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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES

‘Thar only makes the news
when there’s drought and

deaths’
Express Tribune,February 7,2016

‘Over Rs10 billion
distributed among

earthquake victims’
Daily Pakistan ,February7, 2016

Much needed to mitigate
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DETAILS

KARACHI: Tharparkar's demography is silently changing from a peaceful and tolerant land to a
hostile one; this phenomenon is not natural, but forced. This was the crux of the session,
‘Tharparkar: Desert Woes’, on the second day of the 7th Karachi Literature Festival.

“Around 100 acres in Nagarparkar have been given to Jaish-e-Muhammad, a proscribed militant
organisation, despite a ban on transferring land in the border town,” said Dr Sono Khangharani, a
social activist. Nagarparkar is the town that borders the Indian Rann of Kutch, and where
centuries-old mosques and temples exist.Extremist activities in the desert area known for its
impeccable religious harmony have been ongoing since 1965, claimed Khangharani while
answering a question about the rising footprint of Jamaatud Dawa in Thar.

Apart from Khangharani, Masood Lohar and Tanveer Ahmed were also part of the panel. The
session’s moderator, Sadiga Salahuddin, had first referred the question to human rights activist IA
Rehman, who was sitting in the audience. Rehman said the area was made nearly inaccessible for
the public due to the extensive questioning by security forces. However, religious organisations
were allowed to roam freely, he deplored. According to unofficial data, Thar’s population has grown
to 1.5 million and comprises both Hindus and Muslims. The area is one of the most undeveloped
parts of the country and mostly remains in the news for drought and death.

PESHAWAR (Staff Report) — The Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) has so far distributed over Rs10 billion among owners of houses damaged in
October 26, 2015 earthquake.

Official told newsmen that over six billion rupees were given to owners of seventy thousand nine
hundred thirty-eight partially damaged houses, whereas over four billion rupees to the owners of
twenty-seven thousand and fifty-seven fully damaged houses.A 7.5 magnitude strong earthquake
struck northern parts of Pakistan and Afghanistan on October 26, 2015. Over 300 people died in
the disaster.

BOONI: Chitral having a total area of 14,850 sq.km and population of about half a million is prone,
throughout the year, to varying intensity of natural hazards, including flash flooding, glacial lakes
outburst floods (GLOFs), landslides, avalanches, heavy snowfall and earthquakes.

The following table illustrates the occurrences to which Chitral is prone to, throughout the year.
The given illustration reveals the fact that Chitralis — perhaps the sons of lesser god — live in an
atmosphere of perpetual fear, just waiting and thinking as how to evacuate themselves in case of
any emergency which could happen any time, any moment.

The inhabitants, including 69% Sunni Muslims, 31% Ismaili Muslims and about 2,000 households
of the ancient Kalash tribe, have been facing “the wrath of nature” in form of all the above
calamities since 2010 when floods destroyed hundreds of households. Since then the frequency of
the occurrences have increased and in 2015 many people lost their precious lives in addition to
losses to properties on high scale due to flood in the last two weeks of July and the high magnitude
earthquake on October 26. Government agencies and dozens of NGOs reached the people in the
aftermath of both the calamities and were successful in providing emergency relief to a certain
extent but their rescue and relief rhetoric seemed more eloquent in the media than on the ground.
Moreover, criminal silence about rehabilitation and restoration on part of the stakeholders is a
concern for the affectees and must be one for international community and the other stakeholders.
The affected people shivering in tents in freezing temperatures with piled up relief items by their
side look towards a messiah, who could give them shelters which may inhibit the harsh
temperatures from piercing the fragile bodies of their infants and aged. It is said God helps those
who help themselves but helping those who can’t help themselves is more noble in the sight of
God.

| am writing the following lines in order to bring the plight of the calamity-hit people of Chitral into
the notice of the global community with the hope that it may help the privileged, if there are any, to
extend their assistance to the less-privileged, who are living under abject conditions after the
calamities of 2015.The following line presents a look at the two high intensity destructions which
Chitral witnessed during 2015 and the response by different stakeholders followed by some
suggestion which may be helpful in rehabilitating the affectees.

Floods of July-Aug 2015

During the third and fourth weeks of July 2015, different parts of Chitral were hit by glacial lake
outburst floods (GLOF) which resulted in highly destructive torrents and flash floods washing away
anything on its way. Villages, roads, bridges, water supply installations, powerhouses, livestock,
privates business, schools, mosques, jamat khanas were destroyed. Besides destroying
agricultural lands, the whole process left 293 houses fully damaged and 154 partially damaged in
lower Chitral and another 510 houses fully damaged and 529 partially damaged in upper Chitral.
Whereas, six and 29 people lost their lives in lower and upper Chitral, respectively.

Snapshot of sectoral-based damages and the required fund for recovery is given in the following
table. The information is taken from government sources except serial number 13, which has no
mention in the report published by the concerned govt agency.The effectiveness of government
response to this calamity was evident from the fact that financial relief announced by the
government were not provided to the effectees till the time when another calamity in form of the
October 26 earthquake hit Chitral. During his visit to Chitral in the aftermath of the earthquake,
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif took notice of the delay in providing the announced amount to the
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owner of the perished houses that the administration wokeed from slumber and expedited the
process of giving the cheques.

NGOs like FOCUS Humanitarian Assistance and Al-Khidmat Foundation were seen in providing
relief to the affectees. However, till date the affectees are living in tents with an added sorrow
gained from the earthquake.The local people and volunteers also took part and rendered valuable
services in relief and rescue operations. Thanks to the sense of voluntarism which does not lack in
the people of this under-privileged part of the world.

Earthquake October 2015

On October 26, 2015, an earthquake of 7.5 magnitude on Richter scale with epicenter in
Hindukush near northeastern Afghanistan struck areas of Pakistan. The Meteorological
Department of Pakistan reported about 120 aftershocks of varying magnitudes felt across Pakistan
but more intensive in KP (13 districts) of Pakistan especially Chitral. In the process, 188 lives were
lost and 1,138 were injured in the KP province.

The earthquake played havoc in the area, including irreparable loss to lives, destroying residential
houses, farmland and livestock, Government buildings, water supply and irrigation schemes,
Roads and bridges and energy infrastructures. Based on the sector wise need-based recovery
assessment of KP government, the government needs 317.97 USD during the coming two years
for recovery of the affected areas from the earthquake.

The earthquake and aftershocks were severely felt in many districts of KP and Gilgit-Baltistan
(GB); however, the intensity in Chitral was extraordinary because of its proximity to the Hidukush
range, says, the KP government. The government is right in reporting the intensity of the
destruction in Chitral but miserably failed to identify the number of fully and partially damaged
houses. This lethargy is perhaps because of giving itself relief from the burden of compensation
which it is going to pay for the fully and partially damaged houses or due to the apathy involved in
the survey conducted by government officials. The government has announced compensation
package for the earthquake victims, viz; USD 5725.72, USD 1908.57 and USD 954.29 each for a
deceased, fully damaged and partially damaged houses respectively. An additional amount of USD
1908.57 has been declared to be the right of those who may have lost their leg or limb.

Even the survey of the affectees conducted by the NGOs is not accurate. There have been even
public agitations against the survey conducted by an organization as prestigious as FOCUS
Humanitarian Assistance.The report published by Provincial Disaster Management Authority on
December 7, 2015, shows 3,378 fully damaged and 15,921 partially damaged houses in Chitral.
The same report identified 33 deaths and 200 injured. This is ridiculous, one can agree with the
report as far as the statistic about the fully damaged houses and human losses are concerned but
the figure about partially damaged houses is far from truth. As many as 90% of houses are partially
damaged in form of cracks in walls, having 2 to 5 inches separation of wall from each other which
the government is not ready to consider. The survey has not taken into consideration such
damages.

| personally know poor people who came to me to write applications for them addressing the
government authorities to include their names in the partially damaged list but no one paid any
heed to their grievances. A 75-year-old widow from my village, who survived the earthquake when
the villagers came to rescue her under the debris of the razed boundary wall of her mud-
constructed house, came to me to accompany her to the administration office to get relief items for
her. She couldn’t keep pace with me on walking to administration office. Unable to walk properly
due to pain in her legs and back, because of surviving under the razed wall, she reached the office
in an hour which otherwise is a distance of about five minutes. This widow never got any relief
despite of her feeble struggles. This is the situation of poor affectees living in the administrative
headquarters, what to say of those living miles away from it.

The following table illustrates the sector based costs in USD for rehabilitation in Chitral as
identified by the provincial government report. The report takes into account partially and fully
damaged infrastructure but do not gives any figure as to the cost of reconstruction and
rehabilitation of damaged houses. However, data on Rehabilitation and Reconstruction cost on
damaged houses could be provided to interested organizations and individuals who may want to
involve in any way in reconstruction and rehabilitation process.

As for as the damaged houses are concerned, which have not been identified in the above table, a
help of 5 t0 6 thousand USD and 2 to 3 thousand USD each for every fully damaged and partially
damaged houses respectively could help in rehabilitation and reconstruction of each respectively in
addition to the Pakistan government’s promised amount. The affectees looking towards the
government, NGOs, donor agencies for help in the reconstruction of their damaged houses, which
could start in March once snow recedes.

External response and shortcomings

The aftermath of both the calamities witnessed external responses from the government and
NGOs. Few NGOs reached Chitral in the relief and rescue phase and their number exceeded a
dozen in the aftermath of the Earthquake. These included the subsidiary organs of the AKDN,
especially the FOCUS Humanitarian Assistance Pakistan, Karachi Welfare Trust, Al-Khidmat
Foundation, CRS, Islamic Relief, HANDS, WFP and others to name a few. The relief which these
NGOs provided were food Items, kitchen utensils, cash by some NGOs extending to the limit of
143.14 USD to each household in selected areas, tents, warm garments and the like things. All
these were laudable, but were not sufficient to help the effectees who are living in tents in freezing
temperature. The urgent need was of temporary shelters which were never provided. However,
FOCUS is saying that it will provide shelters in the coming few weeks. Perhaps it is waiting for the
freezing temperature to recede!

Another NGO — perhaps Karachi Trust — is providing shelter but requires the affectees to
National z
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contribute some 50% of the total cost in the installation of the one-room shelter.

There were some short comings as well, of the external response. Lack of correct survey and
delay, inefficiency and mishandling in the distribution of relief items tops the list of the external
response shortcomings. In many instances, provision of the same items by different stakeholders
piled up bags of flour in an affectees possession with no rice to boil. Furthermore, no agency paid
any attention to provide emergency shelters which are still direly needed, for people are living in
tents amid snow. If the people are alive under such circumstances is due perhaps to the hope of
any assistance in the coming few months.

Under this sorry state of affairs, the involved stakeholder must expedite their activities to provide
emergency shelters and it is the moral responsibility of everyone to play our part in helping the
really deserving poor people of Chitral.

What you can do

It is a moral obligation of everyone to help others in need you can do much in any capacity you are
in. You may be an individual donor, an NGO, a trust, a think tank, a policy making body or any
individual with no personal capacity to fund, but can raise the concerns of the poor affectees in
relevant platforms who may help them. If you are an NGO/trust/think tank, policy body or research
institution:

In any of the above capacity you can help by:
*Donating for rehabilitation in consultation with relevant stakeholders.

*Undertaking a neutral survey to identify affectees who for some reason have been left by previous
government and NGOs surveys.

« Assisting already involved stakeholders or through self initiatives in identifying medium, short and
long term measures to deal with such occurrences immediately and in future. These my include
possibility of constructing low cost earthquake proof houses/ infrastructure by keeping in view the
practices of communities across the globe who are more prone to earthquake and other natural
disasters.

Addressing the fear and mental concerns which the people harbor in mind due to frequent
occurrences of natural disasters. The people live in perpetual atmosphere of fear, which adversely
affect their health.

Pre and post-disaster mental preparation and rehabilitation training/workshops/sessions could be
one activity. Extending your expertise and research to undertake research regarding glacial lake
outburst floods etc. Extending your jurisdiction/area of activity to the affectees.

If you are an individual donor: In this capacity, you can share your sympathies with the people by
donating to the organizations working in the area. Transparency, a crucial factor for efficacy, must
be sought and mechanism must be enacted before extending donations to organization. Many
NGOs, civil society organizations, local support organizations are active. Connecting with them
could bring positive repercussions. If you are not a donor:

Not everyone could be a donor. You may be a student, a writer, a researcher etc. In any capacity
you can raise the concerns of the people in your own circles, in print and electronic media and in
other number of forum. Giving general awareness to the people clearly informing them about
ground realities could be effective in facilitating others to extend their attention to the affectees.

Mother Teresa once famously said, “I alone cannot change the world. But | can cast a stone
across the water to create many ripples”. The ripples crated by your endeavors may become a
precursor of the breeze of happiness which the calamity hit people of Chitral are waiting for.

Currently, most of the dwellers of the fully damaged houses are living in tents in freezing
temperatures. If nature inflicts no more cruelties they will withstand the harsh weather and in
March they will start reconstructing their abodes. The people looking towards each and every one
of us to help them in whatever capacity we are through whatever means we could.

Pakistan, February 06, 2016 — UN-Habitat, in close collaboration with the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and in partnership with the Asian Disaster
Preparedness Center (APDC) and Community Resilience Initiative (CRI), held a two-day workshop
to build the capacity and support of the Government at the National and Provincial level under the
Supporting Government in developing more synergized, cohesive, and inclusive disaster risk
management policies project.

Mr. Amer Afaq, Director General for PDMA Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, attended as the Chief Guest and
inaugurated this capacity-building workshop which focused on the Multi-Hazard Vulnerability Risk
Assessment done in two districts, Chitral and D.l. Khan in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. Experts
from the government, academia and humanitarian sector attended the event and discussed the
challenges pertaining to improved Disaster Risk Management (DRM) policies, various assessment
tools including remote sensing and Geographical Information System (GIS) and their use and
importance in disaster management, as well as participated in group discussions and activities
leading to valuable suggestions to improve DRM policies.

Mr. Amer Afaq, while addressing the participants, said: “This is a very important exercise for us; we
need proper and updated information regarding our area’s vulnerability to both natural and man-
made disasters. One dollar spent today for assessments can save us ten dollars tomorrow for
response. | request each district's administration and line departments to coordinate and facilitate
the implementing partners to make this initiative successful as it is going to help us become
disaster resilient.”

Multi- Hazard Vulnerability and Risk Assessment Capacity Building Workshop inaugurated in
Peshawar, Pakistan1Ms. Bella Evidente, Country Programme Manager, UN-Habitat Pakistan,
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commented in relation to the discussion at the workshop and said: “UN- Habitat is pleased to
provide technical advisory support to the provincial government through PDMA in strengthening
the policy and planning process at provincial and district levels. The investment in good quality
assessment pays back during the master planning and improvement of socio-economic conditions
of the area. UN-Habitat is proud to be working closely with the Government of KP for a cohesive
and inclusive policy advice and support.”

Ms. Sumera Izhar and Mr. Asad ur Rehman of UN-Habitat, Dr. Shafique, Dr. Amir Khan, Mr. Asif
Khan, Dr. Anwar Saeed Khan and Mr. Naveed of CRI imparted valuable information regarding the
project’s process, results, and findings and gave suggestions to scale up the benefits at the
National and Provincial level. Notable persons from other districts and communities from divisional
headquarters (Abbottabad, Swat, Mardan, Kohat, and Bannu) actively participated in the
discussions and also provided valuable contributions and suggestions from their experience.

The Multi-Hazard Vulnerability and Risk Assessments were carried out in Chitral and D.l. Khan
with the involvement of the government, academic and science-based institutions. Local
community engagement and participation during the project's implementation was a significant
component and allowed the grassroots expertise to be consulted to the maximum extent possible.
Dissemination of information and transfer of knowledge to relevant National, Provincial and District
officials were undertaken along with defining roles and responsibilities to facilitate effective
coordination among all stakeholders in increasing resilience in these districts and successfully
managing repeated disasters.

SWAT (INP): Earthquake jolts were reported in Swat and adjoining areas on Friday. According to
reports, magnitude of earthquake was 3.0 on richtar scale and depth was 80 Km. No casualty has
been reported.

A three-magnitude earthquake shook Swat, Shangla and adjacent areas on Friday
afternoon.According to details, the epicentre of the quake was in Swat Valley, at the depth of 10
kilometres. Fear and panic gripped the residents as people came out of their houses and started
offering prayers. Fortunately, no loss of life or damage to property was reported till the filing this
report.

THARPARKAR: At least 139 children died of waterborne disease in January in Pakistan's
impoverished desert district of Tharparkar, which has been devastated by drought since 2013.Civil
society groups and opposition politicians say the Sindh provincial government’s response to the
crisis has been insufficient to prevent widespread hunger and disease."We have not seen any
benefits, despite government claims,” said Kamla Bibi of a local civil society group called
Thardeep.Nisar Khuhro, the provincial government spokesman, admitted there were problems, but
told IRIN that needs were being "urgently addressed".

Yet, four years into the crisis, farmers are still in need of seeds and fertiliser, according to
preliminary data in an unpublished report being prepared by the Pakistan Food Security Cluster,
which is led by the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization and the World Food
Programme.New irrigation systems also need to be built and old ones repaired, according to a
draft of the report obtained by IRIN.Officials from the FAO and WFP cautioned that the survey
results have not been finalised and that the findings of the report could change. But there is no
doubt that people are suffering as harvests fail and livestock die. This is especially true in the hard-
hit southeast of Sindh province, where Tharparkar is located. Although 96 percent of households
surveyed said they had received food assistance during the preceding two years, 90 percent said
drought had adversely impacted their food consumption.

“It can be safely concluded that food deprivation caused by the drought in the southeast is
increasing and worsening malnutrition, especially among children, pregnant and lactating women,”
says the draft report.In addition to lack of food, 68 percent of households surveyed in Tharparkar
reported that they drew water from potentially unsafe sources, which exposes them to diarrhea that
can cause malnutrition and vice-versa. The conditions “can be linked in a vicious cycle amongst
children,” according to the World Health Organisation.

According to a 31 January report by Alhasan Systems, a company that specialises in gathering
humanitarian data, at least 139 children died in Tharparkar in January. Alhasan Systems attributed
the deaths to a combination of drought-related disease and poor access to healthcare.Asha Bibi,
who heads a local civil society group called Polki, said his organization also counted at least 100
deaths from hospital records, but he told IRIN that it was possible that adults or other children were
dying.

“These are the children who die in hospitals,” he said. “There could be other deaths occurring in
small hamlets and villages which we know nothing about.”"The survey carried out by the Food
Security Cluster highlighted that access to healthcare is a major problem in the region. The
average distance people must travel to health facilities in Tharparkar is 17 kilometres. Out of the
nine districts surveyed in Sindh, researchers found: “Households in Tharparkar travel the longest
distance on average to access healthcare services.”

Even if a sick person makes it to a clinic, they may not receive adequate care. There are only 298
doctors in the district, which is home to more than 1.3 million people, while more than 215 village
dispensaries that sell medication and sometimes provide minor healthcare are “non-functional”,
according to Alhasan Systems.

The deaths of children in Tharparkar have sparked fierce debate in the provincial legislature.
Opposition members proposed in the 28 January session that the government require new doctors
entering the public health system in Sindh to work for a period of time in Tharparkar.Khuhro, the
provincial government spokesman, told IRIN that the government is committed to improving health
facilities, although he did not provide details of the plan.“We are doing everything we can to
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improve conditions at hospitals,” he said.

BAHAWALPUR: The swine flu claimed the life of two ‘women patients’ at the Bahawal Victoria
Hospital (BVH) here on Wednesday.The BVH officials confirmed only one death due to swine flu
claiming that other patient Ghazia having a pregnancy of seven weeks had some internal and
gynae complications and that pneumonia was the cause of her death.

Dr Aamir Aziz of the emergency ward said Rugaya was admitted to the special ward about three
days back.

He said she was tested HINI positive by the NIH laboratory in Multan and was being treated. He
said her condition became serious on Tuesday night despite being properly looked after and she
died on Wednesday.

Dr Aziz said that Ghazia of Chak 131, Murad, Chishtian tehsil, was hospitalized about five days
back. Her blood samples were sent to the NIH laboratory in Multan, which declared her result
negative.He said she was being treated for other complications arising out of her pregnancy, but
she expired..

PESHAWAR—The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UNHabitat) in close
collaboration with Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and in
partnership with the Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (APDC) and Community Resilience
Initiative will work together to support the government under the “Supporting Government in
developing more synergized, cohesive, and inclusive disaster risk management policies” Project.
This was stated by Amer Afaq, Director General, PDMA KP during capacity building workshop
focused on the MultiHazard Vulnerability Risk Assessment done in two districts, Chitral and D.I.
Khan in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, held at PDMA Office.

Experts from the government, academia and humanitarian sector attended the event and
discussed the challenges pertaining to improved DRM policies, various assessment tools including
remote sensing and Geographical Information System (GIS) and their use and importance in
disaster management, as well as participated in group discussions and activities leading to
valuable suggestions to improve DRM policies.

Afaqg, while addressing the participants said this is a very important exercise for PDMA, which
needs proper and updated information regarding our area’s vulnerability to both natural and
manmade disasters. He said PDMA requests each district’'s administration and line departments to
coordinate and facilitate the implementing partners to make this initiative successful as it is going
to help us become disaster resilient.

Ms Bella Evidente, Country Program Manager, UNHabitat Pakistan said, “UNHabitat is pleased to
provide technical advisory support to the provincial Government through PDMA in strengthening
the policy and planning process at provincial and district levels. She said, the investment in good
quality assessment pays back during the master planning and improvement of socioeconomic
conditions of the area. She said, UNHabitat is proud to be working closely with the Government of
KP for a cohesive and inclusive policy advice and support.”

Amer further added the MultiHazard Vulnerability and Risk Assessments were carried out in Chitral
and D.I. Khan with the involvement of the government, academic, and sciencebased institutions.
He said, Local/community engagement and participation during project implementation was a
significant component allowing the grassroots expertise to be consulted to the maximum extent
possible.

A non-profit group has requested a legal probe into a wave of children's deaths in southern
Pakistan, saying authorities should do more to protect residents from a long-running drought.
"More than 100 children have died since the start of January" in Sindh, said Shuja Qureshi of
Pakistan Institute of Labour Education and Research (PILER). "And we do not see any plan to
tackle this issue."

"We sent an urgent application to the Sindh High Court on January 22 to resume hearing our
petition of 2014 for a probe to know the reasons for the deaths," he said. Children are apparently
dying from malnutrition and lack of medical services in the province's desert district of Tharparkar.

In 2014, the district saw 250 children's deaths linked to the problems, he said. A court order that
year to determine the extent and causes of the problem was resisted by the provincial arm of the
government of the Pakistan People's Party (PPP) of former president Asif Ali Zardari. Officials this
year defended the authorities' more recent response, and said the death count was being inflated
and played for political gain by critics.

"Media is giving exaggerated figures," said Allah Joria, superintendent of the district administrator
office in Tharparkar. "l think they also include deaths of [older] boys and elderly people." "So far
only 40 [infant] deaths have been reported since the start of January," Joria said. The figures at the
heart of the debate are unclear. Pakistan's infant mortality rate is among the highest in the world.

The average nation-wide rates, as estimated by the World Bank, would account for around 200
deaths per month of children under one year old in Tharkparkar, whose population is estimated at
1.5 million. But families who lost children agree with activists in Tharparkar that the problem is
bigger than official counts show, and that authorities are failing to tackle the problem. "I lost my
four-month-old son, Dil Shad, two weeks ago," resident Yousaf Jarar said. "I know many people
who have buried their kids in the past weeks."

Jarar's son was brought to a hospital with pneumonia but died on the same day due to
"weakness," according to the official record, he said. Regular drought since 2011 has killed off
livestock and affected crops, said Ali Akbar, chief of local health organisation AWARE. "The
drought has added to malnutrition. New-borns are often weak and vulnerable to diseases," he said.

"Last year there was rain but it was not enough and it also came late," he added. Sono
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Khangharani, a local health activist, said "poverty and lack of proper food" is at the heart of the
problem, and has been compounded by an inadequate government response. "The government is
not ready to accept the problem of deaths or malnutrition," he said.

"There is also the issue of corruption, as medicines meant for poor people are stolen by officials
who sell them to private clinics." Poor infrastructure and remoteness - Tharparkar covers around
22,000 square kilometres - could be another reason for the deaths, according to Amar Gurior, a
local freelance journalist. But the government said the issue of infant mortality is a conspiracy to
destabilise it.

Joria rejected allegations that authorities were responding slowly or that aid was inadequate. "We
do not have shortages of anything. We have enough grains for people and enough medicine to
deal with patients," he told dpa. According to a report by the Sindh branch of the National Disaster
Management Authority, from March 2104 to March 2015 the government provided 752,228 bags of
wheat flour to stricken families.

It also provided blankets, food, mosquito nets and other emergency materials. It said 259,946
families were affected by the drought. "In addition to hospitals, the mobile health teams are
working in the district to provide medical services," Joria said. But such claims are little consolation
to those who have lost children. "The situation is not good. None of the officials came to me with
offers of help when my son was sick and even after the death nobody came to offer financial or
material support,” Jarar said.

As many as 143 children under five years of age have died due to various diseases in Tharparkar
district of Sindh province during the last four months.According to the report issued by the Sindh
health department, at least 143 children under five years of age have died due to various diseases
like malnutrition, starvation, premature births, drought and lack of health facilities in Tharparkar
district in last four months.

The report further revealed that 6,362 children were brought to various hospitals’ OPDs in the
month of October 2015, out of which 542 were admitted for treatment, while 31 died during
treatment. In November 2015, 5,940 children with various pediatric ailments were shifted to
healthcare centers, out of which 458 were admitted for treatment, while 28 died later due to
multiple reasons. It stated that 7036 children were shifted to public hospitals in various areas of
Thar in the month of December 2015, out of which 722 got admissions for treatment while 44 died
during treatment.

Similarly, malnutrition, starvation, and lack of health facilities claimed 40 lives in first month of 2016
out of 877 admissions. More than 8,778 children under five years of age were brought to the
hospitals in the month of January.A total 2,80,00 children were brought to different hospitals of
Tharparkar in four months, out of which 2,599 were admitted for treatment in this time period.

LAHORE: A swine flu patient died on Monday bringing the death toll from the influenza in Lahore
to seven since January 1, a spokesman for the Health Department said.

The patient whose identity could not be ascertained had been admitted to Nawaz Sharif Social
Security Hospital on being tested positive for the virus.

ISLAMABAD: Preservation of Marghalla Hills National Park is imperative for protection Federal
Capital's environment and ecosystem.

Minister of State for Capital Administration & Development Division (CA&DD) Dr. Tariq Fazal
Chaudhary on Tuesday on Tuesday expressed thses views in a meeting on Development Plan for
Capital, according to a news release.About the recommendations of Islamabad Wildlife
Association regarding Margallah Hills National Park, Minister of State said "I am committed to
preserve, conserve and protect the bio-diversity of Marghalla Hills National Park.He said
"protection of Margallah Hills National Park is my commitment with the residents of Capital."

He said this park is the beauty of Islamabad, the Capital and its protection is part of Islamabad
Development Plan.The Minister of State directed the Capital Development Authority to take all
necessary measures and appropriate steps to bring the management of the park upto the
international standards.Dr. Tariq Fazal Chaudhary also issued directions to increase the number of
forest guards, deployed for the protection of the park.

THARPARKAR: Three more children died of malnutrition at Civil Hospital Umerkot in drought-hit
Tharparkar late on Monday.Hospital sources said three children who died late on Monday included
a newborn, a two-month old and five years old, respectively.The dead children’s names were
Omar and Asif while, the newly born child’s father name is Keeval Bheel.

Dozens of children, suffering from malnutrition, are still being treated at in the Hospitals.On the
other hand, drought-hit people are migrating to safer place along with their livestock amid Sindh
government’s apathy.

KARACHI: Swine flu or HIN1 Influenza has started taking its toll in Karachi and health officials in
the city on Monday confirmed two deaths due to the infectious disease alone in the month of
January 2016.

“A one-year-old baby girl died due to H1N1 influenza complications yesterday (Sunday) at a
private hospital in the city while an 83-year-old man had died due to swine flu and pneumonia on
January 16,” Director of Health Karachi, Dr. Zafar Aijaz, told The News.

Earlier, a two-year-old child Allah Bux was tested positive for HIN1 Influenza during medical tests
conducted at the Sentinel Influenza lab at the Civil Hospital Karachi, making the total swine flu
positive cases to seven, officials said.

Health authorities in Karachi asked people to report to them if a person has high-grade fever with
cough, sore throat, diarrhea and vomiting but added that swine flu is an ordinary flu which only
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causes complications in people with compromised immunity including very old and sick people and
small children.

An outbreak of swine flu in various cities of Punjab has claimed lives of several people in Multan,
Lahore and Rawalpindi and some other cities of the province and now it has traveled to Karachi
and resulted in the deaths of, at least, two people.

THARPARKAR: Two more children on Monday fell prey to malnutrition in Tharparkar, death toll
risen to 120. As per details, in Civil Hospital Mithi (CHM), 18-days-old Barkat and 18-months-old
Khadija in Saghror village died as a result of the outbreak of waterborne diseases.

Atleast 120 children have lost their lives in a span of 32 days. Rescue efforts have still not been
started in the far flung areas of Thar whereas the basic health centers and dispensaries
established in the villages lack medical facilities. Moreover, neither medicines nor medical teams
have been provided by the Sindh government to the affectees of drought-hit Thar.Lack of
resources has further added to the misery of the locals.

LAHORE - Pakistan Industrial and Traders Association Front (PIAF) Chairman Irfan Igbal Sheikh
has said that issuance of notices to industries by the Environment Department without even
properly probing the issue is a sheer injustice.“It has created unrest and panic among the
businessmen as they were unaware of the whole issue.” Irfan Igbal Sheikh urged Punjab CM
Shehbaz Sharif to direct the Environment Department to desist from such practices in future that
are bound to put reverse gear to all government efforts aimed at economic turnaround.

He said that at a time when no new local or foreign investor is ready to put his money in any new
venture in the province, the bureaucracy is busy in making moves against the existing
businesses.He said that the PIAF, since its very inception, is striving for the promotion of trade and
industry but the recent issuance of notices to industrial units is a calculated move to thwart these
efforts. He said that business community knows well that the environmental issues were of prime
importance therefore the export-oriented industry has already been tackling them on priority,
asking the Punjab government to also extend every possible help to the industrial sector in this
regard. He said that compliance to environmental standards was a prerequisite to do business with
the developed world therefore the Environment Department should work tirelessly to educate the
business community on these standards. He suggested the government to encourage the
establishment of low-cost water treatment plants and plants to control carbon emission,
announcing some subsidy or incentives as the industry cannot afford high cost plants.The
Chairman said that the PIAF was taking all possible measures to educate its members about the
environmental standards in vogue the world over.He said that the cases should not be registered
against the businessmen on environmental issues as the industrialists always try their level best to
comply with all government rules and regulations.

Another swine flu patient died in Nawaz Sharif Social Security Hospital (NSSH) here on Monday,
bringing the death toll to seven in Lahore since January 1.

The victim, whose identity could not be ascertained, was a resident of Lahore and he had been
admitted to the hospital after he was tested positive for the swine flu virus.
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Army has sought additional funds from the finance ministry to raise a new
security division and an additional 28 security battalions, it emerged on Sunday. A statement
released by the ministry of finance said senior officials from the army had a meeting with Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar at his ministry in Islamabad, where the demand for “financing and the release of
funds” was made by military officials. The statement quoted Dar as saying that the “government
attaches the highest importance to security matters” and assured the “provision of funds for the
new security division and additional battalions.” Pakistan Army is currently spearheading a war
against terrorism in Pakistan's northern tribal areas bordering Afghanistan, where terrorists from
militant organisations are believed to have taken refuge.

In June 2014, the army launched a comprehensive military operation — Zarb-i-Azb — against
Taliban militants threatening the writ of the state by launching brazen attacks on government and
military installations. Since then, the military has claimed to kill thousands of militants in air raids in
the north and through intelligence-based operations in various parts of the country. But the threat
of militancy and extremism is far from from over. Despite the military offensive and stringent
counter-terror measures, Taliban terrorists managed to breach the security of a university in
Charsadda last month, killing 21 students and professors in an attack that bore resemblance to the
brazen Dec 2014 assault on an army-run school in Peshawar that killed 144.

LAHORE: The Punjab Safe Cities Authority bill passed by the provincial assembly this week seeks
development and maintenance of an integrated command, control and communication (IC3)
system in major cities of the province. The bill says that a separate fund — called the IC3 fund — will
be set up for the authority to meet its expenses. The funds will consist of grants from federal and
provincial governments, foreign aid and loans and proceeds from all charges and income from sale
of its assets and any recovery made otherwise. A special provision in the bill grants immunity from
legal proceedings to those associated with the authority including consultants. The bill reads: “No
suit, prosecution or any other legal proceedings shall lie against the authority, the chairperson, the
vice chairperson, the managing director, the secretary, any other member, officer, employee,
expert or consultant of the authority, in respect of anything done or intended to be done in good
faith under this act.” The bill says that the authority may construct and maintain IC3 systems for
future expansion and enter into contracts, grant licenses, leases, make other arrangements and
perform all tasks necessary for efficient functioning of these systems. The bill states that the
authority will work under the chairmanship of Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif. It will have a vice
chairperson. Other members will include the finance minister, the chief secretary, the Planning and
Development chairman, the home secretary, the finance secretary, the Punjab Information
Technology Board chairman, the police heads of cities concerned, three eminent persons
nominated by the government and lawmakers.

The authority will have an executive committee chaired by the chief secretary and a management
committee chaired by the IGP. It will have a chief operating officer who will also serve as the
secretary of the authority, the bill states. Speaking about the expected role of the authority, the
chief minister said on Saturday that it would play help maintain law and order and control crime in
cities. He said all resources would be utilised for maintenance of law and order and protection of
life and property. “The use of latest technology is the need of the hour for curbing crime and
making the cities safer. The completion of this important project will help control crime and keep a
watchful eye on miscreants,” he said. The bill was passed on Monday and would become an Act
as soon as it was signed by the governor. In its report on the bill, the Standing Committee on
Home Affairs’ had submitted that the project would be initiated in Lahore and replicated in
Faisalabad, Rawalpindi and Multan in the second phase. Later, it will be expanded to other major
urban centres in the province.

ISLAMABAD: The chief of the country’s primary civilian intelligence agency will brief a Senate
committee on Feb 9 on counter-measures taken to guard against ‘spy signals’ emanating from the
Diplomatic Enclave, ostensibly aimed at the Prime Minister's Secretariat and other sensitive
buildings in its vicinity. Intelligence Bureau Director General Aftab Sultan is expected to tell the
Senate Standing Committee on Interior about the gadgets and technology that were being used to
spy on Pakistan and detail the measures being taken. Rehman Malik, a former interior minister and
chairman of the committee, told Dawn that very strong signals had been detected during a meeting
in the prime minister’s cabinet room, back in 2012. He said the meeting had to be postponed as
the local security apparatus was unable to block the signals. The disclosures that certain foreign
embassies were involved in bugging the phones of important personalities, and that the cabinet
room was still being spied on, were made by Senator Malik in June last year during a meeting of
the committee. He made these claims days after a PML-N lawmaker, Chaudhry Tanvir Khan,
moved an adjournment motion in the Senate, seeking the suspension of normal business to
discuss the phone-tapping of important personalities by foreign embassies. The matter was finally
referred to the Senate Standing Committee on Interior for a probe into the claim.

Senator Malik told Dawn that the initial part of the meeting, where the issue of spying and phone-
tapping would be discussed, would be in-camera. Sources said that the Chairman of Senate
Standing Committee on Rules and Privileges, retired Col Tahir Hussain Mashhadi — who is also a
member of the committee on interior — may use the opportunity to raise the alleged tapping of
former Finance Minister Salim Mandviwala’s phone by the Intelligence Bureau. Mr Mashhadi’s
committee had summoned the IB chief last year to respond to a privilege motion, moved by Mr
Mandviwala, alleging that his mobile phone was being tapped by a spy agency. The IB chief,
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however, had said the bureau was not tapping the telephones of politicians and parliamentarians,
but it had blanket permission to tap the phones of suspected terrorists and criminals. He said the
bureau required prior permission from the prime minister to tap someone’s phone. “l can say
categorically that | have not received any directives, either from previous or the present prime
minister, to tap the telephones of parliamentarians,” he had said. After the DG’s remarks, Mr
Mandviwala showed the committee a copy of an internal IB communiqué, carrying a directive to
provide the complete call data of his personal number. The IB chief initially said that the “internal
memo” was fake, but sought more time to verify its authenticity when asked to say so in writing.
Even though a report was sought from the IB chief within ten days, the status of that internal memo
still remains a mystery. Other items on agenda of the Standing Committee on Interior include the
reasons and contributing factors for illegal immigration from Pakistan, total figures of illegal
immigrants for the last five years, implementation of Immigration Ordinance 1979 and the number
of fake recruiting agencies and action taken against them by the Federal Investigation Agency.

QUETTA: At least two suspected militants of a banned militant outfit were killed while another 35
were arrested on Sunday during a search operation conducted by Frontier Corps in Sariyab and
adjoining areas of Quetta. “Two militants of a banned organisation were killed and 35 were
rounded up during a search operation,” an FC spokesperson said, adding arms were recovered
from the possession of the accused. “Two hand grenades, two SMGs, one Makarov pistol, one
shotgun, seven TT pistols, one 9mm pistol, two 30 bore pistols and several rounds were also
recovered from the possession of the suspects,” the spokesperson added. The development
comes only a day after as many as 10 people, including four security personnel, were killed while
23 others sustained injuries in a suicide attack targeting the FC in Quetta.

A convoy of FC personnel comprising a truck and two other vehicles was on a routine patrol on the
Adalat Road of the provincial capital on Saturday when a suicide attacker who was riding a bicycle
targeted the convoy, sources told The Express Tribune. Soon after the attack, the outlawed
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed responsibility for the attack. “The TTP’s TSG unity
carried out the attack that targeted the convoy of security forces,” Taliban spokesperson,
Mohammad Khorasani said. Earlier this week, Army chief General Raheel Sharif termed
Balochistan a “hotbed of proxy wars” as he promised a relentless fight to restore peace in the
volatile province which has been wrecked by militant, sectarian, ethnic and terrorist violence since
2004.

NEWS DESK: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Raheel Sharif discussed overall regional
security situation with greater reference to Afghanistan in a meeting with US special representative
for Afghanistan and Pakistan Richard G Olson. Ambassador Olson called on the army chief at the
General Headquarters in Rawalpindi on Saturday where matters related to regional security came
under discussion, the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said in a statement. The visiting
ambassador has appreciated the efforts of Pakistan in fighting against terrorism. On February 4,
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and the army chief discussed the role of hostile foreign intelligence
agencies and their collaborators in fomenting instability in the country. According to the ISPR, in a
high-level meeting at the ISI headquarters, the army chief emphasised the need for continued
efforts across the country to consolidate gains of operation Zarb-e-Azb. “The role of hostile
[foreign] intelligence agencies and their collaborators in fomenting instability in Pakistan and
undermining Pakistan’s interests was discussed in detail,” the statement said. It added that
management of Pak-Afghan border including way forward was also discussed during the meeting.

QUETTA: A suicide attack targeted a security forces' vehicle near the premises of the heavily
guarded Quetta district courts on Saturday. At least eight people, including two Frontier Corps (FC)
personnel, were killed on the spot and at least 35 others were wounded in the powerful explosion.
Later, another wounded person succumbed to his injuries in a hospital bringing the death toll to
nine. DIG Imtiaz Shah confirmed it was a suicide attack and said the attacker blew himself up near
a vehicle belonging to the FC. The banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) has claimed
responsibility for the attack in an email sent to journalists. The claim could not be independently
verified. Balochistan province's home secretary Akbar Durrani told journalists that six people were
injured in the blast. "We can not ascertain right now whether it was an Improvised Explosive
Device (IED) or a suicide bomb attack,” said Akbar Durrani. The blast partially damaged the
security forces' vehicle and shattered the window panes of nearby buildings.

Television footage showed several wounded FC personnel being shifted from the scene. Rescue
and emergency teams reached the blast site. An emergency was declared in all nearby hospitals,
while the wounded have been shifted to Civil Hospital Quetta. All the injured were rushed to Civil
hospital Quetta for medical treatment. Dr. Rasheed Jamali, an on-duty physician in the hospital
told DawnNews that eight people among the injured were in serious condition and were moved to
Combined Military Hospital (CMH) for medical treatment Traffic in the area is usually jam-packed
with a market, district ans sessions courts and a number of government building situated in the
vicinity. The explosion was heard in a wide area. Inspector General Froniter Corps General Sher
Afgan while talking to media confirmed that it was a suicide attack, adding that the terrorists are
attacking soft targets as the successes achieved by armed forces and FC during anti-terror
operation have destroyed their power. "Such attacks cannot dampen our spirits as we will continue
fighting these elements till the establishment of peace in Balochistan," said General Sher Afgan.

Condemnations pour in

Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari and other political leaders condemned the blast. In statement released from PM House, the
prime minster while condemning the attack, directed authorities to give best medical treatment to
the injured. The PM also directed law enforcement officials to hunt down the culprits responsible
for this terror attack. PPP Chairman, in his condemnation statement, said that terrorism is menace
and can only be eliminated by standing united and strengthening democracy. Bilawal Bhutto
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expressed sympathies with with the members of the bereaved families and prayed for the early
recovery of injured. Quetta is the provincial capital of Balochistan. The province has been
experiencing incident violence and targeted killings since more than a decade. The largest
province of the country by area, is home to a low-level insurgency by ethnic Baloch separatists. Al
Qaeda-linked and sectarian militants also operate in the region. The province shares borders with
Afghanistan and Iran.

ISLAMABAD: The Quadrilateral Coordination Group on Afghanistan meeting is under way here
today to contemplate a roadmap for peace and reconciliation, government sources said yesterday.
Senior officials of Pakistan, Afghanistan, China and the US are attending the meeting, the third
since formation of the four-nation group in December. Addressing the opening session, Adviser to
Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz said that Pakistan fully supports Afghan reconciliation
process. He hoped that a roadmap for the peace talks between the Afghan government and the
Afghan Taliban would soon be finalised. The Coordination Group will pick up the third from the
second meeting held in Kabul last month. Member-countries of the Heart of Asia Process on the
sidelines of the conference on Afghanistan, hosted by Pakistan in December last year, formed the
Quadrilateral Group to strive to steer out Afghanistan from the decades of violence and establish
peace through peaceful means. The group has so far held three meeting to move beyond the
continuous cycle of conflict by engaging the Taliban who have so far not joined the reconciliation
process even though the main faction of Taliban, led by Mullah Akhtar Mansur, has hinted at
joining it at an appropriate time. Political observers and analysts believe that peace and
reconciliation process in Afghanistan will not bear fruits until the Afghan government offers some
attractive incentives to the insurgents to come to the negotiation table.

LAHORE: Eighteen senior police officers, two DIGs among them, are likely to be demoted after
the Supreme Court verdict declaring “out-of-turn” promotions illegal. These officers (mostly SPs)
will get the rank of deputy superintendent of police and even inspector. The Punjab police have
been employing delaying tactics in implementation of two similar judgments the Supreme Court
had passed in 2013 and 2015. The apex court in its judgement of 2013 had declared: “No police
personnel or civil servant is entitled to out-of-turn promotion on account of gallantry award or
otherwise.” In its latest decision on Jan 26, 2016, the SC expressed its utter displeasure over non-
compliance of the earlier orders and warned the Punjab IG, the home secretary and the chief
secretary of contempt of court proceeding. “The non-compliance of this judgment shall expose
these officials concerned to contempt proceedings,” the SC declares in its judgment (a copy is
available with Dawn). DIG Akhtar Omar Hayat Lalayka and CIA SP Umar Virk were among the
beneficiaries of out-of-turn promotions. Officials say Mr Virk, who is using the rank of CIA SSP
these days, is most likely to be made DSP if the Punjab police implement the Supreme Court order
in letter and spirit. Similarly, some others may be demoted to the rank of inspectors and if the
demotions are effected on the expected scale, it will be a ‘rare’ happening in the Punjab police
history.

The other police officers included SPs Shahid Pervez Rana, Shahid Razaq Qureshi, Awais Malik,
Faisal Gulzar Awan, ljaz Shafi Dogar, Mansoor Naji, Raja Basharat Mahmood, Tahir Maqgsood,
Naeemul Hassan Khan, Syed Jamat Ali Bukhari, Karamatullah Malik and Rai Zameerul Hag. DIG
Javed Husain Shah and SPs Zarait Kiyani and Irfanullah have already retired. The Punjab Police
have sought from the regional and district police the promotion record of all these officers to
process the case for demotion. Outgoing Headquarters DIG Muhammad Farooq Mazhar had
written a letter on Feb 1 last to the regional police officers (RPOs) and district police officers
(DPOs) concerned seeking details about 20 police officers. The letter states: “The cases of out- of-
turn promotions/gallantry awards are being processed by Establishment Il Branch”. The letter
further states the record of the out-of-turn promotion cases of the following police officers, including
recommendations received from the Regions, Units, courts’ orders and other related
material/record, may be furnished to this office at the earliest to proceed further in the matter.
Earlier, the Advocate General Punjab in a written assurance apprised the SC that the Punjab
government has started implementing the judgments.

“We must record our displeasure over the inaction on the part of the Punjab government for the
directions issued by this court in 2013 and 2015. We expect that all the out of turn promotions
granted either to the police personnel or gallantry award or otherwise shall be undone within four
weeks from today and their seniority be re-fixed,” the Supreme Courtm declares in its judgment. It
further states that the out-of-turn promotions from constables to any gazetted officers shall be
streamlined in terms of the aforesaid two judgements. “On completion of the exercise the Punjab
IG, the home secretary and chief secretary shall submit a compliance report with the assistant
registrar of this court for our perusal in chambers,” the SC directed.

ISLAMABAD: A parliamentary panel will soon take up the issue of non-disbursement of funds to
families from the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) which had been displaced due to
Operation Zarb-e-Azb. “The approved Rs1 billion is shuttling around in different files and in our
next meeting we will scrutinise the federal government’s glaring injustice,” said Jamiat Ulema
Islam-Fazal (JUI-F) Jamaluddin, who is chairman of the National Assembly’s Standing Committee
on States and Frontier Regions (Safron). He claimed that nearly 20 months after an operation
against militants in the tribal areas began, codenamed Zarb-e-Azb, the government had released
only Rs10 billion. Out of this a paltry sum of Rs1 billion had been marked for disbursement among
TDPs for rehabilitation while the remaining was for the security establishment. But this sum was
still stuck in the bureaucracy and red tape. The government had earmarked Rs100 billion for Fata
of which Rs55 billion was reserved for rehabilitation of 336,762 Fata families affected by Operation
Zarb-e-Azb, while the remaining Rs45 billion was for military purposes. According to Economic
Affairs Division’s secretary, the Fata Secretariat is providing each returning family a one-time
transportation covers of Rs. 10,000 in addition to a one-time Rs25,000 rehabilitation sum.

Jamaluddin, whose JUI-F is an ally of the government, criticised incumbent Pakistan Muslim
National z

Journalists
Forum




(.2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN 14

League-Nawaz for unfairly attaching the military establishment with Fata. “There is need to
understand the concept that Fata needs special treatment,” he stressed. “The federal government
is not sincere about rehabilitation and development in the tribal areas.” He lamented that the
government had failed to provide tents to returning TDPs. “We will give our recommendations
(during the committee) for the disbursement of the pledged amount among real stakeholders, the
people of the tribal region,” he said, adding, “There is no compensation for war displaced people of
the region.” Recently, officials of the finance ministry had briefed the lawmakers on the status of
Rs100 billion package announced by the government during the 2015-16 budget. The Jamaluddin-
led parliamentary panel had expressed concern over the slow pace of work on rehabilitation of
TDPs. Decrying the attitude of the minister for Safron, who is an ex-officio member of the
committee yet he does not attend its meetings, Jamaluddin said the committee will probably take
up the matter next week.

REIE EQNCEC VA ETCRICI RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Gen Raheel Sharif visited the National Counter-
counter-terror expertise Terrorism Training Centre (NCTC) in Pabbi on Thursday and witnessed the Pakistan-Sri Lanka-
with others: COAS Maldives exercise, an Inter-Services Public Relations press release said. The two-week ‘Eagle

Daily Dawn, February 5, 2016

Dash-I" exercise was focused on counter-terrorism operations and sharing of field combat
experiences of three armed forces. Owing to successes achieved by Zarb-i-Azb military operation,
a large number of friendly countries have requested Pakistan Army to organise training for their
troops at the NCTC, which is equipped with latest facilities. The Pakistan Army has so far
conducted exercises with Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, China and Jordan to enhance their combat
efficiency. Pakistani troops have also imparted counter-terrorism training to police and other law-
enforcement agencies of all four provinces, Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Kashmir. The army chief
congratulated the participants of the exercise for displaying high level of professionalism and
combat skills. He emphasised that such exercises would consolidate the special relationship
among three forces and help eliminate terrorism from the region.

Gen Sharif said terrorism was a global phenomenon and terrorists had no country, religion or sect.
Pakistan had been victim of terrorism for over a decade and sacrificed a lot but in the end, the
country had turned the tide primarily because of resilience displayed by the whole nation and
professionalism of the armed forces, he added. “We are willing to share our experiences with the
world for the benefit of humanity and as an obligation towards international peace.” He said that
Pakistan Army had also taken the initiative of providing counter-terrorism training to the personnel
of police and other law-enforcement agencies in Pakistan in an effort to enhance their capacity and
make them capable of dealing with this menace in an efficient manner. Praising the performance
and potential of the trainees, he said such training would enhance the confidence of law-
enforcement agencies. Foreign military delegates from Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Maldives and
South Africa witnessed the exercise and lauded professionalism of Pakistan Army.

(C1LeY oI WYY oTo s LI-WI--Ye [T R (el NEWS DESK: Army Chief General Raheel Sharif has said terrorism is a global phenomenon and
defeat terrorism: General required a coordinated, global response. According to the ISPR, General Raheel visited on
Raheel Thursday the National Counter Terrorism Center (NCTC) to witness exercise “Eagle Dash-
I” between Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Maldives in Pabbi, Nowshera district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Congratulating the participants for displaying high level of professionalism and combat skills, army
chief underscored that such exercises consolidate special relationship between the forces and help
eliminate terrorism from the region. “Terrorism is a global phenomenon and terrorists have no
country, religion or sect. Hence, a coordinated global response from us all [is required].” “Pakistan
has been victim of terrorism for over a decade and sacrificed a lot but at the end we have turned
the tide primarily due to resilience displayed by the whole nation and professionalism of our armed
forces,” added the COAS.

General Raheel said Pakistan was “willing to share our experiences with the world for the benefit
of humanity and as an obligation towards international peace”. He said Pakistan Army had taken
the initiative of providing counter-terrorism training to police and other law enforcement agencies in
Pakistan in an effort to enhance their capacity in dealing with terrorism. Foreign military delegates
from Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Maldives and South Africa witnessed the exercise. The two-week
trilateral exercise focused on counter-terrorism operations and sharing of field combat experience
of the three armed forces, the ISPR said. Owing to the successes of Operation Zarb-e-Azb, a large
number of friendly countries had requested Pakistan Army to organise training for their troops at
the state of the art NCTC, added the statement. So far Pakistan Army has conducted joint
exercises with Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, China and Jordan to enhance their combat efficiency.

The Express Tribune, February 4,
2016

Main facilitator of BKU PESHAWAR: In a major breakthrough, intelligence agencies have claimed to have arrested the
attack arrested main facilitator of the attack on the Bacha Khan University that left about 20 people dead and
Daily Dawn, February 3, 2016 several others wounded, credible sources said.

According to them, Waheed Ali alias Arshad, categorised as “Terrorist A”, was arrested in
Nowshera last week. “He had made arrangements to flee to Afghanistan and hired a taxi to take
him to the Pak-Afghan border at Torkham. Had there been any further delay, the man would have
slipped away,” the sources said. “He had shaved his beard and had packed up. His taxi was
intercepted and he was picked up after positive identification,” said the sources, requesting they
not be identified.

In his initial statement, according to the sources, the alleged facilitator who is in his early 30s said
the planning of the attack on the university had been in works for six months in Achin district of
Afghanistan, the base of themilitant commander Khalifa Omar Mansoor alias Omar Naray. He said
he had surreptitiously made videos of the Punjab Regiment Centre and a police station in Mardan
as possible targets and taken the footages in a memory chip to Omar Naray, but the plans had
been dropped because of heavy security in the two places. The mastermind and planners,
Waheed said, later opted for Abdul Wali Khan University in Mardan and prepared a group of four
militants to carry out the attack. He said that he was the one who had made the video of the four
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attackers with Khalifa Mansoor and that was the reason why the Abdul Wali Khan University was
mentioned in the video. He said Khalifa Mansoor had provided him Rs1 million to execute the plan
and procure arms and ammunition for the attack. The plan to attack the Abdul Wali Khan
University was also cancelled because of better security arrangements and the mastermind was
informed about the new target in Charsadda.

According to the sources, the suspect said he had brought with him two attackers while the other
two were already with another facilitator, Riaz, in Charsadda. He identified the four attackers,
including an Afridi, one from Orakzai, one from Swat and one from South Waziristan. Waheed met
Baitullah Mehsud in 2008 and has since been associated with the outlawed Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan. He had fled to Karachi where he was involved in extortion. He did his matriculation from
Karachi and had lived there in the past as well. He is fluent in Urdu. According to the sources,
Waheed returned to his native town of Amankot in Nowshera about nine months ago and
established contacts with Khalifa Mansoor. He had been to Afghanistan a few times to coordinate
attacks. The alleged facilitator also provided the names of people from whom he had procured
arms and ammunition. With the arrest of the main facilitator, security agencies had completed the
ring of all facilitators of the Charsadda attack. Five other suspects identified as facilitators in the
attack are already in the custody of security agencies.

SUKKUR: The Larkana police arrested on Monday two policemen on charges of criminal activities
in Shikarpur on Tuesday. The two suspects, Shahzado alias Babloo and Babar, are said to be
involved in the kidnapping of a contractor. Their accomplices have yet to be arrested. On January
17, contractor Igbal Sial, a resident of Sachal Colony, Larkana, was overseeing construction work
of a building in his locality when four people arrived at the site in a car and introduced themselves
as police officials, said a Larkana-based journalist. The men took Igbal with them to question him
about his involvement in some crimes, he added. The four police officers were identified as Akram
Farooqui, Majid Ali, Madah Hussain Samo alias Shahzado alias Babloo and Babar. Igbal was first
kept in a quarter at Shikarpur police station and after a week was handed over to Khanpur SHO for
interrogation. Igbal was suspected of being involved in a suicide attack on former MNA Dr Ibrahim
Jatoi in 2013, said the journalist. Igbal was found innocent, but instead of releasing him, the
officials demanded Rs. 350,000 as ransom from his family. Igbal's brother, Shakeel Sial, had
registered a complaint at the Sachal police station when Igbal did not come home on January 17.
A police team and the ASP accompanied Shakeel when he went to Khanpur to pay the ransom.
Shakeel and the ASP, who was dressed in plainclothes, called the police constable Shahzado after
reaching the police station.

The officer came out of the police station, took the ransom money and asked the two to wait. The
journalist said that another man dressed in an army officer’'s uniform came out of the station along
with Igbal and the police constable Shahzado. The ASP’s guards, who were nearby, managed to
get hold of the man in army fatigues but the police constable resorted to aerial firing and fled.
Khanpur SHO Ayub Dogar reportedly forced the ASP to release Bilal, but the ASP refused. SHO
Dogar then called the Shikarpur SSP Nasir Aftab, who requested the ASP to release Babar which
the ASP did, the journalist added. Later on, the ASP informed Larkana DIG about the matter. The
DIG suspended and demoted SHO Dogar and ordered an inquiry into the matter. During inquiry,
SHO Dogar admitted his fault and expressed his willingness to accept any punishment, revealed a
source privy to the case. He claimed that his officers used him as a tool and denied receiving his
share of ransom money, the source added. SHO Dogar handed over the four police officers to the
Shikarpur police, but after investigation only two of them were arrested. ASP Naeem confirmed
to The Express Tribune that during inquiry, four policemen, including, Farooqui, Ali, Shahzado and
Babar have been implicated of being involved in criminal activities. The inquiry committee has not
yet finished its work, but the developments have revealed that these four police constables are
involved, he claimed. As far as the SHO Ayub Dogar is concerned, he has already been
suspended and demoted by the DIG, ASP Naeem added.

SSP Aftab did not answer his phone when contacted for his comments on the case.

Arms, ammunition were recovered from their possession. One hundred and twenty suspects were
arrested in Swabi on Wednesday. Arms and ammunition were recovered from them. Meanwhile, a
terrorist Suleman, who was wanted to Nowshera Police, was arrested in Lower Dir.

PESHAWAR: Eighteen Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) militants of the banned organisation's
Sajna group were killed in a drone strike in Afghanistan's Paktika province on Monday night,
security sources said. Members of the TTP offshoot were holding a meeting in Paktika's Birmal
area during which its leader Khan Said Sajna was expected to appear, sources said. It is pertinent
to mention that Sajna was reported killed in a drone strike last year, but the information had not
been independently verified. The Mehsud tribal faction, which Sajna heads, had not denied claims
of Sajna's death at the time. Of the TTP men killed today, 14 belong to the Mehsud tribe and four
to the Wazir tribe. Claims relating to the strike and the deaths could not be independently verified.
Khan Said Sajna became TTP’s deputy leader following the death of Wali-ur-Rehman in May
2013. He fought in Afghanistan and is believed to be involved in the attack on a Naval base in
Karachi. Sajna is credited with masterminding a 2012 jailbreak in which the Taliban freed 400
inmates from a prison in Bannu. Khan Said Sajna leads the Mehsud faction, which split from TTP
in May 2014 after former TTP leader Hakimullah Mehsud was killed in a United States (US) drone
strike. In a public statement following the split, he stated his continued commitment to terrorist
activity. The US designated Sajna a global terrorist in Oct 2014.

QUETTA: Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif on Tuesday said the terrorists aggravating
the security situation in Balochistan are externally supported. Addressing a seminar titled
"Prospects of Peace and Prosperity in Balochistan" attended by Chief Minister Balochistan
Sanaullah Zehri, former CM Abdul Malik Baloch and members of civil society, Gen Raheel claimed
that Balochistan is facing a number of socio-economic, ethnographic, sectarian issues. "These
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issues are further complicated by the foreign interference in the largest province of Pakistan which
also has a porous border spanning hundreds of kilometres," he added.

Establishment of NUST campus

He was of the view that youth are the future of Balochistan. It is, therefore, important to make the
youth of this province partners in peace and prosperity so they do not get lured by vague slogans
and elusive dreams. He also announced the establishment of a National University of Sciences
and Technology (NUST) campus in Quetta to provide quality education to students of the province.
The army chief claimed that recently, almost 18,000 young men from Balochistan were recruited in
armed forces and Frontier Corps (FC). “Peace through Integrated Approach” has been our primary
focus, where federal and provincial governments, state institutions, entire security apparatus and
people of Balochistan are working towards creating an environment of harmony, progress and
prosperity, said Gen Raheel. He said that politics of violence, hatred and terror has tarnished the
image of Quetta and the province but we need to continue our endeavours with full resolve and
dedication to bring back stability to the province and return the charm of Quetta that it was once
admired for. "On a personal note, Balochistan is very close to my heart. | was born in Quetta at 10
Litton Road. As a young lieutenant, my first posting was at Khuzdar. | have spent almost nine
years in Balochistan and served as Chief of Staff Southern Command," said Raheel Sharif.

KOHAT: Thousands of fake computerised national identity cards (CNICs), degrees, official stamps
and tampered bank cheques were confiscated in a raid on a house in Shpalkiwal area of Darra
Adam Khel on Monday. Assistant Political Agent Ali Asghar told Dawn by telephone that a large
number of fake arms and driving licences, degrees with stamps of vice chancellors and certificates
had been found during the raid. The stamps include those of deputy commissioners, political
agents, assistant political agents and educational staff. The business had been going on for 15
years and many people had got government jobs through these fake documents, suspect Arshad
reportedly admitted. Arshad surrendered to authorities who used the Collective Responsibility
Clause 21 of the Frontier Crimes Regulations.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif pledged on Monday to defeat the obscurantist
terrorists involved in attacks on educational targets in the country as schools across Punjab
resumed classes after a three-day closure over security concerns. “Those threatening our kids
from going to school will be defeated,” he said at a high-level meeting convened to review the
implementation of the National Action Plan (NAP) against terrorism and extremism. State-run and
private schools in Punjab and military-run schools across the country were briefly closed days after
terrorists unleashed a wanton killing spree at the Bacha Khan University in Charsadda on January
20. At least 21 people, mostly students, were killed in the chilling assault that bore resemblance to
the 2014 deadly rampage at Peshawar’s Army Public School. According to an official handout, the
prime minister renewed the nation’s ‘unflinching’ resolve to counter terrorism, saying every effort
would be made to root out the malady from every nook and cranny of the country. He added “The
unmatched sacrifices rendered by the law enforcement agencies (LEAs) are commendable in this
regard,” he said. The meeting was briefed about different stages of NAP implementation across
the country. Participants appreciated the successes achieved in Operation Zarb-e-Azb. Attendees
included army chief General Raheel Sharif, Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan, ISI chief Lt
Gen Rizwan Akhtar, National Security Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Nasser Janjua and senior civil and
military officials.

Sectarian purge in Punjab

Sources privy to what was discussed in the meeting told The Express Tribune that the military
leadership said that a counter-sectarianism purge in Punjab was essential for the success of NAP.
Interior Minister Nisar and Punjab’s police chief Mushtaq Ahmad Sukhera briefed the meeting on
the steps taken thus far against sectarianism in the province. In its last meeting held in November,
last year, Punjab’s Apex Committee had urged Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif to requisite the
services of Punjab Rangers to dismantle the hubs of sectarianism and militancy in the province,
but that has not been done thus far, sources said. After poring over the crucial subject, both civil
and military leaders concurred that sectarianism was rampant in Punjab, and bold steps would
have to be taken to eliminate this menace. The meeting also decided to put in place an effective
mechanism to choke funding of outlawed militant and sectarian groups, sources added. An array of
banned groups, including Jaish-e-Muhammad (JeM), Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) and Jamaat-ud-
Dawa (JuD), has a visible and strong presence in Punjab, especially in the impoverished southern
region. According to sources, the meeting also discussed the January 2 attack on an Indian Air
Force base in Pathankot which New Delhi blamed on the JeM. Subsequently, Pakistan’'s
government launched a crackdown against the group, detaining dozens of its activists. Sources
said IGP Sukhera briefed the meeting on the crackdown.

Karachi operation

Sources said the military leadership appreciated the federal government’s unequivocal support for
the ongoing targeted operation in Karachi, especially for the arrest of ‘kingpin’ Lyari violence Uzair
Jan Baloch, who is said to have alleged that he committed countless crimes at the behest of PPP
leaders. This, sources said, has sent out a message that the civil and military leaderships were on
the same page vis-a-vis Karachi operation. The participants concurred that the Karachi operation
would be accelerated till it achieved all set goals.

SIT India visit

National Security Adviser Janjua briefed the meeting about the contacts he’s so far had with his
Indian counterpart Ajit Doval over the Pathankot attack probe and delayed talks between foreign
secretaries of the two countries. According to sources, Janjua told the participants that India was
awaiting a visit of Pakistan Special Investigation Team (SIT) after which New Delhi would finalise
the date for foreign secretary-level talks. The team sought more information on the Pathankot
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assault which New Delhi refused to share, sources quoted Janjua as saying. Although the SIT is
divided on the India visit, most participants of Monday’s huddle favoured the trip. Subsequently,
sources said, the prime minister directed Janjua to discuss the modalities for the SIT’s India visit.

Afghan peace process

The civil and military leadership also agreed to push ahead with the quadrilateral initiative on
Afghanistan even though the United States is skeptical about Pakistan’s role in the process,
source said. The military leadership told the prime minister that after the Charsadda university
attack, they were waiting for the Americans and the Afghans to take action against Pakistani
Taliban sheltering on Afghan soil. Pakistan’s military had shared ‘leads’ with both showing that the
assault was controlled from Afghanistan.

Four Afghan nationals CHARSADDA: At least four Afghan nationals were arrested by law-enforcement agencies in
arrested with weapons, Mandani, Charsadda on Sunday. Officials suggested the suspects were working for a foreign
fake IDs agency and were allegedly linked to the Bacha Khan University attack. The same day, 21
suspected militants were also nabbed during search operations in the district. A law-enforcement
official confirmed the arrests and said four Afghan nationals identified as Noor Agha, Raheemullah,
Khan Agha and Khanimullah were arrested from Yusaf Khan Kali in Mandani and were shifted to
an undisclosed location for interrogation. He said the arrested suspects were brothers. The official
added weapons, including Kalashnikovs and pistols, and various SIMs were also seized from their
possession. He said the suspects were residing in Mandani and possessed fake national identity
cards. The main suspect of the group, Naveed Khan, was still at large. The official claimed the
suspects were working for a foreign agency and were allegedly linked to the Bacha Khan
University attack. Similarly, in another raid in Rajar, security personnel nabbed the father of a
suspected militant Abdul Hai as he was not present at his home during the raid. He was identified
as Azam Khan. Charsadda DPO Sohail Khalid said the police imposed a curfew and searched
Mehmoodabad in Umerzai. At least 21 suspects were arrested. He stated arms and ammunition,
including non-licensed weapons, were also seized from the suspects.

The Express Tribune, February 1,
2016

Continuing raids

On January 24, the military announced the arrest of five men accused of facilitating the deadly
attack on Bacha Khan University in Charsadda district which killed 21 people and injured dozens
more. The suspects were identified as Noorullah, Adil, Riaz, his son Ibrahim, and Ziaullah. The
ISPR said the four terrorists were trained in Afghanistan and entered Pakistan from Torkham
Border in Khyber Agency. On January 17, the counter-terrorism department arrested a suspected
terrorist at Turnab Chowk in Charsadda. CTD personnel acted on a tip-off and arrested the
suspect. The detained man was identified as Yar Mat, a resident of Spin Qabar area of Bara in
Khyber Agency. At least 39 packets of special commercial explosive used in IEDs, a TT pistol, an
electric detonator, a prima card and ammunition were recovered from him. The CTD claimed the
suspect was a member of a banned ouffit.

SET 1Yo MoVl il ole) ([ 13 [ T KARACHI: Law Enforcement Agencies late on Sunday night arrested commander of a banned
nabbed in Lyari outfit from Baghdadi area of Lyari. According to details, the LEAs carried out action in Baghdadi
The News, February 1, 2016 area and apprehended banned outfit commander Yaseen alias Papu. The accused was involved in
many attacks in Lyari. Sources said the accomplice of the accused, Muhammad Ali aka Mama had
been in exchange of fire with Preedy Police.

182 seminaries sealed ISLAMABAD: Acting under the National Action Plan (NAP), law-enforcement agencies have so far
under NAP sealed 182 religious seminaries in Punjab, Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa because of their
Daily Dawn, February 1, 2016 involvement in promoting extremism and other suspicious activities. As part of the strategy to
choke terror financing, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has so far frozen Rs1 billion in 126
accounts which have a link to banned militant organisations. Law-enforcement agencies have also
recovered around Rs251 million in cash. The money was traded through Hawala and Hundi. Data
shows that the government has recovered Rs19.77 million from suspects involved in the 2004
‘Chowk Yadgar Operation’ in Peshawar.

The government has put names of 8,195 people in the fourth schedule and 188 on the Exit Control
List. Movement of 2,052 hardcore militants has been restricted. Similarly, the government has
registered 1,026 cases and arrested 230 terror suspects. There were 64 banned organisations in
the country while 74 have been declared unlawful by the United Nations. Activities of some
organisations are constantly being monitored and their activists are under surveillance. With regard
to hate speech, over 1,500 books and other hate material have been confiscated and 73 shops
have been sealed. Law-enforcement agencies have registered 2,337 cases for hate speeches and
material and arrested 2,195 people.
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HYDERABAD: Waterborne diseases and malnutrition claimed six more babies’ lives in drought-
ravaged Thar on Saturday, raising the toll to 173 since Jan 1, but adviser to the Sindh chief minister
on information Maula Bux Chandio stuck to the official stance that the Sindh government is not
responsible for it.Mr Chandio told journalists in Tando Mohammad Khan that the government was
making serious efforts to improve the Thar situation. “The government is deeply worried over deaths
of newborn babies because the depth of love a family feels for its baby can not be put into words,” he
said.He admitted that life in Thar was very hard with its own peculiar social dynamics like underage
marriages etc. Besides, people lived in remote villages with little communication among one another,
these and other such problems had also contributed to the present situation, he said.Mr Chandio said
the government had done a lot to help Thar people. Mithi district headquarter hospital had been
equipped with several facilities and now it could be compared with any other hospital in urban areas,
he claimed.He dismissed the formation of an anti-PPP alliance and said such alliances were formed
in the past as well but they had little impact on people and they always voted PPP to power.He said
that though the local bodies department had powers to provide basic facilities to people these powers
could be reviewed whenever the government felt the need and more powers could be transferred to
LGs.

GUJRANWALA: Two labourers suffered burns on Saturday when they accidentally touched live
wires while unloading goods from a truck near Awan Chowk.Rescue 1122 shifted Sarfraz Yaqub and
Samiuula to the District Headquarters (DHQ) Hospital.Also, a minor boy fell from the rooftop of his
house in Farid Town on Saturday and was shifted to the DHQ Hospital for treatment.Rescue 1122
officials said six-year-old Hasnat was flying a kite at the roof of his house when he fell down.

LAHORE: Pakistan Railways has upgraded the Business Train by increasing passengers’ capacity
from 486 to 958 seats with an investment of Rs 70 million. Earlier operating under the private public-
partnership by the Four Brother Group, now Pakistan Railways is controlling the operations after the
Supreme Court decision in favour of PR, as private partners defaulted around Rs 2 billion. Although
the operation continued during the litigation, the upgraded train would be re-launched from tomorrow
(Monday) with an estimated daily income of around Rs 4 million. According to sources, five business
express trains have been renovated with additional facilities for passengers, costing Rs 70 million to
PR. The upgraded train comprises three AC business coaches, three AC standard and eight
economy coaches. The arrangements of Wifi Internet, LED lights, mineral water, curtains, separate
cleaning staff for each coach, and modern washrooms have also been made in the upgraded
business trains. The revised ticket charges are Rs 4,000 AC Business Class, Rs 2,800 for AC
standard and Rs 1,430 for economy berth while Rs 1,330 for economy seats. To facilitate the
passengers, the train would stop at Khanewal, Bahawalpur, Rahim Yar Khan, Rohri, Nawab Shah
and Haiderabad and at all these station, reservation quota has been fixed. The Business Express
was launched under private-public partnership in 2012. The Four Brothers Group had partnered with
PR, however, the group made a default of Rs 2.22 billion, according to Pakistan Railways. Pakistan
Railways regained the control of the train thorough court after a legal battle with the Four Brother
Group. However, Pakistan Railways Chief Executive Officer Javed Anwar has said that PR also has
the ability to operate a luxury train similar to the Pak-Business Express. Railway is also operating
another train Shalimar Express under Private Public Partnership. It is noteworthy that Federal
Railways Minister Khawaja Saad Rafique has promised the PR employees that the largest
department of Pakistan would not be privatised. Earlier on January 12, the minister launched the
Margala Express rail car (Lahore-Rawalpindi-Lahore) service. He said that due to untiring efforts of
the PR employees, the department was making progress and its efficiency was on the rise. Railways
Director General Public Relations (DGPR) Rauf Tahir said this was the second train that has been
upgraded after the Green Train. “The Karachi Express will also be upgraded during the year 2016 as
Railways is on the development track now,” he said. On recovery around Rs 2.2 billion from Four
Brothers Group, he said the mode of payment was being discussed by the legal team of PR and the
group.

LAHORE: Advocate Imran Ghumman moved a petition before the Lahore High Court (LHC) against
the private airlines, challenging increase in their airfare after strike by employees of Pakistan
International Airline (PIA). The petitioner alleged that the private airlines had increased the fares up to
Rs 300 per person, which was unjust and illegal. He stated that these airlines had taken advantage of
the crisis situation, as operations of the national flag carrier are suspended due to the strike. He said
these private airlines have been fanning the protests of the PIA employees to achieve their ulterior
motives of earning more money. Ghumman stated that due to this increase, the passengers are
forced to travel on ridiculously exorbitant fares of the private airlines. He requested the court to order
the Civil Aviation Authority to take strict action against all private airlines and rationalise their fares.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Pervaiz Rashid, federal minister for information, broadcasting and national
heritage, said on Saturday that the government of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
always respected the mandate of other political parties and never interfered in their affairs. He said
that opposition political parties were not reciprocating this policy of the PML-N, especially in the case
of the Pakistan International Airlines (PIA). He said the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government was
introducing reforms in the health sector despite opposition from doctors. Since it was a legitimately
elected government, the federal government did not interfere in its affairs, he said. Political parties
should have reciprocated such policies of the PML-N, but they are interfering in the affairs of the
federal government by politicising the PIA privatisation issue, Rashid said while speaking at the first
anniversary of a news channel in Lahore. He said that elected governments had to make their
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decisions by themselves as public gave them mandate for reforms. The minister said he received
numerous calls from people during the last three days who suffered due to the strike of the PIA
employees. People could not reach their destinations due to the ongoing strike, he added. Rashid
said the PIA was a service-oriented organisation and common people were suffering due to the
suspension of its services. He said that PIA’s assets were eroding. He said the government wanted
to revive the PIA; therefore, it increased the number of its aircraft from 18 to 38. On the contrary, he
said, some 700 employees were performing duties against one plane in the past. The minister said
the government was committed to reviving all non-profitable organisations. He said that previous
governments did nothing for the revival of the national flag carrier. He said that majority of the PIA
shares would remain with the government despite its privatisation.

o impa : National Vocational and Technical Training Commission under the Prime

NAVTTC t rt ISLAMABAD: N IV | and Technical T C NAVTTC) under the P

technical training to Minister Youth Skills Development Programme (PMYSDP) will provide training to 50,000 students in

50.000 students various technical institutes across the country. The training would help the students to get
L

Daily Times, February 7, 2016

employment within and outside the country and after getting the training, free loan would also be
provided to them. Meanwhile, NAVTTC had divided the province of Punjab in six regions for skill
competition and overall 125 institutions are engaged in providing the training. NAVTTC has selected
ten fields of training including welding, plumber, electrician, auto-cad, computer graphics,
professional cooking, dressmaking, computer application and beautician.

HEC reviews ISLAMABAD: The Higher Education Commission (HEC) of Pakistan has constituted several ‘Panels
governance, quality of Expe;rts‘ tolreview (r;igher educzaticr)]n (ijnsftitu:jions ﬁcross the country to e;nsurs Iadherfence cg‘
. universities’ policies and practices to the defined quality assurance criteria and guidelines for goo
assuran?e_ mechanism of governance. Complying with the special directives of the Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, HEC has so
100 varsities far reviewed quality assurance and governance mechanism of 100 universities both in public and
Daily Times, February 7, 2016 private sector while 50 more universities will be reviewed in the coming week. It is expected that the
current phase of this whole review would be completed by the end of March, said a press release
issued on Saturday. The initiative would not only improve quality of teaching and research in the
universities but will also sensitise the higher education institutions to contribute towards the socio-
economic priorities of the country. HEC Chairman Prof Dr Mukhtar Ahmad has issued special
instructions to expedite the process being carried out under the patronage of HEC’s Quality
Assurance Agency (QAA). Before the initiative of this review process, HEC convened a brainstorming
session back in November 2015 with the expert academicians to finalise the parameters for review of
the universities. The session was held at the HEC secretariat that was chaired by the HEC chairman
and attended by a number of academic experts and quality practitioners from across the country
many of which joined the session through video conferencing. In the session, improving overall
governance of universities and the broader context of aligning higher education system with the
national priorities were discussed at length and after thorough deliberation, several parameters were
finalised.

Encroachments in F-6 ISLAMABAD: Encroachments in Super Market in the posh area of sector F6 of the federal capital not
Super Market a security only creating problems for shoppers but also have become a security risk. Vendors dealing in
hazard different goods have encroached upon almost all the pavements and parking lots. Reportedly,
Daily Times, February 7, 2016 shopkeepers charge money from the vendors for setting up stalls in front of their outlets. The Capital

’ ¢ Development Authority (CDA) officials seems to have shut their eyes to the illegal business going on
in the Super Market's footpaths and roads that make it possible for the buyers to move freely.
According to official sources, most of the vendors who have set up stalls in the Super Market area
are those who had earlier been doing business at Faizabad on state land and their illegal outlets
were dismantled by the Capital Development Authority in its anti-encroachment drive. The sources
said that the shopkeepers are the main reason for rapid growth of encroachments as they mint
money from the vendors. Whenever Capital Development Authority tried to launch a campaign to
remove the encroachments, the same influential people got it stopped. Aslam who is a regular
shopper at the Super Market said that the people visiting the market faced difficulty in moving freely
as almost all the pavements and verandahs are occupied by illegal stallholders. He further said that
the shopkeepers themselves are responsible for the mess as they mint money from the vendors in
return for allowing them to set up stalls in front of their shops. Another shopper Karim said that
foreigners and diplomats visit the business centre as it is located in a posh area. Presence of
unregistered vendors is a serious security risk as terrorists might intrude the market, he added. He
said that the Capital Development Authority should remove all the encroachments from the market
without any discrimination.

Lahore to get OMT, KARACHI: Lahore is witnessing the futurist plan of the Orange Line Metro Train, while the largest
Karachi content with city of Pakistan is still at ease with its orange-coloured Qingqi. The provincial government has shown
three-wheelers lukewarm interest in the mass transit projects of the city and is least interested in the repair of an old
Daily Times, February 6, 2016 and vital Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) track and making it functional. Vision, commitment and

’ ¢ honesty of political leadership work wonders in rapid socio-economic change of the society. The role
of modern communication facilities in urban development could not be undermined. All developed
urban cities have progressed and are prosperous because of heavy investment in public transport.
The rulers of Punjab have realised that modern facilities of commuting are key to urban development
and after the successful Metro bus project, giving Lahore the gift of Orange Line Metro Train. The
orange line is an under construction Lahore Metro network. Once completed, it would connect
Raiwind, Multan Road, McLeod Road, Lahore Railway Junction and the Grand Trunk Road. It will be
the first line of the Lahore Metro, which is country’s first mass rapid transit train system. It is financed
and developed by the Chinese government as a part of the China Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) through the export and import bank of China. The corridor will be capable of accommodating
two trains running both up and down the track, ferrying up to 30,000 passengers per hour. The
architecture, construction and operation of the orange line have been entrusted to the Chinese
government and the estimated completion time is 27 months. The project was initiated with a signed
agreement between the governments of Pakistan and China in May 2014. Punjab Chief Minister
Shahbaz Sharif signed the agreement at a ceremony witnessed by President Mamnoon Hussain and
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the Chinese President Xi Jinping. The project was started 15 months after the inauguration of
Pakistan’s first rapid transit of buses, Lahore Metro bus. The project will cost $1.6 billion and is under
construction, to be completed by October 2017. The Orange Line Metro Train will run on a 27-
kilometre track, of which 25.4 kilometres will be elevated. The service will initially benefit around
250,000 passengers a day. The capacity will be increased to 500,000 passengers a day by 2025.
The Punjab government says that the metro bus, the metro train would be implemented in other cities
after Lahore. Even, the government of Balochistan has approved a mass transit train plan that will run
between Kuchlak and Spizand railway stations. Stations will be built after every five kilometres on the
track, which would be state-of-the-art while parks and trade zones would also be built along the track.
The implementation of the project would provide people with a cheap travelling option and also
decrease air pollution. The working paper of the train project would be furnished by February 15th
and the project would be completed within six months to a year. Sadly in Karachi, millions of
commuters are compelled to commute in Qinggi. Commuters say that these yellow-orange coloured
makeshift motorcycle rickshaws are their metro buses and trains, as without them the urban
commuting system in the metropolis goes paralysed. Karachi has an equipped track of the KCR,
which could be repaired not in years but weeks and local trains could successfully run on it within a
couple of months, provided the government of Sindh cooperates with the Pakistan Railway to make
the KCR functional. The repair of the KCR and running of local trains on it would facilitate millions of
commuters but the rulers of Sindh instead of going for a simple and cost-effective solution of
repairing the KCR are going for foreign loans to reconstruct it, which is a very costly and time
consuming option. The rulers of Punjab have chosen the metro buses and metro trains for Lahore
while the rulers of Sindh are still content with Qingqi as hundreds of thousands of these run in the
city, Karachi is known as the Chung Chi City of the world. However, it is up to the government to
change its public transport options and give the city a respectable public transport system. The
provincial government should seriously think about an urgent repair of the KCR with the assistance of
the Pakistan Railway to give some relief to the city commuters. It can revolutionise the road-based
urban transport by banning minibuses and coaches and giving liberal concessions to the transporters
to ply wide-bodied buses on the streets of Karachi.

KARACHI: Hundreds of thousands of motorists and commuters face immense problems due to the
delayed repair of a section of University Road and the removal of encroachments from it. The civic
authorities have failed to repair a miles long stretch of Main University Road that is heavily damaged
due to potholes and cracks. To make things even worse dozens of roadside eateries and hundreds of
pushcarts and roadside vendors have occupied a major portion of the road, causing more problems
for citizens. The Mosmiyat section of the Main University Road has been damaged due to leaking
water and gutter lines and needs urgent repair to facilitate commuters and motorists. The busy road
linking the Karachi University Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre to Safoora Chowrangi is in a very bad
shape caused by potholes, cracks and ditches. The road has also developed cracks because of the
use of substandard material in its construction and repair. Frequent traffic jams have been witnessed
every day, while the worst affected includes students and teachers of the Karachi University.
Encroachment of the road by restaurants, vendors and shopkeepers is yet another menace which the
Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) had yet to remove. The citizens have requested the Local
Government Minister Jam Khan Shoro to pay a personal visit to the area and order unclogging of the
chocked water and gutter lines, removal of encroachments, besides repair, widening and
reconstruction of the road and placing barriers on it to check encroachments and flow of traffic. The
road also links the city to the Malir Cantonment and Jinnah Airport besides providing an alternate
approach to the Superhighway. The citizens have requested the Local Government Department and
KMC to order repair the road without further delay.

LAHORE: As many as 27 trains will ply the Orange Line Metro Train (OMT) track with an average
headway of two minutes, local media quoting sources reported on Friday. According to reports, 27
train sets, comprising of 135 cars, would be procured at an estimated cost of $1 billion. The project
will be funded through a loan provided by China’s Exim Bank. These trains will run on the Orange
Line in five-car formation that will include three motorcars and two trailers. The new mass transit
system has the capacity to carry 30,000 passengers per hour. As many as 300,000 passengers are
expected to use the train daily. Operating hours of OMT will be 18 hours (5:30am to 23:30pm).
Maximum speed of the train has been set at 80 kilometres per hour, barring some turns and curves.
Documents show that a double-track will be built, with three rails on each track. The middle rail at the
bottom of each track will energise trains with 750-volt direct current. These trains will have a stainless
steel, fireproof body. Wires and cables used on the rolling stock shall be halogen-free, fire-retardant
and low smoke. No flammable material will be used in the rolling stock. Two high-voltage substations
will be built near the University of Engineering and Technology (UET) and the Shahnoor Station.
Each substation will be connected to 132KV power supply. The project will also have a Power
Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition System (PSCADA) for monitoring, control and
communication. This system will enable provision of data and control of the power rail.

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Development Authority (RDA) has launched a survey to identify illegal
housing societies within its jurisdiction in Rawalpindi city. During the survey, RDA team has identified
four new illegal housing societies on Adiala Road. RDA has displayed banners and posters on Adiala
Road to warn the citizens against making investment in these illegal societies. RDA is evolving a
strategy to deal with these illegal societies on legal front. Survey team checked Ideal Farmhouses,
Islamabad Farmhouses, Metro Homes and Safari Villas and found that the owners of these societies
have not obtained No Objection certificate (NOC) from RDA. Survey team has issued notices to
these housing societies.

RAWALPINDI: Labour Court Judge Muhammad Ittefaq Abbasi has issued orders for the
regularisation of 140 work charged employees working in Water and Sanitation Agency (WASA)
since more than last three years. The court has also issued orders to pay outstanding dues to them
against the previous period of service treating them as regular employees during the said period of
time. These 140 work charged employee had prayed the labour court through their counsel that they
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are working in WASA for more than three years but they are not being regularised while as per law
work charged employees are required to be regularised after completion of more than 90 days duty
period.

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Development Authority (CDA) health services director has said that a
three-day anti-polio campaign under CDA would start from February 15 in the federal capital. The
director told this in a meeting of District Polio Eradication Committee (DPEC) held under CDA
Environment Member Sana Ullah Amman. He said that anti-polio drive will continue upto February 18
and all the necessary arrangements in this regard have been finalised on this count. About 1,36000
children in the age group of below than five years will be administered polio drops during this
campaign in all the sectors and rural areas of the federal capital. He further said that the CDA Health
Services Directorate has set up 427 mobile, 83 permanent and 43 transit teams to make this
campaign a success. Federal capital has been divided into 20 different zones in the perspective of
this drive. As many as 20 zonal supervisors and 93 area in-charge will supervise this campaign and
1,023 polio workers will participate in the drive. He stated that about 50 doctors from different
hospitals of the federal capital would be part of the CDA’s polio eradication campaign.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal (PBM) has so far imparted vocational training among 98,334 poor
women across the entire country aiming to enable them to generate their own income, said official
sources. According to the sources, PBM is running 157 Vocational Dastkari Schools (VDS) across
the country including Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan. Currently 8,000 poor widows
and girls are being imparted with technical education in two shifts in the centres. Trainees are being
paid Rs 30 per day as stipend with the aim to make them self-sufficient. Sources further said that the
PBM is planning to establish at least one Vocational Dastkari School in each district. Duration of each
training session would be six months. Courses that would be offered include cutting, drafting,
tailoring, hand embroidery, machine embroidery and hand knitting. Raw material would be provided
free of cost. The trainees are being imparted with basic knowledge of computer, office equipments,
fax, photocopiers, printers, interior decoration, beautician, cooking, tie and dye and glass painting,
etc. They said that 64 such schools are working in Punjab, 30 in Sindh, 32 in Khyber Pakhtunkwa
and FATA, 18 in Balochistan, 11 in Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Northern Areas. Widows with
dependent children including orphans, poor women are eligible for admission in such schools.

ISLAMABAD: 40 secondary school teachers are set to depart for the United States on the Teaching
Excellence and Achievement (TEA) Programme. These government school English language
teachers who were selected through a competitive process will have the opportunity to enhance their
English teaching skills through a six-week intensive programme for teaching skills. During a pre-
departure orientation organised by the United States Educational Foundation in Pakistan (USEFP),
the US Embassy’s Regional English Language Officer Jen MacArthur said, “Past participants in the
TEA Programme have learned from each other as well as from new American friends and
colleagues. We have high hopes for this year’s participants that they would make lasting connections
to benefit their students and schools throughout Pakistan for years to come.” USEFP Executive
Director Rita Akhtar said, “The TEA Programme prepares teachers to serve as leaders and education
champions in their communities when they return to Pakistan and share their newly acquired
knowledge with their peers and students.” This year, about 40 teachers representing every region of
Pakistan are selected to participate in the TEA programme. They will spend a week in Washington
DC where they will meet US government representatives. This will be followed by a five-week
collaborative training programme at selected US universities where the teachers will learn the latest
techniques in teaching methodology. In Pakistan, the TEA programme is sponsored by the US State
Department that has sent more than 150 Pakistani teachers to the United States since 2012. The
programme has been designed to build on teachers’ existing expertise and equip them with a better
understanding of lesson planning, methodology and the use of technology in teaching. Programme
participants would develop these proficiencies while also learn about diversity and culture in the
United States. The Regional English Language Office of the public affairs Section of the US Embassy
in the federal capital implements a wide variety of programmes both in Pakistan and through
educational exchanges. USEFP is a commission established in 1950 by the governments of Pakistan
and the United States. It is one of the 49 Fulbright commissions worldwide.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Finance Minister Ishaq Dar has directed the authorities to ensure a
transparent and smooth population census and sought the help of the armed forces for this purpose.
He expressed these views while presiding over a meeting here on Friday that reviewed arrangements
for the population and housing census, which is scheduled to take place this year. Senior officials of
the Ministry of Finance and Bureau of Statistics attended the meeting. Chief Statistician Asif Bajwa
briefed the meeting about the preparations for the census being made by the Federal Bureau of
Statistics and other federal and provincial institutions. He said that regular meetings of the officials
concerned and experts were being convened to fine-tune the arrangements for the census. The
finance minister directed the chief statistician to coordinate with the relevant authorities and submit a
complete action plan for his consideration within three days. He said that all efforts should be made
to ensure that census activities are carried out as per the schedule. Separately, Dar chaired a
meeting here on Friday that discussed matters relating to the Benazir Income Support Programme
(BISP), Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), Prime Minister's Youth Loan Scheme, micro
finance and expansion of electronic banking services. Senior officials of the Ministry of Finance
briefed Dar about the progress on various initiatives. The meeting reviewed the targets set for various
programmes and the achievements made so far. The way forward on each programme was also
discussed. The finance minister stated that it was the aim of the government to expand the outreach
of banking services to the maximum number of people, especially the under-served and
underprivileged sections of the society. He said that government programmes should make maximum
use of the latest developments in information technology to expand the coverage of financial services
to the remotest parts of the country. The meeting also reviewed arrangements for the visit of Dr Jim
Yong Kim, president of World Bank, and Queen Maxima of Netherlands. Senior officials of the
Ministry of Finance, EAD, BISP, micro finance institutions and other relevant departments were also
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ISLAMABAD: Successful completion of negotiations on the Tenth Review under three-year
Extended Fund Facility (EFF) programme for an amount of $6.4 billion to Pakistan by IMF will help
secure release of the next tranche amounting to $500 million to the country. Completion of the Tenth
Review lends credence to the government’s commitment in implementing structural reforms in areas
of taxation, energy, monetary/financial sectors and public sector enterprises, Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar said at a joint press conference with IMF Mission Chief Harald Finger. “Our performance on the
tenth review has been highly satisfactory,” said the finance minister while sharing salient features of
the Pakistan-IMF parleys with the media persons. Ishaq Dar said, “Our performance on the tenth
review has been highly satisfactory.” The minister said, “We have met all of the end-December 2015
Quantitative Performance Criteria - SBP’s Net Domestic Assets, Net International Reserves, Foreign
currency swap/forward position by significant margins. Similarly, the Quantitative Performance
Criteria on government borrowing from the SBP and budget deficit for end-December 2015 have
been over performed underlining government’'s commitment to sustained fiscal consolidation”. Dar
said the indicative target for end-September 2015 on targeted cash transfer through BISP; and on
accumulation of power sector arrears were also met.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Thursday reiterated its demand for early resolution of the lingering dispute
of Kashmir in accordance with the UN Security Council resolutions and aspirations of the people of
Kashmir for a lasting peace in the region. All federating units, Azad Jammu and Kashmir, and Gilgit-
Baltistan will observe the Kashmir Solidarity Day today (Friday). Foreign Office spokesman Qazi
Khalilullah said the nation would observe February 5 as Kashmir Solidarity Day to highlight the plight
of the Kashmiri people and call for early resolution of the dispute. Speaking here at the weekly
briefing, the spokesman said, “India continues to violate the human rights and brutalise Kashmiris in
the occupied Kashmir.” “Pakistan has always condemned these atrocities. The Kashmir Solidarity
Day, to be observed on Friday (today), reminds us of the Indian atrocities,” he added. Pakistan has
always raised its voice against gross human rights violations by the Indian forces in the Occupied
Kashmir. When asked about the new date for the foreign secretary level talks between Pakistan and
India, Khalilullah said “no date has been fixed for the foreign secretary-level talks” so far. He however
said that both sides were in touch with each other in this regard. To a question regarding Indian
President Pranab Mukherjee’s memoirs wherein he described the demolition of the Babri Mosque by
Hindus extremists as a matter of national shame, the spokesman said, “We respect the views of the
president of India in this regard. We believe that all places of worship should be respected and
protected.” The spokesman confirmed that Pakistan, Afghanistan, China and the United States would
meet as per schedule on Saturday to discuss the Afghan peace. Regarding the attack on the Bacha
Khan University in Charsadda, the spokesman said that Pakistan and Afghanistan were in touch at
various levels on the use of Afghan territory by militants for attacks inside Pakistan. When asked
about the dossiers detailing India’s involvement in fomenting terrorism in Pakistan, the spokesman
said they had already been shared with the United Nations and the US leadership. The Foreign
Office spokesman said that Pakistan was taking action against terrorists of all shades without any
discrimination under the Operation Zarb-e-Azb. He said that Pakistan’s successes in the operation
against the terrorists had been recognised by the world.

LAHORE: The people in Punjab have been facing low gas pressure and interrupted gas supply,
particularly during the months of December and January. This shows the dilapidated state of affairs in
which public at large is totally exposed to lingering gas shortfalls year after year without any respite
while no serious efforts has been made to bridge the demand and supply gap. The public woes have
not increased owing to misery faced during both the summer and winter season in which both
electricity and gas utilities have failed to live up to the expectation. It is evident that SNGPL should
have undertaken measures to combat the energy shortfall situation, which is not the case. However,
it is witnessed that the load shedding of gas this winter is better managed to some extent that the
major chunk of the households continued to receive gas during morning and evening hours.
However, the situation in the previous year was bleaker wherein large number of localities remained
out of gas supply for a number of weeks which had led to tremendous public outcry while gas is not
available even for cooking purposes. The gas companies carried out more organised load shedding
schedule this winter and a vigorous energy conservation media campaign that may have helped this
slight easing out of the situation. However, it is alarming that gas supplies would further decline next
year and energy shortfall situation would further deteriorate. Therefore, SNGPL must take measure
like early import of LNG and introduction of energy efficient devices to ensure uninterrupted supply of
gas to the consumers during the winter season.

LAHORE: The mushrooming of cattle pens in the middle of densely populated residential areas in
UC-69 in Gulshan Riaz Colony near Bund Road is adding to pollution and causing serious health
hazards for the residents. The area residents have protested over the issue because dengue, malaria
and other diseases are on the rise due to filthy environment. The Punjab government has issued
clear instructions that cows and buffaloes are not allowed to be kept in the city. The area residents
said that the workers of Lahore Waste Management Company (LWMC) have refused to clean the
streets several times despite the fact that they collect a handsome amount from the residents in the
name of cleanliness drive. Some residents also said that the owners were arrested on number of
occasions but they returned after giving bribe to them. The businesses have been destroyed
drastically in the area because of extremely dirty surrounding despite the fact that the locality was
once considered an industrial area. The residents and businessmen have demanded the government
to take stern action against the owners of buffaloes.

LAHORE: Lahore High Court (LHC) Justice Mansoor Ali Shah has held that the Punjab Healthcare
Commission or the board do not enjoy power to seal any healthcare establishment or set up any anti
quackery cell that can deal with third party complaints. The judge held that the commission could seal
the healthcare establishments only if it does not have a valid registration to render the healthcare
service. The judge held that the Punjab Healthcare Commission Act did not allow the commission to
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make its own laws to curb quackery. “The commission may explore the possibility of proposing
amendments in the act or framing necessary rules and regulations under the act to achieve what it
wanted. The commission could only impose penalties in the shape of monetary fine and there is no
provision for sealing or passing an order for closing down a healthcare establishment. However, until
such an exercise is completed, the commission or the board constituted under the act, do not enjoy
any power to seal any healthcare establishment or set up any anti quackery cell that can deal with
third party complaints,” the judge observed. He held that under the act, the commission was
authorised to keep watch on working of the healthcare centres and not to seal them. The judge
issued the order on a petition moved on behalf of the commission challenging an order of the district
and session judge from Toba Tek Singh, who declared null and void sealing of a healthcare centre.
Brief facts of the case are that the petitioner commission initiated proceedings against the health
service provider and also sealed the establishment. The victim challenged the commission’s action
before district and sessions judge who on October 16, 2015, set aside the sealing of the premises on
the ground that there was no provision under the Act to seal the premises and directed the
commission to decide the matter regarding notice issued to the centre.

LAHORE: The city traffic officer (CTO) on Thursday visited women motorcycle training classes at the
City Traffic Driving School, where 185 drivers, out of 260, completed their driving trainings while the
remaining are expected to complete soon. On the occasion, The CTO said that the aim of providing
this training was to encourage and empower women to drive motorcycles and utilise the vehicle as
per requirement. He said that city traffic was providing international level training programmes to
women drivers. According to the details, 260 women drivers enrolled themselves in a fifteen-day
course in which two hours of daily driving training was given by the two Honda instructors and three
traffic police instructors. In first badge, 150 women motorcyclists and in second badge 110 women
motorcyclists completed trainings.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has said that the biggest package of history worth
Rs 20 billion has been announced for the payment of compensation to the owners of the land
acquired for Lahore Orange Line Metro Train Project and he is personally monitoring its
implementation. While addressing a meeting through video link at Civil Secretariat on Thursday, he
said that the payments are being made to the landowners by meeting all demands of justice and the
interests of everyone will be safeguarded, adding that due compensation will be paid to the owners of
the land besides additional amounts are also be given as compensation for the constructed building,
loss to business and relocation of residence. The chief minister issued instructions to further
accelerate the pace of payment of compensation. He said that a comprehensive system has been
evolved for payment of compensation and the entire process of verification is completed immediately
at one-window payment centres set up under the new system. He said that it is the best system of
payment in Pakistan under which all phases of verification are completed immediately for payment of
compensation. Shahbaz Sharif said that the elements criticising the biggest project of Pakistan are in
fact enemies of the common man and the development of the country. “OMT project will prove to be
a milestone in the provision of best travelling facilities to common man and the masses will avail
respectable transport facilities of international standard through this project,” he added. He said that
OMT would be unique with regard to transparency and standards, like metro bus and other projects.
The chief minister directed that ministers, assembly members and administrative officers should visit
payment centres regularly while all out facilities should be provided to the landowners coming to
these centres. He appreciated the efficiency and hard work of the political and administrative teams
and expressed hope that the process of payment to the landowners will the completed within next
few days. Lahore development Authority (LDA) DG Ahad Cheema gave a briefed the meeting
regarding the procedure of payment of compensation to the owners of the land and the detail of
payments. He said that a sum of Rs 85 crore was paid to 217 landowners on the first day, adding that
special committees have been constituted for addressing complaints at payment centres and all
necessary facilities are being provided to the landowners. Provincial Ministers Rana Sanaullah,
Mujtaba Shujaur Rehman, Rana Mashhood Ahmed, Bilal Yasin, Tanveer Aslam Malik, Advisor Kh
Salman Rafiq, MNA Pervaiz Malik, along with the Lahore commissioner, DCO and senior officials
attended the meeting through video link.

ISLAMABAD: A Special Standing Committee of Senate on Cabinet Secretariat on Thursday urged
that Capital Administration and Development Division (CADD) to bring a policy about the
regularisation of daily-wage teaching and non-teaching staff working in different educational
institutions of federal capital. The Senate Special Standing Committee on Cabinet Secretariat met at
Parliament, Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood chaired the meeting. Senators including Mir
Muhammad Yousaf Badini, Kamil Ali Agha, Najma Hameed, Haji Saif Ullah Khan Bangash were also
present on the occasion. The committee recommended that all teachers should be regularised
without any discrimination as they all are competent and performing their duties with full of
responsibility. Senate body said that it is the responsibility of the state to give the respect to the
teachers. A delegation of teachers informed the committee that more than 2,000 daily-wage and
contractual employees have been regularised in the federal capital during the present government
but teachers are still facing problems and 600 teaching and 1,500 non-teaching staff are demanding
job security. The Senate body unanimously passed a bill, “The Civil Servant Amendment Bill 2015”
and appreciated the best performance of NDMA in the area of Gilgit-Baltistan. The committee
showed serious concerns over the slow pace of work on the development of sector D12 since 2005.
The officials of CDA assured the committee that remaining development work would be completed as
soon as possible while committee have given the last date for the completion of progress work till
June 30.

BAHAWALPUR: The swine flu claimed the life of two ‘women patients’ at the Bahawal Victoria
Hospital (BVH) here on Wednesday.The BVH officials confirmed only one death due to swine flu
claiming that other patient Ghazia having a pregnancy of seven weeks had some internal and gynae
complications and that pneumonia was the cause of her death.Dr Aamir Aziz of the emergency ward
said Rugaya was admitted to the special ward about three days back.He said she was tested HINI
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positive by the NIH laboratory in Multan and was being treated. He said her condition became serious
on Tuesday night despite being properly looked after and she died on Wednesday.Dr Aziz said that
Ghazia of Chak 131, Murad, Chishtian tehsil, was hospitalized about five days back. Her blood
samples were sent to the NIH laboratory in Multan, which declared her result negative.He said she
was being treat.

ETNEVER RN\ CH V1M ISLAMABAD - Under the public-private partnership policy of the government, Pakistan Railways was
sector to run trains planning to engage private sector for running the passenger trains, which were not generating
Daily Times, February 4, 2016 enough revenue. The move will not affect service of any employee and earn more revenue for
national entity," an official of the Ministry of Railways told APP. with the involvement of private parties
in the commercial management and facilitation, the passenger trains running between Sindh and
Punjab capitals have been a success story, he remarked. To a question, he said that work on 75
level-crossing in Punjab will soon be completed," he said and vowed to retrieve the all occupied land
of the Railways across the country.

SC declares Sheikh ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court (SC) on Wednesday declared PML-N's Sheikh Mohammad
Akram as returned Akram as returned candidate from NA-89 Jhang, after he was unseated by an election tribunal on

: N April 9, 2014, which had declared his opponent, Mohammad Ahmed Ludhianvi, as the returned
candidate from NA-89 candidate from the constituency. A three-member bench of the apex court headed by Justice Sagib
Jh?"g Nisar heard the case and announced its verdict on a petition submitted by Akram in 2014 following
Daily Times, February 4, 2016 his disqualification by an election tribunal in April 2014. The tribunal had declared runner-up
candidate Maulana Mohammad Ahmed Ludhianvi of the Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat elected. The court
also declared the decision of election tribunal as null and void. Earlier, in December 2015, the top
court while reserving its verdict on the petition had suspended the decision of the election tribunal,
which had declared the runner-up Muhammad Ahmad Ludhianvi as successful candidate from the
constituency. Ludhianvi, the head of the “proscribed” Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat (ASWJ), and Akram
contested May 11, 2013 polls on the National Assembly seat NA-89 (Jhang). “The judgment is
reserved,” Justice Mian Sagib Nisar had announced in December last year, after conducting an
extensive hearing. Both Ludhianvi and his opponent’s son Sheikh Waqgas Akram, were present in
court along with their supporters. Ludhianvi was represented by senior counsel Tarig Mehmood,
while Makhdoom Ali Khan was the counsel for Mr Akram. Akram had contested the election and won
the NA-89 seat in place of his son, Sheikh Wagas Akram, who had been mired in legal proceedings
related to a fake degree charge. The Jhang constituency has always considered a hotbed of
sectarian strife. It was won by the founder of the now-outlawed Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan (SSP), Haq
Nawaz Jhangyvi, in the 1988 general elections. In 2002, Maulana Azam Tarig — who was the head of
the SSP at the time — won the elections on an independent ticket while in prison, defeating Dr Tahirul
Qadri and Sheikh Waqgas — who were contesting from the platform of the National Alliance. Maulana
Azam Tariq was later killed in Islamabad and Sheikh Waqgas was able to win the seat in the
subsequent by-election by defeating the slain SSP leader’s brother, Maulana Alam Tarig. In the 2008
general elections, NA-89 was contested between Ludhianvi as an independent candidate and Sheikh
Waqas on a PML-Q ticket. This time, Akram defeated Ludhianvi, securing, 51,976 votes against
Ludhianvi’s 45,216.

Heaps of garbage along ISLAMABAD: Garbage heap at Korang Nullah along the Expressway exposed the high claims of the
Expressway hazardous Capital Development Authority (CDA) to make the capital city clean and green. Disgusting smell
PPNt : produced by the garbage heap is a constant irritation for the residents and motorists using the road
for capital’s residents ; . is f . f
Daily Times, February 4, 2016 on daily basis. The N_ullah near the Exprgssway is |II_ed with _garbage hegp and conc_erne_d staff burns
the garbage at the site and smoke of this garbage is pollluting the environment which is very much
dangerous for the people. Residents of the area are of the view that the CDA and private housing
societies on both sides of the Expressway are equally responsible for the unhygienic situation
because they do not have appropriate facilities to dispose of the solid waste in an environment
friendly manner. Residents and visitors of the area said that sanitary workers and garbage collectors
from different localities dump filth in the Korang Nullah that sometimes block the flow of water
causing floods especially during the monsoon season. Local residents said that no existing or
upcoming housing society has a proper design or plan to construct a separate site or incineration
plant to dispose of solid waste produced by the residents on daily basis. A government servant Ali
Sultan who commutes between Rawat and federal capital using the Expressway every day said that
his colleagues have developed the habit of covering their noses even while sitting in a car with closed
windows passing through the area. He further said it is beyond our comprehension that why the
department concerned is oblivious to the garbage heap that is having a negative impact on
environment and health of the citizens. A local resident Abdul Salam said that the dumping site had
become a source of diseases and should be shifted immediately. Malik Abid who received his guests
coming from abroad at the Benazir Bhutto International Airport said, “He felt ashamed when passing
through the nullah along with the guests to reach his home in Kahuta.” Health experts are of the view
that such a huge pile of garbage could cause various dangerous diseases like dengue, hepatitis in
the capital city.

(B CR O Y[ L-W Yo [TIL-Te M AATEM  ISLAMABAD: The marketing companies reduced prices of Liquified Petroleum Gas (LPG) by Rs 15
15 per kg per kg on Wednesday following decline in its price in international market. LPG Distributors
Daily Times, February 4, 2016 Association Chairman Muhammad Irfan Khokhar told that prices of domestic cylinder are decreased
by Rs 175 and commercial cylinder by Rs 700. He informed that the local market witnessed dip in
LPG prices after reduction of $ 70 per tonne from $370 to $300 price per metric tonne in international
market. He said that the new prices would be effective from February 3 throughout the country.

26 govt schools in RAWALPINDI: 26 government schools of Rawalpindi district have been declared sensitive. The
Rawalpindi declared management of these 26 schools have been directed to ensure foolproof security arrangements in
sensitive their respec?ive schools imr_nec_iiately_. Failing to d(_) so would result in strict legal actior) agai_n_st them.
Daily Times, February 4, 2016 Sources said that Rawalpindi Assistant Commissioner (AC) Ahmad Hassan Ranjha visited the

g ’ government schools along with his team and declared 26 schools of the city including all the schools
of Khiaban-e-Sirsyed sensitive. He issued directives that the school administration should ensure
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foolproof security arrangements immediately otherwise stern action would be taken against them.
The teachers have voiced strong protest against the threats for registration of cases against them
and warned that schools would be shut down if such action would be initiated against them.

LAHORE: Punjab Planning & Development member Muhammad Hassan Igbal has said that the
government has intensified its efforts to provide people with safe drinking water through various
initiatives especially in rural and underserved areas. He said the government aims to eliminate open
defection in the next 3-4 years in addition to installation of wastewater treatment plants. He disclosed
this while addressing the dissemination ceremony of Punjab Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH)
Sector Development Plan 2014-24 jointly organised by UNICEF Punjab and Planning & Development
Department at the P&D Complex on Wednesday. Hassan Igbal unveiled the government's WASH
Sector Development Plan 2014-2024 that will achieve 100% piped water coverage and 82%
sewerage and drainage in cities and towns, while 65% piped water coverage and 70% sewerage and
drainage in rural areas during the next 10 years. Addressing the participants, he emphasised that the
sector plan would be fully implemented and every effort would be made to achieve the strategic goals
and actions enunciated in the document. “All initiatives in the province with the support of donors and
sector partners shall be aligned with this plan, and a due emphasis will be laid to strengthen the
coordination and performance management,” he added. He appreciated the technical and financial
support of UNICEF in development of the sector plan through Avicenna Consulting (Pvt) Ltd. Igbal
informed that the plan was developed through a consultative process with all stakeholders. “The
proposed strategic measures in the sector development plan are aligned with the Punjab Economic
Growth Strategy 2014-2018, Vision 2025 Pakistan and the newly signed Sustainable Development
Goals.” UNICEF Punjab Chief Douglas G Higgins lauded the efforts of Punjab government for the
socio-economic development of the province. “Punjab was the first province to develop a WASH
sector plan in line with Pakistan’s commitment made at the high level meeting in Washington in
2014,” he added.

KARACHI: A busy street behind the Sindh Secretariat is blocked by encroachers including illegal
garages set up on footpaths and faulty vehicles waiting repair parked on the street, blocking traffic
flow and creating nuisance for general public. A big garbage dump is also set up on the street
displaying poor sanitary condition under the nose of the provincial government. The citizens have
repeatedly appealed to shift the garbage dump from the area but all gone in vain. The Sindh Local
Government Department has been claiming to remove illegal encroachments from Karachi but sadly
the department has been blind to wholesale encroachments on the street that is right behind the new
Sindh Secretariat Building and Tughlag House. The street is called 'Muhammad Hashim Gazdar
Road' and depicts a sorry picture of illegal encroachments, road blockage due to illegal parking,
occupation of road and footpaths and pathetic sanitary conditions. Dozens of illegal garages and food
cooking centres are situated on the street, blocking its footpaths. These garages park the faulty
vehicles and carry out their repair on the street, blocking smooth traffic flow. Similarly the food
cooking centres also occupy footpaths forcing the pedestrians to walk on the road that is already
blocked due to traffic jams. Most of these businesses are set up illegally by encroached footpaths
and roads but the Saddar DMC and KMC do not take any action to revive the writ of law even in the
backyard of the Sindh Secretariat. The citizens have appealed to the Sindh governor, chief minister,
chief secretary, local government minister and administrators of the KMC and DMC to remove the
encroachments from the Muhammad Hashim Gazdar Road and open the street for smooth traffic
flow. They also requested to remove the garbage dump from the area, which feeds foul smell in the
vicinity including the new Sindh Secretariat Building.

ISLAMABAD: Capital city traffic police have decided to launch ‘Road Safety Campaign’ from next
week in the federal capital. Traffic Police SSP Malik Matloob said that a special drive would be
launched against the owners of vehicles without side mirrors, indicators, head lights and number
plates and under age motor cycle riders. Strict action will be taken against those found involved in
one wheeling and those who would be found riding motorcycles without helmet. He stated that
special squads have been set up which would erect barricades on important highways and
intersections in the federal capital.

LAHORE: The Supreme Court on Tuesday denied bail to a CNG station’s owner allegedly involved in
gas theft, causing a loss of over Rs30 million to the Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited
(SNGPL).Narang Mandi police had registered a case against Tarig Rasheed on charges of stealing
gas by tampering with the meter installed at his CNG station.Counsel for the suspect argued before a
two-judge bench of the apex court that the gas station staff was actually involved in the theft and his
client had nothing to do with the pilferage.An Additional Prosecutor General, Asjad Javed, said
tampering with the gas meter at the suspect's CNG station had been proved after laboratory
examination. He said the station staff had been stealing gas on the direction of their employer,
Rasheed.Heading the bench, Justice Asif Saeed Khan Khosa observed that citizens were forced to
burn wood for cooking because of gas shortage, while CNG stations were stealing the fuel.He said
the mafia involved in gas theft did not deserve any concession.The bench dismissed the bail petition
after which police arrested the suspect.

GWADAR: Local administrations of Gwadar and Turbat sealed many shops, hotels and private
banks for observing a shutter down strike against the killing of BNM Secretary General Dr. Mannan
Baloch in an alleged armed encounter four days ago in Mastung.Most of the shops remained closed
on the third consecutive day on Tuesday in the two cities. However, the local administration asked
the traders, hotel owners and private bank officials to open up their businesses.The administration
sealed their businesses after they refused to follow the directives. Similar was the position in Turbat
where over a dozen shops and private bank branches were sealed by the local administration.Heavy
police and personnel of Frontier Corps were deployed in both towns.

ISLAMABAD - Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Raheel Sharif on Tuesday said that a campus of
National University Science and Technology (NUST) would be set up at Quetta. This was announced
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Quetta by the COAS while addressing a Seminar at Quetta. He said NUST campus is meant to cater for
Daily Times, February 3, 2016 youth of Balochistan.

EEUCS E el (g JNCERIEI ISLAMABAD: The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has welcomed the government’s
5b wheat to WFP for announcement of releasing 124,000 metric tons of wheat worth Rs 4.97 billion for the temporarily

displaced persons (TDPs) from Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) as well as returnees.
TDPs

Daily Times, February 3, 2016

Finance Minister Ishag Dar had approved the immediate release of the wheat urgently required to
continue providing relief and livelihoods assistance to these groups. Having made previously
available 519,000 mt of wheat worth Rs 20 billion to WFP between 2013 and 2015, Pakistan ranks
the first as host government donor to WFP worldwide and the second largest donor to WFP in the
country, after the US, says a press release issued by the WFP. The in-kind support by the
government of Pakistan in 2016 is further enhanced by international donors, USAID, Germany and
Japan, whose contributions are partially covering the associated costs of milling, fortification,
transportation, distribution and monitoring. In March 2015, the government initiated the
implementation of its return and rehabilitation strategy, as a result of which some 730,000 previously
displaced individuals returned to their areas of origin in FATA. The numbers of TDPs are thus
progressively declining while 1.1 million in displacement will be returning in 2016, according to a plan
by FATA Secretariat.

Reducing emissions: KARACHI: A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed on Tuesday between National
MoU signed to University of Sciences and Technology (NUST) and Component Implementation Unit-Trucking of
strengthen sustainable nglstan Sust_amable Transport project. Th_e oyergll obJectwe_ of this activity is to provide resgar(_:h

. e e , oriented technical support to strengthen the institutional capacity of the relevant federal and provincial
transport initiatives government departments to promote the sustainable transport initiatives in Pakistan. To address the
Daily Times, February 3, 2016 issues of transport PAKSTRAN is conceived and funded by United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) and GEF that is being implemented by the Ministry of Water and Power. The PAKSTRAN
project activities are executed under the visionary leadership and support of Hassan Nasir Jammy
who was the chief guest on the occasion. The MoU signed would facilitate the project team on the
objective of reduction in greenhouse gas emissions and energy consumption from the transport
sector with technical assistance from the academia and subject experts. The MoU was signed by
Ministry of Water and Power Additional Secretary and National Project Director PAKSTRAN Project
Hasan Nasir Jammy and NUST School of Civil and Environmental Engineering (SCEE) Principal Dr
Tarig Mahmood. On the occasion Hassan Nasir congratulated the team of CIU-Trucking PAKSTRAN
and the faculty of NUST on the useful initiative and also appreciated the efforts of the National
Project Manager Saleem Janjua for engaging academia to achieve the sustainable development
goals of the country. Tarig Mahmood expressed the wish to work in collaboration with PAKSTRAN.
Dr Saleem Janjua informed that the PAKSTRAN project through collaborative arrangements with
potential national and international partners is providing technical assistance to the government of
Pakistan for implementation of Bus Rapid Transit initiatives and the modernisation of trucking sector.
He further said that PAKSTRAN through its trucking component has involved renowned universities
to provide repository of information, knowledge management and consultancy and policy advocacy
on environmentally sustainable transport and climate change related services in the country. Saleem
Janjua further said that 2016 is significant to initiate the efforts towards the achievement of global
sustainable development goals and PAKSTRAN can contribute in this regard as three goals are
directly linked with it, which are SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), SDG 12 (Responsible
Consumption and Production) and SDG 13 (Climate Action). Director Roads and Director of CIU-
Trucking PAKSTRAN project Hameed Akhtar briefed that PAKSTRAN under the valuable guidance
of Saleem Janjua is providing technical support to the ministry of communications in the formulation
of guidelines and technical standards for modernisation of truck freight sector. While briefing on the
MoU he said that the objective of the partnership was to extend the support through the collection of
data and information and the evaluation of the studies from technical and policy perspectives.
Component Manager of CIU-Trucking PAKSTRAN project Irfan Haider organised the MoU signing
ceremony and was contributing towards achieving the project outcomes efficiently. Moreover,
representatives from United Nations Development Programme Pakistan and Ministry of
Communications were also present during the event.

Rs 3.83 per unit power ISLAMABAD: National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) has approved Rs 3.83 per unit
tariff cut approved reduction in power tariff for December 2015 under the monthly fuel price adjustment formula. Central
Daily Times, February 3, 2016 Power Purchasing Agency (CPPA) had requested NEPRA to reduce the electricity price owing to
reduction in prices of furnace oil and high-speed diesel in the international market. The customers of
all the distribution companies except K-Electric and lifeline consumers using less than 50-300 units
would get relief in the next month. The decision was taken after a public hearing presided over by
NEPRA Chairman Brig (r) Tariq Sadozai on a petition filed by CPPA on behalf of the distribution
companies. NEPRA was apprised that 6.673 billion units were sold to the distribution companies
during December 2015. The total impact of lower fuel price adjustment is estimated at over Rs 20
billion. The CPPA said that the reference fuel cost for December was fixed at Rs 8.10 per unit but the
power generation cost remained Rs 5.45 per unit. It was further said that 36 percent power was
generated through furnace oil and 30 percent from gas resulting improvement in over all energy mix.
Better energy mix resulted in Rs 2 billion saving during the said period.

Inefficient security of ISLAMABAD: Most of the private schools in the federal capital have found insufficient security
(V) R Lo ERT WeX:T){ - |l Measures in their respective premises as security measures are being considered quite necessary in
irks students the current situation to secure institutions and its staff. In the wake of recent attack on Bacha Khan
Daily Times. February 3. 2016 University Charsadda, the law-enforcement agencies (LEAs) are striving hard to ensure security of

v ¢ y o, the educational institutions in the capital to restrict intruders from entering into their premises. The
government has directed the management of the private schools to tighten their security by posting
trained security staff especially at entry and exit points, raise the boundary wall up to 8 feet, fix
barbed wire over the wall and install CCTV cameras. A citizen Saad Ali said that strict security
measures would help to ensure security of the students and staff of the schools. A mother Aysha
Khan who'’s children are studying in prominent private schools of the capital complained that the
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security staff of these private schools have been noticed busy in the managing traffic flow in front of
the schools rather than to perform their actual duty to ensure security for the premises. She said that
the lack of security arrangements by these private schools have put the life of the students at risk. A
private school’s administration said that, “We are doing our best to make the staff and students feel
secure and are taking immediate steps in this regard adding that as part of security measures, our
school have started to train the security guards to avoid any untoward situation.

LAHORE: The Lahore Waste Management Company (LWMC) has sensitised the citizens on proper
disposal of waste and announced to launch an awareness campaign in the locality of Shadbagh on
Tuesday. LWMC briefed the local residents about LWMC’s waste collection schedule, use of waste
bins and more importantly, people’s role in the maintenance of clean environment in communities
and public places. In an awareness walk, passing through streets and major roads, LWMC briefed
the masses to ensure the use of bins placed by the company. Camps were set up for on the spot
registration and redressal of waste related complaints. A large number of workers and machinery
were deployed for sweeping and mechanical washing of major roads and streets, giving the area a
clean and healthier look.

ISLAMABAD: Decision has been taken to construct a 350-chair state-of-the-art dental hospital in the
federal capital. The hospital will be built at the cost of Rs 3 billion and PC-1 for the proposed hospital
has been worked out. The decision for setting up a dental hospital has been taken to overcome the
rush of patients in already operating dental hospitals in the federal capital. According to CADD
Ministry sources, hundreds of patients infected with dental related diseases come to hospitals daily in
the capital city. Therefore, it has been decided to set up a dental hospital with latest facilities of
international standard in federal capital. Sources said that this dental hospital would be built in the
premises of Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS). Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif will lay
foundation stone for the proposed dental hospital this month. CADD Ministry has already sent a letter
to PM House to seek time from prime minister for laying foundation stone of the said dental hospital.
Sources further said that the said dental hospital would be completed within a period of two years.
This hospital will be affiliated with medical and dental college, sources added.

LAHORE: Opposition political parties, civil society organisations and Orange Line Metro Train
affectees on Tuesday jointly held a march against the Punjab government to stop the construction of
OMT. In a rally taken out from GPO to Faisal Chowk, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP), Jamaat-e-Islami (JI), Majlis Wahdatul Muslimeen (MWM), Pakistan Muslim
League (Q), Awami Workers Party (AWP), Civil Society Network (CSN), residents of Kapurthala
House and Bangali Building along with OMT affectees participated. Opposition leader in Punjab
Assembly Mian Mehmoodur Rashid, PPP former federal minister Samina Khalid Gurki, JI leader Dr
Waseem Akhtar, PML leader Zahirrudin, CSN President Abdullah Malik and MWM leader Asad
Abbas Naqvi were present in the protest. On the occasion, Mehmoodur Rashid presented a
resolution on OMT, which was passed by the participants. The resolution raised several concerns on
the project and urged the government to immediately stop the project and review its route. The
protestors also gave an ultimatum to the government that if their demands would not be fulfilled, they
would again protest on roads with their party leaders. The opposition leader said one million people
would suffer from different problems due to OMT for which the government should use Tunnel-Boring
Technology in order to save thousand of houses. He said that Punjab government is misguiding the
people on OMT and is hiding the original facts. “The government could have started new projects like
building 25,000 schools, 500 hospitals and 100 clean drinking water plants on this budget,” he added.

ISLAMABAD: Total confirmed cases of seasonal influenza A (H1N1) across the country have risen
to a total of 238 till Tuesday. According to an update issued by an official of National Institute of
Health (NIH) for the period of January 1st to February 2nd 2016, total suspected cases of the
influenza are 1,032. A total of 72 confirmed cases of the influenza are reported from the federal
capital, 136 in Punjab, 21 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, two in Sindh, four in Gilgit Baltistan and three in
FATA. No cases of the disease have been reported from Azad Jammu and Kashmir and the province
of Balochistan. So far 28 persons died from this severe disease in which 21 persons died in Punjab,
five in federal capital and two in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. During last 24 hours, NIH processed 30
samples and three are declared positive for HIN1.

ISLAMABAD: In a move to stall an impending strike, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Monday
enforced the Essential Services (Maintenance) Act 1952 for six months, barring protesting members
of the Pakistan International Airlines from participating in any union activity. “Any person found guilty
of an offence under this Act shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to
one year and shall also be liable to a fine,” the legislation reads. The law essentially restricts union
activity in state-administered sectors, including railways, postal services, telephone and affiliated
services, and airports and seaports. The aviation division had sent a summary to the prime minister
which was approved on Monday. Talking to reporters after the enforcement of the Act, Information
Minister Pervaiz Rashid made clear that strict action will be taken against protesting employees. “Let
me make clear that those who continue the strike will be treated as enemies of PIA and Pakistan and
they will end up losing their jobs.” Responding to a question, Rashid said flight operations will not be
halted from tomorrow, adding that the government had made alternate arrangements of pilots and
engineering staff to ensure that operations continue smoothly. Rashid said Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif had made clear that no PIA employee will be laid off during privatisation, reiterating that the
government will not tolerate strikes. Employees of the national carrier have threatened to go on strike
from today (Tuesday) because of what they called the government’'s refusal to accept their main
demand of calling off the organisation’s privatisation plan. PML-N Senator Mushahidullah Khan
announced on Friday that the government had postponed the privatisation of the national flag carrier
for six months and requested the protesting workers to end their strike. Mushahidullah asked the joint
action committee of PIA employees to withdraw its decision of the strike and resume flight operations,
otherwise the government would use its authority and impose the Essential Services Act, if PIA
employees did not call off their strike. The act was also invoked by the government in January 2013
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during the doctors’ strike for better wages and regularisation, resulting in the sacking of young
doctors for participating in a strike. Soon after the PM’s decision to enforce the Essential Services Act
was announced, Chief of Joint Action Committee of PIA’s protesting employees Capt Sohail Baloch
told journalists that the body will go ahead with the strike they had announced earlier. “We are going
to go ahead with our plan. | don’t know what the restrictions are... but if there are any restrictions we
are ready to face them, even if we are baton-charged,” he said. “The government has till 7am
tomorrow for negotiations, after that we will go on strike,” he said. The impending protest might result
in cancellation of all flights and blockade of airports around the country. The announcement came on
Sunday following last-minute negotiations between PIA’s union leaders and government officials that
saw emotions running high and one of the key labour leaders breaking down in tears before a news
conference. Information Minister Pervaiz Rashid said on Monday that the PML-N government had
revived PIA during the last two and a half years. Talking to reporters, he said the PIA losses had
touched Rs 30 billion mark in 2013, and the present government improved its health.

ISLAMABAD - National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) in collaboration with United Nations
International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF)-Pakistan on Tuesday held first consultative
dialogue to develop comprehensive school safety guidelines at national level. The Gender and Child
Cell of NDMA, with the support of the UNICEF was in the process of developing a set of national
school safety policy guidelines to be used by public and private schools across the country in times of
natural and man-made disasters. NDMA Chairman Major General Asghar Nawaz stated that
schoolchildren required special attention as they were among the most vulnerable segment during
occurrence of disasters, according to a press release. The purpose of school safety guidelines was
establishment and training of a school disaster safety team, development of the school safety and
security plan, awareness creation about possible disasters, analysis of the specific vulnerability and
hazards of the school environment, evacuation routes and identified safe places, developing
cooperation with the community and practical exercises and evacuation mock drills to enable the
school community to be prepared and to act adequately to save lives in case of an emergency.
Participants from various organisations including the Pakistan Red Crescent, UN Habitat, IOM, WFP,
Oxfam, UNESCO, Hope 87 and the Federal Ministry of Education attended the dialogue and gave
objective inputs for the formulation of Guidelines.

ISLAMABAD: The government is going to launch a national level enrolment campaign this year to
ensure 100 percent enrolment of school-going children by the year 2018. According to official
sources in the Ministry of Planning, Development and Reforms, “Prime minister and all chief ministers
of the provinces will lead this campaign to show strong commitment to the education.” The sources
said that the education is part of the 4Es pledged in Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N)
manifesto that includes education, energy, economy and fighting extremism. Vision-2025 lays great
emphasis on human resource development and education is the key to produce quality human
resource in the country, sources added. Though, education is a devolved sector under 18th
amendment but federal government has a key role for coordination between federating units and
maintaining national standards in the country. The sources further said that the major initiatives taken
in the education sector includes launch of National Curriculum Reforms, Examination System
Reforms and transformational teacher training initiatives for bringing radical changes in the education
sector. The government is working to provide accessibility to higher education at district level by
setting up the different universities’ campuses in every district of the country, the sources added. The
sources said that for this expansion programme of higher education, the country needs around
10,000 PhDs in next ten years. The government has also initiated work on China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) to produce 10,000 PhDs to meet the growing faculty needs in the year to come.

ISLAMABAD: The educational institutes in Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) will remain open as
there is no issue to close the schools and colleges. An official of the Federal Directorate of Education
(FDE) on Monday informed that all government schools and colleges in federal capital are open and
there is no plan of holiday for educational institutions in the capital city. “No order has been received
from the federal government to close the educational institutions of the federal capital,” he added. He
said that the security measures are being made at all federal educational institutions to avoid any
untoward incident. The Quaid-e-Azam University (QAU) would also remain open, an official in the
university informed. He said that the university is taking several steps for the enhancement of security
measures for the students.

ISLAMABAD: The British Council in Pakistan and National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)
on Monday signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to develop and collaborate for education
during emergencies and disasters through mutual collaborative activities. The joint partnership aims
to support vision of NDMA to achieve sustainable social, economic and environmental development
in Pakistan through reducing risks and vulnerabilities particularly marginalised communities in the
country. Through the aid of this partnership, the British Council would provide technical support and
advocacy to develop research, content and training modules. Furthermore, it will play a key role in
capacity building, curriculum development and raising awareness to help NDMA achieve goals for the
year 2022. Whiel speaking at the MoU signing ceremony, Pakistan’s British Council Country Director
Peter Upton stated, “The British Council in Pakistan is a global organisation with a local approach.
Through education in emergencies, we aim to support NDMA’s vision to achieve sustainable
development in Pakistan through capacity building and building strategic partnerships that would
benefit the future of Pakistan. We are dedicated to create sustainable solutions by providing expertise
in education and research which we hope would have a long term impact.” NDMA Chairman Major
General Asghar Nawaz stated that Pakistan is most vulnerable to the effects of climate change and
its consequences resulting into natural disasters as witnessed in last decade. While the frequency of
natural disaster may record increase, the country also faces the challenges of man made disasters.
The provision of education to our children affected by disaster remains a constant challenge. A
comprehensive national approach for education during emergencies and disasters along with
provision of safe and secure environment is necessary. At this juncture, the MOU will strive for
continuous improvements in education sector toward better quality and relevance by carrying out
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activities through networking of institutions as well as information and knowledge sharing between
Pakistani and UK institutions through the coordination of NDMA Pakistan. The British Council in
Pakistan has a diverse education portfolio that aims to create linkages between higher education
institutions in Pakistan and the UK to build the capacity of teachers, students and organisations
across Pakistan. The MoU will meaningfully contribute towards the neglected areas of education
during emergencies and disasters.

RAWALPINDI: City Traffic Police (CTP) has issued 316 tickets to the drivers of vehicles and
motorcycles found indulged in over-speeding during last month. According to CTP spokesman, CTP
in its efforts to control road traffic accidents launched grand operation in the month of January to
check over speeding of vehicles on on city roads. Special CTP squad imposed fines to the traffic rule
violators amounting to Rs 116,000. CTP have also installed speed cameras on various roads to
check the movement of over-speeding vehicles. He said that the traffic police is making all efforts and
taking all possible steps to ensure safe driving on roads. The cameras have been installed to check
increasing number of speed violations so that accidents could be avoided on roads, he added. The
facility has also been extended to other tehsils as well. He urged motorists not to indulge in rash
driving as the traffic police department is fully determined to stop dangerous and reckless driving.
Special CTP squad formed by City Traffic Officer (CTO) Shoaib Khurram Janbaz on the instruction of
Regional Police Officer (RPO) Muhammad Wasal Fakhar Sultan Raja is checking over-speeding on
city roads particularly at Peshawar Road, Jhelum Road and Airport Road.

RAWALPINDI: A decision has been taken to set up six cattle markets on permanent basis in
Rawalpindi division. Sources in Cattle Market Management Company (CMMC) said that six cattle
markets would be established in Gondal, Domel, Pindigheb, Talagang, Kalli Jagir and Chakwal.
CMMC Regional General Manager Mansoor Ahmad said that healthy and clean environment would
be maintained in these cattle markets. He claimed that no entry fee would be charged in these
markets that will become functional from the month of April. He said that the auction process for
setting up hotels, fodder shops, canteens and general stalls would be completed by February 25.

RAWALPINDI: Punjab University has extended the schedule for BA and BSc Part-1 annual
examination 2016 under which the last date for submitting admission forms with single fee is
February 10. According to the schedule, candidates can submit their forms with double fee until
February 18. Single fee for BA part-1 is Rs 3,500 and for BSc part-l is Rs 4,050. The date of
commencement of BA and BSc Part-l annual examination will be announced later.

RAWALPINDI: Rescue 1122, Rawalpindi has rescued 2,230 emergency victims in 2,200 emergency
operations conducted in the month of January maintaining its average response time of less than
seven minutes. Out of total 2,200 emergency calls received during previous month, the emergency
service dealt 784 road traffic accidents, 76 fire calls, one building collapse incident, 64 crime
incidents, three cylinder blasts, 138 special rescue operations and 1134 medical emergencies.
Punjab Emergency Service (Rescue 1122) Director General (DG) Brig (r) Dr Arshad Zia on Monday
reviewed performance of emergency operations in Punjab during a meeting to ensure uniform
standard of the service and quality emergency care without any discrimination. It has been observed
that 55,754 victims of emergencies were rescued in 54,492 rescue operations conducted in Punjab
during the month of January. Rescue 1122 responded to 54,492 emergency calls including 16,944
road traffic accidents, 30,296 medical emergencies, 931 fire incidents, 1,360 crimes, 17 drowning
incidents, 33 building collapses, 23 explosions and 4,888 miscellaneous operations. The DG said that
the increasing number of fire emergencies needs public vigilance while using electrical and gas
appliances especially electrical and gas heater should be shut off before sleeping to avoid possibility
of occurrence of fire emergency. He urged the public to play their role as responsible citizens for safe
building construction, installation of proper emergency exits and stairs, fire alarms, availability of fire
extinguishers, fire hydrants and sprinkler system for high rise buildings, industry and warehouses for
the prevention of fire emergencies and deal carefully with all electrical and gas appliances to avoid
occurring of fire emergencies and bearing heavy loss. He said that Rescue 1122 is on a single call
away in case of any incident and only timely emergency call can ensure timely emergency response.

LAHORE: Opposition on Monday walked out of the Punjab Assembly (PA) session, claiming that the
government was looting the poor masses by collecting extra Rs 40/ litre on petrol despite its actual
price in international market being just Rs 14. Opposition Leader in Punjab Assembly Mian
Mehmoodur Rasheed will table the resolution against the recent reduction of Rs 5/ litre on petrol in
the House today. All the four opposition parties including Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP), Pakistan Muslim League (Q) and Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) held a protest
demonstration on the issue outside the stairs of the assembly building and chanted slogans against
the government. The opposition leader on Monday also tried to table his resolution on the petrol
prices and demanded the government that it should reduce petrol prices at Rs 40 per litre and should
provide the advantages of reduced rates of petrol in international market to the masses directly.
However, the speaker did not allow him to move his resolution while Punjab Law Minister Rana
Sanaullah also opposed it. On this, the opposition benches walked out of the House for five minutes
but returned and joined the session on the request of the speaker and treasury members. Earlier,
addressing the House in favour of the said resolution, the opposition leader said that the government
was getting petrol on Rs 14 per litre from the international market and after the expenditures of
transportation, which are not more than Rs 6 per litre, it was collecting extra Rs 40 from the poor
masses. Punjab Assembly session, which started one hour and 45 minutes late, also adopted one
hour long Question Hour about the Higher Education Department. Parliamentary Secretary Mehwish
Sultana answered the queries of her colleagues in this regard. Later, the House passed two
important bills including the Punjab Special Protection Unit Bill 2015 and the Punjab Safe Cities
Authorities Bill 2015. Moreover, during this session, 14 different ordinances including the Punjab
Local Government (Amendment) Ordinance, Punjab Local Government (Second Amendment)
Ordinance, Punjab Marriage Functions Ordinance, Punjab Education Foundation (Amendment)
Ordinance, Punjab Economic Research Institute (Amendment) Ordinance, Punjab Prohibition of Child
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Labour At Bricks Kilns Ordinance, Punjab Forensic Science Agency (Amendment) Ordinance, Fort
Monroe Development Authority Ordinance, Provincial Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Ordinance,
Punjab Vigilance Committee Ordinance, Fatima Jinnah Medical University Lahore (Amendment)
Ordinance, Punjab Procurement Regulatory Authority (Amendment) Ordinance, and the Punjab
Forest (Amendment) Ordinance were laid before the assembly while the law minister introduced the
Punjab Public Representatives’ Laws (Amendment) Bill 2016. It is pertinent to mention that the
government has proposed to enhance the salaries of the provincial assembly members near to the
equivalent of other provincial assemblies. The law minister told the House that the salaries of the
chief minister, speaker and advisors were not enhanced in the bill and only the legislators would
enjoy the amendment. Anyhow, he confirmed that though the salaries of MPAs have been enhanced
in the amendment bill but factually, their salaries were still less than other provincial assemblies of
the country.

ISLAMABAD: The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) imposed on Monday a fine
of Rs1 million on the Central Power Purchase Agency (CPPA), also known as the National
Transmission and Despatch Company (NTDC), for failing to provide information needed for monthly
fuel price adjustments within the stipulated time.“NTDC/CPPA has deliberately violated the authority’s
directions regarding the submission of fuel price adjustment data,” said a statement issued by
Nepra.lt said the authority was required to make monthly fuel price adjustments (FPA) within the first
seven days and the CPPA needed to provide relevant information by the third day of every
month.Despite repeated instructions, the statement said, the CPPA did not meet the
requirements.Nepra sought an explanation for non-compliance and finding CPPA’s response
unsatisfactory issued a show-cause notice asking why a penalty of up to Rs100m might not be
imposed. After receiving a response, it decided to provide an opportunity of hearing, but the CPPA’s
plea that it had always tried to meet the authority’'s deadlines was again considered
unsatisfactory.The metering data of all common delivery points are usually available at midnight on
the last day of each month and, therefore, any delay in compiling the information ‘is not
justified’.Nepra also observed that the date for submission had been fixed after consultation with the
CPPA and, therefore, the latter was bound to meet the deadline.Despite repeated calls and
messages, there was no response from the CPPA spokesman, retired Col Sajjad Rana.

KOHAT: Thousands of fake computerised national identity cards (CNICs), degrees, official stamps
and tampered bank cheques were confiscated in a raid on a house in Shpalkiwal area of Darra Adam
Khel on Monday.Assistant Political Agent Ali Asghar told Dawn by telephone that a large number of
fake arms and driving licences, degrees with stamps of vice chancellors and certificates had been
found during the raid. The stamps include those of deputy commissioners, political agents, assistant
political agents and educational staff.The business had been going on for 15 years and many people
had got government jobs through these fake documents, suspect Arshad reportedly admitted. Arshad
surrendered to authorities who used the Collective Responsibility Clause 21 of the Frontier Crimes
Regulations.

ISLAMABAD: After the brutal terrorist attack on Bacha Khan University in Charsadda, the Federal
Directorate of Education (FDE) has failed to ensure security of schools as schools lack 1,600 security
guards. The federal and provincial government had directed the FDE and Capital Administration and
Development Division (CADD) to take strict security measures including deployment of trained
security guards, installation of CCTV cameras and construction of secure boundary walls to avoid
any untoward incident in future but the reality is totally different. Schools of federal capital lack trained
security guards. FDE Director General Moinud din Wani said that the CADD Ministry has been asked
to ensure provision of funds for hiring trained security guards and we are waiting for the reply. “An
application to the CADD Ministry has been already sent in this regard,” he added. Following the Army
Public School (APS) Peshawar attack, the FDE had hired security guards for colleges and schools
but they were terminated due to the shortage of funds. The capital city police on last Sunday had
reviewed arrangements to ensure security of all educational institutions, media houses and other
important buildings after the Bach Khan University attack. During the survey of different government
educational institutions, it was revealed that most of the schools and colleges lack security guards
and many schools also lack boundary walls and other security equipment to ensure secure
arrangements for the premises. Another FDE official said that many schools in rural areas of the
federal capital are vulnerable to security risk as the boundary walls of many schools could not be
constructed despite claims by the authorities concerned. “This complacence on the part of the
authority would result in a disaster if timely measures would not be taken to ensure secure
educational institutions,” he added.

MULTAN: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah said on Sunday that the Sindh government
stood with the federal government on some issues, but there were certain matters on which it had
reservations with the federation.Talking to journalists here, the chief minister said: “We are with the
federal government and have respect for it but we also have reservations on some issues like
energy, gas, National Finance Commission Award and the implementation on 18th
Amendment.“Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is a good person and he visits Sindh in connection with the
law and order situation but he never addressed our reservations over energy, health and education,”
Mr Shah complained.The chief minister said that powers had not been devolved to provinces as far
as health, education and other sectors were concerned.He said the federal government had not
extended the NFC Award despite the fact that it had completed five years.“Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar was asked to play his role for the extension of the NFC award, but he did not respond to the
provincial government’s request,” the chief minister said.

Referring to power situation in the province, Mr Shah said that the province had resources to
generate electricity from coal and wind.He said that the cost of a power unit in Sindh, Punjab and
other areas of the country was Rs17 to Rs18, but it could be brought down to Rs9 from coal.The chief
minister said that 20 licences had been issued to various companies to generate electricity from
coal.He said the Sindh government had no objection to the arrest of Uzair Baloch.“We have no
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differences with the federal government over the arrest of Uzair Baloch as all criminals should be
arrested,” he said.He said the provincial government did not know when Baloch had been arrested as
some reports suggested he had been arrested earlier.Referring to law and order situation in Sindh,
Mr Shah said that it had deteriorated in the province over past 30 years, but it was now improving for
a couple of years.He said that corruption existed in all parts of the country and Sindh was not alone in
that sense and institutions like National Accountability Bureau and Federal Investigation Agency were
there to take action against those elements who were involved in this.Meanwhile, Mr Shah
participated in a marriage ceremony during his stay here besides visiting the Gilani House to condole
the death of Asad Murtaza Gilani, nephew of former prime minister Yousuf Raza Gilani. Asad Gilani
died in the Mina stampede during Haj.Mr Gilani’s brother, Ahmed Mujtaba Gilani, received the chief
minister along Khawaja Rizwan Alam, PPP information secretary in south Punjab, when Mr Shah
arrived here as former prime minister Yousuf Raza Gilani was not present in Multan.

QUETTA: Balochistan Health Minister Mir Rehmat Saleh Baloch has warned action against those
doctors and paramedics in public sector hospitals who do not perform their duty honestly. He was
presiding over a meeting of senior health officials of the province.
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PAKISTAN RAILWAY INFRASTRUCTURE MAP

List of Named Passenger Trains of Pakistan
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Railways to Invite Private Sector to Run Trains . 100 ies
L -\‘ ISLAMABAD - Under the public-private partnership policy
of the government, Pakistan Railways was planning to engage 0 100 200KM

“| private sector for running the passenger trains, which were not
generating enough revenue. “The move will not affect service
Bl of any employee and earn more revenue for national entity,"
an official of the Ministry of Railways told APP. With the
involvement of private parties in the commercial management
and facilitation, the passenger trains running between Sindh
and Punjab capitals have been a success story, he remarked.
To a question, he said that work on 75 level-crossing in
Punjab will soon be completed,” he said and vowed to retrieve
the all occupied land of the Railways across the country.
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