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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES

Frightening tremors:
Midnight quake jolts city,
wakes up people

Express Tribune,December27 2015

Anti-dengue depts ordered
to maintain SOPs
The News,December27 2015

No major damage reported
after strong earth quake:

NDMA head
ThenewstribeDecember26, 2015

6.2 magnitude earthquake
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DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: Many in Islamabad and Rawalpindi spent a sleepless night after an earthquake,
measuring 6.9 on the Richter scale, jolted the twin cities and other parts of northern Pakistan.

Residents rushed out of the buildings as the powerful tremors were felt at 12:17am on Saturday. At
least one person was killed and dozens injured in the earthquake in Gilgit-Baltistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. No casualty or damages were reported from the twin cities.

The frequent occurrence of earthquakes in recent months has frightened the residents as the
dreadful memories of 2005 earthquake are still fresh in their memory. A 7.2-magnitude quake on
October 26, 2015, resulted in 279 deaths in the country. Over 1,900 were injured in the quake-
related incidents, mostly in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit-Baltistan, according to the National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA).

According to National Seismic Centre of Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD), the epicenter
of Saturday’s earthquake was in the Afghanistan-Tajikistan border region and its depth was 197
km. The jolts were felt in Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Bagh, Muzaffarabad, Rawalakot along with most
parts of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. The tremors woke up residents in chilling cold. Some residents
remained outside their homes in dry and chilly weather conditions, fearing aftershocks. Most were
reciting kalma and verses from the Holy Quran.

Magnitude 6.9 or 6.2?

While the PMD reported the quake’s intensity to be 6.9, the US Geological Survey (USGS)
recorded 6.2. This is not the first time the two organisations have given different figures. They also
differed after the October earthquake this year, PMD pultting it at 7.8 magnitude while the USGS
reported 7.5. USGS said the Saturday’s earthquake was centred 51 miles (82 km) southeast of the
town of Faizabad, capital of the Afghan province of Badakhshan and had a depth of 203 km, rather
than 197 km as reported by the PMD.However, any earthquake measuring 6.2 or above on the
Richter scale is considered strong and can cause severe damage. With harsh winter weather
setting in, any widespread destruction of buildings and houses would create severe hardship.

PMD sources told The Express Tribune that Pakistan’s Seismic Centre has a fully computerised
system and there is no human intervention in it and it is also located closer to the epicentre than
other seismic centres including the USGS.“Our seismic data is providing added seismic data to our
computing system, whereas this data is not available to other seismic centres including USGS,” a
PMD official said.“Technically speaking, Pakistan’s seismic data should be more credible and
reliable than data of other global centres,” PMD’s former director general Dr Qamar Zaman
Chaudhry said.

LAHORE: Provincial Minister for Labour & Human Resource Raja Ashfaq Sarwar has directed the
heads of all the concerned departments of anti-dengue campaign that the shortage of human
resource should be met for controlling dengue according to the SOPs during the off-season in
Rawalpindi.

He said strict action should be taken against dengue staff remaining absent from duty besides
training, indoor and outdoor surveillance, monitoring of field staff, recruitment of sanitary patrol,
setting equipment and machinery in working order, unavailability of medicines and chemicals
should also be ensured so that all the arrangements with regard to anti-dengue should be
completed in Rawalpindi before the start of dengue season.

He issued these instructions while presiding over a weekly dengue control review meeting at the
Commissioner Office Rawalpindi. Acting Commissioner Rawalpindi Sajid Zafar Dal, Raja Hanif
Advocate MPA, Raja Attiq Sarwar, ADCG Imran Qureshi, Administrator Potohar Town Arif Rahim,
Assistant Commissioner Tasneem Ali Khan, Dr. Sataish and heads of concerned departments
attended the meeting.

Raja Ashfaq Sarwar said all the concerned departments should evolve an anti-dengue plan and
make their performance coordinated so that this disease could be eradicated timely. He said
performance of dengue control teams and surveillance staff should be monitored at union council
level and anti-dengue activities should be reviewed daily by supervisory staff. The provincial
minister said besides residential areas, low-lying places at trade centres, under construction
buildings, junkyards, graveyards and parks should be filed so that water could not accumulate.
Acting Commissioner Rawalpindi Sajid Zafar Dal told the meeting that guiding principles have
been evolved keeping in view the previous results of the campaign and detailed discussion about
the future strategy for controlling dengue in Rawalpindi for which instructions have been issued.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman, National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) Major General Asghar
Nawaz on Saturday has said that no major damage was reported in the result of strong
earthquake.While talking to media in Islamabad, he said the epicenter was located 250 kilometers
from the epicenter of previous earthquake.

On the other side, Director General Met Ghulam Rasool warned, “The threat of aftershocks
remains. The areas severely affected by the previous earthquake, may further be damaged.”Ealier
At least 60 seconds strong earthquake measuring 6.9 on Richter scale has jolted Afghanistan,
Pakistan and India especially Pakistani cities Islamabad, Peshwar, Lahore, Abbottabad and others
on Friday night.Red alert has been issued in KP and Federal capital.

Earthquake jolts of 6.2 magnitude have been felt around Pakistan. "The jolts were felt in Lahore,
Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Peshawar, Azad Kashmir and Northern areas of Pakistan,” media
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reported.The earthquake was also felt in India. According to NDTV, the location of the earthquake
was 81 km southeast of Feyzabad in Afghanistan, as reported by seismological monitors. The US
Geological Survey reported the earthquake had a depth of 203.5 kilometres.Tremors were
reported from Chandigarh, Srinagar, Jaipur, Delhi and the National Capital Region in India.

The Delhi Police tweeted to say there have not been any calls reporting any damage or casualty
as yet. The U.S. Geological Survey said the earthquake, initially reported as magnitude 6.4, was at
a depth of 126.5 miles (203 km) and centered 51 miles (82 km) southeast of the town of Feyzabad,
capital of the Afghan province of Badakhshan.In Pakistan, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government
issued a red alert soon after the earthquake but there was no immediate information about loss of
life or damage to property.

A magnitude 6.2 quake is considered strong and can cause severe damage. There were no
immediate reports of damage or casualties but communications can be slow in the mountainous
region where the quake was centered.

With harsh winter weather setting in, any widespread destruction of buildings and houses would
create severe hardship.Hamid Nawaz, the head of Pakistan's disaster management authority, said
they were still assessing damage. He confirmed that some old homes and walls collapsed in
Peshawar, but he refused to share further details.Some people panicked and ran out of their
homes in New Delhi and other parts of northern India. But there were no immediate reports of
fatalities or major property damage, the Press Trust of India news agency reported.A magnitude-
7.5 quake hit northern Afghanistan and Pakistan on Oct. 26, destroying thousands of houses and
killing more than 300 people.

The earthquake just after midnight on Saturday shook various cities PESHAWAR (Local TV) — A
woman died in Ghizer district after their house collapsed while another 78 were injured in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province after 6.9 magnitude earthquake shook Pakistan just after midnight on
Saturday, Local TV reported. Fresh cracks in historic wall of Gorkhatri Tehsil of Peshawar and in
Begum Shahabuddin School building as result of last night's earthquake have put both sides on
the verge of collapsing once again. The earthquake just after midnight on Saturday shook various
cities including Lahore, Islamabad and Peshawar. At least 43 people were injured in the
earthquake and were discharged after being given the first aid. The 197km deep quake left cracks
in historic wall of Gorkhatri once again. The repair work of the historic wall had been completed
only a year earlier and the cracks have created the risk of fall once again. The earthquake also
damaged old buildings in the city. The building of Government Girls High School Begum
Shahabuddin also suffered further damage as a result. The same building was affected 2 months
ago as well in the earthquake of October. The 6.9 magnitude earthquake left 8 wounded in Hangu
as well. The Pakistan Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) said information from other areas is
also being collected.

PESHAWAR (Local TV) — A woman died in Ghizer district after their house collapsed while another
78 were injured in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province after 6.9 magnitude earthquake shook Pakistan
just after midnight on Saturday, Local TV reported. Fresh cracks in historic wall of Gorkhatri Tehsil
of Peshawar and in Begum Shahabuddin School building as result of last night's earthquake have
put both sides on the verge of collapsing once again. The earthquake just after midnight on
Saturday shook various cities including Lahore, Islamabad and Peshawar. At least 43 people were
injured in the earthquake and were discharged after being given the first aid. The 197km deep
quake left cracks in historic wall of Gorkhatri once again. The repair work of the historic wall had
been completed only a year earlier and the cracks have created the risk of fall once again. The
earthquake also damaged old buildings in the city. The building of Government Girls High School
Begum Shahabuddin also suffered further damage as a result. The same building was affected 2
months ago as well in the earthquake of October. The 6.9 magnitude earthquake left 8 wounded in
Hangu as well. The Pakistan Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) said information from other
areas is also being collected.

AFGHANISTAN / PESHAWAR: A 6.2-magnitude earthquake struck northeast Afghanistan around
midnight near the country’s borders with Pakistan and Tajikistan, causing buildings in Islamabad to
sway and leaving 30 injured in Peshawar.

The earthquake measured a strong 6.2 magnitude on the richter scale according to US Geological
Survey (USGS), however DG Meteorological Department confirmed while speaking to The
Express Tribune that the earthquake measured a magnitude of 6.9; after which an alert was issued
in the province. According to a spokesperson at Peshawar’s Lady Reading Hospital, “around 30
people have been injured so far.” There are further reports of 18 injured in Swat.

The quake, which measured 203.5 kilometres (126 miles) deep, struck about 280 kilometres
northeast of the Afghan capital Kabul at 11:44 pm (1914 GMT), the USGS said on its website. It
caused buildings to sway in Islamabad, an AFP journalist said, and Twitter users as far away as
New Delhi said they felt the quake’s impact.

GILGIT (APP) — A woman was killed and five children were injured when a landslide caused by
Friday night's 6.9 magnitude earthquake hit their house in Ghizer district of Gilgit-Baltistan.The
injured have been shifted to Gupis civil hospital.Traffic between Gilgit-Rawalpindi on Karakoram
Highway was also blocked due to landslide at Harban Nallah in Kohistan.

Media reports suggest that at least fifty people were injured in earthquake related incidents in
different parts of country. Damages to several houses in KPK and Balochistan were also recorded.

Small farmers, wageworkers and tenants in rural areas are the worst hit, prone to disasters due to
climate change, according to a study report shared at a roundtable in Islamabad the other day.

They are in dire need of measures to rebuild and create resilience to respond to disaster, it added.
The study suggested that private sector can play a vital role in helping communities in building
National z

Journalists
Forum




2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

Daily Pakistan,December25, 2015

Climate Awards 2015 help
raise environmental

awareness
ExpressTribune,December25, 2015

Solid waste management:
key to avoid dengue fever

outbreak in future
The News,December25, 2015

National
Journalists
Forum

¢

resilience and in creating a win-win situation through establishing a reliable and sustainable value
chain.The roundtable was organised by Oxfam-Novib in collaboration with Indus Consortium on
private sector role and launch of the “Resilience Scoping Study”, according to a press release.The
participants from media, academia, research institutes, civil society organisations, private and
public sectors stressed the need for engaging private sector in mitigation and disaster
management.

The study findings mention lack of awareness about impacts of disaster and climate change on
their business.The participants also stressed the need for strategic partnership between
disadvantaged communities and companies for resilient supply chain.Sharing key findings of the
study, Sabina Ahmed identified challenges and difficulties for small farmers and disadvantaged
communities regarding climate calamites and impact of extreme weather conditions on their lives.

Pakistan being an agro-based economy makes it extremely vulnerable to effects of climate
change, said Ahmed. She said the country was at risk of natural disasters like cyclones, floods,
landslides, earthquake and droughts.The study explores current situation as well as potential for
private sector resilience in selected value chains in Punjab and Sindh, she added.

They said that companies have an important role in building resilience not only because it
threatens their core operations but also because it provides market opportunities for profit making.
However, there is a lack of understanding and research on how private sector can and should be
an integral part of these efforts, speakers added.

KARACHI: “The world [environment] | have seen, my children have not seen. Over the years, |
saw birds disappearing and trees being cut,” said Sindh Assembly’s lawmaker Mehtab Akbar
Rashdi

Speaking at the Climate Awards 2015, the Sindh Environment Protection Agency (EPA) director-
general, Rashdi, highlighted how the environmental issues are not given priority by either the
government or media. “But it [environmental degradation] is a reality. It is affecting our future and
even the future of our children. We have entered into a danger zone,” she said. The Climate
Awards 2015 ceremony was organised by the Friends of Indus Forum (FIF) in collaboration with
the World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan’s (WWF-Pakistan) Building Capacity on Climate Change
Adaptation in Coastal Areas of Pakistan (CCAP) at Marriot Hotel on Wednesday.Environment is a
multidimensional phenomenon, so all its aspects need to be equally focused on, including water,
forest, flora and fauna, wildlife and other areas, said senior journalist Nasir Ajiz while speaking at
the event. Sharing her experience of establishing EPA’s building in Korangi and disseminating
environment-related information among the masses, Rashdi said that former Sindh chief minister
Jam Sadique provided land for the EPA and provided a budget for it, at a time when the
environment sector was given the least priority by the government officials.

Sindh has great potential for ecotourism which needs to be promoted, said former Sindh culture
and tourism department secretary, Shams Jafrani. “Due to mismanagement and bad governance,
Sindh has lost rich forests and wetlands.”The forest land is commonly used for growing agricultural
produce, he claimed. If this trend is not regulated, the province will lose its remaining forests, he
pointed out.

Commercialisation has played a pivotal role in the degradation of the environment, said writer and
researcher Noor Ahmed Janjhi. The incessant focus on profits has disturbed the balance of our
ecosystem, he added. “These [environment] issues need to be highlighted more often,” stressed
Manzoor Solangi, a journalist. He said that least attention is given to issues related to the
environment. “Our environment is severely affected by capitalistic activities.”

Role of media

Environment and climate change can be made a mainstream issue through media, said FIF
general secretary Nasir Ali Panhwar. There are some individual journalists who are highlighting
environmental issues due to their personal interest in the topic, he claimed. Such journalists should
be encouraged, he added.

Journalists can play a major role in sensitising the policy-makers and communities, said
Jafrani.Environmental journalists from Karachi, Tharparkar, Hyderabad and other cities were given
awards for their contribution in highlighting environment issues.

ISLAMABAD: The eggs laid down by mosquitoes ‘aedes aegypti’ and ‘aedes albopictus’, the
vectors for dengue fever, could not be checked from hatching after three months or so and if we
want to avoid dengue fever outbreak in future, it is time to take special measures for not giving
eggs favourable conditions to survive.

It is time to remove heaps of garbage and unnecessary water accumulations properly from the
region to safeguard population from a more severe dengue fever outbreak that would be with more
chances of hemorrhagic manifestations as the disease is expected to re-appear in the months from
August to November in 2016.

The mosquitoes’ eggs do not need a huge quantity of water for keeping them alive as even a little
moist is sufficient to keep them hatch-able for months. That is why it is believed that solid waste
management is a key to avoid dengue fever outbreak.District Health Officer Islamabad Dr.
Muhammad Najeeb Durrani who is an epidemiologist expressed this while talking to ‘The News’ on
Thursday on what is needed to be done during the off season for prevention and control of dengue
fever in the year 2016. He said the heaps of garbage and water accumulation in outdoor
environment and moist places inside homes and offices would turn out to be potential breeding
sites for breeding of mosquitoes’ larvae after rains in March as the eggs would be hatched on
finding favourable temperature.

It is important that the containers placed by the concerned government authorities in the twin cities
of Islamabad and Rawalpindi may also serve as ideal places for mosquitoes for laying down eggs
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as under these containers and on their surfaces, there remains moist round the year.

Dr. Durrani said that to remove eggs from the containers containing water and waste both inside
homes and in outdoor environment, their surfaces should be scrubbed and dry properly at least
after every week.It is important that during the peak season for transmission of dengue fever from
August to November, the concerned authorities in both the federal and the provincial governments
elaborate a lot to prevent outbreak in future but practically a lot is yet to be done for the purpose as
one can easily witness heaps of garbage in almost all localities of the region.

When asked, Dr. Durrani said stopping eggs of mosquitoes from hatching should be top priority of
both the government authorities and individuals to check possible outbreak of the infection in
2016.1t is much difficult to check spread of dengue fever after breeding of larvae of ‘aedes’
mosquitoes and the off season is the most suitable time to work for checking hatching of
mosquitoes’ eggs and breeding of larvae, said Dr. Durrani.

ISLAMABAD: Environmental issues hold back actualisation of South Asia’s potential for growth,
the federal minister for climate change, Zahid Hamid, said at the launch of the weekly
environmental news bulletin of the South Asia Cooperative Environment Programme (SACEP) on
Wednesday.

“Although awareness of environmental issues has increased in the last few years, there is still a lot
to be done to add to public knowledge, particularly in South Asian countries like Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Nepal and India, where environmental degradation is highest and is blocked efforts aimed
at achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),” Mr Hamid said.Pakistan is currently the
chair of the SACEP governing council. The launch of the SACEP bulletin was held at the climate
change ministry, and was attended by representatives of various government and non-government
organisations.

Mr Hamid told the audience that environmental awareness campaigns had been most successful
when they targeted specific groups or populations. He suggested that developing countries in
South Asia use print, broadcast and social media to raise awareness of environmental issues and
possible research based solutions. The minister said the media, government agencies, NGOs and
educational institutions could help spread such messages by holding press briefings, issuing press
releases and setting up online databases that could be used as information centres.

He said that information centres would be an effective tool for education both the public and
journalists about environmental concerns.“It is in this context that the SACEP Weekly News
Bulletin being launched today is an important initiative. This bulletin will not only be an excellent
medium for dissemination of information and sharing of knowledge, but will also facilitate
connectivity and interaction amongst the regional environmental institutions.“l hope that the news
bulletin will also help motivate youth and young environmental professionals for the promotion of
sustainable development and conservation and management of national resources,” he said.

Mr Hamid suggested that SACEP member countries synergise their efforts to make the
programme an exemplary one.“Pakistan is committed to this objective. We appreciate the role of
the Government of Sri Lanka in supporting the programme and hosting the head office in
Colombo,” he added.Sri Lankan ambassador Wijeyanthi Edirisinghe said it was imperative for
South Asian countries to adopt a regional approach and strengthen their efforts and cooperation
through bodies like SACEP, to focus on options that could address common environmental and
climate change related challenges.Climate Change secretary Arif Ahmed Khan identified some of
these common issues as: biodiversity loss, water and air pollution, inadequate waste management,
degradation of marine and river resources.SACEP director general Mohammad Khursheed
discussed the key aims and objectives of the SACEP news bulletin. He said the bulletin aims to
boost awareness among people, students and the media, regarding environmental issues and
possible solutions for South Asian countries.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif directed on Thursday the provincial governments to
put in place the requisite policy and operational framework to ensure a safer environment for
children to prevent recurrence of Kasur-like incidents.According to a statement, provincial chief
secretaries have been directed to ensure implementation of the recommendations made by the
National Commission for Human Rights Pakistan (NCHRP).In the wake of Kasur scandal, the
NCHRP has undertaken a detailed analysis of incidents of child abuse and exploitation.The
commission has recommended the provincial governments to devise a district-level plan of action,
while LEAs and social welfare departments should be sensitised about the matters. A public
awareness campaign is in collaboration with relevant stakeholders has also been suggested.

Chakdara:Assistant Commissioner Tehsil Adenzai Dir Lower District Zahid Pervez Warriach
Wednesday said that compensation payment process to the people hit by the October 26 last
earthquake in Dir Lower District has been completed one month before time. Talking to APP here
at his office he said the kin of those died in the devastating earthquake were made compensation
payment in four days time after the quake while those critically injured were given cash payment
within seven days time.

He said it was made possible due to the quick and prompt response to the natural calamity by the
federal government and the relevant agencies dealing with natural calamities in emergencies. In
reply to a question, Warriach said, cash compensation has also been made to the owners of the
houses for their fully and partially damaged houses in tehsil Adenzai and other parts of the district
Dir lower. Rs.189.4 million payments have been made to the owners of the houses for
reconstruction of their damaged houses.

“Now there is nothing outstanding against teshil administration with respect to payment of relief
compensation in Dir lower District”, he maintained. In tehsil Adenzai, a total of 289 houses were
fully damaged and 1316 partially damaged.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change, Zahid Hamid, said that awareness-raising at
all levels is vital to coping with environmental issues for achieving sustainable socio-economic
development goals.“Although awareness of environmental issues has increased in the last few
years, there is still a lot of work to be done to increase public awareness, particularly in South
Asian countries like Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal and India, where environmental degradation is at
its height and is blocking the efforts aimed at achieving sustainable development goals,” he said
during his keynote address at the launching ceremony of the weekly environmental news bulletin
of South Asia Cooperative Environment Programme (SACEP).

The important ceremony was held here in the Ministry of Climate Change on Wednesday and was
attended by representatives of different government and non-governmental organisations and
media.Pakistan is currently the Chair of the Governing Council of SACEP and about 2 years ago,
on the 5th December, 2013 to be exact, | had the honour and privilege of chairing the 13th Meeting
of the Governing Council here in Islamabad. On that occasion, Mr. Thoriqg Ibrahim, Minister for
Maldives, HRH Prince Mostapha Zaher from Afghanistan were present.

Like Sri Lanka and the other countries who are members of SACEP (namely Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives and Nepal).The minster he told the participants that
environmental awareness campaigns are most successful when targeted to specific groups or
populations.“Many people don’t pay much attention to environmental problems because they don’t
understand how the problem would affect them or their lifestyle. Showing people how much money
they could save by purchasing a hybrid or installing a solar panel has helped to “convert” people
who normally wouldn’t have paid much attention to environmental problems,” Zahid Hamid
highlighted.

He suggested that in South Asian developing countries, the use of print, broadcast, and social
media could be a great way to increase education and awareness about environmental issues and
their possible research-based solutions.The minister further said by working with the media,
government agencies, nonprofit organizations, educational institutions could help spread their
message, either by holding press briefings, issuing printed press releases, or even setting up
online databases that can be used as information centers. For, information centers would be
effective tools to educate both the public and journalists about environmental concerns.

“Itis in this context that the SACEP Weekly News Bulletin being launched today is a very welcome
initiative. This Bulletin will not only be an excellent medium for dissemination of information and
sharing of knowledge, but will also facilitate connectivity and inter-action amongst the regional
environmental institutions. | hope that the News Bulletin will also help motivate youth and young
environmental professionals for the promotion of sustainable development and conservation and
management of national resources,” he said.The Minister suggested that All member countries of
SACEP should synergize their efforts to make it an exemplary robust programme of the region.
Pakistan is committed to this objective. We appreciate the role of the Government of Sri Lanka in
supporting the programme and hosting the Head Office in Colombo.

The Ambassador of the Sri Lankan High Commission, Ms. Wijeyanthi Edirisinghe, also spoke at
the event.

She said that it was extremely important that for the South Asian regional countries to adopt a
regional approach and strengthen intra-regional cooperation and efforts through bodies such as
SACEP to focus on various options and instruments that can be adopted to address these
common environmental and climate change challenges.Addressing the event, Climate Chagne
Secretary Arif Ahmed Khan said that biodiversity loss, water and air pollution, inadequate waste
management, degradation of marine and river resources and now climate change are serious
common environmental issues that call for common regional approach to deal with these common
issues.

“These issues are holding back actualization of great economic growth and sustainable
development potential in the region, which can help pull out millions from the poverty trap and deal
with health, hunger, malnutrition and other environmental issues,” he highlighted.Arif Ahmed Khan
stressed that educating people through mass awareness campaigns at all levels, particularly
educational institutions and media could effectively help address these common environmental
changes being faced by the densely populated South Asia, which is home to over 1.6 billion
people.

Director-General of SACEP, Dr. Muhamamd Khursheed spoke on the key aims and objectives of
the weekly environmental news bulletin of South Asia Cooperative Environment Programme
(SACEP).He told the participant that publishing the weekly news bulletin aims to boost awareness
among people, students and media about environmental issues and possible solutions being
applied in the South Asian regional countries.

The news bulletin would also highlight research and new technologies being used in the regional
countries for addressing common environmental challenges regarding water, waste management,
marine, air and water pollution, etc.He said that thousands have already registered online, who will
receive copy of the news bulletin through emails weekly.

LAHORE: Punjab University’s Institute of Agricultural Sciences (IAGS) conducted a workshop on
“Dengue Management” as well as a walk to expedite awareness efforts against the mosquito.

On the occasion, Faculty of Life Sciences Dean Dr Javed Igbal Qazi, Office of Research,
Innovation and Commercialisation (ORIC) Director Dr Aamir ljaz, Punjab Research & Development
Cell (Dengue) Head Dr Waseem Akram, Punjab General Health Additional Director Dr Islam Zafar,
IAGS Director Dr Muhammad Saleem Haider, Centre of Excellence in Molecular Biology (CEMB)
representative Dr Idrees Khan, University of Agriculture Faisalabad (UAF) representative Dr
Shahid Majeed, King Edward Medical University (KEMU)representative Dr Somia Igtedar and
Lahore College for Women University (LCWU) representative Dr Farkhanda Manzoor were
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present.

The guest speakers discussed about the dengue management and preventive measures. In his
speech, Dr Saleem said that IAGS would conduct a series of such workshops on dengue
awareness in future. The guest of honours appreciated the efforts of Prof Dr Saleem Haider for
arranging such a fruitful workshop. Later, ‘Dengue Awareness Walk’ was also arranged.

Meanwhile, PU has awarded five PhD degrees to the scholars: Farsia Hussain D/o Muhammad
Hussain in the subject of Mathematics after approval of her thesis entitled “Shape Preserving
Trigonometric Spline Curves and Surfaces for Computer Graphics”, Munaza Ishaq D/o Muhammad
Ishaq Javeed in the subject of Mathematics after approval of her thesis entitled “Interactive Shape
Designing Using Spline Interpolations”, Uzma Zarin Nazia D/o Ch Muhammad Safdar in the
subject of Persian after approval of her thesis entitled “Analytical Review of Persian Na’'at in the
Sub-Continent (From 1857 — up till now”, Abdur Rahim Aamar S/o Muhammad Siddique in the
subject of Kashmiryat after approval of his thesis entitled “The Kashmir Issue and Plea of Pakistan”
and Zill-e-Huma Aftab D/o Kh Aftab Khan in the subject of Agricultural Sciences after approval of
her thesis entitled “Purification and Characterisation of Laccase from Some Wood Rotting Fungi”.

The PU Examinations Department has declared the results of MA Philosophy Part-l annual
examination 2015 and MSc Mathematics Part-Il annual examination 2015.

The Punjab government has released Rs 100 million for repair and rehabilitation of 203 schools
affected by flood in the district. Talking to the media on Thursday, Executive Officer Finance and
Planning Tariq Lak said that repair and rehabilitation schemes for 203 flood affected schools had
been approved and now the funds had also been released.

He said that the 203 schools included 55 in Tehsil Jhang, 70 in Tehsil Athara Hazari and 78
schools in Tehsil Ahmedpur Sial. He said that work on these schools would be started soon.

LAHORE:Dr Daanish Mustafa, Professor of Geography at Kings College London, spoke on
‘Environment and Water in South Asia,” at the Centre for Governance and Policy, Information
Technology University (ITU) on Tuesday.

According to a press release, Dr Mustafa began by exclaiming that there was no such thing as a
standalone ‘environment’. “Livelihoods, health and the environment are all inextricably linked, it is
about life,” he said and criticised the ‘development environment dichotomy’ in the developing
world. “How can people develop without a holistic environment around them,” he asked. Dr
Mustafa questioned the present notion where ‘modernity’ which means technological advances is
now central to any concept of development. He gave the example of the Karez system in
Balochistan which survived for two thousand years but is now being destroyed by the advent of
tube wells and other modern systems. ‘There will be no water in the whole of Balochistan in ten
years”, Dr Daanish Mustafa, who has written extensively on water issues, warned.

The drying up of the Karez's is causing huge social upheaval in Balochistan, with desertification,
breakdown of social capital, community conflict, rural to urban migration and pauperisation. ‘No
wonder Balochistan is in such strife,” Dr Mustafa noted. In the end, Dr Daanish Mustafa said: “We
must change our thinking about water in Pakistan. The Indus system is ecology, not just a water
version of Wapda.”

We must realise that ‘there are real water and security challenges at the sub-national level’ and
that we should not ‘underestimate the importance of culture and social capital realised through
water, he said.

It is appalling that after all this time the government still has not gotten a handle around the dengue
emergency in the country, an emergency that visits us every year. Just today | read a report on
how 69 new cases of dengue have surfaced in Sindh. Dengue is no laughing matter. It is a
sickness that can result in death and is caused by the dengue-carrying mosquito. The government,
both at the Centre and in the provinces, has had ample time to brush up on its management of this
problem, something it is clearly not doing.

Why is it that the government only seems to wake up from its deep slumber when things go from
bad to worse, and when a great number of people fall prey to this debilitating sickness? All action
is taken after the patient count spikes to a worrying degree. Measures should be taken to prevent
the spread of dengue in the first place, not to try and do sweeps of the situation after dengue has
spread. The government needs to get its act together.

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Development Authority (CDA) organised a seminar at Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and Industry to create awareness among business community about pre-
emptive measures for controlling dengue epidemic, said a press release.CDA Director Health
Services Dr Hasan Orooj, while giving a detailed presentation said 2.5 billion were globally at risk
due to dengue, which was a leading cause of death among children in Asia. He said no vaccine
was yet developed and the only cure was to take preventive measures.

He stressed upon the need to take preventive measures, saying that mushroom growth of dengue
carrying mosquitoes could take a heavy toll on economic activities. He also identified tyre shops,
empty plots, urban slums, streams and ponds as their breeding ground.Sharing a sector-wise
analysis, the director said the verified and confirmed dengue positive patients in the capital
reflected that 52 per cent residents belonged to G-Sector. He further mentioned that 64 per cent of
dengue positive patients belonged to low income group.

Dengue proves fatal to only one per cent, as the rest resists the virus with their in-built immune
system, informed Orooj. He also shared that 2900 dengue cases were reported in Rawalpindi this
year, as opposed to 67 in Islamabad.

He said CDA Health Directorate has developed a three-pronged strategy to counter the epidemic,
which comprises of awareness creation, controlling dengue larva and controlling adult dengue
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Rawalpindi:The district health department has claimed to have finalised a comprehensive strategy
to avoid hatching of eggs of mosquito ‘aedes aegypti’, the vector that causes dengue fever, in the
district with a hope to achieve dengue-free status in 2016.

The health department has finalised a plan that would be implemented for at least one-and-a-half
months from January 1, 2016 under which the teams of district health department would work in
the field for eliminating eggs of ‘aedes aegypti’ both from indoor and outdoor environment, said
Executive District Officer (Health) Dr. Arshad Ali Sabir while talking to ‘The News’ on Tuesday.He
said that no case of dengue fever has been reported from the district in the last one week that hints
that the most severe outbreak of the infection in the history of the district has come to an end. “We
have planned a comprehensive strategy to avoid dengue fever outbreak next year and the first
phase of the strategy is being launched from January 1, 2016,” he added.Giving details, he said
the teams of district health department would visit every fourth house in the district in the first
phase in search of eggs of ‘aedes aegypti’. After finding eggs in a house, the teams would visit at
least four houses on each side of the house and the eggs found would be eliminated mechanically,
he said.

The EDO said the teams of health department would check all possible breeding sites in the
houses and would educate public on how to avoid hatching of eggs in the coming months.To a
query, he said shops, under construction buildings, public parks, graveyards and like places would
be taken as outdoor environment and activities there would also be carried out in the first phase for
prevention of hatching of mosquitoes’ eggs.

He said at present, two teams are being given responsibility of eliminating eggs from all houses in
one union council while one team is being deputized for outdoor environment and one for hot spot
in each UC. Each team would comprise of two members, he added.He explained that the teams of
district health department would start surveillance in all 109 union councils and wards of
cantonment boards from January 1 and supervisory staff is also being allocated for checking
performance of the field teams.

The priority of the district health department is to eliminate eggs of dengue fever vector till the
middle of February next year after which another special campaign would be launched for
identification and elimination of larvae of ‘aedes aegypti’, said Dr. Arshad.After a severe outbreak
this year, he said the health department has decided to not to discontinue surveillance activities
against dengue fever until the environment is completely cleared of eggs, adult mosquitoes and
larvae of the ‘aedes aegypti’.

He added that individuals in town did not take preventive measures against spread of dengue fever
as seriously this year as was required that may be because of lack of awareness among public on
various aspects of the infection and that is why the health department would continue awareness
campaign during off season too.

ISLAMABAD: The Chinese government will grant Rs 94 million funds to build additional facilities in
Baffa Tehsil Headquarters hospital and Government Higher Secondary School, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.In this regard, a memorandum of understanding (MoU) was singed between
Earthquake Reconstruction Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA) and Anhui Construction Company.
ERRA acting deputy chairman and Chinese Embassy Economic and Commercial counsellor
witnessed the ceremony. ERRA Acting Deputy Chairman Brigadier Abu Bakr Bajwa thanked China
for Rs 94 million funds to build additional facilities in Baffa hospital and school. He also recalled the
Chinese government and its people strong support after October 8 earthquake.

He said that China has always been on forefront for helping people of Pakistan at the time of
calamity. China was the first country after 2005 earthquake, which provided huge support to
Pakistan in rescue and relief operation.

At the singing ceremony, Chinese Embassy Economic Counsellor Li Shaoton reiterated his
government commitment to continue support for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of quake
affected areas in Khyber Phaktunkhuwa and Azad Kashmir. He said that China government soon
after devastated earthquake played its due role for building two grand facilities in Baffa, Mansehra,
which included fully equipped 40-bed Tehsil Headquarters Hospital with a cost of Rs 412.5 million.
He said the Chinese government also built Higher Secondary School at Baffa, which cost Rs 487.5
million to impart education to 720 students.ERRA acting deputy chairman appreciated the Chinese
government for Rs 94 million aid to carry out additional work, which included waste water
treatment unit, medical waste burning facility at hospital, drainage for the hospital, provision for
voltage stabiliser in hospital and provision for voltage stabilizer in school as well.

ISLAMABAD:Chinese government will give Rs.94 million more funds for the provision of five
additional facilities’ in Baffa Tehsil Headquarters Hospital and Government Higher Secondary
School.

In this regard memorandum of understanding was singed between Earthquake Reconstruction
Rehabilitation Authority and Anhui Construction Company On Behalf Of Chinese.Chinese
Embassy Economic and Commercial Councilor and ERRA representatives were present at the
occasion. MOU was signed by ERRA and Chinese company official while ERRA Acting Deputy
Chairman and Chinese Embassy Economic and Commercial Councilor witnessed the ceremony.

At the occasion Acting Deputy Chairman ERRA Brig. Abu Bakr Bajwa thanked China for Rs.94
million funds to build additional facilities in Baffa hospital and school. He also recalled Chinese
government, its people strong support after 8th October 2005 massive earthquake.He said that
China has always been on forefront for helping people of Pakistan at the time of calamity. In his
remarks, he added that China was the first country during 2005 earthquake which provided huge
support to Pakistan in rescue and relief operation.
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At the singing ceremony Li Shaoton (Embassy Counselor) Economic & Commercial Office
reiterated its government commitment to continue support for the reconstruction and rehabilitation
of earthquake affected areas in Khyber Phaktunkhuwa and Azad Kashmir.He said that China
government soon after devastated earthquake played its due role for building two grand facilities’
in Baffa Mansehra which included fully equipped 40 bedded Tehsil Headquarters Hospital at Baffa
which costs Rs.412.5 million. He added that Chinese government also built government Higher
Secondary School Baffa which cost Rs.487.5 million to impart education for 720 students.Acting
Deputy Chairman ERRA also appreciated Chinese government for Rs. 94 million aid to carry out
additional work i.e. THQ Baffa / GHSS Baffa which include Waste Water Treatment Unit, Medical
Waste Burning Facility (Hospital), Drainage for the hospital, Provision for Voltage Stabilizer in
hospital and provision for Voltage Stabilizer in school.
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DETAILS

SWABI: The passing-out parade of 274 police recruits was held at Police Training School in Shah
Mansoor Police Lines, Swabi on Saturday. The event was attended by DIG Mardan Muhammad
Saeed Khan Wazir, Minister for Health Shahram Khan Tarakai, Swabi Deputy Commissioner
Matiullah Khan, among others. Speaking on the occasion, Tarakai congratulated the recruits and
distributed awards among those who had achieved excellence. He said the government relies on
such competent police officials who give priority to hard work rather than their own personal
interests. “It is because of their hard work the K-P police is the best force across the country,” he
added. According to Shahram, all recruits either have BA or BSc degrees while a number of them
have master's degrees. “An educated police force will undoubtedly discharge their duties in an
efficient manner,” he said. “DIG Wazir has made a commendable effort to develop a merit-based
police force to ensure law and order.” SP Muzammil Khan said the recruits will further be given
more training to enhance their skills.

KARACHI: After a Iull ostensibly arising out of perceived controversy over Rangers’ policing
powers between the Centre and the Sindh Government, the paramilitary force has vowed to
continue the operation with “full force” against target killers, terrorists and other criminal elements.
According to a statement issued by Rangers, it has started conducting targets raids for the arrest
of suspects belonging to banned religious outfits and ‘militant wings’ presumably associated with
the political parties. The paramilitary force claimed on Saturday to have conducted targeted raids
on alleged hideouts of banned outfits and ‘militant wings’ and announced the arrest of six
suspects. “These arrests were made in Bilal Colony, Lyari, al-Falah, Gulistan-i-Jauhar and Gulberg
respectively,” the statement added. The Rangers spokesperson said that the apprehended
suspects belonged to banned militant groups and one of them was an ‘extortionist’ belonging to
‘the militant wing’ of a political party. However, the official declined to name the political party. The
paramilitary force vowed to “continue the operation with full force till arrest of last terrorist, targeted
killer and other criminals”. The Rangers urged the citizens of Karachi to keep strict vigil on
suspicious persons in their surroundings and inform them on Rangers helpline 1101 through phone
or SMS. After much deliberation, the interior ministry gave a 60-day extension in the special
policing powers of Rangers in Sindh, after a meeting at the ministry chaired by Interior Minister
Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan. "The provincial assembly does not reserve the authority to amend the
federal laws," the interior ministry said in a statement.

PESHAWAR: Two suspected militants were killed and five others injured in the early hours of
Saturday, as security forces repulsed a militant attack carried out in Kurram Agency on the Pak-
Afghan border. Unidentified militants initiated the attack on the security forces check-post after
which two militants were killed in retaliatory firing. Five other suspected militants were injured in the
crossfire and were arrested and moved to an unidentified place for further interrogation, officials
said. Officials at Parachanar, headquarters of Kurram Agency, confirmed the clash between
security forces and militants in border region. Earlier, a bomb hidden in a bag ripped through a
crowded bazaar in a mainly Shia area of northwestern tribal region Sunday, killing at least 23
people and wounding more than 30. Kurram Agency is at the frontline of Pakistan’s battle against
an insurgency that began after the US-led invasion of Afghanistan forced Taliban and al Qaeda
militants to flee across the border.

WEB DESK: Pakistan and India have agreed to hold foreign secretary level talks early next year to
finalise the schedule and terms for the resumption of comprehensive dialogue. “Both leaders have
agreed the two countries’ foreign secretaries will meet in Islamabad in the middle of January to
finalise the schedule for resumption of talks,” Advisor to the Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs
Sartaj Aziz said, according to Radio Pakistan. The long-term arch rivals have also expressed
desire to move forward the dialogue process which was at a standstill as relations between the two
soured. The dignitaries from both countries will meet on January 15, 2015 in Islamabad to chalk
out a strategy for carrying forward the engagement under the newly announced Bilateral
Comprehensive Dialogue, The Hindu reported.

The decision comes following Modi’s brief surprise visit to Lahore on Friday, where he stopped on
his way back to New Delhi from Kabul. “Major political parties in Pakistan welcomed the goodwill
visit of the Indian prime minister to Pakistan,” Aziz said, adding that, “major political parties,
including the Pakistan Peoples Party and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, had the consensus on peace
and enhanced people-to-people contacts between the two countries.” Foreign Office
spokesperson Qazi Khalilullah also said that both prime ministers agreed to enhance cooperation
and work together to establish good neighbourly relations.

KARACHI: With a conviction rate as low as 33 per cent, 19 antiterrorism courts in Sindh disposed
of a total of 1,228 cases between January and November 2015, it emerged on Thursday. Over
3,360 cases are still pending trial in the 10 ATCs in Karachi and one each in Hyderabad,
Badin/Naushahro Feroze, Mirpurkhas, Khairpur, Shaheed Benazirabad, Sukkur, Larkana,
Shikarpur and Kashmore/Kandhkot. According to combined data, the 19 ATCs acquitted accused
persons in 818 cases during the 11-month period (from January to November) with the acquittal
rate of around 67 per cent. The courts convicted accused in 410 cases. The Shaheed
Benazirabad-ATC has the lowest conviction rate (0.03pc) while the ATC-I (Karachi) has the
highest conviction rate i.e. 58.5pc. Unlike the law enforcement agencies which time and again
blame poor prosecution for their failure in courts, judicial experts point the accusing finger at
investigation agencies and the provincial government for the abysmal conviction rate. Current and
former prosecutors who spoke to Dawn on the condition of anonymity said that defective and poor
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investigations by law enforcement agencies and the Sindh government'’s failure to implement its
witness protection law were the major causes of such a huge acquittal rate. They said that the
conviction rate could be improved with an effective coordination between prosecutors and
investigation agencies. Also, the induction of law officers/prosecutors in police for supervision of
the investigation of cases would result in getting better results, they suggested.

According to the figures, the 10 ATCs in Karachi decided 757 cases and convicted accused in 275
cases. The remaining nine ATCs in Sindh disposed of 471 cases with 135 conviction orders. The
conviction ratio remained around 36 per cent and 28pc, respectively. According to the figures, the
ATC-I disposed of 82 cases with 48 convictions during the January-November period; ATC-Il 124
cases with 40 convictions; ATC-IIl 57 cases with nine convictions; ATC-IV 50 cases with 18
convictions; ATC-V 100 cases with 45 convictions; ATC-VI 59 cases with 24 convictions; ATC-VII
54 cases with nine convictions, ATC-VIII 83 cases with 37 convictions; ATC-IX 81 cases with 28
convictions and ATC-X decided 67 cases and convicted accused in 17 cases. The Hyderabad-
ATC decided 104 cases with 15 convictions, Badin-ATC 69 cases with 26 convictions; Mirpurkhas-
ATC 13 cases with five convictions; Shaheed Benazirabad-ATC 28 cases with one conviction,
Khairpur-ATC 52 cases with 33 convictions; Sukkur-ATC 51 cases with 16 convictions; Larkana-
ATC 57 cases with 20 convictions; Shikarpur-ATC 57 cases with 14 convictions and
Kashmore/Kandhkot-ATC disposed of 40 cases with five convictions.

75pc cases pending in Karachi ATCs

The antiterrorism courts were established under the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 for speedy trial of
cases pertaining to terrorism, sectarian killing, extortion and kidnapping for ransom. Section 19 (7)
of the ATA said the court shall proceed with the trial on a day-to-day basis and shall decide it
within seven days. Similarly, Section 13 (2) of the same law stated that one case at a time shall be
assigned to a court. However, a big backlog of cases is one of the main reasons behind the
inordinate delay in their disposal as the overburdened ATCs are unable to decide the cases within
the stipulated period as some decades-old cases are still the list of pending cases. Seventy-five
per cent (2,540) of the total 3,366 cases, which are still waiting to meet the ends of justice before
the ATCs of Sindh, are pending trial in Karachi ATCs. According to the statistics, the number of
pending cases on Nov 30 in ATC-l is 259; ATC-II (300), ATC-IIl (305), ATC-IV (259), ATC-V (267),
ATC-VI (208), ATC-VII (101), ATC-VIII (262), ATC-IX (237) and 273 cases are pending before
ATC-X. Similarly, 156 cases are still pending at Hyderabad-ATC, 94 in Badin, 19 in Mirpurkhas, 31
in Shaheed Benazirabad, 252 in Khairpur, 157 in Sukkar, 22 in Larkana, 72 in Shikarpur and 20
cases are waiting for disposal at Kashmore/Kandhkot-ATC.

ISLAMABAD: The federal government spent around Rs9 billion on paramilitary Rangers in Sindh
during the current fiscal year — while the Sindh government allocated Rs2.44 billion in the
provincial budget, including Rs1.69bn as ‘payment for internal security duty allowance’. The interior
minister, released on Wednesday, details of operational expenditures on Rangers in Sindh. It says
the federal government paid Rs7.64bn to Rangers in 2013-14, followed by Rs8.51bn in 2014-15.
The budget documents of 2015-16 show that employee-related expenditures of the paramilitary
force in Sindh were Rs9bn for the current fiscal year. These include salaries of personnel
amounting to Rs3.46bn, with Rs182.37 million of officers and Rs3.28bn of ‘other staff’. Allowances
of officers and other staff amounted to Rs5.59bn. The other main heads are Rs344m; operating
expenditures, Rs40m; pensions, Rs18m; subsidies and grants, Rs174m; IT equipments, furniture,
buildings, transport etc, and Rs40.9m; repairs and maintenance. Pakistan People’s Party Senator
Farhatullah Babar criticised the minister’'s statements. He said: “On the logic that since the federal
government pays salaries of the Rangers it has the right to determine its role is preposterous and
perverted logic.” He said that it was the logic of a colonial mindset, as if saying that since the
federation pays for the paramilitary troops it had the right to conquer the federating unit. “Let me
put the record straight.

The federal government only pays the salary of the Rangers; but allowances, petrol and other
expenses are paid by the provincial government.” Senator Babar said that at the beginning of the
current operation it was decided that half of the operational expenses would be borne by the
federal government and the other half by the provincial government. “The federal government has
not paid a single penny to the provincial government thus far,” he said. “Will the interior ministry
state how much it has paid to the province under the head of operational expenses? Not a penny
indeed.” But the figures of the interior ministry claimed that the Sindh government paid Rs2.22bn in
2013-14; Rs2.58bn in 2014-15, including ‘payment for internal security duty allowance’. Out of the
provincial expenditures of Rs2.44bn allocated for the current fiscal year, Sindh will pay Rs1.69bn
to the Rangers as ‘payment for internal security duty allowance’ that has increased by more than
36 per cent in two years. Other expenditures by Sindh on the Rangers include Rs700.39m as
‘operating expenditures’, Rs9.40m for ‘physical assets’ and Rs40.13m for repair and maintenance.
Also on Wednesday, Information Minister Senator Pervaiz Rasheed claimed that the federal
government would continue to play its role in maintaining political coherence in the country. He
said that the federal government would not take any un-democratic step over the current situation.

QUETTA: Security forces claimed to have killed four suspected militants, including a key militant
commander of a banned organisation during two different search operations in Balochistan's
Turbat and Kalat areas on Wednesday morning. At least two Frontier Corps (FC) personnel were
also killed during exchange of fire with militants in Turbat's Bal-nagore area. An FC spokesman
told DawnNews that security forces launched a search operation against militants involved in
attacks on security officials and civilians in various parts of Kech district's Turbat area. He said
there was an exchange of fire between security forces and miscreants in Bal-nagore. "Six
miscreants belonging to a banned militant organisation have been killed since yesterday," he said.
Two FC men were also killed in the clash. Security forces also seized weapons from the
possession of the miscreants, the spokesman added.

Intelligence agencies and FC personnel launched another operation against militants in
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Balochistan's Kalat district on Wednesday. The FC spokesman said a key militant commander was
killed during the operation. The commander belonged to a banned militant organisation operating
in the area. Earlier on Tuesday, three suspected militants were killed in a clash with security forces
during a search operation in Turbat, bringing the total number of militants killed in the area since
yesterday to six. Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest but least developed province, has remained under
the grip of violence for over a decade which has claimed thousands of lives.

KARACHI: Sindh Rangers on Wednesday apprehended five suspected members of the outlawed
Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) from different parts of the province. The paramilitary force
conducted a series of targeted raids on the hideouts of proscribed BLA in different parts of interior
Sindh and arrested five suspects. The targeted raids were conducted after the interior ministry
gave a 60-day extension in the special policing powers of Rangers in Sindh on Tuesday in a
meeting chaired by Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan. The Rangers official termed the
arrested men as ‘hard-core terrorists’. “Arrested suspects were involved in attacks on Army and FC
convoys and explosions on gas pipelines,” claimed the Rangers' official. The officer said that the
security personnel also seized weapons from their custody. However, the identity of arrested
militants has not been disclosed in the Rangers statement. Earlier on Friday, Corps Commander
Karachi Lt Gen Naveed Mukhtar visited Sindh Rangers Headquarters where he said the
paramilitary’s role was the “backbone” of the operation against terrorism in the metropolis.

PESHAWAR: A roadside bomb attack on Wednesday killed at least three people including two
children in a restive Pakistani region near the Afghan border, officials said. It was the third attack in
as many days in the Mohmand Agency, one of seven such semi-autonomous districts where the
military has been battling Al-Qaeda and Taliban-linked militants for over a decade. Two separate
bomb attacks had Monday killed at least three people and wounded two others including a senior
Pakistani army official. “An improvised explosive (IED) device planted along the roadside exploded
as a vehicle carrying five people including a driver passed by, killing two children aged eight and
10 and the driver on the spot,” a senior local administration official, Naveed Akbar, told AFP. He
said two passengers were injured in the attack. “The security agencies are investigating the
incident as the target of the attack is unclear,” Akbar said, adding dozens of IEDs have been
planted along roads in Mohmand.

The army has intensified its offensive since the Taliban’s massacre of 153 people, 134 of them
children, in a school in Peshawar last December. Overall, levels of militant-linked violence have
dropped dramatically this year, with 2015 on course for the fewest deaths among civilian and
security forces since 2007 — the year the Pakistani Taliban umbrella group was formed.
Pakistan’s extremist insurgency began after the US-led invasion of neighbouring Afghanistan in
2001, which led to a spill over of militants across the border and a surge in recruitment for
Pakistani extremist groups.

NEWS DESK: Taking another step forward, Indian and Pakistan armies on Tuesday decided to
continue maintaining restraint along the volatile line of control, where almost daily exchanges of
firing had led to several military and civilian casualties as well as damage to property over the last
couple of years. Held in a cordial atmosphere, the meeting was aimed at taking forward the
confidence building measures initiated during the recent flag meeting at the level of Bridge
Commanders of two sides, a Defence Ministry spokesperson Lt Colonel Manish Mehta said. The
colonel level officers led the respective delegations and they discussed various issues including
ceasefire violations, return of civilians inadvertently crossing the LoC, air space violations and
construction activity close to the LoC, he added. Both sides mutually agreed to the importance of
exercising restraint on the LoC and keeping the communication alive through established
reconciliation mechanism, the spokesperson said, adding that the flag meeting ended on a positive
note with both sides exchanging pleasantries and sweets at the zero line. “In the meeting which
lasted for nearly an hour and half, the colonel ranked officers leading the respective delegations
acknowledged each other’s efforts in maintaining peace and tranquility on the Line of Control in the
recent past”’, Mehta said.

Washington’s response

Welcoming the recent effort by India and Pakistan to revive the stagnant dialogue process,
Washington has said leaders of the two countries now appear to be “genuinely interested” in
fostering greater understanding among them. “We continue to welcome efforts by India and
Pakistan to work bilaterally to solve these very difficult, complicated issues. And so that they have
started to do that,” State Department Spokesman John Kirby told reporters at his daily news
conference. When asked about reported direction by Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to his
ministers not to make anti-India statements, Kirby said “there’s always a balance to be struck here.
And without having more detail about his comments or the context in which they were made, I'd
really be loath to go further than that”. Breaking the logjam in their ties earlier this month, India and
Pakistan announced that they have decided to engage in a “comprehensive” dialogue that will
include peace and security and Jammu and Kashmir.

ISLAMABAD: After much deliberation, the interior ministry gave a 60-day extension in the special
policing powers of Rangers in Sindh, after a meeting at the ministry chaired by Interior Minister
Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan, DawnNews reported on Tuesday. The summary sent to the federal
government by Sindh government on the matter of extending Ranger's policing powers was earlier
rejected. A letter was issued to the Sindh government in this regard on Tuesday, instructing it to
draft a new summary regarding the matter without posting any conditions. "The provincial
assembly does not reserve the authority to amend the federal laws," the interior ministry said in a
statement. The above mentioned decision was taken at a meeting chaired by Interior Minister
Chaudhry Nisar Ali khan at Punjab House. The meeting was held to discuss the implications the
said summary and devise the further course of action by interior ministry in this regard. During the
meeting, the summary regarding the extension in authority of the Pakistan Rangers was thoroughly
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discussed. “It is not possible to limit the authority of any law-enforcing agency,” the interior ministry
stated, adding that the power to limit the special powers of Rangers is reserved only by the Federal
government.

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah had earlier signed the summary to 'conditionally’ extend
the special powers of Pakistan Rangers in the province for 60 days and moved the summary to the
interior ministry. Special powers given to Rangers under the Anti-Terrorism Act had expired on
December 5 and the Sindh government has been reluctant to extend them. Earlier on Monday, the
chief of the paramilitary force vowed that there would be no let-up in actions under the ‘Karachi
operation’ and it would continue at the same pace “ill its logical end”. It said that under the
National Action Plan and the Anti-Terrorism Act, Rangers had the mandate to conduct targeted
operation against elements involved in four heinous crimes — terrorism, targeted Kkilling,
kidnapping for ransom and extortion, but the paramilitary force overstepped its authority by raiding
government offices, arresting officials and seizing official records.

PPP reacts

Sindh Finance Minister Murad Ali Shah, in an apparent reaction, to Chaudhry Nisar's statement
said that federal government has taken an 'unconstitutional' step today (Tuesday). Talking to
media, Shah also rejected Chaudhry Nisar's earlier claim that the federal government is providing
Rs 9 billion for Rangers' expenses in Sindh. "This claim of providing Sindh a sum of Rs 9 billion
annually for Rangers is incorrect," said the provincial finance Minister. Senior PPP leader
Khursheed Shah also objected upon the move questioning Nisar's conduct of not taking Sindh
chief minister into confidence. The adviser to Sindh chief minister on information, Maula Bux
Chandio, said that the federation is overtaking Sindh Assembly's authority. "We have full
confidence in Rangers, our objection is upon the federation," said Chandio. He was of the view
that the problems created for provinces by the federation will also have impacts on federation.
About Dr Asim Hussain case, Chandio said that the Sindh government will accept court's verdict in
the case.

Interior ministry responds

The interior ministry, while replying to Murad Ali Shah's claim, said that the interior minister never
claimed that the amount spent on Rangers in Sindh is given directly to Sindh government. The
statement released by interior ministry asserts that the federation spends Rs9 billion annually on
paramilitary force in Sindh and the details regarding the expenditure will be released in the
newspapers. About the recent move to grant Rangers policing powers, the ministry maintained that
if anyone has objection towards the move, he or she can access the court.

KARACHI: An Anti-Terrorism Court (ATC) here issued non-bailable warrants for the arrest of 25
senior leaders of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM), including party chief Altaf Hussain, in
around 10 cases for delivering and listening to a speech criticising the military establishment. The
MQM leaders were named in different FIRs by private complainants who alleged that the named
persons had attended a public gathering and listened to Altaf Hussain's outburst against the
security agencies on July 12 this year. In his speech, Hussain had accused the paramilitary forces
of torturing and killing his party workers. Compiled on the basis of FIRs registered against the
MQM leaders at police stations in Malir cantonment, Sukhan, Bin Qasim Town, New Town and
Steel Town, Karachi police presented before the ATC a charge sheet in which the MQM leaders
were charged under Section 12 (collection of evidence in the absence of accused) of the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC). Police submitted charge-sheets in around 10 cases and showed MQM
leaders as absconders except Rauf Siddiqui, who is on a pre-arrest bail. Accepting the charge
sheet, ATC-I judge Bashir Ahnmed Khoso issued non-bailable arrest warrants for 25 MQM leaders,
including MQM chief Altaf Hussain, MQM's mayoral candidate for Karachi Waseem Akhtar and
senior party leaders Farooq Sattar, Khawaja Izharul Hassan, Rauf Siddiqui, Qamar Mansoor,
Rehan Hashmi, Khalid Magbool Siddiqui, Rasheed Godil, Kaiful Wara and others. The court
directed the police to arrest and present the accused before the court on January 2.

The development comes a week after the MQM nominated Waseem Akhtar for the position of
Karachi mayor following its comprehensive victory in local government elections in Karachi earlier
this month. In July, FIRs were registered in different parts of the country against Altaf Hussain for
remarks made by him against the chief of Rangers in Sindh and the paramilitary force in his
speeches. In the FIRs, the MQM chief was accused of involvement in cases of criminal conspiracy,
waging or attempting or abetting the waging of war against Pakistan and committing acts of
terrorism. His July 12 speech was apparently in response to media reports that quoted Rangers
sources as saying the paramilitary force was going to release a factsheet about the March 11 raid
on MQM'’s Nine Zero headquarters in Azizabad. Altaf Hussain had called upon the army chief to
take notice of the alleged violation of army’s code of conduct by the director general of Sindh
Rangers and other officials and urged him to do justice in the matter.

QUETTA: Three suspected militants were killed during an exchange of fire with security forces in
Balochistan's Turbat area on Tuesday. The security forces conducted a search operation in
Darchako area of Turbat and killed three miscreants, the Frontier Corps (FC) spokesman said. A
cache of weapons and explosives was also recovered during the operation, he added. The
spokesman said the suspected militants belonged to a banned militant organisation operating in
the area. Elsewhere, the FC personnel also apprehended four militants and recovered arms from
their possession in Balochistan's Dalbandin area. The apprehended insurgents were involved in
attacks at levies personnel, stated to the spokesman. In another incident, one FC soldier was
injured in an improvised explosive device (IED) explosion in Quetta's Marwar area. The injured
soldier was rushed to Quetta for medical treatment, while two FC vehicles were also damaged
during the attack.

QUETTA: Frontier Corps (FC) soldiers, in conjunction with intelligence officials, intercepted a
group of militants trying to smuggle weapons from Afghanistan into the border town of Dalbandin.
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An alleged terrorist was killed in the encounter and a pickup loaded with rifles, bullets and RPGs
was captured. According to the FC spokesman, the paramilitary force acting on a tip-off hailed the
suspected pick-up, however, the people on-board the vehicle started firing. The FC men returned
fire, killing a terrorist. The exchange of fire continued for three hours after which FC officials took
weapons filled vehicle in their custody. The cargo bed of the pickup was loaded with 10
Kalashnikovs, 10 rocket-propelled grenades (RPG), 10 RPG fuse, a rocket launcher, 30 hand
grenades, 20 hand grenade fuses and a sniper rifle. FC spokesperson said that the arms were
being brought from across the border for a terror bid in Makran divsion.

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan's top military leadership huddled together at the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee (JCSC) meeting here on Tuesday and reviewed the progress of the ongoing Operation
Zarb-e-Azb against terrorism in the country. According to a press release by the ISPR, the meeting
was presided by Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC) General Rashad Mahmood
and attended by General Raheel Sharif, Chief of Army Staff, Admiral Muhammad Zakaullah, Chief
of Naval Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sohail Aman, Chief of Air Staff and other senior military officers
from the tri-services. The forum lauded the sacrifices and contributions made by the armed forces
in the operation. Gen Rashad Mahmood appreciated the military for securing the confidence of the
people by successfully fighting terrorism. All military leaders resolved to continue operations to
eliminate terrorism and help the government fight extremism, said the press statement. Issues
pertaining to national security and emerging regional geo-strategic environment were also
discussed during the meeting. The participants expressed satisfaction over the standard of
preparedness of the armed forces to take on internal and external challenges, said the ISPR
statement. The forum reaffirmed the resolve of the armed forces to respond to the entire spectrum
of threat in the most befitting manner as per comprehensive security strategy, it said.

KARACHI: The Sindh government has decided to re-open all those murder cases that have been
declared untraceable since 2000 for want of evidence, the Supreme Court (SC) Karachi branch
was informed on Monday. A three-member SC bench, headed by Justice Amir Hani Muslim and
including justices Gulzar Ahmed and Magbool Bagar, was hearing on Monday the suo motu case
on the targeted killings of lawyers in Sindh. Two months ago, the court had rejected a progress
report submitted by the Karachi police chief, AIG Mushtaq Mahar, that closed several murder
cases by declaring them as untraceable due to lack of evidence. The AlIG’s report was only limited
to the targeted killings of the lawyers in the province but had no mention of other cases of targeted
killings that had been closed. The Karachi police chief was ordered to present a comprehensive
report about the cases dating back to the year 2000. During Monday’s proceedings, Sindh
prosecutor-general Shahadat Awan informed the judges that he had spoken to the senior police
investigation superintendents of different districts in Karachi about the progress made in the cases
which were declared A-class (closed for want of evidence). He requested the court allow him some
time to file a complete report on such cases. All these cases have been reopened, said Awan,
adding that a detailed report reflecting progress in the cases will be submitted after a month. The
bench directed him to submit these proposed reports after collecting them from the Sindh IG and
the Karachi AIG. The court also directed the officers, from whom Awan will collect the reports, to
ensure that all the required information is provided to the prosecutor-general. The three judges
ordered that, in the future, only the SSP of the relevant districts will appear in court.

Lawyers’ compensation

The home department’s focal person, Amanullah Zuberi, informed the same bench that the heirs of
31 of the 53 deceased lawyers have been paid Rs -500 000 each in compensation. The bench
directed the home secretary to appear today with the cheques of the remaining deceased lawyers.
The secretary was directed to prepare the cheques in the names of the widows. The presidents of
the Sindh High Court Bar Association and the Karachi Bar Association were summoned to receive
the cheques in court on behalf of the widows. The apex court ordered the home secretary that in
future cases of such unfortunate incidents, the Sindh government will ensure the payments are
made to the bereaved family of the advocate within two weeks of the incident, failing which the
home secretary will be held personally responsible.

CCTV cameras

The judges recalled that prosecutor-general Awan had previously assured the court that
surveillance cameras will be fixed on different roads of Karachi. Such cameras were being installed
by two Sindh government departments, including the home department and the Sindh police. The
second is the defunct City District Government Karachi (now Karachi Metropolitan Corporation),
which is under the local government. The bench directed the secretaries of both the departments
to place in court the reports on the current status of the project. Besides, they will also pinpoint
their monitoring and maintenance system. The apex court also asked them to incorporate as to
whether or not there is an NGO or a foreign government that can help install these cameras in the
future. The judges ordered that the reports should be filed within 15 days and be placed before
them for their perusal in the chamber. Meanwhile, assistant advocate-general Adnan Karim was
directed to communicate the order to the secretaries and the Sindh IG for their information and
compliance. The hearing was adjourned till December 22.
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PESHAWAR: Three members of family were killed while another was injured in a blast resulting from
gas leak in Hayatabad neighbourhood of the provincial capital on Saturday.The concerned police
identified the victims as Mansoor, son of Shahid Gul, owner of the house, his five-year-old son
Ibrahim and wife Minhas, 35.Mansoor’s sister identified as Kiran sustained injuries and is under
treatment at the Hayatabad Medical Complex.A Rescue 1122 spokesperson said the blast took place
in a house in the Hayatabad’s phase-I, at around 3pm. He said the house caught fire following the
blast and the resulting blaze injured family members. He said rescuers shifted the injured to hospital,
where three of them died of their wounds.

Already stressed out by the frequent, unscheduled power outages, the people in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa have now complained the low gas pressure has made their lives miserable.As if that
were not enough, the reports of impending surge in the gas price has turned out to be a serious blow
for the people, especially those on low incomes.Under these circumstances, the poor people living in
slums have no option but to use firewood but the residents of the ‘posh’ localities have no
arrangement for the burning of coal or firewood. They have to rely on liquefied petroleum gas though
the prices of both LPG and firewood too have gone very high.The gas shortage has crippled life in
the province and thus, leaving both domestic and commercial consumers with the only option to
agitate — local industrialist Zahid Shinwari.The ultimate sufferer of the crisis is the poor because hike
in gas price has also offended the industrialists and they are about to shut doors of their workplaces
as result the underprivileged workers would have to lose their jobs.The situation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa is getting worse as the people both rich and poor after having had enough of terrorism
are being subjected by the centre to new taxes and acute gas shortage.The industrialists have no
option but to close the shop and thus, causing massive unemployment. In most regions of the
province, including the provincial capital, electric supply remains suspended for at least 18 hours
daily and even the gas used for running power generators, cooking food and keeping indoors warm
has been taken away by the government.

According to an official of the SNGPL, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is producing 400MMCF gas, while its
own requirement is hardly 200MMCF or 250MMCF and the additional gas is supplied to parts of
Punjab both for commercial and domestic purposes.He told Dawn that complaints about low pressure
in the province were on the rise but SNGPL officials in Peshawar were helpless as all decisions on it
were made either in Islamabad or in Lahore.Gas is supplied from Karak and Kohat districts in
southern parts of KP but local residents complain about denial of gas connections.The official said
gas theft was the main reason for shortage but the efforts to check it had so far been a failure.He said
the relevant departments lacked coordination and that the oil and gas ministry had yet to step in and
ensure smooth gas supply to consumers in the province.“The provincial government has a very
limited role to play on gas theft. The main action should be taken by the federal government i.e.
engaging the law-enforcement agencies for arresting the culpable people,” he said.Similarly, another
official in the industries department said 207 small industrial units had stopped working in the
province due to the non-supply of gas, while the big units were likely to follow suit sooner or
later.According to industrialist and former president of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chamber of Commerce
and Industry Zahid Shinwari, the gas shortage has crippled life in the province and thus, leaving both
domestic and commercial consumers with the only option to agitate.

He said it was the Peshawar High Court, which, under Article 247 of the Constitution, had given a
relief to local consumers from official gas loadshedding observing gas was generated in the province
and under the Constitution, locals had the right to smooth gas supply.However, the people of
Islamabad and Lahore had to experience loadshedding for long hours in light of the decision.“The
federal government could not tolerate it and began gas loadshedding in our province in the shape of
reduced pressure and increase in tariff from the next year.“In many areas, the gas supply either
remains suspended from 10 hours to 14 hours daily or has very low pressure distressing the people,”
he said.Shinwari said the factories and industries, which were currently functional, totaled around 400
in the province and most of them were plastic, textile, ceramic or furnace units but owners were
seriously thinking about closing at least one shift to avoid losses.According to him, big industrial units
are operating at around 30 per cent of their capacity but the low gas pressure is hampering them
too.The situation if not corrected will lead to the closure of industries.The industrialist said thousands
of workers would lose jobs if the crisis worsened because a small unit had around 250 workers and
that the wrong policies of the federal government had a negative bearing on the province’s economic
condition.“The scheduled loadshedding of gas will be a better move,” he said, urging the provincial
government, opposition parties and civil society organisations to raise voice against the ‘injustice’ at
all available forums.Mr Shinwari said businessmen already facing financial crisis due to militancy had
expected that the federal government would take some drastic steps for the improvement of local
economy but instead, it had further upset the community.“We are thinking about some legal options
besides trying to meet federal natural resources minister Khagan Abbasi on the problem. The last
option will be the agitation,” he said.

Pak-Afghan Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry director Ziaul Haq Sarhadi also expressed
concern about the low pressure of gas and increase in its tariff and urged the government to take pity
on poor people and take corrective measures.He said industries were already in crisis and such
decisions would lead to close them once for all. “There’s a need that the government take effective
steps for the protection of business community against extortionists and kidnappers so that the
people could focus on investment and thus, boosting local economy,” he said.Besides, the gas
outages have hit the CNG sector as well.Former central president of the All Pakistan CNG
Association Ghiyas Paracha said there were 547 CNG stations in KP and many of them remained

¢

National
Journalists
Forum




(.2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

CM lauds CCL
contribution towards

education
Daily Times, December 27, 2015

OUP awards certificates

to schoolteachers
Daily Times, December 27, 2015

CDA sanitation staff to
ensure clean, healthy

environment
Daily Times, December 27, 2015

Tourists throng Murree

to enjoy snowfall
Daily Times, December 25, 2015

National
Journalists
Forum

¢

18

closed for at least eight hours daily due to low pressure.“One can easily see long queues of vehicles
outside filling stations whenever the supply of gas resumes,” he said.He said the upper parts of KP,
especially Malakand and Hazara divisions, were the worst affected by the crisis, while the situation of
CNG stations in Peshawar, especially those located on Kohat Road, Bara Road and Charsadda
Road, was no different.About gas theft, Paracha said only the ‘weakness’ of the SNGPL was to
blame for the problem and that the people should not be punished for it to meet the company’s
losses.He complained the gas generated in Karak and Kohat was being given to Rawalpindi, Gujar
Khan, Mianwali and other parts of Punjab to run factories.Besides other corrective steps, Paracha
pushed the government for an effective ban on the use of illegal compressors to overcome gas
shortage.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah on Saturday lauded the contribution of Cadet
College Larkana for imparting quality education and character building of youth. Addressing the 24th
annual parents day at Cadet College Larkana (CCL) as the chief guest, Qaim said, "The real power
of any nation is knowledge and our institutions must impart it to the youth of the country so as to
make them responsible and useful members of the society." On the occasion, the chief minister
recalled the words of former prime minister Shaheed Benazir Bhutto to sell weapons and buy pens.
He appreciated Zarb-e-Azb and lauded the efforts of armed forces and affirmed, "We will eliminate
every evil from our beloved country." The chief minister said, "Youth attaches tremendous hopes with
this government and we are striving day and night to fulfil their aspirations. Addressing the cadets he
said, "You should always remember that ideas without actions do not produce any result. You should
venture into the fields that no one dare before and try to accomplish the most daunting tasks that
make you, your parents, and institution and motherland proud." On the occasion, the Sindh chief
minister announced an amount of Rs 50 million for Cadet College Larkana. Earlier, the Cadet College
Larkan Principal Lieutenant Colonel (r) Iftikhar Hussain presented welcome address and the annual
report. He highlighted the achievements of the college and academic activities and co-curricular
activities, pledging that no stone be left unturned to produce committed youth, duly equipped with
good character and competence to make them able to shoulder the future responsibilities in best way
in various walks of national life. Qaim also inaugurated the newly-built Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto Sports Stadium of the college. He laid the foundation stone of Shahbaz Hostel. The chief
minister also took round the College Library, Computer Lab, archives and Armed Forces Corner and
inaugurated the science, arts and crafts exhibition at the campus. Sindh Assembly Speaker Agha
Siraj Khan Durrani, Senior Minister for Education Nisar Ahmed Khuhro, Larkana Division
Commissioner Ghulam Akbar Leghari, DIG Police Larkana Range Dr Sain Rakhio Mirani, Larkana
DC Jaweed Ahmed Jegerani, Larkana SSP Kamran Nawaz, members of the board of governors of
the college, prominent citizens, elected representatives of the area and civil and army officers were
present on the occasion. The annual parents day function was also attended by the parents of the
cadets from all over the country.

LAHORE: The Oxford University Press (OUP) has awarded certificates to the teachers of different
public and private schools upon completion of a training course on Saturday at the OUP Bookshop.
The training course was organised by Oxford Teachers’ Academy (OTA) in August. The OTA has
been running courses in over 30 countries, for more than 15 years, making a difference by educating
thousands of teachers. The courses constitute of interactive presentations, role-plays, video clips,
energisers, case studies, individual and group presentations, as well as group discussions to
consolidate successful learning. The first OTA course in Pakistan titled ‘Principles of Teaching Young
Learners’ was held in Islamabad and Karachi in June 2015. Aimed at teachers working with children
between the ages of 6 and 10, it addressed the pedagogical challenges and offered ideas to improve
their teaching methodologies. The participants (86 in total) found the course practical, interactive, and
experiential. While addressing the teachers and media present on the occasion, OUP Pakistan
Managing Director Ameena Saiyid said that OTA is a first-of-its-kind professional development
programme launched in Pakistan for schoolteachers, as their courses provide teachers with quality
training, which helps them to develop the skills they need to meet international teaching standards
and learning goals. Ameena said that the OUP awarded certificates to teachers who had successfully
completed the course and provided the evidence of learning. “This is the first time in the history of
Pakistan that schoolteachers are being awarded certificates endorsed and issued by the university,”
she added.

ISLAMABAD: Nearly 2,000 sanitation staff is working under Capital Development Authority (CDA) to
address sanitation problems to ensure clean environment in the federal capital. The staff working
under Directorate of Sanitation of the Capital Development Authority is actively discharging duties to
remove garbage and other waste material placed in the capital territory to ensure cleanliness in this
modern city of the country. The residents living in the government and private sectors are enjoying
the facilities of sanitation without facing any difficulty, a CDA official told. Over 600 sanitation staff is
specifically performing duties for the removal of waste material and garbage to provide clean
environment to the people of capital. There are loaders, carry van, lifters and other equipment for
making the city clean and neat. Besides others, there are directorates for maintenance, electrical and
mechanical, environment and Water Supply divisions resolving the problems of the people living in
the government and private sectors. There is also a website (http://www.cda.gov.pk) to get
information from the directorates dealing with different sanitation works and guiding people. There is
a help line (1334) with additional facility of telephone no (0519213908) for registering complaints
regarding removal of garbage and other waste material to report, sources added.

RAWALPINDI: Tourists thronged Murree and adjoining areas after the beginning of snowfall in these
areas. A large number of people especially from the urban areas of Punjab and Sindh traveling to
Murree to enjoy the snowfall. Hundreds of tourists from different parts of the country visiting Murree
to enjoy the beautiful hills of snow. The resorts including Bhurban, New Murree, Kashmir Point, Pindi
Point, Mall Road and Ayubia are packed with tourists. Galyaat, Hazara and Bhurbhan received more
snow as compared to Murree city. All restaurants are packed with tourists. Meanwhile, Metrological
Office has forecasted mainly cold and dry weather in most parts of the country during next 24 hours.
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Light foggy conditions would continue over plain areas of Punjab, Peshawar and Sukkur divisions
during morning hours. Weather remained cold and dry in most parts of the country during last 24
hours. Rain with snowfall over the hills occurred at isolated places in Malakand, Hazara division and
Kashmir.

‘82% Pakistanis do not LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Punjab organiser Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar has lamented
have clean drinking that 82% Pakistanis do not have clean drinking water and released a “Fact Sheet” about the non-
water’ availability of clean water for the masses. Sarwar said that some 1.1 million people including 250,000
Dailv Times. December 25. 2015 children die due to unsafe drinking water every year in the country. In Punjab, he said, some 30%

v ’ ¢ population was becoming prey to Hepatitis B & C and other life-claiming diseases, adding that every
third Pakistani was compelled to drink “polluted water” and contracting maestro, typhoid, hepatitis,
stomach and throat diseases. Sarwar said that there was 75% contaminated potable water in
Islamabad and 24% arsenic water in Lahore - both not safe for drinking. He said that Lahoris were
also compelled to drink unsafe water due to rusty and oxidised water pipelines as well as out-of-order
filters and several other reasons. Instead of the government, he said that NGOs and philanthropists
were installing water filtration plants to provide safe drinking water to the masses. In the Fact Sheet
issued on Thursday, Sarwar said that the rulers had failed to provide safe drinking water to the
masses, adding that the media reports suggest that unsafe drinking water was causing 250,000
children’s death every year.

UK envoy facilitates ISLAMABAD: British High Commissioner to Pakistan Philip Barton on Thursday facilitated Pakistanis
Pakistanis on Xmas, celebrating Christmas ‘Bara Din Mubarak’ and birthday of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah.

Quaid’s day
Daily Times, December 25, 2015

Philip Barton said, “On behalf of the British High Commission and the people of the United Kingdom
(UK), | would like to wish everyone in Pakistan celebrating Christmas, ‘Bara Din Mubarak’.
“Christmas is a time to celebrate faith and community. | hope all Christians in Pakistan have a safe
and happy Christmas. “On 25 December, the people of Pakistan also celebrate the birthday of the
founder of Pakistan Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah The principles of his vision for Pakistan:
freedom, good governance, tolerance, respect for minorities, the rule of law are just as important
today as they were in 1947. This year UK also celebrated an important birthday it is 800 years since
the Magna Carta that established similar principles in England was sealed. He said, “As | have
traveled around Pakistan this year, discussing the Magna Carta and what it means to the people of
Pakistan today. | have been struck by the determination to create a better future for the country. This
determination is paying off. Pakistan is more secure, more prosperous, and more democratic now.
Real challenges are there but | have met remarkable people across Pakistan whose energy and
enthusiasm for their country fills me with hope for the future.”

(0] 2 VAW EGIEERI I 1o KARACHI: A voluntary blood donation drive was organised by DHA in collaboration with Indus
blood donation drive Hospital at DHA Head Office on Wednesday. This was the first initiative of its kind, said a DHA
Daily Times, December 24, 2015 announcement, adding that the camp for collection of healthy blood on modern medical lines as per
the international standards was established by Indus Hospital, where a large number of DHA officials
donated their blood. DHA Administrator Brigadier Zubair Ahmed set an example by being the first
person to donate his blood. The blood donation camp equipped with modern blood screening,
diagnostic and medical examination facilities is a unique and first of its kind facility in the country, he
sadi. Indus Hospital Blood Centre Administrator Dr Uzma Ata said that a detailed history and physical
examination of blood donors including haemoglobin test and blood pressure examination was
performed at the camp before accepting the voluntary blood donation. Dr Uzma said that blood
donation does not have any adverse effect on health so blood should be generously donated by all.
The camp will function for two days.

PU arranges dengue LAHORE: Punjab University’s Institute of Agricultural Sciences (IAGS) conducted a workshop on
awareness walk, “Dengue Management” as well as a walk to expedite awareness efforts against the mosquito. On the
workshop occasion, Faculty of Life Sciences Dean Dr Javed Igbal Qazi, Office of Research, Innovation and
Daily Times. December 24. 2015 Commercialisation (ORIC) Director Dr Aamir ljaz, Punjab Research & Development Cell (Dengue)
4 ’ ¢ Head Dr Waseem Akram, Punjab General Health Additional Director Dr Islam Zafar, IAGS Director
Dr Muhammad Saleem Haider, Centre of Excellence in Molecular Biology (CEMB) representative Dr
Idrees Khan, University of Agriculture Faisalabad (UAF) representative Dr Shahid Majeed, King
Edward Medical University (KEMU)representative Dr Somia Igtedar and Lahore College for Women
University (LCWU) representative Dr Farkhanda Manzoor were present. The guest speakers
discussed about the dengue management and preventive measures. In his speech, Dr Saleem said
that IAGS would conduct a series of such workshops on dengue awareness in future. The guest of
honours appreciated the efforts of Prof Dr Saleem Haider for arranging such a fruitful workshop.
Later, ‘Dengue Awareness Walk’ was also arranged. Meanwhile, PU has awarded five PhD degrees
to the scholars: Farsia Hussain D/o Muhammad Hussain in the subject of Mathematics after approval
of her thesis entitled “Shape Preserving Trigonometric Spline Curves and Surfaces for Computer
Graphics”, Munaza Ishaq D/o Muhammad Ishaq Javeed in the subject of Mathematics after approval
of her thesis entitled “Interactive Shape Designing Using Spline Interpolations”, Uzma Zarin Nazia
D/o Ch Muhammad Safdar in the subject of Persian after approval of her thesis entitled “Analytical
Review of Persian Na’at in the Sub-Continent (From 1857 — up till now”, Abdur Rahim Aamar S/o
Muhammad Siddique in the subject of Kashmiryat after approval of his thesis entitled “The Kashmir
Issue and Plea of Pakistan” and Zill-e-Huma Aftab D/o Kh Aftab Khan in the subject of Agricultural
Sciences after approval of her thesis entitled “Purification and Characterisation of Laccase from
Some Wood Rotting Fungi”. The PU Examinations Department has declared the results of MA
Philosophy Part-l1 annual examination 2015 and MSc Mathematics Part-1l annual examination 2015.

LHC wants more LAHORE: Lahore High Court (LHC) Justice Muhammad Farrukh Irfan Khan on Wednesday, for
arguments in women further arguments, deferred the hearing of petitions challenging election of UC-34 and UC-35 of
voters’ case Lalyani town of Sargodha, where women voters were allegedly not allowed to cast their votes. The
Daily Times, December 24, 2015 Judge appointed Asma Jahangir and Shahzad Shaukat as amicus curies (friends of court) to assist

, ¢ on this issue and put of the hearing till January 21, 2016. The Judge had already restrained the
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) from announcing results of two union councils. He had
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observed that every citizen of Pakistan was aggrieved that women were not allowed to cast votes in
any constituency of the country. He had also turned down the objection of a deputy attorney general
that the petitioner had no locus standi (aggrieved person) with remarks, “The matter was of grave
concern and the court could not ignore it merely on technical grounds.” The petitioner claimed that in
the absence of women’ votes, the result of the overall constituency cannot be issued and the winners
cannot be declared as winners. He requested to set aside the election and order the authorities
concerned to hold election.

ISLAMABAD/RAWALPINDI: The low gas pressure has badly affected the domestic consumers in
twin cities. As cold weather is gradually becoming harsher, natural gas supply has shrunk in many
areas of the twin cities with low to zero pressure. Residents of G8, G6, G7, G9 and |9sectors have
urged the authorities concerned to take notice of this ordeal because of low gas pressure and to take
remedial measure to improve gas supply. Households have to face difficulties to prepare breakfast or
cook meals on working days in general and on weekends in particular. A resident of G7 sector
Shahid Jamal said, “Who can cook meals on zero gas pressure? We had planned to eat fish on last
Saturday but the non-availability of gas has shattered our plan. It is a routine that our children go to
schools either without having breakfast or eating some bakery items,” “We have been facing the gas
problem for the last several weeks due to gas load-shedding. It even takes hours to make tea on low
gas pressure,” Taimur, a resident of G9 said. He further said that the gas pressure remained almost
zero in the morning and evening and they had to arrange cooked food from hotels and ‘tandoors’,
which is quite expensive. Meanwhile, residents of various localities in Rawalpindi including Waris
Khan, Committee Chowk, Dhoke Khaba, Umer Road, Dhoke Elahi Bukush, Nadeem Colony and
Arya Mohallah have also complained for low gas pressure. people in different areas have to hold
demonstrations demanding proper gas supply. They also urged the petroleum minister to take action
for the restoration of gas pressure. According to SNGPL Regional General Manager (GM) M Zahoor,
the gas pressure would improve in a few days as steps are being taken to resolve the problem.

ISLAMABAD: Higher Education Commission (HEC) formula for academic grading would be
implemented to facilitate the students pursuing their careers in different disciplines. In this
connection, Allama Igbal Open University (AIOU) has decided to convert its academic results’
marking system into grading point average (GPA), and cumulative grade point average (CGPA), in
order to facilitate its students in pursuing their future career. The decision to this effect had already
taken in the university’s academic council meeting, held under the chairmanship of Vice Chancellor
Professor Dr Shahid Siddiqui. It was agreed in a meeting that GPA/CGPA formula of Higher
Education Commission will be applied for all MSc, Mphil and PhD programmes, where pass
percentage is 50 percent. This will be in addition to the GPA/CGPA system already approved by the
Allama Igbal Open University’s Executive Council for all four years bachelor programmes. AIOU Dr
Shahid Siddiqui wanted to achieve progress in all disciplines available in the university for the
students, particularly the students living in remote and far-flung areas, official of a university said. The
academic council of the university had also decided that the proposed system, where pass
percentage is 50 percent, will come into force with immediate effect, the sources added.

PESHAWAR/CHARSADDA: Gas loadshedding and low pressure continued in parts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, especially in Peshawar and Charsadda, forcing the consumers to take to the streets
on Monday.Gas consumers belonging to various localities of the provincial capital held a
demonstration outside the press club and demanded smooth supply of natural gas to their areas.
They said gas supply to the localities was next to nil, especially during the evening and morning
hours. They said localities of Faqirabad, Hayatabad, Shaheen Colony, Defence Colony, Dalazak
Road, Hazar Khwani, Bara Gate were the worst affected.They complained that gas supply was
suspended in the morning and restored late in the night while in many areas there was low gas
pressure. “We are forced to purchase firewood and LPG cylinders,” Intesham Bashir of Dalazak Road
protested.Khan Zaman Afridi, a transporter, said due to low gas pressure there had been long
queues of vehicles outside CNG stations.“It is very astonishing that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is
producing gas, but its people are suffering due to its shortage,” he lamented.

Similarly, residents of posh Hayatabad Township were also complaining about low gas pressure,
saying they could not cook food and had to buy bread from the market.An official of SNGPL denied
any gas loadshedding was taking place in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and said the low pressure was due
to multiple gas connections taken from main supply lines.He said work on replacement of supply lines
at many places had been in progress.Meanwhile, gas consumers in parts of Charsadda district,
including Rajar, Amirabad, Prang and Majo, led by district naib nazim Mussawir Shah observed a sit-
in on Peshawar-Islamabad Road, suspending vehicular traffic for some time.The protesters warned
to besiege the SNGPL office if it failed to ensure smooth gas supply to the areas. They blamed
SNGPL officials for intentionally reducing gas pressure to the residential areas in order to facilitate
the CNG stations for their vested interests.A local SNGPL official, Salman Khan, said work on
replacement of old pipeline was in progress to overcome the problem of gas shortage in the district.

KOHAT: The people of Kohat city have criticised the Sui Northern Gas Pipeline Limited for the low
gas pressure when it is most required for cooking and heating purposes in the evening.They said that
with the start of chilly weather about two weeks ago the gas pressure had been decreased due to
which people could not operate generators in case of power loadshedding or lit the gas lamps.They
also demanded that the Pesco should immediately stop unnecessary loadshedding in the night when
bazaars and offices were closed. They said that streetlights were also turned off without any reason
by the tehsil municipal administration.They criticised the snapping of electricity at 6:00am when the
children had to prepare for school. They claimed that the Pesco was cutting off electricity supply for
one hour exactly at 6:00pm, 9:00pm, 12:00 midnight, 3:00am and 6:00am for months now. They said
that the consumers of the city had been regularly paying their bills, but they were subjected to severe
loadshedding.Tajir Action Committee chairman Haji Abid said that according to the Peshawar High
Court orders the gas pressure could not be decreased nor gas supply stopped in the Kohat gas
producing region. He said that smooth supply was restored to all the CNG stations, but the houses
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were still facing the problem.Meanwhile, commissioner Kohat division Musarrat Hussain has
expressed his dismay over the slow pace of work on the city’s beautification project and dilapidated
condition of KDA roads and ordered the authorities concerned to submit report in this regard within
10 days.He was chairing a meeting at his office the other day to review progress on the uplift and
beautification project of Kohat launched with the initial grant of Rs284.63 million.The meeting was
attended also by MPA Ziaullah Bangash, district nazim Maulana Niaz Mohammad, deputy
commissioner Zahir Shah and officers of the relevant departments in the district.
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QUETTA: The adviser to the chief minister on education said on Thursday that over 1.6
million children of school-going age, two-thirds of them girls, were deprived of education in
Balochistan, which needed more schools to absorb them.

Speaking at a ceremony held here on Thursday in connection with the first anniversary of
Peshawar's Army Public School (APS) camage, Sardar Raza Mohammad Barrech said it
was a matter of serious concem that girs in such a large number were not enrolled in
schools because of their shortage.

About 12,000 of the 22,000 plus settlements in the province had government-run schools but
most of them lacked facilies.

Realising the gravity of those issues, he said, the provincial govemment had allocated
massive funds for education sector and planned to open maximum number of schools.
Besides, private schools are being encouraged in the areas where public schools do not
exist.

“We want to bring Balochistan at par with other provinces in education sector,” the minister
said

He urged parents to get their children enrolled in schools and said: “We are raising
awareness among parents to motivate them to educate their children."

Referring to the APS massacre, he deplored that terrorists had attacked children in the gory.
incident and said the nation would never forget the innocent martyrs who had written history
with their blood.

Mr Barrech called for a collective effort involving every segment of society to defeat terrorism.
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