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1. Detailed maps of the constituencies, districts, provincial, and national election 2013 profiling, 
2. Population, voting, infrastructure, educational facilities, health facilities, polling stations, and other civic 

facilities details per constituencies, 
3. Political parties, their campaign committees, influence area mapping, 
4. Electoral history of a constituency – who won in a particular election, with what margin, against whom 
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News Headlines Details 

Electoral and political 
violence 
Free and Fair Election Network 
(FAFEN), 25th March,  2013 
 

ISLAMABAD: Thirty-six people were killed and 87 injured in 16 incidents of political violence 
between March 16 and 22, 2013 across the country, compared with the preceding week when 
43 were killed and 63 injured in 17 incidents, says the Free and Fair Election Network (FAFEN). 
Region-wise detail is given in the following table: 

Region Injured Killed 
Sindh 34 15 
Punjab - - 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 48 21 
Balochistan - - 
FATA 5 - 
Total 87 36 

 
 

Bilawal leaves Pakistan, 
not to lead PPP election 
campaign: Officials 
DAWN-News E-Paper, 26th March, 
2013 

ISLAMABAD/LAHORE: Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari will not 
be leading the party’s election campaign as party officials confirmed his departure for Dubai on 
Tuesday, days before the party launches its official campaign on April 4. 
Speaking to Dawn.com, PPP leader Sharmila Farooqi confirmed that Bilawal had departed for 
Dubai. She also confirmed that the young Bhutto would not be ‘physically’ taking part in the 
party’s election campaign; however, she cited “security concerns” as the reason behind the 
decision. 
 
The news comes as the Press Trust of India reported that the PPP chairman had left after an 
argument with his father, President Asif Ali Zardari.Hasham Riaz, Bilawal’s chief of staff, while 
speaking to Dawn.com also confirmed that Bilawal had left for Dubai. However, he dismissed 
reports of a rift between the father and son as “rumors”. According to the report by the Press 
Trust of India, the PPP chairman had a quarrel with President Zardari and his sister Faryal 
Talpur over the party’s stance on several importance issues including militancy, sectarianism 
and the awarding of party tickets for the upcoming general elections. 
 
The news agency reported sources as saying that Bilawal had an issue in particular with PPP’s 
weak reaction to the Malala Yousufzai shooting and the bomb attacks on the Shia community in 
Karachi and Quetta.Bilawal was also angered by Talpur’s decision to not hand over party tickets 
to candidates in Sindh whom he favoured, a source told the Press Trust of India. 
The departure of the PPP chairman raises concerns for the PPP, the main ruling party in 
Pakistan for the past five years, with polls looming overhead and the party set to kick-off its 
election campaign.The PPP is to launch its election campaign on April 4 in Garhi Khuda Buksh. 
Meanwhile, a source told Dawn.com that Bilawal, who turns 25 this September and will be of 
eligible age to contest elections by the time of the by-elections, has decided not to take part in 
even the by-polls. 
 

Punjab parliamentary 
committee to reconvene 
International The News Web-Edition, 
26th March, 2013 

LAHORE: The Punjab Assembly’s parliamentary committee will reconvene to continue 
deliberations on the appointment of a caretaker chief minister.Earlier on Tuesday it was 
announced that the committee had failed to a reach a consensus on the appointment and the 
matter would be sent to the Election Commission of Pakistan.Shortly after the announcement, 
PML-N parliamentary committee member Rana Sanaullah telephoned opposition members 
Chaudhry Zaheer and Shaukhat Basra and asked them to once again take part in deliberations. 
The parliamentary committee comprised of six members, three each from the government and 
opposition. The PML-N was represented by Rana Sanaullah, Mujtaba Shaujar Rehman and 
Iqbal Chunnar, while the opposition PPP and PML-Q was represented nu Shaukat Basra, 
Zulfiqar Gondal and Chaudhry Zaheer. Nominees for the caretaker CM Punjab post include 
Justice (retd) Amir Raza Khan and former bureaucrat Khuwaja Zaheer proposed by the PML-N, 
while the opposition suggested names of senior journalist Najam Sethi and Justice (retd) Zahid 
Hussain. 
 

Election commission re-
describes over 300 
constituencies 
DAWN News e-paper, 27th March, 
2013 

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission has re-described hundreds of constituencies of national 
and provincial assemblies. A notification was issued on Wednesday saying 128 National 
Assembly constituencies and 292 provincial constituencies have been re-described. 
The reason given for re-description is geographical changes in the constituencies’ respective 
areas. The election commission has made the changes under Section 10-A of the Delimitation 
Act of 1974 which authorises the election commission to make any changes in the 
constituencies prior to the elections.National Assembly constituencies where re-description has 
been done include both constituencies of the capital Islamabad, 19 constituencies in Khyber 
Pakthunkhwa, 17 in Punjab, 34 constituencies in Sindh and three in Balochistan.Changes have 
been made in 292 provincial constituencies that include 73 constituencies in KP, 137 in Punjab, 
66 constituencies in Sindh and 16 in Balochistan. 
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Punjab settles on Sethi 
as caretaker 
DAWN News e-paper, 
27th March, 2013 

LAHORE: Well-known journalist Najam Sethi was selected as caretaker chief minister of Punjab 
on Tuesday after marathon deliberations by the treasury and opposition members in the 
outgoing provincial assembly. 
 
Mr Sethi’s name had been proposed by the opposition comprising the PPP and the PML-Q. Its 
other nominee was retired Justice Syed Zahid Bukhari.The treasury had proposed the names of 
retired Justice Amir Raza Khan and Khwaja Zaheer. 
 
“We’ve confidence in the person of Najam Sethi and hope that he’ll show impartiality as 
caretaker chief minister like he has been doing impartial (political) analyses,” former law 
minister Rana Sanaullah of the PML-N told the media outside the Punjab Assembly late on 
Tuesday evening even before taking the party’s decision to the six-member parliamentary 
committee. Both the sides had been sticking to their viewpoints for three days and had almost 
decided to refer the matter to the Election Commission of Pakistan, as required under the law. 
But the PML-N leadership intervened at the last moment and called the party’s negotiating team  
— Rana Sanaullah, Mujtaba Shuja and Iqbal Channar — for a briefing. 
 
A senior PML-N leader told Dawn that the party thought that had the matter been referred to the  
ECP the result would have been no different. He argued that the ECP had a majority of 
members likely to second PPP’s choice, a ‘fact’ which he said was visible in the selection of 
caretaker prime minister. By agreeing on the opposition’s nominee in the committee, the PML-N 
could at least try to occupy the moral high ground of honouring the opposition’s opinion as well 
as enabling politicians to decide important issues instead of looking towards retired judges, he 
added.Mr Sethi is an experienced caretaker. From among all the names that have been 
discussed for inclusion in the interim governments tasked basically with the May 11 elections, 
Mr Sethi is the only one with a previous caretaker term to his credit. He was a federal minister in 
the caretaker set-up under Malik Meraj Khalid following the dismissal of the Benazir Bhutto 
government in 1996.During his student life, Mr Sethi had fought along with the Baloch against 
army operation in 1974. Later, he shifted to Lahore and set up a books publishing business on 
The Mall, before bringing out a weekly, The Friday Times. 
He had been picked up by security agencies during the previous regime of Nawaz Sharif in the 
late 1990s. 
 

BNP-M to actively 
participate in May 11 
polls: Mengal 
DAWN News e-paper, 
27th March, 2013 

KARACHI: Balochistan National Party-Mengal (BNP-M) chief Sardar Akhtar Mengal Tuesday 
said his party will actively participate in the May 11 general elections. 
Speaking to media representatives after chairing a meeting of the party’s Executive Committee 
at his residence, he said the BNP-M is a democratic party and it believes in democratic process. 
However, Mengal said they will contest the elections keeping in mind “apprehensions about the 
rights of the Baloch people.” He said the Chief Election Commissioner has been conveyed 
about his party’s reservations. 
 
Mengal said, “If we are elected to power, we will take oath under the Constitution of Pakistan.” 
he BNP-M chief said a five-member committee has been formed for the preparation of 
manifesto and distribution of tickets. This committee will decide about electoral alliance with 
other political parties, he added.He, however, said talks have not been held with any political 
party for electoral alliance so far. 
On the occasion, Malik Karim Dad, Muhammad Hasni, Malik Rehmatullah Notezai, former 
district nazim Mir Muhammad Hashim Notezai and others in the leadership of Haji Mir 
Muhammad Anwar Notezai, who belongs to Chagai district of Balochistan, announced their 
joining in the BNP-Mengal. 
 

ECP receives list of 
defaulters  
International The News Web-edition 
27th March, 2013 

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has received a list of politicians 
including stalwarts of the main political parties who failed to pay their utility bills. 
According to the list, hundreds of MNAs and Senators belonging to the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz, the Pakistan People’s Party, the Awami National Party, the Jamiat Ulema-I-
Islam, The Muttahida Qaumi Movement and others failed to pay their telephone and electricity 
bills.As many as 284 members parliamentarians failed to pay their telephone bills while IESCO 
has provided the electoral body of over 360 names of the parliamentarians who didn’t pay their 
powers bills. 
 
Prominent among the defaulters of utility bills include Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan, Qamar Zaman 
Kaira, Makhdoom Amin Fahim, Nadeem Afzal Chan, Bushra Rehman, Anwar Alam Khan, Abdul 
Qadir Patel, Manzoor Watto, Firdous Ashiq Awan , Faisal Karim Kundi, Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman, Hina Rabbani Khar, Asfand Yar Wali Khan, Rehman Malik, Farooq Sattar, Pervez 
Elahi and others. 
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MQM not to make any 
electoral alliance: 
Farooq Sattar 
International The News Web-edition 
27th March, 2013 

KARACHI: Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) Deputy Convener, Farooq Sattar Wednesday 
said that his party never made any electoral alliance and it would not make any electoral 
alliance in the upcoming elections also, Geo News reported. 
MQM, however, could make seat adjustment with the like-minded parties, he added. 
Talking to media here, Farooq Sattar in an unequivocal term declared that his party would not 
give tickets to tax cheats, loan defaulters, those who got loans written off, looted national wealth 
and the fake degree holders. MQM Deputy Convener said that the big sardars and waderas are 
hurdles in the way of progress and resolution of issues. 
Farooq Sattar said that the new delimitations of constituencies in Karachi tantamount to robbing 
the votes of the people. Karachi is being discriminated and we have knocked the door of court 
for justice as regards new delimitation, he said. 

Bilawal will take part in 
election campaign: 
Khosa  
Dunya News, 
28th March, 2013 

ISLAMABAD:  PPP Central Secretary General‚ Sardar Latif Khosa has said that the party 
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari will not only return home but also actively take part in the 
elections campaign.The PPP leader said that the party history is replete with sacrifices for the 
democracy and its leadership prefers death with the workers over asylum in foreign countries. 
Khosa denied media reports that Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has left the country due to differences 
with President Asif Ali Zardari. 
To a question‚ he said the PPP leadership after completion of the process of nomination papers 
will formulate its strategy regarding running the election campaign. 
 

PML-N announces 33 
candidates for NA seats 
in KP 
Dunya News, 
28th  March, 2013 
 

PESHAWAR : According to sources, PML-N has also decided to allot tickets to 94 candidates 
out of 99 seats from KP Assembly. 
It is pertinent to mention that the PML-N candidate Muhammad Afzal would contest from NA-1, 
Zafar Iqbal Jhagra NA-3, Ameer Muqam NA-4 while Khawaja Muhammad Khan Hoti from NA-9, 
Rehmat Salam Khattak NA-15, Sardar Mehtab Abbasi NA-17, Murtaza Javed Abbasi NA-18, 
Umar ayub Na-19, Sardar Muhammad Yousaf Na-20, Captain Safdar Na-21, while Saleem 
Ullah will contest elections from NA-27. 
However, on 94 seats out of 99 for provincial assembly, Zafar Iqbal Jhagra from PK-40, Malik 
Zafar Azam from PK-41, Sardar Mehtab Abbasi PK-45, Muhammad Javed Abbasi PK-48, Raja 
Faisal Zaman PK-49, NA-52, Pir Sabir Shah and Ameer Muqam will contest the polls from PK-
82. 
 

ECP extends date for 
filing nomination 
papers  
Dunya News, 
28th, March, 2013 

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has extended the deadline for 
candidates to file nomination papers by two days on the demand of several political parties. 
According to new deadline given by ECP, the candidates will now have till 31 March to file 
nomination papers. The scrutiny of nomination papers would be carried out from April 2-8 and 
the final list of candidates will be issued on April 19. 
Meanwhile, all the major parties have not yet finalized candidates from all the constituencies. 
 

Caretaker PM orders 
effective security 
measures for polls 
International The News, 28th March, 
2013 

ISLAMABAD:  Caretaker Prime Minister Justice (retd) Mir Hazar Khan Khoso has directed 
concerned authorities to adopt effective security measures for general elections, Geo News 
reported. 
The caretaker prime minister issued these orders during a briefing by the Home Department. 
Officials briefed him over law and order situation in the country. Interior Secretary and others 
apprised the premier about the performance of various institutions. 
During the briefing, Mir Hazar Khan ordered effective security measures besides enhancing 
intelligence cooperation with all the four provinces. He also directed for enhancing coordination 
with the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP). 
 

SC hears overseas 
Pakistanis voting case 
International The News, 29th March, 
2013 

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry said Chairman NADRA should quit 
his job if he fails to provide overseas Pakistanis with the facility to vote, adding that if the 
Secretary Defence was asked he could have the GHQ make an e-voting software for the 
overseas voting process. 
A three member bench headed by Chief Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry heard the case 
pertaining to giving overseas Pakistanis the right to vote.During the hearing Attorney General 
Pakistan Irfan Qadir presented a report in court revealing that the facility providing overseas 
Pakistanis the right to vote would cost $ 1.5 million.Meanwhile, Chairman NADRA told the 
courts that 4.5 million Pakistanis have been registered and issued NICOP cards, adding that a 
proposal has been given for online applications. He further added that the proposal would 
consist of four stages such as voter registration, voter verification, vote casting and result 
sharing.The Chief Justice said that voter registration has already been completed and at least 
ten countries where a large number Pakistanis reside must have mechanisms for voting. The 
Chief Justice further said polling stations should be made in embassies and consuls, adding 
that voters are more important than the elections as they are the real stakeholders. 
The court adjourned the hearing till April 1st and has directed the Foreign Secretary, Law 
Secretary, Secretary Overseas Pakistanis, Secretary IT, Chairman NADRA and Election 
Commission Pakistan to devise a strong mechanism for overseas voting.  
 



 
 

  

18.71m — 10.33m men and 8.38m women; in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 12.33m — 7.05m men and 
5.27m women; and in Balochistan 3.3m — 1.92m men and 1.42m women.
There are 1.7m voters in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) — 1.15m men and less 
than half women. The number of voters in the federal capital stands at 0.62m.Meanwhile, a cell 
has been set up at the ECP headquarters for the scrutiny of nomination papers. 

Armymen to guard 
sensitive polling 
stations
DAWN News E-paper, 22nd March, 
2013

ISLAMABAD: Army troops will be deployed on the day of election for providing security at highly 
sensitive polling stations and personnel of civilian law enforcement agencies on the rest.
This was decided at the second round of talks between Secretary Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) Ishtiaq Ahmed and military authorities at General Headquarters on Friday.
As general elections near, spiralling violence and increasing attacks on sectarian and religious 
minorities are making the task of peaceful conduct of polls complicated.
The meeting was held days after the top brass of armed forces at the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee had agreed to support the ECP in providing security during elections.
The army command has expressed on a number of occasions its commitment to the democratic 
process in the country and holding of elections on time.

Secretary ECP says 
commission working 
pressure-free on 
caretaker PM selection
DAWN News E-paper, 23rd March, 
2013

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) Ishtiaque Ahmed on Saturday 
said the commission had two days to decide a name for the caretaker prime minister and would 
finalise one by tonight or tomorrow.The secretary’s comments came as a consultative meeting 
of the ECP for the caretaker PM’s selection was taking place.
He said the ECP member from Sindh, Justice (retd) Roshan Isani, was set to arrive in 
Islamabad on Saturday evening, adding that, Isani was busy over the matter of constituencies’ 
delimitation in Karachi.
Ahmed added that the election commission was not under any kind of pressure on the matter 
and was deliberating over the four proposed names.
The ball came in ECP’s court after politicians in the parliamentary committee constituted to 
name a caretaker PM decided to give up and agreed to hand over the task to the election 
commission.

Altaf expresses no-
confidence on ECP
International The News Web-Edition, 
23rd March, 2013

LONDON:Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) Chief Altaf Hussain has expressed no-
confidence on Election Commission of Pakistan, terming the changes in electoral constituencies 
in Karachi as conspiracy to divide the party’s vote bank.
Addressing a coordination committee of the party, Altaf Hussain said the ‘unconstitutional 

decision’ was taken just few days before the general elections.
He further said that people reserved a basic and constitutional right to register their protest 

against the ‘illegal and unconstitutional act.’
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Pakistan Election Monitors: Election monitoring is the observation of an election by 
one or more independent parties, typically from another country or a non-governmental 
organization (NGO), primarily to assess the conduct of an election process on the basis of 
national legislation and international standards. There are national and international election 
observers in Pakistan, who are actively involved in the process of democratic development and 
monitoring of election process. Following are given below with their details. 
 
SOUTH ASIA 
PARTNERSHIP 
PAKISTAN (SAP-PK) 
 
Haseeb Memorial Trust Building, 
Nasirabad, 2 K.M. Raiwind Road, 
P.O Thokar Niaz Baig, 
Lahore-53700, Pakistan. 
Phone: +92-423-5311701-6 (6 
Lines) 
Fax: +92-423-5311710 
Click here for general inqueries 
online CONTACT FORM  
OR send email for general 
inqueries on: info@sappk.org 
Hours: 9am-5pm 
 
 
Email Addresses of contact 
person(s): 
 
Executive Director:     
tahseen@sappk.org 
Deputy Director:         
irfan@sappk.org 
Controller Finance:     
majid@sappk.org 
 

As member of South Asian civil society movement, is striving to empower marginalized 
sections of society and working to influence policies in favor of people. 
SAP-PK derives its name from a regional network, i.e., South Asia Partnership. This is a 
volunteer network of participatory development-support organizations operating under the 
same name and for the same purposes in Canada and four South Asian countries, i.e., 
Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. It has some presence in India as well, through a 
collective form of three different organizations. All these organizations and Sri Lanka Center for 
Development Facilitation collectively form SAP-International. 
Vision: 
South Asia Partnership - Pakistan’s vision is to create an engendered, critical society in South 
Asia based on the universal principles of human dignity, justice, democracy and peaceful 
coexistence. 
Mission: 
The mission of South Asia Partnership - Pakistan is to create enabling environment for 
participatory governance and sustainable collective action for peace, human security and 
regional cooperation at South Asian level, through organization of the marginalized sections of 
society and development of their capacities. 
Goals: 
Create enabling environment for democratic governance and effective citizens’ participation 
through informed and effective voice of the poor, especially workers and peasants. 
Facilitate pro-people civil society initiatives at national, regional and global levels promoting 
collective actions for peace, justice, human security and livelihood. 
Increase sensitivity and harmony among people; actions against structural violence in our 
society through peaceful means and movements. 
Contribute to pro-people collaborations between and among international organizations on 
important international concerns. 
 

Institute of Democracy 
and Development (IDD) 
Lahore, Pakistan 
 
Web:www.institutedemocracy.org  
 
   

IDD is a private, non-partisan, not-for-profit organization committed to promoting democracy 
and strengthening of democratic institutions. 
 
IDD believes that democracy is the only established and time tested way forward for successful 
nations. IDD will work on ensuring that it contributes to sustainable and across-the-board 
development, tolerance, rule-of-law, human rights, and equal opportunity. 

 
  

The prospective 
candidates filing 
nomination papers are 
making calls 
Election Commission of Pakistan, 30th 
March, 2013 

ISLAMABAD: The prospective candidates filing nomination papers are making calls that it is not 
possible for them to open new bank accounts on 31st March, 2013 being Sunday the closed 
Holiday for Banks and they can not indicate the Account number in the relevant column of 
Nomination Form on the last date fix for the purpose, with the Returning Officers concerned. 
 
The Election Commission has decided that all the prospective candidates who are filing 
Nomination Papers on 31st March, 2013 may either provide account No. of their existing 
account in any bank, if any or open new bank account and provide that number to the Returning 
Officers concerned on the day of scrutiny of their Nomination Papers. 
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GE 2008 Glimpse: Total Votes Polled 

 

Revision of Schedule of General Elections 2013 
(Election Comission of Pakistan, Press release-28th March, 2013 
 

In partial modification of this Commission’s Notification of even number, dated the 22nd March, 2013, in exercise of its powers under 
section 11A of the Representation of the People Act, 1976 (Act No. LXXXV of 1976) and on the demand of Political Parties from 
Balochistan, the Election Commission is pleased to revise various stages of schedule for General Elections, 2013 contained therein 
to the following extent: 

S. No Events Date 

1.  Dates for filing of nomination papers with the Returning Officers by 
the candidates 24.03.2013 to 31.03.2013 

2.  Dates for Scrutiny of nomination papers by the Returning Officers 01.04.2013 to b07.04.2013 

3.  Last date for filing of appeals against decisions of the Returning 
Officers rejecting/accepting the nomination papers 10.04.2013 

4.  Last date for deciding appeals by the Tribunals 17.04.2013 
5.  Last date for withdrawal of candidature 18.04.2013 
6.  Publication of revised list of candidates 19.04.2013 

 

The date of poll will remain the same as was notified earlier. The above mentioned Programme shall also apply to the seats 
reserved for Women and non-Muslims in the National Assembly and Provincial Assemblies of the Punjab, Sindh, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. 

Note:- The offices of the Election Commission as well as the offices of District Returning Officers and Returning Officers 
will remain open on 30th, 31st March, 2013,  6th and 7th April, 2013. 
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The Pakistan Pilitical Palette 
This is a Pkpotpourri Exclusive, March 26th 2013 

By: Yasmeen Ali 

The Pakistan Political Palette is dotted 
with multi hues. Parties that have been 
there, seen it, done all, the wannabes 
waiting for their turn, individuals who 
have returned from yonder wanting to 
grab a part of the action. You name it, 
Pakistan has it. The trailer promises an 
action packed thriller. Grab your bag of 
pop corns everyone! 

First there are the traditional arch rivals: 
PPP and PML-N. The five years of PPP 
governance have been marred by 
increase in terrorism, inflation, energy 
crisis. There are charges of widespread 
corruption. Whereas it is true that PPP 
could have improved upon its 
governance, it is also true that after the 
18thAmendment- a number of issues laid 
at the federation door were the 
responsibility of the provincial 
governments. PML-N and MQM cannot 
today, legitimately claim to oppose PPP 
after having governed their respective 
provinces/areas for the term. They were 
as much a part of the overall 
government as was PPP. Faraz Khan 
posting in Express Tribune Blogs 
published 11th Feb. 2013 shares that 
according to the Punjab government, 30 
billion rupees were spent on the Lahore 
Metro Bus Service. Overall the entire 
allocated money for Punjab 
infrastructure development is Rs63 
billion which means that 50% or half of 
the development budget of Punjab was 
spent in Lahore. This excludes the cost 
of the underpasses and overhead 
bridges built in Lahore. Compared to 
this Rs 16.5 billion was allocated to the 
Health sector and Rs25 billion 
development budget for education in 
Punjab for the current year. From this 25 
billion a total of Rs5 billion was spent on 
giving away laptops. 

The province’s annual average growth 
rate of 2.5% between 2007 and 2011 
lagged far behind the 3.4% for the rest 
of Pakistan, according to the Lahore-
based Institute of Public Policy (IPP).No 
smaller energy generation plants were 
set up although Punjab is badly hit by 

power cuts, destroying businesses and 
disrupting normal life. 

Under MQM’s tutelage, Karachi burned 
for five years. It continues burning 
today. Karachi is the hub of multiethnic 
people. The demographic makeup of the 
city has changed over the past few 
years, leading many to believe that the 
ongoing violence is a turf war being 
fought between MQM & ANP. Former 
Interior Minister Rehman Malik places 
target killed people in past five years at 
1.363(Published 7 Sept 2012: Express 
Tribune). By any common sense 
standards this is a highly under 
estimated account. It will be pertinent to 
note here that Karachi was under MQM 
Mayor-ship from 2005 till 2010. 
Delimitation of constituencies is seen as 
a negative by MQM – which will be at a 
defensive position and might lose some 
constituencies, though it will remain the 
majority party of the Karachi.  MQM is 
already in court against the delimitations 
in Karachi. 

Bringing in the new colors of the Political 
Palette is the PTI. The supporters of PTI 
are enthusiastic about the chances of 
their party in the forthcoming elections. 
Some over exuberant even claim a 
clean sweep. Brig. Farooq Hameed 
Khan® in an article published in a local 
newspaper states, “While October 30 
kindled the candle of hope for Pakistan’s 
future, March 23 lighted the flame of a 
‘Naya Pakistan’. On both occasions, 
Imran Khan displayed vision of a 
statesman and a national leader.” PTI 
has made an electoral alliance with JUI-
a step that makes sense since PTI lacks 
rural grounding and is restricted to 
urban areas only. It may stand to gain 
by this alliance. However, others point 
towards lack of any policies by PTI to 
bring about the much touted ‘Naya 
Pakistan.’ They also claim PTI lacks a 
well-knit team of people to achieve the 
claim. Induction of fall-outs of other 
parties, now close to the PTI Chief has 
not helped. That PTI will erode the vote 
bank of PML-N in Punjab owing to the 

latter’s bad governance is a foregone 
conclusion. 

To what degree they are able to harness 
their support and convert it into votes 
remains to be seen. 
An unexpected entrant in the arena was 
Tahir-ul-Qadri, He claimed to “get rid of 
electoral dictatorship.” He raised 
questions about the integrity of the 
candidates in light of Article 62 and 63 
of the Constitution. Mr Qadri insisted 
that before elections are held, a system 
must be put in place to probe the 
integrity of candidates. Since his party 
will not be contesting the forthcoming 
elections, some believe, his entry in the 
foray was aimed to build pressure in 
order to wean out the candidates who 
have failed to come up to the standards 
constitutionally laid down and flagrantly 
violated. 

The side-dish is the re-entry of Former 
President General Pervez Musharraf. 
Columnist Cyril Almeida said Musharraf 
the politician today evokes the memory 
of Imran Khan from a decade ago: a 
high-wattage name, lots of media 
coverage, and absolutely no impact on 
the electorate. This may or may not turn 
out to be true in light of the welcome 
received by him on his return to 
Pakistan. Notwithstanding the 
challenges, both legal and otherwise, 
his party will manage to cull some seats, 
if they contest.  Musharraf had declared 
the rally by Tahir-ul-Qadri a success 
saying in unequivocal terms, ““I have 
supported them from the beginning.” 

The three vote-cinching parties offer 
different goodies to the people. PML-N 
with its glossy manifesto, making wild 
promises- especially in relation to 
countering energy crisis-solutions 
suggested neither workable nor 
practical. PPP mainly banks on the 
Bhutto legacy and the fact that being the 
only national party, it has access to the 
Pakistani People. There are many 
populist promises thrown in, that work. 
MQM, talks about everything under the 



 
 

sun from education, poverty alleviation 
& empowerment, health, urban 
development and so on. One may pose 
the question, as to why these were not 
acted upon in these five years- maybe a 
query for another day! 

Then there are the motley of smaller 
regional parties, smaller religious 
parties, the independents…all wanting a 
piece of the pie! 

The million dollar question is: which way 
will the camel sit? And no, the Army is 
not taking over. The facts are 
different:  that the ‘electable’ will carry 
weight, electoral alliances will be 
cobbled together between the 
smaller/newer parties with one aim: to 
oppose PPP. Will their joint seats 
succeed in forming the government? 
Who will head that alliance? PTI Chief? 
Will PTI lose on table failing to carry 

other winners with it? Or, will PPP 
succeed in proving itself to be the only 
nationalist party it states in its 
manifesto? With whom will PML-N and 
MQM throw in their lot? One would not 
undermine PPP’s negotiation abilities. 

One thing is clear. It will be a hung 
parliament with more cooks joining in to 
make the broth. 

PPP to lead in the polls: Survey 
http://tribune.com.pk/story/517283/next-government-to-face-strong-opposition-survey/ 

Published on 7th March 
 

A survey done by a German company has said that the 
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) will continue to lead at the 
ballot box at the next elections. 

The survey by Heinrich Boll Stiftung  showed that 29 per 
cent of the people surveyed would support the PPP, the 
highest number for any political party surveyed by the 
company. 

Nearly 25 per cent said they would support the main 
opposition party, the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N), led by former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. 

Another 20 per cent supported the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) led by former cricketer Imran Khan. 

Citing strong polling figures for the PTI, the survey also 
noted that the post election government would have to stand 
up to a strong political opposition. 

In the 2008 elections that were boycotted by the Pakistan-
Tehreek-I-Insaf (PTI) under the leadership of Imran Khan,  
the PPP won 30.8 per cent of votes, while the PML-N came 
second with 23.1 per cent. 

This survey is in sharp contrast with the last IRI survey that was done on 4,997 people, 32 per cent of whom preferred the PML-N as 
preferred majority party in the federal parliament. 

This figure was up from 28 per cent from the last survey that the agency conducted over two months in July and August last year.
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Haman Faqeeh-E-Azal Guft Jurrah Shaheen Ra 

Basman Garwi Baz  Mein Na Pardazi 
 

The same heavenly law-giver decreed for the male falcon: 
fly about the skies, don’t deal with the earth. 

 

 
Manam Ke Tauba Na Kardam Zfaash Goi Haa 
Zbeem-E-Ayn Ke Basultan Kunand Ghammazi 

 
I have not left speaking the naked truth, 

though the people may speak ill of me before the kings. 
 

 
Badast-E-Ma Na Samarqand Wa Ne Bukhara Aeest 

Dua Bagoz Faqeeran Ba Turk-E-Sheerazi 
 

We have neither Samarkand nor Bukhara to offer, 
the dervish can only pray for the Shirazi Turk 
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Che Kafarana Qimar-E-Hiyat Mee Bazi 

Kh Ba Zamana Ba-Sazi Bakhud Namee Sazi 
 

How heretically do you play the game of life? 
you adjust yourself to times, rather than to thine self. 

 

 
Digar Bamadrasa Haye Haram Namee Beenam 

Dil-E-Junaid-O-Nigah-E-Ghazali-O-Razi 
 

I no longer see in the schools 
heart of Junaid and insight of Ghazali and Razi. 

 

 
Bahukam-E-Mufti-E-Azam Ke Fitrat-E-Az Leest 
Badeen-E-Suawa Haraam Ast Kar-E-Shahbazi 

 
Nature—the great lawgiver—decrees: 

the ways of falcon are forbidden in the religion of sparrows. 
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