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THE SCIENCE OF 
             ELECTIONEERING

In order to help candidates, interested in contesting the 2013 general elections, 
understand and serve their respective constituencies better, we, at ALHASAN 
Systems Private Limited, provide a wide range of services to all the candidates, 
irrespective of their party affiliations. Some of these services include:

Solutions in Time
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1. Detailed maps of the constituencies, districts, provincial, and national election 2013 profiling, 
2. Population, voting, infrastructure, educational facilities, health facilities, polling stations, and other civic 

facilities details per constituencies, 
3. Political parties, their campaign committees, influence area mapping, 
4. Electoral history of a constituency – who won in a particular election, with what margin, against whom 

etc;  
5. Party web portals development and incorporating social media campaigning tools, 
6. Active and passive electioneering tools, 
7. Parties and candidates profiles, 
8. Authenticated parties/ election analysis,  
9. Party works and polling agents capacity building on information sharing, emergency response, and 

gender specific issues, 
10. Advance spatial anthropological analysis  
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 News Headlines Details
Electoral and political 
violence
Free and Fair Election Network 
(FAFEN), 12h February, 2013

Region Injured Killed
Sindh 154 69
Punjab - -
KPK - 4
Balochistan - 8
FATA - 25
Total 154 106

ISLAMABAD: Political violence claimed the 
lives of 106 people with 156 others sustaining 
injuries in 27 incidents from March 2 to 8, 2013, 
showing a sharp increase compared with 
preceding week's 57 killed and 50 injured, says 
Free and Fair Election Network (FAFEN).
Civilians constituted majority of the 232 victims 
– 81 killed and 151 injured. The civilian deaths 
increased from last week's 29. Twenty-four militants and a security man were also killed.
Region-wise detail is given in the following table:

District Election 
Commissioner 
QuettaShot dead 
Election Comission of Pakistan
,12th March, 2013

ISLAMABAD: Chief Election Commissioner of Pakistan, Justice (R) Fakhruddin G. Ebrahim, 
Hon’ble Members of the ECP and staff of Election Commission have expressed their deep 
sorrows and grief on the tragic death of Muhammad Zia Ullah Qasmi, District Election 
Commissioner, Quetta who was brutally killed today on Tuesday, the 12th March 2013.
“In his passing away, the ECP has lost a dutiful and vigilant officer who served the ECP with 
exemplary commitment and distinction” said the Commission.
They offered fateha for the departed soul and prayed Almighty Allah to rest his soul in eternal 
peace and give courage and fortitude to the bereaved family to bear this irreparable loss.
The Commission also asked the concerned authorities to immediately investigate the matter, 
arrest the persons involved and take strict action against the culprits.

Last Two Days For 
Filing of Applications 
For Allotment of 
Elections Symbols By 
The Political Parties
Election Comission of Pakistan
13th March, 2013

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission has once again drawn attention of Political Parties 
which comply with the provisions of the Political Parties Order, 2002 and Allocation of Symbol 
Order, 2002 to submit applications for allotment of Election Symbol latest by the 15th March, 
2013.
The applications are required to be delivered to the Secretary, Election Commission of Pakistan 
in the Election Commission Secretariat, Constitution Avenue, G-5/2, Islamabad on or before the 
15th March, 2013.  Applications received after that or through fax will not be entertained. 

Lists of nominated 
candidates in order of 
priority
Election Comission of Pakistan
13th March, 2013

Sr. Name Sr. Name
1 Mr. S.M Tariq Qadri

Provincial Election 
Commissioner Punjab, 
Lahore

2 Mr. Sono Khan baloch
Provincial Election 

Commissioner KPK,
Peshawar

3 Mr. Mehboob Anwar
Provincial Election 
Commissioner Sindh,
Karachi

4 Mr. Syed Sultan 
Bayazeed
Provincial Election 
Commissioner Balochistan,
Quetta

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan has invited attention of the political parties 
to the provisions of Section 47A of the Representation of the people act, 1976 which inter-alia 
provide that the Political Parties intending to take part in upcoming General Elections are 
required to submit to the Election Commission Lists of nominated candidates in order of priority 
for the seats reserved for women and non-Muslims in the National Assembly and the Provincial 
Assemblies. Such party-lists may contain as many names of additional candidates as a political 
party may deem necessary for contesting election to the seats reserved for women and non-
Muslims to provide for any disqualification of candidates during scrutiny of nomination papers or 
filling of any vacant seats during the term of National Assembly and the Provincial Assemblies, 
as the case may be.
All such political parties, shall submit respective lists of their candidates in order of priority for 
seats reserved for non-Muslims in the National Assembly with Mr. Muhammad Imtiaz Alam, 
Director General (Admn), Election Commission of Pakistan, Islamabad/Returning Officer for the 
seats reserved for non- Muslims in the National Assembly on or before 24th March, 2013.
Likewise, the Lists of nominated candidates in order of priority for seats reserved for Women in 
the National Assembly and the reserved seats for Women and non-Muslims in the Provincial 
Assemblies should be 
submitted on or before 
24th March, 2013, 
positively to the concerned 
Provincial Election 
Commissioners, who have 
been appointed as 
Returning Officers for the 
seats in their respective 
Provinces, given in the 
table.

SC summons AGP in 
overseas Pakistanis 
voting case
www.elections.com.pk, 13th March, 
2013s

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on Tuesday issued notice to the attorney general of Pakistan 
directing him to appear before the court in the case of the constitutional petition of PTI chief 
Imran Khan regarding voting rights to overseas Pakistanis.
A three-judge bench comprising Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry, Justice Gulzar 
Ahmed and Justice Sheikh Azmat Saeed resumed hearing on the constitutional petition. During 
the proceedings, Hamid Khan, counsel for Imran Khan, stated that during the last hearing of the 
case, the federation expressed its commitment to come out with solid points with regards to the 
right to franchise during the coming elections.
When the chief justice put this question before Munir Paracha, the counsel for the election 

ELECTION    BULL IT N
BE INFORMED

ELECTION    BULLE N
BE INFORMED

3

©2013 www.alhasan.com



 
 

commission, he excused himself from giving any statement, saying that he was not present 
during the last hearing.

Independent Media to 
Guarantee Free, Fair 
Elections
Pakistan Daily Times, 13th March, 
2013

ISLAMABAD: The nation is geared towards the first-ever election under the watchful gaze of 
vibrant media and new modes of social communication, said speakers at a seminar titled 
‘Election-2013 @ Media’ and called for voluntary code of conduct to define the rules of the 
game.
The seminar was arranged by the Centre for Civic Education to launch its new initiative 
‘Citizens’ Wire’ that will offer information for democracy in multi-medium. Renowned 
broadcaster Agha Nasir shared his experiences of televising country’s first general elections in 
1970 at the state-run Pakistan Television.
“It was not only for the first time that the nation had the right to vote on the basis of adult 
franchise, rather it was a challenge to televise it with modest technologies and geographical 
barriers,” he said and recalled the success of ‘Election Village 1970’ that glued the nation to 
television during the elections. He appreciated the launch of Citizens’ Wire saying the vibrant 
media and civil society are the deterrence against electoral manipulations.

Karachi’s voters’ list 
ready, says Nadra
DAWN-News E-Paper, 14th March, 
2013

GUJRANWALA: The chairman of the National Database and Registration Authority (Nadra), 
Tariq Malik, said on Wednesday that voter lists of Karachi would be handed over to the Election 
Commission of Pakistan in two days.
He told reporters after the inauguration of a Nadra office in Gujranwala that there were 86 
million registered voters in the country and Nadra was issuing 15,000 computerised identity 
cards daily.
He said that Nadra was committed to cooperating with the ECP to ensure free and fair elections 
in the country. He said that on the directive of the Supreme Court, 37 million voters had been 
removed from voters’ lists as they were not verified while 36 million
new voters had been added to the lists.
Mr Malik said that over 18,000 Nadra employees had been helping to run the Benazir Income 
Support Programme, the Border Management System and anti-polio campaigns.

Mainstreaming 
Vulnerable in the 
Electoral Process
Election Comission of Pakistan
15th Mar , 2013 

ISLAMABAD: A Round Table Conference was held at the Election Commission of Pakistan, 
Islamabad to emphasize the importance of the role of voters from the vulnerable groups. 
Hon’ble Member Punjab, Mr. Justice (R) Ryaz Kayani; Hon’ble Member KPK, Mr. Justice (R) 
Shahzad Akbar, Hon’ble Member Balochistan, Mr. Justice (R) Fazal ur Rehman and Additional 
Secretary, ECP Muhammad Afzal Khan were present at the occasion.
These vulnerable groups include women, persons with disabilities minorities (both religious and 
ethnic).ECP believes that it is quite essential to promote vulnerable groups’ access to the 
electoral process in order to enhance their political participation in the forthcoming General 
Elections.
Speakers at the forum highlighted the importance of inclusion and representation from all strata 
of the society through electoral process. The speakers identified deeply entrenched patriarchal 
values, coupled by discriminatory legislation, inadequate policy safeguards, lack of awareness 
on issues of exclusion and budget allocations as some of the core reasons for low political 
participation of these vulnerable groups.
The participants highlighted that women in remote rural areas depend on the men in their 
families for access to resources, transportation and basic civic amenities such as the National 
Identity Card (NIC). Similarly, limited accessibility at the polling stations for persons with 
disabilities; are some examples which hinder the inclusion of women, minorities and vulnerable 
groups into the mainstream electoral process.
Rural women, minority groups and people with disabilities to highlight their roles as voters, 
political activists and political leaders largely attended the event. Also present were a wide 
cross section of the civil society, youth organizations and representatives of media. 
A short, skit portraying the issues of accessibility of the vulnerable groups was also presented 
by the youth volunteers on the occasion.

Sindh Assembly Passes 
Nine Bills in the Last 
Sitting
Free and Fare Network (FAFEN)-15th

March,2013

ISLAMABAD: The Sindh Assembly passed nine bills – six government and three private –
before the session is prorogued on Friday after meeting for 21 sittings. The House also adopted 
a resolution to set up a university at Tando Muhammad Khan. The Sindh Industrial Relations 
Bill 2013; the Sindh Provincial Assembly (Members) Privileges (Amendment) Bill 2013; the 
Sindh Ministers (Salaries, Allowances and Privileges) (Amendment) Bill 2008; the Sindh Special 
Assistants (Appointment, Powers, Functions, Salaries, Allowances and Privileges) 
(Amendment) Bill 2008; the Sindh Assembly Members (Salaries and Allowances) (Amendment) 
Bill 2009; and the Sindh Assembly Speaker's and Deputy Speaker's (Salaries, Allowances and 
Privileges) (Amendment) Bill 2009 were the government bills. 

Pakistan political parties 
invite election 
candidates
Gulf News, March 15th,  2013

KARACHI: Political parties have kick-started their election activities as thousands of aspiring 
candidates have submitted their applications to contest the federal and provincial elections.
Though the deadline still remains March 10, the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) has received 
5,303 applications from its members who are willing to contest for national and provincial seats 
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as well as for the reserved quota for minorities and women.
The number of applications is to rise further as the deadline gets closer.
Likewise, the Pakistan Tehreeke Insaf, of cricketer-turned-politician Imran Khan, has published 
a full page advertisement on a leading daily newspaper inviting applications from the potential 
candidates to be allocated the party ticket.
Other leading parties were also gearing up for the process as the doubts were dying down 
gradually about the speculations of postponement of the elections.

Government rejects 
opposition's caretaker 
nominations
International The News- Web Edition 
, 16th March, 2013 

ISLAMABAD: The government Saturday objected to the opposition’s nominees for the caretaker 
premiership, Geo News reported.

Speaking to media here, Federal Information Minister Qamar Zaman Kaira said that his party 
has reservations on the name of Justice (retired) Nasir Aslam Zahid, as he would not be able to 
do justice with since President Zardari was framed in the murder of Zahid's brother-in-law 
Justice Nizam.Similarly, Rasool Bakhsh Palijo’s son Ayaz Latif Palijo has formed an alliance 
against the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP). Kaira added that in such a situation, his party has 
objections on both nominees for the post of caretaker PM.
Qamar Zaman Kaira further added that if there was no consensus on the given names of the 
nominees, then new names could also be considered.
The committee and the Election Commission would have to see what links the nominated 
candidates have with N-league.

Pakistan Awami Tehreek 
not to contest elections: 
Tahirul Qadri 
Geo Pakistan, 17th March, 2013

RAWALPINDI: Dr Tahirul Qadri has announced that the Pakistan Awami Tehreek (PAT) will not 
contest the upcoming general elections.
During the end of his address at a rally here, Dr Qadri said that the PAT would hold sit-ins at 
polling stations across the country on election day. Dr Qadri further said that electoral reforms 
promised to him were not fulfilled and he was not willing to become part of the current corrupt 
political system.
Earlier, Dr Qadri said that the formation of the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) was not 
under article 213 of the constitution, adding that the commission should be impartial and 
reconstituted.

43 Killed, 63 Injured in
Second Week of March
Free and Fair Election Network-
March 18th , 2013

Region Injured Killed
Sindh 14 18
Punjab - -
KPK 47 7
Balochistan - 3
FATA 2 15
Total 63 43

ISLAMABAD: Forty-three people were killed 
and 63 injured in 17 incidents of political 
violence from March 9 to 15, 2013 across the 
country, showing a sharp decrease as 
compared with preceding week’s casualties -
106 killed and 156 injured in 27 incidents, says 
the Free and Fair Election Netwrok (FAFEN). 
Region wise detail is given in the following 
table.

ECP prepares schedule: 
Countrywide polls on 
May 11
DAWN News E-paper, 19th March, 
2013

ISLAMABAD: In what is perceived to be a move to stop rumour mills from casting doubts about 
general elections, President Asif Ali Zardari announced on Wednesday that the nation would go 
to the polls on May 11 to elect the National Assembly.
Presidency’s spokesman Senator Farhatullah Babar said the president announced the date 
soon after a summary had been received from the prime minister.
After the announcement, the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) swung into action and 
prepared the election schedule to be formally announced on March 23.

Commission issues May 
11 election schedule
DAWN News E-paper, 22nd March, 
2013

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) announced on Friday schedule for 
the general elections.
According to the slightly amended version of the draft earlier prepared by the ECP, returning 
officers will issue public notices about poll dates on March 23, instead of March 24. Nomination 
papers will be received from candidates from March 24 to 29 and scrutiny of papers will be held 
from March 30 to April 5, instead of March 31 to April 6.
The last date for filing appeals against acceptance or rejection of papers by returning officers 
has been changed to April 9 from 10. The last date for deciding appeals is April 16 and April 17 
is the last date of withdrawal of candidature. The revised list of candidates will be published the 
following day.
The ECP said the schedule would also apply to the seats reserved for women and non-Muslims 
in the national and provincial assemblies.The offices of the ECP and district returning officers 
and returning officers will remain open to accept the papers also on public holidays and off-
days.With the announcement of the schedule, enrolment of fresh voters and shifting of voters 
from one place to another has been stopped. Only the applications in the pipeline will be 
processed.According to the figures released by the ECP, 86.13 million voters have so far been 
enrolled — 48.57m men and 37.56m women.
The number of voters in Punjab is 49.35m — 27.76m men and 21.58m women; in Sindh 
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18.71m — 10.33m men and 8.38m women; in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 12.33m — 7.05m men and 
5.27m women; and in Balochistan 3.3m — 1.92m men and 1.42m women.
There are 1.7m voters in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) — 1.15m men and less 
than half women. The number of voters in the federal capital stands at 0.62m.Meanwhile, a cell 
has been set up at the ECP headquarters for the scrutiny of nomination papers. 

Armymen to guard 
sensitive polling 
stations
DAWN News E-paper, 22nd March, 
2013

ISLAMABAD: Army troops will be deployed on the day of election for providing security at highly 
sensitive polling stations and personnel of civilian law enforcement agencies on the rest.
This was decided at the second round of talks between Secretary Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) Ishtiaq Ahmed and military authorities at General Headquarters on Friday.
As general elections near, spiralling violence and increasing attacks on sectarian and religious 
minorities are making the task of peaceful conduct of polls complicated.
The meeting was held days after the top brass of armed forces at the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee had agreed to support the ECP in providing security during elections.
The army command has expressed on a number of occasions its commitment to the democratic 
process in the country and holding of elections on time.

Secretary ECP says 
commission working 
pressure-free on 
caretaker PM selection
DAWN News E-paper, 23rd March, 
2013

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) Ishtiaque Ahmed on Saturday 
said the commission had two days to decide a name for the caretaker prime minister and would 
finalise one by tonight or tomorrow.The secretary’s comments came as a consultative meeting 
of the ECP for the caretaker PM’s selection was taking place.
He said the ECP member from Sindh, Justice (retd) Roshan Isani, was set to arrive in 
Islamabad on Saturday evening, adding that, Isani was busy over the matter of constituencies’ 
delimitation in Karachi.
Ahmed added that the election commission was not under any kind of pressure on the matter 
and was deliberating over the four proposed names.
The ball came in ECP’s court after politicians in the parliamentary committee constituted to 
name a caretaker PM decided to give up and agreed to hand over the task to the election 
commission.

Altaf expresses no-
confidence on ECP
International The News Web-Edition, 
23rd March, 2013

LONDON:Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) Chief Altaf Hussain has expressed no-
confidence on Election Commission of Pakistan, terming the changes in electoral constituencies 
in Karachi as conspiracy to divide the party’s vote bank.
Addressing a coordination committee of the party, Altaf Hussain said the ‘unconstitutional 

decision’ was taken just few days before the general elections.
He further said that people reserved a basic and constitutional right to register their protest 

against the ‘illegal and unconstitutional act.’
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Pakistan Election Monitors: Election monitoring is the observation of an election by one 
or more independent parties, typically from another country or a non-governmental organization (NGO), 
primarily to assess the conduct of an election process on the basis of national legislation and international 
standards. There are national and international election observers in Pakistan, who are actively involved 
in the process of democratic development and monitoring of election process. Following are given below 
with their details.

Right to Information 
Pakistan (RTI)

Lahore
Phone: +42 35311793
Fax: +42 5311792
Email:fazeel@accessasia.com.pk   
info@rtipakistan.com

Web: www.rtipakistan.com

The RTI Pakistan Research Center is an independent, impartial public opinion research 
organization based in Lahore, Pakistan.
It was established in August 2010 to study general attitudes prevalent in Pakistan on assorted 
and varied topics like politics and current affairs, domestic and foreign policy, role of media and 
civil society, leisure, sports and lifestyles. In this role the center plans to serve as a valuable 
information resource and tool for political leaders, journalists, scholars and citizens.
The Center will conduct regular weekly, monthly and quarterly polls and surveys on major 
issues to gauge public opinion and track new and emerging trends in Pakistani civil society in 
reaction to major news events. Shorter commentaries will also be produced on a regular basis 
addressing the issues of the day from a public opinion perspective. In addition, the Center will 
periodically field major surveys on the news media, social issues and international affairs.

Pakistan Institue of 
Legislative and 
Development 
Transparrency (PILDAT)

Email: info@pildat.org

Web: www.pildat.org

PILDAT is an independent, non-partisan and not-for-profit indigenous think tank focussed on 
political and public policy research and legislative strengthening. As an indigenous institution, 
Its mission is to strengthen democracy and democratic institutions in Pakistan. PILDAT is a 
premier research organization of Pakistan focusing on democracy, governance and public 
policy. Founded in 2001, the organisation focuses on producing objective, research-based 
analysis on policies especially under review by the Parliament and the Executive.  PILDAT 
conducts research on issues including finance, economy, poverty-reduction, 
regional/international trade, foreign/regional relations, political-economy, inter-provincial 
relations/federalism, women/youth in politics, etc. PILDAT prepares legislative Briefs on key 
legislations in consideration before the Parliament. 
PILDAT has held over 200 capacity-building and issue-based briefings for Parliament and 
Provincial Assemblies since 2002. It has also prepared over 300 briefing/background papers, 
case studies and other publications on public policy and legislative issues. PILDAT assists key 
Standing Committees in the National Assembly of Pakistan in the discharge of their 
responsibilities of oversight and scrutiny of the Executive through capacity building and 
background research. PILDAT also provides forums for comparative political and parliamentary 
learning through regional and international conferences and organizing study visits to other 
Parliaments.   PILDAT carries out periodic performance review of Parliament and Provincial 
Assemblies. We facilitate formation of policy groups for research and dialogue on issues 
including Civil-Military Relations, Electoral Reforms, Relations between Muslims and Western 
World, FATA Status, Centre-Province Relations, etc. PILDAT also launched the first-ever 
Youth Parliament Pakistan to inculcate culture and values of democracy in youth and to 
prepare them for future leadership roles.
PILDAT has hosted many national and international conferences, workshops and forums 
involving national, regional and international leaders, subject specialists and policy experts.  In 
its independent capacity, PILDAT works closely with the Parliament and through its non-
partisan approach, with major political parties as well as the Executive and the Media. PILDAT 
is a registered non-profit entity under the Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860, Pakistan. Its 
formal registration process was completed on September 19, 2002..
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Number of constituencies against their percentage turnout

Among 11 candidates against 0%, 6 are those whom polled votes were not 
announced or elected un-contested. Remaining 5 constituencies' results 
were postponed

General Elections 2013 Schedule
Election Comission of Pakistan, Press release-22nd March, 2013

The Election Commission has called upon the electors of the National Assembly Constituencies and the constituencies of the 
Provincial Assemblies of the Punjab, Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan to elect their representatives from each of these 
constituencies to the general seats and in 
connection therewith appoints the following dates 
for various activities of election to the aforesaid 
Assemblies:

The above mentioned Programme shall also 
apply to the seats reserved for Women and non-
Muslims in the National Assembly and Provincial 
Assemblies of the Punjab, Sindh, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan.

Note:- The offices of the Election Commission 
as well as the offices of District Returning 
Officers and Returning Officers will remain 
open on 23rd, 24th, 30th, and 31st March, 
2013.

A Glimps of GE 2008: Voter Turns out

Sr. Events Date
1 Public notice to be issued on by the 

returning officers on
23/03/13

2 Dates for filling of nomination papers with 
the returning officers by the candidates

24/03/13 to 29/03/13

3 Dates for scrutiny of nomination papers by
returning officers 

20/03/13 to 05/04/13

4 Last date for filling of appeals against 
decisions of the returning officers 
rejection/acceptance of nomination papers

09/04/13

5 Last date for deciding appeals by the 
tribunals

16/04/13

6 Last date for with drawl of candidature 17/04/13
7 Publication of revised list of candidates 18/04/13
8 Polling day 11/05/13
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Your Vote is your future
Fayyaz Ali Khan

Chairman, Civil Society Attitudinal Fix, (www.csaf.org.pk)

A nation that is handicapped by a worryingly low rate of literacy 
must come up with ‘out of the box’ solutions to make democracy 
work in their polity. 

While all Pakistanis are craving for good governance, a large 
majority of them are unaware of the ‘power of their opinion’ –
their vote. Historically, most Pakistanis do not cast their vote. 
The ones who do vote do not do so on ideological grounds or for 
the collective betterment of the society. In most cases, people 
have a very myopic understanding of the power of their opinion. 
Except for the elections of 1970 when people voted against 
class and regional discriminations, people generally vote for 
petty selfish interests. In the given circumstances, it is the 
collective responsibility of all the stakeholders to work on 
educating the voters.

In the absence of any meaningful land reforms, Pakistan still 
has, by and large, a feudal society. A large majority of Pakistanis 
dwell in the rural areas and their livelihood mainly depends on 
the land they cultivate, which in most cases belongs to big land 
lords. There are instances where the whole constituency falls on 
the estate of a landlord. The tenants and other small farmers 
involved in subsistence level farming are usually stuck in a 
vicious cycle of poverty. Their livelihoods being unsustainable 
render them unable to express their opinion freely and end up 
voting according to the whims and caprice of their landlords. 

Punjab being the most populated province (62%) is the major 
player in formation of governments in Pakistan. Unfortunately 
the voting preferences here are typically influenced by caste and 
ethnicity. While Gujjars, Awans, Arains, and Khokkars dominate 
northern Punjab, Gilanis, Gardezis, Qureshis, and Abbasis rule 
the south and still other trace their ancestry to Persia, 
Baluchistan, Afghanistan, and Kashmir. Kinship obligations 
would force even the most enlightened and democratic Punjabi 
to disregard character, Personality, Capability, Knowledge and 
political acumen of a candidate belonging to another Biradari. 
There is great social pressure on an individual to side with his 

kinsmen. Regrettably, Sind, Baluchistan and KPK are not much 
different. Besides, demographic changes due to urbanization 
have hardly altered these partialities and one can observe this 
voting pattern even in the urban centers.  

Another malaise that infects the voting patterns in Pakistan is the 
lack of speedy dispensation of justice and the high handedness 
of the police. This probably has a lot to do with the colonial 
background of the country. Every Pakistani, irrespective of his or 
her social standing hates dealing with the court cases and the 
police as they do not expect impartiality.  Local politicians 
invariably control the local authorities and force them help their 
electorates. Being helped in such cases forever obliges the poor 
person to vote for the one who rescues him.

Yet another downside of voter’s lack of education is that 
unvaryingly the politicians lay claim to carry out development 
works in their constituencies as their achievement, which is 
mostly part of the government’s regular development plan. 
Additionally, due to lack of a transparent recruitment policy, 
based on merit, the politicians entice the electorate with 
promises of recruitment of their children and siblings. In a poor 
country like Pakistan nothing can beat this bait.  

As a result of the biased expression of their opinion while voting, 
mainly due to some of the reasons mentioned above, Pakistanis 
end up electing representatives who are not interested in 
developing Nation-Building institutions or making long term plans 
for the welfare of the people. Instead these self-centered and 
petty politicians prefer to plunder national wealth, buy local 
authorities, oblige their kith and kin, use public offices for their 
personal gains and resultantly keep the masses at their mercy. 

There is a dire need to educate the voters about the fact that the 
only way to get rid of the clutches of these vultures is to choose 
people who are worthy of being their true representatives. It is 
essential to create awareness concerning the blessings of 
collective good and to rise above trivial self-interests.

Key players in Pakistan's upcoming election
http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/Pakistan/Key-players-in-Pakistan-s-upcoming-election/Article1-1027717.aspx

(Published on 17th March 2013)
A look at several key players in Pakistan's upcoming national election that is expected in May:

1. President Asif Ali Zardari
The President rode to power on a wave of sympathy following 
the 2007 assassination of his wife, former Prime Minister 
Benazir
Bhutto, but his tenure has been turbulent and he has long been 
plagued by allegations of corruption.
Zardari will not be participating in the upcoming election, but as 
co-head of the Pakistan People's Party, which led the last 
government, he will be a key figure. His unpopularity and anger 
over the performance of the government during its five-year term 
could damage the party's run in the upcoming election.
The economy is stuttering, energy shortages plague the country 
and Taliban militants continue to stage deadly attacks.

2. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
The only son of the president and his late wife, he is set to carry 
the torch for the Bhutto family political dynasty in Pakistan. His 
grandfather, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, founded the PPP and served as 
the country's president and prime minister.He is too young to 
participate in the upcoming election - the minimum age is 25 -
but will likely play a key role as co-head of the PPP with his 
father.It remains to be seen how well the Oxford-educated youth 
can rally the party's largely poor, rural constituency in southern 
Sindh province since he has lived most of his life outside the 
country and is still working on his command of Urdu, the national 
language.

3. Nawaz Sharif
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The head of the main opposition party, the Pakistan Muslim 
League-N, hopes to become prime minister for the third time. His 
party, which appeals to an industrialist base and is strongest in 
central Punjab province, is the PPP's main rival to form the next 
government.
Sharif was ousted as Prime Minister in a bloodless coup in 1999 
by general Pervez Musharraf and was sent into exile the 
following year. He and Bhutto returned to Pakistan in 2007 to 
lead their parties in the 2008 elections. Bhutto was killed before 
the elections were held.

4. Imran Khan

Khan is a Pakistani cricket legend-turned-politician who could 
have a significant impact on the upcoming election. He founded 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, or the Movement for Justice Party, 
more than 15 years ago, but failed to gain much traction until 
2011.
That year he marked his rise as a major political player with a 
rally that drew more than 100,000 people in Lahore, the capital 
of Punjab province. Khan has appealed to a largely young, 
urban constituency tired with the current crop of politicians and 
the corruption that plagues the system.
Analysts doubt his party can win enough seats to form the next 
government, but it could steal key votes away from the PML-N
and the PPP, especially in Punjab, and that could affect who 
wins.

PML-N Frontrunner for Elections 2013: Survey 
(http://paknews.pk/7180/pml-n-frontrunner-for-elections-2013-survey.html)

published on 4th March, 2013

Pakistan Muslim League-N (PML-N) has emerged as the most 
popular political party of the country in the surveys, conducted 
by Gallup Pakistan and International Republican Institute (IRI), 
for the forthcoming general elections.
According to survey, conducted on the basis of voting intentions 
across all four provinces of the country during past three 
months, Nawaz Sharif’s party is the strongest competitor for the 
upcoming general elections, expected to be held in May, with the 
average score of 37%.
Ruling Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) and Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) are second and third most popular parties of the 
country with a national level score of 16%.
According to the survey conducted by IRI in November last year, 
32% people said that they will vote PML-N and in recent survey, 
42% people intentioned to vote this party, which means PML-N’s 
vote bank has been grown to 9%. .
In November’s survey of IRI, 18% had demonstrated the 
intention to vote PTI but in current survey, the supports of Imran 
Khan have been reduced to 14%. In the same survey, 14% 
people had said that they will vote PPP but now their vote bank 
has been raised to 17%.
If the results are analyzed on the basis of provinces, in IRI’s 
November survey the PML-N had 49% votes in Punjab but now 
it has been rose to 50%. In previous survey, the popularity of PTI 
in Punjab was 19% which have now been reduced to 14%. PPP, 
which got the support of 8% people of Punjab in previous 

survey, has witnessed 2% increase in its vote bank in the 
province.
If we talk about Sindh, 32% people were agreed to vote PPP in 
the IRI survey and in the current survey, this figure has rose to 
37%. After witnessing 3% increase in its vote bank in Sindh with 
the support of 19% people, MQM has emerged as the second 
most popular party in the province. PTI, who’s popularity in 
previous survey in Sindh was 9%, has been reduced to 7% in 
the latest survey.
In previous survey in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 32% had the 
intentions to vote for PTI but now its vote bank has been 
reduced to 28%. PML-N has emerged as the frontrunner for the 
upcoming elections and its popularity, which was just 12% in the 
previous elections, has been propelled to 34%. Witnessing the 
rise of 8%, Awami National Party’s popularity in KP has been 
raised to 11%. Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-F (JUI-F) and Muttahida 
Majlis-e-Ammal (MMA) shares 10% vote bank.
Despite of witnessing the reduction of 1% in its vote bank in 
Balochistan, PPP is the frontrunner for elections in the province 
with the support of 17% people. PML-N is the second most 
popular party in Balochistan with 12%. Like other provinces, 
PTI’s popularity also reduced in Balochistan, and where 
previously 8% people were agreed to Imran Khan’s party, now 
just 3% nave the intentions to d0 so.
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33

Why are the sun, moon and stars not under your suzerainty?
Why don’t heavens shudder with a mere glance from you?

Not a bit remains in you of your clear reflection of conscience!
Alas! O you victim of imperialism, of mullah‐ism and mysticism!

True! Even today blood courses through your veins, but
Your thoughts do not inspire nor is your thinking fearless.
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From the Emperium enquires a voice at dawn: how did
You lose your essential quality  of enquiry and understanding?

You deserve to dominate and rule over all that is visible as well as esoteric.
Can a flame be the slave of  dry sticks and grass?

You deserve to dominate and rule over all that is visible as well as esoteric.
Can a flame be the slave of  dry sticks and grass?

How was blunted your scalpel of research?
Why do you not rend open the hearts of stars?
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