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News Headlines

PPP promises to make
education dream come
true — yet again

The News July 5, 2013

Pakistan upgrades
educational standards in
FATA

Central Asia Online, July 01, 2013
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Details

Under a sub-head titled “access to universal and quality education” on page number 21 of its
election manifesto, the Pakistan People’s Party makes several promises. Whether the political
party has jot down a plan, or are the promises hollow words only meant to garner votes and then
be forgotten, The News takes a look at it.

A look into the steps taken

In the provincial budget passed on June 17, about Rs132 billion were allocated to education, a 17
percent increase from last year's Rs111 billion. Despite this increase, Sindh is currently spending
only 0.65 percent of the total gross domestic product (over Rs20283.1 billion) of the country on
education. Liberal and secular voices of the country have always criticised the curriculum used in
schools saying it promotes hate and religious intolerance in the society. For example, in a three-
paged chapter on the Fall of Dhaka in the grade ninth Pakistan Studies book published by the
Sindh Text Board, it is stated: “A large number of Hindu teachers were teaching in educational
institutions in East Pakistan. They produced such literature which created negative thinking in the
minds of Bengalis. About 10 million Hindus were living in East Pakistan. India stood at their back
to protect their interests. Many Hindus acted as spies for India.”

A study published by the National Commission of Peace and Justice titled ‘education or fanatic
literature’ reveals that there are 22 lessons in books published by the Sindh Text Board which
promote hate and intolerance against religious minorities. During the tenure of the last
government, a curriculum review committee was set up in order to look into the issue. Its member,
Anwar Ahmezai, also the chairman of the Board of Intermediate Education Karachi, claims that
the findings of the report have been submitted to the Sindh government. “Several issues were
pointed out in the report, such as the fact that the 6th grade social studies book had more
chapters promoting dictatorship rather than democracy. | am very hopeful that the
recommendations will be taken seriously,” he says. While several political parties, including the
PPP, have stressed the need for narrowing down the gap between public and private sector
education, it is easier said than done.

In his first press conference after taking over as the Sindh education minister, Nisar Khuhro
highlighted the need for establishing a Cambridge O- and A-level schools in each district so that
“in this time of competition our students don’t lag behind”. Educationists believe that it is more
important to upgrade the existing education system than to promote the ten times more expensive
foreign education board. “The state of the local education board can be improved, provided we are
ready to spend the money we give away to the United Kingdom in our own country,” says Abbas
Hussain, the chairperson of the Teachers’ Development Centre.

Ray of hope

Prof Jaffar Ahmed, who heads the Pakistan Study Centre at the University of Karachi, says that
among all the promises, the one to purge the education system of hate material needs to be kept.
“It only needs political will. You see education is now a provincial matter. There is no interference
by the federal government. The PPP is a liberal force and the second largest party in the province,
the Muttahida Qaumi Movement, has no reason to oppose the move. They too claim to be liberal.”

PPP’s stand

Taj Haider, the PPP’s general secretary in Sindh, claims that his party always keep its promises,
provided that the “the media and civil society remind it about them again and again”. Talking about
the curriculum review, he agrees that there will be a reaction from right wing groups. “But we must
be ready to face it.” In Punjab, just before the elections, religious topics were removed from all
subjects except Islamiat. But following massive protests, chief minister Shahbaz Sharif was forced
to withdraw the move.

PESHAWAR - A recent move by the Pakistani government to have more schools in the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) teach classes in English will improve the standard of education,
officials say. Jamrud Higher Secondary School schoolchildren in Khyber Agency attend class
June 10. Pakistan has converted 52 tribal area schools to English-language instruction to raise the
level of learning. [Javed Khan]

Fifty-two FATA schools in April started teaching in English, they said, following the lead of seven



Declare education
emergency, demand
NGOs

The News June 29, 2013
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schools in Kurram and Khyber agencies that earlier started teaching their 3,642 pupils in English.
The new programme will affect schoolchildren in grades six and higher in general science,
Pakistan studies and math, Abid Majeed, secretary to Khyber Pakhktunkhwa (KP) Governor
Engineer Shaukatullah Khan, told Central Asia Online. "Five schools from each agency were
selected and three from each Frontier Region [FR]. Of every five selected, two were girls'
schools," Majeed said, noting that only one school in FR Lakki Marwat was chosen because the
main town had no other schools. The initial switch, which occurred in April, affected 3,231 sixth-
graders, he said, noting that the number of pupils affected will double next year and triple by 2015,
as the new sixth-graders are added to the mix and the previous classes advance in grade but
remain under the English-teaching programme.

Most of the schools that made the change are in the agencies' headquarters, so they are easily
accessible and located in areas free from militant violence. Despite violent attacks on many
schools in the area, all are still open, FATA Additional Director of Education Hashim Khan Afridi
said. None of the bombed schools in FATA are closed, but all are still holding classes in the
damaged buildings or in alternate locations. Need for improved education The public voiced huge
demand for improving the standards of government-run schools so that poor tribal residents could
get a better education, Majeed said. "The standard of education in government schools is far
below [that of] private schools," FR Peshawar tribesman Rasheed Khan told Central Asia Online,
adding that the schools needed to be monitored so that the pupils could compete with their peers
in the rest of the world.

"This will enable the FATA youth to compete with the pupils from settled areas," Afridi said, noting
that two pupils from one of the Bajaur schools teaching in English were among the top 20 pupils
taking the intermediate examination under the Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education of
Peshawar in 2012. The main purpose in converting these institutions is to grant poor pupils in far-
flung areas access to quality education, he said. "The success of these institutions will restore
public trust, pave the way for the continuation of higher education by the poor pupils and will
improve the status and confidence of teaching staff," Afridi said. "There are hundreds of schools
across FATA, the majority of which need to be converted to English instruction as well as be
provided with the latest science and IT laboratories," Mohmand Agency high school pupil Sana
Safi said, citing the lack of funding as the main cause.

"The only solution to the problems being faced by FATA residents is to get a higher education,"
she said. Security, especially for female teachers and pupils, was another concern she expressed.
"Improved security and providing more facilities to schools will ensure higher enrolment in FATA
schools," she said. Improved conditions and encouragement for FATA students "More steps are
being taken to upgrade the facilities of laboratories, libraries and buildings in the tribal area,"
Majeed said. "Free English-language textbooks will be provided ... and only dedicated teachers
will teach these classes," Majeed said. "We are sure there is no dearth of quality teachers in
FATA." As a performance incentive, authorities will give 468 laptops to FATA students who score
in the top three levels of matriculation — intermediate, graduate and master's — while the principal
of a school having more than one top scorer will also be rewarded, he said. "To encourage the
enrolment of females, we are already providing a [monthly] stipend of Rs. 200 (US $2) to every girl
student in the tribal areas, provided that she appears in the school for at least 20 days a month,"
Majeed said. Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari in May approved the first-ever FATA university,
to be built in FR Kohat. Officials are establishing a medical college in Bajaur and plan to set up an
IT university in Para Chinar. "The KP government is also providing solar energy systems to the
schools and colleges in FATA so the computers and machines for the students work properly
despite the worst power outages in the country," Afridi added.

Representatives of the civil society have demanded the declaration of an education emergency in
the country and asked for the allocation of more funds for this vital sector. They said after the
approval of 18th amendment, Article 25-A was inducted in the constitution, under which every
citizen was entitled to free and compulsory education. They said that under this article, every child
between the ages of five and 16 should be provided free and compulsory education. Karamat Ali,
Executive Director, Pakistan Institute of Labour Education and Research (PILER), Nasir Mansoor
of National Trade Union Federation (NTUF); Shamsuddin of Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan (HRCP), Saeed Baloch of Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF), Abdullah Langah of Society
for the Protection of the Rights of the Child (SPARC) and Senior journalist Zubaida Mustafa, while
addressing a press conference at the Karachi Press Club (KPC) on Friday, said that despite the
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Education for all: 36
young fellows start
journey to teach Pakistan

Express Tribune June 28, 2013
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lapse of three years, neither the federal nor the provincial government took any action to
implement Article 25-A.

They said that no other government, except Sindh, made education compulsory for all children.
They said the previous Sindh Assembly, before being dissolved, approved the bill for free and
compulsory education on March 11, 2013. The civil society members pointed out that on
November 13, 2012, the National Assembly also passed a bill for free and compulsory education.
They said that after the 18th amendment, education had become a provincial subject, but the
federal government could at least implement the law in its federally administered areas. They said
that the budgets of the federal and provincial governments had been studied in details and no
additional funds were allocated for free and compulsory education, which reflected the level of
seriousness of the authorities on the subject.

They said that according to a statement of the provincial education minister, Nisar Khoro, the
majority of the government schools are functioning without basic facilities. The speakers
mentioned that is there no electricity in around 27,000 schools out of a total of 42,000. They said
no water supply was available in 15,000 schools and 10,000 schools of them were operating
without buildings. They also mentioned that there are ghost schools where there are no teachers.
They civil society organisations demanded that the chief justice of Pakistan take notice of the
situation.

Around 36 young Teach for Pakistan fellows are now getting ready to teach Pakistan and carry on
the journey that Tooba Akhtar, a Lahore University of Management Sciences alumnus, chose to
start around two years ago. These fresh graduates of some of the prestigious institutions across
the country and abroad will form the third batch of Teach for Pakistan fellows. For most people of
Akhtar’'s age, the idea of teaching grade three to grade eight public-school students for a monthly
stipend of only Rs25,000 is hardly the life they imagine after graduating from prestigious colleges.
But for Akhtar and her friends, the need to take some practical steps to fix the deteriorating
education system in the country was a more pressing need. Perhaps for this reason, Akhtar
believed this transformation was something intrinsic to the fellowship programme — an initiative of
the Aman Foundation. They partnered with the international ‘Teach for All' global network of
similar enterprises, working to eliminate educational inequity in more than 27 countries.

“For the next two academic sessions, we offered the same or even better quality of education to
disadvantaged children as availed by us,” she recalled. To achieve that end, some of the
programme’s inaugural fellows had to convince their parents that they were not wasting their
futures and education by not applying for corporate jobs. Akhtar has played a significant role in
changing several lives at Government Girls Secondary School near Abdullah Shah Ghazi’s shrine
but she can hardly forget 14-year-old Saniya, who she saved from dropping out of the school. Her
persistence in persuading Saniya’s parents continued to the point when the girl’'s father finally
changed his cellphone number, Akhtar smiles as she narrates. The girl did not show up for about
two months and then one day she sent a folded piece of paper along with another student that
had her father's new cellphone number. The note also told Akhtar that Saniya’s father was in a
good mood to talk to her. Akhtar did not hesitate and finally managed to get the girl back to
school.

“We often forget that all parents want to see their children prosper,” she said. “It is just that they
have different priorities as per the circumstances they have been conditioned into. It is up to us
and how well we convince them to prioritise education.” The six-week summer training for the third
batch of fellows commenced on Wednesday before their final placement at 24 schools in Karachi
and five in Lahore. In addition to learning about the national curriculum, child psychology and
community relations, new fellows also learn leadership qualities and innovative teaching
methodologies that lead their students to ambitious academic growth. “Your classrooms may be
hot and lack electricity and you may not have enough desks or books, but we know that a high
quality teacher can do more to change a student’s life than fans and desks,” Teach for Pakistan
CEO Khadija S Bakhtiar told her new fellows. “Be the ‘teacher’ and leave your students
independent, empowered and inquisitive.” Founded in 2010, Teach for Pakistan is premised on
the belief that leadership in the education sector is the key to transforming classrooms and
communities, ultimately fixing the broken system, said Aman Foundation CEO Ahsan Jamil.

Teach for Pakistan hand picks the best

To make sure that underprivileged students also receive top-notch education, Teach for Pakistan
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hand-picks the best graduates to teach at public and NGO-owned low-resourced schools — but not
before they go through six months of rigorous training, says the 28-year-old Teach for Pakistan
CEO Khadija S Bakhtiar. Prospective fellows, an overwhelming majority of whom studied from the
Institute of Business Administration and Lahore University of Management Sciences while others
studied abroad as well, underwent a rigorous three-stage selection process. Bakhtiar added that
most of the young graduates join with a passion of dedicating two years of their lives for the
cause. “Even this passion is something very valuable and we rely on this to move on with the
programme,” said Bakhtiar. “This two-year association, however, makes an unforgettable
connection with the children, in which the fellows have live experience of transforming others’ lives
with their efforts and that keeps them associated with the cause in different capacities for the rest
of their lives.”

ANASSAS - Higher education links between the United States and Pakistan foster understanding
at people-to-people level and also advance bilateral relations, a group of Virginia politicians noted
at an event held to recognise Pakistani faculty attending a course at George Mason University.
The event, hosted by Siddique Sheikh, head of the Pakistan American Business Association, was
attended by Virginian political leaders, including State Senator Mark Obenshain, who is the
Republican candidate for attorney general in November election, member House of Delegates
Jackson Miller, who is the majority whip and Richard Anderson, Buddy Beck, member Board of
Visitors at George Mason, Corky Calahou, VP of Nova Petroleum, Amjad Ali Sheikh, Manager
National Bank and Prof. James Witte, Director of the Center for Social Science Research at
George Mason University. Some leading Pakistani-American entrepreneurs and scholars also
attended the event. The lawmakers expressed their appreciation for Pakistani-Americans’
contribution to economic development of the state, particularly the business leaders, many of
whom have achieved the American dream of progress and create job opportunities for citizens in
the Commonwealth of Virginia. Senator Obenshain hoped that the educational partnership
between the NUST and George Mason would benefit the Pakistani scholars and help build
international bridges. He also addressed concerns voiced by members of the Pakistani-American
community regarding some mainstream Republicans’ opinionated attitudes towards Muslims. He
pledged that as attorney general he would work with full honesty and integrity. The senator also
underscored his commitment to provide equal economic opportunity and education for all
communities living in the state. —

See more at: http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2013/06/26/news/national/higher-education-links-
help-foster-us-pakistan-ties/#

Rawalpindi: Halfway through the academic year, the Punjab government has still not fulfilled its
promise to provide free books to public school children students, as over 2,500 children in
Rawalpindi remain deprived of textbooks. Teachers’ union representatives said the issue has
been raised several times since start of this academic year, but no steps were taken by the
authorities. “Midterm examinations are around the corner, but thousands of children are still
waiting for their books,” Teachers’ Union District President Sagheer Gujar told The Express
Tribune on Monday. He said education department officials are aware of the issue and always
make promises to address it when teachers bring it up during meetings. “Thousands of children
will not be able to finish their homework as they don’'t have books, and this will also affect their
performance in the forthcoming midterm examinations,” he said.

“We even took up the issue with the Punjab Textbook Board chairman and he ordered the
provision of books immediately, but the order has not been implemented so far,” Gujar said. He
said most schools are giving old books to students as a make-shift solution. All Punjab Teachers’
Union General Secretary Rana Liaqat said that Rs3.30 billion were allocated for 2012-13 to
provide free-of-cost textbooks. “Despite allocating such a hefty amount, over 30 percent of school
children across the province are still without books,” he said. He said there is no proper
mechanism for distributing books and called the existing method “too complicated”.

Explaining the process, he said the education executive district officer (EDO) must first write to the
Education Department Programme Monitoring and Implementation Unit (PMIU) to request
textbooks. “The PMIU will then place an order for publishing the required number and then send it
to EDO offices,” he said, adding that teachers are then asked to take these books to their
respective schools for distribution among students. Liagat said teachers suggested having the
textbook board allocate specific places at tehsil and district level from where children can collect
their books in return for vouchers. Education EDO Qazi Zahoorul Haq said he is aware of the
issue and discussed it with the focal person appointed by the Punjab Textbook Board in a recent



BE INFORMED

EDUCATION==BULLETIN 7

Progressive Steps: KP
Introduces degress in
Special education

Express Tribune June 24, 2013

4.¥ ©2013 www.alhasan.com

meeting. “I asked the teachers to provide details of children lacking books,” he said, while
maintaining that he had already sent PMIU a request for the textbooks. He said the books were
delayed due to changes in the curriculum, while proclaiming, “No child will be without books after
a month.”

Mahboob School of Physiotherapy, Gandhara University has announced it will begin offering
undergraduate degrees in special education, a step towards producing individuals with the training
to provide children with special needs a quality education. According to a press release issued on
Sunday, the Bachelors in Special Education programme is the first educational qualification of its
kind in K-P and Gandhara University claims it is the second institute in Pakistan which offers a
degree specifically geared towards the training of teachers for children with special needs.
Addressing the need for a comprehensive method suitable for the education of such children, the
federal government has decided to introduce ‘inclusive education’ in schools. It is a concept which
allows children with mental disabilities to be placed in normal schools to study alongside children
that don’t have any disability. Studies show that through inclusive education, students with mental
disabilities and specific learning disabilities make academic and affective gains at a pace
comparable to that of normal achieving students.
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Education Sector Frameworks News

Higher Education Commission

HEC announced to ISLAMABAD, July 3: The Higher Education Commission announced on Wednesday to establish
its sub-offices at Bahawalpur, Sukkar, Muzaffarabad and Gilgit in order to facilitate students from
remote and far flung areas of southern Punjab, upper Sindh, Azad Kashmir and Gilgit- Baltistan.
The sub-office at Bahawalpur would go into operation this month while the remaining sub-offices
would be established in due course of time. HEC in a press release said that through these offices,
the education commission would guide youth of far flung areas about various programs, initiatives
and scholarships. The sub-offices would also maintain close liaison with higher education
institutions of the areas. HEC says it has paid special attention towards increasing access to
higher education in remote and far flung areas of the country, and within last few years, out of total
55 new university campuses; 31 have been established in rural areas throughout Pakistan. A
number of scholarships and other programs have been launched aiming at equitable access to
higher education throughout the country. HEC is also implementing the ‘Prime Minister’'s Tuition
Fee Payment Scheme’ for students of Balochistan, Gilgit/Baltistan and FATA which has been
recently extended by the federal government to northern Sindh and southern Punjab. HEC further
says that its regional centers at all the four provincial headquarters are already coordinating and
managing different academic activities including meetings, workshops, seminars, trainings, HRD
and quality assurance programs in collaboration with different divisions of HEC as well as regional
institutes of higher learning.

establish its sub offices

DAWN, July 3, 2013

Alif Ailaan

‘Politicians are ISLAMABAD: The Alif Ailaan campaign to end Pakistan’s education emergency, MKRF’s Zara
responsible for education Sochiye campaign and Pakistan Coalition for Edecation,_ are concerned about the contradictory
) . , and damaging statement allegedly made by Shazia Marri on the floor of the National Assembly.
in Pakistan She is reported to have said that the politicians are being held responsible for the poor state of the
education sector in the country and that this is a conspiracy against democracy. “The real
conspiracy against democracy is the scandalous state of education in Pakistan,” said the
education campaigns in a joint press release. “Politicians are most certainly responsible for
education in Pakistan. They are the source of both what is good and what is bad about education
in the country. Politicians are peoples’ representatives they are responsible for the fulfillment of the
people’s aspiration. They cannot abdicate responsibility by making such statements.

http://www.alifailaan.pk/the_news__
international_politicians_are_respo
nsible_for_education_in_pakistan

“The most pertinent fact of the politicians’ responsibility is the national consensus that politicians
have helped forge on the importance of education. The historic passage of the 18th Amendment,
which includes Article 25-A, guaranteeing children between 5-16 years the right to an education, is
a huge achievement of politicians and of politics. However, its implementation is still a question
mark”. Alif Ailaan, Zara Sochiye and the Pakistan Coalition for Education all believe this first step
must be followed by many more. “If Shazia Marri, other politicians and their parties really believe
that education is not the responsibility of politicians, then it is a sad day for the children of
Pakistan. As one of the largest national parties, the PPP has expressed repeated commitments to
education. We sincerely hope that Shazia Marri shares that commitment,” they said.
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Scant Improvement: Will Allocation for education materialize

By Arousa Shokat/Burhan Fawad

Tribune June 26, 2013

The government claims to have made education a priority in
the budget presented last week, but several experts are
asking whether the generous allocations would make much
of a difference.

The budget posted an 18 per cent increase in the allocations for
education over last year. The total expenditure, current and
development, comes up to Rs231 billion compared to Rs195
billion last year.

Idara-i-Taleem-0-Aagahi Programmes Director Baela Raza Jamil
said the problem lay with the disbursement of funds rather than
allocation. “Timely release of funds remains a chronic problem,”
she said, “The government needs to address this issue.”

The budget for education was spread under various heads, Jamil
said, “The people deserve to know where these funds will be
spent.”

She said that it was encouraging that the government had shown
an interest in supporting non-formal education.

The government has allocated Rs1.605 billion for literacy and
non-formal basic education, posting a 75 per cent increase in
funds compared to Rs0.915 billion announced last year. This is
the largest increase (not the highest allocation in an education
sub-sector). School education, higher education and special
education too have larger allocations this year than in the
previous year’s budget.

The other category allocated a significantly higher amount of
funds compared to last year, is special education. It has been
allocated Rs1.14 billion, a 63 per cent increase from Rs0.7
billion.

The government’s priorities can be judged by comparing
increments in budgetary allocations over a number of years,
former chief economist of the Planning Commission, Dr Pervez
Tahir, said.

A comparative analysis of expenditure in each sector helped
track budgetary priorities, he said. He said a Rs27 billion of
provisions in the Annual Development Programme (ADP) for
development in education did not mean much. It includes the
current and development spending, he said.

The allocation for development in the budget is Rs290 billion,
Rs240 billion for the ADP and Rs50 billion for “other
development expenditures”. While the government has allocated
11 per cent of the ADP (Rs27 billion) for education, it has
allocated almost Rs16 billion (32 percent of other development
expenditures) for the TEVTA/TEVTEC, Danish Schools, Punjab
Education Endowment Fund, Punjab Education Foundation,
Punjab Technology University and the Internship Programme.
The allocation for current expenditures is Rs41 billion, a 32 per
cent increase compared to Rs31 billion, allocated in the 2012-
2013 budget.
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Despite the high percentage increases in allocation, the total
education budget (current and development, at the provincial
and district levels) this year, increased by only 1 per cent.

The total allocation for education was 25 per cent of the budget
2012-2013, it is 26 per cent this year.

Compared to its allocation in 2012-2013, the allocation for school
education had only increased by 3.3 per cent as part of the
development budget (from Rs15 billion last year, to Rs15.5
billion this year). The smallest increase in the development
budget allocation was in higher education, 0.3 per cent
compared to the allocation in the 2012-2013 budget. The higher
education sector was allocated Rs6.65 billion in 2012-2013, this
year it is Rs6.67 billion.

Institute of Social and Policy and Sciences Researcher Siddique
Tareen said the budgetary allocation for development portrayed
the government's plans for progress in the province. “The
average primary school student may lack access to water,
electricity and washrooms,” says Tareen, “At times he may have
no teachers. What outcomes are we talking about?”

I-SAPS Briefing on Punjab education Budget

The Institute of Social and Policy Sciences held a briefing on the
education budget at Avari Hotel on Saturday. Around two dozen
provincial assembly members attended the event. The briefing
aimed at highlighting certain problems with the allocations for
education in the budget 2013-2014.

Ali urged the MPs to ensure full and transparent utilisation of the
funds. Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf MPA Murad Rass said, “There
was no pre-budget discussion.” MPA Ahsan Riaz Fatyana said,
“I will raise the issue of low-utilisation of funds in the assembly.”

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz MPA Lubna Rehman suggested
a stipend for students from poor households. MPAs Saira
Iftikhar, Najeebullah Niazi and Rana Arshad highlighted the need
to create awareness regarding technical education.

According to the Pakistan Education Statistics 2010-2011 for
Punjab:

e 28 % of 4-9 year old children don’t go to school

e 9.3 million children of ages 5-16 don’t go to school

e 125 % of the primary schools don't have running
water

e 42 % of the primary schools don’t have electricity

e 18 % of the primary schools don’t have washrooms

e 18.9 % of the primary schools don’t have boundary
walls
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Language confusion: Urdu or English

June 30, 2013
Dawn Inpaper Magazine

The polity of our national confusion on most issues facing the
country stems from the unresolved adoption of a single medium of
instruction in schools. Living in a part of Lahore, which is the
preserve of the Cantonment Board, this confusion seems even
more bewildering and unsettling to one’s psyche.

Recently, the repainting of road signs was undertaken in the
Cantonment area but the repainted road signs are now just in
English. The names of the roads in Urdu have simply been left
out. One can only surmise on what prompted the Cantonment
authorities to take this decision of not having road signs in both
Urdu and English?

There could be a number of reasons for this choice. Firstly, why
bother with Urdu at all — it is presumed that everybody knows
English in the country, anyway. Second, it looks more ‘educated’ if
the road signs are just in English. Third, one’s amnesia about the
common man in Pakistan — why look out for them as most are
illiterate or semi-literate and they cannot read road signs in
English. Fourth, the officials at the Board are unaware that Urdu is
our national language and countries across the world write road
signs in their respective national languages. Or, maybe it is a ruse
to make all Pakistanis switch over to English entirely and ensure
that all its citizens must now use English at all cost?

It seems that there is no conspiracy theory behind this but it is
surely an indication of the utter confusion that prevails in our
country due to a lack of a solid education that promotes good
moral values and principles, analytical thinking and a curiosity of
mind that accesses all kinds of knowledge through reading and
observation. For the past so many years, the view of education
has been to provide textbooks, guarantee that they are learnt by
rote, and make sure that examination questions provide a
platform for regurgitation of knowledge. The skill to understand
and comprehend fully the knowledge being imparted is sacrificed
at the altar of firstly, the choice of language to adopt as medium of
instruction and then, not laying enough emphasis on learning that
language fluently. Today, barely a handful of Pakistani children
can claim to be fluent in Urdu or English. In fact it has become
“Urdlish”, a mixture of both languages and extremely unnerving to
watch and hear when exposed to it on media channels.

Just a couple of days ago, it was reported in the newspaper that
Jamaat-i-Islami had criticised the policy of teaching English from
class-1 in government schools. The Jamaat-i-Islami felt that this
policy will create a further decline in educational standards
because English as a medium of instruction will ensure that many
will lag behind because of non-fluency in the language. They
recommend that English be taught as a subject and not as a

SPONSOR'S MESSAGE

medium of instruction. Thus, the debate continues on whether the
language of instruction should be Urdu or English and ftill this
issue is sorted out, raising educational standards in the country
becomes impossible.

Since 2008, the Punjab Education Assessment System (PEAS) is
assessing the standard of government school students in two or
three subjects. Their findings reveal that students gain less marks
in Urdu language compared to other subjects. English is not one
of the subjects chosen by them to test students on, so the
standard of English cannot be gauged. However, the quality of the
prescribed textbook for class-1 English in government schools
leaves much to be desired and is sure to promote rote learning of
English. As for the medium of instruction, the Education
Department officials are adamant that only Mathematics and
Science subjects will be taught in English.

A renowned educationist suggests that those of us who are
trained in the western tradition of education are made to think in
the “either/or” strain. It is either quality or cost; either service or
speed; either academic excellence based on marks and
examinations or overall development. However, success comes
with thinking with an ‘and’. This means quality at an affordable
cost; service fast; academic excellence with overall development
as success comes through character building. It is the same with
the language issue where an “either/or” thinking has to stop. The
Urdu or English debate has to stop and an honest approach
should be adopted. Both Urdu and English must get premium time
and the best of learning tools to make students fluent in both
languages while research clearly enunciates that the use of the
mother tongue at the primary level promotes better understanding
and literacy. Learning English as a second language is important
in a world of increasing globalisation but as a language of
communication and not, perhaps, as a medium of instruction.

Linguistic ability is the medium through which knowledge is
acquired and if that is not up to par, the purpose of educating an
individual is lost and quality suffers. Pakistan’s policy makers
have dilly dallied for far too long on giving firm direction to the way
languages will be acquired at school level. The English/Urdu
medium divide has already created apartheid in society and
lowered standards of education in the country. Will policy makers
take note and decide whether it will be Urdu and English with
regional languages being used at

primary level or are we to interminably continue with the Urdu or
English divide?"
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Double responsibility: Balancing act

By Professor Nelofer Halali,

Dawn, June 302, 2013

A survey of private and public institutions that offer degrees in
teacher education, ie, BEd and MEd in Karachi and Lahore have
brought forward interesting results. The first factor that is
surprising is that these institutions are very few in number. The
vast majority of the institutions in the government sector offer the
Primary Teachers Course (PTC) and Certificate in Teaching (CT);
none of the private sector institutions offer these certificates
choosing to offer either only degree programmes or other
certificates to suit their clientele.

Though the study surveyed 16 institutions in Karachi and Lahore,
however, there are not many that were left out as there did not
seem to be more than 20 institutions in these two cities that offer
degree programmes in teacher education. Hence, the survey of
the 260 teacher educators of which 184 responded captured a
majority of teacher educators in these two cities. Considering that
Karachi and Lahore have a very large number of teachers
employed in both public and private schools this number of
teacher educators is indeed small.

More than half, actually 61 per cent of the surveyed teacher
educators were older than 40 years and a full quarter of them
were older than 50 years. To become a teacher educator is
likened to entering a secondary profession. A large majority of
teacher educators in Pakistan and abroad either teach in schools
or are employed in other professions before they choose to
become teacher educators. Many have taught in schools for as
long as 25 years though a majority make this shift after more than
a decade of teaching in schools.

Generally, teachers think of moving to teacher education after
they see that they have skills in teacher development and are
serving as coordinators, heads of departments or at other
leadership positions in schools. Hence, it is understandable that
the median age of teacher educators is high and they are older in
age when they enter this profession. It also makes it very difficult
for them to take up new methods of teaching particularly those
that require the use of IT and computers. They themselves have
never been taught or have taught using new and innovative
methods of teaching. Many of them have not been exposed to
new methods of teaching through professional development. Or
more likely have been exposed to one-shot workshops that do not
influence practice.

Hence, when the new education policy suggests that teachers use
student-centered methods of teaching the teacher educators are
themselves at a loss as to how to model them in their own
classrooms. Barring a few exceptions the majority of teacher
educators were seen to use the lecture method of teaching. They
were not seen to model the methods of teaching they wanted the
teachers to use in their classroom.

The survey shows that more than 60pc of the teacher educators
enter this profession after teaching in schools. This a great
advantage for the teacher educator to know the reality of the
classroom where over 40 students vie for the teacher’s attention.
Exemplary teachers make good teacher educators. However, the
difficulty is that teacher educators have spent such a large part of
their lives teaching school subjects such as science, mathematics
or English that they continue to think of themselves as subject
teachers in the classroom. They tend to teach the subject rather
than how to teach the subject. This is not to say that one can
teach new and innovative methods of teaching in a vacuum
without taking the subject matter into consideration.

4.¥ ©2013 www.alhasan.com

However, the teacher educator's job is to skillfully merge the
subject content and the pedagogy. As mentioned earlier the
teacher educators in Pakistan themselves have had virtually no
exposure or experience of teaching or learning using innovative
teaching methods hence they continue to think of themselves as
subject teachers. For example science teacher educators
consider themselves to be science teachers first and science
methods teachers second.

Research has shown that it is very difficult for teacher educators
in Pakistan as well as those abroad to distance themselves from
classroom teaching. They continue to teach the subject rather
than teaching pre-service and in-service teachers how to teach
the subject. What is ironic is that slowly the teacher educators
lose cutting edge knowledge of their subject as they teach the
subject to prospective teachers at the middle and high school
level and not at the undergraduate or graduate level. The pre-
service and in-service teachers more often than not have a very
basic knowledge of the subject and hence teacher educators,
even if they want to, cannot teach at a very advanced level. So
schools consider teacher educators out-of-date as far as subject
content is concerned and universities consider them to be second
order tutors as they hardly ever engage in research. Even if they
do they explore issues in education rather than the subject itself.

Thus teacher educators straddle two worlds, one of school
children in the classrooms and the other of adult pre-service or in-
service teachers enrolled in a university programme. It is a very
difficult task to do justice to both and be a citizen in both worlds.
Dual citizenship is possible if teacher educators keep themselves
updated in their own subject as well as becoming experts in the
scholarship of teaching. For

that regular and continuous professional
absolutely essential

development is
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