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PARENTS REFUSAL OF POLIO VACCINATION TO CHILDREN

February, 2015

ISLAMABAD: Refusal of polio vaccination to children declined in the country >
this year, an encouraging development but not significant enough to raise
hopes for quick eradication of the crippling disease.

Data available by Dawn says that 36,510 parents refused the vaccine in
February compared with 54,061 in January.

Greatest resistance to the national immunisation campaigns was observed in China
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa - where almost 26,000 parents refused the vaccine in

February - and the least in Punjab, 798.

Corresponding figure for Balochistan was 4,800, Sindh 4,342 and Fata 635.

Many of them could have been persisting in their refusal. However slightly,

the refusals sadly increased in Punjab and Fata.

What could be worrying is the number of children missed during the February Gilgit
campaign because they were not at home - 155,846 in Punjab, 85,844 in Baltistan
Sindh, 62,795 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 15,764 in Fata and 14,466 in

Balochistan.

Together twice more children were missed in February than in January. Khyber,

Ayesha Raza Farooq to ask the provincial and Fata authorities to redouble

their efforts to convert the refusals into acceptance and reach the missed

ones.
A Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) communicated to them instructs that
vaccination teams should record the address, phone number of children in
the household refusing the vaccine for the area in-charge to visit them the N e T |~ Kashmir
same day, along with Partners’ communications staff wherever available, to

win over the family.

If they fail in the effort, the district administration has to be taken on board for

pursuing the refusing family during the next campaign.

It has been a practice that a two-day catch-up campaign follows the three-

day immunisation campaigns.

Manager of the National Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI) Dr

Rana Mohammad Safdar told Dawn that all the attention is now on the

refusals and missing children as they can spread the dreaded polio virus

“We will ensure that not a single child is missed,” he said. “In the case of
refusals, social and administrative influence will be used to vaccinate
children.”

Things have started improving since 2014 when 43 per cent children were
vaccinated and the effort during 2015 is to cover 63 per cent of the children
who initially refused the vaccination
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Relentless Rain: Seven

Children Hurt in Van-Truck

Collision
Express Tribune, March 8, 2015

2 Dead, 6 Injured in Roof

Fall Incident
Online News, March 8, 2015

Conference On Disaster

Risk Reduction Held
Online News, March 8, 2015

Floods Projected To Cost
South Asia Over $215
Billion per Year

Deutsche Welle (DW), March 6
2015
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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES

DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: As many as seven school children were injured when their van met a road
accident on the outskirts of Islamabad as rain lashed the twin cities on Saturday 8" March. The
vehicle was taking the children from Rawalpindi to Murree for a picnic when it slipped and collided
with a truck coming from the opposite direction near Karlot. Most of the children remained safe
and were given on-the-spot aid by Rescue 1122 officials. One of the students, however, suffered
severe injuries and was taken to the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (Pims).

Murree also received some snowfall which continued till late night and brought the temperature
down to the freezing point. The drizzle which continued through Saturday in the twin cities also
brought down the mercury level. Hundreds of vehicles were stuck in Murree and adjacent areas
after heavy rain and snowfall. The local administration appeared unprepared and failed to clear
most of the major roads. The snowfall also blocked the road from Darya Gali to Bansra Gali.
Commuters criticised the administration’s failure to clear the routes. Locals also said National
Assembly Deputy Speaker Murtaza Javed Abbasi went to attend a funeral in Murree and was
stuck for hours in the traffic jam.

The Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) had earlier forecast heavy downpour in
Islamabad and Rawalpindi and warned the Rawalpindi district administration regarding
occurrence of flash floods. The administration was on alert in Rawalpindi to deal with any
emergency. PMD recorded 10 millimetre rain in Islamabad, nine in Chakwal, seven in Rawalpindi,
and five in Jhelum. The department said rain will continue on Sunday, after which the day and
night temperatures will rise with clear skies. In Rawalpindi, rainwater accumulated on many roads
and streets which created difficulties for motorists. A massive traffic jam was also witnessed on
Murree Road.

Rawal Dam spillways: The administration had to open the spillways of Rawal Dam on Friday to
discharge extra water. The spillways were closed at 9pm on Saturday. Rawal Dam sub-divisional
officer Bila | Rana said 2,826 acre feet of water was let out to bring down the level to 1,749 acre
feet against the maximum conversion level of 1752 acre feet. “PMD has predicted more rains in
the catchment areas. Therefore, a heavy amount of water has been discharged to create cushion
for the incoming one,” he said.

SWAT: Due to ongoing rainfall, 2 people were killed including a child while 6 were injured in a
roof collapse incident at Mingora Odigram area located in Swat. According to police the ceiling
of a house fell down at Mingora OdiGram area due to rain, killing father and his 3 year old girl
while 6 people were injured in the sad incident.

ISLAMABAD: Poor governance is a major underlying factor for increase in disaster occurrence
and damages in Pakistan and because of this the country has failed to translate its disaster
management policy and plan at provincial and local level.” This was the crux of a roundtable
conference held in a local hotel on Disaster Risk Reduction in Pakistan organised by Pattan
Development Organisation, says a press release.

Nine years after the promulgation of the Disaster Risk Reduction Ordinance, the country did not
have provincial and district disaster management authorities. The representatives of key
government departments dealing with disasters, UN-agencies, donors, international and national
NGOs participated in the conference. The participants expressed concerns regarding lack of
coordination between key actors responsible for disaster management in the country and cluster
of government departments responsible for one issue. Dr. Rizwan Naseer, director general of
Rescue 1122 observed that more than five institutions in the country managed rivers. He also
stated that every day emergencies have greater impact than mega disasters. He said in 10 years
his department rescued three million people. Sarwar Bari, national coordinator of Pattan gave a
detailed presentation on the ‘State of Disaster Risk Reduction in Pakistan.” By using datasets of
past floods he concluded that instead of containing floodwater, our water managers had
converted floods into mega disasters. He cited example of last September, when authorities of
Mangla Dam released water without considering how it would trigger disaster at and down stream
Trimmu. The same blunder was committed in 1992 and 2010.

River flooding will affect more people and cause significantly more damage by 2030, as climate
change and socioeconomic development accelerate. In South Asia alone, an estimated 15 million
will be affected, say experts. New analysis from the World Resources Institute (WRI) shows that
today, river flooding could affect 21 million people and expose $96 billion in GDP worldwide each
year. By 2030, those numbers could grow to 54 million people and $521 billion in GDP affected
every year. One of the hardest-hit areas is predicted to be South Asia, a region where more than
9.5 million people are already being affected every year by floods. Last year alone, unusually
heavy monsoon rains triggered floods in India and Pakistan claiming more than 500 lives.

The WRI's Aqueduct Global Flood Analyzer, a new public tool designed to estimate current and
future risk from river floods worldwide, found that developing countries are expected to see more
of their GDP exposed to flood risks in 2030 than the developed world. For instance, India
currently has by far the most GDP at risk, at $14.3 billion, and researchers say this figure could
rise more than 10-fold to $154 billion in 15 years. Bangladesh is currently a distant second, at
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Floods Could Affect Nearly
2.7m People in Pakistan

By 2030: Study
Express Tribune, March 5, 2015
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$5.4 million. In a DW interview, Tianyi Luo, a water researcher at the World Resources Institute
(WRI) says that climate change and socio-economic development are exacerbating these flood
risks and stresses that governments need to inform the people of the impending risks and start
setting up the appropriate flood protection.

DW: What factors contribute to the high number of people and high GDP value exposed in
South Asia?

Tianyi Luo: South Asia has an exceptionally high number of people concentrated in flood-prone
areas. The region also has lower overall flood protection than high-income countries, which
means that more severe floods pose a greater risk to people, GDP, and urban areas. For
example, our analysis estimates that India has 25-year flood protection on average across the
country, and Bangladesh has 10-year flood protection. By contrast, the United States and the
United Kingdom have 100-year flood protection, and many areas in the Netherlands have 1,000-
year flood protection or greater.

How many people are affected by floods every year in the region?

An estimated 9,589,000 people are affected on average every year in India, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Afghanistan and we expect that number to rise in the coming
years. Climate change plays a key role, but also urbanization, as populations continue to expand
in the region. In Afghanistan, however, all future changes to the population at risk will be driven
by development, rather than by climate change.

What role is climate change likely to play in terms of floods?

Climate change will likely cause almost 70 percent of the change in the region, with floods likely
becoming more frequent and intense by 2030. Over 15 million people across South Asia will be
affected. These results indicate that, in this region, we could see shifting precipitation patterns
that make flood events more frequent and more intense.

What is the economic impact of the floods?

The economic impact of the yearly floods can be profound. Across the region, $19.9 billion in
GDP is exposed to river floods on average per year. The economic impact of yearly floods, in
terms of GDP at risk, will likely grow dramatically in the future. By 2030, South Asia could face
$215 billion in GDP exposed annually, an increase of more than $193 billion. Development will
drive the majority of floods' growing impact. India contributes more than 70 percent of the total
GDP value at risk in South Asia in 2030.

Do you expect urban damage to increase in the coming years?

Yes, we expect the region to see more urban damage from flood risks by 2030, driven largely by
socio-economic change. India, for example, currently faces $3.3 billion in urban damage annually.
Using a middle-of-the road scenario, we estimate that urban damage in India could increase more
than 18 times to $56 billion by 2030.

What must the region do to tackle this issue?

Awareness is an important first step. People, governments, businesses, and other organizations
in the region must be aware of the current and future flood risks they face. Once they understand
the risks, they can start to take action. Better strategic development planning and smarter land-
use planning can reduce people and economic assets' exposure to river flood risks. Risk-
reduction infrastructure, including levees, dykes, and natural buffer areas like wetlands play an
important role as well. After a certain point, planning and infrastructure that protects GDP and
population from floods is not cost-efficient anymore. Insurance then becomes a viable option to
compensate for flood-related damage

2030; while the number of people globally affected by the floods every year could reach 54
million, a study said on Thursday. According to the report, prepared by the US-based World
Resources Institute think-tank and four Dutch research groups, it estimated that people being
affected by the river-floods could reach up to 2.7 million people by 2013. Currently, an estimated
715,000 people in Pakistan are affected by the floods every year. Last year, nearly a million
people were affected by the floods. In terms of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) being affected by
the flooding, according to estimates annual loss to GDP due to river flooding amounts to 0.98 per
cent of the country’s total GDP which translate into $1.7 billion. Beside climate change, which is
the major cause of flooding, socio-economic development in low lying regions is expected to add
to the more losses as result of flooding, especially in developing world.

India, Bangladesh, China most at risk from river floods: According to the study, India,
Bangladesh and China are most at risk from river floods, with an increasing number of people
threatened because of climate change and economic growth in low-lying regions.

The report found that some 21 million people worldwide were affected by river flooding in a typical
year. “That number could increase to 54 million in 2030 due to climate change and socio-
economic development,” their report said. People living in 15 emerging nations, led by India,
Bangladesh, China, Vietnam and Pakistan, accounted for almost 80 per cent of all those affected
by floods in an average year, it said. In India alone, almost five million people were at risk. The
United States had 167,000 people exposed to floods in an average year, the most for any
developed nation, putting it on 18" from more than 160 nations ranked. (Graph Given Below)

The UN panel of climate scientists said last year that global warming would lead to more risks of
floods, heatwaves, storms, downpours, landslides, air pollution, water scarcity, sea level rise and
storm surges. Thursday’s study estimated that $96 billion of annual global gross domestic product
was exposed to river floods every year, led by India on $14 billion and Bangladesh on $5.4 billion.
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This amount could rise to $521 billion by 2030. “There will be a huge increase in risk, especially in
South East Asia,” Hessel Winsemius, an author of the study at Dutch independent research
institute Deltares, told Reuters. Such flooding can also impact multinational companies which
spread their production capacity — monsoon floods in Thailand in 2011 killed more than 800
people and closed many factories — including some making parts for firms such as Intel and
Apple. Many cities on flood plains were expected to expand in coming years, putting more people
and businesses at risk. Multinational companies should think more about flood risks, including
back-up suppliers or insurance from vulnerable areas. Developing nations are working to adapt.
Thailand, for instance, is experimenting with floating homes that can rise up above the waters on
pontoons filled with styrofoam.

More Rains Predicted in Met Office predicted more rains with snowfall over the hills at a number of places in the country in
Coming Days coming 5-6 days (from Thursday to Monday). Spokesman of Met Office informed that scattered
Pakistan Meteorological rain of light to moderate intensity is expected in next 36-48 hours and widespread rain of
Department, March 4, 2015 moderate to heavy intensity is expected during Saturday-Monday.

Thursday-Friday: Scattered rain with thunderstorm is expected in Northeast Balochistan
(Quetta, Zhob, Kalat divisions), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (Malakand, Hazara, Mardan, Peshawar,
Kohat, Bannu, D.l.Khan divisions), Islamabad, North Punjab (Rawalpindi, Sargodha, Gujranwala,
Lahore, Faisalabad divisions), FATA (Khyber, Kurram, Orakzai, Mohmand, Bajaur, Waziristan
agencies), Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir, while at isolated places in Upper Sindh (Sukkur, Larkana
divisions) on Thursday/Friday.

Saturday-Monday

e Widespread rain/thunderstorm is expected in Balochistan (Quetta, Zhob, Kalat, Makran,
Sibi, Naseerabad divisions) with isolated heavy falls in Quetta, Zhob and Kalat divisions
from Saturday to Monday (morning).

e Widespread rain/thunderstorm is expected in KP (Malakand, Hazara, Peshawar, Mardan,
Kohat, Bannu, D.l.Khan divisions), FATA (Khyber, Orakzai, Kurram, Mohmand, Bajaur,
Waziristan agencies), Islamabad, Punjab (Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Lahore, Sargodha,
Faisalabad, Sahiwal, Multan, D.G Khan, Bahawalpur divisions), Upper Sindh (Larkana,
Sukkur divisions), Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir on Sunday/Monday.

e Isolated heavy falls are also expected in Islamabad, Upper Punjab (Rawalpindi, Gujranwala,
Lahore, Sahiwal divisions), KP (Malakand, Hazara, D.l.Khan divisions) and Kashmir on
Sunday/Monday.

e Scattered rain/thunderstorm is also expected in Lower Sindh (Karachi, Hyderabad divisions)
and adjoining coastal areas (Lasbela, Ormara) of Balochistan on Saturday/Sunday.

Rain may be accompanied by isolated hailstorm in submontane areas of the country during the
period.

Climate-resilient urban ISLAMABAD: During a meeting with climate change and urban flooding experts at his office,
planning must for cities: Federal Minister for Climate Change Mushahid Ullah Khan said Wednesday that urban flooding is
minister becoming common in Pakistan because of erratic weather patterns caused due to global
Pakistan Today, March 4,2015 warming, which has been leading to significant impacts on socio-economic lives. “However, these

¢ ¢ negative impacts of the flooding can be mitigated and the urban centres of the countries can be
made flood-resilient through sustainable and environmental-friendly urban planning,” he
suggested.

“In Pakistan, increasing population in urban centres has led to population concentration, which
has escalated pressure on ailing urban infrastructures. This has made the cities vulnerable to
climate change impacts in shape of urban flooding, heavy rains,” he highlighted. Khan said that
sustainable and environmental-friendly urban planning with major focus on water and sanitation
infrastructure, housing sector, economic centres can help mitigate impacts of heavy rains and
floods on these fundamental urban infrastructures. Expanding urban centres have led to
unprecedented rise in indoor and outdoor pollution and environmental degradation of natural
resources. As a result, overall quality of lives of the city dwellers has been getting affected
negatively, which leads to an array of health problems, the minister observed. Moreover, he
warned that the frequency of urban flood because of heavy rains is most likely to increase in the
country because of rapidly changing climatic conditions. “This underlines need for initiatives that
can make our urban centres economically, socially and environmentally sustainable and liveable,”
he stressed. Referring to the current “weird kind of rains” in the country, particularly in northern
parts, the minister said that such odd rains had not been witnessed in the country over last
several years and this indicates how weather has become erratic and unpredictable, which led to
flooding, particularly in urban areas.

U] S0 -1 T (e (e M N [-8  RAWALPINDI: As many as 19 people, including four soldiers of the Frontier Constabulary (FC),
in rain-related incidents died in separate rain-related incidents across the country on Monday 2" March. Four soldiers of
The News, March 3, 2015 the paramilitary Frontier Constabulary (FC) were killed and three others wounded when the roof
of a dilapidated security post caved in, in the Janay Khwar area of Matani, on Monday. An official
said the post had been set up in a rented house. Those killed in the incident were identified as
Amjad Ali, Tehzib Ali, Abid Ali and Mawad Ali.Three others were wounded in the incident,
identified as Hawaldar Shakir Ali, Rajman Ali and Gulfam. An inquiry was ordered into the
incident. A number of posts of the police and paramilitary forces are housed in dilapidated
buildings since the forces do not have a proper set-up for security posts. In another incident as
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Seven Killed as Building
Collapsed During Heavy
Rain

Dunya News, March 3, 2015

Rain Claims 25 Lives,
Flood Sirens Sounded in
Capital

Pakistan Today, March 2, 2015
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many as four people of a family were killed and over 13, including two minors, were buried alive
when a double storeyed house collapsed in the Wah Cantt during heavy rain, Rescue-1122 said.

The bodies and injured were shifted to hospitals while a rescue operation was going on till the
filing of this report. The house was built over a Nullah, the rescuers said, adding that about 16
people were in the double storeyed house when it collapsed during rain. Meanwhile, warning
sirens were blown, the army was called out as heavy rain played havoc in the low-lying localities
of Rawalpindi while the Nullah Leh touched 14.9 feet. The Pakistan Army was alerted in the wake
of likely flooding in Rawalpindi and Islamabad. Rawalpindi received 130mm rain till the filing of
this report while other cities of Punjab province also received rain but below 130mm.Islamabad
received 113mm rain, Sialkot 78mm, Lahore 69mm and Gujranwala 68mm rain. The residents of
many areas of Rawalpindi faced long hours of power breakdown because of the heavy rain.

Peshawar also received heavy rainfall, which created problems for the public.The Meteorological
Department asked the residents to remain alert as heavy downpour is expected during the next
24 hours. Chief Meteorologist Dr Muhammad Hanif told The News that heavy rain was expected
in Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Sargodha, Gujranwala, Sialkot, Lahore, Malakand, Haripur, Peshawar
and Gilgit-Baltistan during the next 24 hours. He said that the water level in Nullah Leh went to
the danger level and, therefore, the local management had blown warning sirens. The rain
exposed the tall claims made by the City District Government with regard to sanitation and
cleanliness as rainwater accumulated on roads and in streets due to choked drains. The worst
traffic jams were witnessed on the Benazir Bhutto Road, Airport Road, Mall Road, Rawal Road
and Jhelum Road. Office workers and schoolchildren faced difficulties. Meanwhile, the roof of a
house caved in in Karak due to heavy rain, killing a minor girl and injuring two women of the same
family. In Mohmand Agency, two children and a woman were killed while two children got injured
in a roof collapse incident. A woman and her six-year-old daughter died in a roof collapse incident
during rain in Mohallah Mohajreen in Donga Bonga near Bahawalnagar.Abida Bibi, wife of Babar
Ali, and her daughter Maria were sleeping in their mud house when the roof caved-in due to the
torrential rain. As a result, Abida and her daughter died on the spot. Meanwhile, continued rain in
the district caused 50-foot breach in the Jhalwala Canal and 30-foot breach in Sikandar Canal,
leaving wheat crops spread over hundreds of acres crop inundated.Meanwhile, a man was killed
in a roof collapse incident in village Ibrahim in Kasur.

WAH CANTT: According to details, a two-storey building collapsed during heavy rain in Wah
Cantt near Rawalpindi on Monday 2" March, killing seven people and injuring five others. Heavy
rain caused delay in arrival of rescue teams at the spot. According to sources, Army, police and
TMA teams participated in rescue operation and recovered seven dead bodies and five injured
from under the debris. The rescue operation lasted for nine hours. District Emergency Officer, Dr
Ishfaq confirmed the seven people died in the incident while five sustained injuries. The dead and
injured were shifted to Wah Cantt hospital.

ISLAMABAD: As many as 25 people died in separate rain-related incidents across the country
on Monday 2™ March and the Pakistan Army has been alerted in the wake of likely flooding in
Rawalpindi and Islamabad while the Metrological Department has forecasted a new round of
rains from March 4 (Wednesday). The federal capital’s administration fired up emergency sirens
after the water level in Nullah Leh rose above 16 feet while the dug up roads of the federal capital
have also become inundated. People residing in the adjoining areas have been instructed to
migrate to safe places. At least 89 millimetre (mm) rain has been recorded so far in Rawalpindi
while 88mm in Islamabad. The roof of the Parliament has also started dripping due to excessive
rain.

Rain Related Deaths: Heavy rains lashed out in various parts of the country, claiming lives of
more than 25 people, including women and children, and injuring dozens others in separate
incidents of house collapse, land sliding and road accidents. Incessant rain and snowfall in
mountainous areas of the country also adversely disrupted road and communication links. As
many as four people were killed and about 18 others injured when two-storey building of a
marriage hall at Taxila Road collapsed. The rescue personnel dug out the dead and injured from
the rubble and shifted them to a hospital. More casualties were feared as some injured were
reported to be medically critical. Separately, four Frontier Corps personnel on security duty died
and three others were injured when dilapidated roof of a police picket in Matni area of Peshawar
caved in due to rain. In the meanwhile, one person each was killed in Talagang, Kasur and
Donga Bonga in roof collapse incidents.

Moreover, at least six people were killed in different areas of Sindh and Balochistan in rain-
related incidents. Furthermore, the roof of a house caved in Chianwali in Gujranwala killing
Kashish, 5, while her sister Kanwal, 15, was admitted to a hospital in an injured condition.
Separately, Idrees, 60, and Saif, 55, died while Naseer, 35, was injured when a roof collapsed in
Shahdara in Lahore. Three people were sleeping in a makeshift cattle yard near a matchbox
factory when their roof caved in due to heavy rain, entrapping them all under the rubble. Rescue
teams shifted the dead and injured to the hospital. Meanwhile, heavy rain in Karak claimed a
minor girl and injured two women of the same family. The roof of their house caved in when the
family members were resting. Also in Mohmand Agency, two children and one woman were killed
while two children were injured in a roof collapse incident. Some children were also critically
injured in a roof collapse incident in Jangal Khel area of Kohat.
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WORLD'’S 15 COUNTRIES WITH THE MOST PEOPLE EXPOSED TO RIVER FLOODS

ANALYSIS BY WORLD RESOURCES INSTITUTE (WRI) as of MARCH 5, 2015

15 Countries Account for 80% of Population Exposed to River Flood Risk
Worldwise

T e | /]
Bangladesh S — S D 2
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Vietnam - (93
Pakistan m—— .71
Indonesia ——— ,54
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Myanmar e (),39
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Annual Expected Population Affected by River Floods (millions)

Note: An average country-wide flood protection level was assigned for each country based on the country’s income level. 2010
population data was used in the analysis.

Source: World Resources Institue Report /
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/World % E2%80%995%2015%20Countries.pdf/
5% March, 2015
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NEWS HEADLINES

Pakistan, Afghanistan will
not allow use of its soil

against each other: Aziz
The Nation, March 8, 2015

Army chief instructs
agencies to coordinate for

‘dignified’ return of TDPs
The Express Tribune, March 7,
2015

ATC indicts 3 suspects
involved in Karachi airport
attack

The Express Trubune, March 7,
2015

City’s 10 ATCs to be
relocated for security

reasons
Daily Dawn, March 7, 2015
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

DETAILS

Islamabad: Prime Minister’'s Advisor on National Security and Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz today
said that Afghan Taliban and the government in Kabul have formed committees for talks. He was
replying to media queries after delivering his keynote address at a conference organized in a
hotel by Think Tanks Forum of the Islamic Countries with theme “Addressing Multi-Dimensional
Security Challenges”. He however avoided explanation to the questions regarding initial contacts
between the Afghan Taliban and the government. “Let us see what happen next and
commenting over the issue on this stage is too earlier,” he said. Aziz said that Pakistan would
continue its support for Afghan reconciliation process. “Pakistan and Afghanistan are brotherly
country and they would not allow anyone to use its soil against each other,” he said. Over Pak-
India talks, he said that Pakistan wishes for talks on all issues and disputes, adding that talks
between the Foreign Secretaries of the two countries were positive.To a question he said that
Pakistan want peaceful neighborhood and reducing of tension with India. “First of all confidence
which is lacking between the two countries should be built and then moving forward would be
possible.” The advisor said that Pakistan would continue positive and purposeful engagement
with India over the issue of Kashmir.

Replying another question, he said that if Pakistani foreign secretary was invited he would go to
India. He dubbed the visit of the Indian Foreign Secretary to Pakistan as icebreaker. Over
Economic Corridor, he said that such developments would not only benefit Pakistan, but would
also open door for economic development in whole region. In his keynote address, he gives
insight into demography and resources of the Muslim world saying 57 countries of the Muslims
have 70 percent of the world energy resources. He said that the Muslim world is facing
challenges like extremism, terrorism, poverty and other. He stressed close coordination not only
among Islamic countries, but also with other countries of the world address the challenges.
He said that Pakistan is fighting against extremism and terrorism successfully and sacrificed over
50000 lives in the struggle. Over, Pakistan foreign policy in the region, he said that in line with the
prime minister’s vision Islamabad aspires for peaceful neighborhood. He elaborated that Pakistan
have excellent ties with China and Iran as well as developed good ties with Afghanistan. He said
that engagement with India is going on and Pakistan also wants good ties and reducing tension
with New Delhi.

Web Desk: Army chief General Raheel Sharif on Saturday emphasised the need for all agencies
to coordinate for the “dignified return of temporarily displaced persons (TDPs),” according to
ISPR. Gen Raheel said the return of the TDPs will begin by mid-March, and appreciated
intelligence-based operations. He visited the Corps Headquarter in Peshawar where he was
briefed on the progress of the ongoing military Operation Zarb-e-Azb. The army chief was given a
detailed briefing on the security situation in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and FATA. “The only way
forward in operations is the total elimination of terrorism,” the army chief said. “Operations will
ultimately result in better border management.”

KARACHI: An anti-terrorism court (ATC) on Saturday indicted three suspects involved in carrying
out the Karachi airport attack in 2014, Express News reported. On June 8, at least 37 people,
including 10 terrorists, were killed after an all-night battle with militants who besieged Karachi
airport’s old terminal. The outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed responsibility for
what was the first large-scale terrorist attack at the country’s largest airport in years. The arrested
suspects — Asif Zaheer, Nadeem, Sarmad Siddiqui — were brought to the court, under tight
security, where the case was heard. The ATC adjourned the case till March 14 and summoned
the convicts to the court.

On March 4, ATC had sent the illicit weapon cases of two of the suspects connected with the
attack to be tried in a session’s court. The suspects pleaded the judge of ATC-I to transfer their
cases to regular courts. Their counsel claimed that the court had no jurisdiction to try these cases
as they did not fall under the Anti-Terrorism Act. Apart from the main case registered against the
attack, the two suspects were also booked under Section 23(1) (a) of the Sindh Arms Act (which
relates to possession of unlicensed weapons). The judge, Bashir Ahmed Khoso, heard the
arguments and granted the plea.

KARACHI: The 10 antiterrorism courts in the city set up in four barracks of the Sindh Secretariat
are likely to be shifted to the building of the Municipal Training and Research Institute (MTRI) in
Clifton in view of growing concerns for the security of the judges and safety of the accused
persons and prosecution witnesses. Sources told Dawn that a proposal to relocate the ATCs in
view of security concerns was presented by the provincial authorities on Friday in a meeting with
Justice Sajjad Ali Shah of the Sindh High Court, who is also the judge in charge of 18 ATCs
across the province. The MTRI building that also houses accountability courts and anti-narcotics
court is located in Clifton’s Block 3, a highly secured part of the vicinity where Bilawal House is
also situated. The sources said that the meeting, which was also attended by the administrative
judge of the ATCs and representatives of the home, works and services and police departments,
also discussed two other proposals given by the provincial authorities in view of the security
concerns to the ATCs. They said that one of the proposals was to beef up security in and around
the four barracks of the secretariat that houses the ATCs. It was proposed that an additional
police force may be deployed to tighten the security of the courts, judges, investigation officers,
prosecution witnesses and the accused. Secondly, the sources said, the proposal to shift the
ATCs on the premises of the Karachi central prison also came under discussion. They said that
Justice Shah directed the government representatives to submit feasibility reports of their
respective proposals. The sources said that the relocation of the ATCs to the MTRI building
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appeared more feasible for the provincial authorities and a feasibility report on it would be placed
before the judge in charge of the ATCs in a couple of days. They said that the proposal of beefing
up the security of the ATCs at the existing venue was not viable as the Sindh secretariat was in
the heart of the business district of the city with a number of offices of different government
departments. Besides, they said, the shifting of ATCs on the premises of the Karachi central
prison was a time-consuming task as the infrastructural facilities for the courts were yet to be
raised at the penitentiary.

The sources said that the shifting of the ATCs to the MTRI building was more practical as the
facility was spacious enough to house all courts. Justice Anwar Zaheer Jamali of the Supreme
Court, who is also the monitoring judge of the ATCs in Sindh, had on Feb 28 directed the
provincial authorities to ensure foolproof security for the judges of the ATCs, prosecutors,
prosecution witnesses and the 10s appearing in militancy cases. He had also asked the judge in
charge of the SHC for ATCs to hold monthly meetings with the presiding officers for the
monitoring of the ATCs. The sources said that a follow-up meeting would be convened soon by
Justice Shah to deliberate upon issues relating to the performance and efficiency of the ATCs
across the province.

UNITED NATIONS: Making her debut at the United Nations on Friday, Pakistan's new
Ambassador to the body Dr Maleeha Lodhi called for addressing underlying factors responsible
for terrorism so as to formulate an effective and comprehensive response to the challenge.
Among the diverse and complex drivers of terrorism is political, economic and social injustice,
lack of social and economic opportunities, unresolved political disputes and foreign occupation,
she told a global counter-terrorism meeting. She added that there is a need to evolve a
multifaceted response to a multidimensional challenge. The ambassador said that specific
solutions were needed for specific challenges and situations, adding that “one size often did not
fit all". Dr Lodhi pointed out that an effective response to combat terrorism required at the very
outset developing a greater understanding of various terrorist movements, their specific
motivations, objectives, capacities and modus operandi. A comprehensive response cannot be
built without such knowledge, the Pakistani envoy stressed.

Ambassador Lodhi also called for developing recommendations and a plan of action at the global
level to counter the narratives and extremist ideologies espoused by terrorist groups, especially
among populations and regions under threat from particular terrorist groups. She also
underscored the need to evolve proposals on ways to halt various forms of terrorist financing,
including criminal activities and drug trafficking. The international community should address as
sensitively as possible the so far ignored problem of state terrorism and state-sponsored
terrorism. Appreciating UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon for focusing on all four pillars of the
UN Global Counter Terrorism Strategy, she said in implementing these pillars, a balanced
approach was needed. The four pillars of this strategy include addressing conditions conducive to
the spread of terrorism, preventing and combating terrorism, build states' capacity to prevent and
combat terrorism and ensuring respect for human rights for all and the rule of law as the
fundamental basis for the fight against terrorism.

The envoy said Pakistan particularly supported the UN's focus on capacity building for member
states and regional organisations. It remained important, she said, for states to take the initiative
in this regard in identifying their specific needs. On the issue of mainstreaming counter-terrorism
in the work of UN peacekeeping operations, which is being advocated by some nations at the UN,
she voiced Pakistan's apprehensions in this regard, saying this issue required greater deliberation
and discussion before it can be accepted by all countries. Ambassador Lodhi assumed her new
responsibilities just over a week ago and since then has been engaged in a range of activity at
the UN, where other Permanent Representatives have been welcoming her. She is expected to
present her credentials to the Secretary-General next week.

HYDERABAD: Around 25 per cent of the 643 madrassas in the districts of Hyderabad division,
with an estimated 50,000 students, have been closed for failing to fulfil the registration
requirement being enforced under the National Action Plan (NAP). A review meeting of the SSPs
at the DIG office on Friday was informed that 161 madrassas, including 55 in Dadu, 33 in
Hyderabad, 20 in Matiari, 16 in Jamshoro, 14 in Badin and 12 in Sajawal, have been sealed.
There are 482 madrassas currently operating, including 130 in Hyderabad, 71 in Badin, 70 in
Jamshoro, 66 in Dadu, 33 in Thatta, 32 in Tando Allahyar, 28 in Matiari, 27 in Tando Muhammad
Khan and 25 in Sajawal. A madrassa is to be sealed if it is operating on the basis of a mosque
registration, if there is a difference between the authorised name and the one being used, if it is
functioning in one district but registered in another, if its registration is forged or if multiple
madrassas are operating on a single registration.

The Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat has 42 mosques and 10 madrassas in six districts within the
Hyderabad division. Two of their madrassas have been sealed by the police in Jamshoro and
Dadu districts. Hyderabad DIG Dr Sanaullah Abbasi directed the SSPs to ensure that all the
madrassas submitted their audit reports and the sources of their funding. Up to 123 cases for the
violation of the loudspeaker act and 13 against hate speech and material have been registered.
Furthermore, 129 cases have been lodged with the arrests of 270 Afghan citizens living illegally in
Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: A Tehreek-i-Taliban (TTP) militant was arrested on Friday morning in an
information-based operation (IBO) carried out by security forces near Sarai Naurang in Bannu,
said a statement issued by the Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR). The ISPR statement added
that the militant Sargana Rasool Khan was involved in terrorist activities across the province and
the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata). Security forces also recovered three fake
passports, 100 Computerised National Identity Cards (CNICs) and a cache of arms from the
terrorist's possession.
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An increase in the number of operations displays commitment to the implementation of the
National Action Plan (NAP) which was launched by the government in the wake of the deadly
attack on Peshawar's Army Public School last year to eliminate the scourge of terrorism from the
country. Earlier this year, security agencies conducted 9,413 operations in Punjab, 1,577 in
Sindh, 2,724 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), 39 in Balochistan, 336 in Islamabad, 720 in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), 21 in Gilgit-Baltiststan (GB) and 56 in FATA. In addition, 1,934
suspects have been arrested from Punjab, 1,533 from Sindh, 6,038 from KP, 460 from
Balochistan, 505 from Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT), seven from AJK, 10 from GB and 129
from FATA.

PESHAWAR: The provincial government has renamed 107 existing government schools across
the province after students slain in the gruesome terrorist attack on Army Public School (APS)
last year. According to a handout issued on Thursday from the information department, the
government has renamed two schools each in Abbottabad, Hangu, Lakki Marwat and Swabi; 10
in Charsadda; five in Malakand and Nowshera each; four each in Kohat and Mardan; three in
Karak and one each in Chitral, Lower Dir, Haripur, Mansehra and Tank. The remaining 63
schools renamed are in Peshawar. As per the statement, Government High School (GHS)
Charsadda has been renamed Government Shaheed Hayatullah High School No1 Rajjar; GHS
Barenis Chitral has been renamed Government Shaheed Yasirullah High School; GHS
Ibrahimzai, Hangu has been renamed Government Shaheed Bagqir Ali High School; GHS Usterzai
Kohat will be known as Government Shaheed Rafiq Raza Bangash High School, while
Government Middle School (GMS) Swati Gate, Peshawar will be known as Government Shaheed
Hamza Ali Kakar Middle School. Similarly, GHS No2 Gulbahar, Peshawar has been renamed
Government Shaheed Ahmad Mujtaba High School, GMS Wazir Bagh Peshawar has been
renamed Government Shaheed Hamayun Middle School Wazir Bagh and Government Higher
Secondary School Sarai Naurang Lakki Marwat has been renamed Government Shaheed
Bahram Ahmad Khan School.

A welcome move

Parents of the slain children have appreciated the government’s decision, terming it a “great
honour” for them. While speaking to The Express Tribune, Tufail Khattak, father of fallen APS
student Sher Shah, lauded the government for etching their children’s names in history. “With
schools named after them, the martyred children will be remembered forever,” he said. “The
coming generations will know of the sacrifices our children made for the country.” Khattak added
he was pleased with the government’s decision and was grateful to it for honouring the students
and their parents. Ajun Khan, father of Asfand Khan, also expressed similar sentiments.
However, he questioned why the government had renamed only 107 schools when over 140
students died that day. He demanded the remaining names be added to the government’s list.
Khan also urged the government to refrain from dragging its feet on the matter.

According to Khan, a meeting of the Shuhada Forum was held in Peshawar in which they have
rejected the federal government’s decision to award posthumous Tamgha-e-Shujaat and Sitara-
e-Shujaat-the highest civilian awards—to the victims. The forum has instead demanded Nishan-e-
Haider, the highest military award for gallantry, for the slain students. As many as 151 people,
most of them schoolchildren, died in the worst terrorist attack in the country on December 16
when terrorists armed to the teeth laid siege to the military-run school for several hours and killed
students and teachers indiscriminately. The attack was later claimed by the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan. In the aftermath of the bloodbath, a national consensus was forged among all political
parties to root out terrorism and extremism from the country. The prime minister lifted a
moratorium on the death penalty, the National Action Plan was devised and military courts were
formed to try terrorists.

PESHAWAR: Around 26 people, including six Afghan refugees illegally residing near Peshawar,
were arrested during a search operation by the police on Thursday. Police said that the operation
was conducted in Landi Arbab, Achar and the Bahadar Kaly village in the limits of Banamarhi
police stations. Police also recovered 51 pistols, 10 repeaters and 1200 cartridges in the
operation and registered FIRs against those arrested. Since non-documented Afghan refugees
are considered ‘a serious threat’ to the national security particularly after the December 16 brutal
attack on APS in Peshawar, the government in Islamabad has kicked off a fresh crackdown
against the illegal expatriates.

While considering them a serious security risk under its new policy being swiftly executed under
the National Action Plan (NAP), the government has started a fresh crackdown against hundreds
of thousands of Afghan refugees who otherwise failed to produce legal documents, well-informed
officials have said. Four diplomats were also picked up in dragnet arrests in University Town and
surrounding areas. After learning of the arrests, Afghan Consul General Syed Muhammad
Ibrahimkhel rushed to the police station around 7am. From there, he established contact with
high-ranking police officers. He reportedly told officials over the phone that such actions were
against the Geneva Convention.

LAHORE: Security at the University of Engineering and Technology (UET) was made more
stringent on Wednesday after the administration received a threatening letter. UET Public
Relations Officer Dr Tanvir Qasim said the anonymous letter had been received through post. He
refused to give details of its contents. Requesting anonymity, a UET official said that the letter
had been received on Tuesday. “Terrorists claiming to be part of the Islamic State have
threatened to bomb the university and its hostels,” he said. A senior police officer said there was
only one sentence in the letter. “They have threatened a suicide attack. It does not mention any
reason,” he said. Operations DIG Dr Haider Ashraf said that security around the university had
been made more stringent. “A search operation will also be launched in the UET hostels today,”
he said. “The letter could be a hoax. That can only be ascertained through a complete
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investigation. Until then, the threat will be taken seriously,” he said. The Civil Lines Police Division
has also been asked to remain alert. Earlier, a threatening letter handed to a guard at Kinnaird
College Lahore in October 2014 had been found to be a hoax.

KARACHI: Traders based in Lyari decided that enough was enough and took to the streets to
protest the deteriorating law and order situation in their neighbourhood. Major markets and
bazaars in the area remained shut as traders and residents held a two-hour protest outside the
Sindh Assembly on Wednesday. Shopkeepers from Jhat Pat Market, Gharib Shah Market,
Chakiwara Market, Kumbharwara, Green Timber Market and goods transporters shut their
business for the day to demonstrate against extortion and threats from Lyari-based gangs. As all
the roads leading to Chief Minister House were blocked, the protesters marched towards the
Sindh Assembly instead. Around 200 traders started walking from Il Chundrigar Road shouting
slogans against the city’s worsening law and order situation. “They [the gangsters] send us
parchis [scraps of paper] asking for extortion regularly,” said a shopkeeper from Gharib Shah
Market. “They send boys and take whatever they want. Should we shut our business down or join
them in what they are doing?” Abdullah, another protester, said that extortion rates had gone up
to Rs1 million. “Do we work for them?” he said, adding that the government was not providing
them any security. “The law enforcers know what is going on but there is no one there to protect
us.”

The traders tried to meet ministers from the Sindh government but they failed as the police had
cordoned off the area. The protesters and commuters were not allowed to enter the area. “This is
the only way to protest,” said a young shopkeeper from Jhat Pat Market. “It is too risky to protest
against the criminals. They could get angry and react violently.” The protest was organised by the
Lyari Tajir Ittehad (LTI). “Everyone living in Lyari is under threat,” said LTI general-secretary
Yousuf Baloch, while talking to The Express Tribune. “All we want is a secure future for our
children.” Baloch was angry and disappointed when police officials informed the traders that they
were going to meet MPA Sania Naz instead of Sindh Education Minister Nisar Ahmed Khuhro.
“No one wants to talk to the people of Lyari,” he said, as he asked his fellow protesters to head
back. “We [the Baloch] aren’t even considered as equal citizens. The ministers could have spared
us a few minutes.”

ISLAMABAD: The services chiefs of three armed forces on Wednesday vowed to fight the
menace of terrorism according to National Action Plan with full support of the people of Pakistan.
The meeting of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee, presided over by Chairman Joint Chiefs of
Staff Committee General Rashad Mahmood, was held at the Joint Staff Headquarters in
Rawalpindi. The first meeting of the year was attended by Chief of Army Staff General Raheel
Sharif, Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Zakaullah, Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal
Tahir Rafique Butt, secretary defence and senior military officers from the three services. “Issues
pertaining to National Security, emerging regional geo-strategic environment and progress of
Operation Zarb-e-Azb came under discussion,” said military’s media wing, Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) in a statement.

The ISPR said participants expressed satisfaction over the standard of preparedness of armed
forces to take on the challenges confronting the nation both on the internal and external fronts.
“The participants reaffirmed their resolve to fight the menace of terrorism as per the National
Action Plan with full support of the people of Pakistan,” it added. Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee
is an apex forum of the three services to carry out the assessment and evaluation of operational
preparedness of all three services, especially in the context of ‘jointness’ within the armed forces.
This was the first meeting of the forum since the new anti-terror strategy was approved to deal
with the growing threat of terrorism in the wake of massacre at the military-run school in
Peshawar on December 16.

PESHAWAR: In a much-anticipated move, the FATA Disaster Management Authority (FDMA)
has finally decided to tentatively send back families displaced from 29 villages of North Waziristan
and Bara, Khyber Agency by the end of this month. However, officials associated with the
repatriation programme are still sceptical about the dates announced. Moreover, the United
Nations, one of the main stakeholders, has not yet been given permission by the United Nations
Department of Safety and Security and has sought more time to seek an NoC from its
headquarters in New York, as North Waziristan remains a “no-go area” for its staff. The decision
to send back the “temporarily displaced” was taken in a meeting held on March 2 in the provincial
capital. The FDMA DG briefed officials about the situation in North Waziristan and March 31 was
decided as a tentative date to send back people from 29 villages of Mir Ali subdivision of the
agency. Around 12,000 to 13,000 registered families from these villages will be sent back in
Phase 1 of the repatriation process from an embarkation point set up at Mirzail check post in FR
Bannu. A senior official told The Express Tribune that families displaced from Aka Khel, Bara will
be given the Voluntary Repatriation Form within the Jalozai Camp, while those living outside of
camps can get the form near Melwart Fort, Bara. An embarkation point will be set up at Ring
Road for off-camp tribes from March 10-15. “The task seems to be a tough one, based mostly on
wishes and prayers,” said the official, adding there will be difficulties during the process, mostly
security-related. “There is a plan, but the situation is not entirely feasible for its implementation.”
The FDMA DG could not be reached for comments.

The road home

According to the official, the FDMA will provide transport grants of Rs10,000 to each family
through mobile SIMs as well as repatriation cash grant of Rs25,000 through ATM cards.
Moreover, UNICEF will hand out hygiene kits among the returning families and the World Food
Programme will provide six months of ration. However, what remains a major concern for the
returning families is the destroyed infrastructure. While the government insists reconstruction will
begin only when the IDPs return, tribesmen remain anxious about the homes and properties they
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left behind as they might no longer be standing after the military operation.
Future progress

The FATA Return and Rehabilitation Strategy has divided development of the tribal areas into
three phases; rehabilitation and recovery, which will take about 24 months; medium-term
development, to take two to five years; and long-term development, which will take five years and
more. Official records put the current estimated damage in all seven agencies of Fata at over
$44.03 million; an additional $320 million is required for reconstruction of damaged houses. While
displacement trends show that a large number of displaced people remain outside of IDP camps,
officials say the main challenge for the repatriation plan to succeed is to convince IDPs to go
back, particularly those of Khyber Agency who are now almost permanent residents of Peshawar.
Humanitarian organisations, however, are concerned that repatriation should remain voluntary
and not forced.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa government has recommended the Augaf department to
transfer prayer leaders in government-controlled mosques involved in collection of money under
the pretext of repair and maintenance at mosques. According to sources in the K-P Augaf
department, citizens had complained prayer leaders in mosques under the auspices of the
department were collecting money from worshippers during Friday congregations. The areas from
where the complaints were received included Khyber Bazaar, GT Road and University Road. On
the basis of complaints received by the chief secretary’s office, chief minister and the department,
the K-P government directed the Augaf department to conduct an enquiry into the matter.
However, some of the department employees reportedly submitted a false report over which the
relevant authorities recommended the transfer of such employees along with prayer leaders to
other areas of the province. The K-P Augaf department controls a total 80 mosques across the
province, of which 43 are in the provincial capital. Hina Saeed, a section officer at the Auqaf
department, refuted the reports saying she is not aware of any such developments. “We have
funds for the repair and maintenance of mosques and we keep an eye on prayer leaders,” she
told The Express Tribune. When contacted, K-P Minister for Religious Affairs Habibur Rahman
admitted the department has received a number of complaints from the public in this regard.
When asked to identify the mosques and prayer leaders, Habibur Rahman said he was busy in a
meeting with K-P lawmakers over the Senate elections. His phone was later switched off.

PESHAWAR: A Pakistan Air Force (PAF) Mirage aircraft crashed Wednesday afternoon in Miran
area of D | Khan district. District police (DP) has so far confirmed deaths of both the pilot and the
co-pilot. The bodies have been mutilated beyond recognition. Officials said the plane was on a
training flight when it crashed. They added that during the flight, there was torrential rain and
lightening which may have caused the crash. The DP office added that rescue teams have been
dispatched to the area. The plane crashed in Chirra, Miran situated around 80 kilometers away
from D | Khan. Eyewitnesses said the plane caught fire during the crash. In a statement, the PAF
identified the pilots as Air Commodore Shafqat Mushtaq and Flight Lieutenant Sohaib Rasheed.
Further, a board of inquiry has been ordered by Air Headquarters to determine the cause of
accident.

ISLAMABAD: In contradiction to a previous statement, Inspector General Police (IGP) Punjab
Mushtaq Sukhera on Wednesday said that 147 seminaries in the province are financed by foreign
funding. Sukhera today informed the Senate Standing Committee on Rules of Procedure and
Privileges (SSCRPP) that there were in fact nearly 150 seminaries receiving funds from foreign
countries. He also told members of the committee that law and enforcement agencies, including
the Punjab police, are taking action against all those involved in spreading hate speech, following
the directives of the federal government under the National Action Plan (NAP). The committee
which summoned IGP Punjab Mushtag Sukhera to explain his incorrect reply to the Senate was
attended by its members under the Chairmanship of Senator Col (Retd) Tahir Hussain Mashhadi.
In response to a question by PPP Senator Syeda Sughra Imam, IGP Punjab Mushtag Sukhera
had told the Senate through a written reply on January 30 that not a single seminary is receiving
foreign funding in Punjab. These revelations were startling in their own right and many senators
were astonished to learn that no seminaries in Punjab were receiving funding from foreign
sources. The IG was quoted saying, “The requisite report may be treated as nil. No madrassa
involved in receiving financial and training assistance from Islamic countries has come to our
notice during surveillance carried out by field formations.” However, during proceedings Minister
for the Interior Muhammad Baligh ur Rehman failed to convince the opposition benches due to
the contradiction of the federal government and the provincial government regarding foreign
funding of Punjab seminaries. Later, the Senate Deputy Chairman Sabir Baloch referred the
matter to the SSCRPP as the IGP Punjab had breached the privilege of the Senate. The Senate
then summoned IGP Sukhera to furnish a detailed report on funding of Punjab seminaries.

The IGP today informed the Senate Standing Committee that the home department is registering
all unregistered seminaries in the province with the support of the main leadership of the
concerned seminaries. “The law enforcement agencies also sealed a seminary affiliated with the
Lal Masjid in the Rujhan Jaamali area of district DG Khan as the management of the seminary
was involved in spreading hate material,” the IGP added. Sukhera told the committee members
that that the police are carrying out surveillance of the seminaries across the province due to the
ongoing situation of the law and order in the country. Members of the committee asked the IGP
Punjab to implement the directives of the federal government by following the NAP
recommendations regarding the registration and funding of the seminaries in the province.

PESHAWAR: A writ petition filed at the Peshawar High Court urges every case of murder or
attempted murder in relation to the Army Pubic School (APS) attack be registered individually.
Shahid Orakzai, a freelance journalist, has approached the court to challenge the FIR lodged
against the murder of students and teachers at the army-run school on December 16, 2014. The
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petitioner has urged the court to direct the district and sessions judge to ensure each case of
murder and attempted murder is registered separately. SHO Michni Gate Sher Ali Khan along
with district and sessions judge have been listed as respondents. The petitioner has questioned
whether a police officer in charge of a police station can register a single report for the murder of
so many students and teachers. Moreover, he asked whether this FIR is based on the information
collected by a single police officer or his subordinates. According to the petition, an FIR lodged
under Section 154 of Criminal Procedure Code is the only legal basis to conduct an investigation.
“The question which arises is how a single, sketchy report could provide the basis for
investigating so many murders,” it read.

During the hearing on Tuesday, Orakzai requested the bench comprising Justice Qaiser Rashid
Khan and Justice Asadullah Khan Chamkani to constitute a larger bench to decide on the
petition. The bench subsequently referred the matter to PHC Chief Justice Mazhar Alam Miankhel
for further consideration. Moreover, the court directed the petitioner to remove some words from
his petition which it considered derogatory. “The FIR is mere eyewash,” stated the petition. “The
SHO does not intend to investigate a single murder and apparently takes all the murders as fait
accompli (an irreversible deed).”It added, “A single police station may not have the capacity to
investigate so many murders. However, a probe can be divided among various police officers.”
Furthermore, the petition also made reference to an “unconstitutional political gathering”
organised by a political party at Governor House on December 17. “If the court doesn’t
immediately exercise its jurisdiction, political parties will continue to exploit such murders for their
own political gains,” stated the petition. Orakzai requested the court to instruct the Michni Gate
SHO to withhold further investigation into the APS incident on the basis of the FIR until a final
decisionhas been reached.

RAWALPINDI: The 180" Corps Commanders’ Conference headed by army chief General Raheel
Sharif undertook a comprehensive review of operational preparedness, as well as the prevalent
internal and external security situation of the country. According to ISPR, progress on the
continuing operation against militants, Zarb-e-Azb was also reviewed in the meeting, held in
Rawalpindi on Tuesday.Professional matters of the Pakistan Army also came under discussion.
Following the implementation of the National Action Plan across the country, several security
operations are under way to eradicate terrorism from the country.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has deported around 2,000 unregistered Afghans after the attack on
Army Public School in Peshawar in December 2014. “Pakistani authorities have clearly conveyed
to the Afghan government that around three million refugees are posing grave security risk and it
is now working to send back non-registered Afghan refugees at the earliest to minimise these
risks,” security officials told Daily Express on the condition of anonymity. These sources said that
after the approval of the National Action Plan (NAP) the provincial governments have been
directed to arrest illegal Afghans and deport them immediately. “It has been clearly conveyed to
Afghan authorities that around all the three million refugees will be repatriated by December
2015, and meanwhile no action will be taken against the registered refugees,” the sources said,
adding, “it has also been conveyed that action is only being taken against those Afghan refugees
who have not got themselves registered properly.” The sources said that intelligence agencies
have proof which was handed over to the Afghan authorities that there are unregistered Afghans
who are involved in terrorist activities and crimes, creating law and order problems in Pakistan
which cannot be tolerated anymore.

The official sources said that the same was conveyed by the Army Chief Raheel Sharif in his last
visit to Kabul. “It is most likely that PM Nawaz will visit Kabul sometimes this month and the issue
of repatriation of Afghan refugees and immediate deportation of illegal Afghans remains on the
agenda.” The official sources said that the government has expedited measures including
registration and containing them to their refugee camps and restrict their activities. “Police have
expedited a campaign against unregistered Afghans in Peshawar and other parts of the Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa,” the source said adding, “Unregistered Afghans travelling or staying in the province
are being deported to their country under the section 14 of the Foreigners Act after fulfilling legal
requirements.” According to UNCHR report, there are 1.78 million registered Afghan refugees
while 0.68 million are unregistered out of total 2.46 million refugees. “Pakistan is hosting Afghan
refugees since long and time and again has reminded the international community that these
people are a burden on its fragile economy apart from the fact that they (unregistered Afghan
refugees) are also involved in criminal and extremist activities in Pakistan,” says the report.

Registered
Return
Active for

Registration
Verified
Registered
Return
Spontaneou

86,407 72,895 72,895 - -

376 376

2,256 2,228 1,852 - -

176,396 97,367 11,260 - 15,730 86,107 86,107

56,122 47,802 21,937 6,135 2,022 19,730 25,865

48,954 36,759 36,759 - - - -
102,047 101,080 - - - 101,080 101,080
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Balochistan CM threatens ISLAMABAD - Balochistan Chief Minister Dr Abdul Malik Baloch has threatened to pull the plug
to halt exploration work on exploration work if his province is not handed its due shares, as guaranteed by the
Khaleej Times, March 8, 2015 Constitution. “Under the 18th Amendment, 50 percent share should be given to Balochistan from
OGDCL, PPL and all other oil and petroleum companies,” the chief minister said on the floor of
the Balochistan Assembly. Dr Abdul Malik’'s warning came during a debate on a resolution
advanced by Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) MPA Samina Khan to shift the head
office of Sui Southern Gas from Karachi to Quetta. Dr Baloch said the failure to follow the 18th
Amendment is tantamount to rejection of the Constitution. While presenting the resolution,
Samina Khan said large reservoirs of gas have been discovered in Balochistan and this gas was
being delivered to every corner of the country from the western province, yet the administrative
set-up of the company, including its head office, is in Karachi.

According to her, the location of the gas company’s head office is creating problems for the
people of Balochistan as they have to travel to Karachi to redress several complaints, draining
them economically and wasting their precious time. She recommended that the provincial
authorities formally request the federal government to shift the head office of the Sui Southern
Gas to Quetta. Her resolution was unanimously adopted by the house.

Speaking on the resolution, Dr Baloch lamented that the conduct of gas companies, including
OGDCL and PPL, did not even match the behaviour adopted by Britain’s East India Company
towards the Asian subcontinent.

Cheating in Balochistan: Delta School is the first institute in Balochistan to install CCTVs inside its examination halls in a
Testing times bid to monitor student activity, clamp down on rampant cheating practices and increase security
The Express Tribune, March 8, in the wake of a string of attacks on schools within and outside the province. In February this
2015 year, Balochistan Chief Minister Dr Abdul Malik Baloch led a rally in Quetta to highlight the
growing trend of cheating in the province’s schools just weeks before matriculation examinations
were scheduled to be held. The chief minister was joined by legislators, politicians, teachers and
students, some of whom carried placards reading, “Cheating will be the death of knowledge.”

While officials promised that ‘secret’ cameras would be installed in all school examination halls,
Balochistan Education Department Secretary Abdul Saboor Kakar said the provincial
government did not have enough time to install these cameras before the matriculation exams.
But Murad Ismail, the 35-year-old educationist behind Delta School, chose not to wait for the
government to kick off the process of installation, and instead covered the Rs. 25,000 installation
cost for four cameras in the school through the pupils’ fees.

There are 2,700 students enrolled in Delta School, located on Turbat Road near Dakhana
Chowk. People living in the area are dependent on livestock and agriculture as well as an
informal cross-border trade with Iran. Ismail set up the private English-medium school here in
2006 after he returned from his higher education studies in Karachi. “Many of the school
buildings in this district are poorly constructed and lack basic facilities,” says Ismail. “But our
students do not lag behind — they compete at the national level.” Delta School’s first batch of
grade 10 students includes Mahnoor Mirwani, who received the highest marks in matriculation
exams in the Makran division, which includes the districts of Panjgur, Turbat and Gwadar. “We
expect high standards from our students and to compete at the provincial level and they make us
proud,” he adds.

The students of Delta School stand out in a province that has the lowest literacy rate in the
country (33% as compared to the national literacy rate of 53%). Currently, there are 2.3 million
children out of schools in Balochistan and for those enrolled in educational institutes; there is one
teacher for every 16 students on average. In remote areas of Turbat and Gwadar districts, there
is one teacher for each primary school comprising four to five classes. One school in Turbat was
closed for several months recently as there was no teacher to cater to the students. In many
schools in the area, teachers continue to draw salaries despite not attending classes.

“The education system here needs way more improvement than people can imagine,” says 16-
year-old high achiever Mirwani. She points out that Delta School’s crackdown on cheating is part
of a larger attempt to improve conditions in the province and the country. “How can a student
who cheats in school be a good citizen or serve his country well?” she asks. “The corruption we
suffer nationally starts in our classrooms.”

Sangat Rafiq, a lecturer at Balochistan University, says that while the provincial government has
launched a massive publicity campaign against cheating, it has not shown commitment to
resolving the problem. “The government has installed large billboards and put up banners with
messages against cheating but this is an absolute waste of money,” he says. “If a private school
like Delta could invest in a surveillance system, then why is it so difficult for the government to do
so in schools in the province?”

Rafiq points out that while access to education remains a problem in Balochistan, rampant
cheating results in abysmal standards of education. “Many students in the 10" grade or in
Masters programmes are unable to fill out applications in Urdu or English,” he says. Mirwani
adds that students are caught unaware once they enter college classrooms to see that every
subject is taught in English. “From the first to the 10" grade, these students have studied
everything in Urdu,” she says.

In stark contrast, Delta School students are awarded scholarships to study in other parts of
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Balochistan and internationally through an exchange programme with American schools.
Classes here are taught in English and one of the school’s three campuses in Turbat is devoted
towards learning to speak and write in English. Each student is charged between Rs. 800 to Rs.
900 monthly and the school employs 140 teachers. Ismail is able to watch over these teachers
and the school’s 2,700 students via an application that streams footage from the CCTV cameras
directly to his cellphone or online to his computer. While the school suffers with the rest of the
district during loadshedding hours — the power often goes out for half the school day — the
cameras continue to function via a backup generator.

Education Secretary Saboor Kakar says it will cost the government roughly four million rupees to
install a similar surveillance system in colleges and universities across the province. “All schools
will be properly monitored and people will see results from the government’s measures within the
next few years,” he promises. However, parents and teachers are not as optimistic. They say,
the proof of better education and security in schools in Balochistan can be found by answering
one simple question: how many political leaders and officials send their children to study in
schools in Balochistan? “Until the children of these government officials do not study in state-run
schools in the province, people will never agree with the government’s claims that education
here is improving,” says senior Balochistan National Party leader Khurshid Jamaldini.

ISLAMABAD: As many as seven school children were injured when their van met a road
accident on the outskirts of Islamabad as rain lashed the twin cities on Saturday. The vehicle
was taking the children from Rawalpindi to Murree for a picnic when it slipped and collided with a
truck coming from the opposite direction near Karlot. Most of the children remained safe and
were given on-the-spot aid by Rescue 1122 officials. One of the students, however, suffered
severe injuries and was taken to the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS). Murree also
received some snowfall, which continued till late night and brought the temperature down to the
freezing point. The drizzle, which continued through Saturday in the twin cities also brought
down the mercury level.

Hundreds of vehicles were stuck in Murree and adjacent areas after heavy rain and snowfall.
The local administration appeared unprepared and failed to clear most of the major roads. The
snowfall also blocked the road from Darya Gali to Bansra Gali. Commuters criticised the
administration’s failure to clear the routes. Locals also said National Assembly Deputy Speaker
Murtaza Javed Abbasi went to attend a funeral in Murree and was stuck for hours in the traffic
jam. The Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) had earlier forecast heavy downpour in
Islamabad and Rawalpindi and warned the Rawalpindi district administration regarding
occurrence of flash floods. The administration was on alert in Rawalpindi to deal with any
emergency. PMD recorded 10 millimetre rain in Islamabad, nine in Chakwal, seven in
Rawalpindi, and five in Jhelum. The department said rain will continue on Sunday, after which
the day and night temperatures will rise with clear skies. In Rawalpindi, rainwater accumulated
on many roads and streets, which created difficulties for motorists. A massive traffic jam was
also witnessed on Murree Road.

ISLAMABAD: Three more cases have been confirmed by the Polio Virology Laboratory at the
National Institute of Health, raising this year’s count to 16. A Ministry of National Health Services
official said the new cases were reported from Loralai in Balochistan, Dadu in Sindh and
Peshawar in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He said the detection was surprising because during winter
poliovirus became less active because of low temperature. In 2015, seven cases have been
reported from KP, five from the Federally Administered Tribal Areas and two each from Sindh
and Balochistan. On March 4, the World Health Organisation (WHO) announced that
international travel restriction for Pakistani nationals had been extended for another three
months because the country had failed to stop “exporting” poliovirus. On May 5 last year, WHO
announced that it was mandatory for Pakistanis to get at least one dose of vaccine administered
before travelling abroad. The government was asked to issue such certificates to travellers. As
Pakistan has failed to curb poliovirus, it was decided to extend the restriction for another three
months. Our staff correspondent in Quetta adds: The second child crippled by poliovirus in
Balochistan this year is 12-month-old Naimatullah, son of Doulat Khan. The family lives in a
village in Nasarabad union council of Dukki Tehsil in Loralai district. A Unicef official recalled that
the first case this year was reported from Daman Ashezai union council of Qila Abdullah District.
Officials at the Emergency Operation Centre said the two children missed the vaccination drops
each time a health team visited their villages.

ISLAMABAD: “Coverage of terrorism and violence has a negative impact on the mental and
physical health of people. After seeing the news coverage of the attack on the Army Public
School in Peshawar, many felt the need for journalists to be better trained,” said Health Services
Academy Executive Director Dr Asad Hafeez. Dr Hafeez was speaking at the roundtable
conference titled ‘The Psychosocial Impact of Media Reporting on the Masses’ organised by
nongovernmental organisation Mediations Pakistan, held at a local hotel on Saturday. He said
that following the terrorist attack on Army Public School, which left 150 dead; there was
widespread coverage of the incident in electronic and print media. For days, most people in
country remained under psychological stress.“After schools opened, children were too afraid to
go,” he said. Dr Hafeez explained that stress is directly associated with heart disease and
depression. Mental and physical health problems from stress lead to greater spending on public
health, he said.

Following the terrorist attack, a Psychosocial Impact Committee was formed by the Ministry of
National Health Services (NHS) to deal with the impact of violence and terrorism, he said.“Media
houses should understand that providing information is different from hype creation. Today the
media plays a role in increasing the stress levels among people. They should reconsider what
they report and journalists should be trained to not contribute to mental stress,” he said. Dr
Hafeez told Dawn he believes that media should put a code of ethics together and should self
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diversion of funds for water reservoirs and hydropower projects, Secretary of Water and Power
Younas Dagha declined to comment on Irsa’s communication, saying he had not yet seen the
letter. IRSA’s Feb 25 letter, a copy of which is available with Dawn, said the regulator pointed out
fears expressed by Minister for Water and Power Khwaja Asif last month about looming water
shortages, which may force the people to forget current energy shortages.

IRSA also pointed out that more than 30 MAF of water was going down to the sea, against 8-10
MAF required downstream Kotri for environmental reasons and hinted that endless discussions
for ‘consensus’ projects was in fact a ploy to hide non-seriousness.“It may be pertinent to
mention here that the para 6 of Water Apportionment Accord 1991 signed by the provinces on
March 16,in the rare show of consensus and after-wards ratified by the Council of Common
Interests (CCI) on March 21, 1991, clearly envisages need of new storages,” it said. The need
for water reservoirs, wherever feasible on the Indus and other rivers, was admitted and
recognised by the participants for planned future agricultural development, the para-6 stated.
IRSA said that the “main features of the accord were to open an era of expansion of water
resources as out of 14 paras, six were about development but, unfortunately, due to indifferent
approach towards the precious resource, the availability of water at canal heads has reduced to
97 MAF (which was 105 MAF in 1991) against allocations of 117 MAF”, the regulator said.

The gap will further widen and aggravate drastically, as the existing reservoirs’ capacities are
diminishing with passage of time due to sedimentation and other factors, it pointed out. IRSA
said that an average of 30 MAF of fresh water was currently being released downstream Kotri
Barrage to sea whereas the basic requirement was 8.6 MAF.“Thus almost 22 MAF fresh water is
released below Kotri to the sea unutilised,” it said. It pointed out that the “total water availability
of the country is 145 MAF (average) while the existing live storage capacity is only 14.10 MAF
i.e. 9.7 per cent. By comparison the world average is 40 per cent, which requires achievement
expeditiously”. “Keeping this in view, IRSA strongly recommends construction of new water
storages of at least 22 MAF capacity on all feasible sites on war footing as agriculture is the
backbone of the country,” it said.

The new storages will help improve the diminishing per capita water availability, increase the
GDP and control flood. They will also ensure availability of cheap environment-friendly
hydroelectric power to overcome the power crisis. Local and international water experts,
including the World Bank and Earth Policy Institute, have been warning Pakistan about major
water crisis -- flood and drought -- in the next 10-40 years owing to unusually fast depletion of
the Himalayan glaciers, low storage capacity and other related uncertainties. Some reports
indicated that Himalayan glaciers, contributing over 80 percent water to the Indus river that fed
more than 65 per cent of the country’s agriculture, were receding at a rate of 30 metres to 50
metres annually. The Himalayas contain the world’s third largest ice mass after Antarctica and
Greenland.

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Ishaq Dar informed the Senate on Friday that 19 of 32 public
sector enterprises (PSEs) approved for privatisation were profit-making organisations. In reply to
a question, Senator Dar, who is also in-charge of the privatisation programme, submitted a list of
24 privatised transactions from 1996 to 2014.About proceeds from divestment and strategic sale
of various PSEs, he said expected proceeds for the capital market transactions from OGDCL (Qil
and Gas Development Company Limited) was $575 million; and Habib Bank $800 million. The
strategic sale of NPCC (National Power Construction Corporation Limited) will generate $20
million; NPGCL (Northern Power Generation.Company Limited) about $175 million; Fesco
(Faisalabad Electric Supply Company) $250 million; Lesco (Lahore Electric Supply Company)
$250 million; lesco (Islamabad Electric Supply Company) $200 million; and HEC (Heavy
Electrical Complex) $15 million. The proceeds from the asset sale of Convention Centre are
expected to generate $100 million and Roosevelt and Scribe hotels of PIA $100 million. The
finance minister also submitted a list of enterprises earmarked for privatisation.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor, Sardar Mehtab Ahmed Khan has said that
quality of education should never be compromised and such model of education should be set
up which will be in the best interest of our nation. Moreover, he said that status of HEC should be
strengthened and strong coordination should be maintained between HEC and all of the
universities in order to expedite the pace of progress and development in terms of education
He expressed these views in a meeting at Governor House on Friday.The Governor said; that
universities are the source of wisdom and their vital role in the nation building process demands
to be more conscious towards the future needs. Chairman HEC, Islamabad, Prof. Dr. Mukhtar
Ahmed, and Director HEC, Peshawar, Zaheer Ahmad Awan was also present on the occasion.
The Governor and participants of the meeting exchange words and discussed various prevailing
problems in way of ensuring good quality of education.

PESHAWAR (APP): A meeting of the Provincial Development Working Party (PDWP) Friday
has approved 18 projects including 45 sub- components with an estimated cost of Rs. 6.6 billion
and 10 projects were deferred due to inadequate project designs. The meeting was held under
the Chairmanship of Additional Chief Secretary Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Dr. Hammad Owais Agha
here at Civil Secretariat. The meeting was attended by its members and respective
administrative secretaries. The meeting considered 28 projects pertaining to Communication and
Works, Local Government, Finance, Environment, Sports and Tourism, Higher Education,
Health, Social Welfare, and Agriculture sectors for the uplift of the province.

The Health Sector projects which were approved comprised; Improvement and Standardization
of DHQ Hospital in Nowshera and Up-gradation of DHQ Hospital Abbottabad and Establishment
of Zulfigar Ali Bhutto Paramedics Institute at Peshawar. The sports sector projects included,
Rehabilitation of Hayatabad Sports Complex and Construction of sports stadium at District
Swabi. The Social Welfare projects were Completion of Bacha Khan Women vocational centers

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4:¥



17

19 of 32 PSEs being
privatised are profit-

making concerns: Dar
Daily Dawn, March 7, 2015

Quality education a must:

Governor
The Frontier Post, March 7, 2015

KP govt approves 18
development projects
The Frontier Post, March 7, 2015

4.¥ ©2015 www.alhasan.com

(.2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

diversion of funds for water reservoirs and hydropower projects, Secretary of Water and Power
Younas Dagha declined to comment on Irsa’s communication, saying he had not yet seen the
letter. IRSA’s Feb 25 letter, a copy of which is available with Dawn, said the regulator pointed out
fears expressed by Minister for Water and Power Khwaja Asif last month about looming water
shortages, which may force the people to forget current energy shortages.

IRSA also pointed out that more than 30 MAF of water was going down to the sea, against 8-10
MAF required downstream Kotri for environmental reasons and hinted that endless discussions
for ‘consensus’ projects was in fact a ploy to hide non-seriousness.“It may be pertinent to
mention here that the para 6 of Water Apportionment Accord 1991 signed by the provinces on
March 16,in the rare show of consensus and after-wards ratified by the Council of Common
Interests (CCI) on March 21, 1991, clearly envisages need of new storages,” it said. The need
for water reservoirs, wherever feasible on the Indus and other rivers, was admitted and
recognised by the participants for planned future agricultural development, the para-6 stated.
IRSA said that the “main features of the accord were to open an era of expansion of water
resources as out of 14 paras, six were about development but, unfortunately, due to indifferent
approach towards the precious resource, the availability of water at canal heads has reduced to
97 MAF (which was 105 MAF in 1991) against allocations of 117 MAF”, the regulator said.

The gap will further widen and aggravate drastically, as the existing reservoirs’ capacities are
diminishing with passage of time due to sedimentation and other factors, it pointed out. IRSA
said that an average of 30 MAF of fresh water was currently being released downstream Kotri
Barrage to sea whereas the basic requirement was 8.6 MAF.“Thus almost 22 MAF fresh water is
released below Kotri to the sea unutilised,” it said. It pointed out that the “total water availability
of the country is 145 MAF (average) while the existing live storage capacity is only 14.10 MAF
i.e. 9.7 per cent. By comparison the world average is 40 per cent, which requires achievement
expeditiously”. “Keeping this in view, IRSA strongly recommends construction of new water
storages of at least 22 MAF capacity on all feasible sites on war footing as agriculture is the
backbone of the country,” it said.

The new storages will help improve the diminishing per capita water availability, increase the
GDP and control flood. They will also ensure availability of cheap environment-friendly
hydroelectric power to overcome the power crisis. Local and international water experts,
including the World Bank and Earth Policy Institute, have been warning Pakistan about major
water crisis -- flood and drought -- in the next 10-40 years owing to unusually fast depletion of
the Himalayan glaciers, low storage capacity and other related uncertainties. Some reports
indicated that Himalayan glaciers, contributing over 80 percent water to the Indus river that fed
more than 65 per cent of the country’s agriculture, were receding at a rate of 30 metres to 50
metres annually. The Himalayas contain the world’s third largest ice mass after Antarctica and
Greenland.

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Ishaq Dar informed the Senate on Friday that 19 of 32 public
sector enterprises (PSEs) approved for privatisation were profit-making organisations. In reply to
a question, Senator Dar, who is also in-charge of the privatisation programme, submitted a list of
24 privatised transactions from 1996 to 2014.About proceeds from divestment and strategic sale
of various PSEs, he said expected proceeds for the capital market transactions from OGDCL (Oil
and Gas Development Company Limited) was $575 million; and Habib Bank $800 million. The
strategic sale of NPCC (National Power Construction Corporation Limited) will generate $20
million; NPGCL (Northern Power Generation.Company Limited) about $175 million; Fesco
(Faisalabad Electric Supply Company) $250 million; Lesco (Lahore Electric Supply Company)
$250 million; lesco (Islamabad Electric Supply Company) $200 million; and HEC (Heavy
Electrical Complex) $15 million. The proceeds from the asset sale of Convention Centre are
expected to generate $100 million and Roosevelt and Scribe hotels of PIA $100 million. The
finance minister also submitted a list of enterprises earmarked for privatisation.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor, Sardar Mehtab Ahmed Khan has said that
quality of education should never be compromised and such model of education should be set
up which will be in the best interest of our nation. Moreover, he said that status of HEC should be
strengthened and strong coordination should be maintained between HEC and all of the
universities in order to expedite the pace of progress and development in terms of education
He expressed these views in a meeting at Governor House on Friday.The Governor said; that
universities are the source of wisdom and their vital role in the nation building process demands
to be more conscious towards the future needs. Chairman HEC, Islamabad, Prof. Dr. Mukhtar
Ahmed, and Director HEC, Peshawar, Zaheer Ahmad Awan was also present on the occasion.
The Governor and participants of the meeting exchange words and discussed various prevailing
problems in way of ensuring good quality of education.

PESHAWAR (APP): A meeting of the Provincial Development Working Party (PDWP) Friday
has approved 18 projects including 45 sub- components with an estimated cost of Rs. 6.6 billion
and 10 projects were deferred due to inadequate project designs. The meeting was held under
the Chairmanship of Additional Chief Secretary Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Dr. Hammad Owais Agha
here at Civil Secretariat. The meeting was attended by its members and respective
administrative secretaries. The meeting considered 28 projects pertaining to Communication and
Works, Local Government, Finance, Environment, Sports and Tourism, Higher Education,
Health, Social Welfare, and Agriculture sectors for the uplift of the province.

The Health Sector projects which were approved comprised; Improvement and Standardization
of DHQ Hospital in Nowshera and Up-gradation of DHQ Hospital Abbottabad and Establishment
of Zulfigar Ali Bhutto Paramedics Institute at Peshawar. The sports sector projects included,
Rehabilitation of Hayatabad Sports Complex and Construction of sports stadium at District
Swabi. The Social Welfare projects were Completion of Bacha Khan Women vocational centers
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in Peshawar Charsadda, Nowshera and Karak and Empowerment of persons with Disabilities
through capacity building and provision of rehabilitative Aids in KPK. The Local Government
portfolio contained Construction of Public Park at Swabi and improvement of Sheikh Maltoon
Town Mardan and uplift and beautification of District Nowshera.
Similarly, three projects of Agriculture sector were approved i.e. Special Programme for OFWM
activities in KPK, Conservation Structure in KPK and Provision of Solar Pumping systems for
productivity enhancement in KPK costing. Out of five, three Road Sector projects were granted
approvals which were construction of road from Amberi Killa to Daratang phase-Il, design and
construction of Sabir Shah Nakot Bridge, Mansehra and design and reconstruction re-carpeting
of road from Tareen Abad to Hattar Industrial Estate.The Research and Development portfolio
contained Feasibility Study, Detail Design and Supervision for the work and Provision for Multiple
Indicators Cluster Survey (MICS) in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (BOS).

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) has decided to develop new model village
Kurri and PC-1 amounting to Rs 5 billion has been approved on this count. This project was put
on hold earlier in the face of illegal allotment of plots scandal as FIA was directed to hold inquiry
into allotment of plots to the non-deserving allottees. FIA said in its initial report that over 3000
plots were allotted to non-deserving applicants. CDA has cancelled all allotment letters. The civic
agency has now started allotting plots to these people and FIA has raised no objection over it. A
committee has been constituted to scrutinize the matters related to disputed plots. Kurri
affectees were allotted 7000 plots during tenure of previous government and these allottees
included people from other districts.

PC-1 for infrastructure development of Model Village Kurri has been accorded approved in the
meeting of technical committee of CDA. This project will cost Rs 5 billion. Rs 1.30 billion will be
paid to the affectees on account of compensation of land and houses. Rs 400 million will be paid
to Sui Northern Gas company for gas connections and Rs 150 million will be provided to IESCO
for supply of electricity. The remaining amount will be spent on construction of roads, footpaths
and laying of drainage and water supply lines. This project will be completed in 2 years and
about 4500 plots will be allotted to affectees.

ISLAMABAD: Senate Committee on Water and Power has asked the government to abolish the
Board of Directors (BoDs) of all power distribution companies (Discos) saying the board mainly
comprise the politically motivated people as the non-political persons should have been made
parts of the board to professionally run the companies. It was the last meeting of the Senate
body with Senator Zahid Khan of Awami National Party in the chair as he retired from Senate on
Friday.All the members of the Senate committee asked the government to appoint technical
individuals as members of the Board of Directors. Additional secretary of Ministry of Water and
Power also endorsed recommendation of the members of the Senate body.

Wapda Chairman Zafar Mehmood sensitised members of the committee saying Munda Dam
would not only be generating electricity and irrigating the command areas, but would
substantially mitigate the floods in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Senator Zahid Khan said that 97
percent people of the Malakand Division paid the electricity bill, but the installment of grid station
and construction of Munda Dam was too much delayed in the Division which was injustice to the
masses of the area.

Khan also complained that in the Malakand Division, the load shedding duration hovers around
20 to 22 hours a day. Wapda chairman told the participants of the committee that Dasu Dam
would generate 3,000-4,000MW electricity for which World Bank committed the loan for the Dasu
project. Out of $588 million committed credit line, World Bank has transferred $50 million to
Pakistan. The transmission line from Dubair Khawar to Dasu would be laid down in the current
month, he said. Umar Rasul, additional secretary and MD of Pakistan Electric Power Company
(Pepco) said that in the wake of inefficiency of the concerned departments, the line losses were
not being controlled.

Senator Nisar said that even in the posh area of Peshawar-Gulbahar Colony and its suburbs,
‘Kunda culture’ was common and all this was being done with the connivance of the officials of
Peshawar Electric Supply Company (PESCO). The PESCO official admitted that system in the
vicinity of Pesco was facing 30 percent line losses. Senator Shahi Syed said that in the areas of
Gomal and Tank, people were facing power outages of 20 to 22 hours a day.

KARACHI: Countrywide petrol sales are expected to remain brisk as the import of 390,000
tonnes of petrol in March will break February’s record of 355,000 tonnes. In January, 320,922
tonnes of petrol were imported. Petrol sales in February jumped to 451,888 tonnes from around
400,000 tonnes in January 2015. Out of total imports of 355,000 tonnes in February, the share
of Pakistan State Oil (PSO) was around 200,000 tonnes while the share of other oil marketing
companies (OMCs) was 150,000 tonnes. “As per planned imports, the March figure will be
more impressive with a new record of 390,000 tonnes with expected sale of 460,000 tonnes,”
Secretary General Oil Companies Advisory Council (OCAC) Aamir Butt told Dawn on
Wednesday.

Decline in petrol price to Rs. 70.29 per litre from Rs. 107.97 per litre in August 2014 shifted
consumers towards petrol from compressed natural gas (CNG) thus generating extra demand,
he said. Other reasons have been growth in sale of locally produced cars and three wheelers
coupled with usage of petrol generators, he said. Butt ruled out any petrol crisis in coming
months as the federal petroleum ministry and the stakeholders (oil industry) had been
managing supply chain through monthly product review meetings in order to ensure timely
imports and availability of petrol to avert any shortage. At present, the country has stocks of
around 10 days of petrol, he claimed. “As long as CNG crisis persists especially in Punjab,
petrol will remain the most sought after fuel,” he said, adding that Punjab consumes 48-50 per
cent of total country’s CNG production.
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Local refineries were producing approximately 4,500 tonnes of petrol per day and the rest of
demand was being met through higher imports, he said. Pakistan had resumed exports of
petroleum crude from last year and during July-Jan 2014-15 exports stood at 253,975 tonnes
fetching $183 million. “We cannot utilise local crude as it is a condensate coming out from
natural gas fields and local refineries cannot consume or process the crude technically,” he
said. According to figures of Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS), import of power generating
machines went up by 20.4 pc to $775m during July-Jan 2014-15 from $643m in same period
last fiscal. Car sales rose to 74,497 units in July-Jan 2014-15 from 64,834 units in
corresponding period of last year. Sale of Qingqgi and Sazgar three wheelers jumped to 16,464
and 7,930 units from 13,327 and 7,405 units, figures of Pakistan Automotive Manufacturers
Association (Pama) stated.

ISLAMABAD — The Central Power Purchase Agency (CPPA) requested the National Electric
Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) on Monday to reduce electricity charges for a month by Rs 2
.70 per unit. NEPRA has admitted the request for formal hearing. The reduction, if approved, will
be applicable to all distribution companies except K-Electric. The relief will be given to
consumers in the billing month of March. Earlier, the CPPA said Nepra had approved reference
fuel tariff of about Rs9.53 per unit last year when furnace oil price stood at Rs 75,000 per ton.
The price has since come down to a little over Rs 40,000. As a result, the actual fuel cost has
declined to Rs6.32 per unit, requiring a reduction of Rs3.2 per unit. Earlier in December 2014,
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Friday announced Rs 2.32 per unit reduction in the price of
electricity. While addressing a press conference in Peshawar after visiting Awami National Party
leader Bashir Bilour, PM Nawaz Sharif said there will be a further reduction in petroleum prices.

LAHORE: The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) says it is “extremely concerned” about the
deterioration of undergraduate medical education and post-graduate training program in the
medical schools and teaching hospitals. Pakistan Medical & Dental Council (PMDC) which is
supposed to register medical graduates, monitor and regularize medical education has indulged
itself in to anti-patients and anti-doctors activities. PMDC has become a body to recognize all
kind of medical, dental colleges with or without teaching faculty, teaching hospital and patients.
PMDC has no control on colleges in public and private sector where the owners of medical
colleges are charging huge amount of fee and donations from the parents of medical students.
PMDC is totally failed to eradicate quackery which is responsible for mortality and morbidity of
thousands of patients all over country.

This was stated by President PMA Dr Ashraf Nizami in a press briefing on Thursday. He added
“We are thankful to our journalist friends who helped us in an campaign against night medical
colleges which were closed after our protest and it also shows that PMDC is only interested in
money making projects. He said that the Federal Government of Pakistan and the Federal
Health Minister are responsible for allowing PMDC to become an inefficient and corrupt body.
Despite many decisions from court of law the government has no interest in changing the
composition of PMDC and making it independent, autonomous and powerful regulatory body. It
is time to act and regularize medical education and training in Pakistan for the interest of patients
and profession, not for the individual and vested interest group. He said that doctors all over the
country are facing problems with the process of registration with PMDC. There are doctors who
have sent their documents and waiting for months and years to get registered. PMDC with great
number of staff is delaying registration of fresh graduate, fresh fellows from CPSP and practicing
doctors without any valid reasons. The registration should be made easy and no doctor should
be harassed by PMDC officials. It is PMDC'’s responsibility to register our young graduate Family
Physicians and Specialist who are coming from abroad to serve their motherland.

Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) and College of Family Medicine Pakistan (CFMP) always
demanded for organizing CME programs. Last 70 years PMA and CFMP are organizing regular
CME sessions. Every branch of PMA in all Province of Pakistan organizes CME programs on
regular basis to educate and promote scientific thinking in profession. Instead of organizing a
system of CME program and capacity building, the PMDC has suddenly started demanding CME
certificates without any Planning and Facilitation. This is another method through which PMDC in
harassing doctors all over the country. PMA and CFMP strongly condemn this attitude of PMDC
and demand to organize a system of CME program all over country before asking for CME
certificate. PMA strongly believes that PMDC has a very important role in organizing and
standardizing the Medical Education and Training in Pakistan, but it will be only possible when
Federal Government takes actions to form an independent, autonomous and powerful PMDC
with few members and an effective and honest secretariat. We believe that all doctors in the
country should attend CME program and update themselves with recent advancement in medical
practice. He added that doctors community believe that all medical students in Pakistan should
receive best possible medical education in proper medical colleges with teaching hospitals.

PESHAWAR: The provincial government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has renamed 107 schools in
the province in memory of the martyred students of Army Public School Peshawar.Majority of the
schools are in Peshawar where 62 government schools have been renamed. The remaining are
spread across the province which include 10 in Charsadda, 2 in Abbottabad, 1 in Chitral, 1 in
Lower Dir, 2 in Hangu, 1 in Haripur, 3 in Karak, 4 in Kohat, 2 in Laki Marwat, 5 in Malakand, 1 in
Mansehra, 1 in Tank, 4 in Mardan, 5 in Nowshera and one in Swabi that have been renamed in
memory of the martyred students.

The district administration has prohibited illegal fishing in Rawal Dam and started surprise
checking to discourage this trend. According to a representative of Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Administration, Assistant Commissioner (Secretariat) Wagas Rashid, during checking at
Rawal Dam, apprehended two poachers involved in illegal fishing in Rawal Dam. He also
confiscated the fishing net and two motor boats on the spot. It may be mentioned that the district
administration has prohibited illegal fishing in Rawal Dam under Section 144. Wagas Rashid
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informed that strict action would be taken against poachers violating the ban on fishing in Rawal
Dam.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government has taken tough action against parents refusing
to allow their children to be vaccinated against polio and has arrested around 471 people in
Peshawar.“The arrested persons are detained under 3MPO (Maintenance of Publice Order) and
will remain in custody unless they submit affidavit in regard with promise of compliance in future”,
said Feroz Shah, PRO Deputy Commissioner Office Peshawar. Feroz Shah said strictness from
government is proving beneficial as a number of parents are now approaching for release and
furnishing affidavits in regard with vaccination of their children in future. On Tuesday, around 40
applications have been received from parents who are apologetic over their refusal and
promising for compliance of order issued in larger interest of public health, he added. According
to Unicef, about 1200 warrants have been issued against refusing parents in Peshawar,
Nowshera and Lakki Marwat districts. This is the first time that government has decided to take
such a strict action on mass scale. Pakistan is among only three countries in the world where
polio remains endemic. In 2014, there were 306 polio cases which is record number of polio
cases and in current year so far nine cases have been reported. - APP

PESHAWAR: Minister for Public Health Engineering Shah Farman said Wednesday the
Government released Rs 300 million for sui gas project to Kohi Daman to fulfill demands of
people.He said this in a meeting held with a representative of Sherikara, Adezai, Mattani,
Azakhel and Maryamzai at his office here on Wednesday. He listened to problems of the
delegation and assured all out support on behalf of the Provincial government. The delegation
was led by Arab Sher. Provincial Minister said that some federal departments, instead of solving
the problems of people, were making unnecessary hurdles for which the federal government
would be contacted. He said as the case of the sui gas provision to Kohi Daman was in
Peshawar High Court therefore he would not throw light on it. - APP

PESHAWAR: The Federal Government is all set to kick off three mega education projects in the
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) with main focus on improving education standard and
literacy rate in the hitherto neglected tribal areas.The projects have already been accorded
approval by the Fata Working Development Party in a recently held meeting at Fata secretariat
Peshawar.A senior official of Fata Education Department told APP on Tuesday that one of the
approved project included provision of free text books to the Fata students from class-I-10
costing Rs 220 million that would be met by the Federal Government. Over 500,000 students
from class-I to five and around one lakh students of higher classes would be benefited from this
mega project, he explained. Inland scholarship is another approved project, which would focus
on fulfilling the financial needs of the intermediate and postgraduate students of Fata besides
pre-service teachers of Elementary Colleges.The Government has increased stipend of each
Fata student up to Rs. 5000 per year reading in intermediate and bachelor level while Rs. 6000
per annum would be given to postgraduate student besides Rs 3000 per month to pre-service
teachers of elementary colleges for training.

The official said the Federal Government would bear Rs. 200 million per year on the above
scholarships to students of Fata who are reading in different educational institutes of the country
including Fata and KP. The official said over 39,448 students of tribal areas would be benefited
from this scheme.In order to revamp pre-service teacher education system aiming to improve the
quality of teaching and learning in Fata, the Govt devised teacher education strategy (TES) that
provides a detailed action-plan with specific strategies, each aligned with the FATA Sector
Development Plan and the National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST).

Referring to another approved project regarding stipends to Fata student reading in cadet
colleges of the country and tribal areas, the official said the Govt has enhanced stipend to
Rs13200 from Rs5000 per annum for each Fata student who are reading in cadet colleges of the
country while Rs13200 would be given to students reading in cadet colleges located in Fata.He
said additional class rooms and hostels are being constructed in religious seminaries' registered
with Government on the recommendations of political administration besides provision of primary
schools and certified teachers to provide formal quality education to students. The official said
about 408 seminaries has been enlisted and registration of others is underway in Fata. He said
one hostel was constructed at Madrassa Albanat with 1676 students located at Wana Sourth
Waziristan Agency while another hostel was also being constructed in the same seminary to
provide accommodation to remaining students. In addition to religious education, he said, formal
education up to postgraduate level is being imparted in the above seminary registered with Govt.
He said one hostel was also being constructed with Jamia Usmania's seminary, which is also
imparting formal education to students. - APP

DERA MURAD JAMALI: A gas pipeline was blown up in Zain-koh area of Loti in Dera Bugti
district on Wednesday night. According to Levies sources, an explosive device was detonated
under the pipeline, suspending gas supply to a purification plant from well No-7.“A several feet
long portion of the 18-inch diameter pipeline was destroyed,” the sources said, adding that the
repair work would begin on Thursday after security clearance.

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Water and Power suspended on Wednesday five senior officers of
Hyderabad Electric Supply Company (Hesco) and two officers were issued show-cause notices
for poor recovery of electric bills.An official statement said that the action had been taken by
Water and Power Secretary Younus Dagha during a surprise visit to various areas of the Hesco
on Wednesday. The ministry has had been under criticism for poor recovery of electricity dues,
resulting in increase in cost of power generation as well as the consumer tariff.“These officers
were found inefficient in dues’ recovery and having been involvement in wrong adjustment of
dues,” the statement said. Those suspended included Executive Engineer (XEN) of Tando
Muhammad Khan Executive Engineer (XEN) Muhammad Shaheen Umar, Mirpur Khas XEN
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Muha-mmad Hanif Arain, Tando Muhammad Revenue Officer of Khan Jalaluddin Rajput
Mirpurkhas Resi-dent Officer Khalid Tabassum and Deputy Commercial of Manager of
Nawabshah Irshad Ahmed Memon.The Superintending Engineer (SE) of Nawabshah, Syed
Ahmed Dawach, was served with a show-cause notice on bad performance.

HYDERABAD: Mithi Senior Civil Judge Mian Fayyaz Rabbani on Monday issued a show-cause
notice to the district health officer (DHO) of Tharparkar for not collecting samples of drinking
water supplied in Mithi taluka. In his notice, Mr Fayyaz, who is relief inspecting judge in
Tharparkar, said he had directed the DHO on Feb 3 to collect samples of water from different
areas in Mithi taluka and send them to government and private laboratories for analysis to see it
if water was fit for consumption. Such directive was issued to avoid any unpleasant incident or
outbreak of waterborne diseases. But, he said, after the lapse of one month from the date of
issuance of this directive; the DHO did not collect samples and failed to comply with the order,
which amounted to contempt of court. The judge directed him (DHO) to submit his reply to the
notice within two days, explaining as to why he should not be prosecuted for committing
contempt of court orders because supply of contaminated water supply was a matter of grave
concern. The judge had visited the reverse osmosis plant (RO) of Mithi on an application
submitted by some advocates of the District Bar Association Mithi, led by Mohan Lal. The
applicants had said that people were complaining of supply of brackish water from the RO plant.

ISLAMABAD: The Indus River System Authority (IRSA) Thursday released 136,040 cusecs
water for various rim stations with inflow of 107,408 cusecs. According to the data released by
IRSA, water level in the Indus River at Tarbela Dam was 1439.21 feet, which was 59.21 feet
higher than its dead level 1380 feet. Water inflow in the dam was recorded as 22,500 cusecs
while outflow was recorded as 25,000 cusecs. The water level in the Jhelum River at Mangla
Dam was 1098.55 feet, which was 58.55 feet higher than its dead level of 1040 feet whereas the
inflow and outflow of water was recorded as 35,972 cusecs and 62,104 cusecs respectively. The
release of water at Kalabagh, Taunsa and Sukkur was recorded as 62,893, 59,440 and 73,535
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from the Kabul River a total of 24,400 cusecs of water was
released at Nowshera and 24,536 cusecs released from the Chenab River at Marala.

ISLAMABAD: Test-run of the coveted metro bus has started but unfortunately the buses could
not venture very far into Islamabad on Wednesday.A short distance from their depot, the buses
found a section of their route in Islamabad blocked, not because of unfinished work but by a
flooded underpass at Peshawar Mor. Though it rained a total of 63mm at the start of the week, it
was enough to submerge the underpass under almost 20 feet of water.So the shiny 68 buses
imported from Turkey to run the service have to stay away from this section until the water drains
out — that too naturally because neither the contractor, nor the consultant Nespak, nor the
Rawalpindi Development Authority (RDA) realised that connecting the drainage system is
essential in Islamabad. In fact, during the construction of the underpass, a RDA official had
assured Dawn that no water will accumulate on the bus track as “the drainage system has been
laid some four feet below the ground at the point”. Now that it has, commuters can forget the
launch of the bus service in Islamabad on the speculated date of March 23. This 4.4km long
section of Package-| of MBP runs from Faizabad up to Peshawar Mor and all the four stations of
the package area near completion.“Of all the MBP sections in Islamabad, it was the only one
where the test-run could take place,” said the RDA official. Five different contracts were awarded
for the Islamabad part of the MBP. Package-Il covers the interchange at Peshawar Mor and
there not even the 1.1 kilometre track has been completed. Luckily, work progress is better in
Package-Ill which covers 2.9 kilometre of track from Peshawar Mor to Centaurus.Package-IV
takes over there up to Shaheed-e-Millat Secretariat and the last package takes the metro bus to
Pak-Secretariat. But work on these sections is far from finish.

ISLAMABAD: State Minister for Parliamentary Affairs Sheikh Aftab Ahmed has said twin cities of
Rawalpindi and Islamabad would be provided additional drinking water from Tarbela dam.
Responding to a motion moved in Senate by Nawabzada Saifullah Magsi, he said negotiations
are being held with Sindh government for getting it permission to get water from Tarbela
dam.Moreover, Chirah dam was also being constructed for providing clean drinking water to
Rawalpindi and Islamabad. Rawalpindi Development Authority and Capital Development
Authority were constructing the Chirah dam on 50:50 bases. Responding to motion moved by
Muhammad Talha Mehmood, he directed Capital Development Authority (CDA) to remove
encroachments from residential as well as commercial areas of the federal capital.Earlier
speaking on the motion Saifullah Magsi, M Hamza urged the government to provide clean
drinking water to the people of twin cities. Zahid Khan said the royalty of Khanpur Dam should be
paid to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Saeeda Igbal said diseases of jaundice and gastroenteritis, etc
were being spread in the federal capital due to non availability of clean drinking water. Taj Haider
said Sindh government was providing clean drinking water to half of the area of Thar.

Chairman Senate Syed Nayyer Hussain Bukhari said that the pure food law should be enacted
for the federal capital. Senator Talha Mehmood moved a motion and urged the government to
direct Capital Development Authority to take measures to remove the encroachments in
commercial and residential areas in Islamabad. Senator Zahid Khan sought a leave under Sub-
rule (4) of the rule 277 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012,
to move that in sub-rule (1) of rule 198, the words "in consultation with the Minister concerned,"
occurring at the end, shall be omitted. Chairman Senate Syed Nayyer Hussain Bukhari referred
the proposed amendment of Senator Zahid Khan to relevant standing committee for further
perusal and consideration. - APP

CHITRAL: A shutdown strike was observed in Chitral city on Tuesday in protest against the
government apathy towards the growing food shortage in the district as the trucks loaded with
edibles are not allowed to pass through the Lowari tunnel by the National Highway Authority.The
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call for the strike was given by the local traders union on the expiry of a deadline given to the
government four days ago to allow passage of trucks.The markets and roads in the city wore a
deserted look, adding to the miseries of people.

Addressing the protesters at PIA Chowk, the traders’ union president Habib Hussain Mughal
held the federal government responsible for causing food shortage in the district by not allowing
passage of trucks through the tunnel. He said that over 400 trucks loaded with commodities of
daily use were waiting on Dir side of Lowari tunnel for the last three weeks, but the National
Highway Authority was not allowing them to proceed further.Mr Mughal warned that the whole
district would be closed down if the trucks were not allowed to bring food items to Chitral through
the tunnel.

Pakistan's Environmental Protection Agency announced this week that it has awarded a US$1.4
billion contract for development of the 720-MW Karot hydroelectric project on the Jhelum River in
the Rawalpindi district of Pakistan, to a group of Pakistani and Chinese investors that includes
China Three Gorges South Asia Investment Ltd. (CTGC). Published information indicates 93% of
the project’s funding is through CTGC and the remaining 7% from Pakistan-based Associated
Technologies (Private) Ltd. The National Transmission and Dispatch Company Ltd. (NTDC) of
Pakistan plan to complete the project by 2020. Karot Power Co. (Private) Ltd. will operate the
run-of-river hydroelectric power plant, which includes an underground powerhouse that will
generate electricity from four 183-MW Francis turbine units. The powerhouse will be located in
the province of Punjab and the Karot Dam, a concrete gravity dam, will be built on the Jhelum
River.

Initially, Pakistan’s Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) planned the scheme, but
the project was privatized and taken over by the Private Power Infrastructure Board (PPIB),
which then subsequently granted operation responsibility to Karot Power Co. (Private) Ltd. PPIB
has authority to "handle" the operation of 12 hydroelectric power projects in Pakistan, according
to the agency. PPIB said the project is expected to generate 3,436 GWh annually and connect to
the government-owned National Grid of Pakistan, which is operated by WAPDA. WAPDA has a
30-year Power Purchase Agreement with NTDC. According to Pakistan’'s 2002 Power
Generation Policy, private sector-developed hydroelectric projects must be developed on the
basis of Build-Own-Operate-Transfer. In this case, NTDC must transfer to the government of
Pakistan, free of charge, the Karot hydroelectric project after operating it for 30 years.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor Sardar Mahtab Ahmad Khan on Tuesday directed
the relevant officials to take all possible steps to ensure rehabilitation of highways and
completion of development work in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas on fast track.“The
region needs to be developed on priority basis to ensure its real progress,” he told a meeting of
the Fata Infrastructure and Works Authority (FIWA) Unit here at the Governor's House.Fata
secretary (planning and development) Mohammad Tariq, former Khyber Pakhtunkhwa secretary
(communication and works), Engineer Habib Ali, former PDA director (technical), engineer Afzal
Shah, principal secretary to the governor Dr Mohammad Fakhre Alam and relevant officials from
Fata Secretariat attended the meeting. A detailed briefing was given to the governor on the
ongoing development schemes and rehabilitation of highways in the region, said a handout
issued here.The governor said restoration of peace, development of infrastructure and
rehabilitation of people in Fata was the federal government’s top most priority.He said solid steps
had been taken to bring Fata into the mainstream to end underdevelopment and backwardness
of the tribesmen.Sardar Mahtab said the federal government was aware of the tribesmen’s
difficulties and problems and therefore, efforts were being made at all levels to their resolution to
end a sense of deprivation prevailing among local population.

ISLAMABAD: Refusal of polio vaccination to children declined in the country this year, an
encouraging development but not significant enough to raise hopes for quick eradication of the
crippling disease.Data available by Dawn says that 36,510 parents refused the vaccine in
February compared with 54,061 in January.Greatest resistance to the national immunisation
campaigns was observed in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa - where almost 26,000 parents refused the
vaccine in February — and the least in Punjab, 798. Corresponding figure for Balochistan was
4,800, Sindh 4,342 and Fata 635.Many of them could have been persisting in their refusal.
However slightly, the refusals sadly increased in Punjab and Fata.What could be worrying is the
number of children missed during the February campaign because they were not at home -
155,846 in Punjab, 85,844 in Sindh, 62,795 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 15,764 in Fata and 14,466
in Balochistan.Together twice more children were missed in February than in January.

This situation prompted Prime Minister’'s Focal Person for Polio Eradication Ayesha Raza Farooq
to ask the provincial and Fata authorities to redouble their efforts to convert the refusals into
acceptance and reach the missed ones.A Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) communicated
to them instructs that vaccination teams should record the address, phone number of children in
the household refusing the vaccine for the area in-charge to visit them the same day, along with
Partners’ communications staff wherever available, to win over the family.

If they fail in the effort, the district administration has to be taken on board for pursuing the
refusing family during the next campaign.lt has been a practice that a two-day catch-up
campaign follows the three-day immunisation campaigns.Manager of the National Expanded
Programme on Immunisation (EPI) Dr Rana Mohammad Safdar told Dawn that all the attention
is now on the refusals and missing children as they can spread the dreaded polio virus.“We will
ensure that not a single child is missed,” he said. “In the case of refusals, social and
administrative influence will be used to vaccinate children.”Things have started improving since
2014 when 43 per cent children were vaccinated and the effort during 2015 is to cover 63 per
cent of the children who initially refused the vaccination.

ISLAMABAD: A team of SNGPL, FIA and police severed an illegal gas connection in Dhoke
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Awan on Tuesday.An engineer of Sui Northern Gas Pipeline (SNGPL), Mohammad Shahzad,
told Dawn that a team spotted an illegal connection providing gas to around 250 houses.The
official said on an average each house consumed gas worth Rs500 in summer and Rs1,500
during winter.At one stage, the residents of area put up resistance to the raiding party, but the
situation was defused, he added.A case was also registered with FIA under PPC 462C.Inspector
Afzal Niazi told Dawn the prime accused were the beneficiaries of the gas connection, which
caused over Rs10million per month loss to the exchequer.He said investigations were in
progress.

In the World Bank’s board that thrives on consensus, the United States took the unusual step
of voting against The International Finance Corporation’s (IFC) investment in the 108 MW Gulpur
hydropower project on Pakistan’s Poonch River. Calling the methodology to assess the project’s
environmental impacts “fundamentally flawed,” the US cited IFC for breaching its own rules by
failing to ensure sufficient downstream flows to sustain endangered fish species (see more
below). The IFC is the World Bank arm that lends to private companies. While not enough to
block the project, the US’s “No” vote is consistent with new legislation mandating that that the US
only support large dam projects that meet key criteria, including sustainability of downstream
ecosystems and demonstrated public support. The US in the midst of a process setting out how
the legislation will apply to new large dam projects that enter the pipeline in development banks,
among them the World Bank-led Fomi Dam that would jeopardize the lifeline for over 1 million
people in Mali.

These rules are critical for ensuring that the potential negative impacts of large dams on the
environment are thoroughly considered and the rights of communities are respected. The US
Treasury’s leadership on this is timely and welcome, coming at a time when the World Bank is
once again ramping up lending for destructive dams, and we hope these new rules will serve as
a catalyst for broader change at the development banks and beyond. In violation of its policies,
the IFC ignored its own analysis on the downstream releases necessary to sustain endangered
fish species. By opting to restrict ecological flows in a bid to maximize profitability, the IFC is all
but assuring the species’ demise. As the US position notes: “Located on a river considered to be
the endangered [fish species] Mahaseer’s ‘last resort,” this project would block its migration to
important breeding habitat ...This project also would inundate the breeding habitat of the
critically endangered Kashmir catfish...and selects a level of minimum environmental flow that is
insufficient to protect them.”

The IFC claimed that the project would result in a net gain to these endangered fish species.
However, it claims this net gain not against current numbers, as its policies require, but rather
against future predictions in which fish populations would plummet due to factors such as
overfishing and mining. The US statement notes: “Replacing a ‘current’ baseline with a
‘dynamic’ baseline that is based on various hypotheses about future actions and inactions invites
‘loading the dice,” and erodes the fundamental requirement that it be demonstrated that the
project will not result in harm.” This “sets an unacceptable precedent for IFC engagement in
areas of critical habitat” and, “in sum, the United States believes this project... does not strike the
right balance between economic development and environmental preservation.” As is too often
the case in hydropower projects, the IFC bent over backwards — and in this case broke its own
rules — to downplay the environmental harm for a project that, at an estimated $365 million,
would prove too costly to justify if it didn’t cut corners.

Ambassador of Tajikistan Sherali S Jononov has said that Pakistan is to get 1000MW energy
under CASA1000 project in 2017 and Tajikistan has the potential to provide 1000MW extra to
Pakistan on cheaper rates, he added. He said his country was eager to enhance bilateral trade
ties with Pakistan. He said Pakistani kinno, mango and textile could get huge response in Tajik
market but Pakistani business community needed to be more active to get their share. He was
exchanging views with President Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (RCCI) Syed
Asad Mashadi during his visit to Chamber on Tuesday. Senior Vice President Mian Humayun
Parvez, members’ executive committee and other member of the chamber were also present on
the occasion.

The ambassador said that transportation issues would be resolved soon and after the completion
of Gwader Port it would be easy for both the countries to get access to each other's market. He
said the embassy had sent a request to the ministry of commerce for establishment of Pak-Tajik
trade forum and hope they would get positive response soon. He urged the Pakistani business
community to actively participate in expos and fairs in Tajikistan to introduce Pakistani products
there. He ensured his cooperation in t his regard.

Speaking on the occasion, President RCCI Syed Asad Mashadi said that both the countries must
enhance relations in other sectors beside energy. He said that current trade volume between two
the countries was mere $9 million and it was far behind the potential both the countries had to
enhance bilateral trade relations.

He stressed the need to improve road and air link between two states and also highlighted the
importance of direct interaction of the business community of two countries. He said Pakistan
could be a gateway to Central Asia for trade and commerce. Similarly, he said, Central Asian
states including Tajikistan could be a very strong market for Pakistan with immense opportunities
to boost trade.

QUETTA: The second phase of polio eradication campaign could not be launched in Quetta,
Zhob and Sherani districts on Monday because of inadequate security arrangements by the
Balochistan government. The health department refused to send staff and volunteers to take part
in the campaign without full security arrangements in the districts."We cannot launch the
campaign until the required security is arranged,” an official of the department said, adding that it
would be launched after the security arrangements was made.
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However, the second phase of the campaign was launched in Nasirabad, Jaffarabad, Jhal Magsi
and 33 high-risk union councils of Pishin and Qila Abdullah districts amid tight security.“Health
teams are visiting houses to administer vaccination drops to children under age of five,” an
official of the department said.“Heavy contingents of security personnel are providing security to
the polio staff and volunteers in these districts,” sources said.

Quetta, Zhob and Sherani require extra security arrangements because incidents of killing of
polio workers have taken place there in the past. Four polio workers, including three women,
were gunned down and three others injured on Nov 27 near the Eastern Bypass.A polio worker
and a driver were killed along with two Levies men in Zhob after kidnapping. Only one polio case
has been reported in the province this year.The Balochistan government is taking steps with the
help of the World Health Organisation and Unicef to eradicate the disease.

A LT ET MR AT W T [ NIl QUETTA: A woman and her two children were killed and three children suffered burn injuries in

: two explosions caused by gas leak in Marriabad area on Monday.Police said gas accumulated in
) el Gl ) G two houses in Nasirabad and Nadirabad localities of Marriabad area and caused huge blasts.
leakage The deaths were reported from a Nasirabad house where a woman tried to light a gas heater,
Daily Dawn, March 3,2015 causing the blast. She along with her two children died, police said. The other blast occurred in a

house at Nadirabad, injuring three children. The two houses were partially damaged and
windowpanes of nearby buildings smashed by the impact of the blasts. Police shifted the injured
to the Benazir Bhutto Shaheed Hospital in Marriabad area. Personnel of bomb disposal squad
collected evidence from the two places and confirmed that the gas leak had caused the
explosions. However, residents of the area claimed it was a rocket attack. They said rockets fired
from an unknown destination had hit the houses.“How can two blasts of the same nature occur in
two houses at the same time,” asked Rehmatullah, a resident of the area.

O[T R T G RN RV T 8 ISLAMABAD: National University of Modern Languages (Numl) has increased fees in the name

: of ‘developmental charges’. According to sources in the university, last semester the fees for
adgquate explanation Masters programmes were Rs. 22, 500 per semester which, were raised to Rs24, 500.There was
Daily Dawn, March 2,2015 a general idea among students that the fees have been increased because of additional security
arrangements.

According to the fee bill, Rs2, 000 have been added to the fees under the heading of
development charges.“As we do not understand what the university means by development
charges, we think, the university is charging us for enhanced security,” said a student, requesting
to not be named.“We don’t understand why we have to pay for either development or security,”
said another student. Sources at the university said following the Peshawar school attack, the
university remained closed for a month and the university saved a lot of money during this time.
For one month, transportation, utilities and cost of running generators were saved, they
said.“There is no justification for these development charges being added to the fees,” said an
employee of the university, who requested not to be named.
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PARENTS REFUSAL OF POLIO VACCINATION TO CHILDREN
February, 2015

ISLAMABAD: Refusal of polio vaccination to children declined in the country >
this year, an encouraging development but not significant enough to raise
hopes for quick eradication of the crippling disease.

Data available by Dawn says that 36,510 parents refused the vaccine in
February compared with 54,061 in January.

Greatest resistance to the national immunisation campaigns was observed in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa - where almost 26,000 parents refused the vaccine in
February — and the least in Punjab, 798,

Corresponding figure for Balochistan was 4,800, Sindh 4,342 and Fata 635.
Many of them could have been persisting in their refusal. However slightly,

T

the refusals sadly increased in Punjab and Fata.
What could be worrying is the number of children missed during the February
campaign because they were not at home - 155,846 in Punjab, 85,844 in
Sindh, 62,795 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 15,764 in Fata and 14466 in
Balochistan.

‘Together twice more children were missed in February than in January.

This situation prompted Prime Minister's Focal Person for Polio Eradication
Ayesha Raza Farooq to ask the provincial and Fata authorities to redouble
their efforts to convert the refusals into acceptance and reach the missed

300N

18
3

A Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) communicated to them instructs that
vaccination teams should record the address, phone number of children in
the household refusing the vaccine for the area in-charge to visit them the
same day, along with Partners' communications staff wherever available, to
win over the family.

If they fail in the effort, the district administration has to be taken on board for
pursuing the refusing family during the next campaign.

It has been a practice hat a two-day catch-up campaign follows the three-
day immunisation campaigns.

Manager of the National Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI) Dr
Rana Mohammad Safdar told Dawn that all the attention is now on the
refusals and missing children s they can spread the dreaded polio virus.
“We will ensure that not a single child is missed,” he said. “In the case of
refusals, social and administrative influence will be used to vaccinate
children.”

Things have started improving since 2014 when 43 per cent children were
vaccinated and the effort during 2015 is to cover 63 per cent of the children
who initially refused the vaccination
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