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A summer camp for children in Baloch and Wakhan cultures opened here at Shakarparian under
the auspices of the National Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa) with the aim of
celebrating Pakistan’s cultural diversity.'Learn Balochi Language and Glimpses into Balochi
Culture; Learn Wakhi Language and Diversity of Gilgit-Baltistan’ is being held at the Pakistan
National Museum of Ethnology, popularly known as the Heritage Museum, and continues till
August 25, said a press release issued on Monday.

Lok Virsa Executive Director Dr Fouzia Saeed said the camp provides children between the ages
of six and 12 years an orientation of the language, poetry, crafts, music and festivals of both
these communities. The program includes 15-day classes, a two-day interactive workshop and
three-day educational visits to the Heritage Museum, Pakistan Monument Museum and Pakistan
Museum of Natural History. She said the purpose is to create ownership among children
regarding Pakistan’s languages and cultural heritage, thus affirming our pluralistic, multi-cultural
society.Saeed said children will also be encouraged to participate in practical activities like folk
singing, music, craft making and painting. Folk artists, artisans, story tellers and craft experts will
interact and share their experiences with them during the summer camp. Pakistan is a
multilingual country with more than 24 languages and dialects. This has led to excellence in
literature, poetry, folk songs, and spiritual quotes of Sufi saints, and has enriched our cultural
heritage, Saeed added.Though distinct from each other, the regional languages promote unity
among people of different regions and cultivate love, respect and a firm adherence to universal
brotherhood, said the statement.

Baloch people speak different languages but there exists a similarity in their literature, beliefs,
rituals and customs. The Wakhi people are occasionally referred to as Pamiris, and the Wakhan
language is over four thousand years old. It is spoken by the inhabitants of the Wakhan Corridor
in Gilgit-Baltistan, parts of Tajikistan and China’s western Xinjiang. The language belongs to the
southern group of Pamir languages, and in the Iranian group of the Indo-European family of
languages. The Wakhi people live mainly in Gojal, Ishkoman and Darkut in G-B, and in Broghol in
Chitral.The camp is a 20-day activity, Monday through Friday, from 10am to 2pm. The enrolment
deadline is August 3.

ISLAMABAD: The British Council organised an all girls football match between team Queen from
Islamabad and team Dosti from Karachi as part of its “Dosti programme” which focuses on
resolving conflict through peaceful development activities such as sports.

British Pakistani Members of Parliament (MP) and heads of the British Council attended the
match. The project, which has been held in Karachi for three years, is being implemented in
Islamabad for the first time.“Initially it was challenging to get parents to come on board. But with
the involvement of the entire community the teams have really expanded. Over two years, girls
are on the national championship and boys are playing internationally. What they are learning is
not just about career but a lot of skill development such as team-building, confidence, networking
and the ability to speak in front of public,” said Shazia Khawar, director of society South
Asia.Rehman Chishti, a British MP from Gillingham and Rainham said “The work of the British
Council is excellent and we are here to bridge gaps between people through sports. Sports is
brilliant as it goes across society and is excellent in building bridges.”

When asked what he would say to families who are uncomfortable with their daughters taking
part in sports, he said “I'd say a woman is as good as a man and sometimes better. A country
where a former prime minister was a woman, why can’t women play sport here? I'd want to see
this team play in England.”Tasmina Ahmed Shiekh, an MP from Scotland, said “I am particularly
delighted because women are playing. Sport is a language that should be universally supported.
It is great to see the British Council support the excellent work happening over here.”She further
said from a world political perspective, its women’s time to achieve.Fasi Zaka, a consultant for the
British Council, said “Sport is brilliant because it goes across politics. Some of these girls are from
tough areas such as Lyari."He added sports activities such as these bring positivity and help
people going through post traumatic stress disorder.The ground where the match took place was
in high spirits however the score was in the favour of team Queen after they won the match 3-0.
At the end both team members shook hands which was followed by an awards ceremony.At the
end of the match, the British MPs were seen playing their own game of football.“How can you
look at this and not feel proud. | love this because what you see here is the best of Pakistan.
Some of these people have made it to a football competition in Brazil. This is about young people
supporting the future of Pakistan,” said Peter Upton, the country director of British Council.

GILGIT: With the influx of tourists in the region, people are seen setting up camp in and around
parks, playgrounds and mosques in Gilgit. Hotels are at full capacity owing to the unprecedented
number of guests.Though there are no official figures, hotel managements say large numbers of
domestic tourists have been visiting the area in record numbers. They say tourists are coming up
north to escape the heat.“There is an unexpected rush of tourists this year and we don’t have
vacant rooms this week,” said manager of a Hotel Locatedin the heart of Gilgit district. After a
slump in visitors, triggered by a deadly attack at the base camp of Nanga Parbat that killed 10
foreign mountaineers in 2013, a new wave of sightseers might save tourism in the scenic region,
home to the world’s second highest peak — K2.

Happy campers

“The weather is pleasant and we are enjoying ourselves,” said a tourist from Lahore.The main
hotels, including Park Hotel, Jamal Hotel, Rupal Inn, Madina Guest House and Shaheen Hotel,
already had rooms reserved, forcing visitors to make their own arrangements in the area.“l saw
over a dozen families in City Park,” Habib Khan, a resident of Gilgit said. “Though they didn’t
have camps, they had small mattresses to lie upon and spend the night.”Tourists are also
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seeking shelter at mosques such as in Gilgit town’s Nagral area and also, a mosque in Sonikote
area. “They are our guests and it is our duty to help them,” said another local, Imtiaz Sultan.
“Offering them to stay at the mosque is just a friendly gesture.”

However, staying at mosques is not the only option for these tourists. Locals are also offering
them their own homes as a place to stay. According to tour guide Hidayatullah, most of the
tourists are Pakistanis. “They come with their children and spend some time basking in the
beauty of this mountainous region.”Hidayatullah said international tourism was once a popular
industry in G-B. However, it slowed down after 9/11. The Nanga Parbat attack further added to
the industry’s collapse. “Growing peace in the country, and especially in G-B, is reviving tourism
in the region,” added the tour guide. “Domestic tourists from areas such as Lahore, Karachi and
Peshawar can be seen everywhere in the city.”

PESHAWAR: The prestigious Shandur Polo Festival, scheduled to take place next month, is
expected to be cancelled due to floods in Chitral, said a government official on Monday.

Traditionally contested every year at the historic Shandur Top between the polo teams of Gilgit
and Chitral since 1936, the event has been running into trouble in recent years due to political
differences of the two cities over ownership of the Shandur Pass.In 2010, Gilgit had boycotted the
festival to protest against the federal government’s decision to assign the management and
organisation of the event to Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and stayed away from the event until 2014.This
time around, the government successfully persuaded Gilgit to end their boycott, who agreed to
send their teams to Chitral.However, the host city has been inundated with destructive floods that
have already claimed 30 lives so far, while the crumbling infrastructure has also been destroyed
beyond repair for the time being.Although no official word has been received from the Chitral
district administration, the extent of the damage caused by floods makes it hard to hold the
Shandur Polo Festival on the given dates,” Tourism Corporation Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa’s media
manager Zehra Alam toldThe Express Tribune.The Shandur Polo Festival, usually held in July,
had already been delayed due to the month of Ramazan. The new dates for the festival were
August 7, 8 and 9, which seems an increasingly impossible deadline to meet in the face of
unfavourable weather forecasts, which predict worse weather ahead.

PESHAWAR: Nathiagali is one of the few hill stations developed by the British colonial rulers. No
substantial development has been done by the government of Pakistan in a majority of hill
stations, except perhaps for Murree. Now, the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa government is interested in
developing the Galiyat region for tourism.

My suggestion would be to develop a good bazar because most tourists are fond of shopping.
The K-P government needs to inject some life into Nathiagali by developing a marketplace where
tourists can Buy commodities at cheap rates. There is also a need to look into the kind of medical
facilities available in Nathiagali, with there being no medicine shop in Nathiagali bazaar. People
have to visit Kalabagh and Mochitara to purchase medicines, and shops are closed at night.
There is a small government hospital at Kalabagh that lacks modern facilities. In the case of an
emergency, locals and tourists have to rush to Abbottabad. The provision of medical facilities will
attract more tourists to Galiyat.Dr Khizar Azam Khan

PESHAWAR: The provincial government has been urged to enforce copyright legislation, and
pass a culture policy to protect the rights of musicians and artists. These demands were tabled at
a meeting called by the Cultural Journalist Forum (CJF) on Monday. Presided over by CJF
President lhtisham Toru, the forum welcomed the new K-P Secretary for Culture and Tourism
Azam Khan and expressed hope he would take steps for the promotion of arts and culture.
Attendees were concerned over the delay in the implementation of a culture policy, which was
drafted almost two years ago. They urged the government to set up a fund for artists and restore
the lost glory of Nishtar Hall. They said the hall is the only bastion of arts and crafts left in the city.
Lack of attention to it is depriving people of entertainment, and artists of their livelihood.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Directorate of Archaeology and Museums plans to
organise an international conference on archaeology in the province in August.Speaking to
journalists at the directorate’s office in the city on Thursday, Director for Archaeology and
Museums Dr Abdul Samad said the conference will be held from August 16 to August 18 at the
Baragali campus of University of Peshawar. The event will be organised in collaboration with the
varsity’s archaeology department.The conference aims to highlight the archaeological heritage of
K-P,” he said. “Through this initiative, we will formulate a comprehensive strategy to preserve and
conserve this heritage.”

Guest list

“Over 300 delegates from US, China, and ltaly will participate in the three-day conference,”
Samad said. “These will include renowned archaeologists and researchers. At least 50 research
papers will be presented on the occasion.”According to the director, arrangements for the
conference have been made under the supervision of UoP Vice Chancellor Dr Rasool Jan,
Chairman for Department of Archaeology Dr Mukhtar Durrani and conference coordinator Dr
Zakarullah Jan.

Preserving heritage

“The protection of all archaeological treasure is a priority,” Samad said. “We must preserve our
cultural and archaeological identity, and carry out more archaeological excavations in various
parts of the province.”Secretary for Tourism, Archaeology, Museums and Youth Affairs Azam
Khan said the conference will provide a platform for participants to benefit from the experiences,
insights and observations of other researchers.“The conference will provide an opportunity to
chalk out a plan to preserve and conserve archaeological sites across the province,” he added.

Samad added archaeological tourism should be promoted at national and international level.“The
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provincial government is eager to promote K-P’s rich archaeological heritage and culture,” he
said.

SHANGLA: As summer progresses, the number of visitors in Shangla increases by the day. The
long Eid weekend gave tourists an ideal opportunity to flock to the district and escape heat-
trapping urban centres.This time, hoteliers and locals say, all past records have been broken and
Shangla has seen the largest number of visitors ever.Neighbouring Swat, Shangla is an amalgam
of small valleys, hills covered with vegetation and eye-catching meadows. The district is also
home to vast forestlands.Although an ideal tourist site, it has been in the shadows of recurring
natural disasters like flash floods and has also been marred by terrorism. Even this year, the
water level in the Indus River is rising in the district, increasing flood threat.

Invasion of the room snatchers

The surprising turn of events this year was that visitors chose Shangla over its neighbouring
attractions. Besham is flooded with travellers and hotel owners are clearly making the best of this
opportunity.Room rents and prices of foodstuff have gone skyrocketing. Most of the available
spaces have already been rented out and one can find tourists staying in mosques and even
sleeping in their own vehicles.A room that was easily available for Rs1,000 to Rs1,200 a few
months ago is hard to find even for Rs6,000 to Rs8,000. Seeing the numerous business
opportunities at hand, locals are clearly not complaining about the sudden invasion.Besham has
been made more accessible following the opening of roads connecting the city to other areas of
the district. Sites like Yakh Tangay and attractions like Kotkay chairlift and Machar have
particularly caught the eye of visitors. While Machar Lake is a photographer’s paradise, Pir Khana
is for those who prefer solitude.

ISLAMABAD: The Rawalpindi City Traffic Police on Monday advised tourists to avoid visiting
Murree for a few days due to the unprecedented rush of motorists at the hill station.“Since the first
day of Eid, over 100,000 vehicles have entered Murree, leaving no parking space for more. The
situation forced the CTP to apply filter at different entry points of Murree under which
motorcyclists making stunts and other non-serious visitors are being returned,” traffic chief Shoaib
Khurram Janbaz told APP.Janbaz said there was capacity of parking 10,000 vehicles on different
roads of Murree and the number of vehicles that have entered Murree so far was almost ten
times higher. “The traffic is moving at a snail's pace and the vehicles are heading bumper-to-
bumper.”Traffic police are performing their duties with full strength in a highly professional
manner to ensure smooth flow of traffic at the roads leading to the hill station, he added.A senior
official of the Islamabad Traffic Police, Khalid Rasheed, said in their estimate around 200,000
cars had entered Murree during the Eid holidays. He was performing his duty at the Lake View
Park in Islamabad.Last week, the Rawalpindi CTP had claimed to have prepared a
comprehensive traffic plan in light of the expected rush to the hill station. Last year, during Eidul
Fitr, an estimated 93,000 vehicles entered Murree causing a similar situation.

ISLAMABAD: Early morning rain on the second day of Eid on Saturday turned the weather
pleasant in the twin cities, giving a chance to residents and tourists to enjoy the holidays. Taking
advantage of the weather, people thronged parks and public places to celebrate Eid.On the first
day of Eid, people remained busy in meeting and greeting relatives and friends and turned to
recreational places on the second day.Light rain on Sunday evening turned the weather pleasant
and hundreds of fun-seekers were seen visiting the national monument on Kashmir Highway,
Marghazar Zoo, Shakarparian and Lake View Park, among other spots. Fatima Jinnah Park,
Daman-e-Koh and Faisal Mosque were other ‘must-see’ places for visitors.

In Rawalpindi, Jinnah Park, and Rawal Dam Park, Nawaz Sharif Park and Family Park witnessed
an influx of people on Eid.Meanwhile, as part of security measures, the Islamabad Police had put
a comprehensive security plan in place for Eid by deploying additional security personnel at
different points. However, the traffic police failed to manage the traffic load.Public hospitals of the
capital reported hundreds of injuries of bikers who indulged in rash driving and one-wheeling in
the city.

ISLAMABAD: More and more people have been booking hotels and rest houses in hilly picnic
spots in northern parts of the country, according to the Pakistan Tourism Development
Corporation (PTDC). According to PTDC, domestic tourism has increased manifold as picnic
spots are receiving a record of people this year. The body links the surge in domestic tourism to
improving law and order in these areas.

According a PTDC official, northern parts of the country including Murree, Nathiyagali, Ayubia,
Bhurban Patriata, Abbottabad, Swat, Naran, Kaghan, Shogran, Rawalkot, Nelum Valley, Leepa
and Gilgit-Baltistan have been witnessing a surge in domestic tourism.The official said that these
areas were likely to receive 50,000 to 60,000 local tourists this year due to prolonged Eid holidays
and summer vacations. Picnic spots including Abbottabad, Swat, Naran, Shogran and Kaghan
were likely to receive 30,000 to 40,000 domestic tourists during Eid holidays, while they normally
receive 10,000 tourists each during the summer.“Summer vacations are another factor
encouraging domestic tourists to plan their trips to the beautiful hilly areas of northern Pakistan,”
the PTDC official told The Express Tribune.

“Besides PTDC rest houses, private tour operators, hotels, motels and guest houses are
receiving record booking orders from domestic tourists this year,” the official said.Last month,
PTDC also launched a seasonal bus service between Rawalpindi and Naran to promote domestic
tourism. The official said that both foreign and local tourists could avail the bus service for just Rs.
1,500 and the travel time is eight hours.

The official said that PTDC motels are spacious enough to accommodate a large number of
people and its Naran motel has 60 rooms, which is situated on the bank of Naran River. “The
Naran valley is very pleasant and peaceful, which attracts a large number of tourists every year,”
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the official said.According to the official, the PTDC offered 40 per cent discount on
accommodation during this Ramazan, which attracted more domestic tourists and an increase of
20 per cent was witnessed this year.The official said that Rawalkot, Nelum Valley, Leepa and
other parts of Azad Jammu and Kashmir have also been attracting a large number of locals over
the last couple of years. “This year too, these areas are expecting more domestic tourists till the
end of August,” said the official.

One family heads for the hills to explore the tourism potential of Naran, Shogran and surrounding
areas. While none deny the compelling beauty of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, the take away message
from this trip was more than just a pretty picture.

Day one:
Check-in at Arcadian resort Shogran (approx. Rs3,000 per night per person)
Day two:

Rented jeeps and off to Siri (at 8,000 feet) and Payee (at 9,500 feet) for a day trip. Returned to
Naran PTDC (Rs7,500 per hut which could accommodate five). Siri and Paye are two mountain
tops north of Shogran. Only locally-hired jeeps can navigate the road which is quite honestly just
a path dug out of the mountain and is somewhat levelled. The road was built by the jeep owners
who all pool in for its maintenance. There is no PTDC or government contribution in this, say
locals.The mountain tops are flat and ideal for a lazy afternoon but little has been done to
manage, facilitate or even contain tourism there.Single biggest disappointment: Not a single
trash disposal facility in the area — not even a single bin. Locals were also indifferent to protecting
the environment. All PTDC needs to do is place three to four large bins in the area and hire four
people to keep the tourist spot clean. Not just in Siri or Payee, but across Naran, Nathia and
other hill stations as all hotels end up tossing refuge down the mountains.

Day Three:

Naran to Batakundi for lunch and back.Naran itself has the air of a developed area, with its own
version of a high street like Oxford Street.The PTDC huts are located right where the market
ends; PTDC has an entire compound, which allows for camping for those who wouldn’t be
adventurous enough to set up a tent in the middle of nowhere.Plus point: Clean rooms with hot
running water in the bathrooms.

Day Four:

River rafting in Kunhar River. Then rented jeeps and went to Saiful Malook for a day trip. Came
back and camped at Kunhar River for a bonfire night. Saiful Malook is the single biggest attraction
in the area yet another death ride on the jeeps. The 50-minute uphill drive is littered with
boulders. Once there, the view was breathtaking but in a sad way. Part of the gloom is the
disrespect to nature which can be witnessed all around the iconic lake. All the little shops selling
teas, pakoras and sweet coffee had piles and piles of trash on the sides.

Day Five:
Packed up and returned via Abbottabad.By Ali Tiwana

ABBOTTABAD: To develop tourism across Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P), the tourism corporation
has finalised the lease of 15 guest houses situated in Galyat, said Tourism Corporation K-P
Managing Director Mushtag Ahmed Khan. All 15 rest houses those were handed over to K-P TC
were previously run by Civil and Works Department (CWD) and Environment Department of K-
P."To facilitate tourists in Galyat and other areas, the corporation has decided to lease the rest of
the houses for one year to the public sector,” he said. He however explained that existing staff will
also work and will be trained for hotel management and hospitality courses. KPK TC Director
Administration and Properties said that after detailed deliberations with all stockholders they had
decided to open these rest houses for tourists through leasing.

The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government has transferred 15 rest houses to the KP Tourism
Corporation on trial basis for a period of one year for which the later organised a media briefing to
share its operational plan with journalists.“A milestone has been achieved in the Tourism Sector,
which has suffered immensely due to many manmade and natural calamities over the last few
years. The provincial Government of KP has reposed trust in TCKP by transferring 15 rest
houses in Galliat, namely, Retreat House, Karnak House Nathiagali, Inspection Bungalow Chand
View- Murree Hills and TCKP Resthouse Thandiyani, Additional Cottage Nathiagali, Vendia
House Nathiagali, Pines Resthouse Nathiagali, Forest Cottage Nathiagali, Forest Resthouse
Dungagali, Forest Rest house Barian, European Cottage 29 & 30 Nathiagali and Raees Khana
Nathiagali to boost tourism,” said an official. “Among the rest houses 11 are owned by the
Construction and Works Department and four belong to the Environment Department. Previously
these rest houses were only accessible to the employees of those departments and not to the
general public, who were facing immense problems and were being exploited by the Private
hotels due to overcharging especially in the peak seasons,” stated the TCKP General Manager
Administration & Properties Sajjad Hameed. He further said that the rest houses will be
operational from Eid ul Fitr on market rental rates. Shedding light on the plan the GM A & P said
that “The maximum booking period will be seven days so as to give an opportunity to maximum
number of public unlike previously when they would be booked for larger duration by specific
people only.

"The Properties Wing headed by the GM A & P of TCKP will be responsible for announcing
booking charges for peak season, concessional booking charges for half and off-season etc.
Main booking office will be established at the TCKP HQ’s Office Peshawar. Bookings will also be
made at TCKP’s TICs at Peshawar, Abbottabad, Donga Gali, Islamabad etc. on confirmation from
HQ Office and also from selected tour operating agencies. |Initially Provisional bookings will be
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made and the same will be confirmed after full payment.

During a question about the existing staff it was assured that they will remain intact. All the
existing staff of these rest houses will work under the supervision of Tourism Department/TCKP
but will be given two weeks training by PAITHOM in hospitality hotel management etc for better
tourist facilitation.Almost all these rest houses are presently deficit run units and through this
exercise the provincial government of KP will generate income relieving it of the annual recurring
expenses worth millions of rupees. A benefit of this plan will be the increased flow of tourists who
will be adjusted in the accommodation starved Galyat Region.

LAHORE: The first Pakistan International Mountain Film Festival started at the Alhamra Art
Gallery, The Mall on Saturday.The Punjab government has organised the festival, in association
with the city district government, the Tourism Development Corporation of Punjab, the Parks and
Horticulture Authority and Eyebex Films, showcasing documentaries made by international and
local filmmakers.On Saturday, there were panel discussions with travel writers and documentary-
makers. A photo exhibition showcasing the work of five adventure and travel photographers was
also organised. The photographers were: Atif Saeed, Rizwan Siddique, Hamid Hussain, Shah
Zaman Baloch and Kamran Saleem.The photographs showed mountain ranges in Pakistan. Most
visitors liked an image by Saeed, showing snow on barren mountains. The mountains were
surrounded by clouds and lit by a single beam of light penetrating the clouds.Most
documentaries, on Himalayan mountains, were filmed by participants from the United States,
Russia, Switzerland and Canada.The Alegria mapped the journey of a Swiss man across the
Himalayas. The narrator started his journey from Nepal on a bicycle. The documentary showed
the impact of the conflict in Nepal that continued from 1996 to 2006 between by Maoists and
government forces. It centred on the general strike in Nepal from May 1, 2010, and the various
problems faced by the documentary-maker.

Another documentary, Life Lines, showed the struggle of Makar Singh, living in a small mountain
village in India, trying to reconcile his small means and his ambitious dreams.Talking To The Air
showed the growing pressure on a small community in Mastung due to infrastructure
development. The documentary discussed how horses were an essential factor in the local way-
of-life. However, they had been replaced by motor vehicles after the construction of a major
highway in the area. The community faced immense pressure to balance the continuation of its
traditions with economic growth.The panel discussions featured Shahid Zaidi, adventurer,
photographer and filmmaker, who talked about his passion for travelling and the various
experiences he had had during his journeys. Salman Rashid, a Fellow of the Royal Geographic
Society, was a panellist at another session. He talked about why people love to travel.He talked
about how he had started travelling. He said that he had travelled through Balochistan during the
1980s. “Despite being warned by some friends, | did not feel insecure there at that time,” he
said.Another panel discussion with Samina Peerzada, Hassan Armaghan and Faisal Rehman
discussed the resurgence of cinema in Pakistan.The festival will continue on Sunday. An award
ceremony will follow.

Peshawar:Despite the tall claims of the Khyber Pakhtunhkwa government to promote tourism in
the province, no allocation has been made for the tourism sector while the existing funds will
mostly be spent in the ongoing projects of sports and archaeology.As per the official documents,
government has allocated Rs 1,325 million for total 54 projects, out of which 750 million for 31
ongoing schemes and 575 million for 23 new schemes in which there is no single scheme of
tourism.Most of the projects in the allocated amount are related to sports and few are related to
archaeology. These projects include Establishment of Sports Complex at Kohat and Squash
Complex at Peshawar, Feasibility and Improvement of Arbab Niaz Cricket Stadium Peshawar,
establishment of international standard indoor Gymnasium in District Nowshera. Likewise
Construction of 76 Jawan Markaz in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Up-gradation of Archaeological
Complex Gor-Kuttree, artisan village and, Conservation of Peshawar Walled City, Acquisition of
land for safeguarding and development of 11 archaeological Sites in Swat, establishment of
Cultural Village and renovation of Nishtar Hall Peshawar and establishment of Water Sports
facilities in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.In the above mentioned scheme there is no single scheme
related to development of tourism sector most of them are related to sports and archaeology.Thy
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province is blessed with natural resources and tourism resorts but due to
government negligence, no step has been taken for the promotion and development of this
sector.

The scenic KalamValley presenting deserted looks as there is no proper road to attract tourists
and those who are traveling through intricate routs frequently confronted with traffic
incidents.There are other tourist points in Upper Dir, Shangla and Buner areas, which need dire
attention of Tourism department to explore it and establish rest houses to attract tourists from the
far-off parts of the country, but unfortunately their work is only limited paper and they are
spending the funds only for official tours.

Despite devolving of tourism department to the province, the Pakistan Tourism Development
Corporation (PTDC) Hotels, which are now under the domain of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government has not been handed over to the province.The Bahrain Kalam road fall into politics
when MPA Jaffer Shah and Ameer Mugam clashed with each other, both the leaders claimed to
have got approved Rs480 million for restoration of the 36 kilometre road from Bahrain to
Kalam.For quite a long time, Shah has been active on social media claiming he has got the road
approved by the National Highway Authority. He claims that the ANP senators in Islamabad have
transferred their ‘discretionary’ funds for the said road upon his request.On the other hand,
Mugam claims that it was actually he who had convinced the National Highway Authority to
sanction funds for the road.When contacted, Jaffer Shah was not available for comments
however his cousin told this scribe that both Mugam and Shah hold their own inauguration
ceremony in the presence of NHA authorities but the work is still pending on the road and thus
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this important project fall into politics of PML-N and Awami National Party.

The Tourism Department also failed to establish rest houses and revamp picnic points in Kumrat
Valley of Upper Dir where eye-catching sights are available for tourists. Similarly the road leading
to tourist points in Chitral is in extremely ramshackle condition for which no allocation has been
made in ADP.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government has transferred the administrative control of
its 15 rest houses in Galiyat to the tourism department saying the move will boost tourism in the
province by providing tourists with a comfortable stay in the region.

In a statement issued here on Friday, Tourism Corporation Khyber Pakhtunkhwa managing
director Mushtag Ahmad Khan said his organisation had prepared a comprehensive operational
plan under which rest houses could be rented by anybody at market rate from Eidul Fitr onwards.
“We have devised a booking guideline, details of which will be available soon on the TCKP
website i.e. www.kptourism.com. Besides booking policy, the operational plan also covers
categorisation of rest houses based on their quality, room rental or full rest house reservation,
and booking facility for government servants during their official duty and private visits,” he
said.After the PTI came to power in the province after the 2013 general elections, the party
chairman, Imran Khan, had announced the government would privatise the government’s rest
houses. Implementing his directives, 15 rest houses had been transferred to the tourism
department in Galiyat region for one-year lease on trial basis to generate revenue.These rest
houses will be further leased out to the private sector under a public-private partnership
programme.Under the plan, the current staff of rest houses will continue their duty and get
training on Hotel management, hospitality and services.

After meeting the recurring expenditure on conservation of some architectural marvels, utilities
and salaries, the amount of the rest houses will be divided according to a net profit sharing
formula i.e. 75 percent of Galiyat Development Authority (GDA) and 25 percent of TCKP.

The larger share (75 per cent) will go to the cash-starved GDA under a special plan for carrying
out ‘Model Social Welfare Activities/Programme’ in the vicinity of these rest houses and also for
accomplishing development work for the local community. TCKP GM (properties and admin)
Sajjad Hamid said a special properties wing would also be established to manage affairs of rest
houses whilst serving as a setup for centralised bookings.“The rest houses along with the Tourist
Information Centres (TICs) at Peshawar, Islamabad, Abbottabad, Dongagali will offer on-the-spot
booking whereas an online booking mechanism is also being developed on the TCKP tourism
portal which will be connected with international online booking services,” he said.The official said
at the same time, mega publicity of rest houses would be carried out through electronic and print
media to attract national and foreign tourists. “Special concessional rates will be offered to
government servants who wish to avail the facilities,” he said. Galiyat is a region of outstanding
scenic beauty with natural reserve forests.

The Galiyat tract stretching between Abbottabad and Murree is dotted by a number of British-era
hill resorts.Many rest houses located in prime spots date back to the last century and are in need
of conservation to restore them to their original historic charm. Once fully privatised, these
properties are expected to earn billions of rupees for the province.Of the 15 rest houses
transferred to the TCKP, 11 were owned by the communication and works department and four
by environment department.They included Retreat House Nathiagali, Karnak House Nathiagali,
Inspection Bungalow Chand View Murree, Forest Rest House and TCKP Rest House Thandiani,
Additional Cottage Nathiagali, Vendia House Nathiagali, Pines Rest House Nathiagali, Forest
Cottage Nathiagali, Forest Rest House Dungagali, Forest Rest House Barian, European Cottages
29 and 30 Nathiagali, Secretariat Cottage Nathiagali and Raees Khana Nathiagali, the news
release said.

LAHORE - A delegation of World Bank led by Country Director Rachid Ben Messaud met Punjab
Chief Minister Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif on Tuesday. Matters regarding promotion of
cooperation in skill development and tourism sector were discussed in the meeting.
Talking to the delegation, the chief minister said that majority of Pakistan’s population comprises
youth and by imparting quality skills to the youth, the challenge of their empowerment has to be
turned into an opportunity. He said that World Bank should further promote cooperation with
Punjab with regard to skill development. He said that provision of resources for empowerment of
youth is a useful investment and Punjab government is moving in the right direction in this regard.
He said that training and imparting of skills to youth in accordance with market need is the need
of the hour. He said that Punjab government is building the capacity of technical training
institutes. He said that World Bank should consider provision of assistance in the vocational
training of five lakh youth annually. He said that in order to provide respectable job opportunities,
the government has started the pilot project programme of digital economy under which online
jobs will be provided to the youth. He said that World Bank should provide assistance in this
regard. The chief minister also issued instruction for setting up a committee for further
negotiations with World Bank for the promotion of tourism in Punjab.Country Director of World
Bank Rachid Ben Messaud said that Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif took commendable steps for
progress of the province and has provided benefits of the development projects to the masses in
the real sense. Provincial Minister for Tourism Rana Mashhood Ahmad, Minister for Finance Dr
Ayesha Ghaus Pasha, were also present on the occasion.

Shahbaz for protecting expats’ properties: Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif presided over a
meeting of Overseas Pakistanis Commission Punjab, on Tuesday in which performance of the
commission was reviewed. Commissioner Overseas Pakistanis Commission Punjab Afzaal Bhatti
gave a detailed briefing. Addressing the meeting, Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif said that
Pakistanis living abroad are ambassadors of the country and their problems will be resolved on
priority basis. He said that no one will be allowed to grab properties, houses or land of overseas
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Pakistanis. He said that the hard-earned money of the Pakistanis living abroad will be protected
at any cost.He directed that Overseas Pakistanis Commission Punjab should acquire the services
of lawyers at the earliest for pursuing the cases. The chief minister issued instructions for setting
up a committee for making affairs of the housing societies transparent and said that this
committee should review all matters regarding housing societies. The meeting also decided to fix
quota of the children of overseas Pakistanis in educational institutions on merit and the Chief
Minister directed that a comprehensive framework should be evolved and presented in the next
meeting. He said that the complaints and problems of overseas Pakistanis should be solved
immediately and there should not be any delay in this regard. He said that the commission should
resolve the problems of Pakistanis living abroad in an active manner.

The meeting also decided to allocate a separate block for overseas Pakistanis in government
housing schemes. Shahbaz Sharif directed that Punjab Investment Board should play an active
role for motivating overseas Pakistanis towards investment. Afzaal Bhatti told the meeting that out
of 650 complaints of overseas Pakistanis 357 have been resolved. He said that Azad Jammu and
Kashmir Overseas Cell had been set up while a helpline is also fully active.

UPPER DIR: Parliamentary Secretary for Finance Mohammad Ali has announced the
government plans to restore the tourism potential of Kumrat Valley in Upper Dir.Speaking at a
news conference in Upper Dir on Saturday, he vowed to include the valley within a feasibility
report for the province and said plans were under way to boost tourism in the region.“The people
of Kumrat had made this demand,” he said. “They wanted the valley to be adjusted in a feasibility
report so its lost glory could be restored. Residents want to see Kumrat Valley as the popular
tourist spot it was in 1974.”According to Ali, the roads leading to the valley are already under
construction. “The infrastructure (roads) will be improved so more people would be able to visit,”
he added.

The lost world

The valley offers a treasure trove of sprawling meadows, azure streams, lush green trees and
the region’s signature — a cool breeze. It is dotted with magnificent sights which once attracted a
large number of tourists who would visit the area to find momentary reprieve from the cares of
the world.However, the local tourism industry experienced countless setbacks. Many believe if
the government’s efforts are successful, Kumrat will be among the leading tourist spots in the
country.

On the cards

Insiders familiar with the matter told The Express Tribune efforts were being made to provide
facilities which are at par with international standards to ensure the steady flow of tourists in
the valley.During the first phase of the plan, infrastructure will be improved and proper security
arrangements will be put in place.The provincial government has said it has allocated money to
develop tourism sites like Upper Dir, Kalam, Kalash Valley in Chitral, Swat, Shangla and
Abbottabad.According to the white paper, the current development budget for sports, tourism,
archaeology, culture and youth affairs amounts to 1% of the Annual Development
Programme.There is no separate allocation mentioned for tourism in the ADP — sports and
tourism collectively get Rs1.33 billion for 54 projects of which 23 are new.Within the local
government budget of Rs17.77 billion, the “uplift of rural roads in Upper and Lower Dir” has been
mentioned in the paper. However, in the absence of an annual budget statement (made available
to the public), it is hard to nail specifics of any project.

Domino effect

According to insiders, improvements in the hospitality sector will also encourage tourism in the
region.“The revenue stream of hotels is mostly dependent on tourism,” said a local. “If adequate
facilities are provided by hotels, more tourists will visit the valley.”

ISLAMABAD: The National Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa), a specialised
cultural institution working under the Federal Ministry of Information, Broadcasting and National
Heritage, has carried-out an extensive research field work in Gilgit-Baltistan to document and
promote its indigenous folk culture and craft heritage.Lok Virsa Executive Director Shahera
Shahid informed that in pursuance of 'Lok Virsa Ordinance' promulgated by the government of
Pakistan in 2002, major responsibilities assigned to the institute are research, collection,
documentation, preservation, and dissemination of Pakistan's traditional culture. It includes both
tangible and intangible cultural heritage, said a news release issued on Monday. Recognising the
need, the new management of 'Lok Virsa' deputed a five-member team of professionals headed
by Deputy Director (Museum) Anwaarul Haq, on a museum-related research field tour of Gilgit-
Baltistan in June 2014.

The team was assigned to authenticate existing data of crafts people already registered with 'Lok
Virsa', to identify new unexplored talent of master artisans, folk artists, folk musicians, and folk
dance groups as well as to make ethnological/craft collections from bonafide craftspeople for the
Pakistan National Museum of Ethnology, popularly known as the Heritage Museum at
Shakaparian.

The team undertook the assignment by adopting the mechanism of interviews of traditional
practitioners, on-location visits to workplaces in their home towns, making audio visuals and
photographic documentations of relevant crafts, craftspeople, folk artists, and musicians.The
team covered six districts of Gilgit Baltistan, including Gilgit, Hunza Nagar, Ghizer, Skardu,
Gaunche, and Astor, including their remotest villages and far-flung areas. 50 master artisans and
25 folk artists and musicians have been authenticated and identified along with their detailed
documentation. During the visit, the team was able to enlist 15 special persons in Karimabad and
Hunza practicing the dying craft of 'Sharma' weaving. Sharma is a traditional floor rug of GB
made from the hair of yak, goat, and sheep wool. It is a time consuming craft and requires a lot of
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hard work and dedication.The team also recorded a special person, Niaz Hunzai, in Karimabad,
who beautifully plays traditional flute (Surnai in local language) and imparting his skill to the
younger generation. The important craft areas focused in the tour included embroidery, Sharma,
traditional musical instruments making, basket weaving, stone carving, wood work, jewellery,
traditional embroidered dresses/ costumes, etc.

The 'Lok Virsa' team also collected a number of important artifacts/crafts/ ethnological material
from artisans for the Heritage Museum during its village-to-village and town-to-town field work.
The team also documented a typical/traditional Gilgit Baltistan house in a remote village of
Ghizer.Before starting their field work, the team held a meeting with the Information, Culture,
Tourism and Youth Affairs Minister Saadia Danish, and sought cooperation of her department in
successful implementation of the task. Appreciating Lok Virsa's ongoing efforts in documentation
and preservation of indigenous folk culture, the minister directed the relevant senior officials for
necessary facilitation in the matter. The team subsequently held detailed
interactions/consultations with the representatives of Gilgit-Baltistan Culture Department and
office bearers of the Gilgit Arts Council, Hunza Arts Council, Ghizer Arts Council, Agha Khan
Rural Support Programme (AKRSP), and Karakorum Area Development Foundation (KADO),
wherein certain matters relating to mutual cooperation between 'Lok Virsa' and these community-
based cultural bodies came under discussions.Based on the report of the field work,

'Lok Virsa' is planning to nominate local voluntary research coordinators in major districts of
Gilgit-Baltistan for undertaking a series of activities, hold art and craft festivals in collaboration
with the GB Culture Department and Arts Councils in major cities, and create a new three
dimensional display on "Traditional House of GB" at the Heritage Museum in Islamabad.

Mishermayl LGS troupe will be taking part in International Folk Meetings Malopolska, Poland
which is being held from the 29th of June till the 13th of July 2015. The International Folk
Meetings event includes participants from 10 countries. Mishermayl LGS troupe is the first and
only group of folk dancers and musicians that have been selected to represent Pakistan’s culture
in Poland.

Mishermayl Troupe is certified as the National Section by CIOFF (International Council of
Organizations for Folklore Festivals and Folk Arts. CIOFF is the official partner of UNESCO which
is sponsoring the International Folk Meetings event.

The Mishermayl Troupe has been very active locally in promoting Pakistan’s cultural heritage
through its musical performance, folk dance and art displays. It has also promoted the national
culture in international festivals.

The MishermaylTroupe is headed by Madiha Gul, Associate Member and Representative of
CIOFF in Pakistan and Ali Aftab Saeed, the Managing Director of Mishermayl Productions and
the lead musician who will be performing with the troupe as well as mentoring young singers to
perform with him. The troupe consists of 28 students who will be participating in the festival and
performing in Myslenice, Miechow, Dobczyce, and Wolbrom (Poland).

GILGIT: The Gilgit-Baltistan government has eased restrictions on foreign tourists wishing to visit
the scenic region.“Foreigners who have obtained a valid visa will now be allowed to visit G-B,” an
official in the home department told The Express Tribune on Tuesday. “However, there are some
restricted areas which they will not be permitted to go. These places include the 10-mile strip
along the Line of Control and 30 miles along the International Border.”

Paradise lost

The region has been deemed unsuitable for foreign tourists since June 23, 2013 when gunmen
clad in paramilitary uniforms stormed the Nanga Parbat base camp and shot dead nine
mountaineers along with their Pakistani guide.The attack shocked the world and damaged the
country’s adventure tourism industry. Following the attack, the government placed restrictions on
free movement of the tourists as it was unable to provide security to them.

Change of heart

However, the official said the government has decided to change its policy in order to facilitate
tourists who initially required permission to visit even the unrestricted parts of the region. “Such
restrictions had discouraged tourism in G-B,” he added. He said tourists will be expected to
register with police check posts of the valleys they are visiting.

Back to life

The G-B government’s decision to ease travel restrictions is likely to encourage the tourism
sector and generate revenue for the region.Following the Nanga Parbat attack, revenue
generated from tourism dropped by over 50% as foreign tourists stopped visiting the country. This
was a critical blow to nearly 10,000 families who directly or indirectly depend on tourism for their
livelihood.According to tour operators, around 15,000 to 20,000 tourists, including mountaineers,
visit Pakistan each year during summer. Each of them spends over $5,000.

GILGIT-BALTISTAN: Gilgit-Baltistan government on Tuesdayeased restrictions for foreign
tourists wishing to visit the region.“Foreigners who have obtained a valid visa will now be allowed
to visit G-B,” an official in the G-B home department told The Express Tribune.“However, there
are some restricted areas, including the 10-mile strip along the Line of Control and 30 miles along
the International Border which they will not be permitted to go to,” he added.The region has been
deemed unsuitable for foreign tourists since 2013 when gunmen clad in paramilitary uniforms
stormed the Nanga Parbat base camp and shot dead nine mountaineers along with their
Pakistani guide.he attack shocked the world and damaged the country’s adventure tourism
industry. Following the attack, the government placed restrictions on free movement of tourists in
the region as they were unable to provide every tourist with security.However, an official said the
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government has decided to change its policy in order to facilitate tourists who previously required
permission to visit any part of the region.“Such restrictions discouraged tourism in G-B,” he
said.However, tourists will still be expected to register at police check posts that dot the valleys.

The G-B government’s decision to ease travel restrictions is likely to encourage the tourism
sector and generate revenue for the region.Following the Nanga Parbat attack, revenue
generated from tourism dropped by over 50% as foreign tourists stopped visiting the country. This
was a critical blow to nearly 10,000 families who directly or indirectly depend on tourism for their
livelihood.According to tour operators, around 15,000 to 20,000 tourists, including mountaineers,
visit Pakistan each year during summer. Each of them spends over $5,000.Earlier, in April, the
United Kingdom foreign office took back a travel advisory against visiting to G-B.Further, the G-B
government constituted a special high-altitude unit earlier this year as part of its plan to provide
security to tourists. The unit comprises 50 police officers who are trained and equipped to handle
any eventualities.

“All my three sons used to work as porters and guides for tourists coming to the area around 10
years ago but now, they go to down country in the winter season to earn livelihood for the 21-
member joint family,” says Sher Baig of Terich valley, which flanks Terich Mir peak of Hindu Kush
range of mountains.The tourism industry has been adversely affected in Chitral after the 9/11
terrorist attacks with tourists turning away from the area. Earlier, scores of foreigners, including
eco-tourists, trekkers and mountaineers, visited the area.Baig recalls that local people derived a
large part of their income from tourists coming in during the summer season and for many,
tourism-related activities were like a profession.Such views were expressed by hotel owners in
Kalash valley’s Bumburate area, which once teemed with foreigners in the season.Rahim Khan, a
hotel owner in Brun village of the valley, recalls the day with great sorrow when foreign tourists
were packed into vehicles and sent across the Lowari Pass for their ‘security’.He says he had to
fire his all four waiters and two cooks when the number of tourists dropped significantly after the
incident. He termed Kalash as the worst affected people of the fall of local tourism industry as
their culture is said to be unique in nature attracting tourists to the valley in large numbers.Afzal
Ali Shah, who works on a livelihood programme with an NGO, has figures based on household
survey to show that the decaying industry of tourism has caused poverty in the area. He said the
influx of tourists to the area engaged the local jobless people with employment ranging from
porter to tourist guide.Shah said apart from Kalash valleys of Bumburate, Birir and Rumbur, the
valleys of Terich, Arkari, Oveer and Garam Chashma were also centres of tourism and that
unemployment rate was very high there.He was of the view that revival of tourism in Chitral must
be taken as a special initiative to reduce poverty. It was due to the fabulous potential of tourism
that five numbers of hotels were opened by Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC)
in different locations of Chitral in 1970s and 80s to cope with the growing number of tourists.

Abdur Razaq, a Chitral-based tour operator, termed Chitral the paradise of tourists for having
diverse cultures, numerous trekking routes on the foothold of Hindu Kush, more than one
hundred peaks of altitudes more than 5000 meters coupled with rich bio-diversity.According to
him, it is in Chitral that a tourist could easily view a markhor and snow leopard in their natural
habitats from a close range. Above all, the lengths and breadths of the area offer peaceful
ambiance, which is the most wanted for a tourist.Razaq said there was a need for portraying
Chitral in the national and international media as the place absolutely free from terrorism and
other threats to the life and property of tourists, especially foreigners.Professor Rahmat Karim
Baig, author of a number of books on local culture, said it would take more than a month for an
eco-tourist to tour the district, which was divided into 36 segregated valleys.He was optimistic
about the revival of the industry in Chitral saying serious efforts were underway both in public and
private sectors for the purpose.

Dr Inayatullah Faizi, team leader of a USAID-funded project executed by a local organisation on
promotion of tourism in Chitral, said it has made a number of efforts to create an ideal
environment, which lured tourists to throng Chitral.He said a linkage was being developed with
worldwide tourism networks with an aim to showcase the ideally peaceful atmosphere of Chitral
best suited for tourism.He said in Chitral, the situation for tourists had not been so insecure for
tourists but it was bracketed with other terror-hit districts of the region and the tourists were
denied entrance to it.“Under the project, a mountaineering school is being established, which will
prove a big step in attracting mountaineers to the peaks of Hindu Kush mountains,” he said.The
freestyle polo is also a source of attraction for the tourists, he said, and for its promotion, the
game is being promoted for which polo clubs are being established under the project in seven
major towns of the district.Dr Faizi was of the view that tourism industry in Chitral is treading on
its way to regain its earlier position of a decade ago.

“The floor is very hot right now. You'll burn your feet so stay in the shade.” It is around 11:30am
on a scorching summer day in Lahore and standing in front of me at Badshahi Mosque issuing
the warning is Shami Khan, a frail old man who has served as a guide at the Lahore Fort and
historical mosque since 1956. “| worked as a guide at the fort till 1990 and and since then I've
been working here at the mosque,” he says.Until 1988, Khan had a smooth life working as a clerk
at Punjab University Law College by day and a tour guide in the evenings. “The department head
at the time was very nice to me and understood that my salary from the department was not
enough so he allowed me to work as a guide,” he recalls. After a great struggle, Khan purchased
a plot for his family but the floods in 1988 destroyed his house, bringing years of Khan’s hard
work to nought. “It took me ages to acquire the nine-and-a-half marla plot, but the flood came and
took it all away.” Khan received no financial assistance even though the international community
pledged help for those affected by the devastating floods, he says. Eventually, he had to sell the
property and move to a rented place.Khan stands out among other guides because of his ability
to easily converse in English. “l also taught master’s level courses for six years at the Pakistan
Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC),” Khan shares with pride. Over time, he also picked
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up some phrases in French and German, but English remains his greatest achievement
considering he only formally studied the language till grade one. Regardless of the pride he takes
in his English skills, Khan says it is his mother’s curse. “One day she called me an ‘Angreza’ as
an insult and | angrily ran off to my sister’s house.”

Knowing the language of the West is not Khan’s only claim to fame. He knows the little secrets
that make the historic monuments all the more interesting to visit. In every tour, Khan will make a
visitor stand at one corner of the veranda at Badshahi Mosque and whisper from the other. “See,
you can hear clearly,” he says grinning from ear to ear. Khan will then take you to the next
veranda, stop right in the middle, and say in a low, deep tone, “Hello, hello, what day is it today?”
His voice echoes back loud and clear.His in-depth knowledge and charm could only take him so
far; Khan was only able to rebuild a home after financial intervention. A few years ago, however,
Khan met Aurangzeb Haneef, who started an initiative called ‘Build a home for Shami, guide of
Lahore’. “Having your own house is a great source of comfort,” he says, adding that it is
impossible to pay rent with the Rs6,000 he receives as pension from Punjab University. Khan
says they needed Rs600,000 to buy a two-marla plot and build a basic structure over it. They
managed to collect some money through donations and used up the savings of Khan’s youngest
son, but still require another Rs100,000 to complete the structure.

As | get up to leave, Khan calls me back and begins to cry. “I'd like to thank the people of
Pakistan who came to my aid,” he says earnestly. Khan has made the best of the ordinary
circumstances through hard work. But like many others, he has nothing other than the respect of
those around him to show for it.

The national air carrier operated an Airbus A-320 flight from Islamabad to Skardu for the first time
on Thursday, allowing a three-fold increase in the number of passengers making the trip.

PIA’s A-320 carried over 120 passengers to the valley, including a delegation of top aviation
officials, cabin crew, adventure seekers and media personnel.Special Assistant to PM on
Aviation, Captain Shujaat Azeem, inaugurated the test flight. “This was a long-standing demand
of the people of Skardu. They will now have the opportunity to travel on regular flights if the
weather permits.The Airbus will operate on daily basis and similar flights are in the pipeline for
Gilgit and Chitral, he added. The move came on the directives of Prime Minister Mian Nawaz
Sharif. Azeem said the Airbus has thrice the capacity of the ATR, which has been carrying
passengers in the past. Whereas the ATR can carry up to 42 passengers, the airbus can carry
around 130 passengers.

PESHAWAR - Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Board of Investment and Trade (KP-BolT) is progressing to
establish a ‘state-of-the-art’ resort for tourists, chairlift, and skiing facility to boost tourism in
scenic valley of Malam Jabba, Swat.

A significant progress has been made for setting up multi-facilities two tourist resorts and skiing
facility, along with refurbishment of chairlift in picturesque valley of Malam Jabba, said board vice
chairman, Senator Mohsin Aziz in a press release issued here on Wednesday. Consequent upon
establishment of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Board of Investment and Trade, he said the incumbent
provincial government had outlined a plan to rehabilitate the ski/ chairlift/ hotel project, which was
floated by KP-BolT in collaboration of Tourism Corporation of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He said the
project is step towards modernising the tourism sector. He mentioned hotel, skiing resort, and
chairlift project was earlier established by the then government with assistance of Austrian
government. He said the hotel was burnt down by militants during insurgency and militancy in
Swat, which had caused major setback to tourism sector in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Aziz said a
piece of land measuring 275-acre had been offered to a leading firm M/S Samson Group of
Companies on long lease for setting up modern tourists resort, along with added facilities of
chairlift, and skiing at the Malam Jabba. He said the company is working on fast-track basis for
timely completion of project, with addition multi-facet facilities for tourists. The firm would develop
ski resort with all allied facilities and develop a dual purpose chairlift for serving skiers and
general tourists during winter as well as in summer, he added.Acquittal of nominated customs,
border agents welcomed:

Director Pak-Afghan Joint Chamber of Commerce and Pakistan Customs Agents Association vice
chairman, Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi has welcomed the decision of accountability court regarding
acquittal of 450 nominated customs and border agents of Afghan transit trade in 28000 missing
NATO containers scandal.He said that the decision has given relief to customs agents of
Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He said that between 2007 and 2010, 57 references were
filed against customs agents in missing ISAF containers case. He added that agents’ community
has expressed full confidence over the decision of the court and termed it an impartial and right
decision at this critical time.The 450 nominated agents also include officers of Customs
department who were identified principle appraiser Sardar Ameen Farooqi, principle appraiser
Maswood-ul-Hasan, principle appraiser Waseem Kazmi, principle appraiser Riaz-ur-Rahman and
retired principle appraiser Abdul Rahman.The National Accountability Bureau had nominated
these persons in allegation of missing containers scandal, however the court could not prove the
allegation and ultimately they were acquitted in the case.The court says that the report of FTO
regarding missing containers was against the ground ‘2realities and the customs agents said that
former member customs FBR Hafiz Mohammad Anees has filed this report and mentioned that
28000 containers got missing before reaching the Afghan border.

Acting upon this report, the then chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhri took suo-motu notice
of this scandal and had ordered enquiry against the responsible persons. Later, Federal Tax
Ombudeman Shoaib Saddal said that the report of 28,000 missing container is baseless and only
7922 containers were missing inside the country. Later Saddal filed a reference in Supreme Court
nominating border agents and customs agents and directed investigation in Balochistan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The accountability court failed to produce proofs against the nominated persons.
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ISLAMABAD: A book including stunning photographs of cultural sites in Pakistan was launched
along with a gallery exhibit to highlight the significance of cultural preservation. The event was a
treat for nature enthusiasts and an inspiration for them to travel across the country.The event was
hosted by the US Embassy at Satrang Gallery in Serena Hotel on Tuesday evening to highlight
14 years of its Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation (AFCP) in Pakistan.

US Ambassador Richard Olsen, Dr Yasmeen Lari from the Heritage Foundation and Serena
Hotels CEO Aziz Boolani welcomed artists, architects, archaeologists, students and members of
the public passionate about arts and culture at the event.“The book and the photo exhibit
documents 18 outstanding cultural heritage projects throughout Pakistan and celebrates a 14-
year commitment between the two countries to preserve the cultural heritage of Pakistan for
future generations,” said Olsen at the opening ceremony.“l made this trip because cultural
heritage matters to people in more ways than you and | can imagine. It plays an important role in
defining who we are and in protecting a country’s identity and maintaining its economic vitality,”
he said.While speaking to The Express Tribune, US Embassy Public Affairs Section Programme
Management SpecialistAzfar Igbal stressed the importance of coexistence and tolerance. “I have
a short but simple belief; do not cause harm. May you be the Taliban, modern, deobandi, pop,
rock or belong to any cult, if you don't like it, just let it be but don’t cause harm,” he added.The
book features photographs of preservation and rehabilitation projects in Pakistan, including first
ever project in Taxila and newest in Makli Hill Sindh, is available at the exhibition that continues
till June 28.

ISLAMABAD:A reentry seminar for 60 exchange students returning from the US was arranged
on Wednesday by the Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange Study (YES) Program in collaboration
with the Society for International Education. The event was held at the end of a five-day pre-
departure orientation for 108 students selected for the 2015-2016 session. The returning students
gave presentations on their personal experiences with host families and life in US, providing
insights for the outgoing batch.Suleman Khan, a student placed at North Judson, Indiana, said
the experience provided him with an excellent opportunity to learn diversity, hospitality and
different cultures.Students from the 2014-15 batch gave tips on how to make the most of the
experience by joining clubs, participating in community services, and actively participating in
sports.Deputy Chief of Mission Thomas Williams welcomed the returning batch and hoped that
these students prove to be valuable additions for community development.

MULTAN: The Punjab government has allocated over Rs32 million for conservation of six
monuments in south Punjab under two new and four on-going schemes, a spokesman for the
Archaeology Department said on Wednesday. He said Rs4 million had been allocated for the
conservation of the mausoleum of Hazrat Mian Sakhi Dalaail in Mailsi. He said under a new
scheme, conservation of mausoleum of Hazrat Musa Pak Shaheed at Uch Sharif had been
allocated Rs2.615 million. He said the provincial government had also allocated funds for four on-
going scheme including Rs2.02 million for Sawi Masjid, Rs1.734 million for the mausoleum of
Hazrat Mai Meherban, Rs15 million for mausoleum and mosque of Hazrat Khalid Waleed in
Khanewal and Rs7 million for Sargana Masjid in Vehari.

SAHIWAL: Heritage is more than a record of the past. It should become living and an integral
part of both rural and urban identity for future generations.This is moving away from simply
developing inventory or depository of artefacts, monuments, remains or material resources to
something like living phenomena becoming part and parcel of people’s social behaviours and
practices. This was stressed by Punjab Higher Education Commission (PHEC) Chairman Dr
Nizamuddin while presiding over a seminar on ‘The role of higher education in promoting and
preserving cultural heritage’ organised by the Comsats Institute of information Technology’s
(CIIT) Department of Heritage Studies in collaboration with PHEC on Wednesday.He said this
practice actually kept heritage alive and linked the past with present and future so people could
take pride in ownership of that heritage. He also added Harappa was a living heritage of the
people of the land and higher educational institutes must teach such disciplines. Renowned
archaeologist Dr Rafique Mughal said the purpose of the seminar was to introduce and bring
questions of identity and heritage to higher academic institutes. He said Comsats had developed
a heritage study department that was the only department in Punjab where living history and
culture would be taught. CIIT Director Dr Abdul Waheed said even educated people in Pakistan
had no sense of association with the great civilisations of this region, popularly called the
Gandhara and Indus Valley civilisations.Dr Nizamuddin said PHEC was paying attention towards
cultural identities and for that purpose the Harappa civilisation needed to be revisited in
textbooks. He said the commission had a mandate to support research, training and cultural
activities within the heritage context. He reminded the audience of the role of Sahiwal in the 1857
War of Independence. He also said the Sahiwal chapter of Lok Rahs had organised a two-hour
theatre play on Rai Ahmed Khan Kharal's struggle written by Najam Hussain Syed.

Punjab Lok Sujag gave a multimedia presentation on their Harappa community initiative for which
Rs180 million had been released by the Punjab government for disbursement among 360 land
occupants.Imran Jaffar from the Department of History of Government Post Graduate College
strongly criticised the change in elementary, secondary and higher education curricula during the
‘80s in the name of “Islamisation”. He said more communal, ethnic and narrow-minded historically
distorted concepts of thought introduced in the books had left no space for tolerance and
acceptance of views.The seminar was also addressed by Bilal Ashraf of the Department of
English at Government Imamia College, Sahiwal and Dr Bashir Ahmed from the Department of
History at Education University, Lahore.

HYDERABAD: Hyderabad, the burgeoning city with a unique culture, heritage and climate, is little
known to its new inhabitants and those who live in the other urban centres of the country. Over
two and a half centuries old archaeological sites, much older forts, early urbanites of the 18th
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century and the areas they lived in have particularly been obscured by the sands of time.

Luckily, a group of some young people seems to have sensed this injustice and embarked on a
journey to rediscover what is, to describe with an oxymoron, ‘conspicuously indistinct’. Their first
effort culminated in the form of a photo exhibition, titled ‘Tale of Hyderabad’, on Sunday, which
portrayed pictures of Hyderabad’s culture, heritage, people and places.The event came on the
heels of the May 30 ‘Photo Walk’, in which over a 100 young people were taken to various
historic, cultural, sports and amusement facilities to capture these places in their cameras.

The Pakistan-US Alumni Network and Lahooti, a Jamshoro-based musical band, organised both
the activities to engage the youth with their city’s heritage and culture. At the event, Syed
Zeeshan Ahmed, the Photo Walk’s guide, introduced the visitors to the city’s brief history, titled
‘From Nerunkot to Hyderabad’.“They [the youth who participated in the walk and whose pictures
were displayed in the exhibition] have given a new thought to the young generation,” observed
Attiya Imtiaz Ali, the project officer of Sindh Education Foundation’s Integrated Education
Learning Programme.She was one of the more than 200 visitors, who also acted as the jury by
filling out the evaluation sheets for the best photographs, at the exhibition. “I regret not being part
of the walk and | complained to Sana why she didn’t register me for the event.”According to Sana
A Khoja, the network’s president of the Hyderabad and Jamshoro chapter, the 57 photographs
were selected from among ‘tons of clicks’. They depicted the 18th century Pucca Qila and the
tombs of the Kalhoro and Talpur rulers, heritage buildings in Heerabad, the Tower Market and the
city’s people.“[Initially], | was of the view that we would gather hardly 50 participants,” said Khoja.
“But it got bigger and what made me feel better was the good number of females.”The first prize
went to Khudeja Ansari, who had clicked a picture of three children clad in shalwar kameez,
sporting prayer caps. Runner-up Fazila Amber’s click showed a wooden steep stair climbing up to
the upper storey of an old building.The two pictures eclipsed the huge collection of heritage and
archaeological sites. “If you will see individual collection of participants, you will find more pictures
of streets and buildings than humans and stairs. Next time, we will define a specific criteria,” said
Khoja.The exhibition concluded with a musical performance of folk songs by Fakir Zulfigar.

MALAKAND: “Look deep into nature and you’ll find the purpose of life,” goes a saying. Malakand
Division is indeed one of those places where nature’s beauty is at its peak.Home to some of the
most beautiful lakes in Pakistan, with high mountains surrounding its lush green fields, locals
have termed some places in Malakand Division as ‘heaven on earth.” Lamchar waterfall in Upper
Dir is one such attraction.The waterfall is located 35 kilometres from Darora, Dir-Chitral Road and
is about 8,000 feet above sea level. The route to this heavenly place is an unpaved road,
because of which the journey takes a couple of hours.The waterfall starts when a local river takes
a steep 30-foot plunge to a small water body below, and then continues its journey onwards.lt is
truly mesmerising to see the water fall from such a height and leaves one rooted to the spot in
admiration of nature’s wild beauty.The waterfall, about 20 feet wide, is constantly spraying visitors
and the greenery around it. Locals have set up mini cabins where they serve food to tourists and
provide them with a place to relax.

However, the waterfall doesn’t receive a lot of tourists, mainly because of its inaccessibility. The
roads that lead up to Lamchar Waterfall are unpaved, which is a major discouraging factor for
anyone wishing to visit it. Instead, many tourists, upon reaching Upper Dir, make their way
towards the neighbouring Chitral district.“It is a beautiful spot. They just need to fix the roads so
that more people can come,” Afzal Khan, who was visiting the area with 10 of his friends, told The
Express Tribune. This place is no less than paradise, he added.Nadir Khan, a local who runs one
of the food cabins, said he had spent his entire life here and is proud of its beauty.“People come
to see the waterfall and relax. The district administration needs to make hotels for tourists to
come and spend their summers here,” he added, saying Lamchar Waterfall is secure.The
provincial government needs to promote and develop the tourism industry in the region so that
more people are able to experience this gorgeous place. The main focus should be on repairing
the roads.

PESHAWAR: To preserve the rich heritage of the province and promote recreational activities,
the budget for fiscal year 2015-16 has proposed increases in allocations for most of the relevant
fields.

The development budget for sports, tourism, archaeology and youth affairs is Rs1.3 billion. The
welfare budget has proposed an allocation of Rs0.47 billion for sports, tourism and museums
while Rs0.21 billion is meant for information, culture and public relations.

Moreover, the current revenue expenditures for recreation, culture and religion are at Rs0.78
billion.During his speech, Minister for Finance Muzaffar Said said the government is committed to
promote arts and sustain cultural diversity by preserving all the languages of the province. “Mega
projects will be initiated to promote the culture of the province,” he said, adding the government
plans to renovate the historic Mohabbat Khan Mosque and also the 17th century Hindu temple
situated in Gor Gathri. Moreover, the development budget of Rs1.3 billion for sports and tourism
will cater to 54 projects out of which 31 are going on with the allocation of Rs0.75 billion and 23
are new with Rs0.575 billion.Firsts.

The government plans to set up the first archaeological laboratory in Peshawar as the tests of
relics recovered in excavations are at present carried out abroad. Attention will also be given to
11 sites in Swat so they can be excavated. “The sites of our Gandharan civilisation are the
attractions for tourists from around the world and hence more work will be done on them in the
coming years,” said the minister, adding infrastructure of those areas will also be improved to
promote tourism.A plan for the first archaeological park, announced by the Directorate of
Archaeology a few months back, is part of the budget. The platform for performing arts was also
considered as the minister said Nishar Hall being the only public hall will also be renovated.Under
the budget, 76 sports grounds will also be established across the province and sports grounds
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will also be set up in schools.

PESHAWAR: The Tourism Corporation Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) organised two unique
programmes in Peshawar and Swat valleys to practically start implementation of the ambitious
agenda aimed at promoting tourism in the province.According to an official statement, the TCKP
arranged the first event titled “Musical Festival” to promote peace and tourism and provide
recreation to the people of the once terrorism-hit valley of the province.

The artistes and poets enthralled the audience with melodious voices, performances and poetry
at the first musical festival at the Wadudia Hall in Saidu Sharif.Besides Additional Secretary
Sports, Culture, Tourism, Archaeology, Museums and Youth Affairs Department Naeem Anwar
Sadozai, Managing Director TCKP Mushtaq Ahmed Khan, Commissioner Malakand Afsar Khan
and officials of the district administration, a large number of families and students attended the
festival.The event included performances of local and mainstream singers and artistes like
Humayun Khan, Karan Khan, Zeek Afridi, Khalid Malik, Nabeela, Muskan and others.The event
also included a mushaira by local poets, who presented poems on various topics depicting the
cultural values, historical aspects, clean and cool springs, gushing River Swat and the paradise
like beauty of the valley. This was the first time that TCKP organised such an event in Swat.
These events are aimed at attracting both domestic and international tourists along with
showcasing the rich cultural heritage of the province.lt also organised another unique event titled
“City through Cultural Trail” to highlight the historical sites and tourist spots in the Peshawar
City.To begin with the new and exclusive programme, the TCKP in collaboration with the
Directorate of Culture and Directorate of Archaeology and Museums selected 70 students from a
private sector university IM/Sciences Peshawar, for the first leg of the project.The students
started their tour from Peshawar Museum, where they visited various galleries and evinced keen
interest in the antiques and antiquities and its history.The students then went to Gor Khatri and
Sethi House. At the Sethi House, the students also enjoyed Pashto music performed by local
singers and artistes.

General Manager Events, Tourism and Information Centres (TICs) Muhammad Ali Syed,
Manager Media and In-charge Events and TICs Mahd Hussnain and Prof Hassan Mustafa Awan
accompanied the students during the tour.The students were briefed about the tour information
by archaeologist and travel guide Usman Mardanvi along with the Assistant Curator Peshawar
Museum Jahangir, archaeologist Neelam, Curator Gor Khatri Ahmad Faraz and Misbah.

Travelling is all about moments: moments of beauty that you can capture on a camera, moments
of trust when a stranger guides you to your destination, moments of relief when you find shelter in
a cosy cafe during a downpour and moments of sheer joy when you've hiked to the top of a
mountain for the first time. People search for moments that last a lifetime. But to pin down the
perfect destination is not always easy; many have a limited budget while others can’t reach a
consensus among family members and friends. To make 2015 memorable and to help you
narrow down your options based on your individual travel preferences, here are four travel tales
to inspire your next holiday. From snow-capped Shimla to sunny Arizona, let the beautiful
landscapes lift your spirits and guide your next adventure.

LAHORE: The Punjab government has organised the festival, in association with the city
district government, the Tourism Development Corporation of Punjab, the Parks and
Horticulture Authority and Eyebex Films, showcasing documentaries made by international and
local filmmakers.

On Saturday, there were panel discussions with travel writers and documentary-makers. A
photo exhibition showcasing the work of five adventure and travel photographers was also
organised. The photographers were: Atif Saeed, Rizwan Siddique, Hamid Hussain, Shah
Zaman Baloch and Kamran Saleem.The photographs showed mountain ranges in Pakistan.
Most visitors liked an image by Saeed, showing snow on barren mountains. The mountains
were surrounded by clouds and lit by a single beam of light penetrating the clouds.Most
documentaries, on Himalayan mountains, were filmed by participants from the United States,
Russia, Switzerland and Canada.The Alegria mapped the journey of a Swiss man across the
Himalayas. The narrator started his journey from Nepal on a bicycle. The documentary
showed the impact of the conflict in Nepal that continued from 1996 to 2006 between by
Maoists and government forces. It centred on the general strike in Nepal from May 1, 2010,
and the various problems faced by the documentary-maker.Another documentary, Life Lines,
showed the struggle of Makar Singh, living in a small mountain village in India, trying to
reconcile his small means and his ambitious dreams.Talking To The Air showed the growing
pressure on a small community in Mastung due to infrastructure development. The
documentary discussed how horses were an essential factor in the local way-of-life. However,
they had been replaced by motor vehicles after the construction of a major highway in the
area. The community faced immense pressure to balance the continuation of its traditions with
economic growth.The panel discussions featured Shahid Zaidi, adventurer, photographer and
filmmaker, who talked about his passion for travelling and the various experiences he had had
during his journeys.

Salman Rashid, a Fellow of the Royal Geographic Society, was a panellist at another session.
He talked about why people love to travel.He talked about how he had started travelling. He
said that he had travelled through Balochistan during the 1980s. “Despite being warned by
some friends, | did not feel insecure there at that time,” he said.Another panel discussion with
Samina Peerzada, Hassan Armaghan and Faisal Rehman discussed the resurgence of cinema
in Pakistan.The festival will continue on Sunday. An award ceremony will follow.

PESHAWAR:A musical show was organised by the Tourism Corporation Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
on Thursday at Wadudia Hall where famous Pashto signers enthralled hundreds of people with
their melodies.Humayun Khan, Zeek Afridi, Khalid Malik, Nabila and Muskan performed live at the
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event that was organised after a long time in the area.

On the occasion, local poets also arranged a poetry session in which they eulogised the natural
beauty of Swat and celebrated the freedom and peace that has been restored to scenic valley
after a lot of sacrifices.Malakand Division Commissioner, who was also present on this occasion,
besides other officials of TCKP, said the government would make all out efforts to provide
entertainment to the people of Swat.

LAHORE: TDCP’s Pakistan International Mountain Film Festival (PIMFF) to be held on June 13
to 14 at Alhamra Art Council will be a game-changer in tourism industry.

This was said by Punjab Tourism Minister Rana Mashhood in a media briefing on Wednesday.
The minister said the mountains and valleys of Pakistan have distinct mountain cultures that are
so diversified and fascinating that they almost border on the mythical side. “The Kalasha people
in Chitral valley, the Hunzakuts in Hunza valley and the Baltis in the Baltistan region offer an
amazing spectrum of mountain cultural lifestyles. Pakistan is a land of diversity, with terrains
ranging from lofty mountains in the north to the stretching sands of Arabian Sea in the south.
There are sprawling deserts, lush green plains and mighty rivers that flow through this land of
multiplicity rich with variety of cultures and people. Pakistan is blessed with one of the highest
peaks and longest glaciers in the world. Peaks like K2 and Nanga Parbat and glaciers like Biafo
and Baltoro are household names in the arena of mountain adventure sports in the world, a
mountain haven for climbers, paragliders, trekkers and other mountains sports enthusiasts,” the
minister said.The mountains of Pakistan are our unique assets that should have been projected
and portrayed to the outside world as natural playground for mountain tourism and adventure
sports. But unfortunately over the years, we haven’'t been able to showcase the grandeur of our
mountains to a wider international audience to promote tourism and portray the positive and
incredible side of Pakistan, he added.

Pakistan International Mountain Film Festival (PIMFF) a joint venture of Eyebex Films and the
Punjab government is the first endeavour of its kind that will become a platform for showcasing
the beauty of our mountains, culture and people. The Tourism Development Corporation of
Punjab, City District Government Lahore and Parks and Horticulture Authority are executing the
project alongside Eyebex Films, Mashhood said.

“About 500 hundred films were submitted at PIMFF from 80 countries around the world, out of
which 40 films have been selected to be screened at PIMFF. Delegates including documentary
filmmakers, festival directors from other mountain film festivals, adventurers and journalists from
all over the world will be attending this festival. There is an international organisation based in
Italy by the name of International Alliance for Mountain films that has 22 member countries that
hold mountain film festival of international standing every year. By holding the first international
mountain film festival in the country, Pakistan is striving to become one of the member of this
prestigious organization so that it can also carve its place in the countries of the world that have
great mountain tourism potential. Pakistan International Mountain Film Festival is one such
activity in this wholesome effort to portray the soft side of Pakistan and its people,” the minister
said.Imran Ali Groya, Commissioner, DCO, DG, PHA, MD, TDCP and MPA Tahiya Noon attend
the briefing.

LAHORE: The Media Foundation and Umeed-i-Jawan held the Heritage and Culture of the
Punjab photography competition at Race Course Park on Monday. Shafiq Malik, a photographer
for The Express Tribune was awarded third prize in the professional category. The competition
featured 1,300 photographs in the professional and amateur categories. As many as 150
photographers — 67 professional and 83 amateur — from all over the province entered their best
work depicting the best of Punjab’s colours and heritage. Ibrahim Nagi stood first in the
professional category, Rana Imran second and Shafig Malik third. In the amateur category,
Shahbaz Aslam stood first, Usman Aslam second and Rana Ashfaq Manzoor got third prize.
Position holders received cameras, laptops and tablets by The Media Foundation chairperson
Hasan Askari and PML-N leader Zakia Shahnawaz. Family and friends of the contesters were
also present at the park. The exhibition is open to the public for a few days.

LAHORE - The photo exhibition ‘Heritage and Culture of Punjab’ began at Jilani Park
(Racecourse Park) on Monday.Punjab Minister Zakia Shah Nawaz opened the exhibition.The
event was organised by The Media Foundation with the help of Umeed Jawan. The photographs
on display were shortlisted after a competition for professional and amateur photographers.More
than 140 photographers participated in this competition and submitted nearly 1,300 photos.The
top 25 pictures were shortlisted in each category and made part of this exhibition. In professional
category Ibrahim Nagi won first prize, Imran Rana and Shafig Malik bagged second and third
prize.In amateur category Shabaz Aslam won first prize, Usman Aslam and Rana Ashfaq
Manzoor won second and third prize.The Nation’s staff photographer Nawaz Alam was also given
special prize on the occasion.Other short listed photographers were also given prizes.The
exhibition will continue until June 12th.

ISLAMABAD: The seasonal bus service of the Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation
(PTDC) is serving the fun lovers from Rawalpindi to Naran on daily basis as over 2,000 tourists
enter Naran on weekdays and over 20,000 on weekends, said sources.The buses of the Pakistan
Tourism Development Corporation take the tourists to popular spots of the Naran Valley that
serves the nature lovers as a ‘hot cake’ in the summer with its picturesque landscapes and
pleasant weather.An official of the Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation said through
reasonable travelling rates, establishment of information centres and easy reservation
procedures, the bus service attracts maximum tourists while Pakistan Tourism Development
Corporation will also give discount of 35 percent on its hotel services during the month of
Ramadan.“With advancement in technologies, people have developed interest in visiting and
exploring new places during their summer vacations”, said official. The movement of people has
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been increasing for tourism purposes across the country annually, he added.

With the start of the summer vacations, families and youngsters belonging to the warm areas
start moving to mountainous regions that include Queen of Hills Murree, Nathiagali, Ayubia,
Kaghan Valley, Naran and Azad Kashmir to explore more greenery, lakes, rivers and picturesque
landscapes of the high mountains.The tourist season will remain on peak till the end of August in
Murree, Ayubia, Nathiagali and Naran as the local tourists visit these mountainous areas due to
rising temperature in different parts of the country, the official said. The domestic tourists consider
Murree and Nathiagali as most accessible tourist spot while Kaghan Valley is also popular for
those having urge for exploring more spots to spend summer vacations. For tourists, mountains
are considered as the place for leisure activities. People admire the beauty of these areas for the
reasons of pure climate and clean air, varied topography, beautiful scenery, local traditions and
simple life styles.A vacation in the Kaghan Valley, the Himalayan hide-away, located Northeast of
the Hazara District, is an unforgettable experience for them as the mountains, dales, lakes, water-
falls, streams and glaciers serve them with excellent opportunities to live close to the nature.

LAHORE - Deforestation, ever increasing settlements and improper disposal of solid waste and
wastewater is posing serious threat to rare biodiversity and ecosystems of Ayubia National Park,
a protected area covering 3,312 hectares (8,184 acres), located in Abbottabad District of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.The park is among 200 global eco-regions having immense ecological importance
due to its housing for rare birds, animal and plant species and three ecosystems-Sub-Alpine
meadows, moist temperate forests and Chir-pine forest.Deforestation and the resultant land
sliding coupled with increasing settlements and hotels has led to damage to biodiversity and
drastic decrease in the number of natural springs.The existing springs are also in danger of either
extinction or pollution of water as hotels, not having proper sewerage system, dump waste in
open spaces.Polluted springs are thus leading to various water borne diseases never
experienced in the area before.With increase in settlements already causing human-animal
conflict, Galliyat Development Authority’s plan of establishing six towns, theme park and big
hotels in the area to promote eco tourism can only worsen the situation especially for the
existence of Common Leopard.Since there are no species of ungulates (wild goats) in the area,
Common Leopard has to rely on red fox, wild boar, birds and small mammals.

Due to increasing number of tourists, people feed the monkeys, causing them to come out of the
forest and reside the tourist hot-spots, affecting the preying practice of Common Leopard.The
main reason for human-leopard conflict is increasing attacks of the wild animal on livestock.
People chase the Common Leopard and try to retrieve their goat (In some cases people are
successful). If the domestic animal is killed, the CL has a habit of leaving the prey at a safe place
for eating after sometime.In the meantime people add Zinc Oxide in the carcass of dead animal.

When the Common Leopard eats the infected dead carcass, it dies.Mohammad Waseem, Project
Manager of WWF-Pakistan’'s Watershed Management Project (WMP), told The Nation that
Common Leopard Conservation Project was started in 2005.“We started to investigate the
increasing reasons of human-leopard conflict. We trained students regarding the importance of
Common Leopard for the ecosystem.“For the first time in the history of Pakistan, a male Common
Leopard was radio collared on September 1, 2013 to monitor its behaviour in natural habitat,” he
added.He further said the organisation has introduced a number of interventions with the
collaboration of local communities to preserve biodiversity of the park.

“Studies show that forestation can help restore the biodiversity and mitigate water scarcity.
Previously people were afraid that planting trees would make the state include their area in the
Park but now mindsets have changed.“WWF-Pakistan is sensitising people to plant fast growing
trees to meet fuel wood requirements.Popular Cileata (Safeeda) is used in this regard.

About 118 hectare of the area has been afforested under WMP.As many as 55 Nature Clubs are
established in schools to raise awareness about conservation,” he added.These efforts have
borne fruit as now many of them have become guides, thus promoting eco-tourism, Mr Waseem
informed this scribe.“Climate change impacts are evident at the Park. Sudden temperature
rise/fall, changing climatic patterns has affected spring recharge. Previously, there used to be
snow fall in February and March but now sudden rainfall is affecting the spring recharge,” he
further said.To prevent the springs from pollution, he said, WWF fenced springs and installed
filtration plants at schools.It cleaned up Khanpur dam and removed pollution from natural springs,
he added.“To reduce the impacts of communities on forest, fuel efficient stoves that consume 30
percent less wood have been introduced. Solar water heaters were provided at 83 mosques for
reducing dependence on forest wood”, he told this reporter.Texas Valenciana (Burmi), a tree
strong enough was used in graves since centuries, house making and furniture making in
Kaghan, Kashmir and Swat. It became endangered (as per IUCN) due to excessive
cutting.“WWF-Pakistan pointed out this issue in 2011.We started advocacy for conservation of
Texas Valenciana tree and sensitised religious leaders.People agreed to the idea to shift to
alternative (RCC slab).Now cutting of this tree is reduced,” the WWEF official said.“In 2010 flood,
the area was devastated.Afterwards WWF-Pakistan made check dams and gabion check dams
that has helped to reduce impacts of climate change, control soil erosion, sedimentation.Through
WMP, women are sensitized not to cut small trees/plants as they're damaging for the
ecosystem.“One mobile vocational training center is established in the area.

A master trainer is provided and women are empowered to earn livelihood.This is helping to
promote conservation as they start to value natural resources.“These women when trained can
stitch clothes for family and others, reducing expenses also for earning money.The rainwater
harvesting technology for 60 households has also provided to the locals,” Waseem concluded.

ISLAMABAD - Managing Director Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC) Chaudhry
Kabir Ahmad Khan along with member Board of Governors (BOGs) Nasreen Farooq Ayub on
Monday inaugurated seasonal bus service between Rawalpindi and Naran to promote domestic
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tourism in the country.On the occasion, General Manager (GM) PTDC Motels Fiyyaz Sheikh, GM
Fleshman Hotel Ali Akbar Malik, Media Manager Rao Mukhtar and many others officials of PTDC
were also present.Talking to media men, MD PTDC Chaudhry Kabir Ahmad Khan said that both
national and international tourists could avail the services of Rawalpindi to Naran bus service.He
said that PTDC was also providing special discounted tour packages to the families, students,
and foreign tourists.He said that PTD has set up Tourism Friends Club in which some 10,000
families would be registered till end of July.He said that 20 per cent discount would be given to
the members on the facilities being provided at all hotels, motels and tourist resorts operating
across the country.He said interested persons could get themselves registered with the club by
paying Rs500 while annual fee would be Rs1,500 for each member.

“Purpose of the club is to promote tourism activities and provide better tourist facilities at
affordable rates to its members to upkeep and maintain better standards,” he said. He said that
PTDC passed through a critical phase but now he along with Prime Minister of Pakistan has
steered the PTDC out of crises and has made it a profit generating cooperation. The MD urged
media to highlight positive image of the country abroad. “Negative propaganda of international
media had badly affected tourism and it was the responsibility of the local media to highlight
positive image of the country,” he added.

To a question, Chaudhry Kabir Ahmad Khan said with the restoration of peace in the country
tourism activities would be flourished.“Tourism activities in the country would defeat the
terrorism,” he added.A large numbers of families and media men proceeded to Naran, Kagan on
three days trip in newly inaugurated Naran Kagan Bus Service."The PTDC Naran motel is
situated on the bank of the river and has 60 rooms, huts and cottages in it for the accommodation
purposes,” he added.The environment of Naran is very pleasant and peaceful. The PTDC is
operating around 15 Tourist Information Centres all over the country for the last 30 years to
provide information, travel guide, brochures and maps to tourists for planning their holidays.

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC) seasonal bus service
between Rawalpindi and Naran would start from June 1 to promote domestic tourism in the
country. PTDC Managing Director Khabir Ahmed Khan will inaugurate the service. The travel time
would be around eight hours and special discount tour packages will be provided to families,
students, group tourists and foreign tourists. The PTDC motel in Naran is situated on the river
bank and has 60 rooms, huts and cottages. The corporation started the service in 1997 operates
it from June to August and a high number of tourists visit the valley utilising the service. In order
to develop tourism infrastructure in the country, PTDC has established 39 motels in far flung
areas of Pakistan, revealed Khan.

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC), Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan
to initiate efforts for promotion of tourism activities in each other countries.This was revealed by
PTDC Managing Director Ch Kabir Ahmed while talking to ‘The News’ here Tuesday. The
managing director also viewed on various subjects related to tourism and its promotion with
particular reference to measures being adopted under the directions of Prime Minister of Pakistan
in this regard.

Kabir Ahmed said that during his visits to Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan recently, he met his
counter parts and discussed matters related to promoting tourism activities in each other
countries.During this period, he discussed the subject with the authorities of Turkmenistan and
Kyrgyzstan under which they would strive for promoting tourism in Pakistan. Meeting of Tourists
Operators would be convened between the three countries.

Similarly, replying to a question about the assurance given by the Punjab chief minister for
providing tourist activity site to PTDC in Murree, the managing director said that according to
directions of Shahbaz Sharif, a site has been surveyed and selected at Chahran to get
occupation of Rest House, which is abandoned after earthquake in 2005. Request to get lease of
this Rest House would be forwarded to the chief minister for his approval.

ISLAMABAD: - A $3.7 million programme titled Pakistan Culture and Development Program,
funded by Danish government, was launched on Tuesday to empower people through cultural
activities and promote intercultural dialogue at national, regional and international level. The two-
year programme is being implemented by the Danish Centre for Culture and Development (CKU)
in collaboration with national civil society organizations in four provinces, FATA and Gilgit-
Baltistan regions.

The programme comprises of three components included empowerment of people through active
participation in art and cultural activities; enhancement of economic growth through creative
industries; and promotion of intercultural dialogue and intercultural collaboration at national,
regional and international levels.The launching ceremony, which took place at the Lok Virsa, was
attended by Minister for Information, Broadcasting and National Heritage, Senator Pervaiz
Rasheed and Ambassador of Denmark to Pakistan, Jesper Moller Sorensen. A large number of
dignitaries and representatives from civil society, art and culture sector, diplomatic corps,
international community, government, academic and media attended the ceremony. ceremony
featured entertaining and socially representative cultural, folk, musical and theatrical
performances by CKU’s partner organizations.Performances included Cholistan Story Tellers by
Lok Virsa’s Raanti Group, scenes from acclaimed play “Bulleh Shah” by Ajoka Theatre and
musical performance by student-teacher duo from Balochistan on Baloch folk musical instruments
‘Saroz’ and "Chaghaka’ by CYAAD.

Addressing the audience, Danish Ambassador in Pakistan Sorensen said, “Art and culture are
important means to bridge differences, to create tolerance, and ultimately to provide opportunities
for every single individual, regardless of who they are.Unfortunately, cultural space has been
challenged in Pakistan in recent years.It is especially during challenging times that we must
support those in society, who have the talent and desire to express themselves in innovative and
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creative ways.” Ambassador Sorensen, who was wearing traditional Pakistani attire, highlighted
that one part of the programme is a focus on creative industries and economic growth.“One
should never underestimate the importance of creativity and innovation in the private sector.The
focus should be on creative industries goes hand-in-hand with our renewed efforts to bring more
Danish businesses to Pakistan, and thus help create jobs and growth,” said the
Ambassador.Pakistani art, culture and national heritage possess immense power and potential
for catalyzing peaceful social transformation, sustainable development and economic growth
through initiatives that empower artistic expression and enable creative entrepreneurship.

Earlier, during the ceremony, CKU Executive Director Elsebeth Krogh introduced the goals and
objectives of the program.She stated that it would provide important intercultural cooperation
between Denmark and Pakistan.“The aim is that the program will contribute to ongoing Danish
efforts in Pakistan for poverty alleviation through stabilization and peace building and enhanced
human rights and gender equality”, said Ms.Krogh.In her welcome remarks, Executive Director
Lok Virsa Dr Fouzia Saeed highlighted the role and ongoing activities of Lok Virsa for
preservation and promotion of Pakistan’s art, cultural and folk heritage.Appreciating Denmark and
CKU for bringing a dynamic art and culture program to Pakistan, she expressed the hope that it
will provide a much needed platform and opportunity for Pakistan’s art and culture sector to thrive
and play its role in the country’s progress and development.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani art, culture and national heritage possess immense power and potential
for catalysing peaceful social transformation, sustainable development and economic growth
through initiatives that empower artistic expression and enable creative entrepreneurship. This
was highlighted by key stakeholders at the launch ceremony of a new ‘Pakistan Culture &
Development Programme’ funded by the Government of Denmark. Information Minister Pervaiz
Rasheed and Ambassador of Denmark to Pakistan Jesper Moller Sorensen attended the
ceremony at the Lok Virsa. A large number of dignitaries and representatives from civil society,
art and culture, diplomatic corps, international community, government, academic and media also
attended the ceremony.

In his speech, Ambassador Sorensen said, “Art and culture are important means to bridge
differences, to create tolerance, and ultimately to provide opportunities for every single individual,
regardless of whom they are. Unfortunately, cultural space has been challenged in Pakistan in
recent years. It is especially during challenging times that we must support those in society, who
have the talent and desire to express themselves in innovative and creative ways”.He also
highlighted that one part of the programme focuses on creative industries and economic growth.
“One should never underestimate the importance of creativity and innovation in the private sector.
In that sense, the focus on creative industries goes hand-in-hand with our renewed efforts to
bring more Danish businesses to Pakistan, and thus help create jobs and growth,” said the
ambassador.The two-year programme is being implemented by the Danish Centre for Culture
and Development (CKU) in collaboration with national civil society organisations in all four
provinces of Pakistan, as well as FATA and Gilgit-Baltistan. The total size of the programme is
$3.7 million.The ceremony featured entertaining and socially representative cultural, folk, musical
and theatrical performances by CKU’s partner organisations. Performances included Cholistan
Story Tellers by Lok Virsa’s Raanti Group, scenes from acclaimed play ‘Bulleh Shah’ by Ajoka
Theatre and musical performance by student-teacher duo from Balochistan on Baloch folk
musical instruments ‘Saroz’ and ‘Chaghaka’ by CYAAD.Earlier during the ceremony, CKU
Executive Director Elsebeth Krogh introduced the goals and objectives of the program. She said
that it would provide important intercultural cooperation between Denmark and Pakistan. “The
aim is that the programme will contribute to ongoing Danish efforts in Pakistan for poverty
alleviation through stabilisation and enhanced human rights and gender equality”, said Krogh.The
programme comprises of three components:

(1) empowerment of people through active participation in art and cultural activities; (2)
(2) enhancement of economic growth through creative industries; and (3)

(3) promotion of intercultural dialogue and intercultural collaboration at national, regional and
international levels.

In her welcome remarks, Lok Virsa Executive Director Dr Fouzia Saeed highlighted the role and
ongoing activities of Lok Virsa for preservation and promotion of Pakistan’s art, cultural and folk
heritage. Praising Denmark and CKU for bringing a dynamic art and culture program, she hoped
that it would provide a much-needed platform and opportunity for Pakistan’s art and culture sector
to thrive and play its role in the country’s progress and development.The Danish government,
through the Danish development strategy ‘The Right to Art and Culture’ to support and implement
culture and development programmes in Denmark’s priority countries, which include Pakistan,
mandates the CKU. The Pakistan Programme will focus on supporting ethnic and religious
minorities, as well as women, youth, local artists and artisans, entrepreneurs and civil society
organisations by providing larger access to art, culture and creative industries and public-private
partnerships.

ISLAMABAD: The assertion by some people that the history of this region started with the arrival
of Mohammad bin Qasim is not correct. The history of the region is 9,000 years old during which
people belonging to different religions lived together peacefully for centuries.This was stated by
former ambassador Shafqgat Kakakhel at a seminar, “Roots of religious tolerance in Pakistan.”
The event was organised by the Sustainable Development Policy Institute on Monday.

Mr Kakakhel said religious tolerance and interfaith harmony could be promoted in the country by
highlighting the culture of the region.“The future of the 190 million people of Pakistan is directly
related with religious tolerance. Those who believe in religious violence have been attacking
people belonging to different religions, including Muslims. They even did not spare innocent
students of the Army Public School, Peshawar,” he said.He said Quaid-i-Azam believed in
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religious harmony and had assured people belonging to different religions that they would be free
to practice their religion without any fear in Pakistan.“The National Vision-2025 also states that
people belonging to all religions will get equal rights in the country. We have to ensure interfaith
harmony to achieve the goals of the creation of Pakistan,” he said.

Lok Virsa executive director Dr Fouzia Saeed said in the past people had different identities such
as South Asians, Pakistanis, Muslims and even gender-based and occupational identities.“Now
the identity of Muslims has overpowered all other identities and those belonging to other religions
are put in the category of ‘others’. But we should not distance ourselves from our culture and the
pluralistic past,” she said.Dr Kamran Ahmad, who has written a book, “9,000 years of spiritual
heritage of Pakistan”, said space was shrinking for people belonging to different sects and there
was bloodshed in the name of religion.

“We lived a peaceful life till a few decades ago when things started deteriorating when we tried to
force our religion on others. As long as the majority of people will justify extremism, the issue of
violence in the name of religion will not be resolved,” he said.A documentary, “The story of
banyan tree” was also shown on the occasion.

ISLAMABAD - Minister for Information, Broadcasting and National Heritage Senator Pervaiz
Rashid Monday said that strong cultural bonds between two countries guaranteed deep cordial
bilateral ties in other fields like economy, trade and defence.The minister said this in a meeting
with Boris Svetlov, Minister of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, who called on him here. Pervaiz
Rashid said that Pakistan had a rich and diversified cultural heritage and would like to further
extend and enhance cultural cooperation for the mutual benefit of the two countries.
He said that Pakistan highly valued its relations with Belarus and expressed satisfaction that both
countries enjoyed a warm and cordial relationship. He also underlined that both countries should
promote and encourage the development of cultural cooperation on the basis of reciprocity in
accordance with the laws and rules existing in their countries. Senator Pervaiz Rashid said that
Pakistan was one of the most investor friendly country in the world today as all its sectors were
open for foreign investment in diverse fields. He also emphasized the need of enhanced people-
to-people contacts and exchange of cultural visits to learn from each other’'s experiences and
best practices. He said that exchange of cultural delegations would further help in understanding
each other’s cultural traits and values.

The minister said that cultural heritage of Pakistan was spread over centuries and the
government was committed to preserve this treasure for future generations. He said that cinema
and film industry in Pakistan was revived again which was evident from the production of recent
quality films. Pervaiz Rashid added that the dubbing of Pakistani films in the language of Belarus
would indeed provide an opportunity to the people of Belarus to know the culture of
Pakistan.Three MoUs in the field of culture and information would be inked during the visit of the
President of Belarus in Pakistan, Pervaiz Rashid told the Belarus Culture Minister. Boris Svetlov
also briefed the minister about the cultural potential and activities of Belarus and expressed his
deep desire to further strengthen cultural ties between two countries.He said that there was great
scope to increase cultural exchanges between the two countries as it would help further promote
people-to-people contacts. The Information Minister assured his cooperation and appreciated the
efforts of the Republic of Belarus in preserving their cultural heritage.

LONDON: Hajj is a fundamental Islamic ritual with global outreach and though a religious ritual, it
has direct and indirect relevance to a variety of businesses like airlines and tour management,
hotels, food, telecommunications and even financial services.In fact, the largest Islamic bank in
the world Al Rajhi Bank has its origins in currency Trading Services for the pilgrims travelling to
Saudi Arabia from around the world.Also, a number of Malaysian banks have introduced debit
cards that allow convenient transactions to pilgrims from Malaysia without incurring significant
charges. Hajj packages are also continuously being introduced by mobile companies to offer
affordable roaming services to the Malaysian pilgrims.Makkah and Medina remained neglected
until very recently when the Saudi decided to use Awqaf land around the two mosques in an
innovative way to develop these into state of the art hotels, shopping malls and other
facilities.The tall buildings outside the King Abdulaziz Gate of the Holy Mosque in Makkah were
built on the land owned by Waqf King Abdulaziz as part of a massive inner city regeneration
project.

In Pakistan, there are numerous shrines of Sufi saints located all over the country. Most notable
of these are shrines of Data Ganj Bakhsh in Lahore, Bahauddin Zakriya in Multan, Abdullah Shah
Ghazi in Karachi, Sultan Bahoo in Pakpattan, Imam Bari in Islamabad.Most of these shrines fall
under the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony, which is responsible for their
maintenance and organisation of the annual pilgrimages (urs) and similar visits by the followers of
these saints.Data Ganj Bakhsh is by far the most popular Sufi saint of Pakistan, attracting
thousands of pilgrims annually.If St Paul is the saint of London and St Peter is the saint of Vatican
(or Rome), Hazrat Ali Hajveri, popularly known as Data Ganj Bakhsh, is the Sufi saint of
Lahore.There is a thriving business district around his shrine just outside the Bhati Gate, one of
the six surviving entry gates to the old city of Lahore.Data sahib has stood as a symbol of Islamic
liberalism for centuries, welcoming people from all walks of life.The annual footfall at the shrine is
estimated to be no less than one million, constituting 500 pilgrims on a daily basis (129,000
annually), 1,000 on two days each over weekends (104,000 annually), and the remaining visiting
the shrine during the annual ‘urs.The annual collection of charity and other contributions runs into
big numbers but is highly mismanaged and is indeed subject to corruption and financial
manoeuvring. As collection is by and large in cash, maintenance of proper accounts is not
preferred, for obvious reasons, by the government officers and the custodian family of the
shrine.If the financial affairs of the shrine of Data Ganj Bakhsh are streamlined and freed of
corruption, there is no doubt that even this one shrine can be used to develop a model of urban
regeneration in the old city of Lahore.A Darbar district around the shrine should be developed as
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a hub of new learning, something similar to what a philanthropist Khalid Sehgal is developing on
a small scale in Kahna (on the opposite side of Lahore).

Furthermore, the businesses around the shrine should be better organised. There is a definite
need for a variety of hotels; from small scale to five-starrers.The government should study the
model of bazaar regeneration as adopted by the Qatar government in Doha.Souq Wagif in the
down town Doha is an excellent example of urban regeneration, with small retailers, restaurants
and café and modern boutique hotels. A similar model may be adopted to develop the shopping
alleys around the shrine into a thriving trading hub for tourists.Similarly; the shrine of Bahauddian
Zakaria can be used as a focal point for urban regeneration in Multan. Other shrines in the far-off
cities may also be developed as part of a social regeneration programme, which must follow the
success of the urban regeneration projects in Lahore and Multan.The writer is an economist and
a Phd from Cambridge University.

ISLAMABAD - US Ambassador Richard G Olson on Saturday spoke at the opening of the
second American Film Showcase in Pakistan, a US Embassy-sponsored film festival, being held
this year at Aiwan-e-Quaid Auditorium of Fatima Jinnah Park.From May 23 to June 3, American
filmmakers will participate in a series of film festivals, host workshops to share best practices with
Pakistani filmmakers, and chair roundtable discussions with their counterparts in Pakistani film
industry. The visit is being conducted in partnership with Hunerkada College of Visual and
Performing Arts and the 60 Second International Film Festival, a project by Morango Films.

In his remarks, Ambassador Olson noted, “Beyond sharing information about our societies, the
entertainment industries of both our countries mean real dollars and cents for our respective
economies. To compete in the global entertainment market, a strong foundation of flmmakers
and experts is a necessity. The American Film Showcase will have a lasting and positive impact
on Pakistan’s economy and cultural heritage.”The American Film Showcase is the US
government’s premier American film diplomacy programme, which organises film screenings and
workshops with American filmmakers around the world. Based at the University of Southern
California’s School of Cinematic Arts, the programme has visited 67 countries, screened 117
films, and reached more than 10,000 participants over the past three years. The US government
invests more than $30 million each year in cultural programmes that promote the visual and
performing arts, women empowerment and entrepreneurship.

ISLAMABAD - National Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa) on Monday
celebrated the International Museum Day to aware the general public about the significant role
Museums play in the lives of individuals and growth of society i.e.educational, social, cultural and
economic.The programmes that were organized to mark the occasion at the Pakistan National
Museum of Ethnology (Heritage Museum) and Pakistan Monument Museum (PMM) included an
exhibition of artisans-at-work along with live performances by traditional puppeteers, traditional
drummers (Dholis) and folk artists and musicians. Free entry was allowed to both the museums in
order to ensure maximum participation of the visitors.

The objectives of the programmes were to create a link between culture and education, to
encourage youth to value dignity of labor, foster ownership for their culture, inculcate respect for
different professions and character building and to help understand the contribution of
craftsmen/women in the sustainable development of their community and country at large. The
other objectives were to engage youth in creative works by providing them on-ground
opportunities to understand the crafts from artisans, to document, promote and preserve the
crafts of Pakistan and to recognize the hard work of artisans associated with various crafts to
ensure continuity of the crafts from generation to generations.The special feature of the
International Museum Day celebrations at Lok Virsa was the overwhelming participation of youth
from various universities, colleges and schools who interacted with artisans, folk artists and
puppeteers and inquired from them about the techniques involved in creating different
products.Lok Virsa complex was fully decorated with colourful buntings and banners which
presented a festive look throughout the day.

Eleven master artisans namely Habib ur Rehman in truck art, Samiullah Khan in lacquer art, Gul-
e- Zehra in embroidery, Mukhtar Dar in Namda/Gabba, Rubina Zulfigar in embroidery, Zulfigar
Ghazi in papier mache, Sadaf Nisar in Motikari (bead work), Safeenan Phulkari, Fouzia Naheed
in doll making, Irfan Ghulam Nabi in wood carving and others demonstrated their skills in the
artisans-at-work exhibition.

A large number of people, specially youth and families attended the programs and appreciated
the effort of Lok Virsa in documenting and preserving the cultural heritage of Pakistan in a
beautiful manner. Sharing her remarks Executive Director, Lok Virsa, Dr.Fouzia Saeed said, “Lok
Virsa follows a pro-active approach of reaching out to artisans and folk artists, protects precious
dying crafts and act as a bridge between intangible heritage and the modern world”. She said that
the institution aims to strategies its programs in a way that the computer-relied youth feels
motivated to be part of cultural activities, values its culture and believes in protecting the
same.The ED said support of folklorists, poets, researchers, writers, scholars, educationists and
others will always be welcomed in the implementation of this institution’s policies. Furthermore,
Lok Virsa remains the only institution in the country which offers financial assistance to cultural
scholars/students, artisans and folk artists particularly from the remotest regions, she added.A
student, Amina who seemed enthusiastic about the celebrations said, “Pakistani culture is very
diverse. Every province and region has its own indigenous folk traditions which people proudly
practice from generation to generations”.

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on Thursday put the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (K-P)
chief secretary on notice for violating court orders in a case pertaining to jurisdiction over 19
Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC) motels and hotels situated in the province.

Justice Noorul Haq N Qureshi ordered K-P Chief Secretary Amjad Ali Khan to submit his reply as
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well as details of PTDC'’s assets in the province within one week.Control of 19 PTDC facilities in
K-P has been a point of contention between the federal and provincial governments since 2014.A
high court verdict, however, barred the K-P government from taking control of the 19 hotels and
motels.

The federal government maintains that they are federal properties.The dispute is linked to the
uncertainty over the fate of the PTDC in light of the 18th Amendment, which made tourism a
provincial subject.Raja Saimul Haqg Satti, the counsel for PTDC, maintained that the respondents
willfully and knowingly violated a series of court orders. The K-P chief secretary, tourism
secretary, Hazara and Malakand division commissioners, and the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Tourism
Corporation managing director and administrative officer have been listed as respondents in the
petition.The K-P government had issued a notification under which it assumed administrative
control of some PTDC properties, said Satti.He said that the provincial government was once
again interfering in the management, administration and possession of properties in the
province.“The [chief secretary’s notification] speaks volumes about contemptuous conduct of the
respondents and also indicates illegal intent...of the respondents towards further violating the
court order,” he said.Satti maintained that PTDC’s functions are related to the affairs of the
federation.In an order passed last Friday, Justice Qureshi had said that in view of the
contemptuous conduct of the officer who issued notice, the K-P chief secretary was required to
submit his reply to the allegations levelled in the application moved before the court. The court
had directed him to submit a reply in seven days or appear before the court in person.The Hazara
division deputy commissioner, Malakand division revenue officer, and K-P police were directed
not to take possession of the properties, read the order. “In case possession of the properties is
taken over by the officers, it will amount to contempt of court and a clear violation of the order
passed by the court,” the order said.On Thursday, Satti informed the court that the respondents
had complied with the court orders but had not submitted a report. To this, the court directed the
K-P chief secretary to submit the report in one week.

ISLAMABAD - A video documentary under the title “The Story of a Banyan Tree: 9000 Years of
Spiritual Heritage of Pakistan,” jointly organised by Pakistan Hindu Council and Mehergarh, is
scheduled to be launched for parliamentarians, on Tuesday (today) at Pakistan Institute for
Parliamentary Services (PIPS) at 5:30pm.According to a press statement issued by Pakistan
Hindu Council, the ceremony will be open to media while a number of parliamentarians from both
houses will grace the ceremony.Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani, Member of National Assembly who
is co-hosting the launch of documentary to acknowledge Pakistan’s rich cultural heritage and
address the need of interfaith harmony, said that cultural heritage of Pakistan is spread over
centuries, starting from pre-historic times to the present day.

“While Pakistan suffers from religious extremism, sectarian violence and militancy, the country
also has a tremendously rich and ancient spiritual heritage that is often overlooked. It is essential
for Pakistanis to identify, reconnect with and nurture their spiritual roots, essential elements of
which are still evident in their everyday lives,” said the statement. The story of a Banyan Tree is a
documentary that takes a look at the 9000 years of spiritual heritage of Pakistan with layers of
religions and cultures that co-existed and amalgamated into a tolerant society. The essential
elements of this heritage are still evident in the everyday lives of the people of Pakistan and could
become significant to find solutions to the current state of affairs in the country.

ISLAMABAD - First International Indoor Hockey Tournament organized under the umbrella of
Capital Development Authority in collaboration with Pakistan Sports Board and Falcon Hockey
Club UAE kicked off Saturday.

Federal Minister for Inter Provincial Coordination Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada was the chief guest
of inaugural ceremony while Director General Sports, Culture and Tourism CDA, Director General
Pakistan Sports Board, Pakistan national team’s former captain Shakeel Abbasi, large number of
players and spectators were also present.Four international clubs including UAE Falcon men and
women hockey clubs and Sharjah men and women hockey clubs are participating in the event.At
the start of the event one-minute silence was observed for the victims of Nalter incident.A total of
six female matches were played on the opening day. UAE Falcons beat Bahawalpur 1-0. Parveen
scored the only goal. Islamabad Women played 0-0 draw against Islamabad Greens. UAE
Falcons also beat Islamabad Black 3-0 thanks to a superb hattrick by Sana.Sharjah Tigers
outplayed Islamabad Women 4-0. Ageela scored a brace, while Saba and Azhra scored a goal
each.Bahwalpur beat Islamabad Black 3-0.Hina scored 2 goals, while Gulnaz scored one.Sharjah
Tigers routed Islamabad Green 6-0.Azhra hit a hat trick while Neelama, Benish and Saba scored
a goal each.The IPC Minister while addressing on the occasion said the International Indoor
Hockey Tournament would pave the path for international competitions on the grounds of
Pakistan.He said that law and order situation has affected the sports activities; however,
participation of players and spectators in such a large number shows the high spirits of Pakistani
nation.He said that healthy society needs healthy competitions.He lauded the efforts of CDA for
organizing tournament and assured full cooperation of Pakistan Sports Board for organizing
healthy activities in Islamabad.Director General Sports, Culture and Tourism said that on the
directions of Chairman CDA, Maroof Afzal is not only organizing competitions of international
games but also concentrating to promote regional games in Islamabad.

LAHORE:_Tourism in Hunza has declined largely due to the deteriorating security
situation in Gilgit-Baltistan. Holding exhibitions of local craft could help attract tourists
from within the country, said Nisar Hussain, who had set up a stall at a two-day
exhibition at the Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

The exhibition, featuring 60 stalls of jewellery, handicrafts, dry fruits and gem stones, came to a
close on Friday. The idea was to promote tourism potential, heritage and the culture of Gilgit-
Baltistan.Hussain’s stall carried a variety of knick knacks including dried fruits, clothes and shoes.
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“It's more about making people aware of the native beauty of Gilgit-Baltistan than selling these
items,” he explained. He held up shoes made from the hide of markhor — Pakistan’s national
animal. “This kind of shoe goes back in our history.”"Sameen Firdous from Sakwar village in Gilgit-
Baltistan displayed jewellery made with various gem stones native to the area.She said that she
had used finished gems mined by locals in Gilgit-Baltistan to craft the jewellery she sold.The
exhibition also offered dealers of uncut gem stones the opportunity to form market-linkages. Tariq
Jamal, a gemnologist from Hunza, said Hunza, Skardu, Shigar and Ghizir had a lot of gems that
could be mined but they lacked the equipment and man power to ensure proper extraction.“Most
of the miners there are unskilled and a large number of gem stones are lost in the extraction
process. What we are showcasing here is reflective of only 15 per cent of what we can produce
given the proper equipment,” he said.Gem stones, cut and uncut, were major attractions at the
exhibition.

Saima Qureshi, a visitor, said that she was visiting the exhibition especially to look at the stones.
She said that she was not aware of various types and forms of gems but she had heard that she
could get rubies and emeralds cheap.Gilgit-Baltistan is known for its high quality topaz,
tourmaline, aquamarine and quartz.According to the businessmen at the event, apart from such
exhibitions, shopkeepers sold their stones at Namak Mandi in Peshawar for a bargain.The festival
was inaugurated by Minister Rana Mashood Ahmed Khan. He said the law and order situation in
Gilgit-Baltistan was improving steadily. This would also bring in international tourists.He said that
the government of the Punjab was focusing on upgrading and renovating heritage sites
throughout the province and congratulated the LCCI on holding the festival to promote tourism in
Gilgit-Baltistan.

LCCI president ljaz Mumtaz said that lack of infrastructure was a major problem in accessing
certain areas in Gilgit-Baltistan and the government would have to divert its attention to
addressing the issue. He said tourism could contribute significantly to the economy if the country
was developed properly.

BALAKOT: Tourists flocked to Kaghan Valley after an access route leading to the region was
partially opened, residents and police officials told The Express Tribune on Wednesday.The route
was opened on May 2 and a group of 70 tourists from Punjab visited Naran.According to an
insider, the road from Balakot to Kaghan was blocked due to heavy snow and landslides between
the last week of November and December 15. As a result, the region remained inaccessible for a
little over four months which dealt a critical blow to the hotel industry.So far, the National Highway
Authority (NHA) has made efforts to clear the road between Ghanool and Kaghan. However,
several other routes are likely to remain covered in snow until the end of May or the first week of
June.

Prime attraction

According to Muhammad Asif, a tourist guide, a large number of tourists began visiting the valley
after the NHA cleared Balakot-Naran Road.“Tourists have visited in groups,” he said. “The first
group of over 70 tourists came from Punjab and visited Naran on May 2.”Asif added that a group
of youngsters also visited Lake Saiful Maluk which is frozen over at the moment. The lake, which
is situated 11,000 feet above sea level, is completely covered in snow and is an ideal tourist
attraction, he said.“Tourists will continue to visit the lake until mid-June when the snow begins to
melt.”Ali Hussain, another tour guide, told The Express Tribune. “Kaghan Valley is a prime
attraction at this time of the year. It has the potential to entice local and foreign tourists, provided
roads are cleared and the security situation is under control.”

Enticing deals

President of Naran Hotels Association, Seth Matiullah, confirmed the road had been cleared as
far as Naran city.“Tourists have started visiting the valley,” he said. “Access to these areas will
help promote tourism and generate income for the government, local traders and hotel
owners.”Matiullah appeared to be optimistic about the growth in tourism. “Improvements in the
security situation will encourage more tourists to visit Kaghan Valley until October. The hotels
association has also decided to offer special Ramazan packages for them.”

Amid delays

A 15-kilometre-strip of Naran Road has been closed since the first snowfall in December. It was
likely to be reopened for traffic by April 5 to make way for expected tourists, however, the initiative
was delayed due to heavy rain in the area.

“We have cleared about seven kilometres from Rajwal during the last few days,” Najeeb Khan, an
NHA official, said. “We will be able to make a jeep track by clearing the other strip of eight
kilometres provided there is no more snow and rain.”

LAHORE - Two-day Gilgit-Baltistan exhibition kick-started here on Thursday at the Lahore
Chamber of Commerce and Industry to showcase diverse cultural, heritage and tourism
attractions of the Northern Areas of Pakistan.The Festival was inaugurated by Provincial Minister
for Tourism, Culture and Youth Affairs of Punjab Rana Mashood Ahmad Khan ,Addressing the
participants of the conference, the Provincial Minister for for Tourism Culture and Youth Affairs of
Punjab Rana Mashood Ahmad Khan said that the Punjab government was giving a special focus
towards the upgradation of tourism sites and for the promotion of tourism related activities.

He said that all the segments of the economy were being given equal importance therefore a
comprehensive strategy has been adopted to promote tourism. The minister said that since the
law and order situation was improving therefore the flow of international tourists would also get a
considerable momentum in coming months. He said that Pakistan is one of the few countries in
the world that have great tourist destinations. He appreciated the Lahore Chamber of Commerce
and Industry to organize two-day festival to bring to the limelight the potential of Gilgit-Baltistan.
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Promoting tourism: K- P,
AJK govt to hold jeep rally
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LCCI President ljaz A. Mumtaz said that lack of proper infrastructure was hitting hard some of the
finest tourists sites therefore the government would have to divert its attention towards these
areas.He said that in today’s world when all types of technology is available, there must not be
any problems for international tourists to get easy access to all areas.He said that Gilgit-Baltistan
has huge potential but it could not be tapped so far only because of unavailability of good road
network.He said that Pakistani Ambassadors working abroad should be tasked to contact tourism
related organizations for highlighting the tourists sites in Pakistan and also said that the 2-day
Gilgit-Baltistan would help promote sustainable tourism, culture and heritage of Gilgit-Baltistan.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Azad Jammu and Kashmir government will
collaborate to arrange a jeep rally from Naran to Muzaffarabad, said AJK Director Museums
and Tourism Pirzada Rashid Ahmad on Tuesday.The jeep rally, he said, was the first step to
promote tourism in the region.Giving details, he said the jeep rally will cover a distance of
350km. Starting from Naran, the rally will pass through different scenic locations including
Balakot, Nori Top, Neelum Valley and will end at Muzaffarabad. The date of the rally is yet to
be announced.He further said both the governments will soon sign a MoU for setting up basic
infrastructure for trekking, hiking and camping.
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Introduction:

Lahore is the capital of the province of Punjab, and is the second most densely populated city in Pakistan. It is also known
as the Paris of the East and Heart of Pakistan. It is located near the rivers Ravi and Wagah, close to the Pakistan-India
border. Due to Lahore's rich history, the Mughal and colonial architecture has still been preserved in its entire splendor.
Mughal architecture such as, the Badshahi Mosque, Lahore Fort, Shalimar Gardens and the mausoleums of Jehangir and
Nur Jehan are very popular tourist spots in the city. Various colonial buildings originally built by the British, such as the
Lahore High Court, General Post Office (GPO) and many other Historical places are still retain their Mughal-Gothic style.

Short History:

According to Encyclopedia Britannica, the famous Chinese traveler Yowang Chowang has mentioned the city of Lahore as
the great city of Bahamans. Lahore was called by different names in the ancient times. According to the Hindu mythology
the city of Lahore is named after the son of prince Ram Chandar whose name was “Loh” and who originated this city'. The
old writings tell us about the origin of a definitive city in the 10th century, Nonetheless, the origin of the name “Lahore” can
be mainly attributed to the name given by Ram Chander?. Passing from different period and rulers i.e. Muslims, Mongols,
Turkish, Mughals, Sikhs and British Lahore become the part of Pakistan in 1947.

Culture:

The culture of Lahore is a manifestation of the lifestyle, festivals, literature, music, language, politics, cuisine and socio-
economic conditions of the people. North-west of Lahore contains the heart of Lahore - its original cultural property in the
form of mosques, forts, gateways, residential buildings, palaces, tombs, alleyways and open squares. The true "Lahori" life
is visible everywhere when one walks through its narrow winding alleys. Life inside the Walled City of Lahore is lively and
fascinating.®

Area = 1,7721 Sq. Kms. HU’s having Electricity = 845,334 (95.87 %)

HU’s having Piped Water = 662,725 (75.16 %)

HU’s using Gas for Cooking = 556,772 (63.15 %)
Population = 1998 6,318,745 persons Administrative Units (2010)
Male = 3,328,502 (52.68 %) Talukas =2 Towns =10
Female = 2,990,243 (47.32 %) Union Councils =165 Mauzas =360
Average Household Size = 7.1 Registered Voters (Gross)= 4,349,904

Male = 2,486,121 , Female = 1,863,783
Total Housing Units = 881,708 Literacy Rate = (10 +) (2010 est.) 77 %
Pakka Housing Units = 813,772 (92.29 % Male =80 % Female =73%

Languages: First language is Punjabi, Second Language Urdu. Saraiki is also known language and other are Potohari,
Jandali, Chhachi, Rajpoti, Pushto.

Famous Lahori Cuisine: Gosht karahi, Dal gosht, Murgh Cholay/Channay, Murg, Seekh kababs, Gol gappa, Dahi bhallay,
Shawarm, Chicken tikka, Biryani, Haleem, Halwa Poori, Nihari, Lahori Fried Fish, Chargha.

UNESCO Identfied Heritage sites:
. Lahore Forte
. Shalimar Gardens

Tentative List of UNESCO Sites in Lahore:

. Badshahi Mosque

. Tombs of Jahangir

. Tomb Asif Khan

. Tomb Akbari Sarai & Wazir Khan’s Mosque.

1 James Taad 1883; Kanhya laal 1882; Sir Richard Temple 1884; Tahqeeq-e-Chisti 1867

2 pakistan Development Perspective - District Lahore (ALHASAN Systems Private Limited)
3 walledcitylahore.gop.pk

4 Pakistan Development Perspective - District Lahore (ALHASAN Systems Private Limited)
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS WORKING IN TOURISM SECTOR

Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation
Govt. of Pakistan

Mr. Iftikhar Hussain Satti

General Manager (Hotel)

051-9272013, 0092-51-9271591-92
info@tourism.gov.pk, support@tourism.gov.pk
Flashman's Hotel, The Mall, Rawalpindi
www.tourism.gov.pk

Pakistan Institute of Tourism and Hotel Management
Govt. of Pakistan

Niaz Ali Malkani

Director

0092-21-99251281-3

info@pithm.edu.pk

Street No. 16, Block No. 4, Scheme No. 5, Clifton,
Karachi

www.pithm.edu.pk

Tourism and Archeology of AJK

Govt. of Pakistan

Pirzada Irshad Ahmed

Director

0092-5822- 921421

webmaster@ajk.gov.pk

Directorate General Tourism Department

B-14 Upper Chattar Housing Colony, Muzaffarabad AJK
www.ajktourism.gov.pk

Tourism Corporation Khyber Pukhtunkhwa (TCKP)
Government of KPK

0092 91 9211091 , 0092 91 9213762

Head Office : 13-A New Block, khyber Road, Peshawar
www.kptourism.com

Gilgit Baltistan Toursim Department

Govt. of Pakistan

Syed Akhtar Hussain

Secretary

akhter@ visitgilgitbaltistan.gov.pk

0092-5811-920690-1, 0092-5811-920690-1, 0092-5811-
920573

info@ visitgilgitbaltistan.gov.pk

Khomer Chowk, Shahrah-e-Qaid-e-Azam,Near Rupal Inn,
Khomer, Gilgit

www.visitgilgitbaltistan.gov.pk

Planning Commission Government of Pakistan

Govt. of Pakistan

Ahsan Igbal

Deputy Chairman

0092-51-9211147, 0092-321-5127885, 0092-51-9211147
0092-51-9202783

deputychairman@pc.gov.pk, contact@pc.gov.pk

P” block Pakistan Secretariat, Islamabad., Planning
Comission, Government of Pakistan, Islamabad

WWW.pC.gov.pk

Tourism Development Corporation of Punjab
Govt. of Pakistan

Habib ur Rehman Gillani

Managing Director

0092-42-99231647, 0092-42-99231646, 0092-42-99231644
0092-42-99231649

gilanihabib@hotmail.com, md@tdcp.gop.pk
info@tdcp.gop.pk , tdcp@punjab.gov.pk
punjabtourismpk@gmail.com

151, Abubakar Block, New Garden Town, Lahore
www.tdcp.gop.pk

Culture Department Government of Sindh
Govt. of Pakistan

Sagib Soomro

Secretary

0092-21-99211478
secretaryculturesindh@yahoo.com

406, First Floor, Sindh Secretariat No. 3, Old KDA Building,
Shara-e-Ata Turk, Karachi

PRIVATE HELD COMPANIES/ NGOs WORKING IN TOURISM SECTOR

Nature Tourism Services

Privately Held Company

Muhammad Asif

Managing Partner Sales and Marketing

0092-321-9816257, 0092-992-384493, 0092-300-
4046557

asif@naturetourism.info info@naturetourism.info

Office No.1, Ground Floor, Mubarak Plaza, Small
Industry Chowk,(KKH), Abbotabad

www.naturetourism.info

Shewa Educated Social Workers Association

ALHASAN Systems (Pvt) Ltd

Development Organization

Mehdi Bokhari

Founder/ Chief Executive Officer
0092.323.929.1647, 0092-51-4865064
bokhari@alhasan.com, connect@alhasan.com

House No. 4, Green Sahibzada Abdul Qayyum Road, Sector:
1-8/2, Islamabad

www.alhasan.com

Heritage Foundation Pakistan

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4. %
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Local NGO
Muhammad Faiq
Chairman

0092-342 9193818
seswa@seswapk.org

Parmoli Road, Mohallah Ghulam Khel,VPO Shewa,
Tehsil Razzar, Shewa, Swabi, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

www.seswapk.org

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization

United Nations

0092-51-111710745

islamabad@unesco.org

UNESCO Office, Serena Business Complex,7th Floor,
Sector G-5, Islamabad

www.unesco.org.pk
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Local NGO

Yasmeen Lari

Chief Executive Officer
0092-213-5834215 , 0092-213-5837521
info@heritagefoundationpak.org

E-6 Fourth Gizri Street, DHA 4, Karachi
www.heritagefoundationpak.org

Vershegom Area Development Organization

Local NGO

Karamat Ullah

President

0092 312 9703311

Vado.org@gmail.com

13 Latif Market Shahra-e- Quaid-i-Azam, Jatial, Gilgit
www.Vado.org

MAJOR HOTELS

Avari Towers Hotel

Fatima Jinnah Road

UAN: 0092-21-111-282747
Fax: 0092-21-3568 0310
Email: towers@avari.com

Ramada Plaza

Karachi Airport,Star Avenue Terminal 1
Jinnah International Airport

Phone: 0092-21-99242600
Fax: 0092-21-9242978

Sheraton Karachi Hotel

Club Road

Phone: 0092-021-35633333
Website: www.sheraton.com/karachi

Hotel Al-Mustafa

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Road, Saddar, Karachi
Phone:0092-021-35661047/021-35661053
Fax:021-35660500

Hotel Country inn

19-1-B, Block 6, P.E.C.H.S, Off Shahra e Faisal, Karachi

Phone: 0092-21-34556814/34556861/34556881
Fax: 0092-21-34556886
Email: info@countryinn.com.pk

Hotel De Paris

Plot No. 13, S-B/2, Mir Karamali Talpur Road, Saddar,
Karachi, 74200

Phone: 0092-21-5214204

Falcon Hotel
Zaibunnisa Street,Saddar,Karachi, Pakistan, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-35215933, 35677185
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Embassy Inn

100B, Main Shahrah-e-Faisal S.M.C.H.S. Nursery
Phone: 0092-21-34535461-70

Fax: 0092-21-34526797

Website: www.embassyin.com.pk

E-Mail: Embassyinn@cyber.net.pk

Regent Plaza Hotel& Convention Center
Main Shahrah-e-Faisal,Karachi
Phone:0092-21-111 111 774

Marriott Hotel

Karachi Marriott Hotel 9, Abdullah Haroon Road, Karachi
Phone: 0092-21-111-22-33-44

Fax: 0092- 21-5680981

Email: Kmh@fascom.com

Hotel Al-Harmain tower

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan Road, Saddar Karachi-74400,
Pakistan

Phone:0092-213-5223970-82
Fax: 0092-213-5223983-84
Email: alharmaintower@gmail.com

Hotel Crown Inn Sadder

Plot no 171 ,Shahrah-E-iraq, Saddar, Karachi
Phone: 0092-21-35622001-6

Fax: 0092-21-35622007
Website:www.hotelcrowninn.com

Excelsior hotel
Inverarity road Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-511386

Gulf Hotel

Gulf Hotel Daudpota Road Saddar Karachi-74400 Pakistan

Phone:00 92-21-356-61235/39

Fax No: 0092-21-356-82388

EMail :Gulthti@gmail.com,Gulfhtl@hotmail.com
Web Page: www.gulfhotel.webs.com
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Gillani Hotel

Fatima Jinnah Road, Near Cantonment Station,
Cantonment, Karachi, Pakistan.
Phone:0092-021-5383329

Merry Lodge Guest House

13, Sunny Side Villas, 15-CL-8, Sunny Side Road, Civil
Lines, Karachi

Karachi, Sindh

Phone:0092-21-5220114
Fax:0092-21-5220112

Royal Inn
245-2-H BLOCK-6, P.E.C.H.S.
Phone:0092-334-3101990

Sarah hotel
30-SB-6,Parr Street,Saddar, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 009292-21-35211513, 35218262

Hotel Shams

Fatima Jinnah Road, Cantonment Station, Saddar
Karachi, 74200

Phone: 0092-21-5677322

Umpire Hotel

35/36, Lilly Road, Near Cantonment Station,
Cantonment, Karachi, 74200

Phone: 0092-21-5213896, 5652991, 5653270

Carlton Hotel

Carlton Hotel Resort & Club, DC-5, off Zulfiqar Street #
1, DHA Phase VIl Karachi

UAN (0092) 111727272
Phone:0092-21-5849172-86

Fax: 0092-21-5849170-71
E-Mail: reservation@carlton.com.pk

Days Inn
164,B.C.H.S.,Shahrah-e-Faisal, Karachi
Phone: 0092-21-34388140
Website:www.daysinn.com.pk

Hotel Hilltop

Dr. Mahmood Hussain Rd, Nr.Tariq Rd.Adj Ferozabad
police StationLandmark,Karachi

Phone: 0092-21-4532440, 4532441, 4532442, 4532443,
4532444, 4542648

Fax: 0092-21-4539111

Midway house

Stargate Road, Karachi Airport Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-4570371

Fax: 0092-21-4571815
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Hotel Jabees

Abdullah Haroon Road,Saddar

Phone(s) :0092-215212015/5212011/5678471
Fax(s): 0092-21-5682354

Paradise Hotel
Abdullah Haroon Road,Saddar, Karachi, Pakistan, Pakistan
0092-92-21-35680321

Royal city
Regal Chowk,Sarmad Road, Saddar, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-5682378

Hotel Sarawan
Raja Ghazanfar Ali Rd,Saddar,Karachi,Sindh,Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-5216001 9

Hotel Shaheen

44, Fatima Jinnah Road, Near Cantonment Station,
Cantonment, Karachi, 74200

Phone: 0092-21-5218291

Beach Luxury Hotel

Molvi Tamizuddin Khan road, Karachi, Pakistan
UAN: 111-254-111

Phone: 0092-21-3561-1031

Fax: 0092-21-3561-1625

Email: beachluxury@avari.com

Faran Hotel

Shara-e-Faisal, Nursery, P.E.C.H.S, Karachi
Phones: 0092-21-34532478-85

Fax: 0092-21-3452486-34545752
Email: hotel.faran@yahoo.com, mail@hotelfaran.com.pk,
web: www.hotelfaran.com.pk

Hotel Metropole

Club Road , 75520 Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21 512051

Fax: 0092-21-514301

Mehran Hotel
Shahrah-e-Faisal, Karachi. 75530
Phone: 0092-21 3566-085

Pearl Continental hotel

Club Road,

PO Box# 8513, Karachi

Phone: 0092-21-3568-5021 [50 lines], 111-505-505
Fax: 0092-21-3568-1835, 3568-2655

Email: pchk@hashoogroup.com

MAJOR RESTAURANTS

Del Frio Restaurant Karachi

Atrium Mall, 249 Staff Lines, Zaibunnisa Street, Saddar
Phone: 0321-8729919

Salt n Pepper Village

3-B, Beach Avenue, D.H.A, Opp:Khayaban-e lttehad.
Phone: 0092-21-35843121

Fax: 92-21-35840952
Website: http://www.saltnpepper.com.pk
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Port Grand Food Street

Jinnah Flyover, M.T. Khan Road, Karachi, Pakistan-
7400, Karachi, Pakistan-07400

Phone: 0092-21-3586 3826

Website: http://www.portgrand.com

Hardee's Restaurant

Block-D, Hyderi, North Nazimabad, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-36633853, 36633854
Website: http://www.hardees.com

Shan E Mughlia

Dalmia Road, Old Driven-in Cinema, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-213- 4823604

Food Center

Burns Road Food Street, Saddar, Karachi
Phone: 0092-21-111-000-606

Eaton Foods

65-C, Phase 2, D.H.A. Karachi, Pakistan.
Phone: 0092-21-3-779-1027, 3-779-1032
Website: http://www.theeaton.com

Shaheen Shanwari

Rashid Minhas road, Gulshan-e-lgbal, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 021- 34601912

Biryani Centre

DHA PHASE V HEAD OFFICE - Plot No. 12-C, 26th
Commercial Street, Tauheed Commercial Area, Phase
V, DHA, Karachi, Pakistan

Phone: 0092-21-35838582

Premier Biryani

Rashid Minhas Road, Block-10, Gulshan-e-Igbal,
Karachi
Phone: 0092-21-34975818

Nandos

KDA Scheme 5 Kehkashan, Clifton, Next to The Forum,
Karachi, Pakistan

Phone: 0092-21-111-626-367

Website: http://www.nandos.com

Mr Burger Karachi

Block 5, Service lane; Suit # 5 1st Floor FI-4/20 block 5;
Gulshan-e-igbal Nipa Karachi, Pakistan

Phone: 0092-92-21-34962830

Kaybee Snacks

Kaybee Terrace, Stadium Market Lane No. 3 Khyaban-e-
Shamsheer, D.H.A. Authority Phase V, Karachi ,
Pakistan

Phone: 0092-215350403, 5350404, 5343120

Website: http://kaybeesnacks.com

Red Apple Restaurant Karachi
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Al Haaj Bundu Khan

Main M.A.Jinnah Road, near Numaish Sindhi Muslim
Roundabout
Phone: 0092-21 -7780612

Dilpasand Board Office

Opp. Matric Board Office, Block-A, N.Nazimabad, Karachi
74700

Phone: 0092-021-36722441-7

Email: info@dilpasandsweets.com

Lal Qila

Opposite Awami Markaz, Main Shahrah-e-Faisal, Block 7 &
8,Karachi , Pakistan

Phone: 0092-21-111525745

Fax: 021-34395860

Email: marketing@]algila.com

Website: http://www.lalgila.com

Al-Habib Restaurant Nagan Chowrangi

R-76-77, Sector 15 A/4, Nagan Chowrangi Bufferzone
Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-36952567

UAN: 111-111-230

BBQ Tonight

Com. 5/1, Boating Basin, Clifton,Block-5, Karachi.
Phone: 0092-2135824471

Fax: 021-35376963

Email: info@bbqgtonight.com.pk

Website: http://www.bbgtonight.com

Ronaq Mela

D-4, Block 10-A, Main Rashid Minhas Road, Near Johar Mor,
Gulshan-e-Igbal, Karachi Pakistan.

Phone: Tel: 0092 21-4992620, 4811146, 4226222

Website: http://www.ronagmelarestaurant.com

Pizza Hut

MCR (Pvt.) Limited Franchisee of Pizza Hut, 7th Floor,
Shahnaz Arcade, Shaheed-e-Millat Road, Karachi, Pakistan.
Phone: 0092-21-111-241-241

Fax: 0092-21-34916022

Email: comments@pizzahut.com.pk

Website: http://www.pizzahut.net.pk

Mateen Foods

Bhayani Cloth Market, Block M, North Nazimabad Karachi
Sindh, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-36647016

Hot n Spice

18 -C, Lane No. 3, Stadium Commercial Area, Khayaban-e
Shamsheer, Phase V DHA, Karachi
Phone: 0092-21-35347335, 35843930

Email: info@hot-nspicy.com
Pizza1 One

Shaheed-e-Millat Road, Karachi Pakistan-57600
Phone: 0092-21-34321370-74
Website: http://www.pizza1one.com/

Papa Johns Pizza Karachi

30-C, lane # 3, Kh-e-Rahat PH-VI, D.H.A
Phone: 0092-21-35342754, 111-46-7272
Website: http://www.papajohns.com.pk

Jharoka Restaurant Karachi
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126-u Block 2 pechs on main Allama igbal Road off
TARIQ ROAD
Phone: 0092-21-34312812-5, 021-343128125

Website: http://www.redapple.com.pk

Haleem Ghar

1397, Block-14, Dastgir, F.B.Area
Phone: 0092-21-6329197
Karachi Haleem Restaurant

Pak Mansion, Burns Road, Shahrah-e-Liaquat,Saddar,
Karachi
Phone: 0092-21-32633659, 32633584

Charcoal BBQ n Grill Restaurant Karachi
Beach Avenue, Phase VIII, DHA, Karachi
Phone: 0323-200104547

Indus Foods

11-C, Stadium Lane # 2, DHA Phase 5,0pposite DHA
Zamzama Stadium
Phone: 0092-21-5343100-2

Kolachi Restaurant Karachi

Beach View Road, Phase VIII, DHA
Phone: 0092-021-36131113/32003628/36069645

Copper Kettle

3rd Commercial Lane, Mall Square Zamzama, Phase 5,
Defence Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-021-35878886, 35878887

Subway

FLURY'S FOOD PRODUCTS - 1st Floor, Karim
Chamber, Merewether Road, Civil Lines, Karachi,
Pakistan

Phone: 0092-21-5682161

Ideal Foods

290/A, Al Freed Street, Garden West Karachi, 74200
Phone: 0092-21-2255079

Jamils Foods

Jameels Foods 136, C.P.Berar Society, Dhoraji Colony
Karachi
Phone: 0092-021-34944910, 021-34920633

Sajjad Restaurant

City Railway Colony Super Highway, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-021-8267330

Cool 90s

Shahrah-e-jahangir block L North Nazimabad, Karachi
Pakistan

Phone: 0092-321-2777668

Email: cool90srestaurant@gmail.com
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Regent Plaza Hotel & Convention Centre Main Shahra-e-
Faisal
Phone: 0092-21-111-111-774

Mirage Buffet Restaurant Karachi

2 Darya, Foods Street Devils Point, Phase 8 D.H.A Sea View
Phone: 0092-21-32046900

Jan'S Broasted Chicken

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Road, Saddar, Karachi.
Phone: 92-21-5213685
Website: http://jansbroast.com

Daily Dubai Restaurant Karachi

Badar Commercial Street 10, DHA Phase 5 Defence
Phone: 0092-21-35244018

Master Broast Restaurant Karachi

Boat Basin Clifton Karachi
Phone: 0345-2448886, 0346-2726649

Arizona Girill

20-C, 2nd Commercial Lane, Main Zamzama Boulevard, Ph-
V, DHA, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21-5830351

Lavish Dine

Main Rashid Minhas Road, Gulshan-e-Jamal, Near
Millienium mall, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-213-34601406

McDonald's

SIZA Foods (Pvt) Ltd. Lakson Square Building # 2, Sarwar
Shaheed Road, Karachi
Phone: 0092-21-1112-44-622

Email: contactus@mcdonalds.com.pk
Website: http://www.mcdonalds.com.pk

Revolving Restaurant

Caesars Tower 16th Floor Main Shahrah-e-Faisal Karachi,
Pakistan

Phone: 0092-21-32785147

Email: info@therevolvingrestaurant.com

Website: http://therevolvingrestaurant.com

Usmania

University Road, Gulshan-e-Igbal, Opposite PIA Planetarium.
Phone: 0092-21-4982525

Lasania

D-1 Main Rashid Minhas Road, Opp: Toyota Eastern
Showroom, Gulshan-e-Igbal, Karachi, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-21- 4991157-4991156

Website: http://lasania.net/home.html

Student Biryani

ZC-57 Katrak Road Saddar, Karachi 74400, Sindh, Pakistan
Phone: 0092-021-111-111-778

Fax: 0092-021-111-111-778
Email: info@studentsbiryani.com
Website: http://www.studentbiryani.com.pk/
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