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QUETTA: Emergency has been declared on Sunday, January 15, 2017
in Balochistan as heavy snowfall continues for second day in different

The ground contact of Quetta has been cut-off with Ziarat, Qilla
Saifullah, Zhob, Loralai, Chaman, Bolan and Kalat. Two feet of snow,
which is falling in patches, has been recorded so far in some areas of
Quetta and three feet on the mountains of Ziarat and Kalat. Moreover,
traffic on roads was blocked and Sibi-Guddu transmission line has also
tripped due to which Quetta, Chaman, Mastung, Nushki, Dalbandin and
other areas have been deprived of electricity. Business is completely
shut down due to intense weather conditions and people are also facing
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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES
Heavy snowfall halts life in
Balochistan, Chitral, hilly

areas
DAWN News, January 16, 2017

Roads cleared, traffic
resumes after snowfall led

to roadblocks in Quetta
Geo News, January 16, 2017

Experts call for effective

land management
Pak Observer, January 16, 2017
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DETAILS

Roads were blocked in Chitral and Balochistan due to heavy snowfall in the region, the Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR) said in a statement on Sunday, adding that the army and the
Frontier Corps (FC) personnel cleared the snow and restored traffic in the snow-laden areas.

The Lowari Tunnel in Chitral and roads from Quetta to Karachi (NHW 25), Quetta to Sukkur (NHW
65) and Taftan to Quetta (NHW 40) opened Saturday 14 January 2017 night for traffic, ISPR said.

FC Balochistan has established crisis management centres in Quetta, Sibbi, Ziarat, Pishin, Loralai,
Kallat and Khuzdar, whereas an army assistance camp have been set up in Panakot, Malakand
Division to assist the public in coordination with local administrations, the military's media wing
stated.

Severe cold weather with chilly winds has wrapped many parts of the country as it entered 2017,
with hilly areas receiving heavy snowfall and others getting heavy rains. Though an inconvenience
for locals, tourists in areas like at Malka-i-Kohsar in Murree were delighted with the weather
change even though a massive gridlock was created according to the local traffic wardens.

According to the report aired by a private news channel, the main Mall Road in the hill resort was
overcrowded with a noticeable hike in shopping spree. Demand for piping hot food, especially tea,
desserts and sweets, has also risen in the area. Similarly, severe cold is prevailing in Quetta,
Kallat, Peshawar and other hilly areas of the country while the chilly weather continues in
Islamabad, Rawalpindi and Lahore.

QUETTA: It continued to snow in most parts of Balochistan and its provincial capital Quetta for the
second straight day on Sunday 15 January, 2017, blocking roads and causing shortage of food.

The first snow of the season that hit the province on Saturday broke the previous 12-year-record of
snowfall. A number of vehicles got stuck between Mangocher and Khad Kocha on Karachi
highway linking to Quetta. Uptill now, Kozak Top has received four-feet of snow.

People including children and women have been stuck due to heavy snowfall and awaiting aid.
Rain and snow in Quetta have dropped the temperature further. Two inches of snowfall were
recorded in Ziarat which caused road blockades. Kalat received seven inches of snow, in the first
snowfall of the season. Meanwhile, Zhob received snowfall after 15 years.

Balochistan govt issues travel alert

Balochistan government has issued a warning in which it advised people not to take Karachi to
Quetta highway.

A travel-warning was also issued for Sibbi, Ziarat and Chaman areas. The provincial ministry in its
advisory said that people should only travel in case of extreme emergency. The government also
advised the administration and police to make arrangements for food and other basic necessities.

Pak Army starts relief work in snow-hit areas

According to the ISPR, Army started relief activities in the areas where snow has disrupted daily
lives. Several roads were blocked due to snow, some of which have been cleared including the
Lowari tunnel, Quetta to Sukkur road and Taftan highways, according to the ISPR.

The flow of traffic has recommenced on Chaman-Quetta's Shahrah-e-Kozak, after up to two foot of
snow was cleared by Frontier Works Organisation. Moreover, crisis management centres have
been established in Quetta, Sibbi, Ziarat, Pishin, Loralai, Kalat and Khuzdar to deal with untoward
incidents.

Ministry of Climate Change, UNDP Pakistan and all four provinces have agreed to step up efforts
for Sustainable Land Management (SLM) to combat desertification and land degradation issues
facing the country. This was agreed at a high-profile meeting held at the Ministry of Climate
Change which is leading the efforts in partnership with UNDP, Global Environment Facility (GEF)
and all four provinces.

Action Plan for 2017 was agreed during the high-level Programme Steering Committee (PSC)
meeting of Sustainable Land Management Programme (SLMP, Phase-ll) held at ministry’s
secretariat in Islamabad.

The progress of the programme in four provinces of Pakistan was discussed and programme’s
achievements were appreciated by the members of the Committee who approved stepping up of
Sustainable Land Management (SLM) up-scaling activities in 2017 through diversified interventions
including integrated provincial policies, technical trainings, effective land use planning with
Geographic Information System (GIS) and implementation of climate-resilient activities in
partnership with communities across landscapes in the country.

Chairing the meeting, Secretary Ministry of Climate Change, Syed Abu Ahmad Akif emphasized
importance of combating desertification and land degradation in Pakistan’s context and
appreciated program’s achievements, he said, “Better management of land resources through this
program will go a long way in poverty reduction, better livelihoods, food security and improved
ecosystems in the country.”

Joint Secretary of Ministry of Climate Change and the National Program Director of SLMP (Phase-
1), Ishrat Ali, informed the meeting about how the programme is introducing modern approaches
and advanced technologies in Pakistan’s areas affected by land degradation and under the risk of
desertification. Mr. Amanullah Khan, Assistant Country Director, UNDP (Environment Unit),
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Met department forecasts
rain, snow to continue till

Wednesday
The News, January 15, 2017

Large aggregations of
Purpleback squid
attributed to climate

change
The News, January 15, 2017

NA recommends bringing
Met Department under

Climate Change Ministry
Daily Times, January 13, 2017
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emphasized to bring provinces upfront in SLM activities and institutionalize these activities in their
development portfolios. Earlier, National Program Coordinator, Hamid Marwat presented a
complete overview of the activities executed in 2016 and highlighted the impact of the program
activities in target districts and communities. SLMP’s Annual Work Plan for 2017, to combat land
degradation and desertification in Pakistan, was presented in the meeting which PSC approved.

Second phase of the Sustainable Land Management Program (SLMP-Il) is an is an up-scaling
phase of the SLMP pilot phase project to be implemented in 14 dry land districts in 4 provinces.
With support from United Nations Development Program (UNDP) Pakistan and Global
Environment Facility (GEF), the program became operational in September 2015.

ISLAMABAD: The Met department has forecasted that rain and snow will continue to shower till
Wednesday 18 January 2017.

The good news is that during the next 72 hours, most areas of Balochistan along with a few
regions in Sindh, Islamabad, Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, FATA, Kashmir and Gilgit Baltistan will
witness heavy rain, thunder and snow. There will be continuous snowfall on mountain peaks in the
northern areas.

Earlier, it was forecasted that snow and rain will happen till Monday but now it has been made
clear that the session will continue till Wednesday. The Pakistan Meteorological Department
(PMD) has stated that Skardu had minus 14 degree Celsius, which is the lowest in cities on
Saturday. Temperature in other cities was recorded to be; minus 10 degree Celsius in Kalam,
minus 7 degree Celsius in Gilgit and Astore, minus 6 degree Celsius Malam Jaba and minus 5
degree Celsius in Rawlakot. However, minus 3 degree Celsius was recorded in Quetta, Chitral and
Murree.

KARACHI: Climate change is playing an important role in the ecosystem dynamic of the Arabian
Sea as fishermen have reported an unusual increase in the population of Purpleback flying squid
in Pakistani waters during November 2016 to January 2017.

The fishermen have been sighting increase in the occurrence of oceanic (Sthenoteuthis
oualaniensis), sometimes caught in their gillnets. In the beginning of this year, they located
unprecedented concentration of this squid in offshore waters between 200 and 240 N both along
Sindh and Balochistan coasts especially in the Khori Great Bank along Sindh coast and in off
Malan along Balochistan coast.

This squid lives in open waters from the surface down to depths of around 1,000 m of ocean. It
exhibits diurnal vertical migration and moves from deeper layers to surface or shallower waters
during night. Commenting on the development, Rab Nawaz, Senior Director Programmes, WWF-
Pakistan stressed the need for studying long term changes in the oceanographic factors that may
result in increase of certain species. Occurrence of bloom of jellyfish in December, 2016 and that
of purpleback flying squid indicates that climate change is playing important role in the ecosystem
dynamic of the Arabian Sea, he added.

Japanese Research Vessel “R/V Shoyo Maru” during the survey in 1975 located dense
concentration of this squid about 90 nautical miles off Pasni Balochistan. They observed that
purpleback flying squid seemed to inhabit the 120-200 m depth layers during daytime. A positive
light attraction effect due to the vessels light was observed during night time. Acoustic survey
revealed that the squids are widely and abundantly distributed in the offshore waters in the region.
However, in 1976 this research vessel again conducted acoustic surveys but could not locate any
such concentrations.

It is also interesting that in some other areas of Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf unprecedented
occurrence of purpleback flying squid was observed during November and December 2016.
Fishermen in Fujairah, U. A. E. caught large number of this oceanic squid in November 2016.
Similarly, very high catches of this species were recorded from Oman.

From both these areas these squids were processed and exported. However, processing industry
in Pakistan has not yet taken any such step for harvesting, processing and export of this squid.
Muhammad Moazzam Khan, Technical Advisor (Marine Fisheries) WWF-Pakistan pointed out that
abundant occurrence of purpleback flying squid in the Arabian can be attributed to long term
changes in oceanic regime.

‘Climate change may have also influenced the unprecedented appearance of the oceanic squids in
Pakistani waters. As this species is found in abundance, therefore, there is an opportunity for the
Pakistan’s fisheries industry to gear up for exporting this high priced commodity to Far East Asian
countries.’

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly's Standing Committee on Climate Change recommended
that Pakistan Meteorological Department should be brought under the Climate Change Ministry.
The Committee met here at parliament house on Thursday under the chairmanship of MNA Dr.
Hafeez-ur-Rehman Darishak. The committee discussed the terms, conditions and policy for the
'think tank on climate change.' While briefing the committee, DG Environment Irfan Tariq said that
the think tank was the consultative forum of experts on climate change, which was established in
2015.

Weather expert Dr. Qamar Zaman is its convener and it has 35 members. He said that the climate
change ministry was acting as the facilitator of the think tank but it was a matter of great concern
that this was the only meeting held since its inception. MNA Imran Zafar Leghari of PPPP
expressed his apprehensions that the Sindh province did not have any representation in the think
tank and said that it should only be comprised of parliamentarians. "Sindh is among the provinces
most likely to suffer from climate change. Is Sindh is not part of Pakistan?"

MNA Murad Saeed of PTI supported Leghari's viewpoint and demanded that KP should also be
National g
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given representation in the think tank. On the occasion, exchange of heated words took place
between Legahri and Federal Minister for Climate Change Zahid Hamid. The minister was of the
view that the think tank was formed hurriedly before the Paris Agreement on climate change. But
after intervention from other committee members, he agreed to give representation to Sindh in the
think tank.

He said that Pakistan was the seventh most negatively impacted country in the world from climate
change. He said that the provinces should also take measures to reduce climate change effects.
He said that though the development of the forests was a provincial subject, the federal
government had allocated Rs 2 billion for it. He said that ministry prepared report of Intended
Nationally Determined Contributions (INDC) of Pakistan. The report has been prepared through a
broad consultation process and taking into consideration the Vision 2025 of the Planning
Commission, National Climate Change Policy, National Disaster Risk management Policy and a
host of other relevant documents. The report noted that future greenhouse gas emissions of
Pakistan were likely to have grown considerably given the forecasted economic growth and
expansion in the energy sector, especially the usage of coal.

Balochistan's Secretary of Environment said that his province was facing the problem of shortage
of water and the ground water table was declining with the passage of time. He demanded support
from the federal government to address the issue. The Standing Committee also suggested that
the think tank should reviewed, broadened and all provinces should be given equal nomination.

Climate change: Pakistan ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s vulnerability to the impacts of climate change has been increasing with
at seventh among top 10 the passage of time despite that its contribution to the global warming is very much negligible. It is

) currently on the seventh position among the world top 10 countries vulnerable to the vagaries of
S BV NETE I ERINHGERIN  climate change and global warming.

The News, January 13, 2017

Pakistan’s greenhouse gas emission is less than a percent of global emission, but still it is most
vulnerable to its impacts. “In 2015, Pakistan was at the 8th position and now it is on the 7th place
among top 10 countries of the world which are most vulnerable to the climate change,” Zahid
Hamid, Minister for Climate Change, said this while presiding over the UNIDO’s Cleantech Awards
distribution ceremony here. The awards were distributed under the Global Cleantech Innovation
Programme (GCIP) of UNIDO.

GCIP is a global programme, aimed at supporting and converting innovations in the field of clean
technologies into successful businesses. The innovations focused on the five categories of
renewable energy, energy efficiency, water efficiency, waste to energy and green buildings.

During the third cycle of the programme this year, GCIP supported 82 SMEs and startups in
Pakistan through a comprehensive programme of extensive mentoring, training, access to
investors and showcasing opportunities.

Winners received awards ranging from $20,000 (National Winner) to $15,000 (4 runner-up prizes),
including a prize for the most promising woman-led business. As part of the package, all winners
will receive a funded opportunity of mentorship and training during their exposure visit to the
Silicon Valley, USA.

Speaking on the occasion, Minister Zahid Hamid stressed the importance of innovation in clean
technology in mitigating harmful impacts of climate change. The minister specifically appreciated
the role of the UNIDO and its partners in arranging this competition, to foster green
entrepreneurship and introduce viable solutions to the current energy crisis in Pakistan. He
reiterated his ministry’s continued support to this endeavour. PCST Chairman Prof Dr Anwarul
Hassan Gilani, highlighted the role of PCST in supporting entrepreneurship in Pakistan, particularly
in clean technologies to ensure sustainability of the ongoing initiatives. He also reiterated the
possible role of PCST as hub of activities of National Cleantech Platform of UNIDO.

The UNIDO Representative to Pakistan, Mr Esam Alqgararah, while addressing the ceremony,
shared the UNIDO’s vision on energy and environment and the efforts UNIDO in promoting
renewable energy and clean technologies in Pakistan. Alqgararah pinpointed the importance of
renewable energy and energy efficiency in the development of the country. He reiterated UNIDO’s
commitment to further strengthening the cooperation with the Ministry of Climate Change.

The GCIP Project Manager from UNIDO HQ Alois Mhlanga highlighted the significance of
innovations in clean technologies and appreciated the achievements of GCIP in Pakistan. He
highlighted the prospects and need of sustainability of this programme through national partners.

The ceremony was attended by more than 250 high ranking officials and dignitaries, ambassadors,
international donor agencies, rectors and vice chancellors of universities, representatives from
government institutions including allied departments of MoCC, representatives from industries,
investors, Ministry of Industries and production, Climate Change Division, chambers of commerce
and industry and private sector stakeholders and GEF cell.

Given the significance and contribution of small businesses to the promotion of job creation and
overall economic development of Pakistan, UNIDO is implementing "Global Cleantech Innovation
Programme for SMEs and Start-ups" focusing on the promotion of innovations in clean
technologies, funded by the Global Environment Facility and supported by its strategic partners,
Pakistan Council for Science and Technology (PCST), National Productivity Organisation (NPO),
Pakistan Institute of Management (PIM) and international Knowledge partner - The Cleantech
Open USA, since 2014.

The Programme is currently running in six countries, including Pakistan, and aims at developing a
sustainable entrepreneurship ecosystem, while supporting clean technology innovations in SMEs
and startup entrepreneurs to maximise their opportunities to achieve sustainable commercial
success, with the help of Cleantech Open's proven model to support cleantech startups and SMEs
for the implementation of the acceleration programme in Pakistan.
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Chitral must be linked with

CPEC
Daily Times, January 12, 2017

Stakeholders Meeting held
under the Chairman
Senate Standing

Committee on Climate
Change for Comparison of
Agriculture and Climate

Models for Pakistan
Express Tribune, January 11, 2017
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The programme is focused on enhancing both emerging cleantech start-ups and the local
entrepreneurial ecosystem and policy framework in Pakistan. A competition-based approach is
used to identify the most promising entrepreneurs across the country, whilst a local acceleration
programme supports, promotes and “de-risks” the participating companies and connects them to
potential investors, customers and partners.

ISLAMABAD: Ahsan Igbal, Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Reform, said the
government must link Chitral to the tremendous trade and economic opportunities that will arise
from the opening of the Lowari Tunnel and the CPEC projects.

Addressing a round-table conference 'Devising our own Destiny: A Model for Collaborative
Partnership for Inclusive and Sustainable Growth in Chitral' hosted by Pakistan Poverty Alleviation
Fund (PPAF) in collaboration with the Federal, Provincial and District Governments of Chitral, he
said Chitral District is particularly vulnerable to natural disasters with the frequency of such
disasters increasing every few years. The organizations gathered here are critically important in
helping mitigate the effects of climate change and build disaster resilient communities and
structures.

It will take the full support, technical assistance and resources of all the stakeholders present here
to ensure that Chitral is protected from the effects of climate change and natural disasters, Ahsan
Igbal said. The preservation and promotion of the unique cultural heritage of the region and
sustainable planned economic growth that does not damage the fragile social balance of Chitral is
also a concern."

Qazi Azmat Isa, CEO of PPAF, said PPAF has invested in the social capital in Chitral for 15 years
and now we are convening all the stakeholders to create a unique model of sustainable and
inclusive development which will make Chitral a model district in KP. He added Chitral has been
cut off from the mainstream because of the location throughout the year and the climate in winters.
We are at a juncture in time when the Lowari Tunnel and the CPEC routes will make travel to and
from Chitral much easier and therefore much more frequent.

Stefano Pontecorvo, ltalian Ambassador to Pakistan spoke about the Italian commitment to
Pakistan and development in Chitral. He said he believes that Pakistan will be one of the most
leading countries in the next 10 years. Thomas Drew, British High Commissioner to Pakistan
spoke about his many visits to Chitral which he saw as a haven of peace, diversity and natural
beauty. He fully supported the stakeholder commitment to sustainable development in Chitral.

A meeting of stakeholders for AGMIP Project of Pakistan was held at Meteorological Headquarter,
Islamabad which was attended by the large number of concerned organizations including Mr. Nisar
A Memon, Chairman Water Environment Forum (WEF) Pakistan, Dr. Qamar-uz-Zaman Chaudhry,
Climate Expert and DG Met. Mir Yusuf Badain, Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Climate
Change chaired the meeting. Agricultural Models Intercomparison (AgMIP) Project of Pakistan is
part of the global activity and it is lead by University of Agriculture Faisalabad and its second phase
is nearing the end. The project is aimed on identification of the best models suited for Pakistani
agroclimatic conditions keeping in view the future climatic trends. Pakistan Meteorological
Department has been providing the baseline climatic characteristics and future projections of
temperature and precipitation on district scale. Agricultural and economic models are being tested
by research teams of UAF for different cropping systems in Pakistan. On successful completion of
the first phase for Rice-Wheat cropping system where the results were very encouraging, the
second phase was launched in Cotton-Wheat system.

Dr. Ashfag Ahmad Chathha, Pl of the AgMIP project briefed the audience about the results
obtained in first and second phase in the light of past climate and highlighted the impacts changing
climate on future crop yields. He also presented the socio-economic impacts and suggested
various adaptation measures to counter the adverse effect of climate on food security. The
research findings of PMD indicated that temperature in agricultural plains has risen over the last 60
years and the increase in recent two decades was higher than the previous trend. Also the rate of
increase of night temperatures is greater that the increase noticed in day temperatures.
Agricultural experts identified that the increase in minimum temperature is responsible for the
decline in rice yield because it reverses the grain production process. Similarly, the untimely rains
have significantly impacted the crop production especially rains at the time of harvesting and
threshing caused pre-and post harvest losses. Abnormally wet weather conditions at critical stages
of crop growth and development promoted the growth of insects and pest which reduced the
quantity and quality of yield.

Future projections indicate that there will be no significant change in rainfall amount but its
temporal and spatial distribution will be highly influenced due to climate change. It means that
untimely rains may threaten the crop production in future increasing losses at maturity stage.
Temperatures are likely to increase @0.4C per decade in agricultural plains of Punjab and Sindh
which will ultimately increase the water requirement of crops and also heat wave conditions may
retard crop growth and development. High temperatures coupled with abnormally wet summer
climatic conditions in cotton zone may help pathogens to grow which may hamper the crop yield.
The scientists say that in the absence of adaptation measures, the anticipated losses and
uncertainty in crop production will be magnified many times over the prevailing scenarios.

The main findings of the projects are

° There would be increase in mean max. temperature of 2.5 oC & 3.6 °C and mean min.
temperature 2.7 °C & 3.8 oC under 4.5 and 8.5 RCPs, respectively for mid-century (2040-
2069)

. Decrease in rainfall would be about 33 & 52 % during cotton growing season and 36 & 42 %
during Wheat growing season under 4.5 & 8.5 RCPs, respectively for mid-century (2040-
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2069) for hot dry conditions

. Reduction in Cotton yield of 42% and wheat yield 4.5% under RCP 4.5 for mid-century
(2040-2069)

. Reduction in Cotton yield of about 47% and wheat yield 2 % in Cotton-wheat cropping
system under RCP 8.5 for mid-century (2040-2069)

Project teams have suggested adaptation packages
For Wheat
. Heat and drought tolerant cultivars should be developed

. Wheat should be sown 10 days earlier for those farmers whose sow their crop after 20
November

. Plant population should be increased by 10%

. Urea fertilizer should be applied with irrigation water
For Cotton

. Heat and drought tolerant cultivars should be developed

. Balanced used of fertilizer should be applied

. Row spacing should be increase from 75 cm to 85 cm

(O 1ET NIV T ETWAC IEEE T ISLAMABAD: A number of ghost district disaster management authorities (DDMA) exist across
Pakistan, The Express Tribune has learnt.

bodies exist on paper only
SN NI ki An official working closely with the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) said that
there are many districts across the country where DDMAs exist only on papers. A National Post
Monsoon 2016 Review Conference was held to identify gaps, record the lessons learnt and to
devise most appropriate strategy for future. “Pakistan has to suffer great human loss in natural
calamities every year because of the absence of DDMAs,” the official said.

Furthermore due to the absence of these DDMAs, the Provincial Disaster Management Authorities
(PDMAs) are unable to provide accurate details to the NDMA,” he said. Considering the impact of
climate change on Pakistan there is a dire need to have active DDMAs in every district of the
country along with trained human resources, he said.

Meanwhile, a statement issued by the NDMA chairman Major General Asghar Nawaz highlighted
the paucity of trained workforce. “Shortage of human resources is a major concern and a setback
for capacity building,” he said.

He specifically emphasised that response must be configured according to the degree of
vulnerability for optimum utilisation of resources, improvement in response to urban flooding in
major city centres, rationalisation of requirement of rescue equipment at district level by taking into
account equipment held by the army and provinces, completion of flood protection work before
June 2017, standardisations of reporting format and creations of synergy in relief efforts.

Chairman NDMA appreciated the collaborative role of various federal and provincial departments
to mitigate the flood threat during monsoon season 2016. He stated that climate change presents a
real threat and emphasised over the need to further strengthen integrated coordination mechanism
amongst all relevant stakeholders in order to ensure better preparedness.
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Senate unanimously
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Pakistan statement
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Rangers' policing powers

end in Karachi
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Govt moves for speedy
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DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: The Senate on Monday unanimously passed a resolution condemning the
statement of the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi against Pakistan.

During the recently held BRICS Summit in Goa, India, Modi had attributed terrorism to Pakistan
and drew a parallel between India and Israel evoking a parallel between Kashmir and Palestine.
The resolution moved by Sehar Kamran appreciated the reaction of the international community to
this baseless propaganda by the Indian prime minister. It said that the statement made by the
Indian premier was an effort to divert the attention of the international community from the Indian
atrocities against the people of Occupied Kashmir. The resolution reiterated that there will be no
compromise on the sovereignty and defence of Pakistan and our resolve to fight against terrorism
and contribute towards bringing peace and harmony in the world.

The House passed another resolution recommending the government to launch a scheme for
provision of interest-free loans to farmers for installation of solar tubewells in the country. The
resolution was moved by Chaudhry Tanvir Khan. The House passed another resolution
recommending the government to start evening and night shifts in the dispensaries in the rural
areas of Islamabad in order to make the medical facility available round the clock to the people
living in those areas.

The special policing powers granted to Pakistan Rangers, Sindh, by the provincial government
under Anti-Terrorism Act of 1997 to carry out raids and arrest suspects ended on Monday.

The government had extended the Rangers' policing powers on October 18, 2016, for 90 days
thus entitling them to carry out raids, snap checking and arresting the people in the provincial
capital only. Sindh government, however, had not issued any official statement in connection with
extension of the powers by the end of the day.

Earlier in the evening, following a cabinet meeting, Adviser to Sindh Chief Minister on Information
Moula Bux Chandio told reporters that no discussion was done in the meeting regarding the
extension in powers of Rangers in Karachi. "We had many issues on our agenda in the cabinet
meeting but due to the burning issue of census, all others were deferred," he said. PPP-led Sindh
government has repeatedly announced that the extension of Rangers powers was subject to the
approval from the provincial cabinet.

Sources in Sindh Home Department told Dawn that policing powers of the paramilitary force ended
on Sunday. The official sources revealed that a summary to this effect for granting extension of
powers to the paramilitary force was moved to the Sindh chief minister nearly a month ago but he
has not approved the summery as yet. The sources told Dawn that the provincial government had
“some reservations” over the Rangers’s recent action particularly raids on offices of a businessman
in limits of Kharadar and Saddar police station. The paramilitary force had also detained some
persons from there, who were released later on. The Rangers official had also lodged FIR against
the businessman who was widely believed to be very close to the former president of Pakistan
under Anti-Terrorism Act. Sources added that the provincial government wanted to get “some
assurances” from the Rangers to avoid such actions in future.

ISLAMABAD: Owing to the time-tested obsession of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif with special
courts to quickly dispense justice to dangerous criminals, the federal government is putting in place
adequate legal tools and instruments to achieve the objective if no parliamentary consensus was
worked out on the military courts.

In this connection, Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan’s statement that separate laws are
being framed for terrorists and those involved in sectarian violence is an unambiguous pointer to
the fact that he and his ministry will play the lead role in introducing a fast track system of
dispensation of justice in cases involving terrorism. Even when the military courts functioned for
two years, the interior ministry used to examine, scrutinize and select the cases, which were
recommended by other authorities including provincial governments.

A senior cabinet minister told The News that in the first instance, the government’s effort is to
hammer out an agreement on extending the powers of the military courts to try civilian terrorists of
all hue and colour, which lapsed on Jan 7 as the sundown clause in the 21st constitutional
amendment became operative. But he conceded that given the strong opposition by a majority of
political and parliamentary parties there is little or no likelihood that a consensus would be arrived
at further involvement of military courts in trying the “jet black” terrorists.

The Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) and Jamaat-e-Islami are
firmly opposed to the extension of the authority of the military courts and consistently ran a
campaign to the effect. The stand they have taken has not left any room for a compromise.

The government’s dilemma is that it is in no position to amend the Constitution single-handed to
give powers to the military courts as it doesn’t have the requisite two-thirds majority in the
parliament. Even if it is able to manage such a tally in the National Assembly with tremendous
difficulty, it doesn’t have this number in the Senate, controlled by the opposition especially the
PPP, which is in no mood to cooperate with the government. However, it can easily amend the
Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA) or frame another ordinary law to promulgate it through an ordinance,
which will be laid before the parliament later. It will be able to push it through the National
Assembly but would be incapacitated to do so in the Senate. As an alternative in the wake of the
approach and policy of the political parties to the military courts, the government is exploring other
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options. One of them is strengthening the law while another is increasing the number of such
courts with enhanced powers. However, all this will need a consensus. As the military courts’
authority exhausted, all the cases pending before them were immediately transferred to the
existing Anti-Terrorism Courts (ATCs) where the pace of adjudication is not very fast compared to
that of the army officers led forums.

Way back in 1997 in his second stint as prime minister, Nawaz Sharif had enacted the ATA, which
continues to be in operation till today. It has been amended from time to time to tighten it further so
that criminals could not escape the net. A Nawaz Sharif government had also even allowed the
military courts to work because of the prime minister's passion to swiftly dispose of cases of
toughened criminals. Considering his preference, there is no doubt that the premier will take solid
steps for speedy trial of such offenders.

Since the enactment of the ATA, there have been umpteen complaints that it has also been
frequently misused by influential people while registering cases with police against their rivals.
They had managed to include the ATA clauses in these cases even when there was no legal
justification for that. But as a whole the ATCs have worked promptly and convicted a large number
of dangerous criminals at a fast track, much better than the ordinary courts. However, still their
pace has been much slow compared to the military courts. Even when the cases had been
decided by the ATCs, they had been stuck up in two tiers of appeals, first in a high court and then
in the Supreme Court, consuming years to conclude. This dents the actual objective of the law,
which is that the cases should be dealt with very speedily. However, in the case of decisions of the
military courts no appeals were allowed to high court or the Supreme Court. But still the
convictions had been challenged in high courts through writ petitions. A number of such pleas are
pending disposal in different high courts.

Dar assures US of ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar said on Monday that Pakistan was
Pakistan's commitment to committed to root out terrorism and violent extremism; and the initiation of 'Operation Zarb e Azb'
eradicate terrorism in 2014 was a clear manifestation of the government's resolve.

Daily Times, January 16, 2017 The Finance Minister was talking to Commander US Central Command, General Joseph Votel,
who called on him. Defence Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif and ISI DG Lt Gen Naveed
Mukhtar also participated in the meeting, according to a press statement issued by the Finance
Ministry. Welcoming General Votel, the finance minister stated that Pakistan attaches great
importance to its relations with the United States and wishes to further enhance the political and
military cooperation between the two countries. He said that US support has been critical for the
efforts against the menace of terrorism and violent extremism and hoped that such cooperation
would continue in the future. He stated that the operation was launched and sustained through
country's own resources, adding that the operation also resulted in displacement of a large number
of people, for whom the government made adequate arrangements, resulting in additional
unbudgeted financial costs. The minister reiterated Pakistan's desire for peace and stability in
Afghanistan, which was essential for regional stability. He stated that effective coordination among
stakeholders and comprehensive political reconciliation process in Afghanistan was imperative to
achieve these objectives. He said that the improvement in security and economic conditions would
also ensure early return of Afghan refugees from Pakistan to their homeland. He also shared with
the CENTCOM chief Pakistan's efforts for effective border management and stressed on the need
for enhancement of similar efforts on the Afghan side. The finance minister reiterated Pakistan's
resolve not to allow its soil to be used against any country.

The CENTCOM chief stated that the US acknowledged the human and material sacrifices made by
Pakistan in fighting terrorism. He emphasised that continued military cooperation between the two
countries was essential, adding that the commitment of the political and military leadership of
Pakistan to counter terrorism was greatly appreciated. The US Commander expressed that the
improved security and economic environment in Pakistan was heartening. He hoped that the
CPEC initiative will further strengthen Pakistan's economy, according to the statement. The
CENTCOM chief stated that robust border management was important for both Pakistan and
Afghanistan. He assured US support to the two countries in this regard.

Army chief rubbishes Commander United States Central Command (US CENTCOM) General Joseph L Votel called on
Afghanistan’s claim army chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa at the General Headquarters (GHQ) and discussed the

linking Pakistan with terror security situation in Afghanistan.

attacks “[Speaking] with reference to the recent terror incidents and follow up rhetoric from certain factions
implicating Pakistan, the army chief said blame game is detrimental to enduring peace and
stability,” the military’s media wing ISPR said in a statement. Earlier during the day, Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani told Gen Bajwa that those who recently launched attacks in Afghanistan
“lived, were recruited and operated freely in Pakistan and no action was taken against them.”

Express Tribune, January 16, 2017

Afghan attackers ‘live, recruit and operate’ in Pakistan, Ghani tells army chief

“The COAS highlighted that Pakistan has undertaken operations against terrorists of all hue and
colour and there are no safe havens inside the country to be used against Afghanistan,” statement
added. Gen Bajwa expressed his commitment to work in close coordination with Afghanistan and
US Resolute Support Mission (RSM) for improved security environment in the Pak-Afghan border
region.

In this regard, the COAS emphasised requirement of Pak-Afghan bilateral border security and
intelligence-sharing mechanisms. “Pakistan supports and looks forward to and Afghan-led and
Afghan-owned peace and reconciliation process,” he said. He also highlighted the importance
Pakistan accords to its relations with the US, particularly cooperation in counter-terrorism and
regional stability.

No safe havens in Pakistan for terrorists: COAS: The visiting dignitary acknowledged and
appreciated Pakistan Army’s successes in fight against terrorism and continued efforts for bringing
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peace and stability in the region. Earlier on arrival at GHQ, a contingent of Pakistan Army
presented Guard of Honour to the visiting dignitary. General Votel also laid a floral wreath at
Yadgar-e-Shuhada to pay homage to the martyrs.

MANDI BAHAUDDIN-The Pakistan Ex-Servicemen Society (PESS) condemned the recent
remarks made by Punjab Minister Rana Sanaullah about military courts’ performance. The other
day, the minister had said that the performance of military courts was not up to the mark. In a
meeting held at DASB Camp office here on Friday, the PESS office-bearers said Pak Army had
been fighting against terrorism since 2001, laying down their lives, and losing limbs to restore
government writ. The army took on military courts when judiciary and civil administration had failed
to control terrorism despite having large police force and judiciary at their disposal, they said.

During the last two years, military courts tried terrorists and punished them under the law and
reduced terrorism in the country, they noted. On the other hand all government and national
institutions’ performance had deteriorated badly, they said. “Politicians are only seen on TV shows
blaming each other, giving no attention to issues of public,” they said. They paid glowing tributes to
their serving brethren for tackling terrorism bravely and with fortitude. They also paid rich tributes
to those injured and martyred in the Zarb e Azb. The veterans said their hearts and thoughts were
with their serving brothers and they would not tolerate any bad remarks against armed forces of
Pakistan. They also praised COAS General Qamar Javed Bajwas for making pledge to uphold
dignity and credibility of Pakistan army through selfless performance of their role and duties, in his
address to Kharian Garrison officers. The meeting was arranged and presided over by Chief Petty
Officer Muhammad Aslam who is President PESS Mandi Bahauddin City. The meeting also
condoled the death of Sindh Governor Saeeduzzaman Sadiquee and prayed eternal peace for
him. public service claim : Serving public has been the manifesto of the PML-N since day first in
the politics and no one could deter the party from this noble duty.

District Council chairman Sardar Azhar Khan Leghari stated at a meeting with the party office
bearers and workers here. He pledged not to let down the PML-N voters who have honoured the
party with their trust, saying with functioning of the locals’ bodies.

A new period of development in RY Khan district has been started. He also urged the LB
representatives to make all-out efforts to resolve public problems at their doorsteps. PML-N office
bearers Haji Khadim and Khalid Mehmood Saeedi were also present on the occasion.

ISLAMABAD: The Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region will continue to tighten security along the
border with Pakistan and other neighbouring countries to prevent terrorists from entering or leaving
the region illegally in the coming year, the chairman of the region said. Xinjiang, which borders
eight countries, including Pakistan and Afghanistan, has been China’s main battleground in the
fight against terrorism.

According to a China Daily’s report, tighter controls will add to the entry-exit measures that were
put in place in 2016, said the region’s chairman Shohrat Zakir, in his work report at the annual
session of the Xinjiang People’s Congress in Urumgi in last week.

Many terrorists who carried out attacks in the region in recent years received training abroad and
then entered illegally. Some also fled across the border, said , a top Party official of southern
Xinjiang’s Kashgar prefecture Aniwar Turson. “We need to make sure not a single terrorist can get
in or out of Xinjiang, especially when our neighbouring countries are facing rising terrorist threats,”
Aniwar said.

On the evening of Jan 8, three terror suspects were killed in a police raid in southern Xinjiang’s
Hotan prefecture, according to local media, the report added. The suspects resisted arrest and
were shot dead at around 8 pm. No police officers were hurt, according to Ts.cn, a news portal
affiliated with the regional government. The suspects were believed to have conducted an attack in
April 2015.

Another Hotan official Azez Musar, said terrorist cells are particularly active in border areas in
Xinjiang. “We must improve our ability to detect suspicious activities in those areas and conduct
strict inspections near the borders in accordance with the law,” he said. It has been more than four
months since former Party chief Chen Quanguo of the Tibet autonomous region, stepped in as the
new top leader of Xinjiang.

Chen sees keeping the region stable as the overriding political goal and is directing Xinjiang
officials to make that their top priority. He said officials would be evaluated based on the security
situation.

GWADAR: China has handed over two ships to Pakistan Navy for joint security along the sea
route of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. The Chinese officials, who reached Gwadar aboard
the ships, handed the ships over to their Pakistani counterparts at a ceremony at Gwadar Port.
Commander of Pakistan Fleet Vice Admiral Arifullah Hussaini received the ships, which have been
named after two nearby rivers Hingol and Basole.

Speaking at the handing-over ceremony, Vice Admiral Arifullah Hussain said the Chinese ships
have become part of the Pakistan Navy, and they will be deployed for the security of the Gwadar
port and the sea route of CPEC. The Chinese government will provide two more ships namely
Dasht and Zhob to Pakistan Navy. Work on the ships is in progress in China and will be completed
soon.

CPEC - A BACKGROUND
In April 2015, China and Pakistan launched a plan for energy and infrastructure projects in

Pakistan worth $46 billion, linking their economies and underscoring China’s economic ambitions
in Asia and beyond.

China’s President Xi Jinping arrived in Pakistan on April 15, 2015 to oversee the signing of
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agreements aimed at establishing a China-Pakistan Economic Corridor between Pakistan’s
southern Gwadar port on the Arabian Sea and China’s Xinjiang region. The plan, which would
eclipse U.S. spending in Pakistan over the last decade or so, is part of China’s aim to forge “Silk
Road” land and sea ties to markets in the Middle East and Europe. The corridor, a network of
roads, railways and pipelines, will pass through Balochistan. The two sides also agreed to
strengthen cooperation in civil nuclear energy, space and maritime technology, counter-terrorism
and defense.

Pakistan is of the view that China will provide up to $37 billion in investment for energy projects to
generate 16,400 MW of power. Concessional loans will cover nearly $10 billion of infrastructure
projects.

Xi said it cemented an “all-weather strategic cooperative partnership” between the neighbors.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said the corridor would transform Pakistan into a regional hub and
give China a shorter and cheaper route for trade with much of Asia, the Middle East and Africa.

Options being mulled for ISLAMABAD - Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali yesterday said the government is trying to bring
speedy terror trials: Nisar in a system for speedy trial of terrorists and reiterated his stance that sectarian organisations will
The Nation, January 15, 2017 have to be treated differently from terrorist outfits.

Speaking to the media at Kalar Syedan, he said that a number of political parties had reservations
over the extension of military courts mandate, adding different options were being considered to
set up a judicial system for fast track trial of terrorists. He said that work was being done to make a
new law combining POPA (Protection of Pakistan Act) and ATA (Anti Terrorism Act) but solution to
the problem depends on the consultations with the political parties. Defending his earlier remarks
given in the Senate, Nisar said that banned sectarian organisations should be graded separately
from other banned terrorist outfits. Separate rules would have to be framed for those organisations
which were proscribed in the past because of their sectarian character to clear a lot of confusion
over the issue, the interior minister said.

The sectarian outfits, both Sunni and Shia, which were proscribed due to conflicts based on
sectarian differences and they must not be clubbed with other terrorist groups which out rightly
reject the state and its system and pursue the agenda of mass murders.

Defending his meeting with ‘Maulana’ Muhammad Ahmed Ludhianvi — chief of banned sectarian
organisation Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat (ASWJ) — he said he was not the only one to meet heads of
Sunni and Shia sectarian organisations as the PPP leaders too have been meeting them.

Earlier this week, Nisar had said in the Senate that banned sectarian organisations could not be
equated with the banned terrorist organisations and his remarks had invited widespread criticism
from the opposition parties. "I left no space or leverage for any militant or terrorist organisation in
my speech (made in the Senate) but some people misinterpreted it without reading it," the minister
said and admitted that he had talked about the difference between the two types of banned
organisations. On one side are those terrorist outfits which have no space in Pakistan, their
leaders are either eliminated in police encounters or they are in jail while on the other side are
proscribed sectarian organisations," he said, adding there were no cases against such sectarian
organisations and they have been existing in the country for decades.

This is unfair to link everything to ‘Maulana’ Muhammad Ahmed Ludhianvi, he said while again
giving a justification of his meeting with ASWJ chief. Whether Allama Sajid Naqvi is a terrorist or
Agha Hamid Ali Shah Moosvi can be connected with some banned organisation, the minister said
while referring to the leaders of Shia organisations. He answered the question himself in the same
breath, "Not at all as they are patriots but the organisations they are linked with were proscribed in
the past." The minister also defended his statement that Sunni-Shia conflict was 1,300 years old.
"What is wrong with my statement,” he asked. He further said that these conflicts and bloodsheds
were a part of Islamic history.

Chaudhry Nisar lashed out at the PPP for its criticism on his remarks in the Upper House calling
the opposition party’s reaction ‘mere allegations and unnecessary criticism’. Nisar said that some
media circles also toed the same line and used the language of PPP that was surprising and
painful for him. He called it “professional dishonesty". "What trouble PPP has with me, all know,"
he said while giving a veiled reference to the corruption cases against some PPP leaders. The
minister said that all photographs were on record in which PPP leadership had been meeting with
the leadership of secretion organisations. He said that his recent meeting with PPP Senator Dr
Babar Awan was personal in nature.

To a question about the outcome of the inquiry committee headed by Justice (r) Amir Raza Khan
formed to probe leaks of national security meetings, the minister said he was not answerable in
this regard as the federal government (and not his ministry) had formed this committee. He
however said that he had showed his reservations for twice extending the deadline for the
committee to probe the matter. "I have come to know that the report of the committee is ready and
would be presented to the government in next few days," he added. About the recent abduction of
five social media and human rights activists, Nisar said that security and intelligence agencies
were trying to recover the missing persons. He clarified that only one of the activists, Salman
Haider, had been kidnapped from Islamabad. "It requires sometime to uncover these incidents but
all efforts are being made to recover them at earliest,” he added. He said the policy of the
government is clear in this regard, hoping the matter would be resolved amicably.

Responding to a question about Justice Qazi Faez Esa report on Quetta terrorist attacks, Nisar
said his statement along with the stance of interior ministry would be submitted before the SC a
day or two before January 19 - the date of hearing of the case. He said that performance of his
ministry during last three and half years would be presented before the court. He said that the
orders of the transfer of inquiry officer in child-maid Tayyaba torture case had been reversed and
the officer would remain in his position. Explaining the re-verification campaign of CNICs, he said
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that his ministry had blocked 450,000 CNICs and that number remained just over 500 during the
previous regimes during 2008-13. “Similarly, | have cancelled 32,400 passports” issued to aliens,
he said. He admitted that all blocked CNICs were not illegal and those legal would be unblocked
soon as a parliamentary committee to oversee the process has been formed. "With this huge
number of blocked cards, you can see how this problem is deep-rooted because it had vested
interests. We will take the issue to its logical conclusion."

PPP Senator Saeed Ghani responding to Nisar’'s press conference said that PPP stance proved
correct that Chaudhry Nisar Khan was the biggest hurdle in implementation of the National Action
Plan. Senator Ghani said that truth has come in the open that interior minister has become a
spokesman of terrorist outfits. “Chaudhry Nisar is annoyed with the PPP because the party
opposes terrorists and it will continue to resist terror organisations.” Ghani said federal and Punjab
governments were not serious in implementing NAP and were avoiding action against terrorist
outfits in Punjab. He said that Nisar was continuing as interior minister even after the outing of
Quetta tragedy report that has raises several questions.

Terrorist attacks in Pakistan have fallen by 29 per cent on year-on-year basis in 2016 to 441
incidents, which is down 83pc from the peak of 2,586 incidents in 2009, according to Pakistan
Security Report 2016.

Within that, 85pc (78pc in 2015) of the attacks occurred in the areas of the federally administered
tribal areas (Fata), Baluchistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK), which accounts for 19pc of the
country's total population with no major agricultural, industrial or business activity. Here, effective
implementation of National Action Plan (NAP) and improvement in counterterrorism approach are
necessary to sustain/complement the gains. "Despite the significant improvement in the security
situation, Global Terrorism Index still categorises Pakistan as 4th most dangerous country, worse
than the India's 8th position", Zeeshan Afzal at Insight Securities said. However, terrorism in
Pakistan is declining compared to the region, therefore, we believe Pakistan position would
improve in global indices once recent security situation, based on 2016 data is incorporated, he
added. To recall, 2015 was the year when Pakistan, as a state and society, came up with the
resolution against terrorism, also called as National Action Plan (NAP). Under the plan, military
operations in Fata, Rangers-led surgical operations in Karachi, Frontier Constabulary's (FC)
counterinsurgency raids in Baluchistan and intelligence based operations in Punjab and KPK were
initiated. The marked improvement is much appraisable as Pakistan is amongst the five countries
(Iraq, Afghanistan, Nigeria, Pakistan & Syria) suffering the highest impact from the wave of global
terrorism. As the Pakistan forces have wiped out most of the first line militants, the half-trained are
now looking for soft targets while the rising ratio of unsuccessful attacks hints Pakistan is moving
towards terrorist cleanup.

"We believe the security situation would further improve in 2017 as Pakistan Army is continuing
with its operations and all social/religious/political groups are dissociating themselves from the
advocates of extremism. Pakistan story, which came in the limelight after the economic recovery,
energy projects initiations and CPEC, is complemented by improved security situation where
Pakistan benchmark equity index KSE100 is likely to re-rate to 56,000 levels by December 2017",
Zeeshan Afzal said.

The Chinese Ambassador Sun Weidong on Friday called on the Army Chief General Qamar Bajwa
and conveyed his country's satisfaction on the security arrangements for the China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC). The ambassador acknowledged and appreciated Pakistan's army
efforts on war against terrorism. Other matters of mutual interest including regional security were
also discussed during the meeting.

KARACHI: Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM)-London and MQM-Pakistan activists were
arrested by paramilitary personnel in the early hours of Saturday. Reports said that former Town
Nazim Faisal, associated with MQM-Pakistan was arrested from the Bahadurabad area. He was
shifted to an undisclosed location later. Police also arrested MQM-London activist Kamran from
Lyari’s Kilri area. Police alleged that the detainee had been involved in target killing and terrorism
cases.

Law enforcement agencies (LEAs) also arrested MQM-London member Basharat Hussain, though
his current location remains undisclosed. The forces had arrested senior MQM-London in-charge
Saathi Ishaq on Thursday. Rangers personnel had taken Ishaq into custody near the Sindh High
Court when he was about to leave for his house, said party leader Musatafa Azizabadi. MQM-
London Rabta Committee member, and Karachi University Assistant Registrar Arif Haider, was
also taken into custody. His location remained confidential information.

In the face of recent actions, MQM-London Convener Nadeem Nusrat appealed to the government
to stop LEAs from abducting his party workers. Nusrat pointed out that banned outfits had been
given a free hand by the state to operate in the city while a ban had been placed on political
activities to suppress the MQM. He claimed that former Gulshan-e-Igbal Town Nazim Javed
Ahmed had also been arrested by LEAs. He further added that the main rational was to prevent
people from participating in MQM London’s Istihkam —e- Pakistan rally.

ISLAMABAD: Former Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General (rtd) Raheel Sharif has been invited to
speak on terrorism at the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos.

A WEF spokesperson confirmed that Gen Sharif would take part in two sessions of the event to be
held on January 17.

His first session ‘terrorism in the digital age’ will discuss the fragmented struggles against major
militant groups such as Al Qaeda, the Islamic State and Boko Haram along with responsible
leadership in international security and resilience to the global network. The focus of the session
will be on terrorist organisations and the trend which sees them increasingly using sophisticated
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digital networks to signal allegiance to a wider movement, attack their enemies and manage
resources. The former COAS will also speak in the session on ‘Global security context’ which will
discuss “the noteworthy changes and emerging trends reshaping the international security
agenda”.

Pakistan already had significant representation at this year's forum with award winning
documentary filmmaker Sharmeen Obiad Chinoy being given the honour of co-chairing the
meeting. However, this is also the first time that a former army official from the country has been
asked to address the audience at the meeting. Former President General Pervez Musharraf, was
the last person from Pakistan with a military background to have spoken at the forum, but he had
done so in his guise as the president. General Raheel was chosen for his successful track record
in battling terrorism and militant activities, having been at the helm during Operation Zarb-e-Azab,
which had significantly reduced terrorist presence in Pakistan.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif will lead the Pakistani delegation to the meeting, which also includes
National Health Services State Minister Saira Afzal Tarrar, Mosharraf Zaidi and Arif Naqvi. More
than 2,500 participants from nearly 100 countries will meet and participate in over 300 sessions
during this year's meeting of the WEF. This year's theme revolves around discussions on how
global leaders can renew and adapt international cooperation systems to the complex, changing
trends of the modern world in order to foster inclusive and equitable growth.

CEIS EQN GG CRVENAET I ISLAMABAD: Taking the bull by the horns, Foreign Office on Friday strongly rejected allegations
P R S eV 1 R il of safe havens in FATA, and reiterated that Pakistan does not allow its territory to be used for
FATA attacks against any other country. “The often repeated claims regarding safe havens are,
therefore, more of rhetoric than anything else. We wish to reemphasize that some foreign elements
are exploiting the situation and using Afghan soil against Pakistan, in particular, and the region, at
large,” said spokesperson of Foreign Office on Friday.

Pakistan Observer, January 14,
2017

In a move which many in Pakistan believe, is a clue that the US doesn’t regard Pakistan as its
important ally in ‘War against terrorism’, US State Department has said that the remoteness of the
area and the military’s tactical limitations prevent Islamabad from eliminating all terrorist safe
havens.

Followed by these dubious and unrealistic claims, a statement issued by the Foreign Office later
on Friday stated that Pakistan’s contribution to the international community’s fight against terrorism
and the sacrifices that it rendered have been acknowledged by the world, including the US at
various levels of their leadership, EU and others countries . The statement was issued in a
response to International Media reports which quoted US state department’s reports alleging that
Significant parts of Pakistan along its border with Afghanistan, including Waziristan, Balochistan
and FATA, continue to be a safe haven for terrorists. Earlier on Tuesday, US States department
spokesman Mark Toner also endorsed Kabul's claim that the existence of safe havens in Fata
allowed terrorists to carry out attacks inside Afghanistan whenever they want.

Toner, during a press briefing, urged the Pakistani government to realize that “Afghanistan’s
security, Pakistan’s security, indeed India’s security, they're all interconnected”. The three
countries, he said, needed to work together to defeat terrorism. The comments followed twin
suicide blasts near the Afghan parliament earlier this week on Tuesday that killed scores. Another
blast in Kandahar killed the UAE Ambassador Juma Mohammed Abdullah Al Kaabi and wounded
some other diplomats.

The US State Department’s report sent shocking waves into Pakistan’s power corridors, Pakistan
Observer has learned reliably. Disappointed by the US claims, Foreign Office not only rejected the
allegations but also tried to make Obama Administration realize that Pakistan lost thousands of its
citizens and economic losses of over US$ 100 billion due to the menace of terrorism.
The statement issued by the Foreign Office boldly mentioned Zarb-e-Azb which quelled militancy
from FATA. “The successes of Zarb-e-Azb are manifested in the improved security and economic
situation in Pakistan, particularly near Pakistan-Afghanistan border. The results of our military
action are there for everyone to see through peace and stability at our borders with Afghanistan.
The US Parliamentarians and US Commanders have visited the FATA Areas and publicly
acknowledged the successes of Pakistan’s counter-terrorism drive,” Foreign Office stated.

Spokesperson of Foreign Office said that Afghanistan is infested with many terrorist organizations
due to the instability there, which has created space for the terrorist elements such as Haqqani
Network’s leadership, TTA, TTP, Daesh, Al-Qaeda, Jamaat-ul-Ahraar, etc. It is, therefore, not
appropriate to blame others for the adversities due to the deteriorating security situation in
Afghanistan. Also on Friday, Foreign Office stated that the activities of Indian RAW and NDS
nexus remains a matter of deep concern to Pakistan,” Spokesperson said. “Pakistan remains
committed to peace efforts in Afghanistan as it is not only in the interest of the region but more
importantly, Pakistan. It is unfortunate that our sincere efforts towards stability in Afghanistan are
being maligned. “Pakistan wants peace and stability in Afghanistan. We are engaged in border
management which is imperative for effective counter terrorism,” said the Spokesperson,” adding
that Pakistan will continue its policy of cooperation with international community to defeat the
menace of terrorism.

Govt mulls over courts ISLAMABAD: In case the PML-N fails to achieve a political consensus to win a new life for the
with secret judges and recently-abolished military courts, the government is considering setting up courts for trial of
prosecutors terrorism cases with secret judges and prosecutors.

The News, January 14, 2017 Official sources said that there is a proposal to have such courts in order to encourage them to
speedily decide terrorism cases without any fear. The proposal, which has been recently firmed up,
ensures that no one would have any idea about the identity of both the judge and prosecutors of
these courts. These courts will be set up, according to the proposal, with the merger of the existing
Anti-Terrorist Act and the recently-lapsed Protection of Pakistan Act (POPA) 2014. It is believed
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that unless the protection of judges and prosecutors involved in the trial of terrorism cases is
ensured, there can’t be speedy and fair trial of terror suspects. The military courts, set up through
the 21st Constitutional Amendment, have expired on January 7 as the constitutional amendment
had envisaged only two-year life for these tribunals. The military courts were constituted in the first
week of 2015 following the Dec 2014 Army Public School attack.

Most of the political parties were primarily against the setting up of military courts but they had to
accept it as a “bitter pill” because of the failure of the criminal justice system to effectively try and
punish terrorists. Following the lapse of 21st Amendment, the government decided to re-approach
the political parties for yet another constitutional amendment under which the military courts could
have a new life to try terror suspects.

Speaker National Assembly has already held a meeting with leaders of different political parties,
having representation in parliament, but some of them including the PPP, JI and JUI(F) have
serious reservations. Although, the speaker expects all these parties to meet again on January
17th to evolve a consensus for the revival of military courts, the PPP in its meeting on Thursday
decided to oppose the reconstitution of military courts tooth and nail.

Media reports suggest that there is a consensus within the party that the PPP will not support the
proposal for the reconstitution of military courts. It is said that even former president and President
Pakistan People’s Party-Parliamentarians Asif Ali Zardari has directed PPP leaders to oppose the
move and take a hard stance in the upcoming meeting of the heads of the parliamentary
committee, which was summoned by the Speaker National Assembly on January 17. A cabinet
minister in the Nawaz government, when contacted, still sounded optimistic that the opposition
including the PPP may agree to the revival of military courts in the best public interest. However, in
case of failure, the government intends to push its proposal for making a new law with the merger
of Anti-Terrorist Act and Protection of Pakistan Act for setting up of anti-terrorism courts with secret
judges and prosecutors.

LAHORE: Authorities in Punjab are trying to meet the pressing demand from other provinces,
Azad Kashmir and Islamabad, for transfer of information technology based models and strategies it
is fast adopting to fight crime, particularly terrorism. “They are interested in emulating our
sophisticated IT-based models and strategies. There have been requests from their governments
and even the Sindh chief minister has recently visited our office for the purpose,” a senior official of
the Punjab Information Technology Board (PITB) told Dawn on Thursday.

The models and strategies have been designed by the PITB for law enforcement agencies and
police, and the official said the board had obtained permission from Punjab chief minister to
transfer its work to other provinces, Azad Kashmir and Islamabad to also help them modernise
their crime fighting apparatuses and their ability to hunt down criminals and terrorists. “The service
will be free of cost,” he said. He said the ‘step one’ technology had already been transferred to
Sindh, on a formal request by its chief secretary, and Azad Kashmir. Both were also provided
human resource to enable them to raise their own staff in due course of time. Islamabad had also
been transferred the same technology that included complaint management, FIR registration and
police record management system, he said, adding a similar request from Balochistan was
pending action. The models and strategies developed for law and order include biometric handsets
given to police at pickets within Lahore and at the city’'s entry points to identify criminals and
terrorists.

Fingerprints are scanned by a handheld biometric devices and checked against a slew of
integrated criminals’ databases for any record. Big Data is employed to verify the identities of
people, identify patterns, track criminals’ movement and for analysis to predict any terrorist activity.
These biometric scanners are all connected to a massive databank integrating multiple databases
such as the Criminal Record Office (CRO), Red Book, Black Book and 4th Schedule, comprising
extensive records of all suspects and convicts in cases of terrorism and sectarian violence.

In the last few months, the traditional method of criminals’ record keeping has been replaced with
digital biometric data. CROs have been established in all 36 districts of Punjab and are connected
to a central database. This has resulted in dozens of criminals being caught through digitally
matching the fingerprints from the crime scene with the digitised CRO database.

Digitisation of the CRO is part of a larger effort to develop an integrated criminal profiling system.
This new profiling system combines data from CNIC, CRO, call data records, vehicle ownership
records, land ownership data, driving licence, arms licence, urban property tax information, tenant
information, hotel check-ins and prisoners data to enhance the surveillance and investigation
capability of law enforcing agencies. This data is progressively being made accessible on
handheld biometric devices. Around 1,000 handheld devices have already been given to law
enforcement agencies and are being used in all counter terrorism search operations. In the last
eight months, over 704,077 verifications have been made using these handheld devices. The
system will in due course also include data from police beat books and the traditional surveillance
registers maintained by police, which were recently digitised across Punjab. Big Data is proving
extremely valuable, not only in identifying terrorists but also in preempting terrorist attacks by using
predictive intelligence.

Similarly, a crime mapping system has been put in place in four Punjab districts — Sargodha,
Faisalabad, Vehari and Lahore. Each instance of crime reported in the system is also geo-tagged
by the investigating officer through an Android phone application. Modeled after the NYPD’s
CompStat system, over 268,000 crime incidences have been geo-tagged to date. Geo-tagged
crime data enables the police to do spatial analysis of the crime trends and plan patrols and check
posts accordingly. The PITB official said Big Data Platforms are increasingly emerging as a vital
component of combating terrorism globally, with countries like US using analysis to predict and
prevent terrorist attacks. Pakistan, among the worst victims of terrorism, now looks to Big Data to
fight the menace. Another important step towards automating the police operations is launching of
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the Centralised FIR (First Information Report) Information System. This system enables Punjab
police to track the life cycle of an FIR across all 36 districts of the province. A total of 298,087 FIR’s
have been made available online since the inception of the system. The system is directly
contributing to faster and improved investigation. A key IT intervention revolves around the
development of a computerised data management system for police. The primary purpose of this
system is to digitise all police records (Thana registers) maintained at the police station level to
speed up lengthy investigation processes and provide efficient resolution to the citizen’s
complaints. Currently, this system has been rolled out in all 709 police stations in Punjab. As part
of developing an effective counter terrorism strategy, PITB and Punjab police are collaborating to
address the genesis of terrorist activity at the grassroots level to stop it from spreading. To this
end, PITB and the Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) of Punjab police have developed a
number of databases, each dealing with a particular aspect of terrorism and militancy. The most
significant of these are; the 4th Scheduler, the Red Book and the Black Book.

The 4th Scheduler is a centralised database containing records and information of all suspects and
convicts in cases of religious hate speech and sectarian violence across all districts of Punjab. The
database also keeps track of their movement. The Red Book is a database consisting of records
and information of all proclaimed offenders in cases of terrorism carrying head money.

Similarly, the Black Book is a database comprising records and information of all POs in cases
other than terrorism and carrying head money. In addition, there area a number of other databases
such as an extensive record of all worship places and seminaries in Punjab, including their
locations, current status and sphere of influence.

Punjab police have been connected to the information bank of National Database and Registration
Authority (Nadra), the digital domicile archives, the driving licence information, car/vehicle
ownership record and citizen profiles compiled by various telecom companies.

The integration of all these criminal and citizen-centric databases in tandem with Big Data analysis
tools would help in identifying patterns in terrorism activity, profiling terrorists, locating structures
spreading terrorist ideologies, identify potential terrorists and even predict locations of future
terrorist attacks, the official said. As part of the National Action Plan (NAP), all madressahs in
Punjab have been geo-tagged using smartphone applications. This exercise has produced a digital
record of the students, visitors, including foreigners, in over 13,800 madrassas across the
province. Likewise, an extensive exercise was underway for geo-tagging and biometric verification
of around 256,000 Afghan refugees in Punjab, he concluded.

DL MWW E-E €A CE N T 1o Two different positions have now emerged about the military courts. While the government's
courts? belated efforts to reach a consensus on the extension for military courts have failed in first attempt
The News, January 13, 2017 due to the opposition from PPP, JI, JUI-F and PTI, the army lauded their performance in combating
terrorism. Dialogue perhaps is needed not only between the civil and military leadership but also
government and opposition for a solution. The opposition parties are right when they sought
explanation from the government about judicial reforms in the last two years, which were promised
when the Parliament approved these courts.

On the other hand, the army top brass, after a Corps Commander Conference, lauded the efforts
of military courts, indicating their importance and presence till the completion of the ongoing
operation.

One fails to understand why the government started its effort for extension after the expiry of its
term on Dec 31, which has not only created confusion but also vacuum as neither these courts are
functioning nor those cases pending have yet been transferred back to anti-terrorism courts. It has
also raised a question whether the PML-N government itself is serious in extension, the way the
issue was not even come under discussion before the expiry of term.

Setting up military courts or the deployment of law enforcement agencies other than police have
always been made in an extraordinary situation and for a limited period. Sources say the
establishment believes these alleged terrorists should be tried in military courts for speedy trial as
civilian courts and police still lack the capacity because of threats to judges, lawyers and
witnesses. But it is also true that the establishing military courts under a civilian government is in
itself quite embarrassing and reflects the failure of the system as successive governments have
not been able to make civilian institutions strong to deal with the militant groups, bring major
judicial reformers and make anti-terrorism courts more effective. The opposition parties also have
a point when they said that the government had two years to bring drastic reforms in improving
police, prosecution, protection of witnesses and extensive judicial reforms, but even some major
steps have not been taken.

Now if the army has emphasised the need and importance of the military courts till the completion
of Zarb-e-Azb, they also need to convince the civilian leadership how these courts in the last two
years had helped combating terrorism. Therefore, a dialogue is needed between the civilian and
military leadership, both on military courts as well as National Action Plan which again had not
been enforced. Therefore, the Parliament needs a meaningful debate on this issue in which Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif and all oppositions leaders, including Imran Khan, must participate.

A joint session of Parliament can also seek in-camera briefing from the military leadership on the
rationale behind continuing with these courts.

When two years back, the Parliament gave the approval to military courts in an extraordinary
situation after the APS children massacre, it had also given the task to the government for bringing
major reforms.

While there has been marked improvement in law and order and major decline in suicide attacks,
but the very presence of FC in Balochistan and Rangers in Karachi shows that these operations
are far from over. Secondly, it also illustrates that we are still not confident enough to hold the trial
of alleged terrorists of outlawed groups in civilian courts. If all this is true then it also raises some
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questions about the amount of success in Operation Zarb-e-Azb. If the militants are still strong
enough to hit back at police, other law enforcement agencies and those linked with their cases so
frequently, what has been the success rate?

Secondly, one of the arguments in favour of military courts has been to create fear among the
terrorists, criminals and to dispose of their cases in weeks and months without long adjournments.
It is partially true and to give some civilian colour in it, the Parliament gave the right of appeal to
the convicts. It is also true that the civilian courts, including superior courts, not only take years in
giving judgments, at times five to ten years, something which suits the militants as our jails itself
are considered safe haven for militants.

In 1997, when the Anti-Terrorism Act was introduced, the purpose was the same — speedy trial in
seven days and appeals in the superior courts were suppose to be disposed of within 30 days
followed by the last appeal in the Supreme Court. There was nothing wrong in the law and could
have been the best alternate to any military court but due to the opposition from lawyers and bar
association, it become so ineffective that now appeals against anti-terrorism courts’ decision take
unlimited period. Some cases are pending for the last 10 to 12 years. So the government and
opposition as well as the military establishment could reach a consensus on ATC and the Act
could be amended to make it more effective.

Interestingly, those against the military courts belong to both religious and liberal and secular
parties, but for different reasons. Those who support military courts believe that under no
circumstance our judicial system is either capable of or has the capacity to convict the kind of
terrorists they are confronted with. Knowing that the military courts would expire on Dec 31, 2016,
it was surprising that the government started consultation only after ISPR's statement that the
courts had stopped functioning on expiry of their term. Thus, the government faced stiff resistance
from the opposition as it is also an election year and in the post-Panama affairs, it may not be easy
for it get a constitutional amendment passed with two-thirds majority. It was also surprising that the
government has brought the NAB Ordinance too in haste without consulting the opposition and
thus they have taken the government to the task.

The ISPR had already issued details about the performance of military courts in the last two years,
including the execution of 12 terrorists, while some other cases are now under appeal before the
superior courts.

When the Parliament approved establishment of military courts for two years, it laid down certain
conditions as well as some parties feared that blanket approval could be misused. These were
related to sectarian killings or to outlawed groups involved in terrorist acts. It is for the second time
that military courts had been set up under the civilian government. In 1998, despite the ATC, the
then PML-N government imposed governor's rule in Sindh and set up military courts which were
later declared void by the Supreme Court.

Terrorism is one of the biggest challenges Pakistan is confronted with and a rational debate is
needed on this important issue. It is unfortunate that our democratic governments had not been
able to make strong judicial or police reforms. Effective civilian courts and speedy ftrial is still a
better alternate to military courts. The question is: can they do it?

On Tuesday, the Interior Minister appeared before the Senate to answer questions on the fate of
the missing activists, yet he only managed to infuriate the senators present. Their response of a
walkout — the parliamentary standard rebuke — was not only justified, but tame considering the
gravity of the Interior Minister’s statements. Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan deserved a tongue lashing
that would reorient his senses by force, and further consequences for his highly irresponsible
statements. It should be evident why such a drastic response is necessary; Pakistan’s sitting
Interior Minister claimed that “banned sectarian organisations could not be equated with other
banned terrorist organisations” and hence, the former deserved some sort of leeway. He went on
to say that the Shia-Sunni conflict was 1300 years old, and thus not the current government’s
problem, and that past governments had allowed sectarian groups to contest elections too. What is
infinitely worse is the fact that these statements were not made due to some misguided yet
genuinely held belief, they were made to protect himself from criticism for his meeting with Ahmed
Ludhianvi, the chief of banned sectarian organisation Ahle-e-Sunnat Wal Jamaat (ASWJ).

The plain fact is that most of what he said is clearly wrong. Claiming that sectarian organisations
are not “purely terrorist” is to ignore the countless acts of violence that they have committed — from
bombings to murders of prominent minority members. Organisations such as Lashkar-e-Jhangvi
and Sipah-e-Sahaba didn’t gain notoriety by just spreading divisive and anti-minority propaganda,
but by backing up this propaganda with violence such as such as the 2013 Quetta bombings which
killed over a hundred members of the Hazara community. This is the textbook definition of
terrorism, and in fact the National Counterterrorism Centre — a government department — lists them
as “terrorist organisations”, yet the Interior Minister feels there is a difference. Even the Afghan
Taliban professed sectarian ideals. ASWJ may not be currently holding a gun — which it has at
several points in the past — but it is the spiritual successor of these groups, the vanguard of this
toxic ideology and the precursor of future terrorist groups — there is a reason why these groups are
banned, and not just disapproved of.

Furthermore, dismissing the Sunni-Shia strife as “a 1300-year-old conflict” is not only highly
insulting, but is tantamount to saying that the government has no role in it. We expect out Interior
Minister to strive towards ending this conflict, not to say that that it has always been so and always
will be. In the end, such remarks only legitimise the the actions of the violent majority. Such a
flippant attitude by the Interior Minister towards Pakistan’s most divisive conflict — that too only to
protect himself — is highly regrettable. It is high time Mr Nisar starts serving the whole nation, all of
its people and sects — not just his party and himself.

ISLAMABAD: The reported decision of former Army Chief General ® Raheel Sharif to lead the
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alliance is against terrorism, military alliance of 39 Muslim countries to fight terrorism, is generally misconstrued here as anti-
Iran.

not Iran
The News, January 12, 2017

Neither the Saudis, who are behind the creation of this alliance, ever said this nor is any other
evidence available to prove this. Yet many here particularly in the media have already concluded
that the military alliance is Iran-centric and thus General Raheel must not join it. So it's a shut and
close case for them.

In reality, it was announced at the time of the creation of this alliance that it was being established
to counter terrorism and eliminate terrorist organizations including ISIS. Iran was not included in
the alliance by Saudi Arabia. On the other hand, Iran also had shown its reservations about this
alliance. There are still lots of ambiguities about details of this military alliance. Till such time that
the contours of such an alliance are made clear, giving it a sectarian colour and rejecting it out-
rightly is both premature and biased. On the basis of mere perceptions and prejudice, passing
judgments against Gen ® Raheel and the Saudi government is unfair.

Pakistan’s stated position on Saudi-Iran tension is clear and unambiguously reflected in the
Islamabad’s stance on the Yemen conflict. Despite Riyadh’'s keenness, Pakistan had refused to
send its troops to Saudi Arabia to fight against Iran-backed rebels in Yemen. The decision was
taken by the Pakistani parliament, and duly endorsed by the country’s civil and military leadership.

Then General Raheel was the Army Chief. Like our parliamentarians and the civilian leadership,
General Raheel knew the serious implications of getting into Yemen conflict. Generally it was said
and believed that Pakistan’s direct involvement in Yemen conflict will further the sectarian divide
within Pakistan.

Here the question arises how Pakistan and General ® Raheel would be ready to do, what they had
rejected before despite the displeasure of the Saudis. Saudi Arabia has been a major target of
terrorist organizations during the last few years. Mostly these terrorist attacks were carried out by
ISIS. The ISIS has once even carried out a suicide attack just outside the premises of Masjid-e-
Nabvi in Madina, which has jolted Muslims all over the world.

In these situations, Saudi Arabia decided to launch a military alliance of Muslim countries to
counter terrorism. Some believe that General ® Raheel had his input in the formation of the
alliance and that was the very reason that soon after the military alliance’s announcement a report
appeared in the media suggesting that Gen Raheel would lead the alliance.

After the 2015 announcement, nothing concrete has yet been done in the formation of the alliance,
which practically still exists on papers only. It is expected that General ® Raheel once formally
takes over as military alliance head, would make the ball rolling. In such a situation, how could one
conclude that Gen ® Raheel is joining anti-Iran military alliance of Sunni Muslim States?

If tomorrow Saudi Arabia decides to use this alliance against Iran instead of fighting against
terrorism and terrorist organizations, both Pakistan and General ® Raheel will have the option to
withdraw. In another scenario, Pakistan with the support of some other countries including Turkey
can help bridge gap between Saudi Arabia and Iran. An effort could even be made to convince
both the countries for the inclusion of Iran in the military alliance of Muslim countries.

Questions are also being raised if General ® Raheel has got the GHQ/government’s no objection
certificate (NOC) before giving his consent to lead the military alliance termed “Muslim’s Nato” by
The Guardian. Ironically, no one here sees in this alliance what the British newspaper has clearly
spotted.

In principle General ® Raheel should get government's NOC before formally joining the military
alliance to fight terrorism. The government of Pakistan should take it as a matter of pride that its
former Army Chief is being made head of the military alliance of 39 Muslim countries and thus
there is no reason to bar him from leading the alliance.

Pakistan has great record of fighting against terrorism. General ® Raheel earned worldwide
acclaim for leading Pakistan Army in its fight against terrorism and for the same reason he has
been offered the lead role in the military alliance. Both for Gen ® Raheel, as an individual, and for
the Pakistani nation, there can be no greater job to protect the holy lands of Makkah and Madina
and to fight against terrorism haunting the Islamic world. By the way, Pakistani troops have been
serving in Saudi Arabia in the past too.

There are some, who argue that how Pakistan could send its troops to join the alliance or even to
protect the holy lands. Such voices were never heard when a dictator used Pakistan Army to
protect the interests of United States. Similar voices were vocal when Saudi Arabia helped
Pakistan with US$ 1.5 billion. These voices are never heard when US drones kill innocents in
Pakistan, however, they reverberate again when some ruler of friendly Arab country is allowed
hunting of birds in Pakistan.

Karachi policeman killed KARACHI: A policeman was killed in the wee hours of Wednesday in Lasbela area. Khalid (30)
in attack, four suspects was targeted at Nishtar Road by assailants, SP Jamshed Tahir Noorani said. The deceased was
arrested posted at Counter Terrorism Department Guard Headquarter, he added. The incident appears to
GEO TV, January 11, 2017 be a case of personal enmity, police said.

According to reports at the crime scene, two shells of 9mm pistol were found. Meanwhile, IG Sindh
AD Khawaja has taken notice of the incident and has demanded an inquiry report.

Later during the day, police rounded up four suspects in relation to the murder. The slain police
officer's brother nominated five people in the FIR, of which four have been arrested while one is
still at large. An FIR has been registered in the Soldier Bazaar Police Station.

Sporadic killings are on the rise in Karachi. Earlier this week, a man died and two policemen were
injured when unknown men attacked the Taimuria police station near Five Star Chowrangi on
Friday.
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Sometimes a civilian government acts as its own worst enemy, and the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) is especially adept at undermining itself. Having spent the majority of its term in a
tense balancing act with the past military regime, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif seems set to lay
down his arms at moment’s notice to this one too. One meeting with the new military regime, and a
few loud TV analysts were all it took for the government to put its weight behind the revival of the
controversial military courts — despite having promised the nation in the most gravest of tones that
the stipulated two-year period will be final. This sense of acquiescence is heightened when we
consider that no one in the government was calling for an extension before this meeting. There
were no calls for an extension, nor was there political will for it, despite attention being drawn
toward the imminent demise of the military courts in the parliament. This talk of revival has caught
everyone unawares because the government too was perhaps unaware of such a demand.

What is the demand, stripped from its surrounding notions? Hand judicial power to the military
once more, allow it to arrest its own people — which includes civilians — and try them in secret
hearings by its own procedures? A mutilation of the democratic principle of separation of powers,
which prevents one body from becoming too powerful in a nation.

The greatest problem in this talk of revival is not the ever-expanding powers of the military, it is the
simple fact that there is absolutely no need for it this time around. The previous military courts
were constituted in the middle of an active and extensive military engagement on the borders. The
argument was that these courts can safely and swiftly deal with the stream of “hardcore terrorists”
captured in the operation while the government gets the Anti-terrorism court structure updated.
The operation is over, and the prime targets captured and convicted. The anti-terrorism court in the
meanwhile has successfully and safely convicted popular terrorists like Mumtaz Qadri. There is no
new batch of militants to be tried — there is no pressing need that the civilian judicial system cannot
handle.

This “need”, sold to us in the emotionally charged environment following the APS Peshawar attack,
was the only reason people tolerated the violation of legal norms, and constitutional safeguards in
these courts. We were convicting the murderers of children, and after two years these evidently
unfair trials could be over.

Yet the government seems to pay no heed to these concerns. To them, the military is an easy
solution always there. Why improve law enforcement when the Rangers can take care of it? Why
fix the justice system when the military courts can handle the difficult cases? This “crutch” — as
described by Shah Mehmood Qureshi — is keeping the government lame. And yet it wonders why
the military is so powerful?
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Acute shortage of gas for
last one month irks Lower

Dir residents
Daily Times, January 16, 2017

KMC to establish model
diagnostic laboratory in

FB Area
Daily Times, January 16, 2017
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Daily Times, January 16, 2017
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DETAILS

TIMERGARA: Residents of Lower Dir district have been facing acute low pressure of natural gas
for the last one month. The residents of Timergara, Balambat, Makakabad, Kadaro, Khema,
Manogay and other areas are forced to use cold water and to seek other means for cooking
purposes due to unavailability of gas in the area. “Since the beginning of heavy rains and snowfall,
gas has totally disappeared in our area,” naib nazim Malakabad village council Malik Ali Bakht
said. azim VC Khema Kandaro, Malik |kramuddin, said the situation in his area was extremely
worrisome due to the worst gas load shedding. Nazim VC Andheri Manogay Nageebullah,
demanded of the relevant authorities to take notice of the situation and end the load shedding
forthwith. Talking to this scribe via phone from Swat, Senior Supervisor Metering (SSM) and in
charge Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) transmission Amin Khan, strongly rejected
the impression of any load shedding in gas supply, saying that it was only the low pressure from
Nowshera that had been causing miseries to the residents. “Not only Lower Dir, but areas of Swat,
Batkhela, Mardan and Peshawar are also facing low pressure of gas,” he said, adding that the
problem would continue till February 15. Amin Khan argued that every year in winter season, the
issue arises as the gas reservoirs produce 50 per cent less gas as compared to that of summer
days. PESCO tells Peshawar Circle to improve recovery: The Chief Executive Officer PESCO
Anwar-ul-Haq Yousafzai has hailed the performance of Bannu Circle for increasing recovery up to
five per cent and directed SE Peshawar Circle to improve the performance. This he said while
presiding over a meeting held here at WAPDA House which was attended by Chief Engineer
Operation, Mohsin Raza, Chief Engineer Commercial Shabir Ahmad, Chief Engineer Planning
Muhammd Igbal Marwat, Superintending Engineers of Bannu, Swat, Mardan, Abboatabad,
Peshawar and Mansehra Circles and PESCO’s senior management. The CEO reviewed the
progress regarding replacement of defective meters and directed to accelerate the process.
Provision of new connections to the public was also discussed and it was decided to provide the
remaining new pending connections immediately. He also directed to replace the damaged
distribution transformer immediately in good areas where losses are less and recovery is good.
The progress achieved in photo meter reading so far was discussed and he directed to implement
photo meter reading 100 per cent, so that over billing complaints of the consumers is redressed.

The CEO said that line losses were the main cause of PESCOQO’s deficit. The drive against illegal
use of electricity and direct hooks were discussed and important decisions were taken in this
regard. He ordered that no one should be spared who is involved in power theft, as due to power
pilferage PESCOQ’s distribution system is over loaded on one side and on the other side PESCO’s
Line Losses increase. He also directed the PESCO Technical Staff to adopt all precautionary
measures to avoid electrocution and electric shocks for their own safety.

KARACHI: The Health and Medical Services Department of Karachi Metropolitan Corporation
(KMC) has decided to establish a model "KMC Diagnostic Laboratory" in F.B Area. The proposed
KMC Diagnostic Laboratory will be established in a five-room building situated in FB Area's Block-6
near Nazeer Hussain Memorial Kidney Center. The laboratory will be equipped with x-ray,
ultrasound, laser and other advanced equipment to diagnose multiple diseases under one roof.
The multiple diagnostic facilities like PCR to detect dengue, Congo, Chikungunya, malaria and
other viral and infectious diseases will be provided at the diagnostic laboratory. The KMC
Diagnostic Laboratory will be made operational within a month, where poor and destitute people
can avail diagnostic facilities free-of-cost. Technical staff for the laboratory will be hired or arranged
from the KMC hospitals. According to senior director Health and Medical Services, KMC, Dr
Muhammad Ali Abbasi, KMC has planned to establish the diagnostic laboratory in FB Area to
provide advance diagnostic facilities to citizens free-of-cost. He said that the laboratory will set up
for public within a month.

"Necessary equipment and machinery had been arranged to make the laboratory operational,” Dr
Abbasi said.

LAHORE: The City Traffic Police (CTP) has decided to start an awareness campaign on the use of
helmet and seat belt through lectures in schools and colleges. In this connection, the CTP has also
sped up the campaign among citizens to promote awareness about traffic rules, said Traffic
Deputy Inspector General (DIG) Syed Ahmed Mobin on Sunday. He said several people had lost
their lives due to violation of traffic laws. He said use of helmets and seat belts would safe the lives
of youth and others. He said that the CTP had fined several motorists for violating traffic rules last
year. He added that on the directives of Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif, traffic laws would
be introduced at primary level in schools' syllabus soon. In this regard, the CTP has forward
suggestions for approval to the chief minister, he said. Sources said that traffic laws were
disappeared from the school syllabus a few years back for unknown reasons and now police high-
ups again are trying to include traffic laws in school syllabus. Sources said that traffic laws were
disappeared from the school syllabus a few years back for reasons unknown and now police high-
ups are trying to include traffic laws in school syllabus. Sources added that the traffic police
officials have planned to make the drivers follow the traffic laws strictly to bring down deaths in
road accidents. They have also planned to meet the international standards of road safety. "If we
educate our children on traffic laws now we will gain positive results within few years and we can
also save lives of innocent people through the campaign," added sources.

KARACHI: Three days anti polio campaign commenced in Sindh on Monday. Health Secretary
Fazlullah Pechuho informed that campaign will vaccinate 8.4 million children under the age of five.
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Meanwhile, 2.2 million children amongst 8.4 million will be vaccinated in 188 union councils of
Karachi, the rest of them will be vaccinated across districts of Sindh. There will be 5,000 policemen
guarding the 1,200 volunteers for administering anti drops. Emergency Operation Centre
coordinator Fayaz Jatoi said there have effective improvements in the program with polio cases
lowering from 306 cases in 2014 to 20 cases in 2015. However, their goal was to reach zero
cases, he said.

Nigeria, Afghanistan and Pakistan are the only countries with polio virus.

Careem has just launched its service in Hyderabad, Peshawar and Faisalabad.

The organisation reported, “With this test launch, we aim to embrace all vibrant cultures of our
beloved nation,” adding that Careem would soon be available in more places. All kinds of rides, up
to 12 kilometres, will be available for Rs 100 to the customers in Hyderabad, Peshawar and
Faisalabad due to a promo code feature ‘CareemKarao’. It can be used twice.

Careem’s services started from Karachi, Lahore and later extended to Islamabad. Uber and
Careem had become the most favoured modes of travel ever since the launch of these car
services app.

Careem also launched a rickshaw ride service in Karachi and Lahore called ‘Tezz Rickshaw
Service’ at rate of Rs 60 and a minimum fare of Rs 75.

ISLAMABAD: The government on Sunday increased prices of petrol and diesel by Rs1.77 and
Rs2 per litre respectively with immediate effect for the next 16 days, passing a partial impact of a
hike in international oil prices on to consumers.Announcing the decision, Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar said the prices of other products were kept unchanged despite substantial increases
demanded by the petroleum ministry as well as the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority
(Ogra).“Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Resources and Ogra have recommended an increase of
Rs1.77 per litre in the price of MS-92 RON petrol, Rs3.94 in the price of high-speed diesel,
Rs14.31 in the price of kerosene and Rs10.11 in the price of light diesel oil with effect from
January 16,” Mr Dar said.In line with the prime minister’s instructions to provide as much relief as
possible to the common man, and keeping in view that kerosene and light diesel are used by low-
income segments of the country’s population, prices of the two products have been maintained at
the current level until Jan 31.The decision had been taken also keeping in view the fact that
kerosene catered to the energy needs of the poor, especially in winter, the minister said.He said it
had been decided that the price of petrol would be increased by Rs1.77 per litre in line with Ogra’s
recommendation and that of high-speed diesel by Rs2, which was almost half the increase
recommended by the regulator.As such, the ex-depot price of petrol went up by 2.67 per cent to
Rs68.04 per litre from Rs66.27 and that of high-speed diesel by 2.65pc to Rs77.24 per litre from
Rs75.24.0ver the past few months, the government has been bringing down tax rates on different
petroleum products that had been increased up to a record level of 50pc during the last financial
year in a bid to partially share the impact of higher international oil prices and tax rates with
consumers.Following this strategy, the finance minister had increased the prices of petrol and
high-speed diesel by Rs2 and Rs2.7 per litre, respectively, for the month of December 2016.
However, on the directive of prime minister, the prices of kerosene and light diesel were kept
unchanged in December.Even with reduced rates, the government will charge about Rs10 per litre
on petrol and Rs17 on high-speed diesel as general sales tax. Both are the largest revenue-
generating oil products, with diesel sale across the country now going beyond 800,000 tonnes per
month, against a monthly consumption of around 700,000 tonnes of petrol. The sales of kerosene
and light diesel are generally less than 10,000 tonnes per month.The finance minister claimed that
the prices had been maintained since April last year to ensure price stability, despite an increase of
around 43pc in international oil prices during 2016. He said the government had been absorbing
the negative financial impact after its decision to not pass on the increase to consumers.

KARACHI: The first anti-polio campaign of the year will begin on Monday (today) in which some
8.4 million children under the five years of age will be targeted across Sindh, officials said on
Sunday.They said out of the 8.4 million children, 2.2m would be vaccinated in 188 union councils
of Karachi. The rest will be vaccinated in the rest of the province.At least 5,000 police personnel
will be providing security to more than 12,000 polio workers.“There will be a strong monitoring
mechanism through the emergency operation centre (EOC) in Sindh and the partner staff,” said an
official.Coordinator of the EOC Sindh Fayaz Jatoi claimed that there had been drastic
improvements in the programme in the last few years with polio cases in the country decreasing
from 306 cases in 2014 to 20 cases in 2016.However, he added, those 20 cases were too many
and “our goal is to reach a zero case”.Sindh Population Welfare Minister Mir Mumtaz Jakhrani
asked all district population officers, medical officers, reproductive health services centres with field
staff to extend full cooperation to health authorities in Sindh in the campaign, which will continue
for three days excluding the ‘catch-up days’.He said with combined efforts and dedication the
dream to rid the country of the poliovirus would be realised.The minister will visit and monitor the
campaign and ensure active contribution of population welfare ministry in making the drive
success.He warned the officials that no lame excuse would be tolerated in this regard.Eight of the
20 cases in the country last year were reported in Sindh. Some 306 cases of polio were reported in
Pakistan in 2014; and 54 in 2015.

LANDI KOTAL: The anti-polio vaccination campaign planned to start on Monday (today) in Khyber
Agency along with other Fata regions has been postponed for at least a week owing to the delay in
laboratory test result of the polio vaccine used in the previous campaign.Local health authorities
were all set to send around 700 teams to vaccinate over 200,000 children under age five in all the
three sub-divisions of Khyber Agency during the three-day campaign.Director Health Services,
Fata, Jawad Habib had even inaugurated the campaign during his visit to Jamrud civil hospital on
Jan 13.The health officials, however, said that the campaign was postponed at the eleventh hour
after security officials in Bara insisted on arrival of the laboratory test result of the polio vaccine
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samples which were sent to Islamabad for proper examination after the death of five children
during the previous anti-polio drive.Sources said that it was established beyond doubt that the
deaths were caused due to other medical complications, including pneumonia, epilepsy, head
injuries or premature birth, as was proven during medical examination of their blood samples.They
said that parents of the deceased children along with elders of the region were taken on board
while sharing with them results of all medical tests conducted on the blood samples of the affected
children.“It was only after the satisfaction of the local community and their pledge to support the
next vaccination campaign that necessary arrangements were made for the Jan 16 drive,” they
said, adding that a string of meetings were also held in the three sub-divisions to dispel the
negative propaganda against polio vaccination.The officials said that they wanted to continue with
the good work they had been performing since November last year when the last polio case was
detected in Khyber.They said that the security officials were insisting on sharing the lab test result
of the polio vaccine with them prior to the launch of next campaign.

LAHORE: For the first time, more than one million children will be administered Rotavirus vaccine
under the routine immunisation schedule of the Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI)
initially in six districts of Punjab.After Lahore, Multan, Khushab, Kasur, Mandi Bahauddin and
Muzaffargarh the vaccine will be introduced in phases in rest of the province which accounts for 20
per cent of country’s birth cohort, an official of the directorate-general of health services said on
Sunday.Administered in two oral doses for children of six weeks as well as 10 weeks of age,
Rotavirus vaccine would be the 10th vaccine to be introduced in the EPI.It would boost immunity of
children against diarrhoea and significantly reduce the burden of disease among children under
five years of age. It would also help reduce the diarrhoea-related mortality in children below five in
Punjab. “Around 1.2m cases of diarrhoea are reported annually in Punjab with 23,000 deaths due
to diarrhoea including 40-45pc related to Rotavirus,” said the official. The Punjab launch of
Rotavirus vaccine would also kick off the national roll-out of the life-saving vaccine. Immunisation
has proved to be one of the most powerful and cost-effective of all health interventions, especially
to prevent severe rotavirus disease and the deadly, dehydrating diarrhoea that it can cause. Life-
saving Rotavirus vaccines needed to be introduced as part of a comprehensive approach to
control diarrhoea-related disease, along with other interventions including oral dehydration therapy,
exclusive breastfeeding, zinc treatment besides improvements in water and sanitation.Inclusion of
Rotavirus vaccine in the EPI was formally announced at a recent ceremony held in Lahore. The
ceremony was attended by Senior Country Manager of Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, Dr Hamidreza
Setayesh, country representative of Unicef Pakistan, Belgium Ambassador to Pakistan Ms
Frederic Verheyden, Federal EPlI Manager Dr Saqglain Gillani, Punjab Minister for Specialised
Healthcare and Medical Education Khwaja Salman Rafique, Minister for Primary and Secondary
Healthcare Khwaja Imran Nazir and representatives from WHO and the Gates Foundation in
Pakistan.

LAHORE: The Lahore General Hospital (LGH) administration has doubled the number of beds and
staff at the Emergency WardThe administration has also banned entry of medical representatives
in the ward.Separate emergency rooms have also been allocated for male and female patients at
the emergency ward while code of ethics and standard operation procedures (SOPs) have been
issued to doctors working at the ward in order to create good working environment and better care
of patients.These decisions were taken during a meeting presided over by Post Graduate Medical
Institute (PGMI) and Lahore General Hospital (LGH) Principal Prof Ghiyasun Nabi Tayyab held on
Sunday in connection with improving the affairs of the emergency ward and solve the problems of
patients.Speaking on the occasion, the Principal said that administrative changes were need of the
hour and the LGH administration had enhanced the number of beds at the emergency ward from
20 to 42, while 40 charge nurses instead of 15 would remain on duty during three shifts at the
ward. He said that entry of medical representatives has been banned and the on duty deputy
medical superintendent would be held responsible if the policy is violated.The principal directed
both assistant medical superintendent and DMS to adopt open door policy for patients and their
attendants and also implement 'reward and reprimand' policy to their staff."Strict action would be
taken against shirk workers while nursing staff would be made duty bound to keep charts of
patients updated,” he said, adding that all available resources were being spent on improvement of
healthcare system for patients and the process of provision of medical facilities to masses would
be closely monitored in accordance with the direction of the Punjab chief minister.

KARACHI: Healthcare experts have demanded the government to launch a well-planned,
organised and rigorous crackdown against the drug manufacturers, smugglers and peddlers
across the country’s educational institutes.Pakistan Medical Association (Centre) Secretary
General Dr SM Qaisar Sajjad while talking to PPl welcomed the statement of Interior and Narcotics
Control Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan regarding the campaign against the use of narcotics in
schools and educational institutions. He said that the decision has been taken very late but the
PMA welcomes the move of the federal government. He said that the PMA had been demanding
an organised and rigorous crackdown on drug manufacturers and peddlers for a long time to save
the nation from the hazardous effects of drugs.He said a well-planned and organised crackdown
should be launched throughout the country from primary school to university level. He suggested
that all the provincial governments should follow the federal ministry of narcotics decision and start
the crackdown against drug suppliers in their respective provinces.He informed that the
consumption of tobacco products in students has become a fashion in the country and a lot of
students are using betel nets, bet leaf, sheesha, cigarette, heroin, marijuana, hashish, opium and
other drugs in educational institutes.He said unfortunately 14 percent female students are using
different forms of drugs in Sindh and other parts of the country and the drug abuse has alarmingly
increased in the country.He demanded the federal and provincial government to impose a
complete ban on selling tobacco and other drugs inside the premises or around the educational
institutes across the country, besides launching a comprehensive crackdown on drug importers,
manufacturers and suppliers. He further demanded strict penalties to drug manufacturers and
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suppliers.

Another leader of PMA, Mirza Ali Azhar, said that the consumption of drugs and other tobacco-
related products have rapidly increased in urban and rural areas of the country.He said that
comprehensive efforts are needed to break the chain of drug supply to the educational institutes
and drugs are not produced or manufactured in Pakistan and are generally imported from
neighbouring countries; therefore, law enforcement agencies should maintain strict monitoring of
borders to stop the supply of drugs into the country.He said consumption of drugs and other
tobacco-related products has destroyed the whole society, especially the young generation. He
said oral cancer has become the leading cause of death in Pakistan.Healthcare expert said that
the sheesha smoking is also on the rise in youngsters but they are not aware of the fact that
smoking one hour Sheesha is equal to smoking 200 cigarettes and said that the special
surveillance teams should be formed to monitor the activities of gangs involved in the supplying of
drugs to the educational institutions.He said sincere, well-planned, organised and comprehensive
efforts are needed to stop the supply of narcotics to schools and other educational institutions and
the use of narcotics is a menace from which our children must be protected, adding that those who
were pushing the innocent children towards narcotics are criminals.

LAHORE: Gas supply to Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) filling stations of the province will
remain suspended for another three days.CNG stations were to be reopened on Saturday evening
but the high demand of gas in chilly weather forced the gas department not to resume supplies to
them.According to an announcement made by the Sui Northern Gas Pipeline Ltd (SNGPL), it has
been decided that supply of Regasified Liquefied Natural Gas (RLNG) to the CNG sector will
remain suspended till January 17.

Pakistan has surpassed other countries with the discovery of maximum number of gas
reserves,.According to a report of research market pertaining to worldwide oil and gas reserves,
Pakistan, United States and Norway are the three biggest countries in discovering the most
reserves.The maximum number in Pakistan was discovered in the initial six months of
2016.Australia ranks second in the list whereas Europe came third.Asian countries dominated the
list with more than 30 reserves discovered in the second trimester of 2016.Moreover, most of the
reserves were found on land instead of deep water.

PESHAWAR: A three-day anti-polio vaccination campaign will begin in the Federally Administered
Tribal Areas, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Baltistan, Kotli district and Sargodha from Monday.The
campaign is to be followed by another one targeting all missed children which will be held under
the supervision of political agents, commissioners and security forces.As many as 1,029,179
children under the age of five will be inoculated in Fata and Frontier regions. As many as 4,125
teams, comprising 3,668 mobile teams, 326 fixed teams and 131 transit teams will be involved in
the immunisation drive.In a recent Fata Task Force meeting, held at the Governor House, K-P
Governor Igbal Zafar Jhagra said: “Fata is almost polio free and by ensuring high-quality
campaigns and reaching out to each and every child across the agencies will make eradication a
reality.”In Gilgit Baltistan, two lac and twenty thousand children up to five years of age will be
administered anti polio drops.In Kotli district, of Mirpur division one hundred 42 thousand children
upto five years of age would be administered anti-polio drops.n Sargodha, 577000 children up to
five years of age in would be administered anti-polio drops.The K-P governor also awarded
Rs500,000 to EOC Fata team for their exceptional performance and all-out efforts in reducing the
number of polio cases in 2016.Prime Minister's Focal Person for Polio and Senator Aysha Raza
Farooq, also attending the occasion: “We have come very close to our goal but this should not
slow us down rather we should aim to carry out three high-quality campaigns in the new year and
defeat the virus completely by March 2017 and ensure that we sustain it for the next three
years.”Only 19 polio cases were reported across Pakistan during 2016. Out the total, two cases
were from South Waziristan.

ISLAMABAD/RAWALPINDI: Gas load shedding hit twin cities as the weather turned chilly on
Saturday.Citizens face immense difficulty as they are unable to switch on their heaters and some
are forced to cook food on make-shift wood stoves.In Islamabad, G6, G7, Golra Mor and Chak
Shahzad areas suffered the worst gas loadshedding. In Rawalpindi gas loadshedding hit Dhamyal,
Firozpura, Mohanpura, Gulzar Quaid and Raja Bazar areas.Citizens complain that prices of gas
cylinders have skyrocketed forcing them to buy firewood for cooking and heating purposes.

Pakistan’s first deep-water container terminal at the Karachi Port has entered the final phase of
infrastructure development to welcome mother vessels by mid-April this year, say officials.Despite
the significance attached to this terminal, sources say the KPT has been delaying their part of the
project, which may not bode well with the investors who have a positive outlook of Pakistan’s ports
— they are targeting to manage 20,000 TEU ships to serve as hub terminal for mother ships coming
to Pakistan.Spread over 85 hectares, the terminal is designed to accommodate Super Post
Panamax ships: large vessels having a capacity of up to 20,000 Twenty-Foot Equivalent Units
(TEUSs), an industry standard to measure a ship’s cargo carrying capacity. Placed on the mouth of
Karachi Harbor, it has a depth of 16 meters and provides the most convenient access to mother
ships entering Karachi.The project is a joint venture of Karachi Port Trust (KPT) and Hutchinson
Port Holdings Limited (HPH), the Hong Kong-based parent of SAPT.According to industry sources,
SAPT has a lot of significance when it comes to meeting the growing shipping needs of Pakistan.
This can be an early harvest project from China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) point of view
because Gawadar Port, which lacks supporting infrastructure — power, storage, roads, railways etc
— will take a while to fully develop, they say.With SAPT, Pakistan will be able to accommodate
deep draft container ships and reap economic benefits including reduced costs to the country’s
importers and exporters and reduction in transit time for shipments, and employment opportunities.
The taxation benefits to the local economy have already started to accrue and are envisioned to
grow as the traffic for the terminal grows swiftly in the next couple of years, sources say.
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LAHORE: In a landmark initiative in the history of Punjab University, PU Vice Chancellor Prof Dr
Zafar Mueen Nasir has announced to introduce Learning Management System in all the teaching
departments of the university.In this regard, the Vice Chancellor held a meeting with Director IT
Imran Qureshi and other IT experts. Issuing necessary directions in the meeting, Dr Zafar Mueen
said that a digital system must be set up in order to replace existing obsolete learning system with
digitised learning to get optimum learning results.He said that the proposed solution would be
based on Moodle which was a renowned open-source Learning Management System being widely
used across the globe. He said that this system would enable students to interact online with the
teachers and during the whole academic program.He said that teachers would be able to schedule
classes, mark attendance, assign quizzes, post assignments and presentations and manage
examinations. He said that in this way, teachers and students would be able to contact each other
on 24/7 basis.He said that transparent assessment and course learning outcomes systems would
be introduced. He said that through this system, it would also be able to know how much course
had been covered. He said that faculty and students portals would also be developed.He said that
this system would initially be experimented at one department and after its success, it would be
implemented in rest of the departments. He said that the system would result in delivery of quality
education which is the main objective of the incumbent administration.

RAWALPINDI: All CNG stations in the city have been closed to improve gas pressure, a top
official of SNGPL said here on Thursday. SNGPL Chief Engineer Javed Khan told APP that owing
to the recent cold wave the demand for gas has increased drastically. He said teams have been
set up to disconnect gas supply of those using gas compressors. He warned that beside
disconnection, their gadgets will also be confiscated for using illegal means. He urged domestic
consumers to avoid using gas heaters and geysers in morning/evening hours.

ISLAMABAD: Sui Northern Gas (SNG) has suspended the supply of gas to Compressed Natural
Gas (CNG) stations all over Punjab and Islamabad for three days.Sources said that the decision
was taken to suspend the gas supply to CNG stations to mitigate the woes of domestic consumers
in the intense cold weather.According to the decision, the gas supply will remain disconnected
from Wednesday evening at 6 pm to Saturday evening till 6pm.CDA instals 37 water filtration
plants: The Minister of State for Interior and Narcotics Control, Muhammad Baleeghur-Rehman on
Wednesday told the Senate that the Capital Development Authority (CDA) had installed 37 water
filtration plants in Islamabad to provide clean drinking water to the residents.Speaking during the
Question Hour in the House, the minister said 34 plants were fully operational while only three
were closed due to the repair work of the tube-wells.He said the operation and maintenance of
water filtration plants was contracted out. A fresh contract for 2016-17 was under process. The
plants' maintenance at present was being carried out departmentally under the administrative
control of the Deputy Director with a team of supervisory staff, he added.

To another question, the minister said during the last three years 266,412 Pakistanis were
deported to Pakistan due to various reasons and they were dealt with in accordance with the
law.He said that Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif had directed all the Pakistani embassies
to provide every possible assistance to the stranded Pakistanis (in foreign countries).Baleegh said
37 deportees were returned to the European Union countries because they were sent to Pakistan
without due process of law i.e. verification of their national status, as required under standard
operating procedures (SOPs) for deportation from abroad.Regarding encroachment of the CDA
land, the minister said there were some huts along the road and a proposal regarding their removal
was earlier formulated but due to a restraining order passed by the Supreme Court the action
against the said illegal encroachments could not be actualised.The minister said the action was
outside the mandate of katchi abadis (slums) and was being taken by the respective team on a
daily basis, precisely for movable encroachment.

Baleeghur-Rehman said some land of the Capital Development Authority (CDA) was under
adverse possession. In order to determine the exact acreage of the detail field a survey was being
started, he added.Call for new industrial estate in Islamabad: Establishment of a new Industrial
Estate in Islamabad region has become essential to promote trade and exports with China and
Central Asian countries and the government should accelerate efforts to realise this goal, observed
former Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah while addressing the business community at the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.He said the CPEC project was poised to change the business
dynamics in Pakistan while the next century was termed the century of Asia and the business
community should get ready to face the coming challenges to compete effectively in the new
scenario.Syed Zafar Ali Shah said the business community was playing an important role in the
development of the local economy and all relevant organisations including IESCO, SNGPL, FBR
and the CDA should play a facilitative role in the better growth of business activities. It would help
in creating new jobs and reducing unemployment in the region as well. He said that he had old
relations with the ICCI and assured that he would cooperate with the Chamber in efforts aimed at
redressal of key issues of the business community.

LAHORE: Young doctors on Thursday gathered to protest against the alleged ‘VIP’ culture
prevalent at public hospitals.Refusing to accept the suspension of Medical Superintendent Jinnah
Hospital and three professors over the death of Zohra Bibi, the young doctors demanded an end to
what they call preferential treatment of VIPs at the hospitals.The young doctors said public
hospitals neglect the poor and prioritise the powerful. They said the poor patients often do not get
hospital beds and medicines and have to wait very long to access medical facilities. The ‘VIP’
patients, on the other hand, are immediately provided beds and medicines.They further said that
the General Hospital has 110 beds in the emergency ward but they receive more than 2,000
patients daily.No major hospital has been built in the city since 1995, they added.The young
doctors called for Chief Minister Punjab to invest money in upgrading the hospitals instead of
handing out compensations to victims.The Medical Superintendent and the three professors were
suspended following the death of Zohra Bibi, a 60-year-old kidney patient who had failed to get a
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bed in the hospital and died on the cold floor of the hospital earlier this month.CM Punjab Shehbaz
Sharif had visited the patient’s family in Kasur and handed over a financial compensation cheque
worth one million rupees to the bereaved family.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Thursday launched the PM’s revolutionary National Health
Programme in Narowal aimed at catering to the health-care needs of people earning less than Rs
200 a day.The programme in Punjab has been launched in four districts and would benefit 134,000
families in Narowal alone. Health care cards would be provided to the families through a
transparent computerised system.Under the programme, the deserving people suffering from
seven major diseases would be provided medical treatment up to the cost of Rs 300,000.The
patients would be able to get additional medical care of Rs 300,000 in case the total cost exceeds
the initial payment.The programme was launched in Rahim Yar Khan and has been expanded to
Narowal, Khanewal and Sargodha, benefitting 3.5 million patients.

LAHORE: At least seven people were killed and eight injured when a building caught fire near
Mehmood Booti Interchange in Lahore on Wednesday.The fire erupted at an office of a
construction company, firefighting officials and rescue members said. The injured have been
shifted to Kot Khawaja Saeed Hospital.The blaze has been doused and the cooling process is
underway at the building.On Monday, a fire broke out inside a furniture market near Lahore's
Lakshmi Chowk. The blaze engulfed huge quantities of furniture and other equipment at the
market, officials said.At least one man was reported wounded, who had jumped off the a building
fearing for his life.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Wednesday distributed buses to 422 educational
institutes in the capital under the PM Education Reforms program.Addressing the inauguration
ceremony for the program at one of the schools, the Prime Minister said the government wants to
ensure children are provided with all latest facilities and an excellent environment for studies.He
also announced that a bypass will be built for school children arriving from Barakahu area.“You
children are the future of Pakistan,” the premier said, to huge applause from the audience. “You
are precious to us, you will grow up and serve the country. You will make us proud.”The Prime
Minister, accompanied by his daughter Maryam Nawaz at the inauguration, said that Maryam
Nawaz is paying special attention to children’s education.Maryam Nawaz, addressing the
ceremony earlier, said the government is working to bridge the gap between public and private
schools in the country.The Prime Minister cut a cake with the children and took rounds in the new
bus with the children. He further said that the ministers will continue to visit schools and pledged to
personally visit the schools as well.

The federal government would spend Rs 1.4 billion on providing scholarships to talented students
of FATA.Sources of FATA secretariat informed while speaking in a government-run radio
programme that students from Class V to Class Xll are being provided regular scholarships so that
they could continue their education.More than 3,000 tribal students are benefiting from this
programme, they added.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Wednesday inaugurated a water filtration plant at the sacred
Hindu temple Katas Raj. The filtration plant set up at the temple’s holy Amrat Jal pond will provide
clean drinking water to the pilgrims visiting the place. The prime minister planted a sapling in the
premises of the temple.He also visited different sections of Katas Raj where he was briefed about
its historic significance. Minister for Religious Affairs Sardar Yusuf and Chairman Evacuee Trust
Property Board Siddig-ul-Farooq accompanied the Prime Minister
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El Raiway Station

Action Plan for the Removal of Encroachment to upgrade
Karachi Circular Railway

r—' I > Encroachment along the KCR Stations. ; y
Short Summarylof Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) " Station Encroached . Railway Reservation
Karachi Circular Railway was built and opened for the public in two phases in the year 1964 . Kisalacies) . .

and 1970. The primary purpose of KCR was to connect several districts within the Karachi city WazlrMans|onTstation) 29.28 #—.—} Railway Line

to the outlying districts. The track initiated from Drigh Road Station on main line and ended on = = =

Karachi City Station. Meanwhile the track passed through from the most populated areas of Wazir Mansion - Baldia 0.82
gKarachii.e, Ish: Igbal, list: -Johar, Li SITE, Baldia, Liyari, Orangi Nullah 191 E Mangrove
|Kharadar. KCR became operational in 1970's. By 1980's KCR was a source of transportation to Orangi - Nazimabad 12 ¢ Mali

more than 6 million passengers per year as it was operating 24 trains per day and the main line : " " 4% hded)

operates 80 trains per day. In Dec 1999, KCR operations had been stopped due to lack of ’ Nazimabad - Liaquatabad 2.36 Landuse

finances allocated to upgrade the railway infrastructure. Its operation was restored again in Liaquatabad - Gilani 316

March 2005, Gilani - Urdu Coll )

Primarily, it was decided that the restoration of KCR was to be undertaken by the Japan ilani - Urdu College Park

International Cooperation Agency (JICA) but government had failed to comply with its Urdu College to University 4.16

conditions. KCR project came under the CPEC in December 2016, when Chinese authorities University - Depot Hill. 091 River

have approved the inclusion of KCR of Sindh in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). Encroachment on KCR Mainfine

Issues with KCR o ! X . . . Station Encroached Town Boundary

The area covered by Karachi Circular Railway is 360 acres. According to the Railway official 67 Area(acres)

acres of KCR are encroached upon of the total KCR area in KCR loop and main railway line Tower - Karachi Cit 046

with 47 acres and 20 acres respectively. The encroached land contains more than 4500 houses = Y , £ ]

and approximately 3000 other settiements which accounted for 20 percent path of KCR. This Karachi City - Karachi Cantt 1.67

project can only be successful if these encroachments are removed from the path Karachi Cantt - Chanesar Halt 5.837 Date of Creation Jan 15,2017

- ! Chanesar Halt - Departure Yard 1.77 Pl onDatum g3 B4 Geographic

veofouece Departure Yard - Drigh Road 2,63 N
o ; A
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