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DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has attained the capability to
support over 300,000 marooned people through its well-stocked regional ware houses in any kind
of disaster. According to official sources, NDMA has the capability to immediately start relief
activities in natural calamities including floods, landslides, earthquakes, drought, tsuami, cyclone,
glacier lake outburst flood, avalanches and tropical sea storms.

National Disaster Risk Reduction (NDRR) policy is aimed at strengthening disaster preparedness
and response capabilities, improving the early warning system, building capacities of disaster
management practitioners at all levels and that of communities as well as strengthening resilience
of infrastructures.

Under policy parameters, the Authority has also formulated National Disaster Management Plan to
identify ten priority areas, forty-one strategies and one hundred and twenty-two projects in the
domain of institutional development, capacity building, awareness, early warning system, human
resource development, hazard and risk assessment.

The NDMP identifies roles and responsibilities of various stakeholders involved in disaster
management and facilitates various organization/agencies to undertake interventions as identified
in NDMP to achieve the desired results, he added.

Last month was the hottest May in modern history, marking the 13th consecutive month that global
temperature records have been shattered, the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) reported.

That makes the longest such streak in the 137 years the record has existed. “The globally
averaged temperature over land and ocean surfaces for May 2016 was the highest for the month
of May in the NOAA global temperature dataset record, which dates back to 1880,” the agency
said in a statement. The powerful but waning El Nino weather phenomenon — which tends to
warm equatorial waters in the Pacific — may have contributed to this year’'s record, climate
scientists said, but doesn’t explain all of it. “The state of the climate so far this year gives us much
cause for alarm,” World Climate Research Program Director David Carlson said. “The super El
Nino is only partly to blame. Abnormal is the new normal,” he added.

May’s combined average temperature came to 1.57 degrees Fahrenheit (0.87 Celsius) above the
20th-century average for the month of 58.6 degrees Fahrenheit (14.8 Celsius). That was 0.04
degrees Fahrenheit (0.02 Celsius) above the previous record for May, which was set last year.
May 2016 tied with June and August 2015 as the 12th-highest monthly temperature increase on
record, NOAA said. May’s record temperatures were accompanied by other extreme weather
events, including heavy rainfall in Europe and the southern United States. Overall, 13 of the 15
monthly high-temperature records have taken place since February 2015, it added.

Experts say global warming is contributing to a growing number of environmental disasters around
the world, from the bleaching of the Great Barrier Reef to the wildfires raging across Canada. Last
year marked the hottest on record so far, beating 2014, which previously held the title. With 13
months in a row now setting records for heat, 2016 — although not quite half over yet — is on track
to be another scorching year.

The temperature across global land and ocean surfaces from January through May reached 1.94
degrees Fahrenheit (1.08 Celsius) above the 20th century average of 55.5 degrees Fahrenheit (13
Celsius), making it the highest for January-May on record, surpassing the previous record set last
year by 0.43 degrees Fahrenheit (0.24 Celsius). The World Bank said last month that the global
community is not prepared for a swift increase in climate change-related natural disasters — such
as floods and droughts — which will put 1.3 billion people at risk by 2050.

ISLAMABAD: Director General of Pakistan Metrological Department Dr Ghulam Rasool has
predicted that the country would experience extra heavy monsoon rains this year.

Talking to a private news channel, he said four zones of the country, including the upper parts of
Khyber Pakhunkhawa, Azad Jammu and Kashmir, south eastern areas of Punjab and Sindh, and
Koh Suleman areas from Mianwali to Rajanpur would be badly affected by flash floods. He said
that Pakistan was among the 10 most vulnerable countries to climate change. But it lacked proper
climate resilient infrastructure to mitigate the effects of that vulnerability, he added.

The govt would have to build better infrastructure to protect the people and their properties from
the resultant natural disasters such as flash floods and river floods, he said. He said he had
already written to all the Governors, Chief Ministers and Chief Secretaries informing about the
expected heavy rains. He said that the PMD was in touch with the National Disaster Management
Authority and other departments and it would be able to face the challenge despite lack of
resources, he added. He said that seven radars were functioning in the country to predict weather
conditions.

Two of them were being replaced with the financial assistance of Japan, while the rest, though old,
were properly working, he added. He said that a new radar had a price of around Rs 700 million.
Dr Ghulam Rasool said that the World Meterological Organisation had a slogan that "invest one
dollar on early warning system and save 36 dollars". He said that the Pakistan Meteorological
Department had no funds for the maintenance of the radars. However, now notice had been taken
at the high govt level, he said and hoped that in next two years, a considerable improvement would
be seen in the PMD.

ISLAMABAD: Around 5,000 glaciers in northern areas of Chitral district and Gilgit Baltistan (GB)
region are melting at a much faster rate due to the increase in average temperatures in the
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mountainous valleys.

“Presently, glacial melting is among major global warming-induced risk Pakistan is grappled with.
Other risks include sea-level rise, floods, higher than average temperature, a higher frequency of
droughts and expanding desertification,” Ministry of Climate Change Deputy Director Mohammad
Saleem Shaikh said on Sunday.

During summer months, he said, an increased or above normal flows in glacial streams, which all
eventually feed the 3,500 kilometres long Indus River, clearly indicate that the country’s glaciers
are melting rapidly. The mountain streams now flow even in winters which was never observed a
couple of years ago as revealed by the residents of Hunza, Ghizer, Gupis, Skardu, Gulmit and
Bagrot valleys of the GB in the country’s north, reflecting the gravity of the global warming issue,
he said. “Temperatures in most of the mountainous valleys never used to go beyond 30 degree
Celsius during summer but now it surpasses 40 degree Celsius at times,” he said. “This rise in
temperature is causing an expansion of rainy weather on one hand and squeezing the snowfall
period on the other. The reduced snowfall period makes it difficult for the snow to take the shape
of glaciers,” the deputy director said. He added that the increase in frequency and intensity of
rainfall instead of snowfall in these mountains triggers flash floods which results in large-scale
damages in the areas.

The official, who is also a spokesman of the ministry, said besides rising earth temperatures, high
paced urbanisation of the mountain valleys and increased vehicular traffic have accelerated the
melting process of the glaciers.nHowever, Pakistani scientists have already said that the glaciers in
Pakistan’s Karakoram mountain range in the Upper Indus Basin areas are stable and some are
even building up but research-based strong evidences show that a good number of glaciers are
now melting fast due to the rising temperatures, he added. He said that this is alarming that the
melting process continues in winter also due to which we find exceptional flow in streams and
rivers. This is causing flooding in these valleys, posing risks to lives and livelihoods of the people
besides damaging the infrastructure in these areas, he said. He further said the recent findings of
ten weather monitoring stations installed by the Pakistan Meteorological Department also
concluded that glaciers in ablation zone (the low-altitude area of a glacier) is receding faster and
snowline is marching upward. This means shrinking in the glacier area. “This means that the
ablation zones are increasing and accumulation zones of the glaciers reducing,” he said.

LAHORE: Punjab Emergency Service, Director General, Brig (R) Arshad Zia has said that a policy
framework has been finalised for induction of cadets into newly-formed Urban Search and Rescue
(USAR) teams at divisional headquarters level. He said that Punjab Chief Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif had decided to set up the USAR teams at all nine divisional headquarters of
Punjab. Training was al-ready being provided to cadets for Rawalpindi and Lahore UASR teams,
and process for constituting all nine teams would be com-pleted by the end of 2018, he added.

During his visit to Emergency Service Academy here on Saturday, he held a meeting with Acad-
emy Director General Brig (R) Amir Hamza, Registrar Dr Muhammad Farhan Khalid, Regional
Emergency Officer Mian Riffat Zia, Head of Operations Rescue 1122 Ayaz Aslam and other senior
rescue officials.

Addressing the under-training cadets for Lahore and Rawalpindi divisional teams, Dr Arshad Zia
said that the need for establishment of modern and fully equipped USAR teams was felt after
various natural calamities and disasters. He said that on the directions of the Punjab CM, Home
Secretary Maj (R) Azam Suleman consti-tuted a committee to identify and standardise the
specifications of machinery and equipment required for the USAR teams.

The committee comprising Pakistan Army, Capital Devel-opment Authority, Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA), Home Department, Rescue 1122 etc, finalised the specifications,
he added.—APP

KARACHI: Eight more kids died at the Civil Hospital Mithi and Islamkot in the drought-hit Thar
during the past two days raising the death toll to 224 during the past five months.

According to official figures, 398 minors died in 2015 and 326 in 2014 in the area. However,
independent sources believe that the death toll was too high than the official figures. DHO
Tharparkar Dr Chandar Lal told The News that most of the victims were newborns and
underweight. Dr Lal further said so far 51,680 kids had been given medicines while 5,348 were
admitted to six facilities in the district.

However, he was uncertain about 340 kids referred from Civil Hospital Mithi to the teaching
hospitals of Hyderabad and children’s hospitals of Karachi. Mr. Lal said he had directed the civil
surgeon Mithi to write to the authorities of those hospitals whether the kids were alive or dead.
Insiders told The News that hardly 10% survived while the rest of 90% had died on their way to
hospitals.

Talking to The News, parents at the Civil Hospital Mithi deplored that their kids had been forcibly
discharged or referred to Hyderabad without providing fuel for the ambulances. Civil surgeon Dr
Igbal Ahmed said he had been directed by the DHO to write letters about the referral cases. He
said during the past five months 166 kids had died at the civil hospital of the district. However,
independent sources say over 360 kids have died so far in Thar this year. On the other hand, 598
health workers and dispensers who were appointed in July last year are yet to get their salaries.
These unpaid workers had been posted at 180 closed dispensaries of the district. DC Tharparkar
Dr Shahzad Tahir Thaheem told this correspondent that the situation was well under control. He
said the media was not giving due coverage to their sincere efforts to mitigate the sufferings of
Tharis.

Dr Thaheem said four mobile dispensaries launched a couple of weeks ago were giving best
healthcare facilities to the people. He said the ninth phase of wheat distribution was going on
smoothly in the entire Thar.

Dr Satram Roopani, District Coordinator Health and Nutrition Development Society, told this
correspondent that the situation would get of control if Thar does not get rainfall in the coming few
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weeks. He said malnutrition and diseases were taking a heavy toll on the kids and pregnant
women.

Mohammad Arshad, an official at the Pak Osis, a company tasked with installing 750 RO plants,
claimed that 450 plants had been installed and work on the remaining was in the full swing. He
said 25 faulty plants were being repaired.

WEB DESK: The Tharparkar district which has the highest mortality rate in Pakistan is also an
area where women and children eat less than man, says a UN report.

“Men are given the first priority at meals and often eat more than women and children whereas the
main food eaten was onion, chilli, bread and vegetables (guar and singharian)’, the mission
observes.

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO)have came to the conclusion that eating patterns in Tharparkar
have changed significantly as a result of the drought.

PESHAWAR: The death toll from the heavy rains and storm in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has reached
eight while 59 people were injured.

According to a report of the Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA), two people were
killed in Peshawar, one in Nowshera, two each in Bannu and Mardan districts. About the injured, it
said that 40 persons were injured in Mardan, two in Malakand, 13 in Bannu and four persons in
Mardan. Two houses, one each in Malakand in Bannu districts, were damaged.

CHAKDARRA: A second-grade student identified as Tara Bibi died while her sister sustained
serious injuries when a tree fell on a tri-wheeler they were travelling in near Pul Chawki in
Chakdarra.

Separately, one Muhammad Awais sustained wounds when the roof of their house collapsed in the
Och Gharbi area. The wounded was taken to a hospital in Peshawar where his condition was
stated to be critical.Rozi Gul also sustained wounds in a wall collapse incident in Tazagram area.

MINGORA: Power supply to various parts of Malakand division remained suspended for several
hours as rain coupled with gusty winds uprooted a power pylon of a heavy transmission line.

The heavy rain accompanied by strong winds hit Malakand and uprooted a pylon of the 132-KV
transmission line in Chakdarra disrupting power supply to the entire Swat district and parts of the
Malakand division for 11-long hours. The consumers faced immense hardships due to the long
delay in the restoration of power supply that led to a shortage of drinking water in some areas. The
faithful faced hardships at Iftar.

KARACHI: At least 30 more dengue viral fever cases have been detected in Sindh province in a
week, out of which 29 were reported from Karachi, taking the patients toll to 722 since January
2016.

As per weekly report issued by Dengue Prevention and Control Programme (DPCP), Sindh, to PPI,
30 new dengue fever cases surfaced in Sindh province from June 10 to 16, 2016, out of which 29
were reported from Karachi and one from Khairpur.

A total 29 new dengue fever cases were detected in Karachi last week, out of which five were
reported from District Central, 10 from District South, two from District West, eight from District
East and four from District Malir.

In 2016, a total 722 dengue fever cases were reported in Sindh province since January 2016, out
of which 668 were detected from Karachi, 12 from Hyderabad, five from Sukkur, four from Tando
Muhammad Khan, three each from Dadu, Mirpurkhas, Tharparkar, Khairpur and Larkana, two each
from Badin, Thatta, Jamshoro, Umer Kot, Sanghar Naushero Feroz, Ghotki, Shaheed Benazirbad
and Shikarpur. One death from dengue was reported from Nawabshah.

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to the Punjab Chief Minister on Health Khawaja Salman Rafique has
expressed dissatisfaction over the anti-dengue activities carried out by the government
departments in Rawalpindi. While presiding over a meeting to review the dengue control measure
in the DCO office, Rawalpindi, the advisor said that if dengue epidemic situation prevailed in
Rawalpindi, concerned government departments would be held responsible and zero tolerance
would be shown in dengue control activities.

Rafique said that according to the instruction of the CM Shehbaz Sharif, all resources including
human resource are being provided to the concerned departments and institutions according to
their needs The Dengue Expert Advisory Group has imparted training to the doctors and nurses for
case management of dengue, he added.

The district government, as well as the provincial department, are regularly monitoring the anti-
dengue activities to ensure an effective control on dengue, he said, and added, the government is
providing maximum resources and facilitating the departments, therefore, no negligence from any
department would be acceptable. He further said that last year there were a lot of dengue patients
reported in Rawalpindi, but due to extraordinary arrangements in the hospitals hundreds of lives of
dengue patients were saved. He added that due to a forecast of heavy monsoon rains, there is a
need to remain more vigilant and alert. Officers of districts administration and senior officers of
concerned government departments attended the meeting.

PESHAWAR / CHARSADDA / MARDAN / NOWSHERA / SWABI / JAMRUD: At least two people
died in the provincial capital and around 40 others injured as heavy rains lashed the province.
There were casualties reported in Charsadda and Mardan as well.

In the provincial capital, a building collapsed due to the inclement weather, said Lady Reading
Hospital Public Relations Officer (PRO) Zulfiqar Babakhel. He added the bodies received at LRH
were those of 30-year-old Jehangir Khan, a resident of Duran Pur, and two-year-old child Umer
Khan from Khazana area.

Babakhel added the injured included 14 women, 12 men and 14 children who came to the medical
facility from different parts of the city. The roofs and boundary walls of houses collapsed on Kohat
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Road, Charsadda Road, Fagqir Kalay, Guldara Chowk, Hussain Chowk, Phase-Ill Chowk, Lahori
Gate, Arbab Road, Kakshal, Board Bazaar, Bashir Abad, and Patang Chowk, said Rescue 1122
Spokesperson Bilal Ahmad.

He added the Rescue 1122 director general imposed a complete emergency due to the heavy
storms. “Some 14 roofs collapsed in Peshawar and Mardan and 20 people were injured, while two
died,” Faizi confirmed. He added the storm also caused a high tension electricity line to collapse in
Hussain Chowk area.

The storm caused billboards to fall onto University Road from building tops, damaging vehicles. In
the rural areas of the city, standing crops, especially plum orchards, were affected, inflicting heavy
losses to farmers. “Wind speed was recorded at 98 km/h,” said an official of the Met office. He
added 24 millimetres of rain fell on the city. “The Met office had already predicted pre-monsoon
rains over upper parts of the country from Wednesday till Friday.”

The official added currents are penetrating upper Punjab and Kashmir and a fresh westerly wave is
also likely to approach upper parts of the country. The Met office added rain and
dust/thundershowers are expected at scattered places in Peshawar, Mardan, Kohat divisions, the
federal capital and other parts of Punjab province under such conditions.

The official added rain/thunderstorms with gusty winds were also expected in scattered areas of
Malakand, Hazara, Fata, Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir from Wednesday evening to Friday. He
added two solid pre-monsoon rains are likely to hit the country in the coming week. Due to the
dilapidated sewerage system of the city, some main roads and streets of Peshawar turned into
rivulets, causing traffic jams. The rainwater spilled onto roads and markets in Pipal Mandi, Ganj,
Lahore Gate and Gulbahar and even onto University Road. Water also overflowed onto GT Road
near the Suri Pul and the route was blocked for several hours. “Due to roadblocks and water on the
roads, Rescue 1122 faced problems in its activities,” said Faizi.

Three injured in Charsadda: A woman and two children were injured in the storm in Utmanzai
area of Charsadda district. Officials at the district headquarters hospital said they received an
injured woman and two children — all of whom are now stable.

Emergency in Mardan: Three emergency cases were reported in Mardan district, said Rescue
1122 officials. Four people were injured in these incidents a man, two women and a child. The
officials said one of the injured was taken to a medical complex for treatment.

Storm and rains also lashed Swabi and Nowshera, while in Jamrud, Khyber Agency, roofs and
walls of several houses collapsed in Shah Kas, Ali Masjid and Ghundai areas. No injuries were
reported.

ISLAMABAD: An earthquake of moderate intensity jolted several parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) on Wednesday June 15; no casualty or loss of
property was reported.

According to the geological wing of Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD), an earthquake of
magnitude 5.4 on the Richter scale was felt in Malakand Division, Khyber Agency, Swat and
surrounding areas. The epicenter was located in the Hindukush mountains border area of
Pakistan-Afghanistan at a depth of 155 kilometres.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Planning Minister Ahsan Igbal yesterday directed the departments
concerned to take preemptive measures to deal with flooding situation keeping in view the
expected twenty per cent higher rain in the upcoming monsoon season.

“The departments concerned should be prepared to minimise the losses of expected high floods in
the country in the coming monsoon season,” Ahsan Igbal said while chairing a high-level meeting
on monsoon 2016 impact and level of preparedness here.

The meeting was attended by officials of federal ministries, provincial departments, Met Office and
NDMA. The meeting reviewed the expected rains as forecast by the Met Office and its impacts in
details. He said that national preparedness is a composite for preparedness at provincial levels to
deal with calamity like situation due to more than normal rain in monsoon season. He said that
proper steps should be taken to inspect the conditions of water reservoirs and head works before
arrival of monsoon season and preparedness should be made for relief activities and provision of
medical facilities in the backdrop of expected flooding in various parts of the country.

Ahsan Igbal directed for eliminating all the shortcomings in the relief operations, which hampered
the relief activities in past when massive floods-hit the large parts of the country. He said the
country is passing through abnormal conditions due to climate change distortions in recent years,
which warrants sound national level preparedness to minimise the losses of floods. He said early
warning system is first defence line against high rains and subsequent flooding and emphasised
the need to put in place a state-of-the-art early warning system to check losses from flood like
natural calamities. He assured all possible resources for installation of the early warning system to
save the country from devastation caused by floods.

Ahsan Igbal urged to utilise the youth bulge for volunteerism in flood related relief activities and
asked Civil defence to take necessary steps for inducting high number of youth in its volunteer
network. He also stressed for combing operations to remove the snags in drainage system and
storm water nullahs at district level.

An official privy to the meeting told The Nation that there is no immediate solution to the future
monsoon flooding except immediate construction of at least two water reservoirs - Bhasha and
Munda dams. He said the government is dealing a very serious matter in a very non-serious way.
“With protection measures other than the building of reservoirs the government can only mitigate
the loss of life and property but cannot stop the floods,” he added.

Pakistan is facing flood consecutively for the past six years but even today the government don’t
have a flood protection plan. The met department forecasted heavy floods during coming Monsoon
season, the official said. He said instead of building consensus oriented big water reservoirs such
as Bhasha and Munda dams the government is once again dragging the nation into controversial
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Kalabagh Dam issue.

He said the same thing happened during Dictator General Musharraf’'s regime when he failed to
construct big water reservoirs he initiated the Kalabagh controversy to misguide the nation.
Someone should ask the Water and Power authority of how many big water reservoirs they have
constructed in more than 46 years. Not making big water reservoirs is tantamount to criminal
negligence and the rulers can be held accountable for the loss of life and property due to floods of
the citizens Pakistan, the official commented. He said that meetings and presentation are not the
solution of problem as the government needs to take some tangible steps for flood protection.

It is very simple, the official said, if the government wants to protect Punjab and Sindh from the
destruction of River Indus it should built Bhasha Dam and for the protection of KP the construction
is Munda is required.
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

EEIS EQMN G GERIS EL T [(-1- Wl Talks between Pakistan and Afghanistan relating to the Torkham border and border
for effective border management were held in Islamabad on Monday. Pakistan side was led by Foreign Secretary

: Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhary while Afghan side by its Deputy Foreign Minister Hekmat Khalil Karzai.
management mechanism to The talks between the two delegations were held in a cordial atmosphere marked by a mutual

counter terrorism desire to amicably resolve border related issues.
Radio Pakistan, June 20, 2016

Both sides decided to work in the spirit of good neighbourly relations and friendly cooperation.
The two sides agreed that the ideas generated in today’s deliberations will be shared with the
leadership and further discussed and refined during a meeting between the Adviser and the
Afghan Foreign Minister on the sidelines of the forthcoming SCO Summit in Tashkent, starting
from Thursday.

At the meeting, it was emphasized there is a need for creating a suitable mechanism for
consultation on border management issues. The two sides agreed that effective border
management is vital for promoting peace, countering terrorism and strengthening relations
between the two countries. The Afghan Deputy Minister Hekmat Khalil Karzai also paid a
courtesy call on Advisor on Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz.

LeJ’s entire leadership Counter-terrorism forces kill over 226 LeJ terrorists, arrest 637 close associates of Malik Ishaq

eliminated in Punjab ISLAMABAD: Security forces claimed to have eliminated the entire leadership of Lashkar-e-
The News, June 20, 2016 Jhangvi (LeJ), a group with the potential to provide foot soldiers to Islamic State or ‘Daish’ in
Pakistan, revealed an official document.

Over 226 jet-black terrorists have been killed and 1,000 hardcore militants arrested since the
beginning of this year in combing operations conducted by the special counter-terrorism forces
in the Punjab.

“By zeroing in on the banned LeJ, we have made it sure that the IS or ‘Daish’ does not have
easy inroads into our country,” said a top official, who is a part of the operation to hunt down the
militants in the province.

The counter-terrorism forces arrested 637 hardcore militants of LeJ and its splinter groups in
month’s long drive. They have also arrested 394 close associates of deceased LeJ kingpin
Malik Ishaq in the country, official documents further revealed, exclusively made available with
Geo News (ASKKS Programme). “Over 80 percent of third-tier leadership of LeJ has also been
arrested,” the documents read.

Around two dozen top commanders of the LeJ, who were killed in various intelligence-based
police encounters, had remained in direct contact with Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, top leader of the
Islamic State in Syria, senior officials of the CTD Punjab revealed in background meetings.
These militants, killed in various encounters in theC past one year, are claimed to be named:
Ameer Led Malik Ishaq and his two sons Haq Nawaz and Muhammad Usman in Muzaffargarh,
LeJ Alipur Commander Muhammad Idrees, LeJ Ameer for Shujaabad Abdur Rehman and LeJ
Group commanders namely Umer Farooq, Saeed alias Tinko, Javed Aziz, Abdul Hafeez, Shabir
Anjum, Muzammal Saeed and Muhammad Sufian. They were killed in various encounters in
Rahimyar Khan, official document stated. They all were believed to be working with Fares al-
Aruri, a Syrian national believed to be recruiting militants for ‘Daish’ in Pakistan, the CTD
officials revealed.

LeJ Multan chief Ghulam Murtaza, LeJ Jhang Ameer Muhammad Akram, LeJ Bahawalpur
Ameer Muhammad Jaffar and LedJ ring leaders in Muzaffargarh, Zubair alia Tida, Shafiq alia Ali
and Tehzib Haider Shah were killed in police encounters recently in Punjab. Bahawalnagar LeJ
chief Agib Ali, LeJ Hajipur Khalifa Imdadullah, Khalifa of Ali Pur Imtiaz Farooq, deputy chief
leaders of Led Ghulam Qasim and Abu-Bakr from Rahim Yar Khan and captain LedJ Rajanpur
Muhammad Usman were Killed in police encounters this year.

They were claimed to be working with Syrian nationals Otari al-Najadi and his wife Saba Fakhri
and Shakoori Mustafa with his wife Farida Shakoori who traveled on Syrian passports to
Pakistan, the CTD officials revealed.

The counter-terrorism forces also claimed that they have arrested 352 hardcore militants having
affiliation with the Ludhianvi Group, 24 militants of Jamaat-ud-Dawa, 37 of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Taliban (TTP), 67 militants belong to Jaish-e-Muhammad (JeM) and 164 militants having
affiliation with many proscribed organisations. Putting 1,600 suspects who were on 4th
Schedule (under watch list), the counter terrorism forces arrested over 2,240 Afghan trained
boys, 556 returnees from Afghan prisons and 89 Lal Masjid elements were also arrested in the
combing operations.

Former chief of the National Counter Terrorism Authority Hamid Ali also confirmed that that
around three dozen LeJ commanders and its splinter groups were in communication with the
top ‘Daish’ leadership in Syria and Iraqg. Intelligence agencies and CTD, after intercepting many
calls, decided to target them, he recalled. “All these militants went into an alliance with ‘Daish’
because they need relevancy,” he told the Geo News.

South Punjab with a history of having provided foot soldiers to sectarian outfits since 1990 had
been offering a promising opportunity for al-Qaeda, TTP and now for Islamic State to strengthen
its network in the region, many analysts believe.
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Former ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi says, “It is a murky situation though — however, the LeJ
deserved to be wiped out.” Under the National Action Plan, it is obligatory for security forces and
intelligence agencies to dismantle not only the Led but also to clean up all franchises of militant
organisations like Hizb-ut-Tahrir, Al-Qaeda, JeM and TTP, Naqvi observed. If the LeJ’s entire
leadership is really eliminated, then it is definitely a positive sign that from now on the state is no
longer backing up such elements, he added.

ISLAMABAD (Staff Report) — Intelligence agencies on Monday finally handed over members
of the infamous “Chotu Gang” to police, including Ghulam Rasool, who spearheaded the gang.

The gang was seized in April after an operation by the Pakistan Army in the rural areas of
Rajanpur and Rahim Yar Khan in Punjab. Intelligence agencies reportedly denied police access
to the gang members earlier however after the completion of investigations, gang members are
now in the custody of the Punjab Police.

ISLAMABAD: Turning to math and social media to protect from a possible terrorist strike, a
team of researchers has come up with an algorithm that they think might predict potential
attacks.

Physicist Neil Johnson of the University of Miami led a team that created a mathematical model
to sift order from the chaotic pro-terrorism online universe, The New York Times newspaper
reported. Experts who study terrorism and online communication said that the new research
was informative and that they appreciated that the authors would make their data available to
other researchers.

However, they cautioned that the actions of terrorist groups are extremely difficult to anticipate
and said more information was needed, especially to substantiate any predictive potential of the
team's equation.

“This is an interesting approach, this is a potentially valuable approach, and more research
should be done on the approach,” said JM Berger, the co-author. “But to jump ahead to the
utility of it, | think, takes more work.”

Pakistan has been the target of much different terrorist organisation for many years. Different
militant groups emerged during the America’s War with Afghanistan. Pakistan, being an ally of
America in the war has to face different challenges form inside and outside of the country.

Waziristan and KP being near to the Afghan border had to face several attacks from different
militant groups. These groups that are fighting against the Pakistan armed forces are Tehrik-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP), the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), Jundallah, al-Qaeda,
Haqgani network, the East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM), and Lashkar-e-Jhangvi.
Operation Zarb-e-Azb is a joint military offensive launched by the Pakistan Armed Forces
against these militant groups. The operation was launched on 15 June 2014 in North
Waziristan.

Operation Zarb-e-Azb began one week after a terrorist attack on Jinnah International Airport in
Karachi on 08 June 2014. TTP took the responsibility of the attack. The preparation of this
operation was tough, as the military had to fight on three different fronts.

Zarb-e-Azb being the largest military operation in the Waziristan area has found support from
different entities from inside and outside the country. It received appreciation form leading
journalists and analysts from Pakistan and all the major political parties of the country have
supported it.

Also all major Islamic parties other than Jammat-e-Islami have supported this operation and
called it Jihad. Pakistan also has international support from many countries such as America
and China.

On 13 June 2015, the Pakistani military reported progress in the operation in the course of a
year. DG ISPR Asim Saleem Bajwa reported that 2,763 militants had been killed so far,
including 218 terrorist commanders in 9,000 intelligence based operations (IBOs). Moreover,
some 837 hideouts of terrorists have been destroyed and 253 tons of explosives recovered
during operation. Thousands of terrorists were also arrested, their strongholds cleared and their
communication infrastructure destroyed. Success came at a heavy price as 347 officers and
soldiers of Pakistan Armed Forces have embraced martyrdom in the second year of Zarb-e-
Azb. Pakistan Defence Minister Khawaja Asif declared the year 2015 to be "a year of victory"
and the operation itself a "manifestation of the resolve to root out terrorism from the country."

In February this year, the COAS had given permission to proceed for the initiation of the final
phase of operation Zarb-i-Azab in the Shawal valley region of North Waziristan. The last phase
of the operation aims to clear the last remnants of the militants from their hideouts in the
forested ravines, isolate them and destroy them in detail, while also severing their links to their
abettors across the country. So far overall improved situation of law and order speak volumes
for successful competition of two years of Zarb-e-Azb. As Sartaj Aziz, Adviser to Prime Minister
on Foreign Affairs, told National assembly that because of the operation Zarb-e-Azb against
terrorism, law and order situation had improved which is good for the development of the
country.

“We are now in final phase of operation Zarb-e-Azb and it is hoped that soon we would get rid of
terrorism which would help in further increase of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in the country,”
said Minister for Finance Ishaq Dar.

Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif has reaffirmed Pakistan's strong determination to
confront global phenomenon of terrorism and extremism. He said, “It's a matter of great
privilege and honour to be commanding such an accomplished and battle hardened Army, We
will not stop unless we achieve our end objective of a terror-free Pakistan.
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Operation Zarb-e-Azb is not just a military operation it is a fight of all Pakistanis young and old,
men and women and children against those who have wreaked havoc on the state of Pakistan,
its people and their future. Since observers maintain that incidents of terrorism have shrunk by
65 per cent in the last two years. Fatalities due to violence dropped by 36.8 per cent as
compared to the first quarter of the last year, suicide attacks do not occur as a matter of routine
anymore, militants do not occupy any territory, and though we still witness isolated incidents of
terrorism, the situation is certainly not as bad as before. In order to preserve this momentum, a
revamping of our policies is essential. For policies need to be draft keeping in mind the interest
of the ordinary citizen. It is high time that to pay increased attention towards protecting the gains
of Operation Zarb-e-Azb only then we will be able to stand successful against terrorism.

Is there some strange or symbiotic relationship between Operation Zarb-e-Azb and incidents of
honour killing? In other words, would the success of an operation against terrorism and violent
extremism be in doubt if there are more instances of brutal killings of young women by members
of their own families?

Before going further in this rather dubious direction, let me point out that both issues are
included in this week’s news bouquet. On Wednesday, Director General of the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) Lt-Gen Asim Bajwa gave a detailed briefing on gains made by
Operation Zarb-e-Azb on the completion of two years of the campaign.

And there was this headline in the Friday issue of this newspaper: “Pregnant woman killed for
love marriage”. The details are horrific. This young woman, Mugaddas, had married a man of
her choice three years ago against the will of her family and was expecting her second child
when her mother and brother met her at the clinic she was visiting and persuaded her to come
home with them.

According to reports, when Mugaddas reached her father’s house, in a village near Gujranwala,
her father, mother and brother attacked her and cut her throat with a knife. She is said to have
died on the spot. This tragedy stands out a bit because last week another young woman was
killed by her mother in Lahore for the same ‘crime’. She was beaten and set on fire. On Sunday,
a girl was killed by her brother in Sialkot because she was insisting to marry a man of her
choice. A number of similar incidents have been reported in recent weeks.

On the second anniversary of the launching of Operation Zarb-e-Azb, the chief of ISPR stated:
“Eventually, the objective is a terror-free Pakistan. The state has to target extremism because
extremism has a nexus with terrorism. This has to be done”.

The message here is obvious. While the armed forces have made gains in their operation
against terrorist networks, particularly in the treacherous locale of North Waziristan, the civilian
government has not made much headway with the implementation of the National Action Plan.
A specific reference has been made to extremism that manifestly breeds terrorism.

So, if the focus is on the extremist mindset of the Pakistani society, what else would fall within
its ambit besides terrorism? We have some indications of the scope of the National Action Plan
in its 20 points. We have to remember that while Operation Zarb-e-Azb was prompted by major
incidents of terrorism in the country, with the deadly attack on Karachi airport serving as an
accelerator, the National Action Plan was framed in the wake of the soul-destroying massacre of
the students of Peshawar’'s Army Public School on the already ominous date of December 16,
six months after the operation was launched.

Thus, the campaign against terrorists enlarged into a comprehensive movement to rid the nation
of not just terrorist networks but also of extremism and intolerance. The idea was to cut out the
roots of terrorist violence and create social harmony. Gen Bajwa, in his encounter with the
media, referred to some clauses of the Plan that related to the revival of a counterterrorism
authority, ban on formation of armed militias, restriction on resurfacing of banned organisations
and regulation of the coverage of terrorism in the media.

There is a lot more in the plan in the context of suppressing hate speech and material as well as
sectarian violence. The criticism that comes from the military quarters against the civilians is
that the government has not kept its part of the bargain. This would mean that we are winning
the war on one front and not moving ahead on the other front that impacts upon on our social
mores and mentality.

Consider now the existence of dark passions that compel traditional families to literally enslave
their girls and women. Do these passions not spring from the same roots that also nurture
extremism and hatred for the ‘other'? In a sense, the status of women in a society is a good
measure of its level of civilisation in the context of tolerance and peace. After the killings in a
gay nightclub in Orlando, it has been observed that terrorists usually abuse their women.

We have impressive statistics about what the military missions in different parts of the country
have done. A mention is also made of the improved law and order in Karachi. But it is also
suggested that Operation Zarb-e-Azb is a work in progress. Its eventual success will depend on
the commitment of the civilian rulers to set things right.

Alas, our politicians have little time to attend to this crucial assignment because they are fighting
on another front. A deadly confrontation is building up between the government of Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif and the opposition parties. This new round began with the leaks
embedded in the Panama Papers released in early April. Nawaz Sharif is under severe attack
and it does not help the ruling party that he had to leave for London for his open heart surgery.

There is bound to be a debate on this somewhat incongruous situation that the prime minister is
in London for well over three weeks, inviting comments that it is a government in exile. After a
deadlock in the parliamentary committee formed to frame terms of reference for the judicial
commission on the Panama leaks, the stage is set for political agitation to, ostensibly, overthrow
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the present arrangement. For the opposition politicians, this is another work in progress. This
time, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, chairman of the PPP, is also breathing fire.

Yes, the month of Ramazan provides some respite. Imran Khan, who fancies himself as the
captain of the opposition team, has again given the government a sort of ultimatum — that it has
only until Eid to initiate meaningful negotiations. After Eid, he plans to stage Dharna I, a replay
of the show he had put up in 2014. This time, he promises, it will be much bigger. Recently, he
had vowed to bring out 10 percent of the citizens out on the streets. It is sad that we absolutely
have no sense of numbers.

Look across the entire scene and it is not a pretty sight. Some very urgent matters, including the
task of renovating an extremist and obscurantist society, are set aside by our leaders as they
wholeheartedly submit themselves to the frivolity of partisan politics. Meanwhile, the military is
content with conducting its own operations.

Corrupt, immoral, ill-mannered, undisciplined and mostly ‘chillar- these words strike
people’s minds while thinking of the civilian government’s prime law enforcement
agency: the police. Even | had such an impression, although not as vile, of the police,
owing to my encounters, interactions and dealings with the paramilitary force. But, after
joining it, | have seen another side of the coin that remains hidden from the limelight of
the masses’ eyes.

Each kind of image or character building, whether flaunting or humiliating, takes time to build.
The successive years ofdeep politicisation, improper institutional training, out-dated
infrastructure and above all, a lack of funds coupled with an inappropriate budget have fetched
ignominy to this institution.

Constables do behave harshly, investigation officers do bag money from people, and some do
demand ‘kharcha pani’ (expenditure) for rendered services, but they do not represent the entire
force. There are tons of officers and subordinates who don’t completely mould into the popular
definition of the police department.

How can a police station operate on 10 litres of daily fuel that it is allotted to them, especially
when it has multiple villages under its watch, some that are many kilometres apart?
Furthermore, how will the police produce criminals in court and collect evidence against them
within such limited means?

How can a police officer with a moderate salary pursue any investigation diligently when he/she
has to pay money from his/her own pocket for FIR copies, criminal’s medical certificates and
other proceedings because they are inadequately funded by the government? These individuals
collectively bargain the pathetic condition of the police department and not only does it solicit
the miseries of corruption, it also fuels their harsh behaviour.

The police are always compared to one of the strongest institutions of Pakistan: the Pakistan
Army. For me, the comparison is abjectly based on non-conformity. The army is bestowed with
foreign military aid, the biggest share of the country’s annual defence budget and a firm ground
on the country’s policymaking for decades.

We have witnessed how the country’s primary defence force of borders has transformed its
image through public relations and mass appeasing in the media. How wonderfully it has turned
the tables from being subjected to trial for years of flawed policies that cost the country a great
deal of money and human resources, to the champions of war on terror. This legacy has been a
part of the institutional image building since the separation of East Pakistan; this was the time
when the army was deeply humiliated and renounced by the people for its role in secession of
the eastern wing of the country. It led to the creation of the Inter Services Public Relations
(ISPR) — a media wing of armed forces intended to bridge the gap between the public and the
army, to siphon off the positive image of the army and concealing its faults.

In the 80s and 90s, the grim media campaign of the ISPR produced several television dramas
that flaunted and glorified the army, while on the other hand termed the civil institutions as
corrupt, immoral and unpatriotic. The hits include Alpha Bravo Charlie, Shahpar, Andhera
Ujala etc. And this image building has not halted till date; every day we witness how
communication via Twitter has glorified the current Army Chief, General Raheel Sharif as the
sole saviour of this country.

The story doesn’t end here. The army, apart from its professional tasks runs businesses alone,
as well as in partnerships with the private sector. Despite all the impairments of small budgets,
funds and political pressures, the police continue to struggle hard in keeping up with serving the
people, fighting criminals and laying their lives in the line of duty.

A recent incident that embodies the woes and shortcomings of the police is the Chotu
gang operation. The small contingent of police that marched on to the riverine area was not
even wearing bulletproof jackets. To make matters worse, their arms were less up to date than
the dacoits. But still, they resorted towards their undoubtedly suicide mission.

On the other hand, the army brought gunship helicopters, heavy armoured vehicles, tanks and
all the modern weaponry to fight the small gang of roughly 200 muggers and heisters. If the
police had access to all these facilities, there wouldn’t have been any need for the army to come
in. The police have the onus of maintaining law and order, win people’s confidence by rendering
transparent and upright services with moral conduct.

The recent campaigns of revamping the police by provincial governments are laudable steps to
rejuvenate the system and abolishing the loathed thanna (prison) culture. But all this will be of
no use if governments do not allocate proper budgets and the police do not conform to the
latest revamping campaigns. If this continues, the woes of this department will persist because
the police have no access to foreign aid, nor does it have a public relations department for
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image building or a 111 brigade to get a say in policymaking.

NEW YORK (Staff Report) — Pakistan on Friday called for arrangements for the swift
deployment of additional Pakistan army units and equipment picked by a special United Nations
team for service in the U.N. peacekeeping missions around the world. “We strongly recommend
that the UN support mechanism may now be geared up for speedy deployment of selected units
to UN missions,” Pakistani Ambassador Maleeha Lodhi told a follow-up meeting of the recent
Leaders Summit on Peacekeeping.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, as a co-host of the Leaders Summit on Peacekeeping last
September, had announced additional pledges, including an Infantry Battalion; Transport,
Engineering and Signal companies; additional utility helicopters; and a Level-ll and a Level-lll
Hospital for deployment in future UN peacekeeping missions.

The UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations, Ambassador Lodhi said, had just concluded
a successful visit to Pakistan during which it assessed the readiness of the troops for
deployment and their conformity to the pledges the country’s leadership had made.

“This is our collective endeavor and we all need to take steps to make it a success,” the
Pakistani envoy told delegates.

“Pakistan’s commitment to UN Peacekeeping remains strong, consistent and unstinting,”
Ambassador Lodhi added. “We continue to figure among the world’s top troop contributors. Our
peacekeepers have an exemplary track record of delivering in testing circumstances and in
implementing and fulfilling demanding mandates with professionalism and distinction.” More
than 7,000 armed forces and civilian police personnel from Pakistan are serving in seven
peacekeeping missions, making it one of the top troop- and police contributors. Ambassador
Lodhi also backed the UK initiative for a ministerial-level meeting in London in September to
follow up on the pledges made at the Leaders Summit and said that Pakistan’s Defense Minister
Muhammad Khwaja Asif would attend it.

Earlier this month, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon lauded Pakistani peacekeepers for their
service under the UN flag in hot spots around the world, saying they had made valuable
contribution in maintaining peace and helping communities suffering from war. “For well over
half a century, Pakistani peacekeeping troops have fought injustice in far off places and forces
for a better world,” he said at a reception hosted by Ambassador Lodhi to commemorate
Pakistani Peacekeepers Day.

KARACHI: An anti-terrorism court rejected on Saturday bail for Dr Asim Hussain, a close
confidante of Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) co-chairman and former president Asif Ali Zardari,
in a case relating to providing refuge and medical treatment to terrorists.

On June 4, the ATC reserved its verdict on the bail plea of the former petroleum minister as well
as political activist Usman Moazzam. Asim, owner of Ziauddin hospitals, and Moazzam, the
leader of religio-political group Pasban, are facing charges of facilitating terrorists and are
currently in jail. Dr Asim was drugged or forced to confess against Owais Muzaffar: lawyer. It is
maintained that the suspected militants were ‘deliberately’ screened off from law enforcement
by the hospital management, on Dr Asim’s directions.

On Wednesday, Dr Asim accused Asif Zardari’s foster brother of being involved in “all kinds of
corruption” during the PPP current government in Sindh. Dr Asim’s mother wants PEMRA to
disallow airing of confessional videos. His counsel, however, said such confessional statements
under the custody of the law enforcement agencies had no legal value. The former federal
minister is currently in the custody of National Accountability Bureau (NAB) in Karachi. He was
first arrested by the paramilitary Rangers on charges of corruption and facilitating terrorists in
August 2015.

LAHORE: Calling the Sharifs responsible for the 2014 killing of 14 Pakistan Awami Tehreek
(PAT) workers in Lahore, PAT chief Dr Tahirul Qadri on Friday called upon the army chief
General Raheel Sharif to provide justice to the victims of the tragedy through military courts.

“It was General Raheel whose intervention made the government register an FIR of the incident
and it is General Raheel who can give us justice,” Qadri said, while addressing a protest sit-in
organised to commemorate the second anniversary of the June 17 Model Town incident.

Army chief should ensure justice for Model Town victims: Tahirul Qadri

Fourteen PAT workers were killed and dozens sustained injuries on June 17, 2014 during
clashes with police after they tried to remove barriers outside Qadri’s residence in Model Town
of Lahore.

Qadri said for the last two years, his party had gone from pillar to post for getting justice for
those killed and injured during the incident but nothing had happened. Giving an overview of the
incident, Qadri said the system has denied justice to all the dead and injured.

He claimed the government, instead of providing justice, tried to buy the victim’s families. “But |
salute these people who rejected all these lucrative offers.

“Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif who is famous for working 22 hours slept till mid-day on
June 17. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and CM Shahbaz Sharif both are responsible for these
murders,” he said.

He said the witnesses of murders were turned into culprits and they keep going to courts to get
their bails. “We didn’t do protest on the first anniversary but two years have passed and we
stand at the same point where we stood on the night of June 17,” he said.

He said, “We want to make Pakistan strong, safe, peaceful, progressive. We want rule of law,
socio-economic justice, human equality, institutional solidarity and independence. “However,
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unfortunately we cannot achieve this aim as long as the Sharifs rule the country,” he added.

Criticising the government for its governance and foreign policy, he said the country had
become diplomatically isolated and bogged down in huge foreign loans, which, he claimed,
might cripple the country completely if the rulers were allowed to rule for another year.

He claimed that the government was taking its last breaths and would not survive till the coming
September.

Qadri speech took a dramatic turn when he asked his supporters if they were prepared to
continue their sit-in until justice is served. However, after taking vow from his audience he told
them the he would ‘suspend’ the dharna today as one of his party official has promised to the
government that it will be a one-day affair.

“However, | warn the rulers that if they continued to deny justice to the victims of Model Town
incident, we will within one week notice call such a dharna that has not yet been witnessed in
the country’s history.

Model Town anniversary: Qadri to announce new line of action

Earlier, the APML chief Sheikh Rashid Ahmed claimed that the next 100 days were going to be
very important in Pakistani politics. “After the Eidul Fitr the very foundations of Jati Umra will be
shaken,” Rashid said, in an allusion to the family residence of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.

Referring to the PM’s chairing meetings through video link from London, Rashid said the rulers
were running the government through internet. He termed the rulers ‘extravagant’, ‘sluggish’ and
‘dishonest’.

He urged the people to come out on roads or get ready to permanent slavery as he claimed the
rulers would go to gallows in murder case of the 14 PAT workers.

Speaking on the occasion, the PTI leader Chaudhary Sarwar said PTI leadership had sent him
to show solidarity with the PAT workers. “The PTI will support the PAT until it gets justice and
murderers of its 14 workers are brought to justice,” he added.

WWETTER CRCETRG B ITTA T Despite the fact that act of nuclear terrorism has never occurred, the bogey of nuclear terrorism
Terrorism is being raised by the US and the West; and their think tanks, analysts and propagandists say
Pakistan Observer, June 18, 2016 that it is an absolutely terrifying phenomenon. As a matter of fact, it is not only nuclear terrorism,
but use of nukes by the nuclear power in the war also would have horrendous circumstances for
the global security. Of course, the US was the only atomic power that had dropped two bombs
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, killing thousands of people and maiming others in large numbers.
In an article captioned ‘Destructing nuclear terrorism’, the author wrote: “Intelligence experts
believe that a determined terrorist group is capable of acquiring and transporting nuclear
weapons to the target state.” Some writers have been expressing concern that in the event
Pakistani state collapses, terrorists can lay their hands on nukes.

However, a major Research Paper (MRP) titled ‘Evaluating the threat of nuclear terrorism;
cutting through the rhetoric’, author Augustine Kwok of Graduate School of Public and
International Affairs had debunked the unwarranted fear of nuclear terrorism. The abstract of the
research paper stated: “This major research paper (MRP) provides a strong case for dismissing
the overblown rhetoric of nuclear alarmism by demonstrating that a multitude of constructive
actions are being taken in order to mitigate what is a substantially small threat. By effectively
evaluating the arguments for alarmism and responding to them in turn, this MRP asserts that
the assumptions from which stem the contemporary overblown rhetoric on nuclear terrorism are
not grounded.” After terror attack in Belgium, the Director General of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) Yukiya Amano had said that Brussels attackers had planned to set off a
radioactive ‘dirty bomb’.

Yukiya Amano went on to say: “Terrorism is spreading and the possibility of using nuclear
material cannot be excluded. The material can be found in small quantities in universities,
hospitals and other facilities. European authorities had revealed that the group behind the
November 2015 Paris terrorist attacks was also spying on a senior nuclear official in Belgium;
since then many news sources reported that the threat of “nuclear terrorism” existed. Joe
Cirincione in his write up for CNN stated: “Chills went down a lot of experts’ spines last month
when we saw the news that the Brussels bombers, the ISIS terrorists who blew up the airport
and attacked the metro, were secretly videotaping a Belgian nuclear official. This official worked
at a facility that had radiological material that terrorists could use for a dirty bomb. Strange
enough, such fears are being expressed in the countries that claim to have sound security
systems.

Michael Kugelman a senior program associate for South and Southeast Asia at the Woodrow
Wilson Center, where he is responsible for research, programming and publications on South
and Southeast Asia, had argued that Pakistani nukes may fall in the hands of terrorists attacking
sensitive air bases in Pakistan. The absurd propaganda further asserted that “Pakistan was
producing tactical nuclear weapons (TNW) meant for actual battlefield use with conventional
forces (for short range use against India). Consequently, these will be removed from locked-
down and secured bases, making them tremendously vulnerable to seizure, attack, or accident.”
The aim of such propaganda is to depict Pakistan’s nukes as hazardous and risk prone. But it
has been acknowledged by the IAEA as well as by the US that Pakistan’s nuclear assets are
highly secured and under very responsible authority. These assets indeed help maintain
minimum level of deterrence.

Though the US has not been consistent about its stance on Pakistani nukes, yet the US has
assured the international community that Pakistan is capable of protecting its nuclear weapons.
In a policy statement on Pakistan’s nuclear program, the US State Department said: “Islamabad
is well aware of its responsibilities with respect to nuclear security and has secured its nuclear
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arsenal accordingly.” Few days before the summit, prestigious Harvard Kennedy School
released a report reviewing global security measures, which stated: “US officials have
reportedly ranked Indian nuclear security measures as weaker than those of Pakistan and
Russia.” The report concluded that Pakistan’s nuclear security arrangements were stronger than
India’s. Anyhow, it is an irrefutable fact that it was India that had misused its nuclear facility in
1974, and had also detonated nuclear devices in May 1998. Pakistan had to follow suit to show
that Pakistan has the similar capability.

Lapse in security of India’s nuclear assets was revealed by international experts during a
Nuclear Security Summit. The experts expressed severe reservations over India’s protection of
its nuclear material. According to the details, experts of the international conference stated that
there have been 5 cases of nuclear material theft in India over the past two decades. They
added that the extent of security failure is so great that in 2013 guerrilla militants had stolen
Uranium from the Army Complex, but the Indian army remained completely unaware of the
incident. In April 2016, an independent US report by the Belfer Center at the Harvard Kennedy
School declared the Indian nuclear program not only unsafe but also called for a satisfactory
international oversight. The authors of the report titted ‘The Three Overlapping Streams of
India’s Nuclear Program’ observed that “India is currently running three streams that include:
civilian safeguarded, civilian un-safeguarded, and military.”

Authors recommended that India should achieve a cleaner separation of its civilian and military
facilities by bringing eight unsafeguarded civilian facilities under safeguards. They also
recommend that India should bring its fast breeder program as well as upcoming HEU facilities
under safeguards. When U.S. officials made their first-ever visit to the restricted Bhabha Atomic
Research Center in Mumbai, a complex where India makes plutonium for its nuclear weapons,
their observations about its security practices were not reassuring. “Security at the site was
moderate,” a cable from November 2008, approved by embassy Chargé d'Affaires Stephen
White, told officials in Washington. He had also added that identification checks at the front gate
were “quick but not thorough,” and visitor badges lacked photographs, meaning they were easy
to replicate or pass around. One would not know if India has improved the system by now.

Army chief General Raheel Sharif and US commander in Afghanistan General John Nicholson
discussed Pakistan, Afghanistan border mechanism on Saturday.

“During the meeting, regional security issues and matters of mutual interest, including border
management mechanism along Pakistan, Afghanistan border were discussed,” Inter Services
Public Relations said in a statement.

Pakistan, Afghanistan agree on ceasefire at Torkham border

The meeting comes after the main crossing along Afghanistan’s disputed border with Pakistan
reopened on Saturday after nearly a week of deadly clashes between the two countries’ security
forces. The fighting, which has killed at least four people, erupted at Torkham gate after the two
sides disagreed over a Pakistani plan to build a new barrier at crossing.

Afghanistan rejects the colonial-era Durand Line border drawn up in 1893 and police along the
border vowed to prevent the Pakistani project from going forward.

Officials on both sides said the crossing had reopened after Kabul and Islamabad reached an
agreement. “To reopen the pass there were central and regional level negotiations,” Attaullah
Khogyani, a spokesman for Afghanistan’s Nangarhar provincial governor, said on Saturday.

Torkham border reopens after five days of clashes

Military reinforcements that had been sent to the area had been ordered to leave and cross-
border traffic had returned to normal after having been stalled for a week, according to a
Reuters witness in Afghanistan.

Thousands of vehicles normally pass through the crossing every week, making it a vital trade
link between the countries. As part of the agreement, officials said all Afghans would need
official documents to pass into Pakistan.

Afghan ambassador denies agreement on gate construction at Torkham border

Both sides accuse each other of harboring extremist groups that have launched attacks.
Afghanistan, struggling to contain a stubborn insurgency led by Taliban militants, blames
Pakistan for harboring fighters and allied networks on its territory.

Pakistan denies it supports militants, and says it is building the gate at Torkham to stop the
movement of militants coming the other way, from Afghanistan.

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court (SC) on Thursday set aside a decision of the Lahore High
Court (LHC) on the acquittal of a ruling party lawmaker in a terrorism-related case and
remanded the case back to the LHC for adjudication.

The SC however ruled that all accused in the case would remain on bail until the LHC decides
the case.

A five-member larger bench of the SC presided over by Chief Justice Anwar Zaheer Jamali took
up the case on Thursday.

Sardar Abdul Razzaq Khan appeared in the court on behalf of petitioner Haq Nawaz, political
rival of Abid Raza, member of the National Assembly from the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N). He argued that Raza was released in a terrorism-related case after he struck a
deal with the families of the victims. He said the LHC released all the accused in the case after
they struck deals with the families of the victims. He said the LHC decision was not valid;
therefore, it should be declared null and void. According to the law, he said, the people linked to
terrorism-related cases could not be released on the basis of deals with the families of the
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victims.

Chief Justice Jamali said, “There can be no settlement if one is convicted under Section 7 of the
Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA).”

Justice Amir Hani Muslim said, “Trial runs in anti-terrorism courts after application of Section 7.”

Justice Sheikh Azmat Saeed said, “If murder takes place in a terrorism-related case, two
punishments are awarded: one under Section 302 and the other under Section 7 of the ATA.”

Justice Muslim said, “The crime, which falls within the ambit of Section 7 of the ATA, is a crime
against society. How can there be a settlement in a crime against society?”

Munir Bhatti, counsel for the accused, appeared in the court and stated that the family of the
victims had forgiven his client after the two sides reached a settlement. He asked the court to
uphold the LHC decision in this case.

The chief justice remarked that a compromise was not allowed in a case registered under the
ATA.

The court suspended the acquittal order, restored the trial court sentences and disposed of the
case.

It may be mentioned here that Raza was linked to the murder of six people in Gujrat in 1998 and
the court awarded him and his accomplices capital punishment 12 times. Raza had attacked
former MPA Ghulam Sarwar and his colleagues.

Raza contested the general election in the NA-107 constituency in 2013 on the PML-N ticket
and won a seat of the National Assembly. His rival candidate Haq Nawaz challenged his victory
on the ground that he did not qualify to become a member of the National Assembly because he
struck a deal with the heirs of the murdered people to secure his release from jail. The SC had
taken suo motu notice of the case.

Police declare victory in LAHORE: The provincial police have declared victory in the Ranjanpur’s river island, three
River Island sans Chotu months after the largest security operation was launched against criminal gangs.

The Nation, June 17, 2016 The gang leader, Ghulam Rasool Chotu, who killed six elite police officers in the first phase of
the operation has not been handed over to the police investigators yet.

Chotu along with his 14 accomplices had laid down arms and surrendered before the Pakistan
Army as security forces geared up the major offensive against the gangsters in the tough terrain
in April. He had courted his arrest to the Pak Army fearing that he might be killed in a staged
shooting by the police.

Punjab inspector general of police Mushtag Ahmed Sukhera on Friday claimed victory against
criminals in the Katcha Area of Rajanpur district. The police chief was presiding over a meeting
at the central police office. Bahawalpur's regional and district police officers attended the
meeting through video link.

According to a police spokesperson, the whole area particularly the Katcha area has been
cleared and secured on “permanent grounds” for the local residents by eliminating all no-go
areas. At least 77 members of five notorious gangs were arrested and the police seized heavy
weapons and ammunition from them.

“The Katcha area has been cleared and secured because of successful police operation. The
area had become a safe haven for criminals for the last three decades and was a no-go area for
the local residents due to their brutalities and atrocities,” the spokesperson quoted the police
chief as saying. The criminals used to kidnap hundreds of people for ransom every year. The
incidents of murder, robbery, and crop and cattle theft were also quite common in this area, the
spokeswoman said.

Sukhera on Friday paid rich tributes to the officers who took part in the operation and
announced commendatory certificates and other prizes for them. “Punjab policemen (who took
part in the operation) not only boosted up the morale of the force but also got success in
achieving the trust and confidence of the people by eliminating these hardcore criminals in the
Katcha area,” the IGP said. The provincial police chief also directed the officers to fully utilize
the expertise of Riverine police force in the Katcha area.

According to the central police office, the operation against criminal gangs in the South Punjab
has successfully been completed within a period of three months. “In this regard, the
departmental report has been compiled. According to the report, at least 600 police officials
including 12 teams of Elite Force participated in this operation which started in April, 2016.”

During the operation, the Punjab police also got the assistance of two adjacent districts
Kashmor and Ghotki of the Sindh province. Heavy ammunition and weapon was used by the
police during the operation including G-3, SMH, RPG7, HMG, LMG, sniper-guns, and APCs.
The weapons and ammunition recovered from these gangs are included anti-craft guns,
Kalashnikovs, guns, rifles, pistols, repeaters and others weapons.

Earlier, Rahim Yar Khan District police officer Zeeshan Asgher briefed the IGP about the
operation. He told the police chief that the domain of police stations including Machka,
Fatehpur, Dolatpur, Mureedabad, Chak Bhara, Thul Kundair and police station Bhong, Kot
Sabzal and Ahmadpur Lamma of Tehsil Sadigabad had become safe places and hideouts for
the criminal.

According to him, many people had been killed during clashes between Kosh and Chachar
tribes from 1987 to 1988. He said that the people of these tribes used to regard the criminals
and proclaimed offenders as their heroes by providing them shelters as they used to generate
cash for them. Zeeshan Asgher further said that police were investigating 77 proclaimed
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offenders who belonged to Bagga Kosh, Kathoor Ghafoor Kosh, Malawa Jhanga Kosh,
Shairbaaz alias Borra Machi and of Jorani gangs.

According to police sources, gang leader Chotu has not been handed over to the police
investigator yet. The Punjab police last year killed more than 460 gangsters, mostly in staged
encounters. As a matter of prestige or policy, the criminals arrested in connection with the
killings of policemen are eliminated in police shooting across the province. But cops are yet to
get Chotu.

Legal experts state that the interrogation and prosecution of criminals is purely the job of the
local law-enforcement agencies. In case, the military forces wanted to interrogate any accused
or suspect, they are bound to obtain remand of the suspect from the local courts. Gang leader
Chotu and his accomplices, said to be in the custody of Army, have not been produced before
any court of law so far

Around 40 policemen in four fiber-glass boats raided the positions of Chotu gang but it turned
out to be a disaster as the criminals killed six policemen and captured over two dozen. The
clash also left seven gangsters dead.

Several retired and in-service police officers said that they believe the decision to launch the
ground assault, without aerial back up, against the heavily-armed criminal gangs in the far-flung
river island “proved disastrous”. Police forces, however, successfully encircled Chotu gang in
the Kacha area of Rajanpur district as Pakistan Army commandoes were called in the area to
rescue police hostages and to fight against hardened criminals hiding there.

Over 2000 Army and paramilitary troops were sent to the river island to lead the largest security
operation. Initially, some 1600 policemen were deployed in the Kacha area to launch the
operation, codenamed as Operation Zarb-e-Ahan.

To mark the second anniversary of the Operation Zarb-e-Azb in the tribal areas Director
General Inter-Services Public Relation (ISPR) Lieutenant General Asim Bajwa gave a media
briefing on the successes of action in the tribal areas as well as intelligence-based operations
(IBOs) all over the country. Fata has been cleared, he said, IBOs are continuing, while combing
operations started last month targeting terrorist sleeper cells are yielding positive results.
Offering an idea of the challenges involved in the fight in North Waziristan where 490 troops
embraced martyrdom he disclosed that 3,500 terrorists were killed, 992 hideouts destroyed, 253
tons of explosives recovered, 7,599 improvised explosive devices-making factories smashed,
and 2,841 mines and 35,310 rockets seized. Regarding the Karachi operation, he said, 1,203
terrorists belonging to al Qaeda in the Subcontinent, Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, TTP and Tehreek-e-
Swat, including 636 target killers from proscribed organisations as well as political parties have
been arrested. As important as these gains are, military operations alone cannot exterminate
the scourge of terrorism.

Conspicuous by absence from the anniversary event was any representative of the government
to give an overview of the civilian side of action. In fact, in an indirect reference to shortcomings
on the part of civilian authority the ISPR spokesman expressed dissatisfaction about execution
of the National Action Plan (NAP). It may be recalled that the federal government had reacted
angrily last November to comments emanating from a corps commanders' conference that
urged greater civilian cooperation for progress in the fight against terrorism. lIts terse reply was
that "implementation of the National Action Plan is a shared responsibility, and all institutions
have to play their role while remaining within the ambit of the Constitution." Actions, however,
speak louder than words. The sad reality is that most of the 20 points in political consensus-
based NAP still remain unimplemented. The ISPR spokesman mentioned just four of them: ban
on formation of armed militias; revival of National Counter-Terrorism Authority (NACTA);
disallowing banned organisations to resurface under new names; and bar on media coverage to
extremists/terrorists. There are equally important other points that remain neglected, including
regularisation and reform of madressahs; prosecution of elements spreading sectarian violence;
reform of the criminal justice system through constitutional amendment and legislation; and
measures to stop religious extremism and to protect minorities. The necessary resolve remains
missing. Take the example of NACTA revival. Reports at first indicated the finance ministry was
reluctant to allocate the required funds. Then the Interior Minister came up with the flimsy
excuse that construction of a new building to house the authority was taking time. Surely it could
have started functioning out of one of the various government-owned buildings.

Needless to say, the war against terrorism cannot be won through military means alone. Nor is it
a short-term fight. The civilian authority has the key responsibility to consolidate gains of military
operations and to undertake a sustained campaign to root out extremism in all its forms and
manifestations. The government may not have liked it but the ISPR spokesman cannot be
faulted for saying the state has to target extremism because extremism has a nexus with
terrorism, and that "this has to be done."

ISLAMABAD: The phenomenal gains made in the first two years of Zarb-e-Azb became
possible only because of a national consensus and single-mindedness among all stakeholders
and key institutions for which the federal and provincial governments, political parties,
Parliament, the Supreme Court and armed forces deserve immense acclaim and approbation.

Every establishment sincerely put in its contribution it can in a big way to make the military
operation an unprecedented success. The outcome is that the drive has led to an unparalleled
decline in terrorist attacks across Pakistan. The federal government and political parties
hammered out a consensus and accorded political ownership to the military campaign; the
parliament passed the requisite amendments in the Constitution and the army law; the Supreme
Court validated these changes; and the armed forces carried out the operation in an exceptional
manner. Every institution earned kudos and congratulations for its role.

<

National
Journalists
Forum




<2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN .

However, Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif deserves special praise for leading the
Zarb-e-Azb contrary to his faint-hearted predecessors, who did not pick up the courage to deal
with the spectre of terrorism which was destroying Pakistan bit by bit, and at the time like other
institutions the armed forces were also not doing enough to eliminate the scourge.

The commitment and consistency the incumbent top commander has demonstrated while taking
the terrorists head-on has attracted widespread public appreciation. But sadly some anti-
democracy elements have been trying to lure him into assuming a role that the Constitution
doesn’t warrant. But like a professional soldier, who adheres to his oath, Raheel Sharif has not
paid any attention to such ‘fascination’. He is the first army chief in Pakistan’s history, who made
public several months before his retirement date that he will go home on the due date in
November this year.

It is a rare development across the globe that Pakistan’s security forces have knocked down a
sprawling network of terrorists in a short span of just two years while in neighbouring
Afghanistan troops of over a dozen most advanced nations that have the sophisticated
weaponry and air power have failed to ensure peace in the past 15 years. Still, the country
remains in turmoil with no signs of any significant improvement in its situation in the near future.

The accomplishments achieved by Pakistan’s security apparatus in two years are felt by all and
sundry. The fruits of the Zarb-e-Azb are matchless, and the nation is beholden to the armed
forces and all other state institutions and political players, who, setting aside their differences on
other issues, joined hands against terrorists.

The personnel of the army, security forces and police, who lost their lives in the anti-terror war,
are the real heroes of Pakistan. The tones of arms caches, explosives and weapons recovered
from the tribal areas by the army during the operation, as narrated by military spokesman Lt-
Gen Asim Saleem Bajwa while marking the second anniversary of Zarb-e-Azb, left no doubt that
the security agencies completely failed to check this kind of activity in the dangerous region for
many years. It was no less embarrassment that a real no-go area also existed in the tribal belt.
Killing of 3,600 terrorists, as stated by Bajwa during Zarb-e-Azab, further showed that a huge
battalion of hardened criminals had existed while Pakistani security forces were not paying the
due attention to the area.

The armed forces have performed superbly and eliminated terrorists and their sanctuaries. The
campaign is going on unabated. The massive successes so achieved are at times dampened by
the activities of terrorists sneaking into Pakistan from Afghanistan due to a lack of a proper
border management at Torkham. The presence of Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan chief Mulla
Fazlullah in Afghanistan and his frequent sponsoring of terroristic attacks in Pakistan with the
active support of Kabul, the US and India leave no doubt that these countries do not want peace
in Pakistan otherwise the chief terrorist can’t stay there safe even for a day.

Pakistani forces are now determined to ensure introduction of border management mechanism
so that no one can enter in Pakistan without valid travel documents. Unless massive illegal
human movement will be legally channelized and properly documented, terrorists will continue
to infiltrate into Pakistan to take up their nefarious activities. This will obviously mar the positive
outcome of Zarb-e-Azb.

A great game is on in Afghanistan in which Pakistan is a prime target. As usual the US is the
main player and director while India is also working hard to inflict maximum damage on
Pakistan. Both Washington and New Delhi are the strongest allies of Afghanistan. Islamabad-
Washington ties are extremely tense, which further worsened due to the May 21 American
drone attack in Noshki, Balochistan, on the Afghan Taliban chief Mulla Mansour. Before that,
the US had refused to pay the committed money for F-16 aircraft demanding that Dr Shakil
Afridi should be released and Pakistan should decisively proceed against the Haqgani network.
The provocative firing by the Afghan forces on the Pakistani troops at the Torkham border is in
fact meant to put further pressure on Pakistan by the US to get its demands accepted by
Islamabad.

Pakistan will certainly take action against the Haqgqgani network but only if it finds any of its
members on its soil. However, if they sneak into Pakistan from Afghanistan, it can only identify
them if a proper border control is in place so that everybody coming in and going out is
recognized and documented. But unfortunately Afghanistan is resisting this kind of
management, which Pakistan has resolved to introduce at all costs.

White flags waved as PESHAWAR: Peace was restored at the Pak-Afghan Torkham border on Wednesday. The area

R (S ENWN G BN E [l "emained calm, but tense amid resumption of construction work on a check-post on the
. Pakistani side of the Durand Line that triggered exchange of fire between the Afghan and the

on ceasefire Pakistani security forces late on Sunda

Daily Times, June 16, 2016 y o

According to a Political Administration official, white flags were raised on both sides of the
border late in the day on Wednesday. “Construction work on the gate started at 9am and it was
halted after 11am to allow the fasting labourers to get some rest in the hot weather. No incident
of firing took place, as work resumed later in the evening,” he said.

Another development of the day was a telephone conversation between Afghanistan
Ambassador to Pakistan Dr Hazrat Omar Zakhilwal and Adviser to Prime Minister on Foreign
Affairs Sartaj Aziz. It was learnt that the two officials agreed on a ceasefire and laid stress on
the need for resolving the Torkham border issue through dialogue.

Diplomatic sources said that Zakhilwal also met high-ups of the Pakistan Army at the General
Headquarters in Rawalpindi. The ambassador returned to Pakistan on Wednesday after
attending the national security conference in Kabul. It seems that peace will finally be restored
after three days of tense situation at the border that has seen injuries to a number of security
personnel and civilians on both sides. A Pakistani Army officer and at least two Afghan Border
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Police personnel were killed in the fighting.

The Torkham border town and nearby areas witnessed a security high alert on Wednesday, as
curfew remained intact for the third consecutive day. The Torkham bazaar as well as the bazaar
across the border remained closed and only security personnel of both countries patrolled the
roads.

Businesses were still closed, as the border remained closed for all kinds of movement.
Hundreds of daily wagers and people associated with different types of businesses did not
resume their routine activities. “I have a small shop of used vehicle parts across the border in
Afghanistan. It is third day that my shop is closed. | hope it’s still intact and everything inside is
safe,” said Riaz Afridi of Khyber Agency.

Similarly, hundreds of trucks loaded with various types of goods, including vegetables and fruits,
destined for Afghanistan and Pakistan were unable to continue their journey towards their
destinations. Trucks bound for different Afghan cities were unloaded at Peshawar, while those
coming to Pakistan were reportedly emptied at Jalalabad.

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) Police has recently launched an android-based mobile application
called One-Click SOS System for reporting any suspicious or terror activities across all districts
of the province. The application can be used to report such incidents on the spot with a single
click from the vicinity of educational institutions, business hubs and residential areas. With the
help of Global Positioning System embedded in the android mobile device, the data and
location shall be transmitted to the local police control room and field officers of the area who
shall be dispatched as soon as possible to contain the prevailing situation. Along with the
system, dedicated security cameras have also been placed in certain selected places such as
banks and National Database and Registration Authority offices for security purposes.

The idea of such a software system came in light of rampant terror activities that engulfed the
region since the inception of war on terror. Whether it were the dastardly attacks on the Army
Public School, Peshawar, and Bacha Khan University, Charsadda, or suicide bombings in
various parts of the province, security of the KPK has been in need of overhauling, highlighting
the need to have quick response units. Inspector-General KPK Police Nasir Khan Durrani’s
move to introduce the One-Click SOS System is an appreciable step, as it shall potentially help
reduce the menace of terrorism in an efficiently swift manner. Response time to an act of
terrorism is of utmost importance to minimise loss of life and property, as well as reacting to
perpetrators.

However, as pointed out by some members of the business community the alert system should
not only be confined to reporting terrorism but also target killings and extortion. Such crimes
have been on the rise for years evoking a sense of insecurity in businessmen and their families.
Lack of ample employment opportunities and economic instability has forced a number of
people people to indulge in criminal and terror activities. Financial gain is one of the core
objectives of such people who believe that it could help them or their families to have a better
future without realising that their acts are jeapordising the stability of society in the short and
long run.

Furthermore, the need to call military troops to contain any untoward incident must also be
reduced, and the police must be empowered to deal on its own through special training
techniques and better firearms, similar to the SWAT force in the United States.

The One-Click SOS System must be expanded to other provinces as terrorism and criminal
activities are not restricted to one city or province. It must be remembered that no security
system would ever truly be effective unless there is sincere and honest input from both law-
enforcement agencies and civil society. Pakistan has suffered on multiple levels due to acts of
terrorism, and not much would change unless there is unity of stance on elimination of terrorism.
And for that to happen, all of Pakistan must stand as one, and work with one another to ensure
individual and collective security of all Pakistanis.
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ABBOTTABAD: Doctors have announced to observe one-day strike and boycott duty today
(Monday) at the Ayub Teaching Hospital in protest against notices issued to medical officers by the
hospital administration for not following biometric attendance.Except emergency cover, all out-door
departments, wards, laboratory,radiology department and operation theatres will remain closed
during the day. This was announced by Provincial Doctors Association (PDA) Ayub Medical Institute
Abbottabad after a meeting.In a statement which was also conveyed to the hospital administration,
PDA president Dr AminullahAfridi stated that the OPDs and other services would not be provided on
Monday except emergency cover. “In case the notification of biometric system and explanation letters
are not withdrawn on Monday, the circle of the strike will be extended for an indefinite period,” the
circular stated, adding that issues were discussed with BoG chairman but their demands were not
fulfilled.PDA president Dr Aminullah Afridi and secretary Dr ZaheerAbbass told journalists that the
BoGchairman hadassured they would not implement the timings and biometrics in ATHItill the
fulfilment of the doctors’ demands.

LAHORE: Anjman-e-Bahbood -e-Marizan, Lahore General Hospital, has introduced new application
form for getting free medical facilities from Zakat Fund. According to a press release issued here on
Sunday, ABM member Yasir Ejaz said free medicine worth about Rs 2 million was provided every
month to deserving patients at Lahore General Hospital. He said the newly-introduced form would be
helpful to keep record of all the funds spent on provision of free medical services to the poor and it
could easily be monitored by the donators. He also asked the rich to donate generously for the ailing
humanity in Ramazan.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government has empowered the Deputy District Health
Officers (DDHOs) to manage the day-to-day affairs of the Primary Health Care facilities across the
province.A formal notification to this effect was issued from the office of the provincial secretary
health with specific terms of references (TORs) for the DDHOs, said an official handout.It merits a
mention here that management of the BHUs in 17 districts had been with various non-governmental
organisations over the last few years under an agreement, which is going to end by the end of this
month.As per the TORs mentioned in the notification, the DDHOs will regularly visit the facilities in
respective districts, at least, once in every two months. They will take prompt action if they found
deficiencies in the facilities related to the availability of stocks, human resources, equipment and
infrastructure within their powers.The DDHOs will monitor the Annual Development Programme
schemes of the facilities and submit report to District Health Officers on the deficiencies of building
and equipment. They will prepare annual budget for the BHUs in the district. The notification read that
the DDHOs would work within the overall framework of district health system and under the
supervision of the district health officers.The DDHO will be assisted by the coordinator for BHUs to
draw up monthly medicines distribution plans, monitor the developmental projects and develop
proposals for repair and maintenance in the facilities.The notification said that Independent
Monitoring Unit of Health Department would develop proper monitoring checklist for the DDHOs to
have a systematic assessment.

KARACHI: Sindh’s Emergency Operation Centre (EOC) for polio is initiating an eight-day case
response campaign in upper Sindh from today (Monday).The campaign will be held till June 27 and
will focus on Shikarpur, Sukkur, Ghotki, Khairpur, Jaccobabad, Kashmore, Larkana and Qambar-
Shahdadkot districts.The total target population of the campaign is 2,460,323 children under five
years of age. The campaign will last six days, with a two-day catch-up period to ensure the
vaccination of all those children who might be missed during the first six days.“A special campaign
has been planned in response to the cases that have been reported in northern Sindh in 2016,” said
an official of EOC, Sindh, requesting anonymity.Four cases of polio have been reported in Sindh in
2016 —two in Shikarpur in the same union council and one each in Jacobabad and Karachi.“We
appeal to parents to cooperate with vaccinators in this important campaign since Pakistan is closer to
polio eradication than ever before,” said the official.According to the EOC, the polio campaigns are
not supposed to take place in the ‘high season’, which is June, July and August, but since the virus’s
eradication is close, the officials have decided to continue the campaign in ‘high-risk zones’ in all the
districts of northern Sindh and some areas of Karachi.Emergency response unit, Sukkur, coordinator
Muhammad Yousuf Shaikh told The Express Tribune that their vaccinators are going to brave the
heat in Ramazan to conduct this activity. He added that EOC’s national coordinator will be monitoring
the polio campaign in Shabbirabad union council.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa government ordered deputy district health officers (DDHOs)
to responsibly manage affairs of primary health care facilities across the province.A formal notification
was issued from the office of K-P secretary for health in which he highlighted specific terms of
references (TORs) for the DDHOs. This was stated in an official statement issued by the health
department on Sunday.As per the TORs mentioned in the notification, the DDHOs will have to visit
the facilities in their respective districts at least once in every two months. They will also have to take
prompt action in case of deficiencies at these institutes.In addition, the DDHOs shall ensure the
availability of stocks, human resources, equipment, and infrastructure and also monitor annual
development schemes.The notification stated said the DDHOs will submit reports to district health
officers in case of deficiencies in the buildings or equipment. They will prepare an annual budget for
the facilities in their respective districts.The notification also said the DDHO will work within the
overall framework of the district health system and under the supervision of the district health officer.
They will be assisted by a public health care coordinator to frame monthly medicines distribution
plans and to monitor developmental projects and proposals.These proposals are prepared for
renovation and maintenance of facilities.“The independent monitoring unit of the health department
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will develop a proper monitoring checklist for DDHOs. This will enable them to have a systematic
assessment and also develop proposal for monitoring applications on their smart phones,” the
statement added. In case the officers are unavailable, the public health coordinator or any other
officer deemed appropriate will oversee the responsibility.The document also said the provincial
government recently delegated sufficient financial powers to district health mangers so they would
able to remove deficiencies in health facilities.

LAHORE: Punjab’s IT-based education reforms can be a great model for system-wide change in
Egypt's schools so | was keen to meet Dr Umar Saif and learn from his work.It was stated by British
Ambassador to Egypt John Casson on the occasion of a presentation delivered by Punjab
Information Technology Board (PITB) Chairman Dr Umar Saif at Arfa Software Technology Park,
according to a press release issued on Saturday. Casson said that the British government was
assisting in Egypt’'s education system for 21.3 million students with problem of both volume and
quality of output."l am very interested in learning about both the technical methodology of system-
wide education reform in Punjab, the data systems, transparency-cum-accountability systems and the
political management of reforms such as incentives, building alliances, overcoming vested interests,
etc."He said, "I am also much interested in the role played by innovative approaches parallel to the
traditional public sector, including Pakistan Education Trust and low-cost private school networks.” Dr
Saif apprised him of the e-Learning Punjab, Open Data of Smart School Monitoring and Literacy
Drive. He said, “Punjab is the first province in Pakistan that has made its monitoring data of 52,695
public schools open and any citizen can challenge its credibility while sitting home. It is a large
example of transparency and accountability enabled by the smart technology. Results are also very
encouraging as attendance of students and teachers has increased to more than 90 percent. The
visits by the monitoring staff have also been made evidence-based and transparent. Textbooks of
grades 6 to 10 have been digitised with simulations, animations, videos supported with Urdu voice
may revolutionise the teaching and learning process in public schools." He said the government had
opted to deliver 120,000 tablets among teachers and students to transform the traditional system into
high-tech system. Casson said that it was an exciting and excellent conversation on the reforms
brought about in Punjab education sector through technology. “I hope this experience will prove
much fruitful to be incorporated in Egypt.” Dr Saif presented a souvenir to the British ambassador to
Egypt.

Quality education plays a great role in bringing positive changes. Education in Sindh has deteriorated
to nothing. Due to the apathy of the government, the literacy rate is getting worse day by day. Above
all, many schools are without proper infrastructure and teachers habitually remain absent.Nearly
10,000 schools in Sindh lack basic facilities like safe drinking water, proper classrooms, washrooms
and compound walls. The Sindh government needs to work towards a better education system in
Sindh to raise the literacy rate.

Punjab Finance Minister Dr Ayesha Ghaus has presented the annual Provincial budget in the Punjab
Assembly of Rs 1681 billion for the fiscal year 2016-17. She stated that the Provincial government
had set down five priority needs in the proposed budget. These include, the sectors of health,
education, agriculture, law & order and provision of clean water. A total of Rs 312.80 billion has been
allocated for the education sector.According to the Budget 2016-17, Rs 47 billion are placed for
Higher Education Commission (HEC). New scholarships of Rs 20 billion have been announced along
with IT programmes. 45 thousand teachers to be hired for primary schools and Rs 2 billion have been
suggested for Punjab Education Foundation. Rs 6 billion each have been set aside for the laptop
scheme and for the provision of facilities at schools. The development budget of School Education
has been increased from Rs 33.0 billion in FY 2015-16 to Rs 47.7 billion in FY 2016-17.36,000
classrooms will be built and school structures will be improved during this year and all the missing
facilities will be provided during this year to all the schools in the Province. The budget outlays that
45,000 new teachers will be recruited in the Province and minimum three teachers will be made
available for each school and that merit will be ensured at all costs. It will also be ensured that the
teachers are recruited from the same areas where the schools are located.The current education
budget is 58pc of the total ADP allocated for current year while last year it was 77pc of the total ADP.
The total budget also includes Rs12 billion for Punjab Educational Foundation, Danish Schools and
Endowment fund. So total is Rs. 312,80 billion — slightly more than last year’s budget.

PESHAWAR: Only one student from a government school has made it to the list of top position
holders in the Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education (BISE) Mardan in the Secondary
School Certificate examinations. Moreover, 71% of students from government schools failed the
exam.These trends are at variance to a series of claims made by Minister for Elementary and
Secondary Education Muhammad Atif Khan during a meeting with the private schools association last
week. Muhammad Atif had said the standard of education in government schools across the province
has improved over the years. He said the parents now prefer to enroll their students in government
schools.The examination results revealed that most government school students passed with very
low percentages.In a similar vein, in Nowshera — the constituency of Chief Minister Pervez Khattak —
only a few students from Government High School Pashtun Ghari managed to pass the exams where
the school’s overall passing rate was less than 30%.

LAHORE: More than 80 water filtration plants have been installed in five South Punjab tehsils under
the Saaf Pani Project, Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif said on Saturday.He was chairing a meeting to
review the implementation of the Saaf Pani Project.“People of Lodhran, Khanpur, Hasilpur, Duniyapur
and Minchanabad are getting clean drinking water through the water filtration plants now. The
government has allocated Rs30 billion for the project in 2016-17 financial year. The project is directly
related to health of hundreds of thousands of people. People have a right to access clean drinking
water,” he said.He said the project would be extended to six more districts of south Punjab soon. He
said that international companies would be selected through a transparent process for the project.The
CM said that all steps would be taken to ensure that millions of people living in rural areas had
access to clean drinking water. He said steps should also be taken to increase the capacity of Saaf
Pani Company.Minister for Housing Tanveer Aslam Malik and the Saaf Pani Company chairman also
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attended the meeting.

PESHAWAR: There are around 150 students who have done B.Ed Honours from the Institute of
Education and Research (IER), University of Peshawar. However, the Khyber Pakhtunkwa Education
Department refused to accept that their degrees were equivalent to Masters.In 2010, IER, in
collaboration with USAID, launched a Pre-Service Structure Programme according to which the
graduating students were supposed to be given B.Ed Honours Degree equivalent to Masters as per
the rules of Higher Education Commission of Pakistan.The programme started in 2009 and was duly
approved by the Government of Pakistan. As per the programme, the graduates were eligible to
apply for Grade-17 teaching posts after completing four years of B.Ed Honours. Sources revealed
that officials of the then KP education department in 2010, in collaboration with United State Agency
for International Development (USAID), constituted a task force for the implementation of the four-
year B.Ed Programme in the universities of KP.However, astonishingly, the KP Education
Department has so far not accepted the degrees of these 150 graduates, putting their future in
jeopardy. In addition, IER has given admission to around 170 more students even though the future
of this programme is not clear. Professor Dr AmjadRiba, coordinator of the B.Ed Honours program at
IER maintained that the respective degree had been started after a collaborative and consultative
process among three stakeholders including USAID and the Education department of KP but the
latter was creating hurdles in making the programme a success. He further said that Peshawar
University should discuss the issue with the authorities in order to save the future of the hundreds of
students who have spent valuable time and money in securing degrees. Kamran Loan, USAID
Coordinator for the above mentioned programme said that the B.Ed four years programme started to
bear fruit in other parts of the country including Punjab, Sindh and Balochistan producing
professionals in the field of education. “It is the responsibility of KP government to make effective use
of such professionals in the field of education, and also further helping students by accepting their
degrees,” Kamran added. Sahibzada Hamid Mehmood, Additional Director at Secondary and
Elementary Department informed that the project was initiated by USAID in UoP and it was the
responsibility of the university to contact the Law and Home Department in order to make
amendments to the rules to get recognition of the degree for employment in the education sector

The Punjab government on Saturday decided to shift at least 4,321 schools on solar energy.As per
details, the provincial government has finalised a plan to convert the schools with no electricity on
solar energy. Officials told that work on project worth Rs1413 million will soon be initiated.According
to the authorities, eight firms have qualified for the project.Punjab Chief Minister Shehbaz Sharif had
announced to shift as many as 5000 schools on solar energy. He stated that it's the need of the hour
to use solar energy for the elimination of power crisis.He said that a special project with the cost of Rs
32billion for drip irrigation is going to be launched in Punjab, adding that Punjab government is
planning to generate electricity by biomass.

The Ministry of Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony has launched a short message service
(SMS) service, 8331, to help save private hajj scheme pilgrims from any fraud or swindling.According
to official sources, an intending pilgrim, desiring to perform the sacred religious ceremony through
Hajj Group Organiser (HGO) should send his HGO’s enrollment number from his mobile phone to
8331.He will instantly receive a message, the pilgrims will receive the details about the enroliment
status of the HGO, name of its chief executive, its allotted quota and address of the office. The SMS
service would help to prevent pilgrims from any fraud or swindling, besides saving them from factious
companies.Furthermore, quota status of HGO should be confirmed from ministry’s relevant
department by contacting the Ministry on phone no 051-9207519; 051-9205212.The ministry will not
responsible for any fraud with the intending pilgrim, who inked the agreement with any HOG or travel
agent without checking its enroliment status of allotted Hajj quota, he added.

KARACHI: Two members of a family were killed and three others injured over a domestic squabble
in Nazimabad number two neighbourhood of the city on Saturday, officials said.Rescue sources told
Geo News that bodies and injured were shifted to the nearby Abbasi Shaheed Hospital. One of the
injured was said to be in critical condition.SSP Mugaddas Haider said the incident appeared to be
result of family dispute as the dead, identified as Abdullah and Abdul Wahab, are father and son.
Injured Saifullah, Asif Khan and Saeedullah Sheikh are also members of the same family, he
added.The incident took place near Bara Maidaan in Nazimabad number two.SSP Mugaddas Haider
said that according to initial reports the domestic row broke out due to a dispute over water. 9mm
shells have been found at the crime scene, said the senior police officer and added that probe of the
incident is ongoing and further details will be shared with the media soon.

ISLAMABAD: It appears that the fate of thousands of CNG stations is closely tied to recently signed
agreements to haul Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) vessels into Pakistan. Previously closed down due to
shortage of gas, the CNG stations are confident that, along with the imported fuel, a robust revival is
in the pipeline, according to All Pakistan CNG Association (APCNGA).APCNGA was finalising
modalities with Sui Northern Gas Pipelines (SNGPL) and Sui Southern Gas (SSGC) for effectively
utilising their network to supply its own imported LNG to CNG stations, the association leader Ghiyas
Abdullah Paracha said.Paracha, who is also heading the Universal Gas Distribution Company (Pvt)
Limited — the first-ever company to secure LNG sale and marketing licence from the Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority (OGRA) to feed CNG outlets — thanked the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Resources for making concerted efforts to reactivate the sector.He underlined the need for setting up
more LNG terminals and improving the supply system across the country to get maximum benefit of
the cheaper fuel for the common man. Presently, he admitted that the CNG sector was not attracting
motorists as they were still uncertain about its future but expressed the confidence that “future will be
of the cheap and environment friendly fuel, which is almost 30% cheaper than the petrol at the
current rates”."CNG stations are consuming 100 mmcfd gas per day and it will be increased to 250
mmcfd per day level soon,” he added.Originally, the government encouraged CNG as an alternative
fuel as it was environment friendly and helped unburden country’s fuel import expenditure; But the
rapid rate at which the stations grew, combined with fast depleting natural gas reserves, resulted in a
ban on new stations in 2008.The official said it was expected that the CNG stations, which were
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closed in Punjab due to the gas supply constraints, would be operational again once Rs800 billion
gas projects were initiated.

P\ oY [ WetoLayi[e T oI T [ M ISLAMABAD: All Pakistan Compressed Natural Gas Association (APCNGA) is confident that the

sector’s gradual revival
Business Recorder June 16,
2016

CNG sector, affected due to gas shortage, will fully revive with increased import of Liquified Natural
Gas (LNG).APCNGA is finalizing modalities with Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) and
Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) for effectively utilizing their network to supply its own imported
LNG to CNG stations, the association leader Ghiyas Abdullah Paracha told APP on
Thursday.Paracha, who is also heading the Universal Gas Distribution Company (Pvt.) Limited - the
first-ever company which secured LNG sale and marketing licence from the Oil and Gas Regulatory
Authority (OGRA) to feed the CNG outlets, thanked the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources
for making concerted efforts for reactivating the sector.He underlined the need for setting up more
LNG terminals and improving the supply system across the country to get maximum benefit of the
cheaper fuel for the common man.Presently, he admitted that the CNG sector was not attracting
motorists as they were still uncertain about its future but expressed the confidence that "future will be
of the cheap and environment-friendly fuel, which is almost 30 percent cheaper than the petrol at the
current rates."He said although CNG stations were operating round-the-clock in a week but the
number of CNG users would gradually increase with the improved LNG supply.

APCNGA, he said, had so far agreement with 1,351 CNG stations to get LNG through the gas
companies distribution system and it was confident that the CNG sector would achieve ‘complete
revival' due to the ongoing concerted efforts."CNG stations are consuming 100 mmcfd gas per day
and it will be increased to 250 mmcfd per day level soon," he added.lInitially, a senior official of the
Petroleum Ministry told APP, the government had encouraged the use of CNG as an alternative fuel
to control environmental degradation, reduce foreign exchange expenditure on import of liquid fuel
and generate employment.Following which, he said, Pakistan became the world leading CNG user
country with more than three million NGVs (Natural Gas Vehicles) plying on the roads.Currently, he
said, more than 3,416 CNG stations are operational in the country fulfilling the fuel need of the
NGVs.On February 7, 2008, he said, the government had imposed ban on establishment of new
stations, keeping in view the mushroom growth of CNG stations and fast-depleting natural gas
reserves in the country.The official said it was expected that the CNG stations, which were closed in
Punjab due to the gas supply constraints, would start working in routine after the government initiated
Rs 800 billion different gas projects including setting up of LNG terminals and gas pipelines to meet
energy needs of the country.

Private schools’ MARDAN: Sara Khizar, a student of Noor Education System, Nowshera, has clinched top position in

: the secondary school certificate (SSC) examinations of the Board of Intermediate and Secondary
students excel in Mardan Education, Mardan.The results were announced by the board officials in a ceremony held at the
anrd SSC exams board premises on Wednesday.PTI MNA Mujahid Khan was the chief guest while parents and
Daily Dawn June 16, 2016 relatives of the top 20 position-holder students and officials also attended the ceremony.According to
the results, Sara Khizar of Noor Education System Kheshgi Bala, Nowshera, got the overall first
position by obtaining 1,041marks of total 1,050 marks, Afreenish Sheraz of Pioneers English
Grammar School, Marghuz, Swabi district, obtained second position with 1,039 marks and Yaseen of
Al-Khair Model High School, Katlang, secured third position with 1,035 marks. All the top three
position holders belonged to the science group.In humanities group, Mohammad Ziaul Islam of
Pasban Model School Zarobi, Swabi district, Rubab Khan of Presentation Convent High School
Risalpur, Nowshera district, and Noor Mohammad of Center for Speech and Hearing, Mardan district,
bagged the first, second and third positions with 940, 906 and 891 marks, respectively.Mr lhsanullah,
controller of the examinations, said on the occasion that cash prizes of Rs50,000, Rs45,000 and
Rs40,000 would be awarded to the top three position-holders of both the science and arts groups.He
said that total 60,606 candidates of both science and arts groups of grade 10th had appeared in the
SSC examinations of which 46,842 were declared passed. Similarly, a total of 65,678 students of
grad 9th appeared in the examinations in which 36,316 were declared as passed.MNA Mujahid Khan
gave away prizes to the position-holders. Among the top 20 position holders of SSC examinations ,
there was only one student from the government schools who got 10th position. All other 19 position-
holders were from private sector schools.The results of BISE, Mardan, have exposed the tall claims
of PTI-led provincial government about its focus on the promotion of quality education in public sector
schools.

Fire at Imperial Market RAWALPINDI: The fire at Imperial Market — the main electronics market of the garrison city — on
ex I l June 13 has revealed the local administration’s negligence in inspecting and ensuring fire safety
poses loca . . )

. . ., measures are present in markets, plazas and other public places.While two shops were destroyed,
adm!n'Strat'on s the fire did not spread to adjoining markets in Raja Bazaar, where plastic and clothing shops could
negligence have caught fire. However, the incident did lead to panic in the nearby residential areas, with many
Daily Dawn June 16, 2016 people fearing that it could lead to a situation reminiscent of the Ghakhar Plaza fire in 2008.The four-
storey Ghakhar Plaza in Saddar, that housed over 500 shops, was engulfed by fire on Dec 20, 2008.
Within hours, the commercial building was reduced to ashes, 15 people had died and many
salespeople were rendered jobless.Civil Defence official says dept does not have authority to seal
shops violating fire safety rulesThe City District Government Rawalpindi (CDGR), Civil Defence and
Rawal Town Municipal Administration (RTMA) are responsible for ensuring fire safety measures in
private and public sector buildings in the city.The Civil Defence Department is responsible for
inspecting buildings and hotels to ensure that fire safety measures are adopted by building owners.
The department said it had already issued notices to over 400 building owners in the downtown
area.Civil Defence district officer Sanjeeda Khanum told Dawn that the shops that were destroyed in
the recent fire had also been issued notices.“There are no fire exits, fire hydrants or fire safety
equipment in Imperial Market, despite repeated attempts to convince traders to install them. | held a
meeting with the shopkeepers and traders association president of the market, but nobody was
willing to adopt fire safety measures,” she added.

She said she could issue challans to violators, but the department does not have the authority to seal
those plazas and shops.“In and around Raja Bazaar, the Civil Defence Department has found 500
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buildings that were not equipped with fire safety equipment and the department had already served
notices on them,” she said.She said the department was asked to conduct a survey of buildings
without fire-fighting arrangements and fire escapes in the district, but “the main problem occurred
when owners and the shopkeepers’ association did not cooperate with Civil Defence”.Ms Khanum
also blamed the building departments of civic authorities like the Rawalpindi and Chaklala
cantonment boards, the Rawalpindi Development Authority and the RTMA. She said it was the duty
of these departments not to approve a building plan that did not allocate a staircase and fire
emergency exits in the main markets and plazas.According to building bylaws, essential safety
measures are required in commercial, industrial and public buildings.The layout plans of commercial
buildings must have exit doors, fire hydrants, fire isolated stairs, emergency elevators, mechanical
ventilation and sprinkler systems, smoke detectors, a safety management system and fire control
centres.The district officer said regulations should also require building owners to maintain all safety
fittings, equipment and safety measures, as well as those items listed as essential safety measures in
developed countries.She said newly built buildings, who had not adopted fire safety measures, are
located in Raja Bazaar, Commercial Market, Benazir Bhutto Road, Jamia Masjid Road, Banni Chowk,
College Road (also known as China Market), Moti Bazaar, Sarafa Bazaar and other nearby
markets.A senior RTMA official admitted that the building department approved building plans without
checking fire safety measures because of corruption. He said the building department’s job was to
inspect the site of buildings and high-rises before and after construction, but they often did not make
these visits.

MINGORA: The residents of different areas in Mingora have said that they face acute water shortage
owing to prolonged power loadshedding.The residents of Malookabad, Rang Mohallah, Gumbat
Maira, Kaan Mohallah and several other localities said that they had to fetch water from streams,
springs and the Swat River as the areas were facing water shortage owing to prolonged power
loadshedding.“Since the start of Ramazan, there has been no water in our supply line. | daily hire a
Suzuki pickup to fetch water from the Swat River in Fizagat area. It costs me Rs500 per trip,” said
Akbar Ali, a resident of Malookabad area.However, poor people cannot afford to hire vehicles for
fetching water from far off streams or the river.“l am fruit vendor and go out early in the morning to
sell fruits at Mingora bazaar but shortage of water has created big problems for me as | have to fetch
water from a spring, which is two kilometres away from my home,” said Khanzada, a resident of
Gumbat Maira.The local people criticised the federal government and demanded an immediate end
to loadshedding in the month of Ramazan.“Where are the claims of the federal government that there
would be no power loadshedding in the holy month of Ramazan,” questioned Khan Akbar, a resident
of Rang Mohallah.Even children are seen carrying water pots. “Our school is open in this Ramazan
but when we go home, we have to fetch water from a spring, which is far away from our house,” said
Maryam, a girl in Gumbat Maira.lkram Khan, the tehsil nazim, said that all the tubewell operators
performed their duty but power loadshedding caused water scarcity.“The municipal administration
staff and tubewell operators perform their duty but prolonged power loadshedding has caused
shortage of water,” he added.

SWAT (Dunya News) : At least five students sustained injuries as Madin Girls School’s security
guard accidentally opened firing in Swat, reported on Thursday.According to sources, the gun was
mistakenly dropped by a school’s security guard and when he tried to liftit up the fire suddenly shot
from the gun.The mishap has injured five students who were shifted to the civil hospital for medical
assistance.Police personnel arrived at the scene and arrested the guard for further investigation

ISLAMABAD: Despite strong resistance by the regulator, the government on Tuesday ordered
increasing the price of re-gasified liquefied natural gas (RLNG) by about $1.2 per unit by allowing a
series of factors in its price previously rejected by the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra).The
decision was taken at a meeting of the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet
presided over by Finance Minister Ishaq Dar.The committee allowed Gwadar Port Authority to select
a Chinese company along with Chinese equipment for Engineering, Procurement and Construct
(EPC) contracts of Gwadar Port.A senior government official said that Ogra had allowed 66 cents per
Million British Thermal Unit (MMBTU) terminal charges for LNG on the basis of a previous decision of
the federal cabinet. However, the petroleum ministry and its companies entered into an agreement
with Engro Terminal for levelised charge of 66 cents over 20 years.Resultantly, Engro billed to
government entities effective tariff of $1.45 per unit for first few years because of lower volumes —
starting with 100mmcfd in initial few months. The petroleum ministry and Engro viewed that average
levelised tariff would be 66 cents per unit and not flat 66 cents per unit. The ECC decided that actual
terminal charge billed by Engro (i.e. 145 cents per unit for initial flows) be charged to RLNG
consumers. “Port charges will also be taken at actual, including amount reimbursed to suppliers as
per relevant agreement.”Secondly, the ECC directed Ogra to allow actual system losses (about 11
per cent on average) for calculation of RLNG price for its consumers which was originally rejected by
the regulator. Ogra had allowed only 4.5pc system losses in RLNG price.Thirdly, Ogra had rejected
the $0.025 charge of LNG price to Sui Southern Gas Company for its LNG Supply Agreement, saying
it was not covered under the law and the SSGC was not making any additional investment LNG
import or its infrastructure. The ECC, however, directed Ogra to allow $0.025 per MMBTU to SSGC.
“SSGC’s Margin for LSA Management to be determined at $0.025 per MMBTU to be treated as non-
operating income”.Fourth, Ogra had disallowed Infrastructure Cess imposed by the Sindh
government in RLNG price saying the cess was not applicable on other petroleum products and since
RLNG had been declared by the federal government as petroleum product, it should convince the
provincial government to do away with that cess.

The ECC, however, directed Ogra to allow this cess in the RLNG price until a decision could be
reached with the provincial government. PSO was advised to take up the matter with the Sindh
government for non-applicability of Sindh Infrastructure cess in line with other ‘petroleum
products’.The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources was also advised to facilitate Pakistan
State Oil (PSO) accordingly. It was also agreed that pending the ultimate settlement of this issue, the
said Cess will also be included in RLNG Price.Port charges will also be taken at actual, including

©2016 www.alhasan.com 4. ¥
v



24

Khanpur Dam
management blamed for

water shortage
Daily Dawn June 15, 2016

Karachi institutions
paralysed not failed: JI

Ameer
Dunya News June 15, 2016

Load shedding exceeds
14 hours despite govt

assurance
Dunya News June 15, 2016

15 sustain burns after
cylinder blast in
Khairpur

Daily Dawn June 14, 2016

Residents, loom workers
hold demo against

Fesco
Daily Dawn June 14, 2016

Water shortage worsens

4% 02016 www.alhasan.com
v

<2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

amount reimbursed to suppliers as per relevant agreement. There was a consensus that all relevant
cost may be allowed to the Port Qasim Authority to sustain its operation along-with a reasonable
profit margin.PSO would also be entitled to have a margin at 2.50 per cent of LNG price.The ECC
also approved a proposal for transfer of Heavy Mechanical Complex to Strategic Plans
Division/Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission from the ministry of industries and production.While
giving approval the committee emphasised that the transfer would take place by ensuring due
process and that the rights of complex employees would be fully protected. An amount of Rs500
million was also approved to cover essential expenditure of the company and salaries till June this
year.Out of this amount, Rs253 million will be adjusted on account of salaries already paid to the
complex employees as per approval given by the ECC. The SPD/PAEC officials assured the ECC
that all efforts would be made to revive HMC to its maximum potential. The ECC also approved a
proposal of the Ministry of Ports and Shipping for the Gwadar Port Authority to proceed with the
procurement of one of the three listed Chinese companies through bidding process as well as
preference for the use of the Chinese equipment, in accordance with the Framework Agreement,
under Section 21 of PPRA Ordinance, 2002 and Rule 5 of the PPRA Rules, 2004.

RAWALPINDI: The water shortage has worsened in the Rawalpindi and Chaklala cantonment
boards due to the mismanagement of the area’s water supply system.The Chaklala Cantonment
Board (CCB) has held the Rawalpindi Cantonment Board (RCB) responsible for the water shortage,
while the RCB has blamed the management of Khanpur Dam for curtailing water supply to the
cantonment areas.RCB water supply branch in-charge Mohammad Shoaib said the supply from
Khanpur Dam was curtailed from 9.5 million gallons daily (MGD) to eight MGD, and the water
shortage was a result of the reduced supply from the dam.RCB spokesperson Qaiser Mehmood said
water supply to the CCB was not restricted, even though the CCB had to clear an outstanding sum of
Rs30 million for water supply by the RCB.He said water consumers from both cantonments were
important to the RCB, but due to the reduced supply of water, it was necessary to rationalise the
supply.“The Capital Development Authority (CDA), which manages the water purification plant at
Sangjani, issued a letter asking to conserve water in the summer,” she said.However, a Water and
Power and Development Authority (Wapda) official told Dawn there was enough water in the dam to
supply Rawalpindi and Islamabad until the start of the monsoon.He said after the February rains,
water reservoirs collected enough water. The real problem was in the dam’s canals.“The water
leakages from the canal to the Sangjani filtration plant and from the plant to the main supply for the
twin cities need to be improved,” he said.CCB Vice President Raja Irfan Imtiaz said the CCB had
faced a terrible water shortage, and blamed the unequal distribution of water by the RCB for being a
main reason for this.He said the CCB had asked the RCB not to curtail the water supply until Eidul
Fitr, since many tube wells in the area had gone dry. He said the CCB was working to install new
tube wells, but this could take over a month to complete.Meanwhile, residents of both cantonments
continue to face a water shortage. Many people have hired the services of private water tankers in
the summer.A resident of Afshan Colony, Akhter Raza, said: “There is a need to improve the water
supply system. Tax rates increased in the residential areas but the basic problem of water supply has
not been solved yet.”

KARACHI (Dunya News): Speaking to a ceremony of Iftar dinner arranged by Jamaat-e-Islami (JI),
JI Ameer Senator Siraj-ul-Haq said that holy month of Ramazan is another name of standing firm
against tyranny and added that institutions in Karachi were not failed but paralysed as people Karachi
resided by the sea but unable to acquire drinking water, reported Dunya News on Wednesday.Jl
Ameer then reached Edhi Centre and enquired about renowned social worker Abdul Sattar Edhi’s
health. Talking to media he said that Edhi’s contribution and legacy for the human development and
betterment could be seen all around in the country. Edhi’s services were cherished by the society,
Sirajul-Haq added.

ISLAMABAD (Dunya News): In the wake of sweltering heat wave across the country, load shedding
has increased from 10 hours to 14 hours despite promises and pledges made by the government,
reportedDunya News on Wednesday.Earlier, the government had promised to bring a
prominent reduction in power outrage but was of no use. Announced and unannounced load
shedding had increased as energy shortfall had reached to 6000 megawatts.Urban residents
experienced 8 to 10 hours of load shedding while rural natives faced 14 to 16 hours ofpower outage.
Ministry of Water and Power stated that 14, 500 megawatts had been produced in the national grid
while the country demands 21000 megawatts in totality.

KHAIRPUR: Fifteen people sustained burns when a gas cylinder exploded at a restaurant near Shah
Hussain bypass along the National Highway on Monday.The victims were rushed to the Khairpur Civil
Hospital in police mobile vans and other vehicles and most of them were provided treatment. Four of
them, Shakeel Shaikh, Hanif, Kiran Mochi and Mujahid, were referred to the Gambat Civil Hospital
due to their serious condition.An emergency was declared at the Khairpur Civil Hospital soon after
the arrival of the victims. Medical superintendent Dr Razia Panhwar was also asked to rush to the
hospital but she could not make it, prompting the deputy commissioner to take notice of her absence
in an emergency situation.A large number of relatives of the victims gathered at the hospital and kept
protesting against unavailability of doctors and paramedics in adequate number and a lack of proper
treatment facilities at the emergency ward.

TOBA TEK SINGH: Powerloom workers and residents of Chah Kichiwala of Kamalia on Monday
demonstrated against the Fesco for separating their locality from the industrial feeder.They shouted
slogans against Fesco officials for carrying out excessive loadshedding in the locality which caused
joblessness.Addressing protesters, PML-Q district organiser Irfan Chaudhry said the area had been a
part of the industrial feeder for several years.He said since the area voters, mostly poor and labour
class, had voted against the PML-N in the 2013 general elections and the 2015 LB polls the ruling
party separated the area from the industrial feeder in revenge. He threatened to continue
demonstrations if the Fesco did not remerge the locality with the industrial feeder.

KARACHI (Dunya News): The water scarcity has once again hit Karachi city as dozens of locals are
not getting water in different districts, reported on Tuesday.According to Karachi Water and
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in Karachi as Hub dam Sewerage Board (KWSB), the metropolis is facing water dearth due to lackof water level in Hub
dries up

dam.The residents living in New Karachi and Surjani Town are completely deprived of water whereas
some areas are also facing power outage due to which, the alternative ways cannot be utilized. KWSB
Managing Director Faheem Akhtar Zaidi said that an optional system has been adopted
to ensureequal distribution of water in different localities.

Dunya News June 14, 2016
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