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Mn Hemorrhagic Fever claims tw

Deaths of two confirmed patients of Crimean-Congo Hemorrhagic Fever (CCHF)
involving Punjab province in last 10 days convinced health professionals to stress
on the need of strict preventive measures while fearing an outbreak of the deadly
infection in the country.

Dr. Sagheer Ahmed, a general surgeon at Victoria Hospital, Bahawalpur, died of
the infection at Aga Khan Hospital in Karachi on Saturday while the other patient,
a female medical student tested positive for CCHF and died at Victoria Hospital
Bahawalpur some 10 days back. Dr. Sagheer contracted infection during
management of the female patient at the Victoria Hospital.

00N

The appearance of confirmed cases of CCHF in Bahawalpur calls for serious
attention from all stakeholders including experts from health department and
livestock department, said Additional District Health Officer Dr. Muhammad Najeeb
Durrani while talking to ‘The News' on Sunday.

He added that the CCHF has an infrequent incidental appearance in Pakistan and
it can appear anywhere but at the most risks are animal handlers and the health
care providers. “The most important thing is to create awareness among high risk
groups and general public to avoid losses.”

Studies reveal that the CCHF is caused by Nairovirus of the Bunyaviridae family
and can be transmitted to humans by the bite of Hyalomma tick that is mostly
found on the skin of animals including goat, sheep or cattle. The CCHF is also
caused by direct contact with the blood of an infected animal or human. Exposure
to blood or tissue of the infected animal during or post slaughtering and direct
contact with blood or secretions of infected person may also cause transmission.

Dr. Durrani said that CCHF is caused by the bite of an infected tick and when an
infected tick having virus bites an animal, the animal usually goat, sheep or cattle
gets infected by developing fever having virus in its blood. At that point in time the
virus is circulating in the blood of that animal and when it is slaughtered, the
person slaughtering the animal gets infected or the animal handler coming in close
contact with the infected animal contracts infection, he said.

He explained that the person slaughtering the animal or living in close contact with
the infected animal develops fever. As the Congo fever virus circulates in his
blood, his platelets get depleted resulting in haemorrhages, he said.

After infection of the first human, comes the most deadly feature as the Index case
is usually only one but disease starts human to human transmission, that is the [
most deadly feature of the infection, said Dr. Durrani

H

He added that everyone must understand that the only measure to stop the
spread of disease is barrier nursing and basic bio-safety measures. The
suspected persons including attendants and health care providers should be
monitored for developing fever and if they develop fever, they must be admited to
hospitals in isolation for test and immediate response, he said.

He added that a laboratory meeting all international bio safety levels is needed to
test the CCHF virus and in Pakistan, only NIH enjoys this BSL-3 status. The
required blood samples from the suspected patients must be taken by a trained
lab attendant and transported to laboratory in a highly safe triple packing in a
carrier reserved for transporting highly contagious material with label, he said.

He said health departments and hospitals should create awareness among its
employees, particularly the health care providers to know the importance of barrier
nursing and bio safety protocols.
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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

(0Fo]a (o Lo 5 (T1a el g g ELe [N ZAT 8N ISLAMABAD: Deaths of two confirmed patients of the Crimean-Congo Hemorrhagic Fever
I ET TN YR R GELSE  (CCHF) involving the Punjab province in the last 10 days convinced health professionals to stress
The News, August 1, 2016 on the need of strict preventive measures while fearing an outbreak of the deadly infection in the
‘ ‘ country.

Dr. Sagheer Ahmed, a general surgeon at Victoria Hospital, Bahawalpur, died of the infection at
the Aga Khan Hospital in Karachi on Saturday while the other patient, a female medical student
tested positive for CCHF, died at Victoria Hospital, Bahawalpur, some 10 days back. Dr. Sagheer
contracted infection during management of the female patient at the Victoria Hospital.

The appearance of confirmed cases of CCHF in Bahawalpur calls for serious attention from all
stakeholders, including experts from health department and livestock department, said Additional
District Health Officer Dr. Muhammad Najeeb Durrani while talking to ‘The News’ on Sunday. He
added that the CCHF has an infrequent incidental appearance in Pakistan and it can appear
anywhere but at the most risk are animal handlers and healthcare providers. “The most important
thing is to create an awareness among high risk groups and general public to avoid losses.”

Studies reveal that the the CCHF is caused by Nairovirus of the Bunyaviridae family and can be
transmitted to humans by the bite of Hyalomma tick that is mostly found on the skin of animals
including goat, sheep or cattle. The CCHF is also caused by direct contact with the blood of an
infected animal or human. Exposure to blood or tissue of the infected animal during or post
slaughtering and direct contact with blood or secretions of infected person may also cause
transmission.

Dr. Durrani said that the CCHF is caused by the bite of an infected tick and when an infected tick
having virus bites an animal, the animal usually goat, sheep or cattle gets infected by developing
fever having virus in its blood.

At that point in time, the virus is circulating in the blood of that animal and when it is slaughtered,
the person slaughtering the animal gets infected or the animal handler coming in close contact with
the infected animal contracts infection, he said. He explained that the person slaughtering the
animal or living in close contact with the infected animal develops fever.

As the Congo fever virus circulates in his blood, his platelets get depleted resulting in
haemorrhages, he said.After infection of the first human, comes the most deadly feature as the
Index case is usually only one but disease starts human-to- human transmission, the most deadly
feature of t he infection, said Dr. Durrani. He explained that in most of the cases, patient’s
attendant or health care provider gets the virus inadvertently mostly on his hands and takes to
ingest by touching his own mouth, eyes or nose. “The virus in this secondary infection starts
multiplying itself in the new host rapidly and this mode of transmission is called nasocomial
transmission.” He said after appearance of a case, every person attending the patient is at risk.
What is needed is to establish and develop Infection Control Protocols in all healthcare settings, he
said. He added that everyone must understand that the only measure to stop the spread of
disease is barrier nursing and basic bio-safety measures. The suspected persons including
attendants and health care providers should be monitored for developing fever and if they develop
fever, they must be admitted to hospitals in isolation for test and immediate response, he said. He
added that a laboratory meeting all international bio safety levels is needed to test the CCHF virus
and in Pakistan, only NIH enjoys this BSL-3 status. The required blood samples from the
suspected patients must be taken by a trained lab attendant and transported to laboratory in a
highly safe triple packing in a carrier reserved for transporting highly contagious material with label,
he said. He said the disease is endemic in Balochistan and in regions having borders with
Afghanistan such as Loralai, Qila Abdullah, Chaman and Zhob however its cases have also been
reported from Karachi, Mirpur AJK, Peshawar, Multan, Attock, Hazara division and Rawalpindi. He
said health departments and hospitals should create awareness among its employees, particularly
the health care providers to know the importance of barrier nursing and bio safety protocols.

CDA to plant 300,000 ISLAMABAD: The Capital Development Authority (CDA) will make the upcoming Monsoon Tree
saplings during monsoon Plantation Drive (MTPD) successful with participation of people from all walks of life, said
Pakistan Today, July 31, 2016 Environment Member Sanaullah Aman.

Aman said that during the MTPD, 300,000 saplings of different species would be planted all over
the city. Special arrangements have been made to ensure proper growth of the saplings to be
planted in the drive so that the ‘green character’ of federal capital could be further enhanced, he
added.

The CDA environment member said this while chairing a meeting at CDA headquarters to finalise
the arrangements of upcoming MTPD. The meeting was attended by environment director general
and other senior officers of formations concerned of the authority.

The meeting was informed that MTPD would be launched on August 10 at open area of rose and
jasmine garden and in this regard, a colourful launching ceremony has been planned which would
be attended by the people from different walks of life particularly by the students of different
educational institutes. The meeting was informed that famous personalities, celebrities from
showbiz and other areas are also expected to participate in the launching ceremony. The meeting
was also briefed that during the upcoming campaign, special attention has been given to forest
area.

Furthermore, 15,000 fruit trees would also be planted at Lake View Park during the campaign.
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Shahbaz wants
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Environment Member Aman directed the officers of the environment wing to finalise arrangements
of MTPD 2016 at the earliest so that desired result could be achieved.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif has directed that concerned federal
and provincial departments should complete all preparations in view of recent rains and all
necessary arrangements be completed for the protection of life and property of the people against
possible flood.

He said that no negligence or laxity will be tolerated in this regard. Federal and provincial
departments should keep a close contact and remain vigilant to cope with any emergent situation,
he added. He said that moment-to-moment information should be exchanged and in its light,
necessary arrangements be made.

He said that administration of concerned district should monitor arrangements being made for
dealing with potential flood. He said that there should be no lack of coordination among federal
and provincial institutions and strict action will be taken in case of any negligence. He said that all
precautionary arrangements should be completed in the districts and immediate evacuation of the
population be ensured in case of flood threat.

The Chief Minister issued these instructions while addressing a three hours long video link
conference on Saturday during which arrangements for coping with possible flood in the province
were reviewed in detail. Shahbaz Sharif directed that Cabinet Sub-Committee should review the
arrangements by visiting south Pun-jab.

He directed to complete the programme of saving of people against flood in Nullah Aik within a
year and added that all out resources will be provided for increasing the capacity of Nullah Aik. He
said that this project be forwarded on priority basis. He also directed to continuously monitor the
flow of water in the dams and keep a close contact with federal departments in this connection.

He directed PDMA to provide abundance stock of relief goods in the districts where rains are
expected. He said that indiscriminate action would be taken against those making illegal breach in
bunds. The Chief Minister also directed to make arrangements of medicines, vaccination, fodder,
and Vanda for animals. He said that ten crore rupees have been released to the concerned
districts for coping with any emergent situation and relief activities.

He said that there should be proper arrangement of food, medicines and fodder in concerned
districts due to possible flood. Shahbaz Sharif said that Cabinet Committee on Flood should
ensure immediate implementation of the decisions taken and no negligence will be tolerated in this
regard. He said that safety arrangements should be effective and comprehensive in all respects
and boats, dewater-ing sets and other equipments should be in 100 percent working condition.

He said that timely provision of machinery and equipments be ensured in any emergent situation
and control room should work round the clock. Members Provincial Cabinet Committee on Flood
participated in the meeting from Civil Secretariat whereas Chairman NDMA, DG Meteorology,
authorities of WAPDA, SUPARCO and concerned federal departments from Islamabad and
commissioners of concerned divisions, DCOs of concerned districts and authorities of different
departments also attended the meeting through video link.

Director General Meteorology gave a briefing regarding weather situation during coming days
whereas Secretary lIrrigation, Acting DG PDMA, Chairman NDMA and senior authorities of other
departments informed the meeting regarding arrangements being made by their departments.

ISLAMABAD: At least four people, including building and hotel owners were booked as dengue
larva was fund within the New Town and Sadigabad police jurisdictions.

Environment protection official Abdul Salam lodged a complaint with the New Town police that
during inspection of the shops, buildings and hotels, he found dengue larva on building premises
owned by Khalid, Nabeel and Rahman.

Meanwhile, Muhammad Zubair, a health official lodged a complaint with the Sadigabad police that
during inspection of shops and hotels, he found dengue larva on the premises of a hotel owned by
Farhan Rahman.

Flooding is an annual problem during the monsoon season in South Asia, but the impact has been
worsened by crumbling civic infrastructure, clogged drains and uncontrolled urban expansion.

Separately, 21 people were killed on Saturday July 30, when a bus carrying wedding guests was
washed off a mountainous road by floodwater and flung into a gorge, a Pakistan official said.
“Dead bodies of 14 people had been retrieved, most of those killed and wounded were women and
children,” Rahimullah Mehsud, a local government official of Khyber tribal district, where the
incident took place, said. The accident happened when a pick-up truck carrying the groom’s party
of more than 20 people was hit by floods in a remote village of Khyber, one of Pakistan’s seven
tribal districts bordering Afghanistan.

Mehsud said a search was ongoing for the missing but rescue workers and residents were facing
difficulties as the “area is remote and mountainous”. He added: “We have no exact number of
those travelling in the Datsun pick-up but residents told us there were more than 20.”

The heavy monsoon rains began earlier this month, drenching the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
central Punjab provinces, which have been badly affected by flooding in recent years that some
scientists have linked to climate change.

KARACHI: A doctor who was treating patients in Bahawalpur for the Congo virus passed away on
Saturday at a local hospital. Sagheer Ahmed was seeking treatment for the Congo virus. Three
other doctors are seeking treatment for the Congo virus at a private hospital on Stadium Road.

Livestock workers are at a risk to contracting the Congo Virus when they make contact with
National g
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‘Pakistan climate authority
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18 more dengue fever
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22 killed as rain, flash
floods wreak havoc in
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province
Daily Excelsior, July 28, 2016

National
Journalists
Forum

¢

infectious blood and body fluids of animals. It can transfer from one infected person to the other
and may result in death.

Adviser to Chief Minister Punjab on Health Khwaja Salman Rafique has constituted a special team
consisting of senior clinicians of Health Department after surfacing of Congo virus in Bahawalpur.

The team would furnish its report after examining the situation. All contacts of Congo fever patients
are being kept in quarantine. These people would remain under surveillance during the incubating
period of Congo virus so as to control spread of the disease.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Climate Change Zahid Hamid informed the Senate that the government
was introducing short, medium and long term policies besides setting up the Pakistan Climate
Change Authority to cope with challenges of climate change effectively.

Replying to a calling attention notice raised by Col. Tahir Hussain Mashhadi about the increasing
threats of natural disasters in the country and the policy of the government to save lives and
properties of Pakistani people from such calamities, he said that Pakistan was also included in the
list of countries that were affected by climate change. He said that trees were being planted across
the country under the Green Pakistan Project and the prime minister was also taking a keen
interest in this regard. The prime minister had allocated billions of rupees for climate change, he
added.

The minister said that global warming affected Pakistan and glaciers were melting which resulted
in floods. He said Pakistan ranked eighth most affected country by global warming. He said the
average temperature was being increased one degree Centigrade due to global warming
phenomena.

Zahid Hamid said the Pakistan climate authority was being set up, which would have
representation of relevant ministries and departments. An Act would be brought for setting up the
authority which would take steps to effectively face challenges in the wake of climate and
environmental changes, the minister added. He said that a draft had also been prepared in this
regard, adding that Pakistan would be included among those few countries where climate change
Act was implemented.

KARACHI: As many as 20 more dengue viral fever cases have been reported from Sindh province
in a week, out of which 18 were detected from Karachi, taking the patients toll to 841 in the
province since January 2016.

According to the weekly report issued by Prevention and Control Programme for Dengue in Sindh,
at least 20 new dengue fever cases surfaced in Sindh province from 22 to 28 July 2016, out of
which 18 were reported from Karachi, one each from Mirpurkhas and Shaheed Benazirabad.

Out of total 18 new dengue fever cases were detected in Karachi last week, four were reported
from District Central, two from District South, three from District West, seven from District East,
one each from district Korangi and Malir.

In 2016, total 841 dengue fever cases were reported in Sindh province since 1st January 2016, out
of which 778 were detected from Karachi, 15 from Hyderabad, five each from Sukkur and Ghotki,
four from Tando Muhammad Khan, Mirpurkhas and Larkana, three each from Dadu, Tharparkar,
Khairpur and Shaheed Benazirbad , two each from Badin, Thatta, Jamshoro, Umer Kot, Sanghar,
Naushero Feroz and Shikarpur. One death was reported from dengue fever from Shaheed
Benazirabad this year so far.

ISLAMABAD: At least 22 people were killed and scores of others injured as downpour and flash
floods battered parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab. Widespread rains lashed Malakand,
Hazara, Peshawar and Mardan divisions while southern parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and its
adjacent tribal areas received light showers.

Abbottabad town received 90mm of rainfall, Malam Jabba ? a tourist resort in Swat district 44mm,
Peshawar 20mm, Risalpur 21mm, Cherat 19mm, Kohat 2mm, Saidu Sharif 9mm, Dir 9mm and
Pattan 18mm, the Pakistan Meteorological Department said. It has issued an alert for glacial lake
outburst flood (GLOF) in Chitral district and asked the authorities concerned to adopt
precautionary measures. Flash floods claimed 29 lives in Chitral on July 2.

According to a statement issued by the Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA), three
people lost their lives in Abbottabad and two in Upper Dir in rain-related incidents. Three people
were injured in the two districts. It said two houses in Haripur and one residential quarter in
Abbottabad collapsed.

The Met office said Five people and 17 others suffered injuries when a passenger van plunged into
a deep ravine in the Nakka Kalley area of Orakzai agency.

Two children were swept away in floodwater in Wari sub-division of Upper Dir. Body of a girl, who
drowned in a stream in Narhand Khwar area, was recovered. The body was shifted to Wari
hospital for identification. Life came to a grinding halt in Abbottabad district, where three people
were killed and as many injured in rain-related incidents. Damage to properties was also reported
in parts of Galiyat and Abbottabad city. Power supply was disrupted in different areas of the
district. Roof of the house of one Mohammad Yousaf caved in, killing his two sons ? 12-year-old
Ihsanullah and seven-year-old Imranullah. His wife Zulekha Bibi was taken to the DHQ Hospital,
Abbottabad, with injuries A Fifteen-year-old girl was buried alive after the roof of her house
collapsed in Lora area. It started raining on Tuesday night and continued till Wednesday afternoon.
Several houses collapsed in Bilal Town, Hassan Town, PMA Kakul road, Sethi Masijid locality and
Narian area. Heavy rain lashed northeast Punjab province from Lahore to Rawalpindi, leaving
seven people dead and 38 others injured.

Regional tributaries of River Chenab swelled after the rainfall in the Sialkot region. The Met
department forecast medium to high flood in the region over the next 24 hours. A peak of high to
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very high flood is expected in River Jhelum [upstream Mangla] and medium to high in River
Chenab during this period. The worst hit was Gujranwala where the Met department reported a
record 199mm of rain by 8pm. Four people were killed in Sialkot and two in Gujrat in rain-related
incidents. One person was killed and 18 others were injured in rain-related incidents in Rawalpindi.
According to the Met department, Gujrat received 158mm of rain (also a record), Sialkot (Cantt
123mm, airport 110mm), Rawalpindi (Chaklala 88mm, Shamsabad 84), Islamabad (Golra 88mm,
Z.P. 85mm, Bokra 60mm, Saidpur 33mm), Jhelum 77mm, Mangla 74mm, Murree 56mm, Mandi
Bahauddin 55mm, Joharabad 54mm, Sargodha 49mm, Chakwal 29mm and Kakul 79mm. The Met
department forecast rain-thunderstorm accompanied by gusty winds with isolated heavy falls at a
number of places in Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Lahore, Sargodha, Faisalabad and Sahiwal divisions,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Islamabad, Fata and Kashmir on Thursday and Friday. Scattered rain was
also expected in Bahawalpur, Dera Ghazi Khan, Multan, Zhob, Kalat, Nasirabad, Mirpurkhas and
Sukkur divisions and Gilgit-Baltistan. The expected heavy downpour may cause flash floods and
landslides in the vulnerable areas of Punjab, KP and Gilgit-Baltistan. (AGENCIES)

ISLAMABAD: The Canadian Acting High Commissioner in Pakistan Stuart Savage on Thursday
appreciated the efforts of Pakistani government to tackle climate change effects.

In a meeting with the Federal Minister for Law, justice and Climate Change Zahid Hamid, the
Canadian acting high commissioner, who was accompanied by Counselor Trade and Commercial
Allison steward, also assured Pakistan of Canada’s support in this regard. The High Commissioner
said that Canadian companies are also working on small solar projects in Pakistan.

Warning of a possible rise in heatwave deaths due to climate change, the United Nations Office for
Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) today called for measures to reduce mortality from this natural
hazard. The warning came days after the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) announced
that global temperatures for the first six months of this year reached new highs, setting 2016 on
track to be the hottest-ever on record, and the temperature hit 54 degrees Celsius in Kuwait last
week.

“Millions of people around the world should be receiving heat-related warnings and advisories if we
are to avoid a repeat of the thousands of deaths which occurred last year from heatwaves notably
in Asia and Europe,” said Robert Glasser, the UN Secretary-General's Special Representative for
Disaster Risk Reduction.

From 2005 to 2014, an average of 25 major heatwaves were recorded each year resulting in an
annual average death toll of 7,232. In 2015, the hottest year on record, there were 3,275 reported
deaths from heatwaves in France, 2,248 in India, and 1,229 in Pakistan.

“Climate change is amplifying the impact of many extreme weather events including heatwaves,”
he added, stressing the need for disaster risk management to focus more on extreme heat to
reduce mortality from this particular natural hazard. He called for greater effort to ensure that the
poor and vulnerable including refugees, children, older persons and persons living with disabilities
are reached with early warnings, and that they have access to water and adequate shelter and
protection from the heat and the sun.

The theme of this year's International Day for Disaster Reduction on 13 October is reducing
mortality.
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NDMA-Daily Monsoon Situation Report No.14

July 30 to 31, 2016
Preliminary Damges/ Losses

Provinces Deaths

Injured
Male Female Children Total Male Female Children Total
KP 25 8 17 50* 13 5 8 26
Balochistan 3 - - 3 5 3 - 8
AJ &K 1 - - 1 1 - -
[ETHE]ED - 1 - 1 - - - -
FATA 2 9 16 27 - - - -
Total 31 18 33 82 19 8 8 35
Key M,F,C and T denotes Male, Female, Children and Total respectively.
Source PDMAs
*Ursoon Village, Tehsil Drosh, District Chitral Losses

. 20 Male, 3 Female & 6 Children, Total 29

. 23 Recovered, 6 are still Missing
Private / Government Property / Livelihood Losses & Damages

Provinces Houses Damages Villages Affecred Crop Cattle Govt

Partially Fully Total  Partially  Fully Total ?Xs:’;:;' P:rf::e g P’°;’e"t

KP 48 29 77" - 1 1 - - 2
schools

Balochistan 31 - 31 - - - - 30 -
Islamabad 1 - 1 - - - - - -
Total 80 29 109 - 1 1 - 30 2

Source: PDMAs.
*35 Partial, 20 Fully, Total 55 Houses Damaged in Ursoon Village.
Final assessment is in progress by respective DMAs.

Relief Provided by NDMA & PDMAs

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Balochistan Total

PDMA/ NDMA PDMA Sindh PDMA Punjab PDMA NDMA

DDMA
Tents 400 - 100 300 100 - 900
Foods Items (Tons) 1 30 (flour) - 10 2 - 43 Tons
Blankets 350 - 200 1,000 100 - 1,650
Plastic Mats 300 - - 300 - - 600
Kitchen Sets 100 - - - - - 100

PDMA KP-Daily Monsoon Situation Report
As of July 28, 2016

District-wise Damages Updates

Persons

District Persons Houses Damaged Cause/ Remarks

Dead Injured Fully Partially

Shangla 2 0 1 0 Heavy Rain

Dir Upper 2 1 0 0 Flash Flood
Kohistan 0 6 0 0 Landsliding
Abottabad 3 2 1 1 Rain/ Landsliding
Haripur 0 0 3 0 Rain/ Landsliding
Battagram 2 0 0 0 Flash Flood
Total 9 9 5 1 -
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International Federation of Red Cross And Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)
Pakistan: Floods Emergency Plan of Action Final Report

July 29, 2016

Situation Analysis

Description of Monsoon rains together with glacial lake outburst floods (GLOF) pounded several parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Disaster (KP), Gilgit Baltistan (GB), Punjab, Balochistan, Sindh and Pakistan Administered Jammu and Kashmir State
(PJK) in Pakistan during mid-July 2015. The flooding caused damage to more than 4,111 villages, affecting
1,572,191 people with 238 reported deaths and 232 persons injured. More than one million people were
evacuated with 835 relief camps established.1 The provinces of KP and Punjab were amongst the worst hit
where the flooding caused damage to houses, crops and infrastructure.

Soon after the onset of disaster in mid-July, Pakistan Red Crescent (PRC) conducted assessments in KP,
Punjab and Sindh, identifying need for emergency health services, food, emergency shelter and essential
household items. At the start of the operation, access to safe drinking water also emerged as one of the top
priorities in the affected areas, as drinking water sources, such as hand pumps, boreholes, and tube wells were
either damaged or inundated.

Summary of Response

Overview of host The PRC national headquarters lead a rapid need assessment which informed the plan of action (PoA) of
National Society disaster relief emergency fund (DREF) launched on 12 August 2015. However, after conducting detailed
assessment and considering the scale of the disaster on 27 August 2015, an emergency appeal was launched
to support 38,570 people in six districts of three provinces including KP, Punjab and Sindh. The appeal was
later revised on 14 December 2015 to CHF 550,477 to continue provision of assistance to 38,570 people.

With the help of the emergency appeal, the PRC was able to achieve the following:
. Detailed assessment, which informed the needs and selection of beneficiaries.
e 21,000 people (3,000 families) reached through distribution of 3,000 food packs in Sindh.
° 18,080 people (2,510 families2 ) assisted with non-food items3 in Sindh, Punjab and KP.

. 4,192 people (524 families) in Chitral, KP received household water filters as well as information
regarding their use.

. 3,630 people in affected districts of Sindh reached through services delivered by one mobile health
unit.

. Procurement of 5,000 blankets, 3,500 mosquito nets, 1,000 solar-powered lamps and 2,900
household water filters completed to replenish the disaster preparedness (DP) stock.

. To support coordination and partnership, the PRC convened two meetings (the first on 28 July and
the second on 11 August) to update Movement partners on the flood situation, the immediate
response actions, planned activities and opportunities for support.

Overview of Red The IFRC assumed a coordination role and maintained regular communication with in-country and external
Cross Red Crescent Movement partners interested in providing support to the National Society. The IFRC Pakistan country office
W AT IR NITRIAS  shared regular updates on the PRC response activities with humanitarian actors in the country through fora
such as the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UNOCHA and the Pakistan Humanitarian Forum (PHF). The
IFRC country office team provided technical support to the PRC in mobilisation of financial resources for the
response operations by launching DREF and emergency appeal. The Canadian Red Cross Society contributed
to the appeal, while Danish Red Cross and Turkish Red Crescent Societies provided bilateral support to the
National Society.

Overview of non- At national level, the NDMA took the lead in coordinating the response. At provincial and district levels, the
RCRC actors in response was coordinated by the respective provincial, state and district disaster management authorities.
country Additionally, at the district level, PRC branches worked in collaboration with the District Deputy Commissioners
who were responsible for coordinating the response efforts at district level.

National
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES

“We will make Pakistan
secure for every ethnicity
and religion”: PM

Radio Pakistan, August 01, 2016

Terrorists, facilitators are

on the run: COAS
Express Tribune, August 01, 2016

Rs9.3mn bounty disbursed
among police teams for
arresting TTP commander,

5 militants
Business Recorder, August 01,
2016
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DETAILS

PM Chairs Meeting on Internal Security and NAP

Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif chaired meeting to review the state of internal security
and implementation of National Action Plan at PM House today. The meeting discussed at length
the internal security situation of the country and different aspects of the National Action Plan. The
PM lauded the performance of Law Enforcement Agencies in maintaining peace and security in the
country. “Extremist ideology is a global threat; being the frontline state in war on terror, Pakistan
confronted the blowback of terrorists for several years. No other country has suffered to the extent
Pakistan has been affected socially and economically while fighting the scourge of terrorism and
extremism”: PM. “The federal government will facilitate the provincial governments by effective
coordination and intelligence sharing through the federal agencies”: “We will make Pakistan secure
for every ethnicity and religion; the country has embarked upon a right track and we will enable
every citizen to reap the benefits of a secure, stable and prosperous Pakistan”: PM

The meeting was attended by Minister for Finance Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Dar, Minister for Interior
Ch. Nisar Ali Khan, National Security AdvisorLt Gen (R) Nasser Khan Janjua, DG ISI Lt
Gen Rizwan Akhtar, DG IB Mr. Aftab Sultan and other senior government officials.

CHITRAL / ISLAMABAD: Army chief General Raheel Sharif on Sunday said that though terrorists
and their facilitators are on the run the success of ongoing counter-terror operations depends on
the continued support of the nation, especially the youth.

General Raheel was speaking at the Shandur Festival in Chitral. “I can assure you that terrorists
and their facilitators are on the run. The day is not far away when our beloved nation will be
recognised because of its prosperity and peace and stability in the world,” read the transcript of his
speech released by the military’s media wing, Inter-Services Public Relations. Gen Raheel pointed
out that peace in the country was largely won through countless sacrifices of the people and
Pakistan military with Operation Zarb-e-Azb an extension of this spirit and determination. He added
that the day was not far when terrorism will be rooted out of the country and peace will be restored.
“Our journey to establish durable peace will continue with the same vigour,” he said, adding that
the continued success of this endeavour hinges on the support of the nation, particularly the youth.

Speaking about the Shandur Festival, Gen Raheel said that it was made possible through
sacrifices of the nation and the armed forces that peace has returned to the area. He added that
the event will not only the event will not only promote tourism in the area at the national and
international levels but also sends a clear message to the terrorists that despite their attacks, the
people continue their with their traditions. “Your attendance in great numbers in this festival is
laudable and depictive of a resilient nation,” the army chief said. “This colourful festival not only
reflects our bright future but also shows Pakistan’s path towards achieving peace and stability.” He
also acknowledged that the people of Chitral and Gilgit-Baltistan have recently gone through some
challenging times since their region was not only remote, but has been affected by natural
disasters. “As you are well aware, soldiers of Pakistan army and FC as well as doctors have fully
supported you in these testing times,” General Raheel said. He added that the army has always
stood by the people under all circumstances. “We will not hesitate from any sacrifice, be it for the
defence of our nation or the people,” he assured the audience.

Later, the army chief congratulated the event’s organisers including the army, FC, Chitral Scouts
and other law enforcement agencies for successfully holding a peaceful festival. A paragliding
session from over 18,000 feet was staged by SSG Commandos of the army, a first for the event.

Gen Raheel was presented with an overcoat by Gilgit-Baltistan Chief Minister Hafizur Rehman,
before distributing prizes among players both from G-B and Chitral.

The government of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and G-B had worked hard to arrange the festival after a
gap of four years. The three-day Shandur festival had kicked off on Friday with a large number of
people from Chitral and G-B as well as foreigners showing up to see the festival’'s main event, the
polo tournament.

PESHAWAR: Inspector General of Police (IGP) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Nasir Khan Durrani on
Monday disbursed head money of Rs 9.3 million among police teams for arresting a TTP
commander and five notorious militants and proclaimed offenders.

The bounty was given at a ceremony here at the office of IGP. Six police officers received the
head-money on behalf of their teams for arresting the militants. Their arrests helped resolve 50
cases of terrorism.

Briefing the ceremony, the Additional Inspector General of Counter-Terrorism Department, KP said
the arrested militants included by the six police officers and their teams included Molvi Bahadar
Jan was a commander of Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). He was a resident of Mureeb Khel in
Baka Khel, Bannu. He remained a close companion of TTP leadership, including Baitullah
Mehsood, Hakimullah Mehsood and Hafiz Gul Bahadar. He was involved in attacks on security
forces, besides firing and bomb blasts in Bannu. He carried head money of Rs 5 million.

Similarly, the second arrested terrorist Wali Muhammad alias Machai, a resident of Tarpatar, Urya
Khal Dir Upper, was involved in attacks on police, security forces and government installations in
Upper Dir district. He carried head money of Rs 1 million.

Likewise, terrorist Gulab Sher, a resident of Zargari in Bannu district, was involved in terrorist
attacks on police/ security forces and kidnapping for ransom cases. He also carried head money of
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common vision for

regional security’
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Over 15,000 hate mongers

arrested in 18 months
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Rs 1 million.

Terrorist Asghar alias Mama, a resident of Kund Khwar, presently Badrashai in Nowshera district
was wanted in bomb blasts in schools and other government installations in Peshawar and
Nowshera and carried head money of Rs. 1.5 million.

Similarly Saif Ali alias Safi, a resident of Ustarzai Payan, Kohat, was also involved in a bomb blast
at Peshawar Chowk, Kohat, besides kidnapping for ransom and murder cases. He carried head
money of Rs 300,000.

Jameel, a resident of Terah Maidan, presently Tanda Banda in Kohat was also involved in bomb
blasts, kidnapping for ransom and murder cases in Kohat. He carried head money of Rs 500,000.

It may be mentioned that the militants were arrested as a result of joint efforts of police and other
law enforcing agencies.

Addressing the officers, the IGP appreciated them for their dedication and courage, which he said,
was a matter of pride for whole KP police force. He expressed full confidence in the CTD team
members and advised them that the accused be challaned after thorough investigation. He also
stressed that proper follow-up of the cases in the courts should be made so that the arrested
miscreants were convicted.

LAHORE: “Pakistan and USA must remain engaged in the best interest of Afghanistan” said
USIP’s Moeed Yusuf at a roundtable discussion held today by the Institute for Policy Reforms.

Earlier, in his opening comments Humayun Akhtar Khan, Chairman Institute for Policy Reforms
stated that Pakistan’s bilateral relations with USA are based on a narrow range of interests. For
fifteen years, Pakistan and USA have worked closely in the areas of regional security, counter
terrorism, terror financing, and on nuclear security. ‘Even within this narrow base, the relationship
runs through cycles of fluctuation. And today it stands at an ebb,’ he said.

Since 9/11, Pakistan has been critical in locating and defeating terrorist threats. The low point of
our relations today can be seen in US Congress’ refusal to grant subsidy for F 16 planes. US
bilateral assistance has decreased and CSF reimbursement is often put on hold. Both countries
have not been able to broad base the relationship. ‘We may not allow our partnership to be lost in
mutual lack of trust’. Moeed Yusuf explained that the fundamental problem in the US-Pakistan
relationship has remained transactional at the core despite constant efforts by both sides to create
a strategic partnership. The key issues that drive the relationship include Afghanistan, terrorism,
nuclear weapons, among others. Pakistan and the US do not see eye to eye on any of these and
this leads to periodic tensions even as they continue to cooperate at the same time.

While Afghanistan is no longer the US’s number one foreign policy concern, it is still a vital interest
and therefore the pressure on Pakistan to ‘do more’ against the Haqggani network is likely to
continue. Yusuf saw little hope of a total convergence in strategies between the two sides as
Pakistan believes that using force against the Haggani network can create a major backlash within
Pakistan. He warned that there is no sustainable solution possible in Afghanistan unless Pakistan
and the other neighbors are involved but the mistrust between Pakistan and the US on this issue
had become too deep for them to forge a common vision. Yet, he stressed that both sides needed
to continue engaging in the best interest of Afghanistan — with the aim of helping to end the
insurgency in the country. He also highlighted the importance of a positive Pakistan-Afghanistan
relationship and the danger in Kabul's approach to single out Pakistan as being responsible for its
problems. Yusuf argued that despite tensions over Afghanistan both sides understood the
importance of avoiding the mistakes of the 1990s whereby the bilateral relationship was cut off. He
said that he was convinced that both sides remained committed to continuing the relationship. The
challenge was for the two sides to isolate their tensions over Afghanistan from the broader
relationship so that their cooperation on other issues can continue. He felt that both governments
needed to work harder on changing the negative narratives about each other in their countries
because these narratives were responsible for the mistrust and made it harder for them to
convince each other of their sincerity. He highlighted that Pakistan was one of the few countries
that had recovered from a poor security situation in recent years and this creates an obvious
opening for Pakistan to promote a positive narrative about itself. He also spoke about the recent
failed Pakistani and Indian bids to enter the Nuclear Suppliers Group. He predicted that the U.S.
and other countries will make a strong effort for India’s entry in the future and that Pakistan had a
narrow window to convince the world to facilitate its entry as well. Since the NSG only admits
members through consensus, if India is admitted before Pakistan, it will almost certainly block
Pakistan’s entry thereafter. He therefore stressed the need for Pakistan to proactively engage the
U.S. and other major powers to garner support. Overall though, he was of the view that the U.S. tilt
towards India was real and natural given India’s expanding economic base and the Western
world’s concerns. He said that Pakistan needed to fundamentally reconsider its foreign policy
paradigm to extract greater benefits from a globalized economy. He saw the need to unlock South
Asia’s economic potential by exploring ways of greater cooperation within the region. Only then
can Pakistan truly turn its location into a strategic dividend. He praised Pakistan’s efforts with
China but suggested that Pakistan should see this as a complement to its relations with countries
like the U.S. rather than a substitute.

A spirited discussion followed his presentation in which senior former counter terrorism experts
from the police and Pakistan Army, former ambassadors, and prominent journalists participated
actively.

ISLAMABAD: The counter-terrorism authorities have arrested over 15,000 hate preachers as part
of a crucial exercise to swiftly execute the National Action Plan (NAP), a move federal government
claimed to ‘de-radicalise the society’ for maintaining constant peace in the country. Law
enforcement agencies rounded up 15,259 clerics, religious teachers and prayer leaders under
charges of ‘delivering hate speeches and possessing hate/anti state material’ following the newly
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formed laws to cope with terrorism and extremism under the NAP, revealed official progress report
obtained by Geo News (ASKKS Programme)/The News, showing progress made by the federal
government under the NAP in past eighteen months.

Tens of thousands of arrests were made on the basis of intelligence reports gathered by
counterterrorism department and special branch of provinces as well as by the operators of
intelligence bureau in thousands of combing operations being conducted across the country. “We
want to get rid of extremism—de-radicalise the society. It's only way to wage a successful war
against terrorism and extremism,” said Religious Affairs Minister Sardar Yousaf. “Come what may,
actions against all extremists under NAP will go on,” he declared while talking to Geo News/The
News. More than 14,869 cases were filed against hate preachers, clerics, religious teachers,
prayer leaders and dozens of religious scholars, official data exclusively obtained by Geo
News/The News further revealed. The counterterrorism forces arrested 11,169 clerics and hate
mongers who were later sent to courts for facing terrorism charges in 10,648 cases in Punjab—a
province claimed to find its security forces active in swiftly executing the NAP. The police and
Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) forces arrested 2,845 clerics in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa in last
one and half year. Later over 2,693 cases were filed against these accused religious leaders who
are now facing multiple charges under a newly formed plan to deal with extremists and hate
mongers in the province which witnessed 70 percent drop-down in terror attacks during this period.

Sindh police got managed to file 1,133 cases against 775 hate mongers who were spreading
extremism in society through their speeches and lectures in mosques and madrassahs during this
period. Official documents suggested that Balochistan province showed lethargic response when it
comes to handling extremists involved in delivering hate speeches and possessing hate materials
in the province. Around 108 cases were registered while 100 clerics were arrested by the law
enforcement agencies in the province.

The Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) police arrested 32 clerics that belonged to different schools
of thought since the NAP started. Later 119 cases were registered against these hate mongers in
the federal capital.

The government of Gilgit-Baltistan filed 33 cases against 40 clerics/religious teachers who were
violating loud speaker laws in the area. Majority of arrested clerics are said to be having affiliation
with Sunni and Shia community over there. The law enforcement agencies also filed 126 cases
against 200 religious school teachers and prayer leaders in Azad Jammu and Kashmir.

Official data further revealed that around 6,000 cases were registered against shopkeepers who
were selling either hate materials or anti state materials. Over 3,200 cases were registered against
owners of shopkeepers in K-P, 1085 in Punjab, 13 in G-B and 66 cases were filed against those
who hold hater materials in AJK. Over 1,200 books and hundreds of other instruments linkage to
extremism were confiscated by the police in Balochistan.

Under new NAP laws, the ICT and provinces have got geo-tagged over 62,600 mosques across
the country. Islamabad and Punjab have completed mapping exercise of all madrassahs while
mapping exercise of Sindh (80%), K-P (75%), Balochistan (60%) and Fata (85%) is going on and
will be completed by end of this year. The law enforcing agencies have also completed geo-
tagging of 2,926 minority worship places across the country.

“Arrests of religious teachers and clerics continued. We have taken up this issue with high ups—
but thousands of arrests go on as usual,” said Abdul Qadoos Mohammadi, the spokesperson for
Wafag-ul-Madaris Pakistan. Many other issues like registration of seminaries and opening of
accounts remain another sticking point, he added.

Former NACTA Chief Hamid Ali Khan says, "It's a long and complicated battle. Arresting hundreds
or thousands of clerics is not the solution. Extremism needs a holistic and comprehensive
approach. The entire society and state have to fight together. It means creating a tolerant society,
interfaith harmony, compassion and humanity. It involves defeating mindset, ideologies network
and financing of extremist groups and winning hearts and minds of people. lts way forward is to
bring Madressah reforms, modernise curriculum, education reforms and constructive role of media
and civil society in particular."

Strict legal action against ISLAMABAD: Minister for Interior and Narcotics Control Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan Monday said
I G NI AU IR R (Tl strict legal action would be taken against foreigners after August 31 for obtaining Computerized

obtaining chics iIIegaIIy: National Identity Cards (CNICs) illegally.

Nisar "Cases will be registered against those who have been living in the country by getting CNICs
Business Recorder, August 01, through unfair means after.Augu.st 31' anq they wou[d be sgnt tq prison. Sgch persons have only
2016 one month to surrender their Pakistani nationality," Nisar said while addressing a press conference
here. He said after the deadline, such CNIC holders would be arrested, sent to jail and also
repatriated to their mother countries. The minister said the first phase of CNIC verification
campaign had been completed successfully. The National Database and Registration Authority
(NADRA) received around 2.6 million SMS (short message service) from the people to get their
CNICs verified since the campaign was launched on July 1. In addition, NADRA sent 1.8 million
SMS while 2.24 million CNICs were verified which was almost 20 per cent of total number of cards
in the country, he added. "We have covered about one fifth of total CNIC holders during the first
phase of verification campaign," he said and termed the re-verification of CNICs national duty. "I
am committed there can be no compromise on the security of the country as well as the nation. |
will complete the task as earlier re-verification of mobile phone SIMs was also done through
biometric system successfully," he added. Nisar revealed that some 23,000 people had so far
been proved as intruders, around 25 per cent of them were confirmed as aliens. Four persons, he
said, had voluntarily surrendered their CNICs, which were obtained illegally and hoped the number
of such persons would increase. "l assure that with the help of NADRA, media and people we will
be able to throw the intruders out of the country," he added. Nisar said he was trying his best to
undo wrongdoings of the previous governments by introducing reforms and strictly following
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standard procedures while issuing identity documents to the people. He also announced Rs
10,000 prize each for the people for identifying fake Pakistani citizens. Nisar said a high-level
meeting on document verification issue would be called next week which would also be attended
by heads of intelligence services.

Giving statistics about the CNICs that were cancelled for security reasons, the minister said 26
cards were cancelled in 2011, 493 in 2012, 6062 in 2013, 22,361 in 2014, 96,689 in 2015 and
111,540 in 2016.

On the issue of Rangers' policing powers in Sindh, he said, "I hope there will be progress in the
extension of powers to the paramilitary force. Delay in this regard is tantamount to put the lives of
Rangers personnel in danger." He said recently the security personnel were martyred in Karachi
but their culprits had not been traced till now. "The paramilitary force have to have legal cover as
they curb criminals activities in the city." The minister said security forces personnel had put their
lives on stake and their sacrifices should not be wasted for taking political mileage. "We hope the
extension of Rangers' policing powers will not be delayed further. After the issuance of notification
in this regard the Karachi operation will be further strengthened which was initiated in consultation
with the provincial government to ensure peace in the mega city," he added.

Replying to a question, he said, "So far 31 personnel of security forces have sacrificed their
precious lives in the Karachi operation while 89 got injured." The Interior Minister said Rangers'
role should not be politicized as they were rendering services for peace in Karachi. Visible
reduction in crimes, he said, had been witnessed since the operation was launched in the city.
Both the federal and provincial governments should carry forward the operation for complete
restoration of peace there. The minister said he would constitute a parliamentary committee to get
complaints regarding blockade of CNICs. He said a meeting of home and interior ministers of
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) would be held in Islamabad on August
4.

Replying to a question, he said international airlines had been fined Rs 39.5 million out of which Rs
21 million was recovered and credited to the national kitty. This practice, he said, had helped curb
the practice of sending deportees to Pakistan without verification of their identity from Pakistani
authorities.

To a question about implementation status of National Action Plan (NAP), he said of total 20
points, there had been a satisfactory progress on 15. The operation against terrorism had almost
controlled explosions in the country. When asked about the Rangers' authority, he said it was for
the whole of Sindh province. In 154 operations conducted in interior Sindh, around 533 individuals
were apprehended, he added. Besides common criminals, the arrested persons included 34
belonging to banned organizations, 24 drug smugglers, 10 smugglers, 16 separatists and 127
illegal aliens.

To a question about the Pakistani-origin British woman who was allegedly killed in Jhelum, the
minister said investigations were underway, which would be completed after receipt of forensic
report of her post mortem.

Currently, Pakistan has no law to comprehensively deal with cybercrimes. The Cybercrime Bill
2015, tabled by the Minister of State for IT aims at regulating the online conduct of
individuals/organisation.

The Bill passed by the Senate now awaits final approval by the National Assembly before the
president enacts it into law. Electronic forgery and fraud, cyber terrorism (cyber attack on critical
infrastructure), use of viruses, identity theft and so on, are established by the legislation as crimes.
A special court would be set up for hearing the cases falling under the act. The Bill has been
criticised by the IT industry and civil society for curbing human rights and giving enormous powers
to law enforcement agencies. It is said to be a muddle of punishments and vaguely-defined crimes,
intended to leash the power of social media, given its increasingly transformational role in shaping
public opinion and holding rulers accountable.

The beauty of any law prescribing a punishment lies in its clarity and precise definition of the crime
so as to minimise subjective and malicious interpretation. Unlike historians who take pride in
spinning varying, even opposing narratives around the same historical events, lawmakers are
ideally expected to frame laws that converge divergent interpretations and kill ambiguity by
bringing clarity to the definitions of crime. This is not the case with some of the clauses in the
Offences and Punishments section of the Bill. A piqued state can summon this Bill to unleash hell
for dissenters.

The law dealing with criminal access to “critical infrastructure” information conveniently leaves
“critical infrastructure” undefined. As per the UN definition, the term includes power generation and
transmission, air and maritime transport, banking services, water and food supply, and public
health infrastructure. The UN also urges every state to define its own infrastructure. The Pakistani
law proposes a fine of up to Rs50 million or 14 years of imprisonment for threatening the security
of the as yet undefined ‘infrastructure’. The notion of ‘national security’ is no different, equally
obscure and abused by both civilian and military governments to muzzle freedom of speech and
opinion. Similarly, the clause regarding violation of the dignity of a natural person can be easily
stretched to target political opponents. The law rightly bars superimposing the face of a natural
person on sexually explicit images but then stretches to also rope in those who distort the natural
face. Caricaturists and Photoshop users seem to be at risk now.

Spamming, spoofing and identity crimes have also been addressed in the Bill and made
punishable with fines and prison terms. The issue of spamming, however, is a little more
complicated. Facebook and Google routinely track the activities of their users to gauge their
preferences and then allow third parties to target these users with specific but unsolicited online
ads. Telecom companies in Pakistan have the habit of allowing marketers illegal access to the cell
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numbers of their subscribers. As a consequence, people get bombarded with uninvited ads
marketing all sorts of products and services. Spamming, therefore, needs to be defined clearly and
dealt with accordingly. Admirably, child porn has been made punishable by a fine of up to Rs0.5
million or a seven-year imprisonment.

Critics fear that online criticism of the judiciary, armed forces and foreign policy may invite the
state’s wrath and the invocation of the Cybercrime Bill. Social media is continuously evolving and
warrants an equally dynamic set of carefully framed laws. Regulation and not strangulation should
be the spirit and laws must not stifle free opinion, debate and access to information. Broad
definitions of what is deemed punishable gives authorities too much power to prosecute and
censor. The Bill mirrors a lack of understanding of the social ramifications of ambiguous definitions
that easily lend themselves to manipulation. It may increase the risk of Pakistan going down the
Erdogan way — brutally purging the media of dissent as he is doing in the aftermath of the failed
coup. His crackdown is polarising Turkish society and reversing the gains of democracy, which
allowed Erdogan to come to power in the first place. Pakistan has made significant strides towards
democracy, spurred on and helped by an independent media. The credit for breaking the two-party
stranglehold over politics, emergence of the PTI, middle class political activism, politicisation of
women and increased pressure on rulers to perform can be to a fair extent laid at the door of a
media given leeway to run its course. A state seen to be strangling free opinion leaves bad cues
for the citizens to emulate, encouraging tyranny in their private lives. The damage is long-term and
generational.

Rangers arrest 7,950 ISLAMABAD: Rangers have arrested 7,950 suspects since the execution of National Action Plan
suspects in three years (NAP) on September 5, 2013 among which 6,361 were handed over to police and 221 to Federal
Daily Times, August 01, 2016 Investigation Agency (FIA) with evidences.

The Rangers also recovered a large amount of weapons and ammunition from the arrested
persons. "We have arrested 848 target killers who confessed more than 7,000 killings", said an
official of Pakistan Rangers, Col Qaiser.

While giving a detailed briefing to Senate Functional Committee on Human Rights, he said that
among the arrested persons, 1,236 were terrorists, 848 target killers, and 403 were kidnappers for
ransom. He informed that 5,518 were released without registering First Information Report (FIR)
against them, 1,313 got bail whereas 188 were convicted. The Rangers official further stated that
as result of these operations, 80 percent terrorism was reduced in the country while 75 percent
target killings were decreased. Besides that extortion, kidnapping for ransom and other crimes
were also reduced to significant level, he said. He informed that there are chances of re-grouping
of terrorist groups and other heinous nature crimes if the operation is not continued further. The
committee has also directed the National Commission for Human Rights (NCHR) to prepare a draft
report on establishing a monitoring body on operation in Sindh and present it before the
committee.

The Senate's Committee Chairperson, Senator Nasreen Jalil, lauded the sacrifices of Rangers,
police and law enforcement agencies for ensuring peace in the province and said that there should
be a monitoring body which can monitor the operation in Sindh. The committee also directed to
pass an anti-torture legislation to check custodial killings. The committee members said that
Pakistan has signed international convention against torture and the fundamental requirement is to
enact legislation on it.

While giving briefing to the committee, a representative of Sindh Rangers informed the committee
that under the national action plan, in 2013, they were assigned four major tasks including control
on terrorism, target killings, kidnapping for ransom and extortion adding that Karachi, at that time,
was ranked as the 6th most dangerous city of the world. He informed that they were asked to
destroy major terrorist groups, neutralise militant wings of political parties, check routine crimes
and establish people's confidence. The deputy investigation general (DIG), Investigation Punjab
informed the committee that the situation of child abduction is not as much serious as portrayed by
the media. He said that 187 children were reported missing from January to June this year and 24
others in July but among them 163 returned to their homes themselves and 28 were recovered by
police.

[SIERLNEEICEI U HEN 1) 1Tl Government remains in a state of denial

reallty? Not too long ago, Lal Masjid cleric Maulvi Abdul Aziz’s seminary Jamia Hafsa released a
Pakistan Today, July 31, 2016 video in which the female burka-clad students of the seminary were seen pleading
allegiance to ISIS and inviting the terror group to Pakistan. Surprisingly, no action was
taken by the government against Aziz and his students over the video.

Defense analyst Ayesha Siddiga said that there isn’'t a visible threat of ISIS to Pakistan, but the
constant presence of militants in the country, especially those friendly with the state creates the
threat. Speaking to DNA, she said: “After all, it's amongst these people that some go to join the
ISIS. The ideology matches and is prevalent. Surely the state can protect itself with greater
vigilance but radicalism is a major problem.”

The extent of terror organisation Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS)'s threat to Pakistan is
debatable, but the growing influence of the terror group in the country cannot be ignored. There
are groups in Pakistan that have pleaded allegiance to the organisation and ISIS-linked terrorists
continue to be arrested from different parts of Pakistan. For a country that is already engaged in a
full-fledged operation against militants, the presence of another (bigger?) militant group is definitely
worrying.

In 2014, a few months after ISIS announced a global Islamic caliphate in Iraq and Levant, their
propaganda literature began appearing in Pakistan. A booklet supporting the terror group, titled
‘Fatah’ was distributed in Peshawar and some areas of FATA. Pro-ISIS graffiti was also spotted in
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major cities of the country during these months.

In 2015, the provincial government of Balochistan conveyed a confidential report to the federal
government and law enforcement agencies warning of increased footprints of ISIS. The ‘secret
information report’ stated that ISIS has claimed to have recruited a massive 10 to 12,000 followers
from the Hangu and Kurram Agency tribal areas.

“It has been reliably learnt that ISIS has offered some elements of Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) and
Ahl-e-Sunnat Wai Jamat (ASWJ) to join hands in Pakistan. It has also formed a ten-member
Strategic Planning Wing,” the report from the Home and Tribal Affair Department of Balochistan
said.

Last year ISIS established a Khurasan province (ISIS-Khurasan) which included Pakistan and
Afghanistan. In 2015 an attack took place in Karachi targeting a bus of the Ismaeli minority
community of the city in Safoora Goth area. A statement released by ISIS and circulated on its
social media accounts claimed responsibility for the shooting.

“Thanks to God 43 apostates were killed and close to 30 others were wounded in an attack by the
soldiers of Islamic State (ISIS) on a bus carrying people of the Shia Ismaili sect ... in Karachi,” the
statement read.

The government is so far tight-lipped on the issue and seems to be in denial mode about ground
realities. Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar has time and again said that ISIS is not a threat to
Pakistan. A few months ago, the minister said that terrorist organisations present in the country
operate whilst giving an impression of being ISIS franchises.

Addressing a press conference, Nisar said that he repeatedly clarified that ISIS is a Middle East-
based terrorist group that has made its influence reach out to Northern Africa but it has no roots in
Pakistan. “The terrorists (in Pakistan) give the idea of working as ISIS franchise. The Islamic State
is fighting for a lost cause against the world powers”, he said. The interior minister was confident
that Pakistan is free from ISIS influence, but considering the number of Pakistanis being recruited
in the group, this does not seem to be the case.DNA reached out to the interior ministry
spokesman for his comment on the issue but he was unavailable.

For any terror group, support works like oxygen. It is the support from common people that
strengthens them and legitimacy that keeps them going. We have seen multiple militant groups
and individuals in Pakistan openly supporting ISIS. Why is the government not doing anything
about it.

Chaudhry Nisar, when asked by lawmakers in the parliament that why the government is not being
able to arrest the cleric, replied that there is no case against him. The interior minister was either
ill-informed or deliberately misleading the public, because multiple cases against Aziz are
registered under charges of terrorism. The government is definitely reluctant to arrest him for
reasons unknown.

Pakistan’s former interior minister Rehman Malik in 2014 claimed that he had documentary
evidence about the presence of the dreaded terror group in the country. He said Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif should sensitise the world community about the rapid penetration of ISIS into several
countries and use the forum of SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation) for
setting up of an international desk for sharing information about the group’s activities.

“I have solid proofs that ISIS has established its contacts with the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) and it is quite possible that one of the Taliban leaders will soon be named as its chief in
Pakistan,” Malik was quoted as saying.

Radicalism a major problem:

Defense analyst Ayesha Siddiga said that there isn’'t a visible threat of ISIS to Pakistan, but the
constant presence of militants in the country, especially those friendly with the state creates the
threat. Speaking to DNA, she said: “After all, it's amongst these people that some go to join the
ISIS. The ideology matches and is prevalent. Surely the state can protect itself with greater
vigilance but radicalism is a major problem.”

Ayesha said that there certainly is the threat of small groups or lone wolfs doing acts that will be
owned by ISIS. We must also not forget that Taliban like Muslim Doost have already joined hands
with ISIS. To stop ISIS, the state ought to chalk out a de-radicalisation plan, she said.

Competing groups unlikely to let ISIS grow:

Arif Rafiq, a fellow at the Centre for Global Policy in Washington, DC said that ISIS is a low-level
threat to Pakistan. Talking to DNA, he said: “The jihadist threat has been significantly reduced
overall. In Pakistan, ISIS faces a much more formidable opponent in the Pakistani state, compared
to other countries like Iraq, Libya, Syria, and Yemen. The jihadist space is also very crowded and
competing groups are unlikely to allow ISIS to grow.”

While commenting on the government’s response to ISIS threat in the country, Arif said, “Various
elements of the federal and provincial governments have made contradictory statements about
ISIS. | do not think they are in denial about the ISIS threat. It seems that they lack the capability to
describe ISIS as a low-level, non-existential threat capable of occasional, high-profile deadly
attacks.” He further said
that the Syrian war has been going on for some time and the number of Pakistanis who have
joined ISIS and other Sunni jihadist groups is minor compared to other countries in the Arab world
and Europe. “The Pakistani government and media should continue to highlight ISIS as an evil
force engaging in brutality toward Muslims and all human beings. And it must deny public space to
extremists who foster hate against other human beings on the basis of religion. An embrace of
pluralism is a long-term antidote to the ISIS poison”, he suggested.

There are a number of steps that the government needs to take to ensure that the ISIS mindset
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does not harm the stability of Pakistan. Extremism in all its forms needs to be dealt with an iron fist.
The government should improve governance and ensure social justice so as to win people’s
support in war against terrorism and extremism.

TOBA TEK SINGH: City police registered a case on Saturday under the Anti-Terrorism Act against
two persons for uploading alleged hate posts on a social media site.

Complainant Mateeullah, of Chak 295-GB, says Rozi Khan, of Azafiabadi in Chak 331-JB, and
Muhammad Nadeem Gul Qadri posted objectionable contents on their Facebook pages targeting a
religious school of thought. Police have yet to make arrests in the case.

CASES: A bank branch manager, a private hospital owner and three businessmen were booked
on Saturday under Section 14 of the Security Vulnerable Establishment Ordinance of 2015 for their
failure to adopt proper security measures to safeguard their business places. Rajana police
registered a case against bank manager Umer Hayat, while Kamalia city police against private
hospital owner Dr Kamran Salim. Toba City police registered cases against the owners of a
wholesale grocery shop of the grain market, a cloth shop of Talab Bazaar and a cloth and
garments store of Saddar bazaar.

No arrest has been made.

INJURED: International kabaddi player and Pakistan Army’s kabaddi coach Muhammad Irshad
Shadda was seriously injured on Saturday in an attempt to restrain two brothers of his village from
fighting. Gojra Saddar police said brothers Abdul Hammed and Abdul Majeed were scuffling with
each other outside their house in Chak 154-GB when Mr Shadda tried to intervene. In the
meantime, Zulfigar Ali, son of Majeed, opened indiscriminate fire leaving Mr Shadda injured. He
was rushed to the Gojra Tehsil Headquarters Hospital to be referred to the Faisalabad Allied
hospital. Scores of Kabaddi players visited the hospital. Police are raiding to arrest the accused.

LOOTED: A woman along with her three accomplices took away Rs1.2 million from a resident of
Pattoki on Saturday in Gojra. Police said Zafar Igbal had come to Gojra with his three friends to
buy a car. On Gojra-Toba Road near Chak 301-JB, a woman signalled for a lift. When Mr Igbal
stopped the car, her three accomplices, who were hidden in roadside bushes, came out and
snatched Rs1.2 million, mobile phone sets and other valuables from them and fled.

DEMO: Scores of residents of Chah Sikandarwala staged a protest demonstration on Saturday
over the failure of Kamalia Saddar police to arrest kidnappers and killers of a man of the locality.
Protesters told reporters that 40-year-old Manzoor Ahmad was kidnapped more than a week ago
and his body was found tied with an electricity pole on Thursday. They said despite the registration
of a case, police were reluctant to trace and arrest the accused persons.

Kamalia Saddar Station House Officer Malik Akbar Hayat said a special team consisting of expert
police officials was probing the case and soon the killers would be arrested.

LAHORE - The Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) claimed on Sunday to have killed seven
terrorists during an operation in Chak Rasala, district Sheikhupura. CTD claimed that the targeted
terrorists were planning to wreck havoc in Lahore through terrorist attacks. Three of the terrorists
managed to flee the scene during the operation. The CTD said explosive material, hand grenades,
a Kalashnikov, three motorcycles and maps of sensitive installations were also recovered in the
operation. Reportedly, the terrorists were from a banned outfit..

AJK Legislative Assembly on Sunday strongly condemned the state terrorism by Indian forces
against peaceful innocent Kashmiris struggling for their internationally recognised right to self-
determination. The session in a unanimous resolution urged the United Nations, other
humanitarian organisations, and the international community to take serious notice of Indian
brutalities in the Indian-held territory. It demanded that a fact-finding commission should be sent in
Indian-held Kashmir to assess the Indian atrocities in held territory. It also expressed gratitude to
people and government of Pakistan for expressing complete solidarity with the Kashmiris. Raja
Farooq Haider Khan, Chaudhary Abdul Majeed and Sardar Attique Ahmed Khan spoke on the
occasion and strongly condemned the Indian atrocities. The resolution was moved by member
assembly Ahmed Raza Qadri.

No war against terror cannot be won on a military battlefield alone. No matter how extensive a
country’s security plans may be, it can never overcome the scourge without rooting out corruption
first. Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Raheel Sharif is aware of this reality, and that is what he
reiterated on Thursday in his address at the 89th anniversary of the foundation of the People’s
Liberation Army held at the Chinese Embassy: his resolve to “break the nexus between terrorists,
criminality and corruption.”

COAS’ statement comes as a much-needed realisation of the imminent crises plaguing the
country. Last month, the US State Department published a report that warned that the corruption
pervasive in Pakistan not only “fuell[ed] extremism, increase[d] economic instability [but also had] a
corrosive effect on society.” It was hence suggested that the country’s leadership — both military
and civilian — should pay heed to the current shambolic state of affairs, and pursue an internal
accountability to ensure transparency within its political, judicial and security establishments.

Pakistan Army has already made significant advances in this regard by carrying out action against
its own corrupt elements earlier this year. The civilian administration also needs to gear up, and
follow the military’s example in order to start the process of purification of all dishonest practices in
Pakistan. Corruption and terrorism are known to join forces in vulnerable countries where legal and
financial loopholes are used to strengthen channels of terror networks. Hence, fighting the two
evils is not only required to accelerate both Pakistani economy and its society towards a path of
prosperity but it is also essential for acquiring immunity against security threats.

It must be understood that successful operations like the Zarb-e-Azb cannot alone root out
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terrorism from Pakistan. What the government needs is a comprehensive framework that targets
the multifaceted problem in its fullest form. Terrorism is not a living mechanism that can be
overpowered by sheer force. It is an extensive problem that requires solutions on the military as
well as societal fronts. The distinction between the “good” and “bad” Taliban is another
phenomenon that Pakistan needs to immediately get rid of. As recently pointed out by US Senator
John McCain, Pakistan needs to introspect about its security paradigm without any
compartmentalisation of good and bad terrorism. However, long-term military strikes are no longer
a viable option in today’s world. If Pakistan wishes to achieve significant success in its struggle
against extremism, a strategic shift is required in its approach.

Fighting terrorism is a long and arduous process, and it starts with the eradication of extremist
indoctrination. Pakistan must ban hate speech, incitement to hatred and violence, and any
extremist ideology that perpetuates intolerance of other religions and countries. A pluralistic, open-
minded, responsive and an enlightened Pakistan would be the most effective bulwark against
corruption, backwardness, extremism and terrorism. And for the existence of that Pakistan, all
Pakistanis must work as a unit. For a new Pakistan, all Pakistanis need to work as a whole.
Starting today.

CHITRAL: At least two shepherds were reportedly murdered by militants in Ghari, Chitral on
Friday morning. Their cattle was also stolen.

According to locals, 30 militants stormed into a farmland of Bumboret and opened fire on
shepherds. Following an exchange of fire for two hours, the militants murdered two shepherds —
Noor Ahmed and Khosholi. The militants also decamped with 300 heads of cattle to Nooristan,
Afghanistan. They managed to escape the site before the police and security personnel arrived.
The police, security forces and Chitral Levies cordoned off the area.

Without protection

A large number of locals — who belong to the Kalash tribe — have voiced their outrage over the
incident. Many of them believe they are not adequately protected. “Militants are trying their best to
wipe out our entire tribe,” a local said. “However, the government has not made any efforts to
protect us.”

According to another local, facilitators of terrorists are ubiquitous and have targeted and kidnapped
several members of the community. Saifullah, a representative of Kalash tribe, told The Express
Tribune he was deeply saddened by the incident. “Such incidents are taking place despite the
presence of security forces, the police and Chitral Levies in the area,” he said. “This shows how
incompetent these officials are.” Imran Kabir, a minority member of the district council, told The
Express Tribune duty officers should be vigilant and provide protection to the people.

° Gen Raheel says Pakistani military will continue to take action against terrorists of
all hue and colour

. Assures Chinese leadership of Pakistan Army’s resolve to ensure security of
CPEC project.

Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif Thursday reiterated his resolve to break the nexus
between terrorists, criminality and corruption in the country. “As we consolidate the gains of
Operation Zarb-e-Azb, we will continue to take action against terrorists of all hue and colour. Our
resolve to break the nexus between terrorists, criminality and corruption is unflinching,” said the
army chief while addressing audience at a ceremony held to observe 89th anniversary of the
founding of the Peoples Liberation Army (PLA) of China. Chinese Ambassador Sun Weidong,
Chinese Defence Attache Maj General Qi Huajun were also present on the occasion.

Gen Raheel said that China and Pakistan are partners in fight against the menace of terrorism for
the common good of humanity. “We seek enhanced regional cooperation to root out the menace of
extremism and terrorism for enduring peace and stability in the region,” he added.

Referring to the significance of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project, the army chief
said that CPEC is a strategic game-changer not just for Pakistan but for the entire region. It is
destined to bring significant improvement in the lives of hundreds of millions of people, besides
promoting mutual interdependence among regional states, he maintained. "As chief of army staff, |
assure you that security of CPEC is our national undertaking and we will not leave any stone
unturned to ensure its timely completion and uninterrupted success,” said the army chief and
added that the affinity of views between China and Pakistan reflects our common vision and
shared destiny. “This convergence of our interests and commonality of purpose make us the most
important strategic players in the region,” he added. Gen Sharif said that Pakistan Army and the
people of Pakistan take pride in their bonds of friendship with China. “This iconic relationship is
sweeter than the honey, higher than the Himalayas and deeper than the oceans. It is a symbol of
our time-tested friendship and deep and impregnable relationship,” he remarked. He said the
occasion also brings to fore tremendous sacrifices made by the brave people of China in pursuing
their dream through a united and unyielding struggle, which has certainly set a glorious precedent
to follow. “I also take this opportunity to convey my sincere greetings and compliments to
Chairman Xi Jinping, General Fan Changlong, Vice Chairman Central Military Commission and
General Fenghui, Chief of Joint Staff on this day of commemoration,” he said. He said that on this
day a peasant army turned into a formidable force which reminds us of the power of people’s unity
before which no goal is too high, no distance too long and no task too hard.

“Today, PLA is regarded as one of the finest military organisations of the world. The professional
standard of the PLA, its technological outreach and enviable operational record stand testimony to
my remarks,” he added.

Gen Raheel Sharif said that mutually beneficial engagements between the two countries include
defence collaboration as well as joint production ventures. “It also includes unified diplomatic front
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at all international platforms including United Nations, Association of South East Asian Nations,
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation; and the splendid CPEC,” he said. “Let me reiterate that the
Pakistan Army and the PLA form the edifice of our overall strategic relations. | am sure that the
vast range of professional collaboration between PLA and Pakistan Army will continue to grow as a
hallmark of the eternal friendship and common future of China and Pakistan,” the army chief said.

In his remarks, the Defence Attache of the Chinese Embassy reiterated continued commitment of
China towards peace and security of the region.

Nafees Zakaria expresses confidence that back of terrorists has been broken in the ongoing
counter-terrorism operations.

Pakistan says its recent measures of managing border with Afghanistan are vital part of its
counter-terrorism efforts.

Talking to Radio Pakistan's News and Current Affairs Channel on Friday, Foreign Office
Spokesman Nafees Zakaria said that a working group has been formed to improve bilateral
coordination so that no Torkham-like incident takes place in future. The spokesperson said
Pakistan's sacrifices and efforts against terrorism have been acknowledged worldwide. As a result
of these efforts, incidents of terrorism have reduced by more than 75 percent in the country, giving
an enhanced sense of security to people. Nafees Zakaria said the back of terrorists has been
broken in the ongoing counter-terrorism operations, and they are now targeting soft targets in the
country. He said the sacrifices rendered by the valiant forces of Pakistan would not go in vain.

PTI Chairman Imran Khan, long derided for being a Taliban apologist for failing to condemn the
banned group’s actions without naming them, has finally declared them as terrorists. “Anyone who
kills innocent people are terrorists,” Imran said in an interview on Al Jazeera English show
‘UpFront’.

During the show, host Mehdi Hasan asked about his alleged relationship with the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan and whether he supported the group. “This is absolute nonsense. It's just not
true,” said the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief. “All you have to do is look at my statements for
the past ten years.”

When Hasan pressed him whether he considers the TTP a ‘terrorist group’, Imran replied in the
affirmative. “Yes, they are.”

The PTI, especially Imran, has long been perceived to be pro-Taliban since it initially refused to
condemn the banned terror outfit outright for attacks and at one point had even suggested that the
group open its offices in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa while pushing for talks with the banned outfit. Imran
also defended the Rs300 million that the PTI-led government in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa had recently
allocated for the Taliban-linked seminary Darul Uloom Haqggania. “This is totally out of context,”
Imran said, explaining that the funding was “to get the madrassa system into the mainstream”.

Asked about allegations levelled by former president Asif Ali Zardari that the grant was evidence of
Imran’s support for extremism, the former national cricket team captain dismissed them as western
pandering. “[Zardari’s comments were] like so many of the Muslim corrupt rulers, ex-rulers, trying
to win western support by saying how liberal they are and how anti-Taliban they are.” He also took
a swipe at the Pakistan Peoples Party for not shutting down the seminary during the five years it
was in power in the centre. “If it was a university for jihad, it should have been shut down [by
previous Pakistani governments].”

Blasphemy law: thin line

Discussing the controversial blasphemy laws, Imran said the problem was not in the legislature
while conceding one had to walk a fine line on the matter. “The laws are not a problem,” Imran told
Hasan, pointing out that the root issue was with “militant groups in Pakistan.”

Asked if he backed moves to alter the laws, which carry a death sentence, Imran said demolishing
extremist groups was a bigger priority.

“Extremism is not going to be fought by laws. Extremism has to be fought first by disbanding those
groups that are perpetuating this extremism.” “Whatever you do with the laws people will be killed,”
he added. When asked if he fears for his life by speaking about the subject, Imran admitted that
there was a threat. “It is true you have to tread a very thin line. Anything perceived to be
sacrilegious, yes your life is in danger... It is a very difficult subject living in Pakistan.”

Hasan also pressed Imran on his views about the Ahmadis and whether they deserved equal
rights.

“All human beings have equal rights. Anyone who is a Pakistani has an equal right. The
constitution should protect him, he’s an equal citizen,” Imran said.

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan and Iran on Wednesday agreed to iron out all kinks facing bilateral
relations, after National Security Adviser Lt. Gen. Nasir Khan Janjua said his country sought to
work with Iran on counter-terrorism.

Janjua is currently in Iran on a 3-day visit to discuss bilateral interests, including cross-border
security and the fight against terrorism and extremism. Janjua held multiple meetings with Iran’s
high-ups. He also had two rounds of negotiations with Ali Shamkhani, Secretary of Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council (SNSC) and discussed matters pertaining to Indian spy Kulbhushan
Yadav, among others issues.

Tehran assured Islamabad its complete cooperation over the issue of Indian secret service agent,
Yadav, who was picked up by Pakistani security forces over two months ago.

Shamkhani asserted that his country highly values Pakistan’s friendship, adding the regional
stability and economic growth is at stake at the hands of terrorists.
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MARDAN - Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) have arrested two facilitators of a banned
terrorist organization in the Parhotti area of Mardan.

On a tip off, law enforcement agency personnel conducted a raid at a hideout and apprehended
two suspected facilitators of the Taliban, identified as ljaz Ahmad and Akhtar Ali. The CTD also
claimed that the suspects gave shelter and other facilities to terrorists. The suspects were shifted
to an undisclosed location for further investigation.

BEWING: The Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi acclaimed all efforts made by Pakistan to
eliminate terrorism and to restore stability in region.

Pakistan and China have highlighted the significance of settlement between the Afghan
Government and Taliban as an integral part to stabilise Afghanistan and bring peace.

The meeting was held between Prime Minister's Adviser on Foreign Affairs, Sartaj Aziz and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi on Tuesday (today).

In the bilateral context, both the Ministers expressed satisfaction at the rapid growth in bilateral
trade, which reached US$ 18 billion last year, making China the largest trading partner of Pakistan.

Wang Yi stated that while negotiating the second phase of FTA between the two countries, efforts
would be made to increase exports from Pakistan to rectify the trade imbalance.

Sartaj Aziz said that Pakistan is fully committed to the timely and effective implementation of all
projects under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). Wang Yi termed CPEC as flagship
project under the One Belt One Road initiative. In this context, it would be possible for Western
China to start using Gwadar Port very soon for its regional and international trade. He
acknowledged steps taken by Pakistani government for protection of Chinese experts and workers,
particularly the Special Security Division raised for the purpose.

The two Ministers also agreed to renew and broaden the scope of the Bilateral Cultural
Agreement, which had expired in December 2015. The two sides also discussed cooperation in
multilateral forums, including Pakistan s application for membership of the Nuclear Suppliers
Group.
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PUBLIC SERVICES

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

Drug dealer allegedly FAISALABAD: A drug dealer after dousing a woman with petrol set her on fire on Monday, police
sets woman on fire in said.The woman’s face and arm received burn injuries. She was shifted to a hospital.According to
details, the woman had asked the drug dealer not to use and sell drugs in front of her
house.Following which the suspect set her on fire due to which 50 percent of her body was burnt.The
drug dealer after committing the alleged crime fled from the spot.Police registered a case of the
incident and began search for the suspect.

Faisalabad
Geo News August 1, 2016

CNG blast: Seven KARACHI: At least seven people were wounded in a cylinder explosion at a CNG filling station in
injured in cylinder North Nazimabad locality on Sunday.The incident occurred when a CNG cylinder exploded with a
explosion loud bang during filling of the compressed natural gas in a high-roof van at a filling station located
The Express Tribune August 1 near Abdullah College in North Nazimabad.As a result, seven people, including a woman and a
2016 ’ seven-month-old baby girl, were wounded. The injured had sustained burn injuries. They were shifted

to the burns ward of Civil Hospital, Karachi for medical treatment where according to doctors, all the
victims were out of danger and being treated at the hospital.The injured persons were identified as
32-year-old Shakir, son of Amanullah, his wife Shagufta, 28, their son Hassan Shakir, 6, and relatives
Jan Islam, 32, his wife Faiza, 28, their seven-month-old daughter Anamta and Noorul Ein, 25.Police
officials said the explosion was an accident but further investigation is under way.

Viral threat: Campaign LODHRAN: The Livestock and Dairy Development Department has launched an awareness
launched to raise campaign in Lodhran and other southern Punjab districts about Congo virus threat.This comes after

Dr Saghir Ahmed Sameeja who had worked in Bahawal Victoria Hospital died of Congo fever in
awareness about Congo Karachi on Saturday.Dr Sameeja, 30, was among the three doctors taken to Aga Khan University
fever Hospital (AKUH) last week after developing signs of the deadly Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic
The Express Tribune August fever.On July 16, Dr Sameeja, and his assistants, Dr Alam and Dr Owais, had operated on Nadia, a
1,2016 student nurse from Lodhran’s district headquarters hospital. She had been suffering severe
abdominal pain and died during treatment. Two days after the surgery, the three doctors showed
symptoms of haemorrhagic fever.“Initially, she had been diagnosed with appendicitis. We buried her
on July 16. No one told us then that it was Congo virus,” ljaz Hussain, her husband, said on Sunday
while talking to The Express Tribune.Hussain is in isolation at Lodhran District Hospital along with
five other of his family members.Health Department spokesman Akhlaq Ali Khan said that Nadia was
suspected of Congo virus infection. “However, the body cannot be exhumed to confirm this,” he
said.“A medical board has decided that she had been infected [with Congo virus]. Now, it is the
responsibility of the Livestock Department to launch a rigorous awareness campaign in southern
Punjab,” he said.Hussain said that they were not involved in the livestock business. “We do not even
have an animal in our home. Nadia must have been infected while treating some patient at the
hospital,” he said.Nadia’s brother-in-law accused the Health Department of failing to identify the
Congo virus case and acting timely to stop its spread.Livestock and Diary Development Secretary
Naseem Sadiq said that there was a need to start an awareness campaign in collaboration with the
Health Department.“Five teams of our department are already working in Lodhran and adjacent
areas. An awareness campaign has been launched at cattle sale points. Banners have also been
displayed,” he said.Advisor to Chief Minister on Health Khawaja Salman Rafique has directed all
hospitals in the Punjab to establish isolation wards for treatment of Congo virus.“If another case
surfaces, it should be dealt with according to the standard operating procedures (SOPs)” he
said.“Instructions have been issued to doctors and nurses of all hospitals to wear protective gloves
and masks while treating patients,” he said.He said that all doctors of Bahawal Victoria Hospital and
Nadia’s family members had been screened for the virus. “None of them have tested positive [for
Congo virus],” he said.

‘Peshawar to get 100- ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Interior and Narcotics Control is constructing a 100-bed drug treatment
bed drug cure hospital’ hospital in Peshawar for the treatment and detoxification of drug users in the Kyber Pakhtunkhwa
Daily Times August 1, 2016 (KP) province, official sources said on Sunday.Sources said the hospital would be run by Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANF) and is under construction in collaboration with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government adding that ANF was already running three model addiction treatment and rehabilitation
centres (MATRCs), one each at Islamabad, Quetta and Karachi.Sources informed that these
treatment centres provide free treatment, boarding and lodging facilities to drug addicts. MATRC
Islamabad and Quetta, 45 bedded centers are government funded while MATRC Karachi with 55
bedded capacity is being run on self-help basis or donors support, while these centres are model
hospitals and undertake treatment protocol approved by the government, sources said.While giving
details of each centre, the sources said that in Islamabad, a 45-bed Model Addiction Treatment and
Rehabilitation Centre was established at Thanda Pani, Lehtrar Road which has now been shifted to
Model Town, Industrial Area, Islamabad.This MATRC has been working since 2005 with a capacity to
provide free of cost medical treatment and rehabilitation facility to 360 drug addicts per year, sources
added.The centre has been converted from development budget to non-development budget like
established on permanent footing from July 1, 2014, they said.

According to sources, a 45-bed Model Addiction Treatment and Rehabilitation Centre was
established in Quetta at Chaman Housing Scheme, Airport Road and has been operational since
2005 with a capacity to provide free of cost medical treatment and rehabilitation to 360 drug addict
per year.The centre has been converted from development budget to non-development budget like
established on permanent footing from July 1, 2014, they said.Moreover, a 55-bedded Model
Addiction Treatment and Rehabilitation Centre was established in May 2010 at Kalri, Lyari in Karachi,
while the centre is working with a capacity to provide free of cost medical treatment and rehabilitation
to 440 drug addicts per year, the sources added.They further said that no regular funding is being
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provided to this centre and it is being run on funds received from various donors time to time,
whereas female and juvenile drug treatment ward is also under construction at MATRC,
Karachi.While answering a question, the sources said that private drug treatment centres fall within
the ambit of health department of respective provinces and accordingly their monitoring rests with
concerned health departments.According to National Anti-Narcotics Policy 2010, the provincial health
department should develop wards in both the district and tehsil hospitals for treatment and
detoxification of drug users.

Computerized LAHORE: The Punjab government has launched a computerized system for monitoring of medicines
medication system and medication in public sector hospitals, health sources said here on Sunday.

launched in hospitals
Pakistan Observer August 1,
2016

Under the new system, record of medicines will be maintained online and shortage of medicines will
be monitored without wasting any time while record of patients at outdoor patients departments
(OPDs),emergency and wards will also be available on online.
To ensure presence of doctors, computerized attendance has also been introduced besides issuing a
computerized prescription after check-up of a patient. Initially, the Mayo and Services Hospitals have
started the system. This task is a joint venture of the Punjab Health department and the City District
Government of Lahore.Meanwhile, a leader of Patients Rights Forum and renowned pharmacist Noor
Mehar appreciating the decision of the Punjab government termed it a good step which would not
only ensure availability of medicines but also stop misappropriation.

Saira directs NIH to ISLAMABAD: Minister for National Health Services Saira Afzal Tarar Saturday took cognisance of
Y]] Loy AT E M ML) e[ the reports of the Congo fever in Bahawalpur district and directed the National Institute of Health
fever handling (NIH) to provide all out support to the Punjab Health Department in meeting the challenge.

Pakistan Observer July 31, 2016 Ordering cancellation of weekend holidays of relevant staff of laboratories and Field Epidemiology
Division of NIH, the minister directed that all samples received at the NIH from suspected cases be
tested and report shared with the Punjab government in the shortest possible time. She further
directed the Federal Epidemic Response Team to be on high alert and be ready to be dispatched
when the provincial government requires their help.

Dr Sageer Sameega, a surgeon in Bahawalpur Victoria Hospital, was reportedly admitted in the
hospital on July, 2016 with 5-6 days history of symptoms of fever, sore throat and diarrhoea. His
dengue test was negative. He was shifted to Agha Khan University Hospital, Karachi, on July 27 and
was diagnosed as CCHF positive on July 28. He died on July 30. It was reported that he might have
acquired the virus during surgery performed on a patient named Nadia Hina (Student Nurse at DHQ
Hospital Lodhran), who underwent laparotomy at the hospital and was labelled as hemor-rhagic
peritonitis. She reportedly had history of contact with livestock during visit to her relatives. She also
died later on July 17.Another doctor named Dr Awais, who assisted Dr Sagheer, also developed
symptoms of fever and sore throat for the last five days and is on ventilator at Agha Khan University
Hospital, Karachi. He has been put on anti-viral therapy as well.A special expert team constituted by
the Punjab government is in Bahwalpur for epidemiological investigation. Five operation theatre and
ward staff of BVH and their close contacts is under observation while four close contacts are in
quarantine.Samples sent to NIH, Islamabad for laboratory testing while livestock department has
been contacted for ticks identification and preventive measures. Some 25 family members and all 25
close contacts of the staff nurse at Lodhran are in quarantine and are being observed for 14 days.
Their samples have also been sent to NIH, Islamabad.Dr. Awais and his family is also under
observation and samples were sent to NIH and monitoring for fever twice in a day for consecutive 14
days for all contacts and to report immediately to hospital in case of fever.Some 2500 personal
protective kits for doctors and paramedics were sent to Bahawalpur and 1000 kits for Lodhran.—APP

(W \[cRGMVEL eI i@ (I[-T1 Ml ISLAMABAD: Minister for De-fence, Water and Power Khawaja Muhammad Asif has said Liquified
by next year: Asif Natural Gas (LNG) would be supplied in February 2017 for Nandipur power project. Talking media
Pakistan Observer July 31, 2016 the minister said the government has provided funds for LNG pipeline. After supply of uninterrupted
gas for Nandipur project the power capacity of this project would increase from 425 MW to 525.He
said Nandipur project has four turbines and now one of them is operational and other will be
functional after 45 days one by one. On the other side, the news was appeared in newspapers
“much-touted Nandipur power plant not only continues to be a headache for the authorities
concerned, but also for the electricity consumers as the project is braving the mammoth loss every
month.—APP

Pharma companies ISLAMABAD: The Drug Registration Board on Friday directed the medicines’ firms to ensure the free
directed to ensure availability =~ of life-saving and  essential  medicines in  market for  patients.
medicines availability ;I'he Boar_d in it_s 2(_51st mec_ating held here also yvarned_ the companie_s, manu_fgcturgrs and importers
Pakistan Observer July 30, 2016 or any dlgrgptlon in supplles or shortages_of Ilfe-savmg_and essential m_edl(_:mes |n_the country off

’ and on.Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination, Saira Afzal Tarar
instructed that the decision of the Board be implemented at earliest and in letter and spirit. The Board
discussed the matter in detail and valuated the situation that some of the essential and life-saving
medicines, including anti-tuberculosis, drugs are in short supply or partial availability in the market.It
was therefore, decided in the meeting that all the concerned manufacturers importers and the
registration holders of such medicines be directed to submit current quarterly report for importation of
drug substances, manufacturing report and sale record, to the Pharmaceutical Registration Division
and Quality Assurance Division immediately, but not later than seven days.This should be the
practice that within seven days at the end of each quarter the said report be submitted as directed, it
was decided.Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) and the ministry with the support of
provincial governments and federal agencies will initiate stern action against the defaulters, hoarders,
black marketers or those spreading false information, aggravating the situation.

Committee to review LAHORE: Advisor to the Chief Minister Punjab on Health Kh Salman Rafique has constituted a
Congo Virus alert in special team consisting senior clinicians of the health department after surfacing of congo virus in
Bahawalpur Bahawalpur. The team would furnish its report after examining the situation.All contacts of congo

fever patients are being kept in quarantine. These people would remain under surveillance during the
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incubating period of congo virus so as to control spread of the disease. Experts of World Health
Organization, doctors of Health Department and epidemiologists have been started taking
precautionary measures on the spot.In this connection, an important meeting presided over by the
Advisor on Health was held in Civil Secretariat in which Secretary Specialized Healthcare & Medical
Education Najam Ahmad Shah, Special Secretary Dr. Sajid Mahmood Chauhan, Additional Secretary
(Tech.) Dr. Salman Shahid, Director General Health Dr. Mukhtar Hussain Syed and the officers of
Communicable Disease Control Programme were present.The DG Health informed the meeting that
a student nurse of DHQ Hospital Lodhran was admitted in BVH Bahawalpur with complaint of severe
abdominal pain and was operated but she did not survive.After four days, the surgeon doctor Dr.
Saghir who had operated the nurse, was admitted in a private hospital of Karachi with symptoms of
hemorrhagic fever which was later diagnosed as congo fever—APP

ZHOB: Commissioner Zhob Division Ghulam Farid on Friday visited different areas of Zhob and
Sherani districts to supervise the ongoing anti-polio campaign here.Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Azeem Kakar, Assistant Commissioner Zhob Jamil Rind, Assistant Commissioner Kakar
Khurasan Sheikh Asmatullah Mandokhail and DHO Dr Muzafar Shah flanked him. Commissioner
stresses nomadic missed children during campaign.The divisional head and others visited Killi
Appozai, Mena bazaar, Hassanzai, Kapip, Parwezan, Mulla Ragha, Mani Khwa and other adjoining
union councils of both districts. They met community members who assured them of full pledge
support to make the campaign successful.Speaking on the accession, the commissioner appreciated
the performance of the polio eradication teams and expressed the hope that they would keep the
hard work on during the next campaigns. So the crippling disease could be eradicated. Meanwhile,
Commissioner chaired a meeting regarding polio campaign held at DC office.Those who attended the
meeting were including Deputy Commissioner Azeem Kakar, Technical Consultant at Emergency
Operation Center Dr. Masood Jegezai, Additional Deputy Commissioner Raz Muhammad Kakar,
District Police Officer Muhammad Saleem, AC Jamil Rind, DHO Dr. Muzafar Shah, Communication
Officer UNICEF Samad Hariphal, Representative WHO Dr. Farooq Kibzai, Dr. Zain ud Din, Dr. Saba
Khan Mandokhail, N-Stop Officer Dr. Amin and Sports Officer Amir Muhammad Kakar.Commissioner
and other officials were briefed about the ongoing three-day drive.Commissioner Ghulam Farid
termed the anti-polio campaign a noble cause and stressed upon the need of zero tolerance during
the campaign to eradicate the crippling disease completely.

ISLAMABAD (Dunya News): Government on Friday decided to increase petroleum prices from
August while on the other hand gas companies also demanded an increase in gas prices, reported
Dunya News.The summary in this regard had been sent to Finance Ministry. Petrol by Rs 2.12, High-
Speed Diesel Rs 0.26 while Kerosine will be increased by Rs 3.94, Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority
(OGRA) stated. High Octane price will be reduced by Rs0.60 and Light Speed Diesel by Rs 1.24.0n
the other hand, gas companies also demanded an increase in gas prices by Rs 18 to 17 per MMBTU.
Sui Southern and Sui Northern stated OGRA that prices should be increased by July 1 as
per adjustment.

MULTAN (Dunya News): A large number of agitated protestors gathered and blocked the road in
Multan’s area to protest against the prolonged electricity loadshedding, reported on Friday.According
to details, Protestors chanted slogans against the Multan electric power company (MEPCO)
administration.The protestors said that unannounced power outages is not justified. The life is seen
adversely affected with ten hours of power outages in urban areas of Multan and 16-hour long spans
in rural areas of south Punjab.Demonstration demanded to curtail the loadshedding duration. The
annoyed citizens also claimed that MEPCO authorities are not ready to change the damage
transformer which is also a cause of power outage. The protestors dispersed peacefully after some
protest.

DERA GHAZI KHAN: Tehsil Municipal Authorities are violating rules of Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) openly without any fear of law by discharging Municipal wastewater into the Manka
Canal. Two sucker machines are being used to discharge sewage water into canal with the
permission of Chief Officer, TMA, Dera Ghazi Khan.

Manka Canal is like famous Lahore Canal in DG Khan and passing at eastern side of city. It flows
from Dera Ghazi Khan Canal toward the rural agricultural area of city. As per a report of EPA, Manka
Canal is polluted with sewage water of nearby areas of city. Small drains and sewage pipes of TMA
are discharging wastewater directly into canal without any treatment.l am of the opinion that the
sample does not conform to the National Environmental Quality Standards and that Biochemical
Oxygen Demand (BOD), Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD), Total Suspended Solids (TSS) and
Sulphide exceed the NEQS limits’ remarked Chief Analyst Deputy Director EPA Laboratory Multan in
an analysis report of wastewater sample of Manka Canal.EPA DG Khan has requested to Deputy
Director (R&l) EPA, Punjab Lahore that legal action may be initiated against TMA DG Khan under
allied provision of Punjab Environmental Protection Act-1997 (as amended in 2012) on the basis of
lab report but legal action has not been taken yet as six months have been passed.Pervaiz Igbal,
Inspector EPA Dera Ghazi Khan, has reported that the polluted water is directly supplied to the
cultivated land for agriculture purpose that may produce adverse environmental impact in the public
that use the water for cultivation in the form of different diseases like hepatitis, typhoid, diarrhea, skin
diseases and other gastrointestinal diseases. This water may also affect the soil texture of the
area.Chief Officer TMA Dera Ghazi Khan Rafique Anjum said that he had joined recently
here.However, he assured that legal action will be taken against violators in next a few days and
administration will try to remove sewage drain from Manka Canal.

LAHORE: Punjab government on Wednesday has lifted ban on posting and transfer of teachers
across the province.According to the details, Punjab government clarified that the transfers would
only be carried out on merit basis whereas no transfer would be made for teachers teaching at
schools already deficient of educators.Teaching staff of SSTs, SSEs, SESEs, and PSTs/ESESs can
submit their transfer application till August 13, 2016. The process of scrutiny of applications, display
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of merit list and receipt and removal of objections will be completed till August 23. After completing
this process issuance of transfer orders would be completed till August 27, 2016.

KARACHI (Dunya News): A fire that started in a warehouse in Karachi’s area was put out after four
hours after firefighters continued to battle with the raging flames early Thursday morning.According to
details, a warehouse caught fire in the morning. The fire turned out raging inferno which engulfed the
whole building in the warehouse.The residents informed the fire brigade at once but the
fire brigade vehicles reached the area late which caused the damage.Fire brigade however,
managed to extinguish flames after battling for four hours.According to rescue officials, the operation
employed 12 fire tenders.

MITHI: Amid widespread complaints of a lack of essential medicines and proper treatment facilities at
government-run hospitals and healthcare units in Tharparkar district, there has been no let up in the
death of newborns and small children being reported every day from different parts of the
district. Tharparkar has been facing an acute shortage of food, water and essential goods for years
although the provincial government has taken several initiatives to mitigate the sufferings of Thari
people.On Tuesday, the death of five infants was reported from the Mithi Civil Hospital alone, leading
the toll — mostly attributed to malnutrition in expectant mothers and unavailability of proper medical
treatment to them and their babies — to 445 since January 1.Official sources, however, put the
number at 281, acknowledging that over 240 of them were reported dead at the Mithi Civil Hospital
alone.Those who died on Tuesday were identified as Mohammed Awais, Shafiat, Chetan Bheel,
Partab and a newborn belonging to Mr Lutifullah.The Pakistan Army has set up relief camps with
medical treatment facilities in the worst-hit areas of the district under the ‘Operation Labbaik-2".A
relief camp was set up on Tuesday by the Hyderabad Garrison in Birya village of Dali taluka,
according to an ISPR release. Around 10 tonnes of food and relief goods were distributed among
drought-affected families, it said, adding that a large number of patients were provided medical care
and medicines free of cost.The healthcare was being provided at the medical camp where the army’s
male and female doctors, nurses and other paramedical personnel were available, it said.

According to the ISPR release, the army has distributed 3,883 tonnes of ration among 193,068
families and provided medical treatment to over 131,247 patients during the operation over the last
two years.Meanwhile, health facilities run by the provincial government in the district continued to
refer a large number of Thari patients to various hospitals in Karachi and Hyderabad.It was estimated
that around 440 children had already been referred to major hospitals in the two cities due to
unavailability of proper treatment within the district. However, non-governmental organisations and
other private stakeholders claim that more than 80 per cent of the referred patients would die before
reaching their destination.Their concern is based on a large number of complaints made to them by
the bereaved families and relatives of the referred patients.On Tuesday, a big group of enraged Thari
people held a demonstration at the gate of the Mithi Civil Hospital to register their protest against
alleged manhandling of a woman, Khatoon Bheel, by a paramedic.The woman had complained about
“callous attitude” of dispenser Hero Maharaj upon her insistence on due attention to her
problem.Enraged over the dispenser's alleged manhandling of the woman, a number of people
gathered outside the hospital, raised slogans against him and the hospital administration.They also
brought old tyres and burned them at different places opposite the hospital demanding action against
the paramedic. They told the media that people, especially women, were often maltreated at the
hospital by the staff.The protesters dispersed only after civil surgeon Dr Igbal Ahmed Bhurgari came
out and announced suspension of Mr Maharaj and promised action against other errant staff.

GUJRAT: Jhelum Assistant Commissioner (AC) Kanwal Batool on Tuesday seized at least 29,200
litres of adulterated milk being smuggled into the city from the neighbouring Mandi Bahauddin
district. The district administration then disposed of the seized milk in River Jhelum.It was being
transported in trucks and small tankers when the local administration, led by the AC, initiated raids at
midnight that continued until the morning.All trucks and tankers supplying milk to Jhelum were
intercepted and samples checked on the spot. Most of the samples were found mixed with water and
detergent. AC Kanwal said the action against adulterated milk was taken on public complaints and
would continue regularly.shot dead: A known pottery manufacturer of the city was been shot dead by
some unidentified assailants near Mehsam area along Gujrat-Bhimbher road in the precincts of
Daulat Nagar police on Tuesday.Chaudhary Naeem Akhtar, the vice president of all Pakistan Pottery
Manufacturers Association, had left his house in Phulerwan area in the morning to collect some
amount sent from abroad. Police said 10 bullets hit Akhtar.

TOBA TEK SINGH: The Labour Qaumi Movement (LQM) has warned the Faisalabad Electric Supply
Company (Fesco) of a movement against it and strike in factories if it does not end unscheduled
loadshedding within 72 hours.The announcement was made by LQM central chairman Baba Abdul
Latif, tehsil president Malik Abdul Majeed and provincial president Dr Sarwar Bari during a protest in
Khalid Colony factory area in Kamalia on Tuesday.They said the powerloom and other small
industrial units workers would also stage a sit-in at the Thana Chowk and a series of protest
rallies.They said all agreements between workers and Fesco officials had been violated by company,
triggering economic issues for workers as they were unable to earn anything for their families due to
prolonged power outages. They also announced the protest would also be widened to all the cities of
Faisalabad division.Meanwhile, Awam League chief and former MNA Riaz Fatyana condemned more
than 18 hours loadshedding in Kamalia and Toba district.In a press conference, he asked where
were the people who had taken out protest rallies and set his house on fire when he was the MNA.He
said now such people were silent when Kamalia’s workers and people were facing the worst
loadshedding.

TAXILA: Heads of three different schools of Taxila tehsil would face action under Punjab Employees
Efficiency, Discipline and Accountability Act 2006 for highest dropout rate exceeding 60pc in
secondary classes.The schools head that will face music include Mohammad Riaz of Government
Boys High School, Lub Thatoo (81.63pc dropout rate), Attgiueur Rehman of of Governemnt Boys
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High School Wanni (80pc) and Shafeequr Rehman of Government boys high School Taxila city (59.
97pc).An official of district education department told this reporter that show cause notices to the
schools head had been issued and further departmental action would also be initiated.According to a
local NGO, Pakistan has the highest school dropout rate in world which contributes to low literacy
rate in country. The NGO blamed lack of facilities, paucity of staff and corporal punishment for the
highest dropout rate.

Rural health centre in SHANGLA: Local residents have complained that the rural health centre, Karora, lacks equipment,
Shangla village lacks medicines and staff, causing difficulties to patients.Talking to reporters here, residents of Karora,

basic facilities
Daily Dawn July 26, 2016

Opal, Shahpur, Koz Kana, Serai and suburbs said the RHC Karora was the only facility for 45,000
people of the villages. They pointed that the health unit lacked a laboratory, X-ray machine and
dental unit.“We met with the local MPA, DHO and the then health minister in this regard, but they
failed to fulfill their commitments,” Sayed Mehboob ur Rehman, a local resident, lamented, saying
due to absence of a lady doctor delivery patients were referred to hospitals in Swat.He said often
patients died while being taken to hospitals in other districts.Mr Rehman said the RHC was
constructed by Erra in 2008, but 2010 flash floods damaged most parts of the building, which couldn’t
be rebuilt till date.Nazir Ahmed, a youth councillor from Karora, said they had protested several times
for provision of the required facilities to the basic health unit, but to no avail.He said people of four
union councils were dependant on the RHC, but due to absence of facilities they were advised to go
to either Swat or Alpuri.“l have seen many people injured in road accidents die of wounds due to lack
of surgical facilities and medicines at the RHC,” Ahmed said, adding the provincial government’s
slogan of health emergency was not implemented in Shangla district.Haji Azeem, a local elder,
pointed out that in case of emergencies people had to purchase medicines and injections. “The local
jirga met Shaukat Yousfazai, when he was health minister in the PTI government, and conveyed to
him their problems, but despite assurance he did not translate his promise into reality,” he
lamented.The Karora residents warned that if the government did not appoint staff and ensured
facilities at the RHC, they would stage protests and block Swat-Bisham road.When contacted, district
health officer Shafiul Mulk admitted to Dawn that the Karora RHC lacked dental, laboratory and X-ray
facilities.He said under an agreement signed with an NGO the latter had provided equipment to the
health centre, but it got damaged in 2010 flash floods.He added that the machinery was repaired
from Islamabad, but it did not work. He, however, said a lady doctor would soon be appointed.
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