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NEWS HEADLINES

Breath of fresh air: Kohat
residents welcome spring
at festival

The Express Tribune

April 28,2015

Learning Thai tourist trade
tricks

Daily Times, April 28,2015

DETAILS

PESHAWAR: A two-day long festival to celebrate the arrival of spring concluded in Kohat on
Monday. The event was put together by the Tourism Corporation Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the
9th Division of the Pakistan Army at Kohat Garrison.

K-P’s cultural representation remained a vivid part of the festival which was packed to capacity.
Visitors were treated to musical and dance performances throughout the event. Dancers moved to
the beats of folk music in the Khattak and Mehsud Betani dance styles. Children donned Punjabi,
Sindhi, Gilgiti and Chitrali outfits and walked the stage.

Speaking on the occasion, TCKP MD Muhammad Mushtaq Khan said the event served the dual
purpose of providing locals with a breath of fresh air and fostering Pakistani culture.

Women entrepreneurs were also provided with an opportunity to set up stalls of handicrafts,
readymade garments, hand-woven traditional dresses and culinary delights of different parts of the
country.

The highlights of the festival were performances by Pashto band Khumariyaan and renowned
singer Zeek Afridi. The encore display of skill by the instrumental ensemble, which has gained
acclaim at the Pakistani music scene, left the audience craving for more. Afridi sang most of his hit
numbers and another band, Sakan, played devotional semi-classical tunes that set the tone of the
closing day.

Local performers from Kohat and adjoining districts also got their share of the limelight, much to
the delight of an enthusiastic audience.

Tourism in Pakistan has been stated by the Lonely Planet as being “tourism’s ‘next big thing’ for
more years than we care to remember” but “world media headlines [always] send things off the
rails”. Tourism in Thailand has on the other hand been the current big thing for a number of years.

Where Pakistan, with its diverse cultures, people and landscapes, attracted 1 million tourists in
2012, visitors to Thailand exceeded 22 million in the same year.

Pakistan’s tourism industry was at its peak during the 1970s when the country received
unprecedented amounts of foreign tourists, thanks to the Hippie trail. The main destinations of
choice for these tourists were the Khyber Pass, Peshawar, Karachi, Lahore, Swat and Rawalpindi.
Thailand is a country on Southeast Asia’s Indochina peninsula known for tropical beaches, opulent
royal palaces, ancient ruins and ornate temples displaying figures of Buddha, a revered symbol. In
Bangkok, the capital, an ultramodern cityscape rises next to quiet canal and riverside
communities. Commercial hubs such as Chinatown consist of labyrinthine alleys crammed with
shops, houses, markets and diners. Bangkok is the capital and the most populous city of Thailand.
The city occupies 1,568.7 square kilometres (605.7 sq mi) in the Chao Phraya River delta in
Central Thailand, and has a population of over 8 million, or 12.6 percent of the country’s
population. Over 14 million people (22.2 percent) live within the surrounding Bangkok Metropolitan
Region, making Bangkok an extreme primate city, dwarfing Thailand’s other urban centres in
terms of importance.

Tourism is a major economic factor in the Kingdom of Thailand. In 2013 it is estimated that tourism
directly contributed 9% to Thailand’s GDP. When including the indirect effects of tourism, it
accounted for 20.2% of Thailand’s GDP. On 1 June 2013, Time magazine reported that Bangkok
was identified as the most visited city in the world by the 2013 Global Destination Cities Index,
while Suvarnabhumi Airport was the world’s most geotagged location on Instagram in 2013.
According to the World Tourism Rankings, in 2013, Thailand was in the Top Ten Tourist
Destinations in the world with 25.5 million international arrivals. In 2008, Bangkok ranked 3rd after
London and New York in Euromonitor International’s list of “Top City Destinations” with 10,209,900
visitors, Pattaya 23rd with 4,406,300 visitors, Phuket 31st with 3,344,700 visitors, and Chiang Mai
in 78th place with 1,604,600 visitors. The Global Destinations Cities Index of 2013, compiled by
the MasterCard Worldwide Corporation, ranked Bangkok as the “top destination city by
international visitor arrivals”, while London and Paris were second and third respectively.
Asian tourists primarily visit Thailand for Bangkok and the historical, natural, and cultural sights in
its vicinity. Western tourists not only visit Bangkok and surroundings, but in addition many travel to
the southern beaches and islands. The north is the chief destination for trekking and adventure
travel with its diverse ethnic minority groups and forested mountains. The region hosting the
fewest tourists is Isan in the northeast.

In Pakistan there is a diversity of landscape which results in the country’s attraction ranging from
the ruins of the Indus Valley Civilization such as Mohenjo-daro, Harappa and Taxila, to the
Himalayan hill stations, which attract those interested in winter sports. Pakistan is home to several
mountain peaks over 7000 m, which attracts adventurers and mountaineers from around the
world, especially K2. The northern part of Pakistan has many old fortresses, ancient architecture
and the Hunza and Chitral valley. The romance of the historic Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province is
timeless and legendary; Punjab province has the site of Alexander’s battle on the Jhelum River
and the historic city Lahore, Pakistan’s cultural capital, with many examples of Mughal architecture
such as Badshahi Masjid, Shalimar Gardens, Tomb of Jahangir and the Lahore Fort. Before the
Global economic crisis Pakistan received more than 500,000 tourists annually. However, this
number has now come down to near zero figures since 2008 due to the instability in the country.
Nevertheless, in 2009, the World Economic Forum’s Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Report
ranked Pakistan as one of the top 25% tourist destinations for its World Heritage sites. While
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Pakistan has the raw material for a booming tourist trade, it lacks the infrastructure, support
facilities and the dedicated will to facilitate tourism. The Kingdom of Thailand has capitalized on
the interest in the natural beauty of the country to increase the tourism.
Recently, the Royal Thai Government launched a new 1111 hotline to receive complaints from
foreigners in Thailand, in addition to the existing 1155 Tourist Police Call Centre. In case of
emergency, foreigners are advised to dial 1155. The 24-hour Tourist Police Call Centre is ready to
offer assistance to both tourists and foreign residents in Thailand. There will be interpreters on
standby to receive all emergency calls. If the pressing cases are beyond the centre’s jurisdiction,
they will be referred to the respective government agencies. For non-emergency matters,
foreigners are advised to call 1111. The centre, also available 24-hour daily, is staffed by
representatives from all 20 ministries to ensure prompt response for all complaints received from
foreigners in Thailand. Complaints received will be coordinated through the centre to related
government agencies, state enterprises, and non-governmental organisations. The move is part of
the government’s tireless effort to review all safety measures and standards, as well as to offer
prompt assistance to foreigners who may need help while in Thailand.

Bangkok has been voted as the “Favourite City for Leisure in the Asia-Pacific” by readers of
DestinAsian magazine, a leading travel and lifestyle magazine. The cosmopolitan capital of
Thailand was recognised “for its vibrant mixture of historic sites and modern style.” Nearly 4,000
readers participated in this year’s poll, which was conducted between August and October 2014.
The voting process involved naming a winner in each of 35 different categories including hotels
and resorts, service residences, spas, airlines, airports, and destinations.

Despite the booming industry, in 2015, the Tourism Authority of Thailand has set the target of 28
million visitors generating an estimated 1.35 trillion Baht (35.8 billion Euros) from international
visitors, and 151 million trips generating an estimated 800 billion Baht (21.2 billion Euros) from
domestic visitors. Source markets that are indicating positive growth trends are China, India, the
Philippines, Hong Kong, the UAE, Singapore, France, ltaly, the UK, Brazil and East Europe. In
order to boost Thailand’s tourism industry even further, they have launched the “2015 Discover
Thainess” campaign, recommending 12 emerging new destinations that tourists must not miss,
especially repeat travellers. This is coupled with the 12 Months of Happiness Festival, in which
each month of this year is devoted to a celebration.

The way Thailand continues to be a booming tourist is not by resting on past glories, untapped
natural beauty and existing infrastructure and facilities. Every year, Thailand ups the game, raising
the bar higher for tourism industry players. With safety and sustainability the new watchwords, the
Thai Government is on the ball, putting in those features that will appeal to the world traveler and
allow Thailand to remain uniquely Thai!

‘Peace March’ to Lahore: Hassan Jan, a porter from a remote village in Gilgit-Baltistan, along with 11 of his

encourage tourism companions, has completed a 1,200 kilometer journey over a period of three days through a
. difficult mountainous terrain to the final destination of Islamabad.

The News, April 22 ,2015

The purpose of this endeavour called ‘Peace March’, according to the porter, who helps foreign
tourists trek the world famous mountain peaks of North Pakistan, is to encourage the resumption
of tourism in the region at a time of security fears. Since the onset of Pakistan’s engagement in the
war on terror in the post 9/11 years, Pakistan’s northern region has experienced a drastic decline
in the number of trekkers and tourists visiting the country to scale its vast Himalayan range. Locals
primarily dependent on foreign tourism for their livelihood have been badly affected by this decline
and poverty has grown dramatically in the villages surrounding mountains and deep valleys.
Before the onset of terrorism, the area has typically drawn 8,000 to 10,000 foreign tourists.

Talking to The News, Hassan Jan lamented that the government in Pakistan did not treat this drop
in tourism with due seriousness, whereas the industry in the North is worth billions of dollars and
trekking groups are typically charged $8,000 for permits for a group of seven and $10,000 for
rented helicopters by the Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC). Besides income for
porters lugging luggage for foreign climbers, he said local businesses of restaurants, small hotel
accommodation, and handicrafts had suffered huge losses as more and more foreigners are
reluctant to visit the country. Those living in Europe and the US are bombarded with images of
suicide attacks and other acts of terrorism by international media outlets, which undoubtedly plays
a decisive role in making Pakistan an unattractive tourist destination, the porter said.

Starting from his village in Hushe Valley situated at the east Skardu in the foot of Masherbum
Mountains which leads to Ghandogoro La to K-2 base camp, Hassan Jan and 11 other porters
decided to undertake this initiative. Contributing Rs50,000 each out of their modest income,
Hassan and his companions began their long arduous journey on April 11 documenting their trip
with pictures displaying the awe-inspiring beauty of majestic peaks, crystal clear lakes, and lush
green valleys. Concluding their journey on their arrival in Islamabad on April 13, Hassan told The
News that no government delegation had received them despite sending information of their
venture to the Tourism Department.

Although Hassan and his companions attribute the decline in tourism to terrorism, the porter told
The News that violence in Gilgit-Baltistan had threatened harmony. The purpose of Peace March
is to encourage peace amongst locals and transcend the binaries of religion, he said. During the
course of the journey, he informed that they would stop in villages and talk to the residents about
the need for tolerance and brotherly love. Referring to Nepal, the Himalayan country home to
Mount Everest and the Himalayan-Annapurna range, Hassan Jan said the government in Pakistan
should invest in its tourism.
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Another promise of uplift

The Express Tribune
April 16, 2015

Peace walk: A walk from
Baltistan to Islamabad for
peace

The Express Tribune

April 15, 2015

Education, tourism
sectors welcome Pakistan-
India talks

The News

April 15, 2015

GILGIT-BALTISTAN (G-B) has been on the receiving end of innumerable pledges and promises
by successive governments for the last 50 years. Often they come to nothing, or are only partially
achieved. Some never get beyond the purely conceptual stage. Now it is the turn of the
government of Nawaz Sharif to tackle the woes and grievances of the many and varied peoples of
G-B. Top of their wish list is the unresolved issue of its constitutional status which has remained
unresolved — indeed largely unaddressed — since Partition. This means that the people of G-B
are unable to get representation in the legislature, a long-standing bone of contention. A
committee has now been formed to decide the constitutional status of the region, but as Pakistan
administers G-B under a United Nations Mandate and India still has claim over some or all of the
area, there is unlikely to be much by way of a resolution in the foreseeable future.

Another matter tabled by the prime minister on his one-day visit to G-B was the much-vexed issue
of the extension to the runway which would enable jet passenger aircraft to come and go. The land
for this has been available since the early 1990s but wrangling between local groups and the
passing tensions of the area have meant that the much-needed extension has never been built.
There may be a more achievable goal in the widening of the Skardu-Jaglot road, another piece of
long-overdue infrastructure improvement, and the news that Hunza and Nagar are to be
administratively separated is to be welcomed. There was a time not so long ago that G-B was the
hub of a thriving tourism industry, thronged with trekkers and other tourists who come to wonder at
the basket of natural marvels that bejewel our northern areas. The tourism industry is largely
collapsed, principally because of the deterioration in the national security situation. With
improvements on that front beginning to be felt it is not impossible to believe that tourism could
once again flourish in G-B. Let us hope this is not another false dawn.

Inter University Consortium for Promotion of Social Sciences Pakistan (IUCPSS) on Tuesday
hosted a reception in honour of 11 mountaineers who conducted a ‘peace walk’ from Gilgit-
Baltistan (GB) to Islamabad.

The 1012-kilometre walk from Khaplu in GB to Islamabad took the volunteers 32 days. Along the
road, they visited 202 towns in 12 districts to promote peace, said a press release.

The team leader, Ghulam Hussain, said the main objective of their month-long walk was to convey
the message to international community that Pakistan was a peaceful country and that Pakistanis
are a tolerant and hospitable people. He said the team got the chance to talk to the people in
different town along the way on peace, tolerance and tourism. “We have received overwhelming
response from the people.”

IUCPSS Chairman and the University of Haripur Vice-Chancellor Dr Nasser Ali Khan said that
Pakistan was abundant in natural beauty and rich cultural heritage. “Through such walks and
events, we can promote the soft image of the country and attract foreign tourists and investors to
Pakistan”, he said.

Civil society activist Tahira Abdullah called for active participation of women in sports, climbing
and other healthily activities.

“People of Gilgit-Baltistan are peace-loving and hospitable. We are here to convey this message
to international community,” said Hassan Jan, a mountaineer and participant of the walk.

The mountaineers also urged the government to support local mountaineers in Gilgit-Baltistan.

The ‘peace walk’ team led by Ghulam Hussain comprised Hassan Jan, Ghulam Mehdi, Yousaf Ali,
Muhammad Igbal, Ibrahim, Hussain Parwana, Muhammad Bashir, Ali Rozi, Ali Hassan and
Ibrahim Shahid.

The consortium is an alliance of 26 Pakistani universities.

KARACHI: People in education, hospitality and tourism industries have welcomed commerce
minister Amin Fahim’s statement about starting negotiations to open these sectors between
Pakistan and India.

They said that such industries have potential to strengthen people-to-people contact, which is a
must for growing trade and long-lasting peace in the region.

Nasreen Kasuri, founding chairperson of Beaconhouse Group, welcomed the idea of opening
negotiations between education sectors of two countries. She said that the negotiations would
help two countries strengthening people-to-people contact through launching programs for
exchange of students, exchange of faculty members and exchange of knowledge between
Pakistan and India.

“Today’s students are leaders of tomorrow,” she said, adding that youth should be made part of
ongoing peace process through students exchange programs.

“Youth should be given responsibility of nourishing the peace process from here onward.”

Beaconhouse school branches are in nine countries across the world including Pakistan. It was
not necessary to open a branch in India. “The two countries can fulfil the purpose and strengthen
relationship through student exchange programs.”

Mrs. Kasuri said that her group offered two scholarships to Indian students every year, but only
one student has so far availed it.

“I hope that Pakistani students would also get scholarships from India.”
Tahir Khan, spokesperson of Hasho Group - an international hotel chain in Pakistan, said that
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Preserving history:
Renovation of Harappa
Museum ordered

The Express Tribune

April 12, 2015

Reliving the past:
Buddhist Heritage Week in
May

The Express Tribune

April 6, 2015

Promoting Tourism:
Mountain Film Festival on
May 29-30

The Express Tribune

April 4,2015

Tourist attraction:
Rangeela rickshaw tours
launched in the Walled
City

The Express Tribune

April 4,2015

development of hotels was a must for the growth of tourism, trade ties, and cultural exchange.

“The revival of relationship between Pakistan and India would also revive hospitality business in
the region and particularly in Pakistan.”

In fact, the availability of hotels and tourist spots in any country plays a primary role in attracting
businessmen visits and cultural shows from other countries, he said, adding that the same lies in
case of Pakistan and India.

“The event of Basant in Pakistan has a lot potential to grow hospitality business, as a lot of Indians
want to participate at such annual event.”

The negotiations may also result into constructing more hotels at regional level to welcome and
accommodate visiting celebrities of two countries and their fans from other parts of the world as
well.

Yahya Polani, chairman of Travel Agents Association of Pakistan, said that negotiations on
tourism between two countries must address the problem of issuing visiting visas for across the
country instead of two-three cities.

Indian and Pakistan should not only resolve to issue visa of their full countries, but they should
also talk about issuing SAARC visa for tourism purposes so that one visa would be enough to visit
all eight countries in the region.

“The growth in tourism industry would help countries in creating more employment opportunities
and control crime rate,” he said.

LAHORE: Education and Archaeology Minister Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khan said on Saturday
the government was committed to renovating historical sites and tourist attractions.

He was speaking at a meeting on the renovation of Harappa Museum, Sahiwal.

He said nations were recognised by their heritage. “The government will provide all available
resources to renovate historical sites.”

The minister ordered that steps be taken to improve the museum’s condition. He also said security
should be tightened. He directed the Tourism Department Corporation of Punjab Managing
Department Ahmer Malik to visit the museum and prepare a plan for its improvement. He said
negligence would not be tolerated in this regard.

Khan directed the Tourism Department to set up an information desk at the museum and make a
documentary film about it. Earlier, Harappa Museum Curator Muhammad Hassan briefed the
meeting.

Archaeologist Prof Rafig Mughal and Archaeology Department Director Salimul Haq also attended
the meeting.

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC) will hold Gandhara
Civilisation and Buddhist Heritage Week in the month of May in order to promote tourism and
highlight Buddhist heritage in Pakistan. “PTDC would arrange Gandhara Celebration/Buddhist
Heritage either in the month of May or in September to revive Gandhara Civilisation and to recover
the soft image of Pakistan among the Buddhist countries”, Managing Director PTDC Chaudhary
Kabir said while talking to media. In the north, it has an endless array of some of the highest and
most captivating peaks in the world that would be a tourist’'s paradise while, in the south, it's
deserts and beaches give seekers an unforgettable experience. The Managing Director said that
the celebration will be studded with innumerable informative and educative programmes that will
give the participants an insight into the richness of the Gandhara Civilization.

LAHORE: An International Mountain Film Festival would be arranged in the city on May 29 and 30,
Commissioner Abdullah Khan Sumbal said on Friday. “The two-day event at Alhamra Arts Council
will help promote tourism and culture of Pakistan,” he told a meeting. He said several foreign
delegations would attend the festival that would be first of its kind in Pakistan. The commissioner
also formed a committee to make arrangements for the event. The committee would submit a
report in a week. “The festival will promote the local talent and improve the country’s image.
Pakistan is blessed with beautiful landscapes,” he said. The festival will feature documentaries on
mountaineering. Several mountaineers will deliver speeches and share their experiences with
people. Tourism Development Corporation of Punjab Managing Director Ahmar Malik, DCO
Muhammad Usman and Information Additional Secretary Tahir Raza Hamdani attended the
meeting.

LAHORE: An environment-friendly rickshaw tour was inaugurated by the Walled City of Lahore
Authority at a ceremony on Friday. The Rangeela Rickshaw tour features smoke- and noise- free
rickshaws that are decorated in patterns reminiscent of those associated with trucks widely used in
the country for goods transportation. Some of the decorative stickers glow at night.

The inauguration ceremony featured a musical performance by Sayeen Muhammad Ali. Those in
attendance included city district government officials and students from the Punjab
University.Walled City of Lahore Authority Director General Kamran Lashari said the tour service
was part of WCLA'’s efforts to attract more tourists to the Walled City. He said the routes were
carefully selected for the tour to ensure that they included the important historical sites of the city.

WLCA Communication Director Tania Qureshi said she was confident that the rickshaw rides
would attract a large number of people to the area. She said a trial carried out for few days period
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Govt mulling over creating
Tourism Authority: PTDC
MD

The News, April 4,2015

Lok Mela starts
spreading cultural hues
The Nation , April 4, 2015

to the inauguration had been extremely popular.

Initially, the WCLA is running the rickshaws on two routes. One is from Delhi Gate to Fort Road.
Rickshaws on this route travel along Shahi Hamam, Wazir Khan Masjid and Sonehri Masjid. The
route also covers the popular Kinari Bazaar and Akbari Mandi markets and a bangles market.

The second route is from Bhati Gate to Fort Road. It passes along Allama Igbal’s House, Fakir
Khana Museum and Nagsh Art Gallery.
The WLCA has set a Rs250 per person charge for a trip along the entire route. The tourists have

the option to stop the rickshaw on the way and explore a particular site. Shehzad Ahmed, a PU
student, said he was looking forward to his first ride in the rickshaw.

ISLAMABAD: The federal government is considering seriously to create a Tourism Authority and
this process is under consideration and likely to be implemented in near future.

Talking ‘The News’ here Friday, PTDC Managing Director Ch. Kabir Ahmed Khan said that after
formation of the authority, all bodies of provincials tourism would work with the coordination of
PTDC. The matter of forming Tourism Authority is under negotiation with the concerned
departments.

Similarly, the managing director informed that his meeting is likely to take place with the Prime
Minister Mian Nawaz Sharif in the second week of the current month to give presentation of PTDC
and its working. Restructuring the PTDC and making reforms in it would also come under
discussion.To a question related to non-payment of salaries to employees varying more than 20
months because of financial crunch in PTDC, occurring since last seven years, Ch. Kabir said that
he has demanded provision of funds worth Rs1.5 billion, enabling PTDC to clear all kind of dues
including payment of longstanding salaries to the employees both regular and working on
contractual basis besides clearance of utility bills.

During presentation, summary of new tourism policy would be submitted with the prime minister
for review.

ISLAMABAD: A 10-day folk festival, popularly known as Lok Mela, dedicated to the dying crafts of
Pakistan began here on Friday.

The Lok Mela, which is an annual event of Lok Virsa, is showcasing a special exhibition of dying
crafts of the country together with mesmerising culture performances.

Zarsanga, a famous Pashto singer also known as Queen of Pashto Folklore, inaugurated the
mega culture event which will continue till April 13.

Muhammad Azam, secretary information, broadcasting and national heritage, said, “Pakistan has
very diverse culture; it is a cradle of different civilisations like Mohenjo-Daro and Gandhara”.

He said that Pakistan is home to sacred places of different religions like Hinduism and Sikhism.

“We have different kinds of languages, poetry, music and arts and this Mela is an effort to
showcase these things”, he added.

Lok Virsa Executive Director, Dr Fouzia Saeed, gave a brief overview of the concept and
objectives of the festival with special references to music and regional languages.

“This Mela is one of the most amazing things that Lok Versa puts up; Lok Virsa has already done
amazing job in documenting and researching on folklore and my focus will be more on
dissemination.

Documenting and preserving is not enough; the research materials need to be translated to
digestible and acceptable products.

She said that culture and folklores have magic and it is need of the hour to make magic in real
time and real space.

According to Dr Fouzia, “Music is not entertainment; music has a power to transform life.

During the inauguration ceremony, different folk singers and artists performed on the stage.

Silk Route Karawan Group from Shamshal Gilgit-Baltistan was first to perform.

The artists performed typical Karakoram dance while a group of singers sang Rubayat in Persian.

“We are travelling; we have loaded camels and are travelling,” was the theme of the songs that
represented the life of nomads.

Next group of artists represented Hindu Kush.

Mansoor Ali Shahbab sang in Kawar langue while a group of women representing Kailash culture
danced to the music.

Folklore Queen Zarsanga mesmerized crowed with Pashto “Tapa”.
The crowd cheered, whistled and clapped with her “Ya Qurban.
” The theme of her singing was the life of and hardships faced by nomads and travellers.

Ganpat Bheer and Wardho Bheer, a pair of young singers, dressed in typical Thar dress,
presented Marwari music.

Bushra Sadiq sang the poetry of Sufi poet Sultan Baho while singer Akhtar Chanal did
representation for Brahui langue.
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TCKP makes ambitious
plans for attracting
tourists

The News, April 2, 2015

Tourism: PTDC making
efforts to revive sector

The Express Tribune
April 2,2015

Dastarbandi or Chaddar Poshi is one of the most important features of the opening ceremony of
Lok Mela.

Dastarbandi ceremony is paying tribute to the numerous services of artisans/artists in keeping the
cultural heritage of the country in limelight.

Previously it was restricted to established folk artists while this time a master craftsman was also
included in this segment.

Zarsanga was with a chadar (shawl) while Imdad Ali Vighio, a block maker from Hala, Mityari
district of Sindh, got the shawl of honour.

He has more than forty years in the field of block-making and had contributed immense in
safeguarding the old techniques of the craft.

During the ten days Lok Mela, apart from folk music and dance, a Lok Virsa Pavilion is being set
up wherein 18 master artisans representing different specialised dying crafts will showcase their

work and expertise.

PESHAWAR: The Tourism Corporation Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) has planned a number of
events for the upcoming season to lure more domestic and international tourists to the province,
said an official communiqué on Wednesday.

The first event of the many projects is arranging one-day excursion through Abaseen safari train
from Peshawar to Attock Khurd and the tourists visit to the historic King Akbar Fort located on the
bank of mighty River Indus on April 11.

It will be followed by a two-day Khanpur festival on April 17-18 wherein water sports, traditional
foods, folklore and pop music, exhibition of cultural and heritage items and others will be the major
features of the event.

The TCKP is also making special arrangements for holding Kalash and Shandur festivals in May
and June, respectively.This time, the Shandur festival has been brought forward from the routine
schedule and is being organized in the first week of June due to Ramazan.

The national and international tourists have also another good news, as the corporation is soon
launching minibus service from the historical Peshawar city to the scenic Naran valley.Besides
these, the TCKP is making efforts for the image building of the province and people, marketing of
tourism, investment road show events, infrastructure projects and official launching of web portal.

In addition to these events, the TCKP has also planned to promote religious, eco-friendly and
adventurous tourism in the province.A religious tourism resort will be established at the historic
Takht Bhai archaeological ruins, a zoological and botanical garden with recreational water sports
facilities at Kheshgi village in Nowshera district, chairlift project from Naran to Saiful Maluk Lake,
Adventure Theme Park at Nathiagali, tourist resort at historic Hund village on Indus River,
upgradation of chairlift resort at tourist spot in Ayubia and outsourcing of government resthouses.

The policy envisions developing an internationally competitive tourism sector to fully realise its
diverse potentials, making tourism a leading economic sector for the province through public-
private partnership, said TCKP Managing Director Mushtaqg Ahmad Khan.

He said the vision would be realized through an ambitious agenda for private sector-driven tourism
development in the province to boost economic growth The official said that according to the
Annual Development Programme 2014-15 no amount of the corporation has lapsed, adding
almost all benchmarks had been achieved.

These benchmarks included nine ongoing schemes and three new schemes: Establishment of an
artisan village at Gor Khatri which has been completed and is being inaugurated this month.

While working is in process for the water sports tourist facilitation at Khanpur, capacity building of
Tourist Services Wing, Development and Restoration of properties transferred to TCKP which will
be further leased through Public Private Partnership and establishment of tourists facilitation
centres in Chitral, Galiyat, Naran, Kaghan and Kohistan.

The new schemes of year 2014-15 are establishment of picnic spots at Malam Jabba, feasibility
study of development of Sum Elahi Mung Mansehra as a tourist resort and the establishment of
Tourist Information Centres (TICs) in other cities of the country to facilitate tourists. The
corporation has already established two new TICs at Lahore and Karachi.

Giving details, Mushtaq Ahmad said that Rs30 million were allocated in the ADP 2014-15 for
holding traditional events that portrayed the local, cultural and traditional galas.

The corporation organised Khanpur Festival, Gor Khatri Arts & Craft Festival, Jashn-e-Hazara at
Haripur, Shandur Polo Festival and Broghul Festival.

ISLAMABAD: The government has been making efforts to promote tourism and make Pakistan
Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC) a financially viable organisation, said an official. Along
with these initiatives, nine other projects of PTDC are on the cards to generate income and revive
the dying tourism sector, the PTDC official said. PTDC intends leasing out motels for 30 years to
enhance their quality and provide better services to tourists. PTDC and the University of
Management and Technology (UMT) Lahore signed a MoU for the sponsorship of PTDC'’s
publicity material including banners, website, seminars and conferences. Products and service of
PTDC will also be promoted through social media. PTDC’s recent launched Pakistan Tourism
Friends Club, in which members of the club will get exclusive 20% discount on PTDC facilities.
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LAHORE: The Walled City of Lahore Authority (WCLA) on Tuesday introduced Rickshaw Tourism
to attract tourists local as well as foreigner tourists to visit the historical part of city. Equipped with
latest technology and truck art, these Rickshaws would give tourist a ride through the historical
streets and buildings of walled city of Lahore. While talking about a unique idea, Director General
WCLA Kamran Lashari said that WCLA is working for the development of walled city as this would
attract more tourists from other cities of Pakistan and other countries as well. Reason behind the
Rickshaw tourism to create a uniqueness to spread the tourism of cultural hub of Pakistan, this
step would definitely attract hundreds of tourist across the globe, he added.

Apache@fbiz™
Service Provider

Provider of highly cost effective and highly customizable Business Automation
Solutions developed on open source Apache OFBiz™ ERP platform. Automate
your for small and medium size businesses and humanitarian organizations -

Em:st your prnduniwﬂy with our EHP Busmnss Solutions.

—_ - b

_'_\ ')‘ ---. = ."-_‘.;:- '\,__ .-"n.,_ ..‘-. -“::":“

' 1“\..

50

Develops customized ERP -
solutins using Apache OFBizin™ &8

- Human Resource Management
- Accounting
- Asset Management

- Project Management
- Portal Development

{:¥ ALHASAN SYSTEMS i i

Smwume A Hi-Tech Knowledge Management, Business Psychology Modeling, and Publishing Company

205-C 2nd Floor, Evacuee Trust Complex, F-5/1 lslamabad. 19515t Floor, Deans Trade Center, Peshawar Cantt: Peshawar
Landline: +82.51 282.0449 +82 81,525 3347 E-maid: skim@alhasan.com
Website: www.alhasan.com

4.¥ ©2015 www.alhasan.com



s BE INFORMED

TOURISM# BULLETIN 10

WCLA to launch ‘Rangeela
Rickshaw’ to promote
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Four AJK rest houses
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LAHORE: WALLED City of Lahore Authority (WCLA) is going to introduce Rangeela Rickshaw in
the provincial capital, which will be a new trend in tourism activity in the provincial capital.

The new rickshaws are open and decorated nicely with truck art and other patterns. It was always
seen that foreign tourists enjoyed rickshaw rides, so these rickshaws will be their ultimate choice
and drivers in uniform will increase the beauty of these rickshaws.

Officials said the launching ceremony of this new type of rickshaws will be held on 3rd April at Fort
Road Food Street. They said these rickshaws are made to promote tourism in the Walled City of
Lahore and would be an attractive tourism activity being held for the first time inside the Walled
City of Lahore.

These rickshaws will ply on various city roads and their initial routes will be Delhi Gate to Lahore
Fort, Circular Road - historic gates, Bhatti Gate to Fort Road Food Street and Fort Road to Lahore
Fort. They said a pre-hype activity for the rickshaw tourism was already ongoing in different parts
of Lahore.

Director Marketing WCLA Asif Zaheer said these rickshaws would be noiseless and smoke-free.
‘We have got these made keeping in view the environmental safety,” he said, adding that they will
ply on designated routes only. The tourists would be able to ride through the historic sites by
rickshaw. This is an open rickshaw made for tourism purposes. The rickshaws would station at
Delhi Gate and Fort Road Food Street for tours. A tourist guide will also be available.

As per the WCLA'’s plan for route 1 (Delhi Gate to Lahore Fort), the new rickshaws will took the
tourists to Delhi Gate, Shahi Hammam, Haveli Bejnath, Wazir Khan Masjid, Sonehri Masjid, Baoli
Bagh, Pani Wala Talaab, Langa Mandi, Food Street, Fort. Other important places these rickshaws
will cover are Delhi Gate Bazaar, Akbari Mandi, Dabbi Bazaar, Chowk Rang Mehal, Waan Market,
Kasera Bazaar, Kinari Bazaar, Sarafa Bazaar, Bangle Market, Moti Bazaar and Langa Mandi
Bazaar. On route 2 (Bhatti Gate to Fort Road), the tourists will see Bhatti Gate, historic houses
and streets, Qamar Manzil, Fagir Khana Museum, Nagsh Art Gallery, Sheikhupurian Bazaar,
buggies and Doli walay, Food Street, Bhatti Gate bazaar, Bazaar-e-Hakeeman, Tehsil Bazaar,
Bazaar Judge Muhammad Latif, Tibbi Gali, Neecha Chaitraam and Fort Road Food Street.

Special food spots are also developed on the route of these rickshaws where the tourists can
enjoy traditional desi and Lahori food, including Halwa Pori, Pathooray, Dahi Bhalay, Siri Paye,
Nihari and etc.

DG WCLA Kamran Lashari said introducing new trends in tourism would enable us to attract
tourists. He said walled city could be the largest hub of tourism if it promoted well, and we aimed
at achieving this target. ‘Rickshaw rides are always fascinating for the tourists and experiencing
heritage would be a charm for them,” he concluded. Media Manager WCLA Tania Qureshi said
these colourful rickshaws would be decorated on local truck art patterns and designed to attract
tourists, especially foreigners. ‘So far tourists are enjoying the pre-launch free ride,” she said and
maintained that in future WCLA would be starting Tonga and bicycle tourism as well.

MUZAFFARABAD: March 30: The AJK government has leased out four tourism department rest
houses and lodges to private sector to reduce fiscal burden on the one hand and ensure provision
of quality services to tourists on the other, Dawn has learnt.

The tourism department owned more than 30 rest houses across the state but ironically the
process of booking of room(s) as well as the standard of services in these facilities had been in
total disarray due to a number of reasons, leaving a bad taste in the mouth of visitors. Every year,
these facilities were eating up huge resources in shape of maintenance expenses and salaries of
the employees.

Last year, chief secretary Mohammad Shahzad Arbab decided to take the private sector on board
in maintenance and operation of the rest houses and lodges on the basis of long-term leases.The
tourism department published advertisements in October last year initially offering long-term lease
of its nine rest houses in Muzaffarabad and Neelum districts.

According to sources, five parties submitted their bids but only two were declared technically
qualified by a committee. Of them, M/S Valley Lodges was approved for possession of a 26-room
rest-houses in Karen, a 10-room rest house in Sharda, a seven-room rest house in Kuttan and a
two-room anglers’ hut inn Dawarian, all located in Neelum valley.A notification in this regard was,
however, issued by the tourism department only recently after obtaining approval from Prime
Minister Sardar Attique Ahmed Khan.According to sources, of these facilities only the Karen rest
house was operational, whereas Sharda rest house was without electricity and water supply for
the last five years; Dawarian hut was under occupation of a schoolteacher and Kutton rest house
was without an independent access road.

Interestingly, the only operational rest house in Karen was netting a paltry sum of Rs124,000 per
year whereas its annual maintenance cost was Rs700,000.Salaries of the 19 employees in all the
four facilities, to the tune of Rs1.1 million, were in addition to the annual maintenance costs,
sources said.

The successful bidder had pledged to make advance deposit of Rs603,000 as yearly rent of the
four facilities besides payment of salaries of the staff placed on its disposal.However, sources
said, the tourism department had decided to retain eight rooms of Karen and four rooms of Sharda
with it.
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“How can be there two managements and two types of services on the premises of one unit,” the
private entrepreneur was reported to have asked the department with a request to review the
decision.The term of lease, supposed to be at least 25 years, was also reduced to 15 years but
that was not a big issue, according to the entrepreneur.

PESHAWAR : Instead of focusing the natural sites of tourism, Pakistan Tourism Corporation
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has spent huge funds of 30.7 million rupees on only five festivals organized
in different parts of the province showering blessings on government employees and their blue-
eyed people.

As per information provided by Right to Information Commission, five festivals were organized in
2014 spending about 30.7 million rupees having no positive impact on tourism.In the first festival
held in February, near Khanpur the total cost was 15.4 million rupees, while another festival held
in tehsil Gorgatri area on the name of art and craft charged 7.03 million rupees.The festival was
aimed to protect the old skill of crafting.

On 14 May another festival was held on the name of Jeshn-e-Hazara in district Haripur, where 0.

5 million rupees were used.Later, Shandoor festival was held from June 19 to 21 in which total
expenses were 12.7 million rupees.In the month of August another festival was held in the name
of Broghal in Chitral where total 0.8 million rupees were spent

As per the tourism department of Khyber Pakhtyunkhwa, the aim of these festivals was to attract
foreign tourists to the country, however, no one was informed regarding these festivals.Due to lack
of proper information, these festivals could not attract people as per the expectation of the
government.

Instead of spending on these festivals, the government should focus the natural sites of Kalam
and Swat which now present deserted look due to dthe ilapidated condition roads there.

On one hand the tourism department is making tall claims for the promotion of tourism while on
the other hand no work has started to reconstruct 36-kilometer road from Bahrain to Kalam.

GULMIT: Pakistan has been suffering from the war on terror and its consequences for a decade.
This war has taken a huge toll on our tourism sector. The inflow of foreign tourists has witnessed a
decline since the 9/11 attacks. Currently, the security situation does not allow even domestic
tourists to visit tourist spots. The issue is of serious concern for tour operators and hotel owners.
About 25 per cent of the total population of Gilgit-Baltistan (G-B) was directly or indirectly engaged
in the tourism business but now, this is not the case due to terrorism in the country. The
government needs to take concrete steps to promote the tourism business in Pakistan, especially
in G-B. The tourism department, along with private tour operators, should discuss the issue at a
platform to make tourist spots a safe haven for all. Here are a few ways for the promotion of
tourism in G-B:

1) The government, as well as private organisations, needs to play a role in rehabilitating historical
places so that a large number of tourists can be attracted due to the unique designs of the
buildings.

2) Local festivals play a dynamic role in tourist attraction. Traditional festivals and rituals need to
be promoted at the international level to represent the diverse beliefs of the people who live
amongst us. Local festivals should be celebrated with the collaboration of government
departments. Civil society, as well as the government, needs to preserve cultural norms.

3) The government needs to focus on private tour operators who can be sent abroad so that they
can gain multicultural dimensions and introduce their culture to others as well.

4) The civil society also needs to play its role in building a peaceful society through advocacy and
campaigns. Seminars and walks should be arranged through civil society organisations for
building a peaceful environment for tourists.

5) The G-B Hotel Association should motivate hotel owners to grant special discounts and offers
to tourists on their products and services upon regular visits. This will be helpful in enhancing
domestic and foreign tourism.

6) National level private tour operators should have direct relations and contact with those working
abroad. Information about cultural and social norms can be exchanged between countries. A
network of tour operators can be helpful in disseminating information.

7) Young people should gain expertise in holding multilingual conversations. The government
needs to arrange training programmes for the youth in order to promote the tourism business.
Diplomas in different languages should be offered as this could help in promoting foreign tourism
in the region. The government, local NGOs, people associated with the tourism business and civil
society need to put in collective efforts and cooperation in order to enhance tourism in G-B. Tariq
Rahim Baig

ISLAMABAD: A dozen countries have supported Pakistan to lead the global initiative for
protection of dwindling population of snow leopard.

Ministers, bureaucrats and conservation organisations from 12 countries including Russia and
China had voted for Minister of Climate Change Mushahidullah Khan as chairman of the Global
Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection (GSLEP) programme, at its first steering committee
meeting held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan on March 20.“We saw unprecedented support from Central
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Asian countries, Bhutan, Nepal and India among other nations for saving the dwindling population
of the precious species.We will make the best of this support,” said the minister at a press briefing
to share the news here on Friday.

“It's a huge task. We will bring all the conservationists and wildlife specialists together to make use
of their expertise. There is little information and research done on one of the most elusive
predators in the world,” Mushahidullah Khan told the mediapersons.

He said about 4,000 and 6,000 leopards were found in these 12 countries including Central Asian
States, Afghanistan, China, Bhutan and India while Pakistan had 200 to 400 that roamed from the
Hindukush, Karakuram and Himalayan ranges in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad
Jammu and Kashmir.

“The exact numbers are not known. The beautiful animal is the favorite and easy prey for
shepherds. Loss of habitat is another reason for their shrinking population,” said the minister said.
Describing the snow leopard as an integral part of biodiversity and natural beauty, the minister
shared some initiatives such as getting provincial governments on board, which he described as a
challenge.

“We will work for a common goal. Establishing a national steering committee, setting up cells in
provinces and working on transboundry issues for free movement of the animal between Pakistan,
Afghanistan and India are some of the other challenges that we will take up to ensure survival
rates of the beautiful cat,” said the minister. He said in 2006, the first ever global positioning
system (GPS) collar was fitted on a snow leopard in Chitral to study the extent of its home range,
habitat use and movements.

In 14 months, the collared snow leopard traversed more than 1, 500 square kilometers between
Pakistan and Afghanistan. According to the minister, this new information underscored the critical
need for international cooperation to protect the beast.

ISLAMABAD: Presenting a valuable visual record of Pakistan’s rich cultural heritage, artist Salim
Ansari showcases his vibrant collection of watercolour paintings at an exhibition ‘Colours of
Punjab’ opening at Jharoka Art Gallery.

About 34 works displayed at the exhibition reflects brilliant use of water colours to recreate the
spirit of Lahore and Punjab in an exquisite merger of concepts and innovation. With his intense
creative passion, Ansari recreates the spirit of Lahore and Punjab. Salim Ansari’s water colours
focuses on the culture and spirit of old city of Lahore with rundown verandas, muddy and crowded
streets and bazar’s along with fragments of Mughal heritage. The paintings on display take one
back to the good old glorious times of this ever thriving city with its dynamic culture and rich
heritage.

Sharing his thoughts and aesthetic philosophy, Salim Ansari says that his water colours are not
just a record of facades, but of time, where the buildings and activities assume an aura of their
own and become symbol of culture and life.

Ansari says that his work is dictated by the mood of the reality that exists within his paintings as he
explores in his creative sojourn to capture the old dilapidated balconies, quaint dusty bazaars, as
well as some vestiges of Mughal grandeur, all evoke nostalgia for a way of life that has vanished
into the mist of time.

Introducing the artist, Director and Curator of Jharoka Art Gallery Nahida Raza said that Salim
Ansari’s paintings show the cultural history and heritage of Pakistan, and as he lives in Lahore, he
preferred to paint the historical buildings of Lahore and the ancient walled city of Lahore to make
an effort to preserve the antiquity of different places.

Salim Ansari has done his BFA from NCA, Lahore in 1971 and has exhibited his works in
Islamabad a number of times, receiving great accolades from the art connoisseurs for his
elaborate heritage paintings.

Salim Ansari’s exhibition will continue till April 2 at Jharoka, House no. 8, Street 28, Sector F-8/1,
Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan exhibited on Monday its military prowess and rich cultural heritage at the
Pakistan Day parade held here at the new purpose-built venue after a break of seven years.

The parade, held at a time when security forces are engaged in intense counter-terrorism
operations in tribal areas and elsewhere in the country, was meant to shed the climate of fear that
had gripped the country for close to a decade now.

The parade was one of the many steps taken by the government for reclaiming the psychological
advantage enjoyed by terrorists. The event had been cancelled for six consecutive years because
of fear of terrorist attacks.

Security was tight and the neighbourhoods surrounding the venue in leafy Shakarparian came to a
standstill for about three hours for the event. Cellphone and internet services were suspended and
most of Islamabad’s major roads remained blocked for traffic. Hundreds of security and
intelligence sleuths kept a hawk’s vigil in and around the parade venue.

President Mamnoon Hussain, who presided over the event, in his address hoped that the unity of
nation would defeat the twin menace of extremism and terrorism once and for all.
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Echoing what military had been saying all along, the president said: “Operation Zarb-i-Azb would
continue till its logical conclusion. | myself would go to the battle fronts and embrace the brave
sons of soil gallantly fighting the dark forces of terrorism and extremism.”"Mr Hussain also
inspected the parade. He was accompanied by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and other services
chiefs at the podium.The highlight of this year's parade was the display of unmanned aerial
vehicles developed by the country — Shahpar, Burrag, Sentry and Ugab — particularly the
recently tested armed version of Burraq that has been fitted with Barq missile. The event featured
a flight display of armed Burraq drone, while other UAVs were carried on long vehicles.

Also participating in the parade for the first time were Pakistan Navy’'s hovercrafts, P3C Orion
Aircraft and Zolu Niners helicopters; and PAF’s Airborne Surveillance platforms — SAAB 2000
AEWA&C aircraft and Karakoram Eagle-3 aircraft.

The military displayed some of the nuclear-capable missiles in its arsenal — short-range ballistic
missile Shaheen |, medium-range Shaheen I, cruise missile Babur and battlefield missile Nasr.

Main battle tank Al-Khalid, T-80UT tank and Zarrar tanks were exhibited by the armoured corps.
Among the infantry vehicles put on display were armoured personnel carriers of various
configurations — Maaz, VCC series and M113P.The artillery weapon systems shown at the
ceremony included M109-A2 23km range guns, M110A2 30km range howitzer guns, SLC-2
radars, multi-barrel rocket launchers and 120km long-range weapon systems.

The Air Defence Division showcased its radars — Sky guard equipped with Orlicon anti-aircraft gun
and Giraffe Radar with APC mounted RBS-70 missile system.The marching columns were drawn
from Army’s Infantry, Pakistan Navy, Pakistan Air Force, Mujahid Force, Police (Islamabad
Police), Frontier Corps, Rangers and Boy Scouts. Taking part in the march-past for the first time
were contingents of lady officers, nursing services and girl guides.The tri-services band played the
military tunes.

Camel-mounted columns of Rangers were also among the many firsts for the March 23 parade.

Flypast by aircraft and helicopters of PAF, Navy and Army and freefall by Special Services
Group’s sky divers were the other highlights of the event keenly watched by spectators.The sky
diving teams were Army’s Shahbaz, Navy’s Sea Eagles and PAF’s Shahpar.

FLYPAST: Flying F-16 Block 52 aircraft, Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal Sohail Aman led
the flypast. The air chief’s aircraft was followed by a four-ship box formation of F-16 aircraft, under
the command of Air Vice Marshal Mujahid Anwar Khan, Air Officer Commanding, Central Air
Command.

The F-16s were followed by a formation of JF-17 Thunder aircraft led by Wing Commander
Noman Khalil. A four-ship formation of F-7PG aircraft led by Wing Commander Sohail Akbar was
also part of the flypast. Next to enter the arena were the formations of Mirage and F-7P aircraft
under the command of Wing Commander Mushfiq ur Rehman and Wing Commander Asim Zia,
respectively.

Besides the fighter aircraft, Airborne Surveillance platforms of the PAF also participated in the
flypast for the first time. First, the SAAB 2000 AEW&C aircraft, flown by Wing Commander Syed
Inamullah flew past the venue following which Karakoram Eagle-3 AWACS aircraft, flown by Wing
Commander Zulfigar Ali made its maiden public appearance.

The flypast was followed by breathtaking aerobatics of 09 ship formation of ‘Sherdils’, the
aerobatics team of Pakistan Air Force Academy, Risalpur. Wing Commander Amjad Mehmood led
the Sherdil Formation of the K-8 Advanced Jet Trainer aircraft. Spectacular manoeuvres by JF-17
Thunder and F-16 jets kept the spectators mesmerised.The next to follow were the floats depicting
country’s rich cultural diversity.

A team of commentators led by ISPR’s Col Mohammad Shafiq heightened the national fervour at
the event as they explained the various segments of the show.

SWABI: Hundreds attended Navroze celebrations at the historic Hund Park in Swabi and
participated in various musical and social events organised by the Pak-Afghan People’s Forum.

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Adviser to Chief Minister on Sports, Culture, Youth Affairs and Tourism
Amijid Afridi was the chief guest. In addition to the festivities on Sunday, a Navroze conference
was also held.

People from K-P, Fata, Quetta and Afghanistan attended the Navroze conference. The event was
addressed by renowned figures such as Pervez Shaheen, Professor Noorul Ameen Yusufzai,
former Radio Pakistan director Nisar Mohammad Khan, Professor Sadiq Jarak, Afghan Cutural
Attaché Abdul Rehman Habibzai, Pak-Afghan People’s Forum Chairman Alamzeb Khan, its Fata
wing President Igbal Khyberwal, Dr Fomanullah, Afghan Trade Commissioner Dr Mirwaiz Yusufzai
and Liagat Simab.

They shed light on Jashn-e- Navroze, saying it was not just a religious occasion, but also a social
and cultural event to welcome the spring season. For the last three thousand years, Afghans and
Pukhtuns have been celebrating Jashn-e- Navroze.

On the occasion, comprehensive dialogues were held on Pukhtun culture, civilisation, language,
literature and history. Singer Arshad Yusufzai and renowned artist Kamal Khan were given awards
during the event. A Pashto mushaira was also held and famous poets Aziz Manerwal, Akbar Siyal,
Igbal Hussian Afgar and others presented their works which were highly appreciated by the

4.¥ ©2015 www.alhasan.com



s BE INFORMED

TOURISM# BULLETIN 14

Untapped potential: ‘Better
security cover could lure
UAE tourists

The Express Tribune

March 24, 2015

Diplomatic calendar :
Tunisian National Day
Dawn

March 22, 2015

Embassies next door:
Foreign Office seeks more
time to shift missions

The Express Tribune
March 22, 2015

audience.

KARACHI: Prominent business figure of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Suhail M Al-Zarooni,
has said UAE businessmen and tourists spend millions of dollars on trips to Switzerland and other
countries for tourism but if the law and order situation improves and security is provided, they
could surely be diverted to Pakistan.

“The country is blessed with beautiful landscapes but the lack of importance given by government
departments to providing security to foreign guests is having a negative impact on foreign direct
investment and tourism in Pakistan.”

Al-Zarooni, who is also the Chairman of Al-Zarooni Foundation, appealed to the federal and
provincial governments to especially provide security for foreign investors, businessmen and
prominent dignitaries so that they could fearlessly tour Pakistan.

“This will help restore global confidence, besides promoting the positive image of Pakistan all over
the world.”

The Tunisian ambassador, Adel Elarbi, hosted a reception in Islamabad on March 20 to celebrate
his country’s 59th independence day. Tunisia was under the Ottomans from 1674, and it was a
French protectorate from 1881 to 1956.The chief guest on the occasion was Riaz Hussain
Pirzada, Minister of Inter-Provincial Coordination.

Tunisia, situated on Africa’s northern shores, is a member of the African Union, the Arab League,
the Arab Maghreb Union, La Francophonie, and it has an association agreement with the
European Union.

The country, with about 11 million people and a GDP per capita of about $10,000, has close
cooperation with Europe, especially France and also Italy, forged through history, geography and
private sector cooperation.In 2011, the ‘Jasmine Revolution’ led to the autocratic President Ben Al
seeking exile abroad with his wife and three children.The first free elections of parliament and
president were held in 2014.

The participation of women in politics is higher than usual in many other Muslim countries.
Corruption was a major problem earlier, and in many other fields, the country is consolidating its
recent democratic development.Tourism is an important sector of the country’s economy.

Last week’s sad terrorist attack at the National Bardo Museum in the capital Tunis, which killed 21
people, mostly foreigners, may affect the tourist sector negatively. However, Tunisia is generally
seen as a peaceful country.

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Office has sought more time from the Supreme Court over the shifting
of foreign embassies from residential sectors to the Diplomatic Enclave.“As regards clearance of
roads and footpaths blocked by embassies, the Foreign Affairs director has intimated that the chief
of protocol is engaged with the diplomatic community and state guests in connection with the
March 23 parade. He has requested more time to complete the task due to his engagements,” the
Capital Development Authority (CDA) stated in a report submitted before the SC.

The Diplomatic Enclave in Sector G-5, according to the report, houses 43 embassies and high
commissions, and is totally closed for the general public.The embassies of Norway, Denmark,
Kuwait, Sudan, Hungary, Korea, Sweden, Switzerland, Australia, Greece, Czech Republic,
Philippines, Libya, Portugal, Turkmenistan, and Oman have blocked roads, streets and footpaths
in different areas.Meanwhile, Attaturk Avenue, Margalla Road, 3rd and 4th Avenues, and School
Road have also been blocked at different points.

The court was also informed that the Diplomatic Enclave is a designated area for the
establishment of foreign missions. The report says that only 36 countries have completed
construction of their embassies in the enclave, while seven embassy buildings are under
construction, and 21 plots are still vacant. The list of embassies operating in residential areas has
been referred to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for proceeding in line with the necessary rules and
regulations.

The report further said that the CDA has allotted additional land to the embassies of three
countries the United States, China and Saudi Arabia.lt explains that the USA Embassy got
additional land in 2010, while the Chinese Embassy was allotted land for residences and allied
facilities in 2008. The Saudi embassy was allotted an additional 2.45 acres in 2008.

The CDA has also revealed that the Directorate of Municipal Administration and the CDA
Enforcement director are issuing notices to institutions which have set up encroachments due to
security concerns and have advised them to submit requests to get licenses or permission for their
encroachments. Blockades in the federal capital have been placed, among others, by the police,
ISI, 1B, FIA and Rangers.The report says that action against non-confirming land use has been
accelerated by the CDA management over the past 18 months.
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ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on Friday issued notice to Amjad Ali Khan, the
Chief Secretary, Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa over alleged forcibly taking possession of
the Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC), properties in KP.

The court also issued notices to Aftab Akbar Durrani Secretary Tourism, Mushtag Ahmed Khan,
Managing Director (MD), Tourism Corporation (TC KPK) Commissioners of Hazara, Malakand
Divisions and sought comments regarding the allegations within ten days.

A single-judge bench of Justice Noor ul Hag N. Qureshi initiated hearing on writ petition filed by
Kabir Ahmed Khan Managing Director (MD) Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC),

During the course of proceedings, Raja Saim ul Haqg Satti alleged that respondents apprehending
the properties of Petitioners’ corporation situated in KP province.

He prayed for an interim order restraining the respondents from illegal activities while calling
comments from the respondents to examine the legal question involved therein.

Satti alleged that those respondents as a preliminary step issued impugned office order No: SO
(TSY&M) PTDC/2015/5-73, dated 17-03-2015 in this regard assuming administrative control on
the PTDC's property and prayed before the court to summon the respondents.

The court after due hearing of the petition issued notices to the respondents and adjourned the
case date in office.

BAHAWALPUR: Fifty black bucks, 250 chinkara deer and 600 partridges were released on
Wednesday in the Laal Sohanra National Park by the Punjab government and the Houbara
Foundation International.

A ceremony was held at Laal Sohanra Research Centre in this regard. Abu Dhabi government’s
representative Sheikh Majeed al Mansoori freed the deer and partridges.

He said that Abu Dhabi and the Pakistani governments were making efforts for the breeding
Chinkara deer and partridges in Cholistan. “The research centre has been established for the
protection of animals. It is a symbol of the strong relationship between the two countries,” he said.

“The wildlife protection programme was started by Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan in 1973. Under the
project, 40,000 partridges have been freed so far,” he said.

Provincial Cooperatives Minister Malik Muhammad Igbal Channar said that the government had
started several wildlife conservation projects in cooperation with the Houbara Foundation
International.

“A safari park has been built near Laal Sohanra National Park to promote tourism. New steel
cages have been installed at the research centre as well,” he said.

Minister for Forests Malik Asif said long-term steps were being taken to promote wildlife tourism in
Cholistan. “The atmosphere in Cholistan is appropriate for partridges and chinkara deer,” he said.

Forests Secretary Captain (retd) Jahanzeb Khan said that the government had hired 10 forest
security guards and two drivers for the Research Centre. He said that the Houbara Foundation
would take control of the administration of the centre in coming months.

The officials were informed that GPS transmitters had been installed on 30 partridges for research
purposes.

KARACHI: Unveiling its latest business venture in Pakistan, Rocket Internet AG announced the
official launch of jovago.com, an online hotel-booking platform.

The portal, operational in Pakistan since May2014, aims to cater to the tourism industry — long
suffering at the hands of law and order — and serves as a reminder that companies still look to
Pakistan as an investment opportunity.Jovago Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Paul Midy, via a
recorded message, said Pakistan is home to several vacationers and business travelers who seek
convenient travel arrangements. “For the first time in Pakistan, an online booking company is
going to guarantee the cheapest hotel price.”"He said the company sees vast potential in South
Asia, especially Pakistan, citing internet access through smartphones and cost-effective packages
as the reasons.”In various parts of the country, a lot of guesthouses provide accommodation. But,
very few people are aware of these.”

While the company maintains a strong online presence, Midy added that it is working towards
marketing through other mediums as well. “Soon, you will hear about us on the radio or see us on
billboards.” Jovago Managing Director Nadine Malik reiterated the company’s mission to provide
the ideal accommodation at the best prices. “We have signed up to 1,000 hotels all over Pakistan.

Malik added that pictures of hotels are taken by the website staff, in a bid to present a fairer view
of accommodation and details on security measures.“The website is constantly being modified
and upgraded to ensure it remains user-friendly, in addition we take customer feedback very
important and build on any suggestions.”

ISLAMABAD: The ambassadors of different French speaking nations have hosted an opening
reception of Francophonie Festival with an array of cultural events here at Pakistan National
Council of the Arts.

Ambassador of Austria Dr Brigitta Blaha, Ambassador of Belgium Peter Claes, Ambassador of
Bulgaria Roumen Pirontchev, High Commissioner of Canada Heather Cruden, Ambassador of
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March 18, 2015 Czech Republic Miroslav Krenek, Ambassador of France Martine Dorance, Ambassador of
Greece Dimitrios Zoitos, Ambassador of Hungary Istvan Szabo, Ambassador of Lebanon Mona
Eltannir, Ambassador of Morocco Mustapha Salahddinne, Ambassador of Poland Andrzej
Ananicz, Ambassador of Romania Emilian lon, Ambassador of Switzerland Marc P George,
Ambassador of Tunisia Adel Elarbi, and Ambassador of Vietnam Nguy?n Xuan L?u hosted the
reception.

The event was well attended by the participants from different circles.

Federal Secretary for Information and Broadcasting, Muhammad Azam Khan, was the chief guest
while the Dean of European Union Emilian lon was the guest of honour.

Secretary Muhammad Azam Khan considered the festival as a unique opportunity for the people
of Pakistan to know about the lively, inspiring and progressive cultural and social values, fine arts
and performing arts of francophone countries. He encouraged other regions of the world to follow
and create such associations for enhanced people to people contacts. “This will help not only in
resolving outstanding political and economic issues but will also provide an opportunity to
celebrate diversity of cultural and social values of other countries,” he added.

“The term Francophonie refers to the world community of French-speaking nations who believe in
the unity and diversity of cultures,” said Peter Claes, the Ambassador of Belgium
Addressing the ceremony, Peter Claes said that the special exhibition is put together with the
contributions of 6 different member and associate states of the Francophonie — Belgium, France,
Tunisia and Vietnam, as full-fledged members, and Austria and the Czech Republic as associate
members. “Despite their very diverse nature, they also show a great cultural diversity and offer the
public in Islamabad glimpses of different kinds of history, artistic creativity, cultural heritage and
traditions,” he added further in his speech. He appreciated the cooperation extended by the
government of Pakistan in its outstanding work for promoting the cultural life in Islamabad. He
thanked the ministry of foreign affairs as well as the ministry of information, broadcasting and
national heritage for facilitating the cooperation with PNCA.

Director General PNCA Muhammad Naeem highlighted the role of cultural diplomacy in
intercultural discourse having interconnecting diverse impact on each other’s art patterns. The
PNCA, he said, has facilitated cultural communication to broaden the cultural heritage in Pakistan
and it will always help promote the interaction of world cultures.

Ambassador of Belgium Peter Claes took a round with the chief guest and briefed him about the
artwork displayed at the exhibition. Besides, the Tunisian ambassador also briefed about the
pictures highlighting the tourist sites in Tunisia which, he said, will help promote tourism from
Pakistan. For now Tunisia stands among those countries from Asia and Africa where the number
of tourists is high.

The ambassador of Romania was very active at the ceremony. He attracted a large number of
participants to Romanian food stalls and explained to them the Romanian dishes. The chief guest
also admired the Romanian cuisine.

International organization of La Francophonie was created in 1970 with an aim to organize political
and multicultural activities and above all to promote French language and culture. It has now 57
members along with 20 observers and 3 associate member states. Its head office is situated in
Paris while it has also four permanent and three regional offices around the world. The
organisation represents around 800 million people including 220 million French speaking people
worldwide.

The festival will continue till March 21 at PNCA which will be remarkable addition to the cultural
cooperation among diverse states, especially Pakistan and West.

Testing driving skills in PESHAWAR: The Fourth Snow Jeep Rally 2015 competitions were held at the Shahi Ground in
snow the scenic Kalam valley of Swat district. The provincial sports, tourism and archeology department
and the Frontier Four-Wheel Club organised the event in which the 25 vehicles and four-wheel
Dawn jeeps from across the country participated, said a news release issued here by the Tourism
March 17, 2015 Corporation of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Monday.

Former Kalam nazim Ameer Said Khan was the chief guest on the occasion, where Frontier Four-
Wheel Club president Babar Khan Yousafzai, vice president Yasir Khan and founder Asad Sethi,
officials of the sports and tourism department, army and police, and a large number of people
were in attendance.The organisers established a dangerous and tricky 800 metres long track for
the drivers of the rally at Shahi Ground. The racers covered the distance twice showing their skills.

At the end of the competitions, Shahnawaz Khan of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was declared the winner
followed by Mohammad Zeb and Asad Sethi.Zulfigar Khan was given the jeep of the event award.

Speaking on the occasion, Ameer Said Khan said the event not only provided an opportunity to
the local residents and tourists to enjoy but it gave a message of peace to the world as well and
would attract professional and amateur drivers and tourists from across the country and world.

He said the tourism department and other organisations should continue arranging such events to
promote peace and tourism in the country, especially in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.Yousafzai said his
club was arranging five events a year, including snow crossing, water crossing, desert race, hills
climbing and summer camps.He said the international community shouldn’t ignore the people of
Swat, who needed long-term cooperation and support for their wellbeing.He praised drivers and
tourists for actively participating in the event to make it a success.
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SWABI: Provincial Minister for Sports, Tourism and Youth Affairs Amjad Khan Afridi Sunday said
that the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf-led Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government would soon announce
cultural, youth and tourism policies.

Speaking at the concluding ceremony of the three days Science Society programme in Ghulam
Ishag Khan Institute of Engineering Sciences and Technology here, he said that the cultural, youth
and tourism policy were in final stages.

“The people of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and tribal belt have unique rich culture and we want to
preserve our culture for the next generation while highlighting its importance,” he said.He said that
GIK Institute had played a vital role in the progress of the country.

Dr Jameel-un-Nabi, dean faculty of Engineering Sciences and Hammad Igbal, president of
Science Society also spoke on the occasion.The minister gave away shields and certificates to the
outstanding students.

RAWALPINDI: A group painting exhibition, featuring the works of three talented artists, opened at
Rawalpindi Arts Council (RAC) on Thursday.

The large exhibition features over 70 paintings by Seemi Fakhar, Sajid Khawaja and Younis
Roomi and showcases a variety of ideas, thoughts and experiences.

These diverse works are brought together by a strong cultural element which can be seen in each
work.

The vocabulary and the subjects are very local and reflect the artists’ love for the subject chosen,
whether it is Sindhi women in colourful clothes or the Faisal Mosque.There is also variety in the
mediums and forms included in the exhibition as the pieces include landscapes, portraits, abstract
works, impressionism and calligraphy.

At the opening ceremony, Parliamentary Secretary Cabinet Division Raja Javed Akhlas was
invited as the chief guest. A large number of art-lovers from various walks of life attended the
exhibition. Speaking at the occasion, Raja Javed Akhlas said the paintings were excellent and
testament to the skill and hard-work of the three artists.

He appreciated the efforts made by the RAC to promote young talent and provide them with a
platform to display their work.He said he especially liked Seemi Fakhar's work because she
showcases Pakistan’s folk cultural heritage in a very attractive manner.“These artists are assets
for the country,” he said.Naheed Manzoor, former RAC resident director, also appreciated the
paintings. She said both Seemi Fakhar and Sajid Khawaja have presented a diverse range of
works which reflects their versatility.“Younis Roomi is an artist who focuses on strong themes such
as women’s issues and Sufism. His paintings give a message of peace,” she said.

RAC Resident Director Wagar Ahmed said the artists had created a balance of colour and skillfully
employed various techniques in these works.“The paintings show how skilled these artists are,” he
said.“There is simplicity in these works which make them easy for the viewer to comprehend,” he
added.

He said RAC'’s aim is to promote arts and culture in the garrison city and is striving hard to achieve
this aim.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan, along with eleven other countries, has signed the Multi-National
Nomination File of Unesco’s Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) ‘Nowruz.’

The countries include Pakistan, Afghanistan, India, Iran, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkey,
Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan. A series of meetings from March 2 to 6,
2015 were organised to review, discuss and finalise the Nomination File in Tehran.

For Pakistan and Lok Virsa, this is a unique and historic achievement as this marks Pakistan’s
grand entrance on international scene as one which aims to promote and bridge cultural diversity
even beyond its borders.

The mandate of Lok Virsa encompasses research, documentation, communication, preservation
and promotion of country’s intangible and tangible cultural heritage.

It was during the meeting of ‘The Inter-governmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Heritage of the United Nations’, held between September 28 to October 2, 2009 in Abu
Dhabi, that Nowruz was officially registered on the ‘Unesco List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity’. The UN’s General Assembly in 2010 recognised the International Day of Nowruz,
describing it as a spring festival of Persian origin which has been celebrated for over 3,000 years.

In Pakistan, Nowruz celebrating communities and areas include Balti, Shina, Burusho, Wakhi &
Khowar (Gilgit-Baltistan), Chitral, Hangu and Peshawar (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa), Areas of Kurram
Agency (Federally Administered Tribal Areas), Hazara (Baluchistan), Shias (Kashmir), Shias
(Multan-Punjab), Sindhi Shia Ismailis and Zorastrians or Parsis (Karachi-Sindh).

These communities celebrate Nowruz as an “Eid” i.e. special ceremonies and prayers are offered
while sweets, fruits, perfumes, flowers usually mark the offerings of Nowruz followed by spell-
bounding dance performances, songs, traditional games and dishes.

At the signing ceremony, Pakistan was represented by Joint Secretary, Ministry of Information,
Broadcasting and National Heritage Mashhood Ahmad Mirza and Director, Lok Virsa Sajeela
Naveed, who prepared the Nowruz Nomination File inclusive of detailed documentation work,
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photographs, videos and formulation of inventory of the element ‘Nowruz'.

GILGIT: Pakistan Army won the Gilgit-Baltistan Ski Gala that concluded in Rattu valley of district
Astore, Gilgit-Baltistan on Wednesday.This is Pakistan Army’s fourth All Pakistan National Cross
Country Ski Championship victory held across the country during the current season.

The three-day Gilgit-Baltistan Gala was organised by the Army High Altitude Snow School and
District Astore of Gilgit-Baltistan in collaboration with the Ski Federation of Pakistan (SFP).Skiers
from different organisations and departments including Pakistan Air Force, Pakistan Army, Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) and Gilgit-Baltistan Scouts featured in the competitions.Gilgit-Baltistan
Scouts remained second, Gilgit-Baltistan third and the CAA fourth.

Mohammad Ramazan of Pakistan Army won gold for his team whereas Ishaq Khan and Zubair
Khan, both of Gilgit-Baltistan Scouts, got bronze respectively.Commandant Army Snow School
Rattu Sajjad Hussain, Assistant Commissioner Shontar Astore Dildar Malik and Assistant Tourism
Kifayat Hussain distributed prizes among teams.Addressing the participants on the occasion,
Sajjad appreciated their skills.“There is a lot of young talent in Gilgit-Baltistan and it is high time
they are attracted towards winter sports in the country,” Sajjad said, adding Pakistan Army Snow
School and the SFP were playing their due role in promoting winter sports.

ISLAMABAD: ‘The Hindu Heritage of Pakistan’ is the third in the series of a trilogy of coffee table
books published by Constellation Plus, Islamabad, to document the customs, traditions and
architecture of the minorities living in Pakistan. The earlier ones have been ‘The Churches of
Pakistan’ and ‘The Sikh Heritage of Pakistan’.

The text for this book has been provided by the eminent scholar and educationist Dr Safdar Ali
Shah and the credit for the photographs goes to Syed Javaid A Qazi, the winner of the president’s
medal for Pride of Performance. The narrative is succinct and perfectly complements the high
quality photographs that make the book pleasing to the eye.

For someone not familiar with Hinduism, this book provides a short introduction of its philosophy,
religious rites, relics, symbols, architecture, festivals and the way of life of its followers living in
Pakistan. It is a valuable addition to the wide body of anthropological accounts of an ancient
religion, which predates modern Pakistan and which we sadly tend to overlook in the misplaced
bid to forget our pre-Muslim past.

‘The Hindu Heritage of Pakistan’ fully lives up to the classic definition of a coffee table book. It is
meant to attract the eye and makes for light reading or browsing as one makes for intelligent small
talk around a coffee table or waits in an airport lounge or an office reception.

It has an eye-catching jacket design showing one of the most beautiful of Hindu temples in the
Salt Range — the Katas Raj. It is a photo book, which satiates the sensory perceptions of a
connoisseur of living art. Pages consist mainly of photographs and illustrations, accompanied by
captions and small blocks of text, as opposed to long prose. It is a light read, provides basic
information and carefully avoids heavy scholarly jargon.

‘The Hindu Heritage of Pakistan’ has done a great service in depicting Pakistan as a nation of
many faiths and creeds and how this forms part of its rich multi-cultural legacy. | thoroughly
recommend that this book be circulated widely outside the country and should be placed in all our
missions abroad. | would also suggest that it should form essential reading in all schools and
colleges. An Urdu translation would help spread the word wider.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Embassy in Berlin organized a seminar on “Tourism and Cultural Heritage
of Pakistan” in collaboration with the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy (ICD) on the sidelines of the
Trade Exhibition on Tourism Industry, International Tourism Berlin (ITB-2015) in Berlin on Friday.
Speaking to the participants, Ambassador Syed Hasan Javed said that Pakistan was one of the
best countries that were endowed with beautiful landscape, topography, and natural resources,
according to a message received here from Berlin. It is a birthplace of many civilizations and a
centre of many religions that flourished in this region thousands of years back, he said and added
that hardly only 2% of Pakistan’s tourism potential has been explored and there is a need to
promote this important sector of the economy as it has a potential of high growth that could
stimulate Pakistan’s economic revival.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government is taking steps to empower youth and
womenfolk by providing opportunities to them to play their role in development of the province.

This was stated by adviser to the chief minister on sports, tourism and youth affairs, Amjad Afridi,
on the occasion of an adventurous ski tour to Malam Jabba on Thursday.

“Those who think that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is a backward province with no female empowerment,
should think again because the Tourism Corporation Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Thrill Seekers
have proved them wrong by conducting an adventurous ski tour to Malam Jabba. The opportunity
provided to the youth, especially females, would enhance their skills and leadership potential,” he
said.

The advisor said that skiing was an emerging Olympic sport gaining popularity across the country,
according to a handout.

RAWALPINDI: Leading European adventure tour operators should send mountaineering and
trekking groups to Pakistan as the country is a safe tourism destination.
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This was stated by Chaudhry Kabir Ahmad Khan, Managing Director Pakistan Tourism
Development Corporation (PTDC) while attending the panelists in the meeting “Tourism, Terrorism
and Totalitarianism: Traveling to High Risk Countries and Authoritarian Regimes” organized by
M/s Friedrich-Naumann-Stiftung fiir die Freiheit (FNF), in 49" International Tourism Exchange
(ITB) held at Berlin, Germany, informed PTDC spokesman here on Thursday.

He said that all the tourist destinations in Pakistan are safe and trouble-free for tourists.
Therefore, Pakistan cannot be considered as high risk area for tourists.

He added that tourist groups arriving in Pakistan are being provided with foolproof security
arrangements all the way throughout the country during their stay in Pakistan by means of security
escort and accommodation security.

Pakistan has been blessed with great tourist attractions and enormous potential for the
development of tourism.

There are numerous types of tourism Pakistan offers that include nature, adventure, culture,
heritage and religious tourism.

People of Pakistan are very peaceful, hospitable, and friendly towards the foreign tourists.
Ch.

Kabir Khan briefed that through this forum, the main tourist generating countries are being
requested to amend their negative travel advisories for Pakistan as it is safe for tourists along the
major touristic routes / places in Pakistan.

Pakistan also welcomes investments in tourist sector and the Government of Pakistan provides a
number of incentives for investors like group tourist visa on arrival, tax relief upto 75% and only
5% import duty imposed for plant, machinery and equipment.

Chartered flights are also allowed on point to point basis from different cities of Pakistan.
By the sideline of ITB Berlin, Ch.

Kabir Khan will also attend a number of UNWTO Conferences and Seminars that include 5th U
NWTO Silk Road Ministers’ Meeting on Strengthening Cooperation through Transnational Route
Development, 4th Silk Road Tour Operators’ Forum: Unlocking the Silk Road’s Adventure Travel
Potential, Meeting on Community Empowerment through Creative Industries and 30th Meeting of
The World Tourism Network on Child Protection.

More than 100 ministers of tourism and state secretaries from around the world - increase in
international buyers and business deals - attendance at the ITB Berlin Convention and eTravel
World grew by 25 per cent.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Embassy in Berlin organized a seminar on “Tourism and Cultural Heritage
of Pakistan” in collaboration with the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy (ICD) on the sidelines of the
Trade Exhibition on Tourism Industry, International Tourism Berlin, ITB-2015 in Berlin on Friday.

Speaking to the Participants, Ambassador Syed Hasan Javed said that Pakistan was one of the
best countries that were endowed with beautiful landscape, topography, and natural resources,
according to a message received here from Berlin.It is a birthplace of many civilizations and a
center of many religions that flourished in this region thousands years back, he said and added
that hardly only 2% of Pakistan’s tourism potential has been explored and there is a need to
promote this important sector of the economy as it has a potential of high growth that could
stimulate Pakistan’s economic revival.

The Ambassador gave a comprehensive overview of tourist attractions located in Pakistan ranging
from high mountains, beautiful green valleys, rich and diverse cultural heritage, to the delicious
culinary of Pakistan.He said that the Federal Government and all the provincial and area
governments gave due importance to the development of tourism as a pillar of economic growth.

The rich heritage of the Indus Valley Civilization, Harrappa and Gandhara Civilizations gave the
precious social capital to the people of Pakistan, making them one of the most resilient societies in
the world, he concluded.

Earlier, Tourism Secretary of Gilgit Baltistan, Syed Hadi made a presentation on tourist spots
located in Gilgit Baltistan and the Joint Secretary, Gilgit-Baltistan Council, Muhammad Ajmal
Gondal made a presentation on Cultural Heritage of Pakistan.In his welcome remarks, the Head of
the ICD, Mr Marc Donfried said that Pakistan had a great potential to attract world
tourists.Infrastructure development in areas of tourist spots, aggressive marketing and projection
is the key to pull the international tourists, he added.A documentary, “Vibrant Pakistan” was also
screened on this occasion.The participants were entertained with live Pakistani instrumental music
and cuisine, at the end.Earlier in the morning, the Ambassador inaugurated the Pakistan — Gilgit
Baltistan at the International Trade Exhibition,ITB 2015 and met Pakistani Tour Operators who
were participating in this international tourism trade fair.

He exchanged views with them on marketing strategy and tourism potential of Pakistan.

Portraying the close cultural bond and shared traditional heritage between Pakistan and
Azerbaijan, a calligraphic exhibition of renowned artist, Azeem Igbal, titled ‘Colours of Peace and
Harmony’ opened at National Art Gallery on Wednesday.

Jointly organised by Embassy of Azerbaijan and Institute of Peace and Diplomatic Studies, the
two-day exhibition offers the art lovers a unique display of traditional calligraphic art blended in
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rich innovative works by the artist known for his diverse creative vision.

Speaking on the occasion, Dasghin Shikarov, Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Pakistan, said that
Azerbaijan and Pakistan share various historical traditions, cultural heritage and through the
dynamics of sharing these kinds of knowledge and promoting the artist, the relationship between
the two countries has grown into multifarious dimension.

While addressing the inaugural ceremony of the exhibition, Muhammad Azam, Federal Secretary,
Ministry of Information, Broadcasting and National Heritage said that Azerbaijan and Pakistan are
brotherly countries having century’s old cultural values and heritage. Muhammad Azam said that
events like this would further strengthen the cultural bond between Azerbaijan and Pakistan. He
praised the works of the Azeem Igbal for his outstanding innovations and use of various mediums
to promote not only the great traditional art but also the rich heritage of Pakistani art.

He stressed that organising such events not only provide opportunity for friendly exchanges but
also promote unity, harmony, peace and cultural awareness between the nations.

While highlighting the aim of holding this exhibition, Farhat Asif, President Institute of Peace and
Diplomatic Studies, said that it was not only to promote the artist and his works, but also
showcase the creative aura of the artist community as they promote the peaceful and harmonious
face of Pakistan to the world through their diverse art practices.

ISLAMABAD: Information Minister Senator Pervaiz Rashid, Tuesday, called for promotion of book
reading culture in society which according to him is must for peace of mind and peace in society.
He was addressing the inaugural ceremony of the National Book Museum at the National Book
Foundation (NBF). The minister who has been preaching peace in society whenever time and
occasion call for it (on Feb 23 too, he gave a similar message of peace at the book launch of a
senior journalist Tahir Mughal) said the establishment of book museum would go a long way in
preserving rare books, manuscripts and archaic volumes.

Managing Director of the NBF, Prof Inam-ul-Haq Javed welcomed the minister and gave a briefing
on various aspects of the book museum. Pervaiz Rashid appreciated the services of NBF in the
field of education, literature, art and culture.

“Promotion of book culture and introducing our rich cultural heritage among the people far and
wide in the country, NBF has been playing its vital and central role here”, he said. The minister
was of the view that the Pakistani nation had diverse cultural heritage and was rightly proud of it.
In the museum books relating to the Founder of Pakistan Quaid-i- Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
Allama Mohammad Igbal, Mirza Ghalib , Hafeez Jalandri, Saadat Hussan Minto and Ahmad
Nadeem Qasmi and many others have been kept in goodform which is a good thing, said Rashid.
“It is a great inspiration for young generation and book art lovers to learn about their cultural
values, literature, artistic asset and rich heritage,” he added.

Prof Inam-ul- Hagq Javed while addressing the ceremony said NBF had been
promoting Pakistani culture, disseminating knowledge and inculcating book reading habits
among Pakistanis. “Books and art bring tranquillity, harmony and softness in our minds which lead
to the path of peace and love in the society.” He was of the view that establishment of National
Book Museum in Islamabad was ideally suited for promotion of our national literary heritage,
literacy, education and book culture among all and sundry at each nook and corner of our country.

LAHORE: The Atrtists’ Association of Punjab (AAP) organised the 29th annual Art Exhibition 2015
and a commemorative show titled ‘Massacre of Innocents’ on Tuesday.

In addition to the art exhibition, the AAP held an ‘open discourse seminar’ where speakers
addressed a lively audience at Alhamra Art Gallery.

This year's annual art exhibition was dedicated to the innocent children who were ruthlessly
slaughtered in a Taliban attack at their school in Peshawar. Along with the paintings on the
Peshawar incident, artists had come up with avariety of themes including village landscape and
others. The exhibition was inaugurated by Lahore Arts Council Chairman Ataul Hag Qasmi.

In the opening session, Ataul Haq Qasmi said that these kinds of events and art exhibitions
actually had “created tolerance in our intolerant society”. He said that extremists are more
dangerous than terrorists and sympathisers of terrorists should be exposed in front of the whole
nation.

Qasmi said that the Peshawar school massacre somehow united the nation but he showed
concerns on some factions of the society who led the agenda of Taliban without disclosing their
connection with the terrorist groups. Artists and painters, he said, had always expressed on the
sensitive issues and he had observed the same passion which was witnessed in Indo-Pak war in
1965. He said in that war Pakistan’ one of the greatest literature was produced including novels,
short stories and painters expressing the war-led scenario. Renowned painter, art critic and AAP
Chairperson Mian ljazul Hassan said on the occasion that artists and painters should be involved
in policymaking regarding the art. He said that the state’s attitude toward promoting art could be
observed by this example that no single painting was bought by the National Arts Gallery. He said
the best scenario in which arts could be flourished is when the artist and state work together,
leading to the ‘cultural development of the society’. Another speaker, Asghar Nadeem Syed, a
renowned literary figure and drama serial writer, said that artists were sensitive and did not
instantly respond to the unusual happening in the society. He said that it takes time for artists and
painters to absorb the depression of war like situation and this annual art exhibition is a “response

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4:¥



BE INFORMED

21 TOURISM# BULLETIN

to the killings of our innocent children by barbaric Taliban, with artists beautifully reflecting through
their work the fear present in the nation’s collective conscious.

Nadeem said Pakistan has to win this war against terrorists, and this war is actually being fougth
to “save our heritage and culture”. He referred to an example of the famous painting ‘Guernica’ by
Pablo Picasso in which residents of his native city raised their hands and cried out looking at the
Nazi Germans warplanes. He said masterpieces were created when artists and painters absorbed
more depression of the event. Former foreign minister Sardar Aseff Ahmad Ali said that these type
of art exhibitions where artists expressed their emotions were an effort towards opening up space
to listen each other’'s arguments. Commenting on Taliban’s so-called Jihad,he said that jihad is
absolutely business of the state; privatisation of jihad has to be halted in which individual groups
want to impose their extremist agenda and defame the country. Later, he recited a poem ‘flowers
of field” which included the following lyrical line: ‘apologists’ souls must bear (naked) in front of
nation’.
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Folk heritage ‘promotes
peace and tolerance’
The News, Feb 27, 2015

Delegation-level talks:
Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan to
boost ties.

The Express Tribune, Feb 27, 2015

G-B jailbreak: Prisoner
involved in Nanga Parbat
attack killed

The Express Tribune, Feb 27, 2015

Thar beauty showcased at
Jharoka
Daily Times,Feb 26, 2015

ISLAMABAD: A documentary titled ‘The Story of a Banyan Tree’ and Urdu version of ‘Tareeqgat:
Seven Elements of Living Sufism in Pakistan’ were launched at the Lok Virsa.'Tareegat’ was
written by Dr. Kamran Ahmad which outlines the core elements of spirituality in everyday life of
the sub-continent. Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Kamran Ahmad said, “There is a dire need to
re-connect with our pluralistic heritage where we co-existed in peace for centuries, respecting
and celebrating the faiths and rituals of each other”.

Mehergarh has produced the documentary ‘The Story of a Banyan Tree: 9000 Years of Spiritual
Heritage of Pakistan’ which was made by Black Box Sounds.Ahmad Saleem, scholar who edited
the Urdu version of Tareegat, spoke on the occasion and stressed the importance of
documenting our cultural heritage.

Executive Director of Lok Virsa Dr. Fouzia Saeed said that Pakistan’s folk heritage is full of
messages of peace and tolerance. “Pakistan has tremendously rich and diverse traditions and
lifestyles and we need to take pride in this pluralistic Pakistan”, she said.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan agreed on Thursday to enhance cooperation in all areas
including trade and economy. The agreement was reached during talks between the visiting
Kyrgyz Foreign Minister ErlanAbdyldaev and Advisor to PM on Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz, a
statement issued by the Foreign Office said. In the delegation-level talks, the two sides
discussed promoting economic relations, energy cooperation, political-level contacts, regional
connectivity through land and air for the promotion of people-to-people contacts, trade and
tourism, the statement added. Foreign Minister Abdyldaev paid a courtesy call to President
MamnoonHussain. He conveyed the greetings of the President of Kyrgyz Republic. President
MamnoonHussain underscored the importance of cooperation in countering terrorism and
extremism. He conveyed Pakistan’s interest in proposed railway line among China, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan and Iran. The President highlighted that implementation of the agreement among
Pakistan, China, Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz Republic for Traffic-in-Transit which will give
impetus to trade and tourism.

GB: At least one of the two prisoners involved in the Nanga Parbat attack that killed 10 foreign
tourists was shot dead, while the other was injured as police foiled an attempted jailbreak in
Gilgit-Balistan (G-B) early Friday morning.On June 23, 2013, gunmen dressed as paramilitary
forces stormed into the Nanga Parbat base camp, killing Chinese and Ukrainian climbers in an
unprecedented attack in the Himalaya mountains of G-B region.

Home Secretary Sibtain Ahmed confirmed that the person killed was one of the assailants who
had stormed the camp. Two other inmates — one of them also believed to be involved in the
Nanga Parbat attack — however, managed to escape from district jail, Gilgit, where the incident
occurred at 2.45am. The inspector general (IG) jails were also suspended on chief secretary’s
orders over jailbreak that was coordinated and assisted by men from outside the jail. However
officials rejected this assertion.

The IG jails had suspended four jail officials including a superintendent soon after the incident.
The area was soon cordoned off by police and a search operation was started in the area.A
police official requesting anonymity said the deceased inmate was on death row as Anti-
Terrorism Court had convicted him. The case was to be tried in military courts .According to a
press release issued by G-B administration, a high level committee was formed to carry out
investigation in the matter.

ISLAMABAD: The solo exhibition of masterpieces of the renowned artist and painter Shahid
Igbal was showcased in the federal capital at Jharoka Art Gallery with the title of Rags-e-Sehra.

Being a native of Thar, the artist highlighted the local beauty of desert and depicted the different
colours of its daily life through his colorful imagination and deep observation. Through his
paintings, the artist captured the landscape of Thar while portraying the lifestyle of desert
denizens who were enjoying the natural beauty of sand dunes stretched seemingly endless and
experiencing the mirages of desert decorated with glittering sand under the sunlight. Using the
colours beautifully, the artist also painted the miseries of desert livelihood, the housing style of its
inhabitants and portrayed the fauna and flora of the Thar.

The strong observation and the colours of painting are very sober. Though many artists are
interested in painting the beauty of Thar but Shahid has his own way of expression and unique
style of portraying the daily routine of the village life and the hard work by the females, which
stands out as his favorite field among other topics, he sketches through his paintings

Even in so many difficulties, the people of Thar try to make themselves happy by dancing on the
beats of dhol. So, Shahid in these paintings has tried to grasp the gist of the true picture of Thar
by his delicate artwork

The artist has a master degree in fine arts from the University of Sindh Jamshoro. He is deep
rooted in the Thar area, where he belongs and very much inspired by the culture and heritage of
the country, overall. Igbal is showcasing his art pieces in Islamabad for the first time. Shahid’s 27
paintings are on display in the ongoing exhibition, which will continue till March 3.
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Projects to engage youth
in volunteer training,
adventure tourism

Dawn, Feb 25, 2015

Ministry seeks control of
six heritage sites
The Nation, Feb 25, 2015

Pakistan, Italy share rich
cultural heritage: envoy
The News, Feb 22, 2015

PESHAWAR: A non-government youth welfare organisation is going to launch two projects with
the financial and logistic support of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government to engage youth in
volunteer training and adventure tourism.

Speaking at the Peshawar Press Club here on Tuesday, Umair Jamal, chairman of Pak-Khyber
Youth Welfare Organisation, announced that two projects named ‘Aghaz-i-Junoon’ and ‘Venture
Adventure’ would soon be launched in the province to engage youth in healthy activities.The two
projects would be launched on March 2 in the historic Islamia College.Mr Jamal said that the
organisation was selected by the provincial government after going through a prescribed
selection process.He said that directorate general of sports and youth affairs would be
sponsoring these projects and the NGO would implement it in seven divisions of the province.

Khaista Rehman, another office-bearer of the organisation, while explaining the two projects said
that written tests would be held to assess if the students were serious about it. He said that a
three-member committee would ensure transparency in the selection process.Aghaz-i-Junoon
programme costing Rs4.5 million would train about 150 male and female students in
volunteerism during emergency, and impart skills in youth leadership and career counseling to
play an effective role as citizens of Pakistan.The second and more interesting programme called
‘Venture Adventure’ would take about 100 talented youth on four tours to adventurous and
scenic spots for taking part in sports and many other activities to exhibit their talents.

Zahoor Durrani, a consultant working with the Tourism Corporation Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
youth tourism development, said that the purpose of such initiatives was to encourage
established and registered non-government organisations or private sector to take lead in
holding healthy activities for youth. He added that the government would provide all required
financial and logistic support to the NGOs in this regard.Mr Durrani said that both projects would
enable youth to learn and train to be better citizens.

ISLAMABAD - The Information Ministry has decided to raise with the Ministry of Inter-Provincial
Coordination the issue of six world heritage sites and three national museums in Pakistan, which
are getting deteriorated due to the alleged negligence of the provinces, in order to avoid their
delisting from the UNESCO sites of world heritage.

The sites, including Rohtos Fort, Taxila, Lahore Fort and Shalimar Garden, Archaeological Ruins
at Mohenjo Daro, Buddhist Ruins of Takht Bhai and Historical Monument of Makli, Thatta and
three national museums situated in Swat, Texila and Karachi, were handed over to the provinces
after the 18th amendment. However after going into the control of provinces, the condition of
these sites has been deteriorated.

Sources said that due to alleged negligence of the provinces there were chances that these sites
might be de-listed from the UNESCO sites of world heritage.

The Information Ministry had already written a letter to the Ministry of Law seeking its opinion
over the issue of Devolution of Subjects relating to the Federal Legislative List under 18th
amendment. The Law Ministry replied that libraries, museums and similar institution controlled or
financed by the federation under the rule 15 of Federal Legislative List and under this rule all
museums and similar institution controlled or financed by the federation remained a federal
subject. The reply of the law ministry, according to the sources, meant that if federal government
wants to take control of these sites then it would have to finance their maintenance, restoration
and administration cost

Furthermore, the rule 3 of the Federal Legislative List categorically gives competence to the
federation regarding implementation of treaties and agreements with regard to culture.

Sources disclosed that after getting the legal opinion, Information Ministry decided to raise the
issue of control of museums and world heritage sites in Pakistan with the Ministry of IPC. They
said that ministry was keen to take back control of these sites and had requested the Ministry of
IPC to refer this issue to the Council of Common Interest (CCl). They said that the provinces did
not have the capacity to maintain these sites and museums due to financial issues.

One of the senior officials of Department of Archaeology and Museums told The Nation that after
18th amendment the department could not exercise its writ on these sites while the provinces
could not have expertise to maintain these sites. He said that provinces did not absolve the staff
of these sites and museums so far. He termed the decision of Information ministry for taking
back the control of these sites and museums a step into right direction. “It will be great
embarrassment for the country if UNESCO delist even one site from its list of world heritage. It
will give a wrong message to the world that we cannot preserve our sites and culture.” He
condemned the act of Sindh government for organizing the Sindh festival at Manjodehro last
year. “Such activities can deteriorate these sites further.”

KARACHI: Italian Ambassador Adriano Chiodi Cianfarani said on Saturday Pakistan and lItaly
shared rich cultural heritage and were a paradise for the admirers of art and architecture.

He made these observations during a visit to the Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture.
Elena Claudia Di Vito, the first secretary at the Embassy of Italy in Islamabad, and Giulio
lazeolla, vice consul at the Consulate of Italy in Karachi, accompanied him.

The Italian ambassador appreciated the efforts of students, saying that their enthusiasm for art at
the campus showed the real image of Pakistan. The students were encouraged to go on study
trips to Italy in future. The visit was coordinated by the Italian Development Committee.
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Songs, dances, crafts
showcase G-B, Chitral
heritage

The Nation, Feb 22, 2015

Lok Virsa establishes
Turkish cultural passage at
heritage museum

Ajj News, Feb 21, 2015

The members present in the visit were Dr Tariq Ikram; president of the IDC, Amnah Gul Mugri,
secretary general, and Hasan Askari, founder and executive member of the committee. The visit
was hosted by Samina Raees Khan, executive director of the Indus Valley School. He welcomed
the visitors and introduced them to different faculties and students. Khan highlighted the salient
features of each faculty, which made the visit informative and impressive. The students of the
architecture department gave a presentation to the ambassador, where they talked about the
historical architecture of Pakistan and other related study trips.Kham thanked the visitors and
said the Indus Valley School looked forward to signing a memorandum of understanding with the
IDC to promote educational cooperation with Italian institutions in the field of architecture, interior
design and fine arts.

ISLAMABAD - As a vocalist started singing “Sha Mubarakbad”, a traditional song, it was enough
prompting the community elders of Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), wearing hand-woven woollen stuffed
caps and long coats, to start dancing in enjoyment.

It was the opening of two-day colourful mega event, “Culture for Peace and Pluralism” to mark
International Mother Language Day 2015 at Open Air Theatre Shakarparian on Saturday. All the
participants represented G-B and Chitral who are based in the twin cities of Rawalpindi and
Islamabad.

Prominent artists and performers presented folk songs, traditional dances, besides the
presentations of local cuisines and crafts, to showcase the rich cultural heritage of G-B and
Chitral. Initiative for Promotion of Pamiri Arts and Culture (IPPAC) has organised the vent which
is striving for the preservation and promotions of the unique and endangered culture and
languages of mountain communities.

Manzoor Baltistani, a talent from Baltistan who has represented the region at various national
and international platforms sung in Balti Language. He has the honour of being the student of
the legendary classical singer Ustad Fateh Ali Khan. “| really enjoyed the mesmerising voice of
Manzoor Baltistani; very often we have opportunity to watch such shows,” said Himmat Akbar, a
student of Islamic International University Islamabad who basically hails from Ghizer district of G-
B.

Sheraz Badshah performed some new flavour of Chitrali music which was a blend of both
traditional and modern rhythm.

Raja Mohammad Ali, a legendary famous Balti singer, came all the way from Skardu to captivate
the participants through his powerful voice and beautiful Balti folk tunes.

Zeshan, a young artist played “Dadang” (drum) who received great appreciation from the
participants while some artists also played Taroe and Sunarai (pipes).

Amongst other singers and artist were, Islam Habib, Jabir Khan Jabir, Qazi and Dedarul Amin
Group performed on the stage. The vocalists sung in local languages like Shina, Chitrali, Balti,
Domaki and Khowar etc.

According to DW Baig, the director of IPPAC, his organisation has been active for the last five
years to preserve the dying language of G-B and Chitral. “There are from 25 to 30 languages in
G-B and Chitral; some of the small languages there are endangered; if no efforts are made about
their preservation such language would die out,” he told The Nation.

Apart from such events on Mother Language Day, IPPAC also arranges seminars and cultural
programmes to preserve the language and other ingredients of G-B and Chitral cultures. “To
preserve a language, one of the best ways the performance of folk artists; we invite folk artists
here and gather the settlers of Northern Areas in twin cities to know about their culture,” said
Baig.

Every year the United Nation and people all around the world celebrate “International Mother
Language Day” on February 21 which was proclaimed by the General Conference of UNESCO
in November 1999. According to UN, “More than 50%, of the approximately 7,000 languages
spoken in the world, are likely to die out within a few generations; and 96% of these languages
are spoken by a mere four percent of the world’s population.

Only a few hundred languages have genuinely been given pride of place in education systems
and the public domain, and less than a hundred are used in the digital world.” Besides major
languages like Punjabi, Pashto, Sindhi, Seriaki, Urdu and Balochi, dozens of other languages
are being spoken in Pakistan.

However, according to experts a number of smalls languages spoken in Pakistan are likely to die
out within a few next generations. Experts are of the opinion that some of the small languages
would die even within next two to three decades as such languages are no more being used as a
medium of instructions.

ISLAMABAD: The National Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa) has set up a
Turkish Link Passage at its Pakistan National Museum of Ethnology (Heritage Museum) to
provide an insight to the rich heritage of Turkey for the visitors.

Talking to APP, an official of the Lok Versa said the Link Passage would help bring people of two
countries even closer as they shared common history, cultural and social values.

The newly established Link Passage depicts similarities between Pakistan and Turkey in the field
of art, crafts, culture and traditions with a key focus on design, colors, motifs, kilims, saz, henna,
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Cultural gala held to
subside terror effects
The Nation, Feb 21, 2015

MoU signed:
Mountaineering, tourism
club for capital

The Express Tribune, Feb 19, 2015

Work on Malam Jabba
tourism projects to resume
soon

The News ,Feb 16, 2015

tea, traditional leather shoes and others.

The area for Link Passage has been provided by Lok Virsa whereas the artifacts which have
been put on display have been catered to by the Turkish Embassy.

Heritage Museum which was established in 2004 already showcases the cultures of other
brotherly and friendly countries like Iran, Saudi Arabia, Central Asian States and China.

PESHAWAR - The Cultural Gala of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa held at the Pakistan National Council
of Arts late Monday night was a unique one that thrilled the people of the province who were
mostly terrorized by a chain of terror-related activities.

The cultural gala was the combination of excitement, thrill, amusement and a variety of folk
cultural activities and music, traditional dance, exhibition, stalls, demonstration and cuisine were
prominent where the people stormed to see and watch.

Pashtun and others particularly the foreigners living in Islamabad were amazed by the live
performances and the exhibition stalls depicting life of the entire Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.
The show was a joint venture by PNCA and Cultural Department of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Minister for information and Culture of the province, Mian Iftikhar Hussain was the chief guest.
The people who visited various stalls showed interest in the handicraft and other hand-made
items placed at the stalls.

The land of Pashtun has a rich heritage and is known to be one of the ancient civilizations. The
scary situation in the province can’t deter the Pashtun to love their culture that is itself showing
the grandeur of Pashtun nation. The show told the audience one thing that it is the land of such
people who know the art of smile even in the worst situation.

The musical night right from the beginning caged the audience and till the end the audience
enjoyed and got amusement.

At occasions, some individuals from the audience got to the stage and participated in the
traditional dance (Mehsud dance and Attarnh).

Speaking on the occasion, the chief guest provincial minister for information and culture Mian
Iftikhar Hussain said that we are a living nation and consider problems and hardships as part of
the life. Nothing is dearer to us than peace and tranquility and we can’'t be browbeaten by
anyone, nor can be scared into submission.

ISLAMABAD: To promote tourism and adventure sports across the country, a mountaineering
and tourism club will be established in the capital. An agreement was signed between Pakistan
Youth Hostels Association (PYHA) and Pakistan Youth Outreach (PYO) here on Wednesday.
The proposed club will be established with assistance and direction from PYO founders and
famous mountaineers SaminaBaig and Mirza Ali Baig. “Through this initiative, we want to play
our role in doing more for the youth,” said project consultant Mazharul Islam. The second phase
of the initiative would include student conferences to promote outdoor sports, peace-building
activities and gender equality, as well as education for sustainable development. “This is a great
initiative,” said Saeed Ahmed, deputy director tourism of the Capital Development Authority. He
said Samina and Mirza were national heroes who could motivate the youth to traverse hiking
trails of the capital and get involved with other adventure sports.

PESHAWAR: The Tourism, Sports, Archeology, Museums and Youth Affairs Department will
resume work on tourism-related projects in Malam Jabba in Swat district soon after the snowfall
season in the area.An official statement on Sunday said that the work was temporarily
suspended on the skiing track, hotel and chairlift projects due to massive snowfall in the tourist
spots in Swat. It said the department had initiated a number of projects to restore the natural
beauty of scenic Swat valley and attract the local and foreign tourists to the “mini-Switzerland of
Pakistan.”

The department, it added, planned to construct three state-of-the-art picnic spots in Malam
Jabba, which will have a 90-room hotel, skiing track and an international standard chairlift, parks,
mosque, and rest areas, rain shelters, public washrooms, tea, coffee and tuck shops.

The Tourism Department and the Board of Investment and Trade (BolT) have jointly advertised
the pre-qualification of interested parties for installation of chairlift and construction of a hotel at
the site of Malam Jabba. In response to the advertisement, it said seven private sector parties
had submitted their expressions of interest (EOIs) for obtaining the project and subsequently the
projects were awarded to the highest bidder.

Formal work for the acquisition of land at the designated sites and subsequent implementation of
the projects was already in hand but suspended due to massive snowfall in the tourist resort
Malam Jabba.The six identified sites from Manglore to Malam Jabba include Sair village, two
each spots at Khamba and Spinay villages and one at QillaPattay. The projects will not only
boost tourism activities but also enhance revenue of the local communities and create
employment opportunities in Swat.
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CJP takes notice of threat
to Larkana heritage
The Nation, Feb 15, 2015

Envoy’s book on Chinese
culture hits stalls
The Nation, Feb 15, 2015

Biodiversity park in Murree
opens in March
The Express Tribune, Feb 12, 2015

Afghan Cultural Day to help
present real picture of
Pakhtuns

The Nation, Feb 11, 2015

Malam Jabba is fast
emerging as winter tourist
resort of Pakistan
Centreline.com, Feb 9, 2015

ISLAMABAD - Chief Justice Nasir-ul-Mulk Saturday took notice on a story published in an
English newspaper under the caption ‘Larkana’s Ladies Club loses portion to land mafia’. The
building was built in 1934 and hence is protected under the heritage laws of Sindh.

According to the story, the club is the significant part of Larkana heritage and has hosted some
famous guests in its time. The club was home to cultural activities organised by Hindu, Christians
and Muslim women before the partition. The land is property of District Government but in 2004
the government decided to handover it to builder who wanted to convert it into a hotel. A number
of heritage buildings all over the country are in dilapidated state and the owners let such building
fall to the ground so that they can be declared as dangerous and thereafter new flats or
commercial plazas are built upon the sites.

Taking notice of the issue, the Chief Justice passed order: “The matter be registered in Human
Rights Case and placed before the Court.”

ISLAMABAD - A book on the Chinese culture by Ambassador of Pakistan to Germany Syed
Hasan Javed has recently hit the stalls. The book titled “Chinese Soft power Code” is the second
book authored by the ambassador on Chinese culture, in a row.

The author of the book, a senior Pakistani diplomat, has almost spent a decade in China and
very familiar with the Chinese culture, said a message received here Saturday from Pakistan’s
Embassy in Berlin, Germany

The book gives an understanding of the origin and evolution of Chinese values, attitudes and
wisdom from the ancient times to the contemporary age.

The book also traces back Pakistan’s rich cultural and historical heritage and its linkages with
China along the ancient Silk Route.

The book includes teachings of China’s great sages Confucius, Lao Tzu, Sunzi, and others.

LAHORE / ISLAMABAD: The first-of-its-kind biodiversity park which opens next month in
Murree aims to provide natural habitat to local flora and fauna and will serve as a tourist
destination.

The park, developed at a cost of Rs92.183 million by the Punjab Environment Protection
Department (EPD) with the technical and professional support of International Union for the
Conservation of Nature, will open during the first week of March.

The park is being developed for preserving local flora and fauna, said an official of the EPD. The
park will also facilitate research on issues related to biodiversity and provide a natural habitat for
the endangered local species, he added.

Spread over 41 acres, the park also aims to remove anthropogenic disturbances such as
grazing, wood collection, waste dumping, sewage and land erosion in the biggest tourist spot of
the country, the official said.

A library on flora and fauna will also provide relevant information to visitors and researchers and
the park management plans to hire services of professional guides to assist tourists, the official
said.

EPD Secretary Igbal Muhammad Chauhan said the third party evaluation of the park’s structure
was complete and it was now ready to be opened for the general public. “It would provide natural
habitat to local flora and fauna according to international standards,” he said. The biodiversity
director at the Ministry of Climate Change Naeem Ashraf Raja, when contacted, said the park
will be a recreational cum awareness park for tourists visiting the hill station.

PESHAWAR - In order to present the real picture of Pakhtun nation, the International Afghan
Cultural Day will be celebrated every year on September 23 in Pakistan, Afghanistan and
worldwide. “To bridge the gap between people of Afghanistan and Pakistan, the Pak-Afghan
People Forum had been formed in June 2012,” Chairman of the forum Alamzeb Khan said this
while speaking at a news conference here on Monday.

Moreover, a two-day international conference had also been held in Peshawar in December
2013 under the auspices of the same forum, whereas it had been decided to mark International
Afghan Cultural Day on September 23 every year. Alamzeb Khan, who is chairman of Pakistan’s
chapter of the Pak-Afghan People’s Forum, said that marking the day would present the true
picture of Pakhtun nation across the globe. “These days Pakhtuns are being presented as
terrorists, which is totally wrong,” he added. Flanked by Shahab Khattak, Syed Bashar, Usman
Khalil and others, Alamzeb Khan said through celebration of this day, we want convey a positive
message to the world.

SWAT: Looking like an opaque pellet on the faint blue countenance of the sky, the mighty sun is
retreating against the rising glamour of the white snow face. Its setting frail yellow rays behind
shattering clouds are shying away to shove apart the sky-high mountains rears.
For the nature lovers, this would be a perfect view in the spellbinding beauty of Malam Jabba.
The gigantic sky-touching mountains would elevate them to spiritual journey, far beyond
materialistic realms, where they can find reprieve from the cares of the world.

Wearing thick white snow blanket these days, Malam Jabba is fast emerging to be a
magnanimous winter tourist resort of Pakistan. Situated at the height of 8,700 feet above the sea
level at one of the rooftops of the world, it is the only ski resort of the country providing skiing

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4:¥



27

s BE INFORMED

TOURISM# BULLETIN

facilities to the general public in its 800 metres gentle slopes.

Unlike other captivating resorts of Swat valley, which get almost a negligible number of tourists in
winter season due to non-development of winter tourism in these spots, Malam Jabba is a center
of tourism activities in this particular time of the year.

The ski-lovers from around the world make bee lines to the resort. In the past they got
disappointed when they found no reservation in the lone three storey building of the PTDC hotel
on weekends, which was destroyed during militancy in Swat. However, not constructed
thereafter so far, except for the debris were removed from the site.

Nonetheless now a day, there are a number of lodging facilities available to the tourists on easy
terms, which are scattering beside the road on the scenic spots. One would have no difficulty in
finding reservation, except for the time taken in reaching from one spot to the other due to the
road problem.

The resort is an ideal site for skiing because the place receives heavy snowfall during the winter
season. Besides, skiing equipment and chair lifts to the top are available to the general public.
The owners of the equipment would offer you the equipment on easy terms. They would also
show you how to skiing, within the meager amount paid for it. The place has also seen national
ski championships. Training camp is arranged for the players. Training is given to the beginners.
The increasing number of children, including foreign sky lovers working in Pakistan, visits the
spot on weekends and other holidays.

The month of February is an ideal time for the activity. The place had seen a lot of snowfall by
this month. The humps and gorges are covered with thick snow. Even the lower parts are
covered to knee deep snow. That attracts a large number of the tourists.

Thousands of tourists visit the spot to relish its sights and become one with nature. Here they
trespass the conventional bounds of sedateness and enjoy the stuff provided to them by the
nature. Rejuvenated by this rich and spiritual elevation, they return home in a peaceful state of
mind, to acknowledge the ultimate Creator for this special gift.

Little more than a holiday destination, the place provides an ideal get together equally to the
locals and tourists from far-off places. The locals from the surrounding areas come to the place
to enjoy picnic on the weekends. The abode cures the past injuries of the militancy hit people
with the blessing of forgetfulness and hope. It gives them impetus to keep away the harsh
realities of the past for better tomorrow.

“There is no country, like Pakistan anywhere in the world with respect to its changing seasons
and fascinating scenic spots”, says Daud Khan a resident of Aligrama Swat, who visited many of
the world countries as a business man and buildings contractor.

He has come to Malam Jabba many times but the snow caped mountains attract him to the
place again and again. He is here once more with a group of friends. They are all playing
childishly in the snow. They have soaked themselves head to toe in the snow by recklessly
wrestling and hitting one another by snowballs.

Most of his friends are shopkeepers and cloth merchants in Mingora City. They have come to the
spot for the Friday picnic, which is a day off for them. Here they throw away the hubbub of city
life and the rush of business activities and return home carefree.There is also a problem of
increasing traffic jams. Two vehicles can hardly make their way to pass on the road, especially
on the weekends. Resultantly, the tourists mostly prefer to be on foot, which is also a
cumbersome experience on the slippery tracks.Although Malam Jabba has become a focus of
activities round the year, the Tourism Department has no interest in developing the site. So far it
has not come up with a comprehensive plan to develop the resort on the principals of eco-
tourism.

“There are plenty of sites in Malakand and Hazara Division, which can be developed into sky
sports”, said a tourist. But the dire need is for vibrant state machinery to develop them on
modern lines. Alas! We can just think about it. There is no dynamism here.

Unfortunately, the lack of interest on the part of the responsible has turned many scenic spots of
cultural significance, which should have otherwise been preserved as tourist resorts, into
wastelands. The print and electronic media is no less responsible for the lack of interest and
improper projection of the development of such sites.

“Malam Jabba is a fantastic place”. “| want to tell the others to visit the place”, says a foreigner.
But unfortunately our own authorities are not ready to develop the scenic spots into a full-fledged
tourism resorts despite the fact that they can make millions of profits out of it. Besides attracting
foreign exchange, tourism may promote the falling good-will of the country and above all it can
create employment.

Before the lavishing roof-top of the world, Malam Jabba, is finally dropped one day as a scenic
resort, we must think about its preservation for the future generations.

4.¥ ©2015 www.alhasan.com



s BE INFORMED

TOURISM# BULLETIN 2

‘Heaven on earth’: Malam
Jabba sees surge in
tourists after a white
winter

The Express Tribune, Feb 4, 2015

Preserving musical heritage
for a decade, and counting
The News, Feb 2, 2015

Tourism Corporation KP is
organising a two-day event
of cultural and folk
performances
Onepakistan.com,Feb 01, 2015

MALAM JABBA: Now that incoming showers and snowstorms have abated, tourists are
heading towards Swat Valley in large numbers to enjoy the scenic spectacle.Thousands of
people are flocking to Malam Jabba over the past few weeks. Situated over 8,000 feet above sea
level, the hill station is one of the most popular resorts of the valley.“The serenity of this place is
unbelievable. Snow has blanketed the entire area,” Abdul Hai, a visitor from Karachi, told The
Express Tribune.

Hai said he was hesitant to come to Swat at first since the security situation has not been ideal
over the past few years.

“The environment is quite different from what is perceived in Karachi,” he explained. “The valley
is peaceful and life here is very normal—better than any other part of the country. It is heaven on
earth,” he said.

Tourists head to the valley all year round. “Every patch is green during the summer. Water in the
streams is crystal clear and the entire countryside is blooming,” said Shamim Zahoor, a tourist
from Lahore. However, visitors lamented the lack of infrastructural facilities in the area.

KARACHI: This month the National Academy of Performing Arts (Napa) completes the first
decade of its inception. The News talked to sitar maestro Ustad Nafees Khan, who heads the
music department of the academy.

“The death knell for our musical heritage was sounded 35 years before the birth of Napa. We
have at least staved off that death. We have restarted the restoration of culture. So | would say it
has been a great success,” Khan said while evaluating the 10 years of Napa in a nutshell.

Delving further into the subject, he said they had reoriented the values of the young people in a
very subtle way, adding that they had made them feel proud of their cultural-historical heritage.

“We make it very clear to them that music and dance is an evil activity only if used for bad
purposes: carnal or sensual.”

Khan said music, fine arts and performing arts are the basis of a nation’s cultural and intellectual
progress and identity; Napa has imparted due respectability to these pursuits.

“Things can only be put in their right perspective if we support the spirit of tolerance in our
society, whereby we are prepared to listen to differing viewpoints and try to gauge the validity of
dissenting opinion.”

As for parents’ attitude towards their children taking up music as a career, he said that while
resistance on the part of parents might not have completely vanished, “we certainly have gone a
long way in reorienting their attitudes. Their resistance has softened considerably”.

Khan said the success of their programme could be gauged from the fact that, let alone a
cosmopolitan city like Karachi, they had young men and women from remote corners of the
country, like Chitral, apart from relatively reputedly conservative cities like Lahore and Rahim Yar
Khan.

At this juncture he sent for a student, who was from the not-so-advanced segment of society,
hailing from Rahim Yar Khan.

The maestro said it was the boy’s first-ever visit to Karachi. He asked him to demonstrate his
vocal talent, which was highly impressive: a mellifluous voice with meticulously controlled
cadences.

In certain cases, said Khan, parents had escorted their children to the academy; they were
absolutely satisfied on seeing the conditions, whereby they would have no undesirable effect on
the children’s moral uprightness or integrity. Talking about the fee structure, he said it was
reasonable and Napa had the less financially privileged students in mind when drawing it up.

“Sometimes we even give a student a 50-percent discount if we find that he or she has an
aptitude for music and wants to master the pursuit in earnest. We cater to the lower middle
classes, the lower income stratum of society.”

PESHAWAR : The Tourism Corporation Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) is organising a two-day
event to showcase the cultural and folk performances and traditional cuisines for enjoyment of
the families at the Peshawar Garrison Club tomorrow (Saturday-Sunday). The event titled,
Culture and Cuisines Festival, is aimed at to promote the soft image of the province and to
provide a changed scene to the people after the recent Army Public School tragedy.There will be
a total of 30 stalls in the festival and of them 15 will be reserved for the items showcasing cultural
and national heritage and traditions through handicrafts, modern and cultural dresses, metal and
clay works etc.

The rest 15 stalls would offer cuisines from all the districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa that includes
painda or suhbat, rice, Nowshera fish, chapal kebab, Peshawarinaan, Kabuli Pulao, seekh
kebab, lamb sajji etc.Traditional cuisines are strongly influenced by the rich cultural surroundings
of the region and the food blends in the mouth-watering flavours of cooking. The roots of the
traditional food stuff can be traced to the cookery styles used in Afghanistan and Iran.Chitrali,
Kalash dances, Khattak, Mahsud, Waziri and Afghani attan (traditional dances) are also part of
the two-day festival. The event, which is only open to families, would be held at Peshawar
Garrison Club from 10am to 10pm.Tickets are available on payment and Rs30 will be charged
for a ticket. The money collected from the tickets sale would be given to a charity organisation.
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UNESCO declares six ISLAMABAD: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has
archaeological sites as declared six archaeological sites/monuments as world heritage in Pakistan, Senate told on Friday.

worldiheritagein PakiStan: UWERUICARCEVACER TSl of Col (r) Syed Tahir Hussain Mashahadi in the Senate, Federal
Senate told Minister for Information, Broadcasting and National Heritage Senator Pervaiz Rashid, informed the
House that the sites includes Archaeological Ruins at Moenjodaro, Archaeological Ruins at Taxila,
Brecorde.com, January 30, 2015 Buddhist Ruins at Takht-e-Bahi and neighboring city at Sehr-Behlol Mardan, Historical Monuments
at Makli Thatta, Lahore Fort and Shalimar garden Lahore and Rohtas Fort Jehlum.

He said that UNESCO provides help/assistance for the preservation and conservation of world
heritage sites.He said that UNESCO has provided financial/technical assistance for the
preservation and conservation of world heritage sites of Pakistan.The minister said that after the
18th amendment in the constitution all world heritage sites of Pakistan are under the administrative
control of the provinces.

Sl i el g | LAHORE: Since 1981, a small 400-square foot house comprising two rooms in Mohalla Dawood
Nagar in Jhang tehsil has been designated a ‘national monument’. This is the house where
Dr Abdus Salam called Pakistan’s first Nobel Laureate in Physics Dr Mohammad Abdus Salam was born in 1926.

home, really a national ) ) ) L
heritage‘? Today ma_rks what woulc_i have be_en Dr S_alam 5 89th birthday. Howev_er, the house vs{lll remain quiet

S today as its former resident’s birth anniversary will pass by unnoticed by many in the country.
e S e e e 2 “There have never been any commemorative ceremonies for Dr Salam at this house as long as |
have lived here,” said one neighbour Nadeem. A signboard outside the house informs that it is a
protected property under the Antiquities Act 1975.Nadeem says the outer wall of the house fell in
some time ago, and was repaired by neighbours before the Archaeology Department took the
property into its custody and deputed a caretaker for the site. The keys to the house remain with
another neighbour, Yasir, who opens the house for the occasional visitor. The caretaker reportedly
visits once or twice a month.

“We do not have any plans for repairs or maintenance works for the house in the near future,”
Archeology Department Deputy Director Magsood Ahmed told The Express Tribune. He said the
government has deputed two caretakers.

Dr Abdus Salam’s father was an official in the Department of Education in this farming district.
According to the Nobel Prize committee, when Dr Salam “cycled home from Lahore, at the age of
14, after gaining the highest marks ever recorded for the Matriculation Examination at the University
of Punjab, the whole town turned out to welcome him.”Dr Salam won a scholarship to Government
College, University of Punjab, and took his MA in 1946. He was then awarded a scholarship to St.
John'’s College, Cambridge University, where he excelled in mathematics and physics, awarded by
Cambridge University in 1950 for the most outstanding pre-doctoral contribution to physics. He
obtained a PhD in theoretical physics and his thesis, published in 1951, contained fundamental
work in quantum electrodynamics which had already gained him an international reputation.

Dr Salam returned to Pakistan from England in 1951, to teach mathematics at Government College,
Lahore. In 1952, he was appointed head of the Mathematics Department of Punjab University. He
left Pakistan for Europe in protest against state-sanctioned discrimination and in 1979, he was
awarded the Nobel Prize for his groundbreaking research in theoretical physics. Subsequently, Dr
Salam’s work was celebrated as an estimated 42 honorary doctorates were bestowed upon him by
institutions across the world.When Dr Salam travelled to Pakistan in December 1979, he was
received in Lahore, Peshawar and Islamabad by the military secretaries to the governors and
president at the time Ziaul Hagq. When protestors from a politico-religious party threatened to disrupt
a commemorative event at Islamabad’s Quaid-e-Azam University, the institution was compelled to
shift the event to the National Assembly Hall. Similarly, protests disrupted an event at Punjab
University, while Dr Salam’s alma mater Government College Lahore chose not to invite him to the
institution.

Dr Salam passed away in 1996 and was buried in Rabwah, without a state funeral. The epitaph at
his grave reads, ‘First Nobel Laureate’, as the word ‘Muslim’ has been deleted under court orders.

Imran Khan asks for PESHAWAR: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTl) Chairman Imran Khan has asked the Khyber
measure to promote Pakhtunkhwa Sports, Tourism, Archaeolqu, Musegms and Youth Affairs Departmen.t to Qevis.e

: : short and long-term projects for the promotion of tourism and preservation of archaeological sites in
tourism in KPK the province There is a dire need to construct accommodation in or near the tourist spots and
Aaj News, Jan 28, 2015 archaeological sites in line with eco-friendly and conservation principles to attract more tourists and
visitors to the scenic valleys and historical sites in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, he said this at a briefing
held in Banigala in Islamabad.

Advisor to KP Chief Minister on Sports, Tourism, Archaeology, Museums and Youth Affairs Amjad
Afridi, Secretary Aftab Akbar Durrani, Additional Secretary Humayun, Managing Director Tourism
Corporation Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) Mushtag Ahmad Khan, Director Archaeology &
Museums Dr. Abdul Samad, General Manager Administration and Properties TCKP Sajjad
Hameed, Advisor Tourism TCKP Dr. Ali Jan attended the briefing.The PTI leaders Saifullah Niazi
and Naeemul Haq were also present on the occasion. Imran Khan said that he had now focused all
the energies on the development of KP and will check a quarterly progress report of all the
provincial government departments in the province.

The PTI chairman was briefed through presentations by Dr Abdul Samad on Archaeology and
Museums, MD Mushtag Ahmad Khan on TCKP and the Additional Secretary Humayun on
Sports.The three and a half hour meeting also consisted of apprising Imran Khan of the progress of
the individual directorates and corporation along with its achievements in planning both short and

4.¥ ©2015 www.alhasan.com



=== BE INFORMED

TOURISM# BULLETIN 30

long term projects.Sports, Tourism, Archaeology, Museums and Youth Affairs officials said that
after the briefing Imran Khan appreciated the efforts of the department and showed keen interest to
visit Gor Khattri and Sethi House next month, as he had heard a lot about them and wanted to
promote the archaeological and cultural sites.They said the PTI chairman stressed the need for
building hotels, rest houses, youth hostels in or near the tourist spots and archeological sites like
Hund, Takht Bhai and Malam Jabba to facilitate the tourists. This will specially be favorable for
international tourists like the visit of monks organised in October 2014.India has turned their
archaeological sites into hotels to facilitate the tourists and it leads to an increasing rich experience
for the tourists, an official quoted Imran Khan as saying.The MD TCKP said, Since June 2014,
TCKP has undertaken numerous initiatives to promote the soft image of the province but alongside
we need to undertake long term projects that will help in facilitating the tourists e.g. eco-friendly
drive at Saiful Muluk and Galayat that will lead to a greener and cleaner environment.The Director
Archaeology & Museums Dr. Abdul Samad said, The walled city of Peshawar is very rich and
should be preserved.There are many stakeholders here like Augaf and Local Government should
come under the archaeology department.A summary has been put up in this effect to renovate the
wall city and bring it back to its glorious image.He also said that The Directorate has been working
hard to bring the first Antiquity Act of the province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in action and very soon
good news will be heard regarding it.During the briefing, Imran Khan said that he plans to reattach
the Culture Directorate back with its sister department e.g. Sports, Tourism, Culture, Archaeology,
Museums & Youth Affairs.He also said Sheikh Badin is a neglected spot by the Department, which
is located in the south at 5,000 feet and proposals should be made for its revival.

Later, Director Museums Dr Abdul Samad and MD TCKP Mushtag Ahmad Khan gave calendars of
2015 year of their respective directorate and corporation to Imran Khan.

PTDC employees stage MULTAN: Over 400 employees of the Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC) on Jan

: 26 staged a demonstration against the blockage of their salaries for the last two years after the
demo in Multan SeTS el
passage of the 18th amendment. The employees led by PTDC Employees Union divisional
The News, Jan 27, 2015 coordinator HasnainBukhari gathered at ChowkNawanShehr and chanted slogans against the
government. They said that the federal government had notified and devolved the department to
Punjab, which refused to releasetheir salaries. They said that their families were facing starvation
and hunger besides expulsion from rented houses. They said that their children had been expelled
from schools and colleges due to non-payment of fee and their future was bleak.

Speaking on the occasion, HasnainBukhari said that a board of directors headed by Federal
Minister for Information PervaizRasheed was looking into the matter. They said that the government
was earning millions of rupees from hotels, resorts and bus service across the country.

‘Waekh Lahore’ to LAHORE: WAEKH Lahore’ the second unique Competition & Exhibition of photographic excellence
about this centuries old city also known as the ‘City of the lively-hearts’, is a mega event in the
world of photography, jointly organised by Walled City Lahore Authority (WCLA) and Photographic

promote heritage
The News, Jan 27, 2015 Society of Pakistan, in collaboration with Lahore Photography Club and Alhamra Arts Council.

The photography exhibition, which opened on Monday evening and housed over three dozen
brilliant photographers entries, is a living testimony to the fact that Lahore is a city of lively people
and it must be protected and projected in the true spirit it deserves. The official objective of the
exhibition, as projected by its principal organisers i.e. the WCLA, remains the promotion of Lahore
as our historical heritage.Just for a starter, the display of Lahore’s Architecture, which is one of the
three categories in which the entries had been divided, is not just a glimpse into our glorious past
and a walk down the memory lane, but it is also a great source of learning for the students of
architecture and the general public alike about matchless building skills of the master builders we
had some 100 years back. The exhibition also helps us to compare the present assets with the
glowing heritage of our remarkable past which we have ruined in the name of development and due
to our ignorance.The category of ‘Street Life’ is as thriving and living as the streets of Lahore are
especially the Walled City Streets. It provides a unique chance to those living in the same city and
other cities of country to see the breathing city through the lences of a camera, who could never
find time in their hectic routine to roam around in this beautiful heart of Pakistan and appreciate its
mesmerising grandeur.

In the third and last category titled ‘Historic Monuments,” the commitment, dedication and brilliance
of the craftsmen, builders and the rulers of the times gone by captivate the viewers.

After all said and done, it will be a gross injustice if the DG WCLA Kamran Lashari and his team’s
vision and love for Lahore is not appreciated for holding this grand event second time in a row,
Kamran Lashari, unlike any other seasoned and senior bureaucrat has a craze to beautify places
and cities. He has a fixation with art and heritage, especially Lahore’s heritage. The reason is very
simple: Kamran is a son of Lahore, born and brought up in this living city. He owes a lot to this city
and is trying to pay it back in his own, very innovative style. Although Kamran Lashari could not
make it to the prize distribution ceremony of this grand event; however, his presence was felt all
over the venue being reflected in his dedicated team bent on changing the Walled City skyline.

Taniya Qureshi of WCLA told this scribe that some 600 photographs were received for the
competition, out of which, 350 photos had been displayed in the exhibition. In the Architecture
category, Junaid Ahmed, Abdul Rafey and Armagan Nishat bagged the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes. In
the Street Life Category, Amnah Yaseen (the only female who earned the prize), Hassan Ahmed
and Sher Ali got the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes respectively. In the 3rd and final category titled ‘Historic
Monuments,” Hussain Mehmood got the first prize, Sher Muhammad got the 2nd and Muhammad
Ali received the 3rd Prize. Likewise another 20 photographers, who came in the first 20s list, were
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given the prizes by the chief guests.

A drive through desert: gA;-IOdRE: The ;I'c;uritsm“?evelopm}entth C%Eolrattion j)f Pugjaﬁ) ('II'tDCIP) arranged 2 %erten:10n¥loorr:
: aturday to celebrate years of the olistan Jeep Rally. It also announced that the 10t
Igl;zz:g 2?2;2?;:; ':tJe:ep Cholistan Jeep Rally would take place from February 13 to February 15.

Raily Managing Director Ahmer Malick said more than 90 professional drivers were expected to

: participate in the rally over a 230-kilometre-long track. The rally, started in 2005, aims to promote
e e e T toyrism i Cholistan, he said.Malick said 250,000 people had come to see the rally last year. He
said he hoped that it would become a mega event in the next 10 years attracting tourists from
across the world.He said the TDCP had organised various events, including a musical evening,
fireworks display and camel dance, to showcase the culture of Cholistan during the rally.Col (r)
Kamaluddin Rana from the Houbara Foundation said he believed the rally would help draw
attention to various Cholistan issues, included water, education, infrastructure and health.

“Cholistan is a living desert. Great efforts are needed to conserve its flora and fauna,” he said. Chief
Minister’s Inspection Team Chairman Imran Ali Goraya said he was part of the team that had
initiated the jeep rally in Cholistan. He said he had remained on the team for four years. Goraya
said the first rally had been the most difficult to organise; a large number of drivers had gone off
course in the desert. He said the purpose of the rally was to showcase the history and culture of
Cholistan.Sports, Youth, Education, Archeology and Tourism Minister Rana Mashhood Ahmed
Khan said the rally had established its identity. He said the rally had helped develop road network in
the area. He discussed various projects that his ministry had started over the past few years. He
said a tourist bus service would be started in Lahore and a chairlift and cable car project would be
started in Murree in a couple of months. He said the rally was not the achievement of one
government but of the people who had been working on it since day one.Later, souvenirs were
presented to those who had fared well at the last few rallies.

Govt focusing on LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Tourism Rana Mashhood has said that the government was focusing
promotion of on tourism sector for its promotion in the province. Addressing the ceremony here on Saturday to

A : acknowledge the efforts and services of all the stakeholders of Cholistan Jeep Rally started in 2005,
tourism:Rana Mashood he said that time would come soon when drivers from all over the world would take part in this
Daily Times, Jan 25, 2015 event.

He said that work was being carried out on tourism bus service in Lahore and it would be started
soon, adding that the project of chair lift and cable car in Murree was in launching state as the work
in this regard was completed.

He said the support of people has great importance for turning the dreams into reality, adding that
the people of Cholistan contributed a lot in making Cholistan Jeep Rally a successful event.

Later, talking to media he said that all facilities would be ensured at the venue of the 10th Cholistan
Jeep Rally while people would also be able to watch cricket matches on screens over there. To a
question, he said that people could see the details of the packages and bus service on the website
regarding the event. Punjab Secretary for Youth Affairs, Sports Archaeology and Tourism
Muhammad Khan Khichi said that 10th Cholistan Jeep Rally was a big event in terms of winter
tourism in South Punjab.

Punjab chief minister Inspection team Chairman Irfan Ali said that the aim behind the event was to
highlight the potential tourism of the country. Tourism Development Corporation of Punjab (TDCP)
Managing Director Ahmer Malik said that 10th Cholistan Jeep Rally schedule has been announced
and the event would be held from February 13 to 15 in Cholistan desert. He added the route of the
rally has been finalised and this year the rally distance would be of about 230km while more than 90
drivers would take part in it. The MD said that the event would enable the opportunity to the local
artists to highlight the culture of their area whereas Cholistan Fort was a big historical asset and
TDCP wanted to conserve it for the coming generations with the support of people. TDCP thanked
Pak Army, Rangers, Punjab police, Bahawalpur city district government, Nawab Salahuddin and the
sponsors of the event for always extending their cooperation in arranging the event. Awards and
souvenirs were also distributed among the stakeholders.

Hamza Ali Abbasi KARACHI- Often in the news due to his political views and affiliations; actor Hamza Ali Abbasi has
appointed PTI Karachi's been appointed Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf's Secretary Culture for Karachi.

culture secretary The budding star has been a staunch supporter of Imran Khan's party for some time now. He joined
The Nation. Jan 24. 2015 the party late last year and given his continual engagement with PTI it is no surprise that, the party's
: : Karachi President Ali H. Zaidi announced that Abbasi will now take on the role of PTI Karachi's
Secretary Culture, reported a private TV channel.The position entails an overall responsibility to
develop strategy when it comes to the party's take on culture-related issues as well as the media.

Egypt, Indonesia and ,IAdtotaI .of 1dGC’|; rl'?.illtion Urrlzradh vitshastwere ists,pedtthecempercj%s Iand J:tanuar)t/) 20,f vyith Epg‘;y.zt,

: e i ndonesia and Pakistan ranked as the top countries that received the largest number of visas. Aside
PakIStan. e e D [ from the three, other countries included in the list were GCC and Arab countries like Algeria,
Umrah visas Morocco, Jordan, Tunisia, Lebanon, Syria and Turkey among others.In line with this, the Saudi
TTN online, Jan 21, 2015 Arabia has revealed the start of the Umrah Season 1436, which will also signal the start of the
implementation of new regulations and guidelines for Umrah pilgrims visiting the kingdom. The
regulations, which have been reviewed, revised and updated in partnership with the government
and private sectors, will be applied during this new Umrah season.Ziyad Bin Mahfouz, president,
Elaf Group, said: “The Elaf Group remains fully committed towards its move to provide world class
high quality services to pilgrims performing Umrah this season. We will be working closely with
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government authorities in serving these pilgrims from the time they arrive in Saudi Arabia to the
time they complete their pilgrimage and depart the country. As a key player in Saudi’s tourism
industry, we pledge to do our part of providing high quality services that meet the needs of these
Umrah visitors like transportation and hotel arrangements—widely helping in the advancement of
the country’s tourism for religious purposes sector.”

The new guidelines were developed by the Ministry of Haj and include new standards for travel and
tourism based companies that operate inside and outside of the kingdom. The new standards
include provisions in granting visas, offering services and the training and qualification for travel
agents and other tourism related positions. The move is part of the government’s continuing effort
to enhance and upgrade the level of offered services for tourists visiting the kingdom to perform
Umrah and Hajj.

Three govt depts join PESHAWAR: The three government departments have joined hands for initiating a number of
hands to set up modern projects, including establishment of modern tourist spots, in the scenic Swat valley to attract
. A national and foreign tourists to the “mini-Switzerland of Pakistan”.
tourist spots in Swat ) ] ] ) )
Vall ey The Tourism Corporation Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) in collaboration with the Revenue,
Construction & Works Department and district administration of Swat have planned to construct
The News, Jan 17, 2015 state-of-the-art tourist spots at various places in Malam Jabba, said a press release on Thursday. It
said the TCKP and other partners would construct rooms for the tourists, kids play area, benches,
skiing tracks, Malam Jabba hotel and chairlift facilities for the visitors in these spots.The projects
also include various steps to promote eco-tourism and boost tourism activities to attract more
tourists to the serene valley.A joint team consisting of officials of the TCKP, district administration
Swat, Revenue & C &W Department has finalised three spots out of the already six identified sites
for the purpose. The official work for the acquisition of land at the designated sites has been
completed.

The six identified sites from Mangalore to Malam Jabba include Sair village, two each spots at
Khamba and Spinay villages and one at Qilla Pattay. TCKP Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmed
Khan said: “This is a big step jointly taken by three government departments for the promotion of
tourism in the province”.He said the projects will not only boost tourism activities but also create
employment opportunities and enhance revenue of the local communities in Swat.Managing
Director said that work on all the projects was going on simultaneously and upon completion the
tourist spots will open to the public.

Restoring a vital road Neelum Valley, known in Pakistan as “Paradise on Earth,” tourism is booming. A road from
damaged by the 2005 Muzgffar.abad .to Athmaq_am has been rebulllt and upgradeq after the Octoper 2905 earthquake,
making it easier for tourists to travel to this remote area in northern Pakistan."The number of
ea'ﬂ_‘quake boosts customers to my restaurant has doubled following the reconstruction of the Neelum Valley road,”
tourism and opens says Muhammad JavedAwan, 29, who owns a riverside eatery called Marco Polo in Pattika village.
livelihood opportunities in ;%raclgll.lraged bly thebgrowir?g n(tjlmbﬁr of tourislts, myh brﬁthelrs arkd | ar(:l n(i(wdbléilding a hotel.’;]'I'ITe
: s -kilometer long bow-shaped valley runs along the Neelum River, flanked by panoramic hills,
Pakistan’s Neelum Valley lush green forests, and streams. The valley is located north-east of Muzaffarabad, which suffered
Jan17, 2015 heavy losses in the earthquake.Restoring connectivity was the first and foremost challenge in the
short run to enable relief and recovery operations, and in the long run to rebuild homes and restore
livelihood activities.The massive 7.6 earthquake struck the mountainous region of Khyber
Pukhtunkhwa Province and Azad Jammu and Kashmir region on the morning of 8 October 2005,
taking an estimated 73,000 lives.“The affected areas were in a mainly mountainous region. The
earthquake caused major landslides and toppled vital bridges, isolating large numbers of towns and
villages and making survivors more vulnerable to the harsh Himalayan winters,” says Malik Israr,
chief engineer in the State Earthquake Reconstruction & Rehabilitation Agency (SERRA) in
Muzaffarabad. “Thus, restoring connectivity was the first and foremost challenge in the short run to
enable relief and recovery operations, and in the long run to rebuild homes and restore livelihood
activities.”

Post-disaster reconstruction: ADB pledged $1 billion in bilateral grants and loans to the Pakistan
Earthquake Fund to support the government's efforts to rehabilitate damaged areas. On 13
December 2005, ADB approved the Earthquake Emergency Assistance Project, using a grant of
$80 million from the fund and a loan of $220 million from ADB’s Asian Development Fund. Later,
ADB increased the funding for the project to $407 million with co-financing from development
partners.In total, ADB rebuilt 301 kilometers of major roads, 492 kilometers of link roads, and 53
bridges spanning about 2.8 kilometers. The project also reconstructed rural houses, power grids,
schools, and health facilities to higher standards.“The 85-kilometer road from Muzaffarabad to
Athmagam is the only road that connects us with the rest of the country, and it was badly damaged
by the earthquake, totally disrupting transportation,” says Mohammad Farooq, 30, who drives a
mini-bus from Athmagam in Neelam Valley and Muzaffarabad. “But now, thanks to better road
conditions, more and more people are coming to see the area, keeping us busy and on the run.”

In addition, chief engineer Malik Israr says “ADB’s timely reconstruction of the road has also
reduced the transportation cost of government and private sector-led development projects in the
valley, such as the ongoing 969 megawatt Neelum-Jehlum hydropower project.

ISLAMABAD: Snowfall in Murree and surrounding hills on Tuesday attracted a large number of
tourists from different parts of the country.Although there were no vacations, holiday or weekend,
still a large number of people, especially from the urban areas of Punjab and Karachi, traveled to

Tourists throng Murree
to enjoy snowfall

Daily Times, Jan 15, 2015 Murree to enjoy the snowfall. Thousands of tourists from different parts of the country and abroad
visited Murree and its suburbs to enjoy the beautiful hills of snow. The resorts including Bhurban,
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New Murree, Kashmir Point, Pindi Point, Mall Road and Ayubia were packed with tourists. Galyaat,
Hazara and Bhurbhan received more snow as compared to Murree city. All restaurants were
packed with tourists and the demand of woollies also went up, as mercury has gone below the
freezing point. A great crowd was observed at hotels and place for eatables, where people were
enjoying hot food and hot drinks to keep themselves warm. Businessmen and shopkeepers of the
city seem happy to see increased business activity. “I am enjoying the weather here,” said a visitor
Raza Baloch. “We are spending good family time and the children are especially happy,” adding
“Murree has enjoyable entertainment facilities he lauded the civic body for construction of numerous
attractive picnic spots.”Jamshed Ali, a visitor from Lahore, while talking to APP, said Murree has all
the facilities for enjoyment. “l am here today with my family and enjoying this awesome weather,” he
added. The local administration should develop these areas further with additional facilities to
attract visitors and promote tourism, he said.Mushtag Ahmed, another tourist from Karachi
complained that eatables, woollies and other accessories available there to beat the cold weather
were too much expensive. The shopkeepers are exploiting the situation and fleecing the customers,
he said.Meanwhile, traffic police has issued a travel advisory for tourists planning to visit Murree
while the hill station is having snowfall. Talking to APP, a senior traffic official urged APP that
motorists should avoid using Compressed Natural Gas (CNG)-run and old model vehicles to ensure
safe journey to the mountainous resort where people from across the country throng to see scenic
beauty of Malka-e-Kohsar. He said the traffic police have stopped movement of heavy vehicles on
the roads leading to Murree to avoid any untoward incident as the road becomes slippery after and
during snowfall.He further stressed motorists to use tyre chains as it ensures better road grip,
minimising the risk of slipping.

The commuters were perplexed that as various roads had proper drainage system, the rainwater
was flowing on the roads, not only damaging them but also creating problems for the commuters.
They demanded that the civic bodies should rectify the situation.

ArchitecturabHeritageionmirIa L cllEhlyleel)
Death-Bed In sura 59, al-Hashr in ayah 2, Allah says,
The Nation, Jan 11, 2015 “Fa’tabiru ya ulul-absar”,

Tr: Take warning, then, O ye, with eyes, (the
of wisdom).

Care of ancient monument specifically, gained momentum during the 18th and 19th centuries. It
was a response to Modernism and its corresponding architectural perspective, which eschewed
sentimental attachment to old buildings and structures in favour of technological and architectural
progress and change. Prior to this time most of the ancient buildings that were still standing had
only survived because they either had significant cultural or religious import, or they had yet to be
discovered.

The first step in any building conservation project is a sensitive assessment of its history, building
material and merits. Every building has its own biography. An understanding of the whole life of a
building brings an essential understanding of its features and its problems. The growth of the
architectural conservation movement took place at a time of significant archaeological discovery
and scientific advancement. Most ancient buildings are constructed of stone and have survived
from antiquity as a result of the stability of this building material. However, stone can deteriorate
rapidly without protection, particularly in our modern era of pollution and climate change. Contrary
to this brick-built buildings with plenty of wooden adjuncts are more prone to rapid deterioration if
not looked after properly.

In addition to the historical interest which an antiquary may cherish, these mementos of the past are
valuable because they contribute significantly to the knowledge, building techniques, sociology,
knowhow of the people, especially new generations; and economy of the country by acting as key
historical attractions for tourists. The need of conserving historical monuments is thus not only a
cultural requisite, but it is also a recipe to build and rebuild economy. Unfortunately economy,
tourism, knowledge, education is not the concern of our rulers. Our prime concern remains
corruption. The result is with every passing day our architectural assets and cultural history is being
obliterated and no body is there to bother. The minister of our heritage speaks tirades day in and
day out against his political opponent but does not say a word about the plight of our heritage.

What can one say about the political commitment to save our heritage when the Sindh government
held a so called a Cultural Festival on the historic site of Mohenjodaro. The ‘great’ festival was
formerly opened by Bilawal Zardari on February 02, 2014. It was indeed a criminal act to project the
image of a political party and its newly installed chairman. The act of holding the festival at the
world renowned protected site was condemned world-wide. A recent report published in a section of
our press said, “A huge sum of $ 23 million was generated through ‘Save Mohenjodaro’
international campaign jointly run by federal government and Unesco but very little is known about
the usage of that money”. Every time | visit this site | see more loss. | see almost no visitors. The
Mohenjodaro museum which was in relatively good shape fifty years ago shows no sign of
progress. “The visitors and local journalists claim the site is continuously decaying for the last two
decades, raising the questions regarding the use of funds generated to save Mohenjodaro”. (I
would like to write save within apostrophes). Though our heritage has never been in the safe hands
ministers and bureaucrats have remained the mail culprits or perhaps beneficiaries. llliterate
ministers are appointed as ministers of culture and bureaucrats who have least idea about heritage
become its custodian. The main aim of these high-ups is to remove the precious adjuncts from the
sites and decorate their own palaces and bungalows. The Necropolis of Makli has had a variety of
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tombs ranging between multi-storied graves, canopies, tombs and tombs mosques. Each
monument had excellent stone carvings with infinite variety of motifs. At the same time there were
also fine examples of world famous blue, azure and turquoise tiles of Hala. Everything but larger
tombs has been looted. Same is the fate of the necropolis of Chaukhandi and the Dabgir Mosque
near Thatta. “The historic Dabgir mosque is at the mercy of plundering scavengers, with its
degradation of panels, spandrels and arches’ showing the tough times it continues to face while a
row between the Sindh government’s Department of Culture and Department of Antiquities is
adding to its woes.”

The plight of Lahore monuments is another sordid and morbid story. There are six prime
monuments, Badshahi Mosque, Lahore Fort, Jahangir's Tomb, Shalamar Garden, Tomb of
Nurjahan and Wazir Khan’s Mosque. Only the Badshahi Mosque is in relatively better condition the
rest are deteriorating day by day. Neglect, vandalism and dishonesty are sucking the spirit and
blood out of these monuments.

Lahore Fort is one of the prime monuments of Lahore. This centuries old relic existed much before
the arrival of the Mughals. Sultan Mahmud of Ghazna when he annexed Punjab to his domain he
appointed his beloved ghulam Ayaz as the governor. He used this fort as his residence. This fort is
not a fort in the military sense rather it's a palace. Mughal emperor Akbar rebuilt the and thus from a
mud structure it was transformed into a brick and stone structure. At that time its main gate was on
the eastern side now called Masti Gate or Maseeti Gate. It was on this account that Jodha Ba'i
Akbar’s wife built the Begum Shahi Mosque opposite this main gate. Both the Masti Gate, as well
as Begum Shahi Mosque is in bad shape. The Begum Shahi Mosque has suffered the most and it
is almost lost in houses built so close to it in violation of all legislation.

Other monuments that have suffered within the fort are the Royal Bath, Shahjahani Khwabgah,
Makatib Khana, the Royal Kitchen, and the Great Mural Wall. Roof of the Shish Mahal suffered for
neglect and was ‘repaired’ by a group of so called experts. Its condition has further deteriorated.
Naulakha and adjacent building of Shish Mahal has lost quite a few of its precious stones.
The takht in the middle of the circular pond has also been stripped of its precious adjuncts some by
Sikhs and some by Pakistani Sikhs. Story below the Shish Mahal is closed to public thus its care is
no longer required. The Great Mural Wall is also suffering and its present state has drifted it total
loss within next 10-15 years.

Very few people know about the Kuri da Bagh. This is the tomb of Marie Charlotte daughter of a
French officer M. Allard. The tomb exists to the east of main road from old Anarkali to Jain Mandir
(that too is gone).This area is known as Kuri Da Bagh(Daughter's Garden) named after the French
officer's daughter. The garden in which this tomb existed was laid by General Ventura (Jean-
Baptiste Ventura, born Giovanni Battista Reuben also Rubino) a coach to Sikh army. “French
General M. Allard an officer in the service of Maharaja Ranijit Singh was residing in the same
garden remained in service from 1822 to 1889. The daughter of General M. Allard Marie Charlotte
died on April 5 in 1827 in Lahore and she was buried in the north-west corner of this garden.
General H. Allard also died due to heart attack in January, 1889 during the campaign of Peshawar
and his body was brought to Lahore and buried by the side of his daughter in the same tomb. It is a
small tomb with a dome octagonal in plan. On the top of the main entrance, a tablet in Persian
script is fixed bearing the name of the bidder and the death date of Marie Charlotte.”

There is no proper and respectable approach to Jahangir's Tomb. Adjacent to Jahangir's tomb
stands the Tomb of Asif Khan. The lesser said the better about this ill-fated monument. Outside the
boundary wall there are house almost attached to the wall. Inhabitants of these houses enjoy the
luxury of throwing all their litter into the premises of Asif Khan’s Tomb. A pavilion on the northern
extremity is in ruinous state and no remedy is ever seen forthcoming. As a matter of fact there is no
approach to this tomb except an askew hole-like door adjacent to the petit mosque standing in the
west of Akbari Sara'’i, a forecourt of Jahangir's Tomb. Nearly all chambers of this sara’i are in
shambles.

As a cosmetic treatment only that portion of Jahangir has been maintained which is generally
visited by the visitors Northern, eastern and southern flanks remain totally neglected. The tomb of
Jahangir's love-lady and wife Nurjahan is totally open for all sorts of vandalism. Even the boundary
wall is not there. It lawns provide good pitches for upcoming cricketers of the nation. Kite-fliers also
grab their share.

In the vicinity of the University of Engineering and Technology, Lahore there were a number of
outstanding Mughal architectural landmarks. They too are in the process of slow death. One
monument belongs to the Sikh period. This is a Lilliputian memorial of General Paolo Crescenzo
Martino Avitabile (Abu Tabela for Sikhs) (25 October 1791 — 28 March 1850). He was
an ltalian soldier, mercenary and adventurer. He joined the army of Maharaja Ranjit Singh in 1827,
and later also received various civilian appointments. In 1829 he was made administrator
of Wazirabad and in 1837 he succeeded Hari Singh Nalwa as governor of Peshawar. He remained
in the Punjab until the assassination of Maharaja Sher Singh in 1843, after which he retired to Italy,
where his rank as a general was confirmed and he was knighted. Avitabile was also a scholar and
an engineer he worked very closely with the most brilliant Sikh engineer Lehna Singh Majithia. This
litle monument of Avitable has been encroached upon by numerous auto workshops on G.T. Road
opposite UET. For the Department of Museums and Archaeology it was an easy job to shift this
monument to Lahore Museum but no one paid heed. The house where Avitable resided in
Peshawar, close to famous site of Goregathri is also in a ruinous state today.

Among the Mughal monuments of this are known as Baghbanpura are Gulabi Bagh Gateway,
Tomb of Da’i Angah, Budhu ka Ava, Serve wala Magbara, Tomb of Ali Mardan Khan, Anguri Bagh
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(now totally annihilated), Filtration Plant of Shalamar Bagh, Bara-hatta Well of Shalamar Bagh, and
Shalamar Bagh itself. None of these mementos of the past is in a state of appreciation. It is
believed that Shalamar Bagh was surrounded by many other gardens. In the east it had Bagh-i
Dara(Shikoh), in south Gulabi Bagh, in north Chandni Bagh and in the south Angoori Bagh. Nothing
survives.

The portion of Qur'anic ayat that | quoted at the beginning of this article is regarding the incident
when Jews were ordered under Allah’s command to leave the city of Madina. Their conspiracies
had become a threat to the new religion. When the Jews were leaving they packed their belongings
on animals and carts and set their houses on fire. The burnt houses became symbols of non-
cooperating community. Quran itself comprises several incidents of the past that provides
guidelines for future hence the importance of conservation.

PTDC taking steps to RAWALPINDI - Pakistan Tourism and Development Corporation (PTDC) is a legal corporate entity
0 . and it is taking important decisions to promote tourism in the country in accordance with the vision
promOte tourism: MD of Prime Minister Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif. The PM is taking keen interest in promotion and
The Nation, Jan 08, 2015 development of tourism in the country and in light of his vision, important decision are being taken
for the purpose, said Chaudhry Kabir Ahmad Khan, managing director PTDC, while briefing media
persons here at a PTDC restaurant in Daman-e-Koh area of the federal capital on Wednesday.

The MD said that PTDC intended to lease out its motels for 30 years to make PTDC a financially
viable organisation.He added that to revive tourism in the country, repair/ maintenance of existing
PTDC motels had been carried out.PTDC restaurant at Daman-e-Koh has been renovated and
PTDC motel at Wagha has been refurbished and renovated with the help of sponsors, he said.He
further added that PTDC had launched Pakistan Tourism Friends Club.Members of this club,
especially youth, would get exclusive 20 per cent discounts on PTDC facilities and tour packages
on payment of a nominal annual membership fee.Twenty-five rooms special quota for members
would be allowed through lucky draw, he added.He said a memorandum of understanding had
been sighed between PTDC and University of Management and Technology (UMT) Lahore for
sponsorship of PTDC'’s publicity material, banners, website, and seminars/conferences.

He said that every year, PTDC operates daily air-conditioned coach service between Rawalpindi
and Naran.Products and service of PTDC are also being promoted through social media.Kabir said
that four new buses had been purchased and being run on Pak-India route, for which, the PM
sanctioned special funds.He said tour guide training programme and registration for youth had been
launched. Local handicraft bazaars at main PTDC motels are set up on the occasion of
Independence Day. He said the PTDC was planning to complete nine ongoing projects, though
which income would be generated.

Enchanting display of Islamabad: Showcasing an enchanting displayfof Japangse cuIturfaI heritage and history pfassing
: through centuries, the exhibition titled ‘Dolls of Japan- Shapes of prayer, Embodiment of Love’
S EIEENESE cu"u.ral heritage organised by the Japan Foundation in collaboration with the Embassy of Japan in Pakistan and the
through centuries Pakistan National Council of the Arts opened at National Art Gallery on Wednesday.The exhibition
The News, Jan 08, 2015 of Dolls from Japan presents a diverse and intricate ensemble of Japanese Dolls carrying
exuberant details marking the height of craftsmanship that is considered an important example of
fine decorative art.Hiroshi Inomata, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, inaugurated the exhibition.
While speaking to a large gathering of guests and enthusiasts including Diplomats from various
Missions here in Islamabad, the ambassador said ‘the purpose of showcasing this exhibition is to
give the visitors a close glimpse of the versatility and individuality of the traditional and cultural life
of Japanese people through these artistic handmade objects’.Taking pride in his cultural heritage,
the ambassador further said ‘As no matter how much progress we make in the world through our
up-to-date machines and robots, we Japanese, still keep in touch with our traditions and values. For
instance these handcrafted dolls are still significant for us today as they were for our ancestors’.

Dolls have been important to the Japanese culture for centuries. They reflect the history of Japan

from prehistoric to modern times. Some dolls were thought to have religious meaning or mystical
powers while others were appreciated for their beauty. Japan enjoys a rich culture and long history
of dolls. Each doll has its own distinct meaning and purpose, and is deeply connected to daily life.
The history of dolls is long, with the oldest known doll in the world dating back nearly 24,000 years.
The origin of Japanese dolls is also extremely old, beginning in the Jomon period about 3,000 BC.
But it is only since the Edo period (1603-1868) that dolls have taken on a wide variety of forms and
purposes, and many different types have been produced -- as the embodiment of spirits to be
worshipped, as objects endowed with magical powers, as playthings in human form, or simply for
the purpose of display and appreciation.More than 70 dolls displayed at the exhibition under the
theme “Shapes of Prayer, Embodiments of Love”, sent by the Japan Foundation. Among the
diverse display, each Doll carries a story of the cultural heritage of different time. From the
enchanting ‘Ishogi Shinno Kazari, a pair of Dolls wearing the intricate costume that Imperial family
wore during Heian period; Ujjin Toko-Kazari, the grand warriors first battle all in beautiful costume
and armour in intricate details, there were a variety of dolls representing simple Japanese lifestyle
followed by women and children in their day to day life. A women in Kimono from Edo period
absorbed in reading a book, a Child in spring, group of children playing, women getting ready to go
out, a Sumo wrestler, and a number of Dolls of Emperors and Generals in rich costumes made the
exhibition look like a historical journey through Japan.

Japanese dolls traditionally known as “Ningyo (human shape)’ are a unique cultural symbol
because of their rich history and association with the Japanese way of life. They reflect the customs
of Japan and the aspirations of its people, possess distinctive regional attributes, and over the
centuries have developed in many diverse forms. Dolls also provide a showcase for traditional
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Japanese craft products, such as textiles.

Though the human figure in miniature can be found in some form or another within cultures around
the world, in Japan, the doll art having risen to the height of craftsmanship, is now considered an
important example of fine decorative art. The most popular Japanese dolls are those crafted for two
important festivals, Girl's Day (Hinamatsuri) March 3rd and Boy's Day (Tango-No-Sekku) May 5th.
Both of these are festivals which honour children with elaborate displays of dolls set up for them.
These dolls, constructed of straw, silk brocade, wood and crushed shell (gofun) are impeccably
created as delights for both young and old. They would be given on the girl's first Hinamatsuri by
relatives and close friends. They are often passed from mother to daughter as family heirlooms.
They are works of art to be admired and appreciated, never to be mishandled in play.The Exhibition
of Japanese Dolls would remain open for public viewing at National Art Gallery till 30 January 2015.

Tourism Corporation PESHAWAR: A meeting was held today at the conference hall of Tourism Corporation Khyber

et . Pakhtunkhwa, which was attended by the Secretary Sports, Tourism, Archaeology, Museums &
Imtl.ates VTR U Youth Affairs Department Mr. Aftab A)Il(bar Durrani, rl\);lan‘:a)lging Director TCKP Mr. I?/I)Lljshtaq Ahmad
Policy Khan, Ex Secretary Tourism Shahibzada Khalid, Ex Minister Tourism Syed Aqil Shah, Aftab Rana,
One Pakistan, Jan 05, 2015 Lt. Col. Sahibzada Anees, Akbar Zeb Swati, Zahoor Durrani and others.The meeting was conveyed
to discuss the tourism policy that has been in the pipeline since one and a half year and finally will
be submitted to the cabinet at the end of January 2015.

The Tourism Policy became the need of the hour after the 18th amendment and especially cause
the National Tourism Policy which was made in 1990 has become outdated and requires immense
changes. A policy is a set of rules that lead the path. The Tourism Policy KPK is not an individual
effort but includes 200 stakeholders that have participated in it and shared their views in the whole
process, through consultation sessions held across the province.

Aftab Rana while giving the presentation on Tourism Policy said According to the World Economic
Forum, which is issued on an annual basis, Pakistan is ranked as 113 out of 133 countries, which is
a very alarming. He also said that the annual economic impact of tourism in Pakistan is
approximately Rs. 12 billion.

According to the draft of the Tourism Policy, there are 7 components of Tourism; Attractions (e.g
the flora fauna, landscape etc), Accessibility (e.g. Roads etc), accommodation (e.g. hotel, youth
hostels etc), Activities (e.g. to keep the people engaged), Amenities (e.g. telephone, bank, hospitals
etc), Acts (laws that regularize the system to increase the quality services) and Actors
(stakeholders- private and public sector both).

During the meeting it was stressed that the KP domestic market is very strong and isnt effected by
security etc, while the International market is very fragile for which a positive image of the province
should be displayed.Speaking at the meeting the Secretary Tourism said Balance in tourism is a
must, as it affects both positively and negatively the cultural and economical aspects. That is why it
is required to optimize the positive effects and eliminating the negative ones. We are extremely
blessed to have 70% of natural resources and Tourism sites in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, but we need
to preserve them. Aqil Shah the ex- Minister for Tourism raised an issue of bed tax that all hoteliers
have to pay even when the rooms are not used, this is especially unfair for the hotels in Chitral,
Kaghan and Naran which have seasonal tourists.It was also suggested that new destinations
should be opened for tourists especially as we have a lake District of our own in Swat, which
includes 5 breath taking lakes. The Government should preserve them and allow only pony rides to
the lakes to eliminate pollution.

The Government should initiate plans like inter cultural programs where foreign tourists will stay at
local houses in Pakistan rather than in hotels etc. this will play a huge role in community
development and promoting the softer image of our province.

Heritage: Whose tomb LAHORE: Amid the myriad historical and archaeological sites of socio-cultural significance in
S ” Lahore lay the Tomb of Shahzada Pervaiz, the second son of Emperor Jahangir.
is it anyway*

Dawn News, Jan 05, 2015 As mentioned in Tuzk-i-Jahangiri, “Jahangir had five sons named Sultan Khusro, Sultan Pervaiz,

Sultan Khurram, Sultan Jahandar, Sultan Shehryar and two daughters called Sultan Nisar Begum
and Bahar Bano Begum. Khusro, Pervaiz and Jahandar passed away during the king’'s
lifetime.”Sultan Pervaiz had a son and a daughter. The son died during his lifetime while the
daughter was later married to Emperor Shah Jahan’s son, Prince Dara Shikoh.Fond of constructing
buildings, like most Mughal rulers, Prince Pervaiz had built a charming palace in Lahore’s Kot
Khawaja Saeed area. As the people of Lahore greatly loved the prince, that locality, later on, came
to be known as Pervaiz Abad.

There is some controversy about Sultan Pervaiz’'s tomb. Maulvi Noor Ahmad Chishti in his book,
Tehqiqgat-i-Chishti (Researches of Chishti), writes: “This tomb is of prince Pervaiz, the brother of
King Shah Jahan. Its dome is higher even than that of Ali Mardan Khan’s tomb. It is surrounded by
eight gates that are decaying now. Previously, all the door-frames were made of marble but now
everything looks abandoned. Later on, Shah Jahan built a market here by the name Pervaiz Abad
and it is still called by this name. The prince died in 1081 Hijra.”"But some observations by Chishti
are not authentic. For instance, he wrote that Pervaiz died in 1081 Hijra, which cannot be correct as
Pervaiz died during the lifetime of Emperor Jahnagir who himself died in 1037 Hijra.

Other than Noor Chishti, there are some other stories created by several historians. According to
them, at the death of Jahangir, Shah Jahan deceitfully called Sultan Pervaiz (who was his elder
brother) to Lahore and got him murdered by Asif Jah in Kot Khawaja Saeed. This too seems
incorrect. The fact that Prince Sultan died during Jahangir’s lifetime has been mentioned in Maulvi
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Zaka Ullah Dehlvi, Tuzk-i-Jahangiri, Shah Jahan Nama and other books. The death of Prince
Sultan has been described in Tuzk-i-Jahangiri in these words:

“The news of Prince’s ailment reached the palace on Ramazan 23, 1035 Hijra. He had been
suffering from colic pain for quite some time. Later on, Khan-i-Khanan related the news that the
pain started again. He was an excessive drinker and, like his uncle Prince Murad, died of that pain
on Safar 6, 1035 Hijra. The same disease caused the death of Prince Daniyal as well."Moreover, in
the sixth volume of Tareekh-i-Hindustan (Indian History) Maulvi Zaka Ullah Dehlvi writes:

“The writings of Dakkan relate when King started journey towards India from Ghazna via Kabul,
Prince Pervaiz caught liver disease due to excessive drinking. Like his uncle Prince Murad and
Daniyal, he passed away as a result of this pain. His date of death is Safar 6, 1035 Hijra and he
was buried in the garden in Agra.”lf we accept Maulvi Zaka Ullah Dehlvi’s narrative it means the
tomb in Lahore is not that of Prince Pervaiz.Like other historical places in Lahore, the tomb under
discussion, too, has gone through different changes. Before partition, one Chaudhry Mohammad
Hussain not only got it repaired but also fixed an epitaph displaying that the tomb is that of Prince
Dara Shikoh.

However this, too, cannot be correct. Prince Dara Shikoh’s head and body are buried at two
different places: the head was buried beside his mother Mumtaz Mahal’s grave in Taj Mahal, while
the body was laid to rest at Humayun’s tomb.Apart from Mr Hussain’s poor knowledge, other false
stories about the tomb were in circulation and after partition people started calling this dome the
Tomb of Dai Amma, Dara Shikoh’s governess.Whose tomb is this actually? We agree with Syed
Lateef’s account that this tomb might be that of Prince Pervaiz’s son. Major supporting evidence is
the presence of Prince Pervaiz’s garden in Lahore and the fact that the prince’s son had died during
his lifetime.

It was one of the charming buildings built during the reigns of Jahangir and Shah Jahan. The
palace, as well as the garden, was built under the supervision of Prince Pervaiz himself. Kanhaya
Lal Hindi, in Tareekh-i-Lahore (Lahore’s History) [circa 1884], described the condition of this tomb in
these words:“This tomb, an old building, is located in Kot Khawaja Saeed area, towards the South,
and to the East of Lahore city. Its seat is as high as one storey and it has been built on a concrete
pedestal. Once, the outer as well as the inner floors of the tomb were covered with marble which
was later removed on the orders of Maharaja Ranjeet Singh.Later, it was repaired but it, too, got
destroyed. Now, the government has undertaken the work of its repair through me [Kanhaya Lal].”

At present, the tomb looks lost in the crowd of small houses in the narrow alleys. On all four corners
of the roof, small minarets can still be seen. There are small doors on all four sides of the tomb. The
grave is not properly made and only a small mound of dust exists in its place. Due to the negligence
of the archaeology department this site has been left unattended. Not even a nominal plaque, plate
or stone can be found here. In the room, under the dome, children play casually. The concrete
stature of this tomb has been left at the mercy of this city of unaware people and the elements. It is
feared that it will collapse with a heavy rain or a quake.

S sel e el PESHAWAR:  The Tourism  Corporation of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) has completed
for cabinet approval consultations and by end of this month it would submit the province’s tourism policy to the cabinet

for approval.According to a press release issued by TCKP, a meeting was held to discuss the
Dawn News,Jan 03, 2015 tourism policy that had been in the pipeline for last one and a half years.The policy would be
submitted to the cabinet at the end of this month. The tourism policy became the need of the hour
after the 18th amendment.

The meeting held here on Friday at TCKP was attended by the secretary tourism and youth affairs
department Aftab Akbar Durrani, TCKP MD Mushtag Ahmad Khan, former tourism minister Syed
Aqil Shah, AftabRana, Akbar Zeb Swati, ZahoorDurrani and others.About 200 stakeholders have
participated in preparation of the draft policy and shared their views in the whole process, through
consultation sessions held across the province, said the statement. AftabRana, one of the
consultants, said that according to the World Economic Forum, Pakistan was ranked 113 of 133
countries. He said that the annual economic impact of tourism in Pakistan was approximately Rs12
billion.According to the draft of the tourism policy, there are seven components of tourism, including
attractions like the flora and fauna, landscape, accessibility (roads, etc), accommodation (hotels,
youth hostels, etc), activities (e.g. to keep the people engaged), amenities (phone, bank, hospitals,
etc), laws that regularise the system to increase the quality services and actors like stake
holders.During the meeting it was stressed that the KP’s domestic market was very strong, for
which a positive image of the province should be promoted. Speaking at the meeting, the secretary
tourism said that balance in tourism was a must as it affected both positively and negatively the
cultural and economical aspects of a place. That is why it is required to optimise the positive effects
and eliminate the negative ones. Aqil Shah raised the issue of bed tax that all hoteliers had to pay
even when the rooms were not used. This was especially unfair for the hotels in Chitral, Kaghan
and Naran, which had seasonal tourists. It was suggested that new destinations should be opened
for tourists, especially as the province had a “lake district” in Swat, which included five beautiful
lakes. It was proposed that the government should preserve them and allow only pony rides to the
lakes to eliminate pollution.The government should initiate plans like inter-cultural programmes
where foreign tourists would stay at local houses in Pakistan rather than in hotels, etc. This would
play a big role in community development and promoting the softer image of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
said the participants at the consultation, which finalized the draft policy.
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Selen e L e edi s LAHORE: The renovation and rehabilitation of the historical monuments such as Delhi Gate, Masjid

Wazir Khan, ShahiHamam and several havelies have promoted tourism besides boosting economic
mon.uments pron.lotes activities in the Walled City during the year 2014. The walled city of Lahore had been witnessing a
tou_"_sr_n’ economic constant ignorance of authorities for the last many years and majority of its residential areas had
activities been converted into commercial zones. Residents were selling their properties or turning them into
The News, Jan 02, 2015 commercial plazas extending the area of different markets such as Suha Bazaar, Azam Cloth
Market, and Shoe Market.This trend of illegal commercialisation has caused various traffic and civic
issues but the practice is still continuing and residents are facing these issues every day. However
in the year 2014, the Walled City Lahore Authority (WCLA) started a massive campaign against the
illegal basements and commercialisation in Walled City area after which the trend had slowed
down. The WCLA is responsible for the affairs of the Walled City.

During the year 2014, the WCLA also organised several entertaining events in the Walled City such
as Wekh Lahore and KhabaUstad competitions. KhabaUstad was a great hit and Lahorities
thronged the Fort Road Food Street to participate and enjoy the pure Lahori cuisine. Introduction of
guided tours into the renovated Royal Trail has increased the domestic tourism and flux of general
public at Delhi Gate, which boosted the economic activities of the local residents.Lighting up of
Delhi Gate was a big event in the history of Lahore as it was for the first time ever in the history of
Pakistan that Delhi Gate was illuminated. Almost 120 lights have been put up to illuminate the gate.
Delhi Gate is one of the most famous gates of Lahore and was built by the third Mughal Emperor
Akbar the Great. This gate is situated on the east of the city and has its opening towards Delhi, the
capital of Mughal dynasty due to which it was named Delhi Gate.

At an estimated cost of Rs 20 million, the WCLA has installed the first-ever Geographic Information
System (GIS) to preserve and monitor the walled city and its important heritage sites in a scientific
manner. The GIS allowed the WCLA to ensure effective site monitoring, which was one of the most
important aspects of conservation while it was also an effective monitoring tool to ensure timely
completion of conservation goals and recognition of potential threats and emergencies.Meanwhile,
the WCLA also preserved some 365 buildings while over a dozen havelies were declared high
architectural heritage properties. The WCLA also stopped owners of these buildings to demolish or
make any kind of change in the structures. The prominent havelies, which were declared high
architectural heritage, included Lal Haveli, Inside Lohari Gate, Kimla Building, Inside
PaniwalaTalab, Haveli Baijnath, Inside Dehli Gate, Haveli Dhayan Singh, Inside Texali Gate,
Bangla Ayyub Shah, Inside Kashmiri Gate, Nori Building, Inside PaparMandi Bazaar, Haveli Awais
Mir, Paniwalatalab, Haveli BaroodKhana, Inside Masti Gate, FagirKhana Museum, Haveli Mian
Sultan, Inside Delhi Gate and Haveli Dina Nath.Transfer of administrative control of three high
profile historical monuments Lahore Fort, ShahiHamam and HazuriBagh was also an important
event during the year 2014. The WCLA has planned renovation and restoration of these three
monuments during the year 2015, which will promote both local and international tourism, especially
Night Tourism at both Lahore Fort and HazuriBagh.The WCLA also planned to introduce various
programmes such as illumination of buildings, Sound and Light shows, Costume shows, Ready to
wear dresses of Mughal eras for tourists, guided tours for corporate companies, institutions and
individuals at these monuments.On the other hand, excavation of ShahiHammam went on and the
WCLA has completed around 65 percent excavation of ShahiHamam, which was originally built in
1634 AD in the period of Mughal Emperor Shah Jehan and was buried under the mud during the
British rule.The monument will be like a jewel in the crown of Lahore and after complete excavation,
restoration and conservation can be the most visited tourist attraction. The authority is spending Rs
four million on the restoration of the monument the amount was donated by the Royal Norwegian
Embassy.

The ShahiHamam is located just inside the Delhi Gate and was originally built around 1634 AD by
Hakim llimuddin Ansari, the Governor of Lahore, during the reign of Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan
(1628-58 AD). It was designed as a public bath house to serve both visiting travellers as well as
inhabitants of the city. A caravanserai was also located nearby which no longer existed. Hakim
llmuddin Ansari, who was granted the title of Wazir Khan, was also responsible for the construction
of famous mosque inside the Walled City which now bore his name.Excavation of Shahid Hamam
was started by the WCLA in November 2013 in collaboration with the Agha Khan Trust for Culture
and international excavators started working on the project. In 1955, ShahiHamam was recognised
as a cultural asset and declared a protected monument by the Department of Archaeology. The
entrance gateway to the west and the main hall in the northern part of the building are exquisitely
decorated with frescoed panels depicting angels, animals, birds, floral and geometric designs. The
WCLA also introduced building bylaws to regulate the day-to-day affairs of the city area. Kamran
Lashari, DG WCLA while talking with The News, said that 2014 had been a happening year as a lot
of activities happened. “The WCLA takes over the building control and its urban planning
department had started working on the approval of maps and surveys,” he said adding this year
tourism had also been brought back to the walled city.

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4:¥



BE INFORMED

BULLETIN

—
&
==
=
—

39

MUVd HVYNNIF VINILYS ¥

208482

N.OED.EE

3.080.62

N.OEZ.EE

3058 oL 0262 308062 N 3048
5 peoy zexen = %1 =2 e N T [
5 =
wed 519 . @5 s > z
919 e o 2 (AN :
| S Suso i s <, E
S e § g U s 4, H
. 1 2 i z
2| ' 4 Iglen 2 8 z E
g 3 2 F z vis 2 3
" & 3 S0 ) £ | 2 %
819 H g 218 9l leg 2 3 2 J5ig—= S
annowo T 1 annows 021 1S il
2is oro 2 | 3 .
ST avowvia 3 s b
wis . —
— L peoy euis-e-ug —— =
5
peoy UpprwizeN )
anuaAY euup s
Hed
3
> oris 2 6e1s
R b . 3 2 2
oo Uiz eris
s .
. 8r1s
21
3 @ @
4 %18 5 Se1s; i s 2
& €518 2 0518
g 3 i 8 suaIp|Iy)
E & 2 1918 (39
8IS b (33
ws £ § es .
= e N 3is
INFHNIVLELNG 9 B son L3
33 NozvoIm 2o
o il 518 %18 18
i &
IS s 2
! 3 el @ 20y [equry
e Ueyoes) g w 3 onuany yied peoy eauing
¥ a3 wis 3 z —
i 3 293M03 10w
- . 1818 & Gl 1S o, aEst
s N A3 3 Soted
- 3 *Hed 64 0eis
0g1s g
98 m 88
2
9IS IS g s
s &> s H
@ Zi g
. o | B 8 s
va
9IS
™y
o g O Ek 3
|
2 PeoY Yied [
o s
elLg
Sis
S8
@ 2
2] 8 erzis v
2| e 8L1s
@ @
B N Hed i (0g-21) UuoN POy Bo1nIeS
123 611 s /
)
u m ~e-ueqefeuy
peoy ejubueys peoy kiisienun /
s | 1oH | a9 I{
Gis 2 SN 1076upeq [ @SnoHisen
. J Lis o N O L =]
s § S
sy 2 18 e 2 G Lig F eo1y Usei9 01088 J1IN0D
4 . 8 et =i
leneN m W, . g Peoy 100498 21 & Aed uonels ddljod m yoanyp 3
g 8 91s . wﬁm B m 15013 piisey
1 - S
2 £ L3 B0y UlE| endsol
o g & 2% H ’ peoy uleny leidson
2 &
&

N.OIP.EE 3.080.6L

N.OEL.ee

3.00.6L

N.OZP.EE

02015 www.alhasan.com

G

»

v



40

s BE INFORMED

TOURISM# BULLETIN

WoD"UBSEY[R MMM

" s - 5 i 282" - 5oz Bukdon - pansasay SWBL IV
x = jueinejsay

1930H
MOIA B 1910H 40aL

eme ()

0.2

Arepunog yousia [ |
e Jeyey| Jejey -
ealy UsRID

Ramp

wn.?-.: 99foug
L V.un_.: jea1

JEETISS

peoy Jolepy

100408

“@)el Jo yueq ay je sjslino} buney|ioey ae

JueInejsay
sasnoy Jsenb pue sjueinejsal ‘sdoys 16 ‘sjuiod oju:

pifsepy “sjsuno}
10§ BAjOEIE B10W UBAS 20e|d SIY) SONew Jejgey Jo yoiess
ut Ja)uIm BN SUOIBaI JUBIBYIP WO} SPIIG BI0W JO [EALLIE B L
‘s000ead 1€ SNOWEY JSO 'SP JO S810adS [B19ABS JO Jeliqey
Buieq 1o} snowey osje sl seaie BuipuNoLNS pue oxe| Byl

‘uonoBINE JSUNO}

4

1910H

®
o]
5
[}
leydsoH @
908B|d [eOLO)SIH @

1ejndod e se Bupjiom pue Jeyey| Jejiey ul sjsixe |ns J| " uqeg
ebs|i0g (a1 -9-JUEL, POWEU SEM suoiy} ay) Joje] ‘Awle sy passaippe -
pueissng [ ay aseym “yoos Biq e Bumno Aq wiy Joy yng sem auoiyy

e ‘Aejs siy Buung "selwue siy yum 1yj@Qg uo doeye o} Ingey
woy Buiyosew Sem 8y USyM ‘SSILIE SIY YUMm Jeyey Jejjey
ur pedwesus Jeqeg uig-pn-iiyez Josedws [eybny snowey syl

“skepijoy
pue sojuoid puads 0} aidy awod Osje Aayl "o¥e| 8y} uo
Buneoq Jojow pue Buneoq |epad Aofus sjdoad 198} G- SI o¥e|
JO yydep wnwixew ay] "SIa}awWol g Jo Bale Ue JaA0 pealds

juswepeg/ealy e

puaba

—

osfe sl }| ‘syoooead Jo salvads |njnesq pue lgeg-a-jyxeL
‘ayeT Jeye)| Jejey Joj snowej s leyey Jejey ‘ipuidiemey
Jo Ao 8y} woy (sojiw g/) sIBlOWONY GZ| INOGe pajedo S| |
‘uejshied ‘qefund aouinold jo [emyeyD jousig Ul ‘lemyey) jo
Ao Buy wouy (s8)iw GG L) siejaw

2 SI ®€| 8y} [9A3] BSS BAOGE JOOSL JO SpMife UE Je pajeniis
3 "oyl Jejem J[es B sI )| "sjsuno} Buowe snowey eq o} Jeyey|
X Jejley| 1oy uoseas juepodwi JSOW By} SI AxeT Jeyey Jejey
elboose ‘sjued pue
e MOE 1Mo}y |NHI0J0O JO [N} D18 YoIym suapleb [einjeu syl Joj snowrey .
=
&
=

S pajenyis si Jeyey| Jejey|

eluewsn
elleyon
Jeyey Jjley (4
pifse|y elwer
L
b}

qeysnut
uppneyeg puey

ey

dejy aping 1suno] - (s s") Jeyey] Jejjey

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4:¥



== BE INFORMED

" TOURISM# BULLETIN

Margalla Hills Islamabad

Legend

¥ Airblue Crash Memorial Main Road

w2 Daman -e- Koh Road

B View Point ———— Water Feature

/. Reserved Forest Green Area

[ Restaurant " Landuse

@ Wargalia Hills National Park [l Margalla Hills Boundary
@ Settelment
@ i

SCALE = 1:87,000

0 1.5 3 Miles

l 1 |

1 ! 1

0 3 B KM
Coordinate System: WGS 1984 UTM Zone 43H

4.¥ ©2015 www.alhasan.com



42

BE INFORMED

TOURISM ¢ BULLETIN

me;om 1@ Jopesg ] anue) £9 901 EMOL JEHO TRRRTESTTE
aawﬂﬂﬁo ioion) - diysumoy. 2(00Ig UMOL JBUOPIIAID 4 001G 2400l Keroog BuisnoH nmnmﬂm Uoneas aup Bunpa . .
umo] 3 -
.\\. :mm,mvmh”m L i umoy Jeyop L Jeyor S xuu,m%;( uap SSBd 03 PU0J3S OF - JOIBPI[BA UO pIE) HewsS Jo uayoL dey , 40 @ WBukdod - Poniosoy SR IV
jomole e A uwoy I - 0o 5 o eV aeH] A S
mumEN——Do \ diysumor. P umoy seyor %_m,uow Jseyop o, 1d1202Y 138 03 3InS Il 4 45 CBLINIT3LYAId SWALSAS NYSYHTY
ERE \ usno = = , =
L [T \ B_urmv_mom‘,m%ﬂo._. ¥o0Ig UMOL Jeyor R ccﬂam an:_‘ Jleysos ™. 2duejeg MaN 23epdn 03 Jauueds pie) uo ulese pie) snqo.idN del UL Ul SUONIS
sweyog —. LV 009 Z eseud _Mommw. - «I0, $53.d 1 Junowry pauisaq sysodaq
m:__mmwﬁw“mﬁ nmn:ﬁ_wuwwm,:w 1 ShE mm goroS M,wa am_ucm,ms eer ( %00~ RS DGR RS X R DV D
-9 1 00| Iysumo, & I}
E kcuu.mew Qﬁw:gcx_r Y L e m:,m:OI | 008 eydy Ik Jauueds pie) uo pie) snqodN &mh *
pegeueynox uspies [ WA e “eQuanay Jo peog 0 oig A1go0s yoaL |
qepund deseny | P = | } 11923y 78 USY0L 393)10D « siejoLO]Y
A - L ] !
B co,oQMmE;wm o ME( ed 1 3 A T unowy paiinbay 1asul x| | T T T T ; . .
) 19005 Busnon \ o Souwioy ] ufol U0L J0 1PGUINN 3935 + | 1
s A=l ¥ B Gmide QR L sy sy G g 0
peqeuns sondion wein R, f :mumw_m;mmh__w DI SNQOLIBIN 7B UDYOL 19D 4 00019 ©|edS
- 1 { 32140 1AL Y3 18 JusWAR e
mmmhmm uojoo epdem ews gefund oo 40| umop 1l
W \ il umoL  epon UL ROW . us)o] /spied snqod}s| uononJisul-jin
1ePOp 1] meyeyg )
) jop0) 3%0lg -
\ 1oPON wio! spdle m,m:mn,—yw e puey yeys Jezezqeg [T} PN =
USPIED BUSTIIA  umo, odig oig jeusez - 3% iy
L bueg, " abeq
| Auoioo uesing by’ CHeEI Auaied 4001 Jwuse: PEULILBUNA 10X i oiudeiBosn v8 Som wnyeqjuopdefoid
uny | nH
H 00l UMoL_ [pojy LAkt
Auoi0d g &7 —— Auojog ssafojdw BifEN "8 | oo SN0y SdN —
"9 Jeynoys V01 20 o JeuiencpRueg Aoy | e Toy  Ineni-e-ueus
fuojoo nypIs siopend val UMOL PO g o0jg  UMOL L _ Auorog feisod & e = Biels,
] ? 00
jeulwIa | San GEETT wy | umoL RPN ﬂw%wm:w?mo u | <:Vp>ch_m d\»m_mﬂ_m\,nw, ool I i, uolels snqodis|y .
IInS 12 30018 UnoL [PPOW _uxm,t%q wisnpy MaN |AeY-o-UBySIND
uone: v %
eIs san panyy ning 9z I rbon s »ooig Il veueuoy |eulwla] snqoJle|y B
oL 20019 d IV
uonels saiN peqy euueyn (74 _n»oz.z 1 paTer | umoy wisni :m\»um_wo Jebny Au0I0D Aipneyo WNBY-SUEUSIND
uoio) ol e} e
uonels sa AuojoD JejsiN vz boose \ W Y} WouchR JAgeO o Fes puaben
: Sield sJeouo | # i
uonels sdaiN eqoJes uely €z Kemjiey \ w01 imoy wysniy peqeuewes qez ino /
[ xodwon el fuop: epu
uol Auojo) 1l Biaging 0 pues |
neis san SN ueyewn & uooje 003 udesboreL - pinuy y
M [44 o Auojog fuojog e £ eyl o B150d o amig e !
uone: eupepy - £0%00Ig || B18GIn9 fuojop A IWEISI MON g oojgafied ;
eis sdiN nypis Jiwy 1IBunyd \z Ll ’ ' o0ig 11 B18qInD | oo Lo Hed naned mon oo J
uone: 10O Uap3 ; 001 nseg 1oey| 9b8li0) 0’3 L !
neys san ¥moyD 1zeys 0z fooron kang, 129D 220N - jewep. s = F !
19qIn9
uonels sgnN 1youIED feano uoisuaIx3 punolg Auojop 1 600109 S N w0 maIn ueysUy
! ! 6l M Kieleaed Ipny oo
uoiels sdiN |leydsoH beyay| 8L 1 1eabl | egduers)
o umoy. punoig Alejeaen eind SE0, RliEd 12980 uewpeys
ue
uonels saiN peqgesiseN 1 JodNSMON  Au0jo) 4000 NN 2nd _: PR b | oo
peqeuleysny 198N Auojon Hed
uohels saiN UMO] |9PON 9l N Peoy IWeyS-Selin Sabcdll Bieqno | ze v S
10qIN9 |
uone: Hedsy Auojogueyy uew uyeuns
els saiN YMoyD ewley] Sl Auojop sesiN e pequIng ejeeN |
uone) w — P g 4 ssoin 1jeeuy ed |
= S san NIpels yeppen o 8V oy vd i v ol Ll et Buueyd Yed e [
uol * I B0} -~
nels san [euen €L f. wened e -
uone: Jezeg gz sed  Auojey — ledoy
eis sdiN eieyo| 2zl uyoris iUy, swelog 8 / _ 5
uone e e : fuopo: Uelieyon | e\
1e1s san eweys M P YRS oddn i lpuewiempd  jeyq
uone)s saw 6 i { I
I 16unyo Buezop oL e P ed  uapeo Jisten e evpeL e ey
d uewe; g e
uonels san yeoezeuer 6 N Sl o 1 - Taeid
1 1 Ellle) Auojog
uone | Jou enuony nyeys 1yes I uig 150104 sied g
1els san ab9|0oD OV IN 8 U009 T01d | 09 Aemiey Adoioo emiied g "Biepye
uonels san JELIE}BI08S [IA1D . £U0I0D HD | umo| upeq | iU fuoiop pyeys
2 bAd Tvl eindweseyd zeq funo boose L) 1epes
uonels sgin n I fuojog ! o bey  bipes
oulsIa 9 48040 ._WQ_JO — Yed sed ©iea ybeg pr=d
uoiey b | Bing gy UBUS e e
neis sdiN ajeo lieyg G | ueySY SRR IENSH JEBEN IWEMS  jpppeg  uessep UsIN Sed wisniy
uone: | ) Ue|leyoly
eys sdiN 3Moy) Ipezy v YelIRYON 1yoese 4
uonels san 195 Jaquul | € oo endieyony T
AU0I0D SISO PIO o yeu
uonels san Moy 1ZeIN z L Xiwesy iy e
gt 3 I0108 X 1 uojon 1 Auoj09, Z13an eindiqe Gl
leuiwia] SN elepyeys V 2 10995 LBNSY e 1000 SHOTAV s UMO| ZoN
oqus X mmﬁf ; MOV e Kuojog sayoik’ eindybuig suews
NN KEREES] 5 N BIng Jeyuwny| wJewijeys
Kiobajed aweN uonels X uexsy - umoy. pegerzets N f enare dEUWIBYS
! 101008 Jeste-4-v webwgy, b
¥ ueySy ! eindueqybe: ond
qubes eind Jebeyg -

31N0¥ FJIAHFS SNFOULIIN FHOHV

4y
v

©2015 www.alhasan.com



BE INFORMED

BULLETIN

W09 UBSEY[EDIOBUUCO

TOURISM ¢

43

wraHr YWVHOSIVAIVHOL 1o on yews s gezgses | 6rbozez S Tes I8 SWALSAS iz ‘ 9 T— fiepunog jomsig ] weans/ieued e UileaH + LCCTUNIIT AL SISO LRI LY
NVSVHTV II2o oseaid Uojeliuoju) elepeiow pue Jejop iouny — | e o ) Joons LPEESTN LD 0T |5 D0 U
ey (ONITVMYS Jo4 "sesodind Buikenins Jo ‘Bupssuibus ‘ebs| 1o} ajqeNns oq sl g0 0 oo uoness aollod ] D U R e DO SUBA] 100 H D8
10 1o} pasedaid usaq Jou aney yBiw jonpoid 8y Ajuo sesodind 000°0L:} 9(edS maN S1Epdn ) Jeuseas paD Uo uiEBe piED SnQozely de1 . Ppeoy Ulep ———— aoniag Aousbiowg @ PR " ity Fi) e wey P T
Uojewiojur 10} Jewio} [eyBIp Ul 1500 jo 84 NOA 0} Bnoiq R =
1 onpoud ey “Auedwod Buiysiand pue ‘Bulepoly ABojoyohsd < Joueos pie) o pieD Snaoael de1 . 6
Lo YOOLI  ssousng ‘wauwebeuen oBpamousy v - [wooueseyjemm] M ojpasives ealy ueasy PecH [euobey uonels snqoen - @ B Dopoop Smple PR uemuabny oy SRy St
av: SW3LSAS NVSVHTV Jo Auedoid sjos ey st jonpod siyL Bt femubi F
LONHANS Q3AY3ST SLHOM TV 8-L0089°696°8L6 N Nasi s s o Ferpee o ruswarsiiossn 23 TR AUAR
. C eumpRw AL WOy Ueyo) eseyind oy Moy
UNIHVH HANIVIOSIa ev 021 abed PiED Snaaef B WK0L 19D 2Oy [lBY ———  OIN0Y SPN s 6 T
o PO 1eAd SWaIG LesEUY o14de16009 18 SOM cores s o100 Peoy 12y pusbeT  wayursiyw mea
Ve Lk :(s)eaunos eyep dep 5102 ‘61 Alenuges uopead jo sjeq b}
era ) W N [ ¥
£T9-TTTTIT aulld|3H SNGOBA BYL  LTLT wsosa1-uy )»_U«oo ._N—Uﬁ&w = eulws wm_‘_muw‘_cww V_Nl ‘N
967726 UOIlelS 21|04 SUAWOM  ¥OT Aunbug seasiano . usensd seopes + [ N
£9E5S8T :M_mh I .n.._,_._\.,an m“zgo e - e ——— oy oo uoiels punoig speid €2
vS9v026 (ddns Jo1eM  8v95782 (ddv)Rouady smon ooy ey .
— QIS0 o
ECTTry (bu3) epdem 0vE0sE oRels 321j0d elleie oy g ot pes uoneis PEOY JEIlIN-8-POSUBYS 22
201 Sujoog SeasIanQ YUNIL  SZ9TOT6 uones 9310d esyoj S zouows i ey
o Y MO oo voper snueIY UL 12
5o E0T Auinbu3 puejuyuniL  9E6TTVY 29110d 31V [epasnpul E= b - e uonelg 1amo| Yed Ipnes 0z
[ Ainbu3 awil 186995 Xe] awioduf - -
o Aiinbu3 3uoydaloL  £008587 Bias . oo a uolels Snines) 6
(sanjensed) fesoen ] @d)j0d of peaeuery o
81 swieidwo) auoydap) 6-00€8T2Z S2IUNIDS [EUASOH | cxess vooeus S ST L S— o uonels uoREIS LySudley 8l
oo twono 4 u
s B i uonels peoy euls-e-uq| L}
9055955 Aunbu3 ydeiBapL  pT-TTE95S -y uang 1pue fueo Eﬂuwf :
4457324 uonels a01j0djouieL Z675S8T Jewyy-a-felH o, e oo e, wnoy uonelg peoy uewwey) 9}
oy I
6-L8LOTYY unor o o,
‘22Ev0T6 ‘61T sweldwio) seo s £SSTTvY (sLoodsuex 109 sepomiar Pty - ] -y uonejs Kemybiy auysey g
o
TET60Z6 UOnelS 331104 Je1IeIdDAS  080EGLT uoness adijod ejo9 mon wmoL Q.
" wsny ]
(0dofoaugo pwewn Gy o umoy unisniy i uonels peoy zle4 pawyy zie4 ¢l =
“ 150d [esaud: (4 Jenon Huop g uoels o A
7251026 '$925226 1565026 lesaua e = i - g uoneis Jeyor-o-ueqekuy ¢}
k. |5 cops iy o
vLyLT8T 9t J23ua) apedg 114 umeL twoo R oy ool BETTR puep [ uoneyg peoy Jeyoyiod zh
at 61t Jupeiduwiod Kpidala - e P " L ® 7958 ey
621SERY \ vy woumg NEHEE SSlod unoL uopess sol10d H. uoneis peod dri bb
p p p N oua puep
uerspied olpe: snij =
IVTIIZZ 0606026 1Sied OIpey ‘EEEEES ‘YrBLIBT asnaL 1yp3 g s LIS Rt uoelg peqezied Q)
€L5YTT6 T9V2076 ALd_T809/8T 1eRIR13S IND L, o i
o) , peq o " o uore: peqesweys 6
992955 uoneys Aemjiey 210d  £S0v026 20u3jaQ IND ued e nes
Anisnpu g 92:5WWi0) ok uoneis peoy w9 8
st fousiow3 dljod  8€7995S Jo siaquiey) e sior BqRUBLIUD
98£-98L-T11 UOReAI3SIY VId  #-T0E806 ‘9006026 vad el o - uoneis peq yey L
(213 Aunbu3 i vid 29€Ceze lesodsia quiog umoy uemy e o = uonejs |eydsoH Jizeuag 9
uoneanpy & et [Sh =
TY0SL8T o8iedvid Z0L0v8T Asepuodas jo preog o & e eH 5 uonejs Uey) slilem g
uopers S
133 weidouoyd  6200€2C 21jod ney eieyg msmﬁ.ssvﬁmﬂuﬁ o) Ly -3 i . uonejs MOYJ ssplwwioy - ¢
£621026 2214j0 Modssed ST 22uenquiy 8 beg jeber
P g : uonels yoeg jeder] ¢
“dioy vl ol o zopeN 61 - PO WD 4
2064622 *A3Q WSLNOL UelsIed  8Y890Z6 ; et ks N e uonelg YMoYQ Jiey g
(150) Jaquinp joejU0) Aouabiawg peqewes i 6H &22 109 i -
) Teson i, o\ leuiwie | Jeppes L
w8 Vg, ¥ :
g o " i o
N Jopeaiesm; ie-H o 200
. uny e
= ueepif
wieg1euonieN St Zn-d
ueiied 1RATUS e L=, o, o100 T
riln ! 5o
s S femioton o )
or oo ! P 2o . eivig
weg e o
F a 2 -
- ieweus fonos s % s OIS 2104
R g Z/014 uonels e 1eppes
s ZOHEN 8D k- 091/ T ua
o Ago €014 ejjeBiepy
pee S0y
oz )
. =R S
o n w®
L e esedqey Oﬁ&‘
viEs Vs 7]
oo ' ey eboyy . & ¥ 2 03 w
o SHUNeIUOD OLippen g4 3
LOC con 2 V63
main . 2ne o o5 msais > 2s4 vi6:3 ON
g memoyie 7, £ =
F o sadng yeuuir 4 s 63 1 °
2O ot i3 Q
v & ©
wepeiey iy 00 onien L &3 &
o0110d Jesuoy : ©
1oven i o
s o4 a
23noy g
(8 P st sy NI o w4 e - 15
off 2w n - =
[ v SN8 O¥.L3W .
/ Je14e)0109g NE HEl 1+ sumshs ueseuly I i ) F o LV &
=1 * o4 €194 T i

dVIN 31N0Y IJIAY3AS SN OULIN

dVIN 31LNOY IDIAYIS SNT OAULIIN AVEVINVISI B IANIdTVMVY

avavivisl ® IaNIdTVMYY

02015 www.alhasan.com

v

»



44

BE INFORMED

BULLETIN

TOURISM ¢

=
elpuj —
auNnd NiSIOOVE L
TR onooest m,w__w..w wom_mn SUUM
L] Jepiesuiys
Lo a 5 W09 Uesey|e@}oauuod Je sn [lews o edmg =
R — - 2F 10 8826'G€8 / 6YY0°Z8Z LSZ6+ 18 SWILSAS E5RIEHD, T sepiebuysi . wengead”
P e, mm NVSVYH1V I[eo eses|d uonewiojul ejepejsw Eed N e
uonels eoljod LeXeNoY & S0 Y pue |ejep Jayuny lo4 ‘sesodind Buikeains
NviSILVE 2 Jo ‘Buuesuibus ‘lebe| Joj o|qelNS aq i
1919 L Tolueg P, %eq 1 J0 Joj pasedaisd usaq jou aaey ybiw jonpoid T peoy -
euy) 23941 ue)siueyBly ﬁ_ww ay] ‘Aluo sesodind uonewuoul Joj 1eWO} Zemyy =
uejsiifel :Sm_xwﬁ: «0« a o [eNbIp ul 3509 Jo 9814 NoA 0} Jybnoiq .w_ 1onpoud feSajeus 5
SRS &Mf ay) -Auedwoy Buysignd pue ‘Bulspopy T ewnt PUIS sng uoneis
1018207 QNS— cocf wgieW ) ABojoyohsq ssauisng ‘Juswabeuely mmwm_wmm aho7 %9°8 eiy®oiog
q\en. > % abpajmouy] v - [woo ueseye'mmm] SWILSAS Qmmw_mzo
o 15 3 weisis % NVSVHTV Jo Auiadoud ajos o st 1onpoud siyL (Yewaapen 3 AITIVA
niAl peoy
kmmxsr ysegno i/ % % Aegejen Dm_>w_mmwm. SLHOM TV Jeesy)ewsel
ueesdo)’ W HAWIVIOSIA eypag ><0ml—<I w eeueped
T, a e pajiwi S)eALd SWa)sAS ueseyy ——
lejejweyy Peoy Qom.c peoy 1P :(s)eaanos ejep depy 3 Uw>r_%_u U™ senen
@t@é ccmxm\v peay ) leWes eba(eus Lebsjeyo)
% m%» 510z €2 'ludy :8jeQ UoRoNpold _mwwm_ﬁm
elesy = k4 B Temeys 7861 SOM :walsks sjeupi00) o
eleg &O P .mmmﬁﬂ;m Jeg woo Ueseye M - L Taruno
=3 WOI03N.
& EI2ized eudy A3)jea 102 WBuAdo) - pentasey sWBRY IV _NB: abay  AYMS
g ey R woo ueseye@sdew|gaze Se8I6v0 28T 1S 6+ O ooy
W Peoy 1euoIySeq Peoy Auo|0) 283]109 sWLIBN0D
Py, g, oigeleq abaj0Q BjEnpeID
eqy 2 je ey Sl e e
eayies epueg ANOTOD) Siuiinge) &w bwonv
Jieyy lewseq lepue] |ezey  [BX2leRYD . mzz_:m 4 Plsew T eyS Yocaezie <mOOZ__>_
eueewEq) oNPbm Emrm:%u,um Jueus npres “2PIE-0-UBIV
guonels 301j04 uehpeyy 9OIET 9%), ciexng _N_.aﬂ%.
ueApely Jes oy < pieAoneiD
e >~m3m—0
104 ISOH 1834 LSO - 25 Emn c.wa%..o\v " Eem;z
Q uoels 9dljod utelyeg 0 & ¥ NS NN ogzolt oo
uresyegy S edllod Q@W\wco ® > esby z .msﬂﬁ kmoao._éa(; B
peoy uiep [o10H  H EoAy N z&plse &
AemubiH jeydso & LS Rz g _M,__ﬂmmp g - couoo
doyssiopy  yy ©0BId [BOUOISIH gy &%& %% o ,_Lmep ol § ey 10y} uewly mmo«
9snoH jsen S oeq W
BalY USAID suuys ¥ Hiseno oS 6; o n.w L% /«v;sniémcm. e §eomieny X
Uiesspoyy aye esnoHisey | uonels jang & LR oL 1UBiiGeL Oluels|
Ned wenesy ewsurp £u0i00.
[eAYUEN wnipeis soyoisod [J Puels sng 1ead\ |
1 . seyipue] 109 Wy
Hodiy uoneys 9104 a abpug eqeg ife ©qe8 IleH -
- pifsely ueqeg [eHEr SIELEH 0} B 103 uewy.
1818 piisen 5 yueg Uewese kauojon, ouSip s SIS
Bl  WSWUSAF==ol 5 N0 % [Esng oomeeq
MOl S | 2 ol _H pugis peqewiyey
N uewy m.\o 2z g6 N w9 sng jeoo )
—Ucwmwl_ o> 6, POty VLSO elobul
leueliey GYHYM
3SNOH F Fowpuend
uokog = 1S3y i
153404 A elyen
we|e: Jo43 e pequno ueyy
" 8 iy ey f
oY | 20y W 1els w piekonein BN ng:m_‘bmom Jueg
ao,vs peod TIP10H % r % peay .+ pifsely JopueIwo) PEqY jeg
< |eiqes _w,o_.#wﬁ:x / 7eN s 1S Joryie; eyjeL 3
ueyien semibyueg nyy ool [ Aﬂu peqy e Emtms [} ® B oeon peqy. pifsen
p eqqer >N,_ﬁ. *wwox " .000,,., 00leI anc&EmD Jyel
e1yyd m:.o: i £
ONYNYA peqy.
m# 4310H E<I— <¥ Juemnejsay \_ooz.-. B uewsn
% ,m.o 61 S|IH U219 Y
< {3t pilsep o& dreyy 3 pifsely
% u:oE n_ (asnoH uonoadsuy) UBL pnwiez J 7 "
3SNOH 1S3y VIWANID %
1 § oY Lw_,wu NOTLYSRMI LYMS 2 S fejey
¥seN 2L wejey 110N 0aLd puels sng ybeg Lmzunmw. S AEMEN by(spiy ssedkg
5] ) = o - -
. %:Emnvﬁwmm 2ETR 3% u_amz eqnd- 1peH.1ezed pueg 1peL
A.m\\ % cou 20 eg NE@ elepleys THeuejnol
% Jueg ISNOH| ‘eqeg *
" 2 153¥ 153404 eye|leyo 5 eiuey moa\b £
wedyy pifsep o&\v\
Juenejsey weny Gotid-IOBUIN-—
g ooy Euwe peqy = ok oo
ouaboy
b@o g v&m 1ehey e
& Fioton Uosuo sons
Ey v
n |Livo “ueineisad
N \zE] JUBINRISOY

dYW 3diNo 1slanol lYMs

4y
v

2015 www.alhasan.com

©

)



45

TOURISM DIRECTORY

BE INFORMED

TOURISM ¢ BULLETIN

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS WORKING IN TOURISM SECTOR

Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation
Govt. of Pakistan

Mr. Iftikhar Hussain Satti

General Manager (Hotel)

051-9272013, 0092-51-9271591-92
info@tourism.gov.pk, support@tourism.gov.pk
Flashman's Hotel, The Mall, Rawalpindi
www.tourism.gov.pk

Pakistan Institute of Tourism and Hotel Management
Govt. of Pakistan

Niaz Ali Malkani

Director

0092-21-99251281-3

info@pithm.edu.pk

Street No. 16, Block No. 4, Scheme No. 5, Clifton,
Karachi

www.pithm.edu.pk

Tourism and Archeology of AJK

Govt. of Pakistan

Pirzada Irshad Ahmed

Director

0092-5822- 921421

webmaster@ajk.gov.pk

Directorate General Tourism Department

B-14 Upper Chattar Housing Colony, Muzaffarabad AJK
www.ajktourism.gov.pk

Tourism Corporation Khyber Pukhtunkhwa (TCKP)
Government of KPK

0092 91 9211091 , 0092 91 9213762

Head Office : 13-A New Block, khyber Road, Peshawar
www.kptourism.com

Gilgit Baltistan Toursim Department
Govt. of Pakistan
Syed Akhtar Hussain
Secretary
akhter@ visitgilgitbaltistan.gov.pk
0092-5811-920690-1, 0092-5811-920690-1, 0092-5811-
920573
info@ visitgilgitbaltistan.gov.pk
Khomer Chowk, Shahrah-e-Qaid-e-Azam,Near Rupal Inn,
Khomer, Gilgit
www.visitgilgitbaltistan.gov.pk
Planning Commission Government of Pakistan
Govt. of Pakistan
Ahsan Igbal
Deputy Chairman
0092-51-9211147, 0092-321-5127885, 0092-51-9211147
0092-51-9202783
deputychairman@pc.gov.pk, contact@pc.gov.pk
P” block Pakistan Secretariat, Islamabad., Planning
Comission, Government of Pakistan, Islamabad
WWW.pC.gov.pk
Tourism Development Corporation of Punjab
Govt. of Pakistan
Habib ur Rehman Gillani
Managing Director
0092-42-99231647, 0092-42-99231646, 0092-42-99231644
0092-42-99231649
gilanihabib@hotmail.com, md@tdcp.gop.pk
info@tdcp.gop.pk , tdcp@punjab.gov.pk
punjabtourismpk@gmail.com
151, Abubakar Block, New Garden Town, Lahore
www.tdcp.gop.pk
Culture Department Government of Sindh
Gouvt. of Pakistan
Saqgib Soomro
Secretary
0092-21-99211478
secretaryculturesindh@yahoo.com
406, First Floor, Sindh Secretariat No. 3, Old KDA Building,
Shara-e-Ata Turk, Karachi

PRIVATE HELD COMPANIES/ NGOs WORKING IN TOURISM SECTOR

Nature Tourism Services

Privately Held Company

Muhammad Asif

Managing Partner Sales and Marketing
0092-321-9816257, 0092-992-384493, 0092-300-
4046557

asif@naturetourism.info info@naturetourism.info
Office No.1, Ground Floor, Mubarak Plaza, Small
Industry Chowk,(KKH), Abbotabad
www.naturetourism.info

Shewa Educated Social Workers Association

Local NGO

Muhammad Faiq

Chairman

0092-342 9193818

seswa@seswapk.org

Parmoli Road, Mohallah Ghulam Khel, VPO Shewa,
Tehsil Razzar, Shewa, Swabi, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
www.seswapk.org

4.} ©2015 www.alhasan.com

ALHASAN Systems (Pvt) Ltd

Development Organization

Mehdi Bokhari

Founder/ Chief Executive Officer

0092.323.929.1647, 0092-51-4865064
bokhari@alhasan.com, connect@alhasan.com

House No. 4, Green Sahibzada Abdul Qayyum Road, Sector:
1-8/2, Islamabad

www.alhasan.com

Heritage Foundation Pakistan

Local NGO

Yasmeen Lari

Chief Executive Officer
0092-213-5834215 , 0092-213-5837521
info@heritagefoundationpak.org

E-6 Fourth Gizri Street, DHA 4, Karachi
www.heritagefoundationpak.org
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United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization

United Nations

0092-51-111710745

islamabad@unesco.org

UNESCO Office, Serena Business Complex,7th Floor,
Sector G-5, Islamabad

WWW.unesco.org.pk
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Vershegom Area Development Organization

Local NGO

Karamat Ullah

President

0092 312 9703311

Vado.org@gmail.com

13 Latif Market Shahra-e- Quaid-i-Azam, Jatial, Gilgit
www.Vado.org

MAJOR HOTELS

Avari Towers Hotel

Fatima Jinnah Road

UAN: 0092-21-111-282747
Fax: 0092-21-3568 0310
Email: towers@avari.com

Ramada Plaza

Karachi Airport,Star Avenue Terminal 1
Jinnah International Airport

Phone: 0092-21-99242600

Fax: 0092-21-9242978

Sheraton Karachi Hotel

Club Road

Phone: 0092-021-35633333

Website: www.sheraton.com/karachi

Hotel Al-Mustafa

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Road, Saddar, Karachi
Phone:0092-021-35661047/021-35661053
Fax:021-35660500

Hotel Country inn

19-1-B, Block 6, P.E.C.H.S, Off Shahra e Faisal,
Karachi

Phone: 0092-21-34556814/34556861/34556881

Fax: 0092-21-34556886

Email: info@countryinn.com.pk

Hotel De Paris

Plot No. 13, S-B/2, Mir Karamali Talpur Road, Saddar,
Karachi, 74200

Phone: 0092-21-5214204

Falcon Hotel

Zaibunnisa Street,Saddar,Karachi, Pakistan, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-35215933, 35677185

Gillani Hotel

Fatima Jinnah Road, Near Cantonment Station,
Cantonment, Karachi, Pakistan.
Phone:0092-021-5383329

Merry Lodge Guest House

13, Sunny Side Villas, 15-CL-8, Sunny Side Road, Civil
Lines, Karachi

Karachi, Sindh

Phone:0092-21-5220114

Fax:0092-21-5220112

Royal Inn

245-2-H BLOCK-6, P.E.C.H.S.
Phone:0092-334-3101990

Sarah hotel

30-SB-6,Parr Street,Saddar, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 009292-21-35211513, 35218262

Hotel Shams

Fatima Jinnah Road, Cantonment Station, Saddar

Embassy Inn

100B, Main Shahrah-e-Faisal S.M.C.H.S. Nursery
Phone: 0092-21-34535461-70

Fax: 0092-21-34526797

Website: www.embassyin.com.pk

E-Mail: Embassyinn@cyber.net.pk

Regent Plaza Hotel& Convention Center

Main Shahrah-e-Faisal,Karachi
Phone:0092-21-111 111 774

Marriott Hotel

Karachi Marriott Hotel 9, Abdullah Haroon Road, Karachi
Phone: 0092-21-111-22-33-44

Fax: 0092- 21-5680981

Email: Kmh@fascom.com

Hotel Al-Harmain tower

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan Road, Saddar Karachi-74400,
Pakistan

Phone:0092-213-5223970-82

Fax: 0092-213-5223983-84

Email: alharmaintower@gmail.com

Hotel Crown Inn Sadder

Plot no 171 ,Shahrah-E-iraq, Saddar, Karachi

Phone: 0092-21-35622001-6

Fax: 0092-21-35622007
Website:www.hotelcrowninn.com

Excelsior hotel
Inverarity road Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-511386

Gulf Hotel

Gulf Hotel Daudpota Road Saddar Karachi-74400 Pakistan
Phone:00 92-21-356-61235/39

Fax No: 0092-21-356-82388

EMail :Gulfhti@gmail.com,Gulfhti@hotmail.com

Web Page: www.gulfhotel.webs.com

Hotel Jabees

Abdullah Haroon Road,Saddar

Phone(s) :0092-215212015/5212011/5678471

Fax(s): 0092-21-5682354

Paradise Hotel

Abdullah Haroon Road,Saddar, Karachi, Pakistan, Pakistan
0092-92-21-35680321

Royal city

Regal Chowk,Sarmad Road, Saddar, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-5682378

Hotel Sarawan

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Rd,Saddar,Karachi,Sindh,Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-5216001 9

Hotel Shaheen

44, Fatima Jinnah Road, Near Cantonment Station,

©2015 www.alhasan.com ¥
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Karachi, 74200

Phone: 0092-21-5677322

Umpire Hotel

35/36, Lilly Road, Near Cantonment Station,
Cantonment, Karachi, 74200

Phone: 0092-21-5213896, 5652991, 5653270

Carlton Hotel

Carlton Hotel Resort & Club, DC-5, off Zulfiqar Street #
1, DHA Phase VIII Karachi

UAN (0092) 111727272
Phone:0092-21-5849172-86

Fax: 0092-21-5849170-71

E-Mail: reservation@carlton.com.pk

Days Inn

164,B.C.H.S.,Shahrah-e-Faisal, Karachi

Phone: 0092-21-34388140
Website:www.daysinn.com.pk

Hotel Hilltop

Dr. Mahmood Hussain Rd, Nr.Tariq Rd.Adj Ferozabad
police StationLandmark,Karachi

Phone: 0092-21-4532440, 4532441, 4532442,
4532443, 4532444, 4542648

Fax: 0092-21-4539111

Midway house

Stargate Road, Karachi Airport Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-4570371

Fax: 0092-21-4571815

BE INFORMED
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Cantonment, Karachi, 74200

Phone: 0092-21-5218291

Beach Luxury Hotel

Molvi Tamizuddin Khan road, Karachi, Pakistan
UAN: 111-254-111

Phone: 0092-21-3561-1031

Fax: 0092-21-3561-1625

Email: beachluxury@avari.com

Faran Hotel

Shara-e-Faisal, Nursery, P.E.C.H.S, Karachi
Phones: 0092-21-34532478-85

Fax: 0092-21-3452486-34545752

Email: hotel.faran@yahoo.com, mail@hotelfaran.com.pk,
web: www.hotelfaran.com.pk

Hotel Metropole

Club Road , 75520 Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21 512051

Fax: 0092-21-514301

Mehran Hotel

Shahrah-e-Faisal, Karachi. 75530
Phone: 0092-21 3566-085

Pearl Continental hotel

Club Road,

PO Box# 8513, Karachi

Phone: 0092-21-3568-5021 [50 lines], 111-505-505
Fax: 0092-21-3568-1835, 3568-2655

Email: pchk@hashoogroup.com

MAJOR RESTAURANTS

Del Frio Restaurant Karachi
Atrium Mall, 249 Staff Lines, Zaibunnisa Street, Saddar
Phone: 0321-8729919

Port Grand Food Street

Jinnah Flyover, M.T. Khan Road, Karachi, Pakistan-
7400, Karachi, Pakistan-07400

Phone: 0092-21-3586 3826

Website: http://www.portgrand.com

Hardee's Restaurant

Block-D, Hyderi, North Nazimabad, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-36633853, 36633854

Website: http://www.hardees.com

Shan E Mughlia
Dalmia Road, Old Driven-in Cinema, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-213- 4823604

Food Center
Burns Road Food Street, Saddar, Karachi
Phone: 0092-21-111-000-606

Eaton Foods

65-C, Phase 2, D.H.A. Karachi, Pakistan.
Phone: 0092-21-3-779-1027, 3-779-1032
Website: http://www.theeaton.com

4.} ©2015 www.alhasan.com

Salt n Pepper Village

3-B, Beach Avenue, D.H.A, Opp:Khayaban-e lttehad.
Phone: 0092-21-35843121

Fax: 92-21-35840952

Website: http://www.saltnpepper.com.pk

Al Haaj Bundu Khan

Main M.A.Jinnah Road, near Numaish Sindhi Muslim
Roundabout

Phone: 0092-21 -7780612

Dilpasand Board Office

Opp. Matric Board Office, Block-A, N.Nazimabad, Karachi
74700

Phone: 0092-021-36722441-7

Email: info@dilpasandsweets.com

Lal Qila

Opposite Awami Markaz, Main Shahrah-e-Faisal, Block 7 &
8,Karachi , Pakistan

Phone: 0092-21-111525745

Fax: 021-34395860

Email: marketing@lalgila.com

Website: http://www.lalgila.com

Al-Habib Restaurant Nagan Chowrangi

R-76-77, Sector 15 A/4, Nagan Chowrangi Bufferzone
Karachi, Pakistan

Phone: 0092-21-36952567

UAN: 111-111-230

BBQ Tonight

Com. 5/1, Boating Basin, Clifton,Block-5, Karachi.
Phone: 0092-2135824471

Fax: 021-35376963

Email: info@bbgtonight.com.pk

Website: http://www.bbgtonight.com
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Shaheen Shanwari

Rashid Minhas road, Gulshan-e-Igbal, Karachi,
Pakistan

Phone: 021- 34601912

Biryani Centre

DHA PHASE V HEAD OFFICE - Plot No. 12-C, 26th
Commercial Street, Tauheed Commercial Area, Phase
V, DHA, Karachi, Pakistan

Phone: 0092-21-35838582

Premier Biryani

Rashid Minhas Road, Block-10, Gulshan-e-Igbal,
Karachi

Phone: 0092-21-34975818

Nandos

KDA Scheme 5 Kehkashan, Clifton, Next to The Forum,
Karachi, Pakistan

Phone: 0092-21-111-626-367

Website: http://www.nandos.com

Mr Burger Karachi

Block 5, Service lane; Suit # 5 1st Floor FI-4/20 block 5;
Gulshan-e-igbal Nipa Karachi, Pakistan

Phone: 0092-92-21-34962830

Kaybee Snacks

Kaybee Terrace, Stadium Market Lane No. 3 Khyaban-
e-Shamsheer, D.H.A. Authority Phase V, Karachi,
Pakistan

Phone: 0092-215350403, 5350404, 5343120
Website: http://kaybeesnacks.com

Red Apple Restaurant Karachi

126-u Block 2 pechs on main Allama igbal Road off
TARIQ ROAD

Phone: 0092-21-34312812-5, 021-343128125
Website: http://www.redapple.com.pk

Haleem Ghar

1397, Block-14, Dastgir, F.B.Area

Phone: 0092-21-6329197

Karachi Haleem Restaurant

Pak Mansion, Burns Road, Shahrah-e-Liaquat,Saddar,
Karachi

Phone: 0092-21-32633659, 32633584

Charcoal BBQ n Grill Restaurant Karachi

Beach Avenue, Phase VIII, DHA, Karachi

Phone: 0323-200104547

Indus Foods

11-C, Stadium Lane # 2, DHA Phase 5,0pposite DHA
Zamzama Stadium

Phone: 0092-21-5343100-2

Kolachi Restaurant Karachi

Beach View Road, Phase VIII, DHA

Phone: 0092-021-36131113/32003628/36069645

Copper Kettle

3rd Commercial Lane, Mall Square Zamzama, Phase 5,
Defence Karachi, Pakistan

Phone: 0092-021-35878886, 35878887

Subway

FLURY'S FOOD PRODUCTS - 1st Floor, Karim
Chamber, Merewether Road, Civil Lines, Karachi,
Pakistan

Phone: 0092-21-5682161

Ideal Foods
290/A, Al Freed Street, Garden West Karachi, 74200
Phone: 0092-21-2255079

Ronaq Mela

D-4, Block 10-A, Main Rashid Minhas Road, Near Johar Mor,
Gulshan-e-Igbal, Karachi Pakistan.

Phone: Tel: 0092 21-4992620, 4811146, 4226222
Website: http://www.ronagmelarestaurant.com

Pizza Hut

MCR (Pvt.) Limited Franchisee of Pizza Hut, 7th Floor,
Shahnaz Arcade, Shaheed-e-Millat Road, Karachi, Pakistan.
Phone: 0092-21-111-241-241

Fax: 0092-21-34916022

Email: comments@pizzahut.com.pk

Website: http://www.pizzahut.net.pk

Mateen Foods

Bhayani Cloth Market, Block M, North Nazimabad Karachi
Sindh, Pakistan

Phone: 0092-21-36647016

Hot n Spice

18 -C, Lane No. 3, Stadium Commercial Area, Khayaban-e
Shamsheer, Phase V DHA, Karachi

Phone: 0092-21-35347335, 35843930

Email: info@hot-nspicy.com

Pizza1 One

Shaheed-e-Millat Road, Karachi Pakistan-57600

Phone: 0092-21-34321370-74

Website: http://www.pizza1one.com/

Papa Johns Pizza Karachi

30-C, lane # 3, Kh-e-Rahat PH-VI, D.H.A

Phone: 0092-21-35342754, 111-46-7272

Website: http://www.papajohns.com.pk

Jharoka Restaurant Karachi

Regent Plaza Hotel & Convention Centre Main Shahra-e-
Faisal

Phone: 0092-21-111-111-774

Mirage Buffet Restaurant Karachi

2 Darya, Foods Street Devils Point, Phase 8 D.H.A Sea View
Phone: 0092-21-32046900

Jan'S Broasted Chicken

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Road, Saddar, Karachi.

Phone: 92-21-5213685

Website: http://jansbroast.com

Daily Dubai Restaurant Karachi

Badar Commercial Street 10, DHA Phase 5 Defence
Phone: 0092-21-35244018

Master Broast Restaurant Karachi

Boat Basin Clifton Karachi

Phone: 0345-2448886, 0346-2726649

Arizona Grill

20-C, 2nd Commercial Lane, Main Zamzama Boulevard, Ph-
V, DHA, Karachi, Pakistan

Phone: 0092-21-5830351

Lavish Dine

Main Rashid Minhas Road, Gulshan-e-Jamal, Near
Millienium mall, Karachi, Pakistan

Phone: 0092-213-34601406

McDonald's

SIZA Foods (Pvt) Ltd. Lakson Square Building # 2, Sarwar
Shaheed Road, Karachi

Phone: 0092-21-1112-44-622

Email: contactus@mcdonalds.com.pk

Website: http://www.mcdonalds.com.pk

Revolving Restaurant

Caesars Tower 16th Floor Main Shahrah-e-Faisal Karachi,
Pakistan
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Jamils Foods

Jameels Foods 136, C.P.Berar Society, Dhoraji Colony
Karachi

Phone: 0092-021-34944910, 021-34920633

Sajjad Restaurant

City Railway Colony Super Highway, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-021-8267330

Cool 90s

Shahrah-e-jahangir block L North Nazimabad, Karachi
Pakistan

Phone: 0092-321-2777668

Email: cool90srestaurant@gmail.com

€.} ©2015 www.alhasan.com
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Phone: 0092-21-32785147

Email: info@therevolvingrestaurant.com

Website: http://therevolvingrestaurant.com

Usmania

University Road, Gulshan-e-Igbal, Opposite PIA Planetarium.
Phone: 0092-21-4982525

Lasania

D-1 Main Rashid Minhas Road, Opp: Toyota Eastern
Showroom, Gulshan-e-Igbal, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21- 4991157-4991156

Website: http://lasania.net/home.html

Student Biryani

ZC-57 Katrak Road Saddar, Karachi 74400, Sindh, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-021-111-111-778

Fax: 0092-021-111-111-778

Email: info@studentsbiryani.com

Website: http://www.studentbiryani.com.pk/
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