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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS
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RAWALPINDI: A suspected swine flu patient died at Benazir Bhutto Hospital yesterday, bringing
the death toll in the district to 12.

However, Medical Superintendent BBH Dr Asif Qadir Mir said that though the female patient had
symptoms of swine flu, yet National Institute of Health (NIH) has not confirmed it so far.According
to the MS, Razia Bibi had been suffering from flu and fever for the last one week and she remained
admitted in the hospital for two days.He said that it was the second death in the swine flu ward as
one Muhammad Nazir died two days ago but he was confirmed patient of swine flu.lt is to mention
here that for the last two weeks as many as 12 people have died of swine flu in Rawalpindi
district.Four people died at Holy Family Hospital, two at BBH and one at District Headquarters
Hospital while remaining died at private hospitals including two in Wah Cantonment.

RAWALPINDI: A suspected swine flu patient died at Benazir Bhutto Hospital on Saturday.lt is the
second death related to swine flu in the hospital. However, Medical Superintendent Dr Asif Qadir
Mir said that though the patient had symptoms of swine flu, the report from National Institute of
Health (NIH) had yet not arrived.He said Razia Bibi was suffering from flu and fever for the last one
week and was admitted to the hospital two days ago.Mohammad Nazir had died two days ago and
was a confirmed patient of swine flu.

During the last two weeks, 12 people have died of swine flu in Rawalpindi district. Four people died
at Holy Family Hospital, two at Benazir Bhutto Hospital and one at District Headquarters Hospital.
The remaining died at private hospitals.Executive District Officer Health Dr Arshad Ali Sabir told
Dawn that the head department was maintaining record and all private hospitals provided data to
NIH which then conveyed it to the district health department.

ISLAMABAD- Powerful tremors of earthquake were felt in Chitral and surrounding areas, local
media reports said on Monday.The tremors were also felt in other cities in northern part of country
including Malakand and Sawat.

The epicentre of earthquake was said to be 80km deep in Hindukush region. The magnitude of
earthquake was 5.2 at Richter Scale, according to meteorological department.There are no reports
of losses to life and property in incidents linked to the earthquake.

Chitral: Relief goods including tents were distributed among victims of flood and earthquake of
Chitral. Creative Approach for Development (CAD), a local non-government organization
distributed these things among those people whose houses were damaged by flood or earthquake
but they were still not supported by any other organization. Talking to this scribe, Shahzada
Mudassirul Mulk, head of CAD, said that they distributed the items among victims of natural
disaster with the financial support of Concern Worldwide.

He said that for the purposes they were conducting door-to-door survey by their staff including
women monitor officer to ascertain that how many people were deprived of support of other
organizations. And after that they issued token to deserving families so as to distribute these things
only among real deserving ones. Muhammad Ali, a representative of Concern Worldwide, was also
present on the occasion to monitor transparency in distribution of these relief goods.

Talking to the scribe, some victims said that houses were damaged by flood and later on by
earthquake but they were still not supported by government. They expressed their strange that the
prime minister had announced Rs 50 million.

CHITRAL: Earthquake tremors were felt in different areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa early Saturday
morning, a few weeks after a severe earthquake hit northern Afghanistan and Pakistan.

The jolts were felt in Buner, Malakand, Swat and adjoining areas. People left their houses and
workplaces and headed out for open spaces fearing a strong earthquake. There was no loss of life
or property reported after the tremors. The magnitude of earthquake was 5.0 with the epicentre
reported 13 kilometres west of Ashkasham area in Afghanistan at a depth of 90.7 km, according to
the United States Geological Survey (USGS) website.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan Meteorological Department recorded the magnitude at 5.0, with its
epicentre near the Afghanistan-Tajikistan border at a focal depth of 80 km. The affected areas are
still reeling from a strong 7.5 magnitude quake, which struck in October last year, killing over 300
people in both Afghanistan and Pakistan. Shangla, Chitral, Swat and Dir were among the worst hit
places in the region.Many houses in the quake-affected areas were reduced to rubble and
survivors have had to spend winter sleeping in the open ? or in tents.

On Dec 25, 2015, over 30 people were injured as a 6.2 magnitude earthquake was felt in parts of
Pakistan, Afghanistan and India. Pakistan is located in the Indus-Tsangpo Suture Zone, which is
roughly 200 km north of the Himalaya Front and is defined by an exposed ophiolite chain along its
southern margin.This region has the highest rates of seismicity and largest earthquakes in the
Himalaya region, caused mainly by movement on thrust faults.

RAWALPINDI: Another patient suffering from swine flu died on Friday while the death tolls climbed
to eight due to swine-flu disease across the province of Punjab. A swine flu patient died at Holy
Family Hospital on Friday. Punjab Health DG said that around 53 patients are being provided with
medical assistance in various hospitals due to swine-flu disease while death toll reached eight.
Punjab chief secretary directed DG health to provide best possible medical treatment to patients
suffering from the menace of swine flu.
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Earthquake tremors were felt in parts of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) on Saturday, Express News
reported.The Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) recorded the quake at a magnitude of 5
on the richter scale.

According to PMD, the epicentre of the quake was near the Afghanistan-Tajikistan border and was
80km deep.Tremors were felt across Bajaur Agency, Fata, Chitral, Buner and Malakand. Following
tremors, people rushed out of their homes and buildings amid panic.

On January 8, an earthquake jolted most of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Fata, forcing people to rush
out into the open from their homes and offices. While the recent quakes have been more restricted
to specific areas, this one was more widespread.The Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD)
recorded the quake at a magnitude of 5.9, while US Geological Survey (USGS) recorded it at 5.A
PMD meteorologist Agha Babar told The Express Tribune the epicentre was about 288 kilometres
northeast of Kabul city in the Hindu Kush range at the Afghanistan-Tajikistan border.Babar said the
depth was 227 kilometres below the surface. The tremors were felt as far up as Gilgit-Baltistan and
Chitral to South Waziristan along with parts of Punjab.

Major General Asghar Nawaz, Chairman National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has
emphasised the need for further strengthening integrated disaster management system and co-
ordination mechanism amongst all relevant stakeholders to ensure better preparedness to face the
natural calamities. Addressing the National Review Conference to analyze the flood management
and response efforts undertaken during 2015 Floods by all stakeholders Chairman NDMA
appreciated the collaborative role of various departments that resulted in satisfactory management
of 2015 Floods.

Chairman NDMA also reiterated that the aim of such conferences is to identify the gaps, record the
lessons learnt / best practices and to devise strategy for future. Structured presentations were
given by Pakistan Meteorological Department, all Provincial Irrigation Departments, all Provincial
Disaster Management Authorities, Army Representative, National Highway Authority (NHA) and
Representatives of Mangla and Tarbela Dam.

Some tangible input was received for action by Federal and Provincial Government Departments.
Flood mitigation projects/rehabilitation works by irrigation departments viz-a-viz availability of
funding, timely completion of flood mitigation works before onset of next monsoon season,
encroachments in river plains and huge annual expenditures on relief to population of said
encroachments, ageing of rescue equipment held by Army viz-a-viz replacement cost to be borne
by respective provincial governments, poor stocking level of relief goods at districts and below,
weak response mechanism at District level and equipment inadequacy of Pakistan Meteorological
Department were identified as major challenges. Chairman NDMA while thanking all participants
said that notwithstanding rescue constraints and challenges thereof, a concerted as well as co-
ordinated proactive response is much warranted to thwart the effects of flood disasters.

LAHORE: Lahore High Court (LHC) directed the Punjab Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
on Friday to enforce pollution charge rules by forming an inquiry committee in collaboration with
the Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industries (LCCIl).Justice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah was
hearing a petiton by Muhammad Naeem questioning the vires of Environmental Impact
Assessment and Initial Environmental Examination rules.

His counsel Sheraz Zaka submitted that the EPA and the relevant authorities had failed to fulfil
their statutory obligations with respect to implementation of Pollution Charge Rules 2001.He said
Lahore was becoming one of the most polluted cities due to lack of implementation of the rules.
Counsel for the EPA said the rules had not been implemented.“Following the Paris agreement
signed in 2015 to curb pollution and environmental degradation, it has become necessary to
implement pollution charge rules and adhere to the United Nations climate change convention,”
Zaka said.Advocate Saima Khwaja assisted the court on the matter as amicus curie. She said the
Punjab would continue to suffer from growing industrialisation and global warming as long as the
EPA did not fulfil its obligations.Justice Shah directed the agency to implement pollution charge
rules by forming an inquiry committee in collaboration with the LCCI. The court sought a report on
progress at the next hearing.The judge also directed the government to take action against factory
owners violating pollution charge rules. The judge adjourned the hearing until March 25.

RAWALPINDI: Another patient suffering from swine-flu died on Friday, raising the death toll to
eight across Punjab.The swine flu patient died at Holy Family hospital on Friday.DG health Punjab
said that around 53 patients were provided with medical assistance in various hospitals due to
swine-flu disease.The Punjab chief secretary has directed DG health Punjab to provide best
possible medical treatment to patients suffering from swine-flu.

ISLAMABAD: As many as 32,600 cases of Dengue fever were REGISTERED and 129 deaths
were recorded across the country during last three years.

An official of the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination told that in
2013 a total of 20,710 cases were registered and 104 people died due to Dengue fever, in 2014
about 1,991 cases appeared while 18 patients died and 9,899 cases were registered while seven
people expired in 2015 due to this fever across the country.He informed that 261 cases and one
death appeared in Islamabad, 2,683 cases and 9 casualties in Rawalpindi District, 6,241 cases
recorded and 26 persons expired in Punjab, 8,797 total cases and 49 deaths in Sindh while 14,562
total cases and 43 deaths were registered in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa due to Dengue fever during the
same time period.

He said Dengue cases are being reported from over 100 countries across the globe, saying During
2015, most of the cases were reported from August to October and a total 1,470 cases reported in
Rawalpindi.The Ministry concerned had taken various steps for the prevention and control of
Dengue fever including issuance of advisory, guidelines on Dengue fever, provision of free of cost
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diagnostics and genotyping facilities for Dengue cases at NIH, training on rapid response teams in
provinces and awareness seminars etc, he added.

LAHORE: Another person died due to swine flu in the province pushing the death toll of people
who died of the virus this month to 17, Aaj News reported.This month 51 cases of swine flu were
reported in Punjab this month.The latest victim of the deadly virus became 45 year old Rao Asif,
who was admitted with the disease this month. Asif was a resident of Igbal Town in Lahore.Punjab
Health Ministry has declared Islamabad, Lahore and Multan high risk zones. Hospitals have been
supplied with medicines so that first aid can be provided to patients with the symptoms.

RAWALPINDI: Benazir Bhutto Hospital (BBH) received a suspected patient of swine flu yesterday,
sources informed The Nation.Saleem, a resident of Bhara Kahu, arrived in the hospital with the
complaint of flu, sources said.At present, the hospital is treating two swine flu suspects, the
sources informed.“His pathological test conducted at a private laboratory declared him a swine flu
patient.

However, we have sent his samples to National Institute of Health (NIH) for confirmation,” said a
doctor who was treating the patient at BBH.She said that the patient was showing symptoms
similar to that of swine flu.He has been kept in a special ward and doctors are providing him
treatment.

“We will not declare him a swine flu patient until we get the confirmation report from the NIH,” she
said, adding that the report would come in three to four days.Earlier, a 72-year-old man Syed
Hassan had died of swine flu in Holy Family Hospital (HFH), bringing the death tally to 6 caused by
the deadliest virus.

KARACHI: As many as 49 more dengue fever cases have been reported from Karachi in a
week.According to weekly reported shared by Dengue Prevention and Control Program Sindh, at
least 49 new dengue fever cases were detected in Karachi from 15th to 21st January 2016, out of
which 33 were treated in In-patient departments, while 16 were reported in Outpatient
Departments.

A total 120 dengue fever cases were reported from Karachi since 1st January 2016, while no death
was reported from dengue this year so far.

KARACHI:The Sindh Assembly speaker turned down on Monday an adjournment motion
presented by the Muttahida Qaumi Movement to discuss the media reports on children dying of
malnutrition in Tharparkar.

Speaker Agha Siraj Durrani ruled that the motion, presented by MQM MPAs Hira Ismail and Naila
Muneer, was not maintainable after treasury lawmakers argued that there was no drought or
malnutrition crisis in the district.

The MQM lawmakers pointed out in their motion that a report had appeared in a section of the
press on January 15 according to which three children had died of malnutrition in Tharparkar and
over death toll in recent days had reached 71. They raised the question as to why the provincial
government was not providing immediate assistance to the residents of the district.Food minister
Hussain Shah told the House that there was no drought or malnutrition crisis in Tharparkar as
there had been rainfall in the province and crops too were harvested. He added that there was a
shortage of fodder in the district as its cultivation had been affected, but there were plenty of wheat
stocks.“There has been a shortage of fodder in Tharparkar for the last 65 years but the provincial
government has been able to overcome to a great extent because of its efforts in the last eight
years,” he added.The minister said the residents of Tharparkar had been provided with clean
drinking water and work on other projects was in progress.

Education minister Nisar Ahmed Khuhro said 0.4 million families in the district were being provided
free-of-charge meals.He added that there were 34 basic health units in Tharparkar and taluka
hospitals too were providing free treatment.“It's unfair to compare the living standards of the
residents of Tharparkar with those living in cities as the district is a backward region but during the
last five years, a 1,200-km network of roads has been constructed there.”Durrani turned down the
motion ruling that it pertained to two separate issues - nutrition and deaths of children.

Four more children died of malnourishment in drought-hit Tharparkar district on Monday, taking the
death toll to 54 during the last 18 days.According to details, a newborn and a five-month-old baby
girl were among the four children who breathed their last at Civil Hospital Mithi.

More than 95 children are under treatment at different hospitals of Tharparkar, while many children
have already been shifted to Hyderabad owing to their critical condition. On Sunday, one-month-
old Zeenat died of malnutrition at Civil Hospital Mithi and a four-month-old in Taluka Hospital
Chachro.Meanwhile, the Health Department said that four teams had been sent to far-flung areas
of Thar to treat the malnourished children. A 15-month-old child Bheem Ram died before reaching
Islam Kot Hospital on January 8. Some 17 children had died of malnutrition by the first week of this
month.

RAWALPINDI: An 87-year-old patient of Swine Flu died today at Holy Family Hospital, raising the
death toll to six in the city.Syed Hassan was brought to HFH after he was tested positive for H1N1
Virus one week ago. The Executive District Health claimed that the patient had recovered from the
disease and he died due to asthma and allergy.

It may be added at least 54 persons have been affected of Swine Flue throughout the Punjab
province.

MITHI, Tharparkar: Four more children on Monday died of malnourishment in the district capital of
Tharparkar taking the death toll to 54 during last 18 days.A newborn and a five-month-old baby girl
Hasto Bhel were among the four, who breathed their last at Civil Hospital Mithi.
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More than 95 children are under treatment in different hospitals of Tharparkar. Many children have
been shifted to Hyderabad owing to critical condition.On Sunday, one-month-old Zeenat died of
malnutrition in Civil hospital Mithi and four-month-old in Talga Hospital in Chachro.

Meanwhile, the provincial health department has claimed that four teams have been sent to far
flung areas to treat the malnourished children.A 15-month-old child Bheem Ram died before
reaching Islam Kot Hospital on Jan 8. Some 17 children had died of malnutrition by the first week
of the month and other causes.

HARIPUR: The residents of Hattar village and surrounding areas have criticised what they termed
the non-serious attitude of the industrialists who have caused irreparable loss to the environment
in Haripur.

The Hattar Industrial Estate renamed as Hattar Economic Zone was established in 1985 and is the
9th largest industrial estate in the country.

It is spread over an area of around 40,000 kanals and over 400 industries were established in the
region but only 268 are operating now. There are currently around 30,000 labourers, including
5,000 women.

There are cement, chemical, marble, vegetable, pharmaceutical and beverage industries that are
key polluters according to the chemical assessment of Environment Protection Agency (EPA)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.Talking to The News, Programme Coordinator of Sungi Development
Foundation ljaz Ajmal Khan said the industrial units had no treatment plants.

He said the industrial units discharged untreated effluent in water channels. He added that
untreated water was absorbed by the land.“Due to the absorption of untreated water in the
adjoining lands, the taste of the water from the wells and tube-well had become salty and smelly,”
he added.

The common diseases in the region, according to health sources, are respiratory, brain tumor,
bronchitis and skin allergy. The smell of the water has made life miserable for the local
residents.The dust rising from two cement industries situated near Hattar village is also
contributing to environmental pollution. According to Bakhsh Elahi, member of AAWAZ district
forum, one of the two cement factories had faulty dust control system.He said the residents of
Hattar, Shadi, Faroogia, Rani Wah, Pind Gujran, Chach, Suraj Gali and surrounding areas were
exposed to the dust, which could cause respiratory problems. He maintained that the dust had also
affected the fertility of agriculture land and orchards.

According to official sources, the Federal Ministry of Environment approved the establishment of
Combined Effluent Treatment Plant (CETP) in the industrial estate in February 2007.The CETP,
which was estimated at Rs225 million was proposed to be established in Phase-IV of the Hattar
Estate. Unfortunately the plan couldn’t be implemented.Chairman of Sarhad Development
Authority Haripur Israr Khan said that work couldn’t be undertaken on the CETP project even after
eight years.Mazhar Hussain Shah, president of AAWAZ District Forum Haripur, said that though
Hattar-based industrialists earned millions, it caused damaged ecology of Haripur.He said the
quarters concerned were least bothered about the health related problems of locals and didn’t
allocate mandatory share of Corporate Social Responsibility to control pollution.

CHITRAL: The tremendous earthquake had damaged 95 houses fully and 200 partially at
Charoon oveer, along with cattle pens. Pipeline of drinking water was also damaged.

Under earthquake emergency response for the affected community, an organization named
Creative Approach for Development (CAD) has recently provided 60 shelter houses for cattle of
Charoon Oveer, while also restoring the pipeline for drinkable water. Shelter houses were
constructed with the financial support of CONCERN WORLDWIDE, an international Non
Government Organization. “After damaging of the pipeline, the women folk in the area were
compelled to bring drinking water in pitches from far flung areas but now they will get potable
drinking water in their houses through the restored pipeline, Shahzada Musaddasirul Mulk
chairman of CAD told this scribe.

An affected peasant of Charoon over told local journalists that they were forced to leave the cattle
under open sky after the earthquake induced damages. He added that many people sold their
cattle on less prizes, because keeping them was no more profitable.Creative Approaches for
Development (CAD) is community Development Organization working in district Chitral in the
areas of infrastructure development, poverty reduction and socio-economic development of the
area.

LAHORE - Another patient of Swine flu died yesterday, taking the death toll to thirteen in the
province.At least 54 persons have been affected by the deadly disease spreading fast in the
Punjab with over 100 cases reported so far across the province.

A woman, Yasmeen, suffering from H1N1 virus commonly known as Swine flu died in Lahore on
Sunday whereas the number of patients affected by the disease reached 14 in the
metropolis.Overall, five deaths have been reported in Rawalpindi, four in Multan and one each in
Lahore, Chakwal, Gujranwala and Sahiwal.

In a statement, Adviser to Punjab Chief Minister on Health Khwaja Salman Rafique said that every
effort was being made to contain the flu.Meanwhile, five cases have also been confirmed in
Karachi, Sindh.Swine flu, also known as H1N1 in medical terms, is a disease that spreads through
contact with a sufferer, when shaking hands, aerially or using a utensil which had earlier been in
contact with a patient of the disease.

Swine influenza, also called pig influenza, swine flu, hog flu and pig flu, is an infection caused by
any one of several types of swine influenza viruses.Swine influenza virus is common throughout
pig populations worldwide.Special measures for seasonal influenza: The Punjab government has
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finalised the standard operating procedure (SOP) to counter the threat of H1,N1 seasonal
influenza situation in the province.The health department issued instructions to the teaching
hospitals, District Headquarters and tehsil Headquarters hospitals to set up special counters for
H1,N1 seasonal influenza patients.

Besides, High Dependency Units (HDUs) set up for dengue patients in the hospitals should be
converted in units for treatment of influenza patients for one month.The Health department started
providing special protection kits to doctors and other staff deputed for ifluenza patients.Health
helpline has been made fully functional to provide guidance and awareness of influenza.According
to the official sources, health department has 15,000 protection kits and doctors are using these
kits while as more as 30,000 tomi flue tablets are also available in the stock and more are in
process of import from WHO.Following the direction by the Advisor on Health Kh.Salman Rafique,
an awareness campaign should be launched for providing awareness to the doctors community
and the people.Provincial SUN secretariat to be inaugurated today: Planning and Development
Department Punjab (P&D) with support of Micronutrient Initiative is all set to launch its provincial
Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Secretariat at P&D department today (Monday).The inauguration
ceremony in this regard will be held at P&D auditorium.Minister Labour and Human Resource Raja
Ashfag Sarwar will be the chief guest while Chairman P&D Jehanzaib Khan, members of
Parliament, international donor agencies and NGOs representatives, health and nutrition experts
will also address the ceremony.The secretariat will not only address the international commitments
but also work jointly for the better, prosperous, healthy and food-secure Punjab.

THARPARKAR: Another two more children on Monday have died taking the toll to 52 in mere 18
days.

According to the details, a newborn and five-month-old baby girl Hasto Bhel died owing to
undernourishment in Mithi’s Civil Hospital.

More than 95 children are under treatment in different hospital in Tharparkar. However, several
children have been shifted to Hyderabad owing to critical conditions.

This winter has found the residents of Chitral unsettled, after the unlucky vale was ravaged by not
one but two natural calamities in 2015; floods and earthquakes.The damage could have been far
worse; the villagers of Charun Oveer mostly build houses out of mud and stone so they are easy to
rebuild. But most villagers say they’ve never seen such destruction in their lifetimes.People were
just scraping off the mud and picking up the boulders left behind by the flood when the earth shook
again in October 2015.The landscape of Upper Chitral speaks for itself, the destruction writ large
upon the freshly exposed mountainsides.

In the rest of Chitral, the destruction is scattered but still considerable. The Kalash valley was badly
hit and landslides are triggered on the surrounding mountains by every small aftershock or
tremor.While reconstruction here will be cheaper, it certainly won’t be easy given the limited
resources that people have. Many families have now moved to lower ground to stay with their
relatives.Those who have no choice but to stay have put up tents covered with extra sheets of
tarpaulin — distributed by aid agencies — as a shelter against the bitter cold. Nearly everyone is in a
race against the elements; winter is a cruel mistress in these parts. Aftershocks are another
scourge for residents of these mountainside dwellings. The tremors terrify children, with many
parents saying their young ones have trouble sleeping and often wake up screaming. One child,
who was stuck inside the rubble for many hours, is now afraid of living under a roof.While the
people here are resilient, the scars left by these disasters will take time to heal.

THARPARKAR: Two more children breathed their last due to malnutrition in drought-hit
Tharparkar on Sunday, taking the death toll to 50 in 17 days.According to media reports, the
disaster claimed two more lives as one month old Zeenat and four months old in Talga breathed
their last in medical facilities of Mithi and Chachro respectively in the region.

Reportedly, Civil Hospital in Mithi lacks funding, staff members remain absent and medicines are
scarce in the area. Lack of resources has further added to the misery of the locals.More than 80
children are under treatment in different hospitals whereas three have been shifted to Civil hospital
Mithi as their condition turned critical.On the other hand, health department has claimed that four
teams have been sent to far flung areas.The plight of children in southern Sindh province
highlights the provincial government’s incompetence to deal with the situation.

©2016 www.alhasan.com 4%
v



(.2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES

Two injured in Peshawar
blast

The Express Tribune, January 24,
2016

lllegal arms: Over 20

suspects held
The Express Tribune, January 24,
2016

Armed and ready: Teachers
to get gun licenses post

BKU attack
The Express Tribune, January 24,
2016

4. ¥ 02016 www.alhasan.com
v

DETAILS

PESHAWAR: At least two people, including an administrator of a religious seminary, were injured
on Sunday when a roadside bomb hit a vehicle at Peshawar's Sabzi Mandi area in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa. “Qari Salahuddin, head of a religious institution, and his gunman Abdul Shakoor
were on their way to the seminary when a remote-controlled bomb, planted in a pushcart, went off
at the Ingilab Road, causing damage to the vehicle while both the persons received wounds,” a
police official, who requested not to be named, told The Express Tribune. Soon after the
explosion, police and security personnel cordoned off the area and shifted the injured to the Lady
Reading Hospital for providing emergency medical care.

Meanwhile, a search operation is underway to arrest the alleged perpetrators of the blast.
Incident comes days after gunmen armed with grenades and Kalashnikovs stormed the Bacha
Khan University in Charsadda, killing as many as 22 people while injuring over 30 others.
According to police, the militants, using the cover of thick, wintry fog, had scaled the walls of the
university before entering buildings and opening fire on students and teachers in classrooms and
hostels. Following the deadly terrorist attack on the education institution, the Army claimed to
have arrested at least five facilitators. “Five facilitators have been identified as Riaz, Noorullah,
Adil, Zia and Ibrahim,” the DG ISPR said while addressing a press conference in Peshawar on
Saturday.

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Police and rangers on Saturday conducted a search operation on
the capital’s outskirts and arrested over two dozen people, mostly for possession of illegal arms.
The search operation was carried out in different areas of Bara Kahu including Dhoke Abbasi, Nai
Abadi and Kot Hathial under the supervision of SSP Ahmed Igbal. Igbal told The Express
Tribune that the police recovered three pistols, 32 kilograms of explosives, and equipment used
in bombs during the operation, which started at 4:45 in the morning and ended around 10 am.
Speaking to The Express Tribune, Operations SSP Sajid Kiani said the purpose of the operation
was to ensure foolproof security in the city.

“After the terrorist attack in Charsadda, SPs and SHOs have been directed to increase patrolling
in their respective areas. We're also taking other measures to tighten security,” he shared.
Statistics show that from January 2010 to September 2015, Bara Kahu became a safe haven for
criminals, illustrated by a steep rise in robberies, murder and attempted murder, rape,
kidnappings, mugging and vehicle thefts. The official claimed that migration of people from Azad
Kashmir after the 2005 earthquake was a major cause in the increased crime rate. “In 2013,
Nasiruddin Haqggani, the son of Jalaluddin Haqqgani of the Haggani Network, was killed in the
same area, and the same year an explosives-laden car was also seized from there,” he said.

PESHAWAR: The massacre at the Bacha Khan University in Charsadda has once again sowed
the idea of arming teachers at schools and the K-P administration has decided to issue free
weapons’ licences for government educational institutes’ employees. On Saturday, the provincial
home ministry confirmed free licences would be issued after an official shows the necessary
authority letter. A day earlier, Bacha Khan University faculty members met the vice chancellor
and demanded they be allowed to carry weapons on the premises of the university. The meeting
came in the wake of the deadly terrorist attack on the varsity which left 22 people dead. The
home department said government educational institutes would get free licences, while private
entities have to pay a fee. An official, requesting anonymity, confirmed that government officials
only needed to show an authority letter from their department when applying for the licence.

Mixed opinions

Teachers showed a mixed reaction to the idea of carrying weapons on the premises of their
institutions. Talking to The Express Tribune, K-P All Primary Teachers Association President
Malik Khalid Khan said he was aware that educational institutes were seats of learning, but
stressed the need for teachers to bear arms in these turbulent times. He appreciated the
government’s initiative to allow teachers to get free weapons licences. However, he said there
must be a strict ban on the display of weapons on any campus. On the other hand, Fazal Hanif, a
schoolteacher in Mardan, believed these weapons would affect children’s studies and only create
panic. He recalled that a student in Swat was killed a few months ago when his teacher was
cleaning a pistol and it accidentally went off. “Teachers are there to teach students and not to
protect the school,” said Alif Ailaan Regional Coordinator Umar Orakzai. He added the
government should train policemen to protect schools. The coordinator asked if two or three
policemen were hired for the safety of a single MPA or MNA, why not schools? He added the
government should form a new force security at educational institutes and have at least one
trained security guard for the schools.

After the Army Public School massacre in 2014 which resulted in the death of 144 people who
were mostly children, the K-P government allowed teachers to carry weapons on campus.
However, there was much criticism from social activists and political parties. This forced the
government to withdraw its decision and teachers were no longer allowed to bear arms on
campus. The incident of the death of a student in Swat gave credence to their stance. On Friday,
the vice chancellors of all 17 public universities held a meeting and demanded the establishment
of police check posts at their institutes. The VCs congregated at Bacha Khan University in
Charsadda to condole with VC Fazal Raheem Marwat at his office. The educationists paid tribute
to teachers, students and other staff members and expressed their solidarity. The meeting also
discussed threats to public sector universities in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and demanded the

¢

National
Journalists
Forum




(.2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN 10

government install proper measures and security posts. It was also asked that automatic
weapons be provided to university staff and guards be trained properly.

'Facilitators' behind BKU PESHAWAR: The ‘facilitators' behind Bacha Khan University attack were revealed before
attack revealed after DG reporters on Saturday, following a press conference held by Director-General Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) Lieutenant-General Asim Bajwa. The director general of the military's
media wing shared details of the probe into the January 20 brutal attack on the Bacha Khan
University in Charsadda which had claimed at least 21 lives. The press briefing began with a
recorded telephone conversation between the 'terrorists and a reporter' with the militants claiming
responsibility for the attack. The reporter was receiving the call from a Pakistani phone while the
call came from an Afghan phone and an Afghan sim, according to the DG ISPR who added that,
"This attack involved four terrorists, all of whom were killed, and four accomplices."

ISPR's press conference
Daily Dawn, January 24, 2016

'Attack preparations done in Afghanistan’

Lt-Gen Asim Bajwa said the terrorists did their preparations near Torkham checkpost area in
Afghanistan, then they crossed the border using public transport and travelled to Mardan —
looking like "common people". He also presented a map of Mardan and Charsadda showing the
alleged movement of the attackers. "After entering Mardan, these terrorists were received by Adil
and Riaz," the DG ISPR said while showing the location of the "two men's houses/hideouts on the
Mardan-Charsadda road, where the terrorists were kept". "Adil is a labourer. A few days ago he
was doing some masonry work in the university, and made a map of the university so he could
explain it to the attackers. And Adil is the one who helped the attackers figure out their way into
the university." These facilitators helped the terrorists embark a rickshaw and travel to nearby
Imbrahimzai University, where they dismounted, from there they travelled to Bacha Khan
University, the director general of the military's media wing said. The DG ISPR said that progress
has also been made in identifying the finance trail, which he said will be shared once the
investigation is complete.

Society must play its part

"We have come to the conclusion that terrorism cannot be fought while there are accomplices
and facilitators," Lt Gen Bajwa adding that, "terrorism is a problem being faced by the whole
world, but all societies play their own role." He also requested society to be aware of our
surroundings. "All institutions must play their part; all societies must play their part." Responding
to a question the DG ISPR said that at no point had the Afghan government been blamed for the
attack. "We only said that the attack was planned and handled from Afghan soil." Answering
another question regarding the Pak-Afghan border he said that, "Border management is an issue.
Border management issue is brought up everytime we have a meeting with Afghanistan. We have
to work on it." "Even developed countries like United States have these challenges — look at the
US-Mexico border. Our border management will improve with time; we are working on it. We are
also talking to people in tribal agencies and asking them to remain vigilant." The January 20

attack was claimed by mastermind of the APS Peshawar attack, Umar Mansoor, of the
banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) Geedar group.

A spokesperson from the TTP, Mohammad Khorasani, on the other hand had issued a conflicting
statement shortly after Mansoor's claim, in which Khorasani condemned the attack, terming it
"against Shariah". Chief of Army Staff Gen Raheel Sharif later telephoned Afghanistan
President Ashraf Ghani and shared with him investigation details of of the BKU attack and also
asked him to help in tracing the attackers. General Raheel also shared the details of the attack
with Afghan chief executive Abdullah Abdullah and commander of Resolute Support Mission and
United States Forces in Afghanistan Gen John Campbell. Earlier in the day, the army chief
chaired a 'special security meeting' at the Corps Headquarters, Peshawar, according to a
statement issued by Director-General Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) Lieutenant-General
Asim Bajwa. The meeting reviewed operations in Khyber Pahkhtunkhwa and Federally-
Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) as well as the ‘Intelligence Based Operations™ (IBOs), Pak-
Afghan border management and the progress into the attack on the Bacha Khan University. The
meeting was attended by Corps Commander Peshawar, Director-General (DG) Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) Lieutenant General Rizwan Akhtar, DG Military Intelligence (MI), director general
of military operations (DGMO) and DG ISPR among other high-ranking officials of the Pakistan
Army.

S @O ER TS I RANHES M QUETTA: Six suspected militants were killed in an exchange of fire with security forces in
with security forces in Awaran district of Balochistan on Friday, security personnel also lost his life in the clash. A
Awaran sgcgrity official told DawnNews that secyrity forces conducted a raid [n Mas.hkat.a.rea of Awaran
Daily Dawn, January 23, 2016 district to apprehend the suspects, which led to the exchange of fire. “Six militants and one

¢ ’ security forces personnel was killed, two other soldiers were injured,” he said. The official claimed
that the suspects belonged to an outlawed organisation operating in the area and were involved
in kidnapping, target killings and bomb blasts in the area.

FC detains eight suspects

Frontier Corps apprehended eight suspected militants from Lasbella district. The FC spokesman
said “the suspects are being interrogated for their links with an outlawed organisation.” Earlier in
the day, Balochistan Home Minister Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti narrowly escaped an attempt on
his life when his convoy was struck by a roadside bomb in Dera Bugti. The provincial home
minister was on an official visit to his hometown in Baker tehsil of Dera Bugti. However, no
casualties were reported in the blast, officials said. Security officials further said the bomb was
remotely controlled and a search operation has been initiated in the area. The bomb exploded
moments after Bugti's vehicle crossed the site. One vehicle in the convoy was partially damaged
as a result of the blast. Spokesman of the outlawed Baloch Republican Army (BRA) telephoned a
foreign media house and claimed the responsibility for attacking Sarfaraz Bugti's convoy. Baloch
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separatists demanding more autonomy and control over gas and mineral resources have
frequently targeted security forces and pro government figures for years in the area.

CHARSADDA / PESHAWAR / HANGU: The vice chancellors of all 17 public universities held a
meeting and demanded the establishment of police check posts at their institutes. The meeting
was held in the wake of the Bacha Khan University attack in Charsadda. The VCs congregated at
Bacha Khan University in Charsadda on Friday. All of them were in the city to condole with Bacha
Khan University VC Fazal Raheem Marwat at his office. The educationists paid tribute to
teachers, students and other staff members and expressed their solidarity. The meeting also
discussed threats to public sector universities in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and demanded the
government install proper measures and security posts. It was also asked that automatic
weapons be provided to university staff and guards be trained properly.

CM’s visit to Swabi

Chief Minister Pervez Khattak said terrorism was an international issue and combined efforts
were under way to eliminate the menace. He added ensuring internal security was imperative to
get rid of this menace. He stated this while speaking to locals in the district Friday afternoon at
the residence of martyred Bacha Khan University chemistry professor Hamid Hussain. Relatives
of the late professor and locals were present on the occasion. The CM expressed his deep
sorrow and grief over the irreparable loss of the late professor and handed over a cheque Rs15.4
million to the victim’s father.

Talking terrorism

Khattak highlighted initiatives taken by the provincial government to curb terrorism. He pinpointed
the government was facing multiple challenges due to this plague. The CM added terrorism had
become a cancer and emphasised how army and security forces were also targets. While
referring to steps taken by the provincial government to combat it, he said the counter-terrorism
department existed for the first time in the history of the province. He said directives had already
been issued to institutions to enhance their internal security. “Now it is their responsibility to
ensure implementation of the directives,” he asserted. Khattak said internal police officers were
ordered to ensure security at educational institutions.

School security in Hangu

Headmasters and principals of all highs schools of Hangu held a conference on Friday to discuss
the security of their institutes. Hangu District Education Officer Muhammad Shaukat presided
over the meeting held at Government High School No2 Hangu. Faculty members suggested
measures to improve the security of schools. The teachers in attendance said the district and
provincial administrations had ordered three security personnel be provided to each school, but
there was only one guard at every one of them. They urged the government to look into the
matter and provide proper security to educational institutes.

NEWS DESK: Balochistan Home Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti on Friday narrowly escaped an
apparent terrorist attack when his convoy hit a roadside landmine in Dera Bugti district of
Balochistan, Express News reported. According to preliminary reports, Bugti and his colleagues
remained unscathed in the blast. However, two of the convoy’s vehicles were slightly damaged.
The incident occurred a week after a suicide bomber had killed at least 15 people, mostly
policemen, outside a polio vaccination centre in an upscale neighbourhood of Quetta in a stark
reminder of the security challenges faced by eradication efforts in Pakistan. Two proscribed
militant groups had claimed responsibility for the deadly bombing that also left more than 25
people injured. The bomber struck amidst a heavy contingent of police, Balochistan Constabulary
and Frontier Corps outside the Health Care Centre in Satellite Town as policemen prepared to
escort vaccinators on the last day of a three-day immunisation campaign. Incident of insurgents’
attack are not rare in Balochistan. Two security personnel had been killed and three others
injured earlier this month in a landmine explosion in Gwadar’s Jewani area. “Coast Guard
personnel in Jewani area were on routine patrolling when their convoy hit a landmine,” a security
official said.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police on Friday registered 35 First Information Reports
(FIRs) against various institutions in Peshawar just two days after a barbaric attack
on Charsadda's Bacha Khan University killed at least 21 people. Police, acting under the National
Action Plan (NAP), registered FIRs against 32 schools, two non-governmental organisations and
a National Database and Registration Authority (Nadra) sub-office for possessing inadequate
security, Superintendent Police Cantonment Kashif Khan said. Six schools were in Gulberg, three
schools in Tehkal, four schools in Town, two schools in Hayatabad, four schools in Tatara, three
schools in Peshtakhra and ten schools in Town. Following the varsity attack, security around
educational institutions has tightened considerably. KP, which was already on 'high alert' at the
time of the attack. The Punjab government on Wednesday issued a circular ordering foolproof
security arrangements in public, private, missionary, armed forces, multinational schools, colleges
and universities.

NEWS DESK: A Russian delegation on Thursday arrived in Pakistan to discuss the sale of
military hardware. According to a statement by /ISPR, a meeting was held between the delegation
which was led by Fomin Alexander Vasilyevich, Director of Federal Service for Military —
Technical Cooperation of the Russian Federation (FSMTC) and Chief of Army Staff General
Raheel Sharif at General Headquarters. The focus of the discussion was on enhanced security
and training cooperation measures to further expand joint military ties between the two armies,
the statement revealed. Further, Vasilyevich acknowledged the achievements of Pakistan Army in
its ongoing fight against terrorism and the measures taken for bringing regional peace and
stability. Pakistan in August last year, signed an agreement with Russia to purchase MI-35 ‘Hind’
attack helicopters. “An agreement was signed between Pakistan and Russian authorities in
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Rawalpindi for the purchase of four MI-35 helicopters,” said a senior military official. The official,
however, did not provide any further details about the deal, or shed any light on the configuration
of the helicopters which Pakistan will receive. No timeline for delivery of the helicopters was
revealed.

Unidentified motorcyclists shot dead two cops of Khyber-Pakhtunwa (K-P) Police’s Elite Force
Unit in Rashid Garhi area of Yakatot police station in the outskirts of Peshawar on Friday. Elite
Force constable Shahzeb and his colleague, Special Police Officer (SPO) Ihsanullah, were
traveling on a motorcycle to work when three unidentified armed men opened fire at them.
“Shahzeb is a resident of Garhi Qamardin area of Peshawar and he reached Rashid Garhi to take
his friend lhrasullah with him on his bike. Both were on their way when three armed men attacked
them and escaped from the scene,” said an official of Yakatot police station toldThe Express
Tribune.

“Both officials were immediately shifted to Lady Reading Hospital (LRH) but died before reaching
the hospital,” he added. Earlier this month, a police rider squad on patrolling duty was attacked in
Garhi Qamardin area of the provincial capital, due to which one of the policemen lost his life while
another received serious injuries. Following the attack, police stations have been directed to
abandon all patrolling operations involving rider squad as policemen riding motorcycles prove to
be an easy target for the attackers.

LAHORE: The Punjab government has issued orders for foolproof security arrangements in
public, private, missionary, armed forces, multinational schools, colleges and universities. In a
circular issued here on Wednesday, it has been stated that educational institutions will not be
allowed to work in case of unsatisfactory security arrangements. It has been directed to check the
vehicles and buses used for transportation of students and parking at safe places. Special
committees will daily inspect A-category schools to review security arrangements. It has been
directed to further tighten security arrangements at all bus stands, railway stations and public
places. Search operations would be carried out at sensitive institutions and other important
places while instructions have been issued for strict checking at entry points of districts and the
province. Polio and measles teams will be allowed to enter schools and educational institutions
after complete identification and verification. According to the orders of home department,
unconcerned persons will not be allowed to enter 30 meter of the premises in the beginning and
closing of the schools. Chaired by Punjab |G Mushtag Ahmad Sukhera, a Regional Police
Officers (RPOs) conference held through a video link at the Central Police Office on Wednesday,
revisited the security strategy of the educational institutes all over the province.

The IG directed the field officers to conduct mock exercises of Quick Response Force (QRF) and
panic buttons which had already been installed in schools. He also directed that the QRF
response time must be five to seven minutes. The field officers were directed to continue with the
security monitoring of the educational institutes, besides maintaining a constant liaison with the
administration and heads of schools, colleges and universities. Mushtaq Sukhera also instructed
the officers to ensure implementation of the already issued security SOPs for schools. He
directed them to check the suspects by setting up surprise pickets. Meanwhile, CCPO Amin
Wains told media after inaugurating the new building of Naseerabad police station that security of
all educational institutions and important buildings had been beefed up. DIG (Operation) Dr
Haider Ashraf, Model Town SP Mustansar Feroze and SP (Investigation) Faisal Mukhtar were
also present. The CCPO directed all divisional SPs to inspect security arrangements made by
educational institutions in their respective areas. DIG Dr Haider Ashraf said approval had been
granted for construction of 12 new police station buildings. Work on eight buildings would be
completed during the ongoing year.

The DIG said the main objective of the Dolphin Force was to improve law and order in the city.
Mujahid and Elite Force held a flag march in different areas of the city in the wake of the
Charsadda terror attack. Mujahid Force SP Karar Husain supervised the march with 30 vehicles
and over 200 officials participated in the event. The march started from Qurban Line and
terminated at the same place after passing through Canal Road, Aitchison College, Faisal
Chowk, Punjab University Old Campus, Secretariat, MAO College, Qartaba Chowk, Camp Jail,
Ichhra, Punjab College, Punjab University New Campus, Barkat Market, Kalma Chowk, Main
Market and Siddique Trade Centre. The Punjab education department has also asked the
administration of public and private educational institutions to ensure proper security
arrangements and follow the SOPs in this regard.

PESHAWAR: An improvised explosive device, weighing three to four kilograms, was defused
near the Haji Camp Bus Stand in Peshawar by Bomb Disposal Squad (BDS) personnel on
Thursday. BDS personnel told DawnNews that the three to four kilograms of explosive material
was used in the making of the bomb which was also fitted with a remote controlled detonator. The
bomb was planted along the roadside near the bus stand. Police also claimed to have arrested a
suspicious person from the vicinity. It is pertinent to mention that the frequency of attacks has
increased since the beginning of the year, at a time when the Pakistan Army is conducting the
Operation Zarb-i-Azb against militants in the tribal areas, having cleared most of the areas in the
region previously under the control of militants, both foreign and local. National Action Plan (NAP)
was also implemented following the tragic attack on Army Public School (APS) Peshawar, which
led to a sharp decrease in terrorist attacks across the country; with the army operations in tribal
areas combined with intelligence-based operations in urban areas which had a noticeable impact
on the operational capabilities of the militants. Low-intensity attacks, including suicide bombings
have targeted security forces and civilian targets, including the attack on security personnel
guarding a polio team in Quetta, IED attack on FCin Balochistan and theJamrud suicide
attack on paramilitary forces in recent days.

KARACHI: The Sindh apex committee decided on Tuesday to hire 2,000 retired army men for the
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security of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor projects in the province. Chaired by Chief
Minister Qaim Ali Shah, the meeting decided that the trained personnel would provide security to
the Chinese engineers and other staff working on around 13 projects across the province. The
committee also resolved to establish more than 10 safe houses and appoint 200 police officials
for the protection of eyewitnesses in heinous crimes. Participants decided to send 25 terrorism
cases to the military courts — including the Sabeen Mahmud murder case, eight Abbas Town
cases, Manghopir bomb factory case and the case of the attack on a mosque in Federal B Area
that had left five people dead. Attendees at Tuesday’s meeting included Governor Ishratul Ebad,
Karachi Corps Commander Lt Gen Naveed Mukhtar, Rangers DG Maj Gen Bilal Akbar, Home
Minister Sohail Anwar Siyal, Chief Secretary Siddique Memon, Finance Minister Murad Ali Shah
and Sindh IGP Ghulam Hyder Jamali.

The apex body reviewed its past decision to implement the National Action Plan and stressed on
controlling street crimes in Karachi. “Special attention is required towards street crimes, and we
can get help from CCTV cameras installed in various parts of the city,” a source quoted the corps
commander as saying. “The committee also ordered checking the status of CCTV cameras
installed across the city and solving street crimes with the help of a command and control centre.
A detailed report on street crimes will be submitted to the body.” IGP Jamali told the meeting that
the security situation in Karachi and other parts of Sindh had improved. “Five terrorist incidents
had occurred in 2015 as opposed to over 22 the year before. Similarly, one kidnapping for
ransom case was reported last year as opposed to 59 in 2014.” A representative of the Federal
Investigation Agency was also invited to the huddle, in connection with the AKD Securities raid.
Chief Minister Shah and the finance minister told the meeting that the raid had caused
resentment among the business community and affected business at the stock exchange.

The apex body formed a committee, which would include a representative from the business
community, to review the case. It will present its report in the next meeting. After the apex
committee meeting, Information Adviser Maula Bux Chandio told a news conference that the
meeting had already approved establishing 30 anti-terrorism courts (ATCs) in the province to
expedite 2,000 cases. “But in the first phase, 10 courts will be set up soon.” Regarding the venue
of the courts, the corps commander proposed providing land in the cantonment areas and said: “If
you have security issues, we can render this service.” An insider added that the chief minister had
also signed a summary to appoint 30 ATC judges. “The recruitment process will be started by the
chief justice of the Sindh High Court.”

Rangers issue ‘resolved’

An insider said the issue between the Sindh government and the Rangers had been resolved. “A
meeting between the corps commander and the chief minister on Monday had decided to resolve
the issue,” said a senior official in the provincial administration. According to the source, the
paramilitary force would now take the chief minister into confidence before arresting any political
figure or taking action against a government department. “This was the bone of contention, and it
shall be resolved.”

KARACHI: Ten more anti-terrorism courts are set to start functioning in the city, as the Sindh
government and the military expressed resolve on Tuesday to “continue the Karachi operation till
the arrest of the last terrorist”, according to a provincial cabinet member. The authorities took
some major decisions on security matters, including the setting up of separate forces for the
protection of witnesses in high-profile cases and the security of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC). The decisions were taken at a meeting of the Sindh apex committee, which was
chaired by Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah and attended by Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan,
provincial ministers, Corps Commander Lt Gen Naveed Mukhtar, Pakistan Rangers Sindh
Director General Maj Gen Bilal Akbar and senior intelligence and police officers. The “two sides”
agreed on all points, which negated a perception about differences between state institutions, the
Chief Minister’'s Information Adviser Maula Bux Chandio told journalists at CM House. “Some
people had a strong desire to see a kind of clash between the institutions but today’s meeting
proved that there is complete understanding, coordination and harmony among them,” he said.
He said the meeting discussed several issues and reached some decisions unanimously. “Among
them is the establishment of some 10 ATCs in Karachi which will start functioning soon. “The
corps commander has assured [the Sindh government] to provide space for these courts,” he
added.

About 25 cases, he said, had been shortlisted for trial in the courts. The murder case of Jamiat
Ulema-i-Islam (JUI-F) leader Dr Khalid Mehmood Soomro was one of them, he said, but the
government had to put it on hold after the Sukkur bench of the Sindh High Court issued a stay
order while hearing a petition related to it. “Another major decision taken at the committee’s
meeting is setting up two new security forces,” said Mr Chandio. “One of them, comprising 200
personnel, will be tasked with the security of witnesses in high-profile cases under the witness
protection programme. Safe houses for the security of witnesses will also be set up. The other
force will have 2,000 trained personnel for security of the CPEC,” he said. He said the apex
committee had a detailed discussion on the jails and prosecution system. It was decided that
recruitment or postings related to jails operation would be made only after consultation with
intelligence agencies, he said, adding that the criteria for appointment of prosecutors would be
improved. The adviser was full of praise for the army and the corps commander who, he said,
had assured the government of cooperation for all its initiatives, including the proposed census
that, according to him, was a “quite sensitive and crucial subject”. In reply to a question about the
recent arrest of top employees of a capital market giant by the Federal Investigation Agency for
causing a loss of over Rs250 million to the exchequer while manoeuvring with the Employees
Old-Age Benefits Institution (EOBI), Mr Chandio said:

“A committee is being set up to look into the AKD Securities issue. We regard traders and
business community a lot, as their contributions cannot be denied. Recently the business
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community showed its concern on the issue and we had arranged their meeting with FIA officials.
The government has decided to set up a committee to look into the subject so that they do not
feel any kind of injustice towards themselves.” When the adviser was asked about a recently-
proposed plan for regulation of Friday sermons in mosques, he said that after several
suggestions, the government was moving towards a proper legislation. “When we introduced the
Loudspeaker Act, everyone was questioning the enforcement of such a law. But now you can see
that it's being enforced effectively and there is no use of loudspeakers in mosques apart, except
for Azans. We believe the same will be the result of the Friday sermons regulation and one
should not be worried about the enforcement of this law.”

NEWS DESK: Pakistan on Tuesday conducted successful flight test of indigenously developed
Air Launched Cruise Missile (ALCM) “Ra’ad”, the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said. The
Ra’ad ALCM has a range of 350km, enabling the country to achieve air-delivered strategic
standoff capability on land and at sea, with highly advanced guidance and navigation system,
which ensures strong accuracy. President Mamnoon Hussain and Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
have congratulated the scientists and engineers for their outstanding achievement on the
successful flight test. Terming it a major step towards complementing Pakistan’s deterrence
capability, Director General Strategic Plan Division Lieutenant General Mazhar Jamil
congratulated the team behind Ra’ad on achieving yet another milestone of historic significance,
the statement added. “Achievement of this milestone will surely enhance strategic stability and
contribute to peace in the region,” he said. Lt Gen Jamil expressed complete confidence over the
training standards and operational preparedness of the strategic forces.

KARACHI: In an attempt to “maintain sectarian harmony” among different schools of thought, the
Sindh government is planning to table in the provincial assembly a bill which will allow only
government-approved Friday sermons in all mosques, according to a key member of the
provincial cabinet. “The move is part of the government’'s efforts for sectarian harmony,” said
Abdul Qayyum Soomro, the Sindh chief minister’s adviser on religious affairs, while talking to Geo
News on Monday. He said the exercise was aimed at curbing hate speeches and remarks made
during sermons which hurt the sentiments of followers of other sects. It may take a few more
weeks to finalise the bill before introducing it in the assembly. He said the government was close
to finalising the process after consultation with all stakeholders, including senior clerics of all five
boards representing seminaries of different schools of thought. They all agreed to the Sindh
government’s move — the first such initiative in any part of the country, he added. Since there was
a consensus among the clerics of all schools of thought on the issue, Mr Soomro said, no should
be worried about the enforcement of this law. “We are committed to moving forward with
cooperation, assistance and guidance for sectarian harmony and bringing an end to hatred and
extremism.”

But a senior member of an important organisation said he was not aware of any such consultation
at any forum with clerics on the proposed legislation. “It (law) sounds quite impractical,” said Qari
Mohammad Hanif Jalandhari, general secretary of Ittehad-i-Tanzeemat-i-Madaris-i-Deenia, an
umbrella organisation of five main bodies representing seminaries of five different schools of
thought. “I don’t think that the government can do it considering its resources and the number of
mosques in different parts of the province. Secondly, this is a ban on freedom of expression.
Friday sermons are not a source of hatred or sectarianism; the problem lies somewhere else
which is being ignored.” He said the government should enforce the law already in place to
eliminate hatred and address sectarianism as the new legislation was a move in the wrong
direction and would not bring the desired results. “There should be a legislation which facilitates
people,” Qari Jalandhari said. “It's against the basic human right that you decide what people or
clerics should say and what not. Friday sermons only educate people and do not spread hatred or
sectarianism. If the government enforces the existing laws, the problem could be solved with
practical approach,” he added.

PESHAWAR: At least eleven people were killed and 31 others injured as a suicide bomber blew
himself up near a check post in Karkhano Market, adjacent to Jamrud in Khyber Agency on
Tuesday. “Eleven people have been killed and 31 others injured,” officials of Hayatabad Medical
Complex told The Express Tribune. Casualties are feared to rise, the officials added. Further, a
hospital source said a child and four security officials are among the dead. The target, Jamrud
Khasadar Line officer Nawab Shah was also killed in the attack, political sources confirmed.
According to sources, eight bodies were shifted to Hayatabad while three were shifted to Jamrud.
Eyewitnesses say the explosive device was planted in a motorbike. “Cars and the area around
the site of the blast are engulfed in fire,” an eyewitness said. Aaj TV journalist Mehboob Shah
Afridi was also killed in the blast, sources said. Meanwhile, the outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) claimed responsibility for the attack. “The TTP’s martyrdom squad (TSG) carried
out the successful attack on the ‘khasadar check post near Karkhano bazaar,” TTP
spokesperson Mohammad Khorasani said in a statement. The outlawed group has claimed
responsibility for at least two attacks in Quetta in a week.

QUETTA: A roadside bomb targeting security personnel on the outskirts of Quetta, martyred at
least five security men on Monday. Security sources said two personnel were also injured in the
blast exploded in Marget area on the outskirts of Quetta. Sources said the bomb was planted on
the side of the road near the vehicle. The bodies and the injured personnel were taken to a
nearby hospital as security forces launched a search operation in the area.
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THATTA: The Makli Civil Hospital — the only major health facility catering to the health requirements
of over 1.5 million people of Thatta and Sujawal districts — has plunged into a crisis with the abrupt
removal of nearly 100 of its employees including 27 doctors.The move has exposed the hospital to
the risk of closure of 75 per cent of its departments and sections.Sources at the hospital said even
the emergency was among the 12 sections which would stop functioning on Monday if alternative
arrangements were not made within the next 24 hours. The others included paediatric, medical and
gynaecology, they added.They claimed that the orders for the removal of the doctors, paramedics
and administration staff was issued by Medical Superintendent Dr Abbas Gopang citing a Supreme
Court directive being implemented by the health department. The three orders asked the employees
to return to their original place of posting.Dr Gopang acknowledged the claim and also admitted that
the execution of the orders was bound to create a crisis at the hospital. The development has also
caused unrest and uncertainty among other hospital employees and fear among the patients
admitted or regularly visiting the health facility.

KARACHI: The Young Doctor Association (YDA) of Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center (JPMC) on
Saturday continued their protest on second consecutive day against non-payment of their salaries
and boycotted the OPD services. The unpaid house job officers and postgraduate doctors, under the
banner of YDA, gathered outside the Najmuddin Auditorium and staged a protest against the hospital
administration and the Health Department of Sindh. A large number of patients came to the Jinnah
Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) but had to return because the Out-Patient Departments (OPD)
was closed due to the protest. Talking to the media persons YDA leader Dr Yousuf said the doctors
were protesting against indifferent attitude of provincial Health Department authorities and the JPMC
administration. He claimed that a good number of doctors have not received their salaries for last six
months while some were not paid for last three months and it is very difficult for them to continue their
job without salaries. Yousuf said that doctors have boycotted the OPDs and elective surgeries, while
the emergency department was not affected by their protest. He stated that doctors would continue
their demonstration until payment of their pending salaries. An administrative official of hospital said
the Finance Department could not release funds on time therefore payment of stipends had been
delayed, while doctors who were hired by JPMC administration would get their salaries from the next
week. JPMC Focal Person Jawaid Akhter Jamali was not available to comment on the situation.

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Development Authority (CDA) could not manage to repair since long
demanded dilapidated Eastern Service Road along Islamabad Expressway linking Allama Igbal
Town, Khanna, Ghouri Town and Koral localities. Residents requested to demolish ever-increasing
encroachments on either side of the road that also not attracted the authorities concerned. The
residents have also requested to widen the Service Road to reduce burden on the main Expresssway
that remains clogged daily due to heavy traffic load. An area resident said that, “The Service Road
not only accommodates area residents but also shares the burden of main highway and must be
repaired soon to facilitate thousands of daily commuters.” A government servant Mohsin Khan
complained that most of the milkmen have occupied the roadsides illegally to keep their buffalos. A
number of marriage halls on roadside is another hindrance in the smooth flow of traffic, he added.
Another resident said that the road was originally built to run light traffic with a speed up to 50 km per
hour but ever since heavy traffic was shifted to ply that has further worsened the situation. A traffic
police official giving statistics said that over 15,000 vehicles daily use this Eastern Road, which also
links various divided parts of the federal capital. Many accidents have already occurred due to
extremely poor condition of the road, he added. A university student Syed Wafa Ali said that the work
on interchanges on Islamabad Expressway should be expedited as it is causing problems for the
students to reach their institutions in time. “You cannot calculate your time for your destination as
highway sometimes remains blocked for hours”, he added. A senior official of the capital’s civic body
said that the commuters and area residents have to show patience for some more time as repair of
Eastern Service Road from Sohan to Koral is part of the expansion plan of Expressway. He further
said that the work is already in progress. The plan involves six interchanges and the existing
Faizabad Interchange would be completely rehabilitated and additional loops and ramps would be
added to it,” he added.

ISLAMABAD: The regular flights operation resumed at Benazir Bhutto International Airport in federal
capital around 11am on Saturday. “All the flights delayed due to foggy weather condition are now
taking off,” Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) spokesman said. He said passengers can take
updated flight information from call center of PIA on the following number (051-111-786-786) before
leaving for the airport.

RAWALPINDI: Decision has been taken to run public transport from Chakri Road to Super Market
Islamabad to provide affordable transport facility to the citizens. The public transport route no 6 will
be inaugurated on January 31 near Chakri Road Banni stop. All the members of National Assembly
and Punjab Assembly along with local bodies members of PML-N will attend this ceremony. Toyota
Hiace vehicles will run on this route no 6 which starts from Chakri Road and finishes at Super Market
in capital city via Chungi no 22, Kutchery Chowk, Rawal Road, Faizabad, Zero Point and Aabpara.

RAWALPINDI: Government has decided to appoint more disabled persons in government
departments in Rawalpindi district. Around 500 disabled persons have been reported in district
Rawalpindi but only 47 among them have been given jobs so far in different departments. These
disabled persons had held protest rally last week to press for their demand for providing them jobs in
government sector. A meeting under District Executive Community Development Officer Aqil Ahmad
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Khan was held in this regard. During the meeting, directives were issued to the representatives of all
departments to behave with disabled persons amicably and guide them in their pursuit for jobs.

RAWALPINDI: Punjab government has decided to provide free uniform, shoes, books, copies, pens
and pencils to deserving students from all primary, middle, high and higher secondary schools in
Punjab including Rawalpindi from the coming academic year commencing from April, 01. All heads of
Rawalpindi education department and other districts have been directed to obtain lists of deserving
students from the heads of all the schools and furnish them to government of Punjab by the end of
March so that decision for providing free books and uniforms could be implemented in due course of
time. Government has also decided to place orders with the respective firms to provide 10 million
books, notebooks and uniforms to facilitate students. Faculty organisations and students have
welcomed this decision of the Punjab government.

KARACHI: With reference to its operation ‘Burq’ against the power defaulters, Karachi-Electric (K-
Electric) removed 2,000 hooks during raid in several parts of the city. K-Electric teams raided Orangi,
Lyari, Baldia, Uthal and SITE and pulled down almost 2,000 illegal connections. The illegal hooks
connection (kunda) weighed over 1,200kg. The team conducted a raid in the area of Block 12
Gulistan-e-Johar, where a snooker club was caught stealing electricity via an illegal hook connection
whereas in the same vicinity a sofa showroom/workshop was also raided and penalised for the same
crime. A consumer involved in direct electricity theft and using a heavy load in the area of Gizri was
penalised and an FIR was lodged against him. Raids were also conducted in Baldia, SITE,
Bahadurabad, Nazimabad, Tipu Sultan, Garden, Clifton, Defence, Korangi, Johar, Shah Faisal, North
Karachi, Surjani, Gulshan and Malir. The K-Electric spokesperson said, “There is a false perception
being built that the power utility is taking action only against small thieves which is wrong. KE is
targeting the kunda mafia who persistently resort to this crime and some of them have also shown
resistance to this anti-kunda drive.”

KARACHI: Tannery Zone at Korangi Industrial Area Sector 7A soon will have a solid waste
management system, said Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMB) Managing Director
Roshan Ali in a meeting at Pakistan Tanners Association (PTA). The meeting was attended by the
PTA Chairman Rehan Hannan, Central Chairman Gulzar Firoz besides other office bearers and
senior government officials. SSWMB MD announced that representatives from the industrial sector
would also be taken as members of the board. Rehan Hannan gave a detailed briefing to the MD
about the importance of Sector 7A, as it was the largest tannery cluster of Pakistan and generated
revenues and paid the government millions of rupees every month as taxes. Whereas, Gulzar Firoz
briefed the meeting about the only Effluent Treatment Plant (ETP), that was installed in Korangi.
Roshan Ali Sheikh told the participants about the ongoing and upcoming projects in metropolis
regarding solid waste and its disposal and also mentioned that a member from trade industry would
be appointed in the waste management board. Later, Gulzar Firoz along with MD Roshan Ali Shaikh
visited the Effluent Treatment Plant and he briefed the MD about ETP being run by the industrialists
alone, using their own resources.

RAWALPINDI: City Traffic Police (CTP) has urged the motorists to drive carefully on the roads
observing road safety rules and avoid unnecessary travel on motorways and highways during foggy
weather. Rawalpindi Chief Traffic Officer (CTO) Senior Superintendent Police (SSP) Shoaib Khurram
Janbaz on Friday said the motorists should avoid applying sudden brakes and use headlights,
parking lights or fog lights during travelling said. He said that the Education Wing of CTP is holding
on ground training workshops to spread awareness about driving during foggy weather. He informed
that the motorists are being guided on Airport Road, Mall Road, Peshawar Road and other main
roads of the city to exercise more caution when driving in adverse weather conditions such as fog.
CTO Shoaib Khurram said that motorists should be more attentive during the season because of an
increased probability of traffic accidents due to fog. CTP has taken numerous safety measures to
make travelling safe for the road users and avoid accidents, he added. He further said that CTP is
also holding workshops at schools and colleges to spread awareness among the students about
traffic rules and road safety. He said that the drivers must be aware of driving principles and drive
vehicles according to the rules. They will be the best driver only if they follow the traffic discipline, he
added.

ISLAMABAD: Around 32,600 cases of dengue fever were registered and 129 deaths were recorded
across the country during last three years. An official of the Ministry of National Health Services,

Regulations and Coordination told that in 2013, a total of 20,710 cases were registered and 104
people died due to dengue fever and about 1,991 cases appeared in 2014 while 18 patients died and
9,899 cases were registered. Seven people expired in 2015 due to this fever across the country, he
added. He informed that 261 cases and one death appeared in federal capital, 2,683 cases and nine
casualties in Rawalpindi district, 6,241 cases recorded and 26 persons expired in Punjab, a total of
8,797 cases and 49 deaths in Sindh while a total of 14,562 cases and 43 deaths were registered in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa due to dengue fever during the same period of time. He further said that
dengue cases are being reported from over 100 countries across the globe adding that most of the
cases were reported from August to October and a total 1,470 cases reported in Rawalpindi district
during the year 2015. He said that the ministry concerned had taken various steps for the prevention
and control of dengue fever including issuance of advisory guidelines on dengue fever, provision of
free of cost diagnostics, training on rapid response teams in provinces and awareness seminars.

LAHORE: Experts from the United Nations have urged Pakistan to halt the ongoing construction of
Orange Line Metro Train (OMT), as it poses a direct threat to a large number of protected heritage
sites and historic buildings. They said the government’s forced eviction of residents from their houses
is unjustified, as it has no resettlement plan. UN Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights
Karima Bennoune, in a press release issued on Friday by the United Nations Human Rights Office of
the High Commissioner, said that the project (OMT) passes through the historic centre of Lahore,
threatening pre-partition buildings, minority places of worship, historic tombs, shrines and great
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gardens, many of which are registered protected heritage sites. She said that these sites were of
importance not only to local people and the entire cultural landscape of Lahore but are of national
significance for the history and cultural heritage of Pakistan. “The project will not only destroy
physical sites but the ways of life that have been developed there, that people cherish and through
which they express their dignity and identity,” she said. UN Special Rapporteur on the right to
adequate housing Leilani Farha said that the residents of Lahore had been forced to vacate their
homes and businesses with little to no notice, receiving in some cases only verbal information within
days of demolition. She expressed concern about the lack of resettlement and compensation
schemes for people who would lose their homes as construction of the line advances, especially
since majority of the people live below the poverty line. “Many of the residents simply do not have the
means to find alternative housing. This project is creating homelessness amongst an already
vulnerable population,” she said. They also drew attention to the lack of information concerning the
project and the fact that the route of OMT has reportedly changed several times since the initial
public hearing in July 2015. For the independent experts, it is also unclear why alternative options,
which would be less damaging, would result in less displacement and which would include strict
measures to protect heritage, community and the environment, were not considered, they said. The
Pakistani authorities must take all necessary steps to secure the rights to an adequate standard of
living including housing and cultural rights as defined in international human rights laws and
standards recognised by the country, and to halt all ongoing demolition and construction works that
do not meet these standards, they urged.

RAWALPINDI: Another patient suffering from swine flu died on Friday while the death tolls climbed to
eight due to swine-flu disease across the province of Punjab. A swine flu patient died at Holy Family
Hospital on Friday. Punjab Health DG said that around 53 patients are being provided with medical
assistance in various hospitals due to swine-flu disease while death toll reached eight. Punjab chief
secretary directed DG health to provide best possible medical treatment to patients suffering from the
menace of swine flu.

RAWALPINDI: During an on going anti-encroachment campaign in Rawalpindi, an operation was
conducted on Friday in the presence of Cantonment Assistant Commissioner Dr Sataish and Railway
Police SSP Ismat Ullah Junejo. During the operation, partition walls constructed on government land
in front of marble shops along railway crossing at West Ridge in Bakery Chowk area was
demolished. Dr Sataish said that several notices were issued to the owners of shops that were not
taken seriously and after final notice issued before a month, the action was taken against violators of
law. She warned that operation against encroachments will be continued and nobody will be spared
at any cost. She said that 75 marble shopkeepers had projected their shops at government lands
along railway line and after cementing the projected space, partition walls were constructed to use
encroached land. After completion of first phase further action would be taken against
encroachments, she added.

KARACHI: Shortage of doctors and equipment at all three branches of Karachi Licence Department
is causing trouble to new applicants who want new licences. Sources said that the department will be
unable to accommodate large number of unlicenced Qinggqi rickshaw drivers who will shortly apply for
their Motor Cab Rickshaw (MCR) Licence to run their Qinggqi rickshaws in the city after the decision of
SC allowing them on condition of their proper fitness, safety, and REGISTRATION. The Licence
Department lacks doctors, where only one doctor is working in the place of four doctors to conduct
the fitness tests of majority of applicants applying for learner and permanent licences in all three
licence branches including Korongi Licence Branch, Nazimabad Licence Branch and Clifton Licence
Branch. The establishing of new 18 licence centres at town level and four full-fledged licence
branches in the remaining districts of the city is in doldrums as the Sindh government had delayed
the issuance of funds, resultantly the citizens are suffering by standing in long queues for hours for
applying their licences. When contacted with DSP Admin, he said that they had received an official
reply from Health secretary who agreed to send three doctors to Clifton Licence Branch soon that will
help them reduce rush and long queues for medical fitness.

KARACHI: Sindh Malaria Control Programme has recorded 44,731 malaria cases across the
province last year, while no death was reported from the disease in the province. According to the
yearly data released by Malaria Control Programme, a total 44,731 malaria cases had been reported
across the province in 2015, out of which 216 were detected from Hyderabad, 472 from Tando
Allahyar, 894 from Matiari, 229 from Tando Muhammad Khan, 1,537 from Badin, 9,150 from
Khairpur, 2,413 from Shaheed Benazirabad, 2,444 from Naushro Feroze, 3,225 from Mirpurkhas,
1,185 from Umerkot and 1,357 from Tharparkar. The report further stated that 835 malaria cases
were reported from Sanghar, 1,053 from Sukkur, 1,553 Shikarpur, 1,852 from Ghotki, 1,686 from
Jacobabad, 1,338 from Kashmore, 3,041 from Larkana, 1,491 from Kamber, 1,221 from Dadu, 514
from Jamshoro, 1,667 from Karachi, 4,537 from Thatta and 821 from Sujawal district respectively.
While no any death was reported from malaria last year The majority of malaria cases have been
recorded from Khairpur, Thattha, Larkana and Mirpurkhas districts of Sindh province. The
programme management also distributed the mosquito nets in high-risk areas of the province. Sindh
Malaria Control Programme Director Dr Naheed Jamali said malaria is a mosquito-borne disease and
its outbreak take place after monsoon rains due to which thousands of people fall sick every year.
She said malaria cases were common in rural Sindh as compared to urban areas, while dengue
cases were generally reported from urban areas. She said 1,667 malaria cases were detected in the
provincial capital last year at microscopic centres established in the city for treatment of malaria
patients. She said under the malaria control programme in the city, 511 microscopic centres are
operating throughout the province, where malaria patients are treated free of cost, while diagnostic
centres are also functional in various parts of the province. She explained that 17 new malaria
diagnostic centres were established across the province last years to enhance coverage, as malaria
infected patient remain undiagnosed in the province. She said administration of Sindh Malaria Control
Programme had also activated its teams in Tharparkar district.
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ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) administration on Thursday directed all the private
educational institutions of the capital city to adopt comprehensive security arrangements to avoid any
untoward incident. ICT administration will issue No Objection Certificates (NOCs) to all educational
institutions after checking and analysing their security arrangements. This was decided during a
meeting held under the chair of chief commissioner Islamabad that was also attended by SSP
Operations Sajid Kiani, representatives of private schools and colleges and other officials concerned.
ICT Additional Deputy Commissioner Abdul Sattar Isani told that the security guidelines has been
given to the administrations of educational institutions of the capital city and they were asked to
tighten their security in their respective premises. The administrations of educational institutions also
have been directed to appoint trained and young security guards in their premises. The ADCG
informed that after analysing the security arrangements in all the educational institutions, NOCs
would be issued to them. Meanwhile, capital’s Inspector General of Police (IGP) Khalid Khattak on
Thursday said that the police had intensified security in federal capital after attack in Bacha Khan
University Charsadda. He said that no educational institution in the capital city had received threats
from any organisation. He was of the view that there is always a room for improvement adding that
administrations of all the educational institutions in capital should also cooperate and take steps to
strengthen their security arrangements for their respective premises. He appealed the citizens to
keep eyes on suspects around them and report the law enforcement agencies in time. On a separate
note, Police have prevented the post offices in Rawalpindi district from collecting utility bills from
citizens due to lack of security arrangements. Police said that Pakistan Post should ensure proper
security arrangements in the post offices as per National Action Plan (NAP) and then they would be
allowed to collect utility bills. All the Station House Officers (SHOs) have issued directives to the post
masters of post offices located in their respective jurisdiction. This decision has led to add to the
miseries of citizens as it has deprived them of the facility of paying utility bills in the post offices
operating in their respective streets. Sources have said that around 18 post offices have already
been closed down in Rawalpindi district due to improper security arrangements. However no security
has been provided to other 60 post offices that are operational. Sources said that Pakistan Post
administration has directed postmen to collect the utility bills from the citizens on their own and
deposit them in their respective post offices so that post office could not face any revenue shortfall.
Citizens have said that Pakistan Post and Police should evolve a joint strategy for collection of utility
bills from them so that they could enjoy this facility.

LAHORE: Domicile Mobile Express has issued over 6,000 domiciles to the students in last few
months, said DCO Lahore Muhammad Usman during the domicile distribution ceremony at Gulberg
College for Girls on Thursday. On the occasion, a large number of students, teachers and college
faculty members were present. Usman said that the district administration launched the drive
“Domicile Mobile Express” to facilitate the students and save their precious time. “The domicile
express teams have visited dozens of colleges and school located in the provincial metropolis,
enrolled students’ data and issued their domicile within a short period of time. He said that the
students have appreciated the district administration for taking this step. The DCO Lahore also
condemned Bacha Khan University attack and said that the security forces would not sit silently until
the elimination last terrorist from the country.

LAHORE: Provincial Minister for Women Development Hameeda Waheeduddin has said that market
training programme for 4,000 women had started under the Punjab Skill Development Fund while
10,000 women domestic workers would be imparted training under Domestic Workers Programme for
their economic empowerment. She was talking to a delegation of ILO/Canadian High Commission at
the Punjab Assembly on Thursday. The delegation comprised Gender Advisor for Canadian
Programme Senior Regional Directors for Afghanistan, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, Louis Verret, Leslie
Tinney and Dr Farhat Sheikh. Provincial Secretary Dr Aamna Imam was also present on the
occasion. Hameeda Waheedud Din informed about the measures taken by the provincial government
for the welfare of women, their economic uplift and protection besides the proposals for Women
Package 2016. She also apprised the delegation of the training programme with the cooperation of
ILO for domestic workers and the staff of day-care centres and working women hostels. The minister
said that the government had started provision of soft loans under the self-employment scheme. She
said that loans worth Rs 4.8 billion had so far been provided and out of these, 40 percent loans had
been given to the women of the province. Provincial Secretary Dr Aamna Imam highlighted Women
on Wheels campaign and steps taken for resolving transport problems of women. The delegation
appreciated the steps taken by the government for the betterment of women and assured its full
cooperation in the training programmes for the economic empowerment of women.

RAWALPINDI: Decision has been taken to construct 625-bed children hospital and a grave yard with
an area of 200 kanal near Chaklala. Rawalpindi Acting Commissioner Sajid Zafar Dall has been
appointed as project director of this project. Sajid Zafar Dall said that lay out plan of children hospital
has been worked out and work will soon be started on this project. Sources said that CDA had
purchased over 1000 kanal land near Chaklala village for construction of brick kilns and 50 kanal land
was leased out to Shell. 75 kanal land was occupied by the people illegally. 850 kanal land is lying
idle and unused since several years. Sources further said that the plan for constructing accident and
emergency centre on the said land is also under consideration. A burn unit would also be built.

KARACHI: Sindh Technical Vocational Training Authority (STEVTA) has occupied the building of
closed Government Girls Middle School, Shaikh Zaid Colony, Larkana, Daily Times has learnt.
Sources revealed that all the career counselling and placement centres run by STEVTA were not
working up to the mark and the in-charge of the said centre instead of providing assistance to the
unemployed youth has turned the training centre into a hub of spiritual treatment. It has been learnt
that STEVTA established a vocational institute four years ago in the occupied building of the girls’
school without seeking permission from the Education and Literacy Department, to provide skilled
training to unemployed youth. STEVTA established a career counselling and placement centre in
2010 at Government Commercial College Larkana city, but shifted it to a village some six km away
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from the main city. Surprisingly, Education and Literacy Department deputy director and Taluka
Education Officer Shamshad Solangi visited the school after a lapse of four years and found that the
school is in use of STEVTA. Solangi told Daily Times that STEVTA has illegally occupied the school
building without getting NOC from the Education and Literacy Department and established a
vocational institute in Madbaho village, which is an illegal and irresponsible act. According to the
deputy director, a formal permission was required for setting up any institute on other department’s
building, but STEVTA failed to follow the rules and regulation. He said the closed school will be
reopened in June. However, STEVTA Regional Director Larkana Mehboob Chandio told this scribe
that STEVTA had sought the permission in written from the Education Department, adding it in never
occupied the building of the school. Several attempts were made to contact Sindh Education
secretary but his cell phone remained unattended. There are hundreds of closed government schools
in several parts of the province, where influential people, police and government departments have
occupied the government properties.

RAWALPINDI: In pursuance of directives of Punjab government, Rawalpindi Education Department
has accorded approval to regularise 1,076 male and female educators of district Rawalpindi. The
approval was given in the meeting of Departmental Promotion Committee (DPC) of Education
Department held under District Coordination Officer (DCQO) Sajid Zafar Dall. The committee accorded
formal approval for the regularisation of 1,076 educators who were appointed on contract basis in
2012. They include 438 male and 485 female educators from BPS 9 and 14 along with 78 male and
75 female educators from BPS-16. Notification of the educators who have been regularised will be
issued in the month of February. Meanwhile, the Punjab Education Foundation (PEF) has sought the
fitness certificates of school’s building functioning under private partnership in Rawalpindi. Owners of
private schools operating in 36 districts of Punjab province including Rawalpindi have been directed
to obtain fitness certificate for the verification of the building of the all the schools are complete in all
its respect and protection of lives of students and teachers has been fully ensured from respective
building department in line with registration rules and regulations introduced by education
department. No compromise will be made on building quality standard on this count. The owners of
the schools have also been directed to ensure registration of their schools from education
department.

RAWALPINDI: The Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) has caught 218 compressors being
used to increase gas pressure and cut off gas supply to the violators for two months in different
localities in city and cantonment board areas. SNGPL Regional General Manager (GM) Muhammad
Zahoor on Wednesday said that the SNGPL faced strong resistance by the violators in some areas
but field staff continued operation at Adiala Road, Dhoke Juma, Pirwadhai, Munawar Colony,
Gulistan Colony and other areas of the district. He said that the teams have been directed to take
strict action in accordance with the law against the users of compressors particularly in homes adding
that some areas are facing low gas pressure because of use of compressors. He said that the people
of twin cities are facing freezing weather for some days. Therefore, SNGPL is facing problem to meet
the demand of gas. The public should cooperate in this situation and refrain from using compressors,
he added. He further said that using a compressor is not only illegal but also a dangerous practice
that has resulted in persistent shortage of gas in many localities. He appealed to the consumers not
to waste gas and requested them to put off their stoves after cooking food. According to reports, the
majority of consumers using compressors are residing in Adiala, Dhoke Juma, Tulsa, Pirwadhai,
Tench Bhata, Lalkurti, Gulshanabad, Rawat, Mukha Singh Estate, Bakramandi, Dhoke Kalhoor, Al-
Mumtaz Colony, City Saddar Road, Kohati Bazaar, Arya Mohallah, Girja Road, Gulistan Colony,
Hazara Colony, Dhoke Paracha, Dhoke Kashmirian, Sadigabad and several other localities which
has resulted in low to zero gas pressures in the city. People belonging to different walks of life said
that SNGPL should continue operation against users of gas compressors and take solid steps to
provide gas pressure to all the consumers.

KARACHI: National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) has allowed K-Electric (KE) to
charge 57 paisa per unit more for November 2015 under the monthly fuel adjustment formula.
NEPRA Spokesperson Ayesha Tassaduq said that K-Electric management had sought the tariff
increase of about 58 paisa per unit, but NEPRA allowed 57 paisa hike for fuel price adjustment.
However, she said the increase would not be applicable to domestic consumers using less than 50
units. She further said that during the hearing KE Adviser Abdul Rauf Yousaf pleaded that KE faced
an increase of Rs 700.593 million in the fuel cost for electricity generation from external resources,
mostly from National Transmission and Dispatch Company (NTDC). Ayesha said the chairman
expressed displeasure that KE had not utilised 450MW of its own available generation capacity and
instead kept on procuring power from the NTDC. The chairman directed the NEPRA's staff to verify
KEs claim and submit a report, Ayesha added. The KE’s adviser said that low gas pressure was a
factor for lower power production, she added. Rauf Yousaf said that the power generated by KE's
own plants had come down by Rs38.29 million in November, while the power procured from external
sources had higher fuel cost of Rs 738.884 million, which resulted in an increase of 57.66 paisa per
unit. During November, KE supplied 1.215 billion units of electricity to consumers.

ISLAMABAD: CDA will issue tenders for the construction of five interchanges on Islamabad
Expressway. CDA Project Director Shahid Mehmood said that five interchanges would be
constructed at five different localities including Sohan, Khanna, Karal, Japan Road and GT Road on
Islamabad Expressway. Work on these interchanges would kick off at the beginning of February and
this project would be completed within a period of six months. Initially, Karal Interchange would be
constructed. Later on, work for the expansion of road will be started. This project includes expansion
of 8.5-kilometre road from Faizabad to Karal chowk to five lanes and construction of four lanes 12.5-
kilometre road from Koral to GT Road. 25 kilometre road would be completed from Zero Point to
Rawat as part of Islamabad Expressway signal free corridor. This project would be completed at the
cost of Rs 21.8 billion.

JHANG: Eight people, including two brothers, died and 11 others injured, seven of them critically,
National z

Journalists
Forum




(< CRISS RESPONSE BULLETI

boiler explosion
Daily Dawn, January 20, 2016

Water-borne diseases
blamed for recent Thar

deaths
Daily Dawn, January 20, 2016

WAPDA chairman visits
Tarbela 4th Extension

Hydropower Project
Daily Times, January 20, 2016

TMA confiscates 11
truckloads, 109

shopkeepers fined
Daily Times, January 20, 2016

Maternity home lacks

basic facilities
Daily Dawn, January 19, 2016

National
Journalists
Forum

¢

20

when the boiler of a sugar mills exploded on Shorkot Cantonment road on Tuesday.According to
eyewitnesses, the boiler of the Kashmir Sugar Mills was being cleaned when the workers erroneously
opened a valve that started emitting steam during the morning shift.Before the leakage could be
plugged, they said, the boiler exploded causing a massive blast that was heard far and away.They
said 19 workers were present in the boiler unit when the explosion occurred.As a result of the
explosion, seven people — Ishag , Aslam (brothers), Sajjad, Ashraf, Sarfraz, Mahamand and an
unidentified man — died on the spot, while Shehzad died on the way to the hospital.Three of the
critically injured —Abdul Waris, Asrar and Muhammad Ali — were shifted to the Allied Hospited,
Faisalabad, while another Khalil who was also seriously injured was shifted to the Nishtar Hospital,
Multan. Three others, Muhammad Ali, Faisal and Gul Raheem were shifted to the Shorkot Tehsil
Headquarters Hospital.

MITHI: Appreciating the media’s role in highlighting the issue of the death of scores of children in the
Tharparkar region within the past 19 days, Mirpurkhas Commissioner Shafiq Ahmed Mabhiser told a
press conference at the Mithi DC office on Tuesday that most of the fatalities appeared to have been
caused by water-borne diseases. He said that government officials and doctors were trying their best
to save the lives of ailing children.Meanwhile, four more newborns died at the Mithi Civil Hospital on
Tuesday, sources quoting their fathers, Hanif Kaloi, Khuda Bux Kaloi, Manesh Kumar and Nihal Das
Nooral Rai, said.Another baby born to Mr Luxman died at the Nagarparkar Taluka Hospital, they
said.A two-year-old boy, Abdullah Lund, who was earlier referred to the Hyderabad Civil Hospital,
also succumbed on Tuesday while an infant, Heemraj Thakir, who was discharged from the Diplo
Taluka Hospital a few days ago died at his home in Khari Pasayo village near Diplo town.With the
eight fresh deaths, the toll since Jan 1 has risen to 86. The district health officer, Arjun Lal, however,
put the figure at 29.

LAHORE: Pakistan Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) Chairman Zafar Mahmood
has directed the project authorities to expedite construction work on the 1,410MW - Tarbela 4th
Extension Hydropower Project for its completion by June 2017. He said timely completion of the
project would be in accordance with the accelerated programme, which has been chalked out on the
directions of the prime minister to commission the project ahead of schedule. He expressed these
views during his visit to the project on Tuesday. WAPDA Member (Water) Muhammad Shoaib Igbal,
Tarbela Dam General Manager Igbal Masood Siddiqui, Tarbela 4th Extension Hydropower Project
Director Sohail Khan and representatives of the consultants and contractors were also present during
the visit. Speaking on the occasion, the chairman said that Tarbela 4th Extension Hydropower Project
is of immense importance for overcoming electricity load shedding in the country by injecting low-cost
hydel power generation in the national grid. Reviewing construction work, he said that timely
completion of the project would enable WAPDA to fully utilise the high flow season of 2017.
Therefore, every effort would be made to achieve this target by removing bottlenecks, he added. The
chairman asked the project authorities, consultants and contractors for adhering to the timelines of
the accelerated programme in addition to ensuring the stipulated construction standards of the
project. The chairman witnessed construction works on intake and powerhouse of the project during
his visit. Earlier, Tarbela Dam Project General Manager Igbal Masood briefed the chairman about the
overall progress on the project with reference to the accelerated programme. Issues being faced by
the project authorities and remedial measures for on-time completion of the project were also
discussed. The general manager said that early completion of Tarbela 4th Extension Hydropower
Project in line with the prime minister’s directions will help WAPDA to generate additional electricity
during the high flow season of 2017 amounting to $300 million. It is pertinent to mention that Tarbela
4th Extension Hydropower Project would increase the generation capacity of Tarbela Hydel Power
Station from 3,478MW to 4,888MW, after installation of three units - with installed capacity of 470MW
each -on tunnel no. 4 of Tarbela Dam. The World Bank is providing $840 million for construction of
the project. Upon completion, Tarbela 4th Extension Hydropower Project will add about 3.84 billion
units of low-cost electricity to the national grid per annum.

RAWALPINDI: Town Municipal Administration (TMA) Rawal Town under its grand anti-encroachment
operation on Tuesday imposed fine on 109 shopkeepers while 11 truckloads were also confiscated
from various areas of the city. The anti-encroachment operation was launched on the directives of the
Lahore High Court. Town Officer Regulation (TOR) Malik Tauseef along with personnel conducted
raids in different areas including Jinnah Road, Bara Bazaar, Raja Bazar, Jamia Masjid Road,
Commercial Market and Sadigabad. The team removed all encroachments that were hampering the
flow of traffic and cleared footpaths occupied by the vendors in various markets. According to TMA
spokesman, the ongoing anti-encroachment operation has been further intensified to provide relief to
the residents of the city. The spokesman further said that markets are regularly being visited and staff
is conducting raids to completely end encroachments in the city.

DERA GHAZI KHAN: The Maternity Home of teaching hospital of Ghazi Khan Medical College has
been running without sanctioned facilities since its inception in 1991.The health facility has
insufficient beds and there is only one ward to handle patients of the whole district as well as
adjacent areas of Balochistan, sources said.The Maternity Home was constructed in place of old
building of Zacha Bacha Center in 1991 and was inaugurated by then Punjab chief minister Ghulam
Haider Wyne.The facility has neither sufficient beds and staff nor any equipment like ultrasound
machine, CTG, proper sterilizer, an ambulance and a generator.Nurses are overburdened as 28
posts of nurses are available but only six nurses are forced to take care of patients.This
correspondent visited the maternity home and found stinking smell as it has no proper sanitary staff
for cleanliness.The Maternity Home is also deprived of gas and water supply connections while
patients, staff and doctors have to face lot of problems.Gynecology department head Dr Muhammad
Ali Syed said his department was facing lack of basic facilities, but no attention was paid to his
repeated reminders by the authorities concerned.He said over 3,000 patients visited the Maternity
Home every month, but it had no proper toilets for the patients.He said no nurse was available for the
emergency which required immediate help for mothers and their infants.He said nobody was ready to
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initiate a probe into the missing of six air-conditioners installed at the facility.

ISLAMABAD: Owing to increasing intense condition of Swine Flu in the country, separate isolation
wards have been established in the two major hospitals of the federal capital including Polyclinic and
Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS). According to reports, a separate isolation ward having
capacity of twenty patients has been established in PIMS where qualified doctors, nurses and other
paramedical staff is deputed by the hospital’s administration while in Polyclinic an isolation ward
consists of ten beds has been setup. The spokespersons of PIMS and Polyclinic said that neither
patient of Swine flu has admitted in both hospitals nor Swine flu case has been reported in the federal
capital. Both the hospitals have completed all the precautionary arrangements regarding Swine flu
including all necessary medicine and other measures.

KARACHI: Sindh Department of Culture, Tourism and Antiquities and the Endowment Fund Trust for
preservation of the Heritage of Sindh entered an agreement for the establishment of four museums
and reopening of two music schools in the province. Culture, Tourism and Antiquities Secretary Abdul
Kareem Solangi and Endowment Fund Trust Secretary Abdul Hameed Akhund, while special
assistant to CM Sindh for Culture signed the MoU and Sharmila Faruqui of the Tourism Department
and Culture DG Manzoor Hussain Kanasro were also present, said a statement on Monday.
According to details, the Endowment Fund Trust intends to establish four museums so as to preserve
and depict the history, culture, rare antiquities and social trends of Sindh. The plan proposed
Hyderabad City Museum at Mukhi House, Art and Craft Museum at Sehwan, City Museum Shikarpur
and State Museum Khairpur. While Mehran Arts Council Hyderabad and Sachal Academy of
Khairpur would be reopened for the revival of Sindhi classical and folk music. Sharmila Faruqui said
that these music schools would impart basic concepts of music, vocals and instruments. She
emphasised the need for public awareness, ownership and participation to ensure that heritage sites
all over the province were saved.

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Capital Administration and Development (CADD) has issued directives
to Capital Development Authority (CDA) for the replacement of 600,000 mulberry trees with eco-
friendly plants in the federal capital, said an official. Under the new initiative, CDA will plant 600,000
alternative plants in the capital city during the year. In the first phase, 300,000 mulberry trees will be
planted in green belts in spring season followed by the same number of trees in autumn. According to
the official, the move aims to curb the menace of pollen allergy and to mitigate the environmental
impact that these trees cause. A large number of residents in capital are facing pollen allergy during
spring season.

DERA MURAD JAMALI: An attempt to smuggle Iranian diesel to Sindh from Balochistan was foiled
on Sunday and three suspects were arrested near Dera Murad Jamali.According to police officials, a
CIA police team, headed by Muhammad Akbar Lehri, intercepted an oil tanker during snap-checking
at Quetta-Sukkur highway and seized 72,000 litres of diesel.“The oil tanker was transporting Iranian
diesel to Sindh from Balochistan,” Nasirabad division deputy inspector general Jahanzeb Khan
Jogezai told Dawn, adding that three suspected smugglers were taken into custody for interrogation.

SIALKOT: The loadshedding of gas has paralyzed the industrial production in almost all surgical
forging units-cum-furnaces located in and around the city as these units have been lying closed for
about a month.Media Coordination Committee chairman of Surgical Instruments Manufacturers
Association of Pakistan (SIMAP) Muhammad Jehangir Bajwa said the surgical industry was suffering
financial losses of millions of rupees.He said that surgical exporters were unable to timely dispatch
their export consignments abroad due to energy crisis and foreign buyers were canceling import
orders worth millions of dollars.

RAWALPINDI: A swine flu patient died at a private hospital in Rawalpindi while five patients are
admitted to government-run hospitals in the city.Yasmeen Bibi, 53, was admitted to the Fauji
Foundation Hospital two days ago with the symptoms of swine flu. Later, she was shifted to the
intensive care unit (ICU).Executive District Officer Health Dr Arshad Ali Sabir told Dawn that the
health department had provided the hospital with the swine flu vaccine two days ago.“Tamiflu, the
vaccine for swine flu, is available with the health department and government-run hospitals, and we
are providing it to patients free of cost."He said all private and public hospitals and National Institute
of Health (NIH) would coordinate with the health department to treat the swine flu patients as the
pathological test for the virus can only be conducted at (NIH).As many as four people have died of
swine flu in Rawalpindi city and two in Wah Cantonment.“We provided the vaccine to each patient at
Hearts International Hospital, Combined Military Hospital, Shifa International Hospital and Pakistan
Ordnance Factory Hospital, Wah Cantonment,” the official said.
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Fog Prevalence of Pakistan

o January 22, 2016 Legend

Fog Engulfs Parts of Country

Thick fog has engulfed several parls of national highways and motorways
reducing the visibility to thirty meters. According to a spokesperson of National
Highway Authority, there is dense fog in Sahiwal, Okara, Chichawatni, Khanewal,
Multan, Bahawalpur and Lodhran.Fog blanket has reduced the visibility on Lahore
Islamabad, Islamabad-Peshawar, Pindi Bhattian Faisalabad and Faisalabad -
Gojra Motorways.Drivers have been advised to use fog lights in these weather
conditions.Citizens have also been advised to avoid unnecessary travel in such
conditions
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Note:
Fog Forecast: PMD

Dense foggy conditions would continue over plain
areas of Punjab, Peshawar division and upper Sindh
during night and morning hours.
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