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DETAILS

HYDERABAD: Two more children died in the drought-hit Tharparkar on Saturday. The death toll of
infants and children in the area has increased to 48 in a fortnight but the health authorities confirm
only 22 deaths in 15 days. Two-year-old Waleed Otho died in Tayab Otho village. According to his
father, Shabir Otho, his son suffered from a breathing problem and he was getting medical
treatment from a private health practitioner. A newborn, son of Hamza Kabar, breathed his last at a
private hospital in Mithi. The district health officer Arjun Kumar confirmed 22 deaths in the past two
weeks.

SHANGLA: The residents of Chakesar and other areas held a demonstration to protest what they
called injustices in the distribution of relief among the victims of earthquake.

Led by former candidate for PK-88 Sher Alam and Maulana Mohammad Tahir Khan, the protesters
gathered at Chakesar and chanted slogans against the government. They alleged that the relief
was provided to undeserving people.The protesters alleged that deserving people were left out
from receiving the assistance which was distributed by the district and tehsil administrations. They
said that genuine victims of the earthquake were deprived of the relief goods and compensation
amount.Speaking on the occasion, Sher Alam said that the compensation amount provided by the
federal and provincial governments had not reached the deserving people and genuine victims of
the earthquake.

He said that PTI chairman Imran Khan was making claims to bring a change but the officials in
Shangal were involved in corruption as they paid the compensation amount to the people on
political grounds.Mr Alam said that Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had visited Shangla soon after the
earthquake hit the district. He alleged that the deputy commissioner had given a briefing to the
prime minister and told him that only 100 houses were destroyed in the earthquake, but in fact
10,000 houses were damaged only in the Chakesar tehsil of the district.

He said that the affected people were still facing difficulties as they had not received any
compensation or relief from the government.The protesters demanded of the government to probe
irregularities in the distribution of relief goods among the earthquake victims and take action
against the officials involved in corruption and corrupt practices.

At least 36 more cases of Swine flu Saturday surfaced in different areas of Punjab.According to the
Director General Health Punjab, all the hospitals in the province had been put on alert with the
confirmation of some 36 more patients affected by the Swine flu. Total 95 patients were suffering
from the deadly virus while 12 patients have died so far — eight of them in Rawalpindi and Multan,
four in Chakwal and Muzaffargarh and two in Lahore, he added.

Meanwhile, the The National Institute of Health (NIH) in its advisory on Saturday, said besides
people with immune deficiency, those suffering from cancer, heart disease and asthma as well as
pregnant women could fall victim to Swine flu.The NIH advised the people to take precautionary
measures for a month and avoid going to open spaces.Blood samples of patients from Peshawar,
Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Lahore and Multan had been received for verification of Swine flu virus, it
added.lt may be added that the Swine flu virus mostly attacks weak and less immune people.

Over 2,700 died in India of Swine flu between May 2009 and December 2010. Last year, India
recorded 218 swine flu-related deaths.

PESHAWAR: After the control of dangerous disease like dengue, Peshawar has came under the
grip and fear of even more lethal disease named Swine Flu Fever.Almost 14 cases of Swine Flu
have been confirmed in Peshawar from which almost 13 patients were released after initial
treatment.One patient in Khyber Teaching Hospital and two patients in Lady Reading Hospital are
admitted. A separate medical ward has been allocated in Hayatabad Medical Complex on direction
of provincial government.According to Hospital administration, a separate laboratory has also been
set up for the tests related Swine flu virus.

ISLAMABAD: Three more people fell prey to swine flu on Thursday, as more than 13 others were
shifted to hospitals, a private news channel reported quoting the Ministry of Health.

The PIMS has formed an isolation ward comprising two beds where the patients are under proper
treatment. The health ministry stated that samples from Peshawar, Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Lahore
and Multan had been received on suspicion of swine flu.

Earlier, five more patients affected by the swine flu virus were shifted to the Nishtar Hospital,
Multan, on Wednesday raising the number of patients affected by the virus to 24. Sources said that
40-year-old Sallah Arfa and 35-year-old Sultan of Dera Ismail Khan, 39-year-old Shehnaz of
Sargodha, 10-year-old Igra from Jampur and 50-year-old Attya from Dera Ghazi Khan were
brought to the Nishtar Hospital.

Swine flu virus mostly attacks weaker and less immune people. In 2009-10, the H1N1 swine flu
pandemic spread from central Mexico to other countries, including India, killing an estimated
284,000 people, according to the US Center for Disease Control and Prevention.More than 2 700
died in India of swine flu between May 2009 and December 2010. Last year, India recorded 218
swine flu related deaths and 937 cases down from 2013 when 699 had died.

MITHI: Six more children died from various diseases in different hospitals of Tharparkar district of
Sindh in past 24 hours, raising the drought death toll to 67 since the start of this month.A newborn
died in Mithi Civil Hospital, five more minors lost lives in remote village of Diplo and Chhachhro
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talukas of district .Meanwhile, scores of children were brought to the hospitals in Mithi, Diplo,
Nagarparkar, Islamkot, Chhachhro and other towns of the district for treatment.

Parents and relatives of patients also complained about lack of healthcare facilities and attitude of
doctors and other paramedical staff.Related: Minister attributes Thar children deaths to their
mothers’ ‘carelessness’

The members of the civil society have asked the chief justice of Supreme Court and Sindh High
Court to again assign Relief Inspecting Judge Mian Fayaz Rabbani to monitor the situation of the
hospitals, Reverse Osmosis plants and other facilities in Tharparkar after the outbreak of the
diseases killing minors.Former president of Thar Bar Association, Bheerji Lal, said that he had
written a letter to the registrar of SHC in November last year requesting him to make Rabbani the
relief inspecting judge again.He said that there was a severe lack of healthcare facilities and safe
drinking water in the entire district and urged the chief justice of Supreme Court and SHC to take
notice of the alarming situation in Thar.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change Zahid Hamid Thursday said about Rs. 11
billion were given in compensation to affectees of earthquake in 2015.Replying to a question in
National Assembly, he informed the house that 280 people were killed and 1770 were injured
while 96188 houses and 497 schools were damaged due to earthquake.

He said Rs. 10.45 billion were distributed in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa as compensation amongst the
affectees. The 50 percent of the amount was given by federal government and other share was
given by the KPK government. Likewise, Rs. 756 millions were distributed in FATA, Rs. three
million in Punjab and Rs. 0.65 millions were distributed amongst the affectees of AJK. He said
government had made good rehabilitation efforts and didn't seek foreign aid in this regard.

LAHORE:A four-member delegation led by Provincial Minister for Food Bilal Yasin presented relief
package of Rs484 million for earthquake affectees of Awaran on behalf of Chief Minister Shahbaz
Sharif to Chief Minister Balochistan Sanaullah Zehri at a ceremony held in Quetta.

The delegation also conveyed the message of good wishes of Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif for
the people of Balochistan. Balochistan Chief Minister Sanaullah Zehri, Punjab Assembly Deputy
Speaker Sher Ali Gorchani, Senior Member Board of Revenue Capt (R) Zahid Saeed, DG PDMA
Jawad Akram, Director PDMA Nisar Ahmed Sani and other officers were present on the occasion.

Addressing the function, Food Minister Bilal Yasin said that the Punjab government considered
provision of help to the calamity-hit people as its responsibility and the people of Punjab would not
leave their Balochi brethren alone in the hour of need. He said it was the message of Chief Minister
Shahbaz Sharif for the people of Balochistan that the Punjab government would not rest content
until complete rehabilitation of the earthquake affectees of Balochistan. The minister said that the
Punjab government had announced relief package of Rs484 million for earthquake affectees of
Balochistan and in the first phase of the relief package of Rs220 million, jobs were being provided
to unemployed youth of district Awaran on internship basis with a sum of Rs132 million. He said
that under this programme, 550 graduate youth would be given a monthly honorarium of Rs20,000.

Similarly, Rs85 million will be spent at District Headquarters Hospital Awaran while Rs3 million will
be spent on the construction of green spaces. He said that relief amount of Rs264 million would be
given for the rehabilitation of earthquake affectees during next two years.

RAWALPINDI: Three patients reportedly suffering from swine flu have died at Holy Family Hospital
(HFH) during the last week, hospital sources said.Naseem Shakeel, a resident of Chakwal, died at
HFH on January 6. She was confirmed to have been suffering from swine flu. Rashid Roshan, a
resident of Dhoke Dalal, Rawalpindi, was the second patient. He died at the hospital on January 7.
Imran Rashid, a resident of Hazara colony in Rawalpindi, was the third deceased patient confirmed
to have swine flu. He died on January 9.The sources revealed that 10 other patients have also
been diagnosed with swine flu.

HFH Medical Superintendent Dr Shafique Sarwar told The Express Tribune the National Institute of
Health (NIH) confirmed the HFH doctors’ diagnoses that the deceased had swine-origin H1N1
influenza.Dr Sarwar added that the HFH administration had set up an infectious diseases ward for
suspected cases.He added that HFH doctors had prescribed flu medication for all doctors and staff
attending to suspected swine flu patients. The MS noted that the HFH had adopted all protocols for
prevention and treatment of the influenza. He said that all patients with symptoms of swine flu
would be brought to HFH. He said that the doctors were directed to send patients’ blood samples
to the NIH for testing.

A 5.6-magnitude earthquake jolted parts of Pakistan and Afghanistan in the late hours of Tuesday.
Express News reported.

Initial reports revealed the quake jolted parts of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) and Punjab, with
tremors being felt in Chitral, Shangla, Gilgit, Rawalpindi, Lahore, Faisalabad, Sargodha, Sahiwal
and surrounding areas.According to The United States Geological Survey, the epicenter of the
earthquake was recorded in Jurm district of northeastern Badakhshan Following tremors, many
evacuated their homes and buildings amid fears of further shocks.No casualties or property
damage has been reported thus far.Many took to Twitter announcing news of the earthquake.
province of Afghanistan, and measured 5.6 on the richter scale.

A moderate earthquake jolted parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), Punjab, Gilgit-Baltistan and
Azad Jammu and Kashmir on Wednesday evening but no loss was reported.

According to details, tremours of magnitude 4.9 on the Richter scale were felt in Peshawar,
Charsadda, Mardan, Lower Dir, Swat, Hangu, Jhang, Pakpattan, Pind Dadan Khan, Skardu, Bagh
and other parts of Azad Kashmir.People of the areas where the earthquake was felt rushed out of
their homes in panic but no property loss or causality was reported due to quake.The epicentre of
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the earthquake was stated to be at Afghan-Tajikistan border, deep inside earth crust.Earlier, on
Tuesday-Wednesday night 5.9 magnitude earthquake had jolted different parts of the country.

LAHORE: A four-member delegation, led by Punjab Food Minister Bilal Yasin, presented relief
packages of Rs 484 million for the earthquake affected of Awaran on behalf of Punjab Chief
Minister Shahbaz Sharif to the Balochistan Chief Minister Sanaullah Zehri at a ceremony held in
Quetta. The delegation conveyed the good wishes from Shahbaz Sharif for the Baloch people.
Balochistan Chief Minister Sanaullah Zehri, Punjab Assembly Deputy Speaker Sher Ali Gorchani,
Board of Revenue Senior Member Captain (r) Zahid Saeed, Pakistan Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) DG Jawad Akram, PDMA Director Nisar Ahmed Sani and other officers were
present on the occasion. Addressing the function, Bilal Yasin said that the Punjab government
stands with the calamity-hit people of Balochistan, adding that the people Punjab would not leave
their Balochi brethren alone in the hour of need. He said that the message from Shahbaz Sharif for
the people of Balochistan was that the Punjab government would not rest until complete
rehabilitation of the earthquake affectees of Balochistan was done. The minister informed that in
the first phase of the relief package of Rs 220 million, jobs are being provided to the unemployed
youth of district Awaran on internship basis with a sum of Rs 132 million. He said that the
programme would give a monthly honorarium of Rs 20,000 to 550 graduates. Similarly, Rs 85
million would be spent on the District Headquarters Hospital of Awaran, while Rs 3 million would be
spent on the construction of green spaces. He confirmed that the relief amount of Rs 264 million
would be given for the rehabilitation of the earthquake victims during the next two years.

MULTAN: Death toll is increasing as Swine flu affected patients are losing their lives, one more
affected patient has been died today, while grand stores mafia has raised the prices of swine flu
vaccine by creating it’s artificial shortages.

As per details, at least three Swine flu affected women including five people have been died in
Multan during last 15 days.However, the death toll has been increasing, medical store’s owners
have hiked the prices of seasonal influenza vaccine with the help of the Health Ministry officials.

Whereas, the vaccanine of Rs700, is now selling at more than price of Rs2000 while feared Swine
fleu affected patients are compel to by the expensive vac canines.

LAHORE - After Multan, Lahore has also witnessed a death because of swine flu as an elderly
woman died due to the disease.The woman identified as Tahira bibi was admitted in a private
hospital four days ago. National Institute of Health in Islamabad declared the blood sample of the
victim positive to swine flu and instructed the administration to take precautionary measures but
the disease claimed woman'’s life, talking toll to three in the province.

According to details, no separate ward has been formed for the treatment of swine flu patients in
hospitals of Lahore due to which their blood samples are being sent to Islamabad for test.Earlier,
two women that were admitted in Nishtar Medical Institute (NMI) died on Sunday due to swine flu
while as many as seven more cases have also been surfaced.The hospital’ administration has
formed an isolation ward in ward no 27 for proper treatment and checkup of the patients. The virus
has been confirmed in seven people however, the number of suspected cases of the disease has
reached 18.

Laboratory test of three females which include 53-year-old Shehnaz, 30-year-old Agsa and three-
year-old Azra have been sent to Islamabad for analysis.Swine flu virus mostly attack weaker and
less immune people.

In 2009-10, the H1N1 swine flu pandemic spread from central Mexico to 74 other countries
including India, killing an estimated 284,000 people, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.More than 2,700 died in India of swine flu between May 2009 and
December 2010. Last year, India recorded 218 swine flu-related deaths and 937 cases, down from
2013, when 699 died.

Islamabad:Swine flu, influenza H1N1, has so far claimed at least three lives in this region of the
country. Many health experts believe that the situation may get worse if proper treatment facilities
are not made available for patients in all public sector hospitals of the twin cities of Islamabad and
Rawalpindi.

A male resident of Taxila, aged 34, was brought to a private hospital in Islamabad last week with
flu, fever, headache for three days followed by drowsiness and coma for two days. He was earlier
taken to the Holy Family Hospital in Rawalpindi but due to unavailability of a bed for him in the ICU,
his attendants took him to the private hospital where he was put on a ventilator. After three days,
the patient suffered cardiac arrest and expired. His serology was positive for HIN1 swine flu.Some
three weeks back, two patients of swine flu died in Wah Cantonment. The patients were tested
positive for swine flu by the National Institute of Health (NIH), Islamabad.

So far, in this winter, as many as 14 swine flu suspects have been reported from different locations
of the twin cities of Islamabad and Rawalpindi who were taken to various private and public sector
hospitals. This year too, the treatment of swine flu, including oseltamivir and zanamivir, are not
available easily in most of the markets, said ICU medical specialist Dr. Muhammad Haroon while
talking to ‘The News’ on Sunday.

He said that in almost all markets, oseltamivir is only available after being smuggled from India and
there is no alternative available. Every flu patient, who remains sick even after three days of onset
of symptoms, should report to the nearest teaching hospital for screening of swine flu if required
and all his contacts should get vaccination if he is tested positive for the disease, he said.He, like
other health experts in the region, requested the concerned government authorities to make
treatment facilities, including flu vaccine and medicine, readily available in all hospitals and
pharmacies.

He explained that the symptoms of swine flu resembles with that of influenza virus attack, which
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starts with high-grade fever, sore throat, sweating, increased heart rate and headache. “The
patients of swine flu additionally have marked fatigue, dehydration, drowsiness, vomiting, cough,
shortness of breath and low blood pressure.”Dr. Muhammad Haroon said that a few patients of
swine flu also develop rashes and swelling on their bodies. About 25-30% of swine flu victims
develop viral pneumonia which rapidly progresses to life-threatening Acute Respiratory Distress
Syndrome (ARDS)), if not treated on time. A large percentage of such patients develop acute heart
failure and myocarditis, inflammation of the heart muscle. Progressive organ dysfunction involves
kidneys, liver, brain and blood. Such patients have low red blood cells, white blood cells and
decreased platelets. Patients can have bleeding most often from gastrointestinal tract, shock, brain
swelling, respiratory failure, heart failure, all eventually leading to death, he said.

He added that once multisystem involvement occurs, prognosis becomes very poor and over 90
per cent of such patients die even in best ICU settings.To a query, he said the key is preventing
swine flu and for that N-95 special masks should be used at high-risk places like hospitals and
crowded areas as the routine masks are of no use as swine flu virus can be transmitted from one
person to another via sneezing and coughing.

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Pervez Khattak on Sunday said that provincial government had
approved Rs60 billion for communication schemes in the whole province this year and no new
scheme of road construction would be considered until the ongoing projects were completed.

He, however, said that link roads in Chitral city would be improved in the current financial year as
roads in all the major cities were being rehabilitated under the urban uplift programme.Talking to a
delegation from Chitral, Pervez Khattak announced that people of natural calamities-prone areas of
Chitral would be given residential plots in the proposed housing colony to be established at a safer
place.The delegation, led by Member Provincial Assembly Fauzia Bibi, called on the chief minister
here. The high-ups of the departments dealing with the rehabilitation of earthquake and flood-hit
areas of Chitral were also present.

The chief minister said he had issued orders for setting up a university in Chitral and departments
concerned had been asked to expedite progress on this project which would help the people of the
remote Chitral district to have the higher education facilities in their home district.He assured that
the Chitral roads and other earthquake and flood-affected infrastructure facilities would be
rehabilitated.Assuring to visit Chitral for reviewing the uplift and rehabilitation projects, Pervez
Khattak said that he had also directed three provincial ministers to visit Chitral to listen to the
problems of the people and take necessary measures to solve them.

He also sought progress report on Chitral University, Qaqglasht Housing Scheme, Irrigation Water
Channel, Atakhalt-Wirinjune Road, Ayun-Bamburet Road, Chitral-Garam Chashma Road, Rescue
1122 service, Working Women Hostel, repair of Reshun Hydropower Station and some other
projects of Chitral.

The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government has approved communication schemes of Rs 60 billion for
the whole province this year; no new road schemes will be considered until the ongoing projects
are completed, said KP Chief Minister Pervez Khattak.However, he said that roads in Chitral city
would be improved in the current financial year as local roads of all major cities are being
rehabilitated under the urban uplift programme.

Talking to representative delegation of Chitral, the chief minister announced that people living in
natural calamities-prone areas of Chitral would be given residential plots in the proposed housing
colony to be established at a safer place.Officials from the departments dealing with rehabilitation
of earthquake and flood-hit areas of Chitral were also present during the meeting with the Chitral
delegation led by MPA Fauzia Bibi.

The chief minister said that he had issued orders for setting up a university in Chitral and the
concerned departments were supposed to expedite progress on this project which would help
people living in remote areas of Chitral district to have higher education facilities in their home
district. He assured that roads in Chitral as well as other earthquake and flood-affected
infrastructure facilities would be rehabilitated at any cost and on priority basis. He said that a
donors’ conference had been held by the provincial government for rehabilitation projects of the
devastated Chitral district. The chief minister assured to visit Chitral for reviewing the uplift and
rehabilitation projects. He said that he had also directed three concerned provincial ministers to
visit Chitral to listen to the problems of the people and take necessary measures to solve them.
Explaining the provincial government’s strategy regarding development projects, he said that only
those schemes would be initiated which can be completed within the stipulated time and for which
required financial resources are available. Pervez Khattak also sought a progress report on Chitral
University, Qaqlasht Housing Scheme, Irrigation Water Channel, Atakhalt-Wirinjune Road, Ayun-
Bamburit Road, Chitral-Garam Chashma Road, Rescue 1122 Service, Working Women Hostel,
Repair of Reshun Hydro Power Station and certain other projects of Chitral.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government has approved communication schemes worth
60 billion rupees for the whole province this year and no new road project will be considered until
the ongoing projects are completed, said Chief Minister Pervez Khattak.He, however, said internal
roads in Chitral would be improved in the current financial year as roads in all major cities were
being rehabilitated under the urban uplift program.Talking to a representative delegation of Chitral,
Pervez Khattak announced that people of natural calamities prone areas of Chitral will be given
residential plots in the proposed housing colony to be established at a safer place.

The delegation, led by MPA Fauzia Bibi, called on the chief minister here today, says a handout
issued by the chief minister office. The high-ups of the departments dealing with rehabilitation of
earthquake and flood-hit areas of Chitral were also present.The chief minister said he had issued
orders for setting up of a university in Chitral and concerned departments were supposed to
expedite progress on this project which would help the people of the remote Chitral district to have
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the higher education facilities in their home district.

He assured the delegation that the Chitral roads and other earthquake and flood-affected
infrastructure facilities would be rehabilitated at any cost and on a priority basis and the donors’
conference was held by the provincial government for the rehabilitation projects of devastated
Chitral district.

Assuring them to visit Chitral for reviewing the uplift and rehabilitation projects, the chief minister
said he had also directed three concerned provincial ministers to visit Chitral to listen to the
problems of the people and take necessary measures to solve them.Explaining the provincial
government’s strategy regarding development projects, he said only those schemes would be
initiated which can be completed within the stipulated time and for which required financial
resources were available.Pervez Khattak also sought progress report on Chitral University,
Qaglasht Housing Scheme, Irrigation Water Channel, Atakhalt-Wirinjune Road, Ayun-Bumburate
Road, Chitral-Garam Chashma Road, Rescue 1122 Service, working women hostel, repair of
Reshun hydropower station and other projects in Chitral.

THARPARKAR: At least 27 children have died of malnutrition and other causes in the Tharparkar
area of the southern region of Sindh, during last ten days.

The plight of children in southern Sindh province highlights the provincial government’s
incompetence to deal with the situation. Tharparkar district in the famous Thar Desert spans over
120,000 square miles across the Indo-Pak subcontinent.Though only 15 per cent of the desert lies
in Pakistan, high rates of child mortality largely due to acute malnutrition pose a major challenge to
the local authorities, humanitarian organizations and civil society groups working in the
area.Reportedly, Civil Hospital in Mithi lacks funding, staff members remain absent and medicines
are scarce in the area. Lack of resources has further added to the misery of the locals. Today, a
child died in Diplo taking the death toll to 27.

Life is tough for people living in Tharparkar. Extreme heat in summer, scarcity of food, unsafe and
saline drinking water and lack of access to basic health facilities have an adverse effect on the life
and wellbeing of communities. As a result, under-nutrition is a common problem among children
and women.In 2014, the Sindh government announced establishment of Thar Development
Authority to address the problem, however, the draft is still pending for approval.
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DETAILS

FAISALABAD: The Punjab police have detained eight more suspected activists of the banned
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) militant group, which India claims was behind the January 2 brazen
attack on the Pathankot air base. The Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) raided a seminary in
the Razaabad area of Faisalabad Friday night over its alleged links with the JeM and sealed the
premises. The CTD also detained eight suspected JeM activists and shifted them to an
undisclosed location for questioning. Sources said those taken into custody included JeM's
regional chief Muhammad Hassan, alias Abu Jandal. The identities of the other suspects have yet
to be confirmed. Earlier in the week, the CTD had detained 14 people besides confiscating
computers, motorcycles, commando uniforms and militancy literature from a seminary run by the
JeM in a Sialkot village. The seminary was sealed.

JeM chief Maulana Masood Azhar and his brother Abdul Rauf Asghar have also been placed
under ‘protective custody’ by a special team of security agencies after they were picked up from
Bahawalpur. The crackdown against the JeM top leadership and its seminaries in Punjab has
been launched following the Pathankot air base attack. The Indian government has alleged the
group was behind the assault, which left six attackers and seven Indian soldiers dead. Rising
tensions between Pakistan and India have already resulted in postponement of the foreign
secretary-level talks, which were due on January 15. The arrests are being seen as an attempt to
salvage the fledgling peace process between the two hyphenated neighbours.

PESHAWAR: Panic gripped the city as schools in some areas, including Cantonment, were
closed on Saturday due to a possible security threat. As a result, parents and students were most
concerned over the situation. All private and public sector schools in the Cantonment area of
Nauthia and on Warsak Road were closed. When the children reached their institutes, they were
asked to return home for security reasons. The development was neither announced through the
media nor was a formal notification issued. Panic spread further as the news was aired on some
TV channels. Roads leading to Cantonment area were also blocked as part of the security
measures. While speaking to The Express Tribune, a teacher of a school on Warsak Road said
they had been receiving continuous phone calls by parents who enquired about the closure. One
of the parents, Shabir Jan, told The Express Tribune that he rushed to a school in Saddar to pick
up his two children when he heard the news.

When contacted, the district education officer in Peshawar said they followed orders of the
administration and instructed the heads of both government and private schools to close their
respective institutions. Meanwhile, District Assistant Commissioner Altaf Khan said security
agencies and officials informed the DC that terrorists might launch an attack similar to the Army
Public School massacre. He added the institutes were closed with the mutual consent of the
provincial government, education department and heads of the schools. In a statement, K-P
government spokesperson Mushtaq Ghani said schools were closed so that law-enforcement
agencies could review security situation at the schools.

KARACHI: Nine people including seven children were injured in a grenade attack near a clinic in
Chakiwara on Saturday. Police believed that the attack could be a ‘reaction’ to the recent killing of
some known figures of Lyari gang warfare. While the grenade landed near a private clinic, Lyari
SP Aftab Nizamani believed that the real target of the assailants could be a mobile van of the
Chakiwara police station parked near the clinic. According to senior medico-legal officer of the
Civil Hospital Karachi Dr Nisar Shah, the victims were seven children and two men. “None of
them sustained serious injuries,” he said. Lyari SP Nizamani suspected involvement of the Uzair
Baloch-led gang in the attack. He said three gangsters had been killed in ‘encounters’ in recent
days in parts of Lyari. “Today’s grenade attack might be a reaction to the killing of the gangsters,”
he added.

KARACHI: Pakistan Rangers, Sindh, director-general Major General Bilal Akbar insisted that the
Karachi operation is impartial and vowed to take it to its logical end. He was talking to a 100-
member Pakhtun jirga led by Awami National Party’s Sindh chapter chief Senator Shahi Syed at
Pakistan Rangers, Sindh, headquarters on Saturday. The Rangers DG welcomed the jirga and
shared their performance during the ongoing Karachi operation. “Indiscriminate actions have
been taken against the terrorists, target killers, extortionists, kidnappers and criminals involved in
various heinous cases of crime with the help of the citizens of Karachi in the last 27 months of the
ongoing operation in the city,” said Akbar. “Public support is also being increased with the positive
results of the operation, and the citizens are sharing information with the Rangers on the 1101
helpline.” A Rangers spokesperson said that the 100-member jirga lauded the efforts of the
Rangers to bring peace in the city and also expressed their satisfaction over the Rangers’
performance. On the occasion, Akbar also appealed to keep an eye on the movements and
activities of suspicious people, particularly refugees staying in Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan announced this week that authorities have executed 332 criminals and
militants since lifting a moratorium on the death penalty in 2014, marking the first time an official
tally has been released. The National Action Plan (NAP) was unveiled to curb militancy after
Taliban assailants gunned down more than 150 people, most of them children, at Peshawar’s
Army Public School on December 16, 2014. In accordance with the NAP, the six-year moratorium
on the country’s death penalty was lifted and the constitution amended to allow military courts to
try those accused of carrying out attacks. Hangings were initially reinstated only for those
convicted of terrorism, but in March they were extended to all capital offences. In a written reply
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submitted to the parliament on Friday, the Ministry of Interior and Narcotics Control said 332
people had been executed in the country. Supporters argue that executions are the only effective
way to deal with the scourge of militancy in Pakistan. But critics say the legal system is unjust,
with rampant police torture and poor representation for victims during unfair trials, while the
majority of those who are hanged are not convicted of terror charges.

Amnesty figures suggest Pakistan is on track to become one of the world’s top executioners in
2015. According to the report submitted to parliament, 172 religious seminaries across the
country have also been closed on suspicions of having links to militant organisations. “993 URLs
and 10 websites of organisations have been blocked,” it said. The dossier added that 98.3 million
unregistered SIM cards have been blocked. More than 2,000 cases of hate speech have also
been registered, while 2,195 people have been arrested. More than 70 shops have been
shuttered throughout Pakistan for selling material deemed to promote hate speech. Since 2013,
paramilitary troops and police have been engaged in an anti-militant and crime operation in
Karachi. Thousands of criminals have been arrested in the operation’s wake along with 890
militants in the city. Officials says militant attacks have fallen by 80 per cent as a result, according
to the report. In in June 2014, the army launched the “Zarb-e-Azb” operation in a bid to wipe out
militant bases in North Waziristan tribal area and so bring an end to the bloody decade-long
insurgency that has cost Pakistan thousands of lives.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif will
visit Saudi Arabia and Iran on Monday to reduce diplomatic tension between two brotherly
countries. Sources at the Prime Minister House said, that PM Nawaz Sharif will have meetings
with Iranian President Hassan Rouhani and Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud during his
emergency visit. Sources said the Army Chief and the Premier will visit Tehran first where they
will hold meetings with Iranian leadership. Advisor to PM on Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz and
Special Assistant Tariq Fatmi will accompany PM Nawaz.

ISLAMABAD: A total of 2,159 terrorists have been killed and 1,724 arrested by the law
enforcement agencies under the National Action Plan (NAP). The Ministry of Interior and
Narcotics Control presented an achievement report about NAP in the National Assembly on
Friday, which stated that 332 persons had been executed so far under Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA).
The report stated that 98.3 million SIMs had been blocked for dismantling communication
networks of terrorists. At least 933 URLs and 10 websites of militant organisations have also
been blocked by Ministry of Information Technology (MolT). Budget was released to strengthen
and activate the National Counter-Terrorism Authority (Nacta) and steps were also taken to
establish and strengthen a Joint Intelligence Directorate. The report stated that 2,337 cases were
registered for hate speeches and material and 2,195 persons were arrested while 73 shops were
sealed. Likewise, 9,164 cases were registered, 9,340 persons were arrested and 2,452 pieces of
equipment confiscated for misuse of loudspeakers. It added, 8,195 persons were included in
‘fourth schedule’ and movement of 2,052 people was restricted as measures against re-
emergence of proscribed organisations and individuals. Uniform registration and data form was
developed by Nacta and ITMP and shared with stakeholders for registration and regulation of
madressahs. As many as 167 madressahs in Sindh, 13 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and two in
Punjab were closed.

Under the NAP, list of activists and proscribed organisations was shared with the information
ministry and Pemra for strict implementation of ban on glorification of terrorism in media. A
committee headed by Adviser to the Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz was constituted
for Fata reforms. Over 1,130 hardcore elements were pointed out in Punjab and 649 persons
were booked for facilitating hate speeches. Similarly, target killing in Karachi decreased to 53 per
cent, murder incidents declined to 50pc, terrorism incidents came down by 80pc, dacoity 30pc
and extortion by 56pc in the biggest city of the country due to Rangers operation. A total of
69,179 criminals, 890 terrorists, 676 proclaimed offenders, 10,426 absconders, 124 kidnappers,
545 extortionists and 1,834 murderers were also apprehended and 16,306 weapons seized
during the Karachi operation. The report of interior minister said steps were also taken for
surrender of farraris in Balochistan and reconciliation process. Likewise, 25 centres were
established for registration of Afghan refugees.

PESHAWAR: Authorities will get legal powers to start registration of madressahs in the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas after the extension of the Societies Registration Act 1860 to the region,
say officials. The officials said President Mamnoon Hussain had signed a notification in this
regard and issued directions for the extension of the Societies Registration Act 1860, which was
currently enforced in the Islamabad Capital Territory, to Fata to start registration of madressahs in
the tribal borderlands. They said the legal mechanism did not exist for the registration of
madressahs in Fata and that the president under Clause (3) of Article 247 of the Constitution had
ordered to extend the said act to the region to begin registration of madressahs. The notification
said for the words ‘provincial government’, wherever occurring, the words ‘federal government’ in
the act were substituted, while for the words ‘civil courts’, wherever occurring, the words ‘courts of
political agents and assistant political agents’ were substituted. Under the Constitution, the
president has the powers to extend any law to Fata whenever necessary. Following the extension
of the said act to the tribal region last year, the Fata civil secretariat will frame rules for the
registration of seminaries. In the absence of legal cover to register madressahs, a wing has been
established in the Fata directorate of education that had started enlistment of religious
institutions.

Besides starting enlistment, the law and order department of the civil secretariat has also started
geo-tagging of seminaries in seven Fata agencies and six Frontier Regions (FRs) to record
precise location of every madressah in the region, where local authorities have no legal powers or
tools to regularise religious educational institutions. An official in the know told Dawn that the geo-
tagging of madressahs was launched in the region in line with the guidelines of the National
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Action Plan, which was framed last year in the aftermath of the deadly terrorist attack on the Army
Public School and College Peshawar. He said the geo-tagging of madressahs had been
completed in South Waziristan Agency, Khyber Agency, Orakzai Agency, Frontier Region Bannu
and Frontier Region Dera Ismail Kahn. The official said the process had been partially completed
in Kurram and Bajaur agencies and Frontier Region Kohat. “The general public will not get
access to the data of madressahs,” he said.

The industry department has been registering madressahs and nongovernmental organisations in
the four provinces as well as the Islamabad Capital Territory under the Societies Registration Act.
“Presently, the directorate of education has started enlistment of madressahs functioning in tribal
areas. When rules are framed, then madressahs will be registered properly,” said another official.
Under the plan, a total of 567 madressahs have so far been enlisted across Fata, where 85,213
boys and girls are enrolled. Some madressahs are providing boarding facilities to students. South
Waziristan Agency has the highest number of madressahs in the entire tribal region as 238
seminaries have been enlisted there. The authorities have enlisted 156 madressahs in North
Waziristan Agency, 62 in Khyber Agency, 24 in Bajaur Agency, 22 in Kurram Agency, 16 in
Orakzai Agency, 16 in Mohmand Agency, 10 in FR Bannu, five in FR Lakki Marwat, six in FR
Dera Ismail Khan, eight in FR Tank and four in FR Kohat. The data of madressahs in FR
Peshawar has not been compiled. Officials said the government provided teaching staff to
madressahs, where subjects of formal education were also taught. They said additional rooms
were also constructed in some madressahs.

TAXILA: Army chief General Raheel Sharif has emphasised the need to maintain international
quality standards in defence production that would ultimately reduce the country’s import bill
through self-reliance. The Chief of Army Staff (COAS) visited the Heavy Industries Taxila (HIT) on
Thursday to review the preparedness of the military’s armed warfare production line. HIT is
considered the home of army’s armour production, especially tanks, armoured personnel carriers
and other mechanised vehicles. According to the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), Gen
Raheel lauded the efforts of HIT in manufacturing defence and safety equipment on international
standards to support the army’s field formations, especially in Operation Zarb-e-Azb. The army
chief also appreciated the production of locally developed security vehicle named Mohafiz.

While calling for increased efforts of indigenisation and commercialisation of HIT products, he
emphasised the need to maintain highest standards of quality that would save the national
exchequer through army’s self-reliance. During his visit to the facility, Gen Raheel was briefed by
HIT head Lt Gen Wajid Hussain on the products manufactured for defence and commercial
purposes. He also told the army chief about the details of the factory’s various facilities, according
to the ISPR. Wajid also briefed him about Pakistan’s main battle tank ‘Al-Khalid-I" besides the
manufacturing and rebuilding of armoured personnel carriers, security vehicles Dragon and
Mohafiz. The army chief also witnessed the assembly and demonstration of the Al-Khalid-I tank.

KARACHI: With a disposal rate of less than two per cent last year, more than 135,000 cases
continue to bite the dust in the province’s lower courts. Half of these cases are pending trial in
Karachi, where a disposal rate of less than one per cent was recorded in 2015. Consolidated
figures, shared with The Express Tribune, suggest that the total case backlog in the province’'s
district courts was 135,960 at the beginning of 2015, which increased with the addition of 3,362
cases, and settled at 135,396 at the end of the year. The cases relate to criminal, civil and family
disputes, and do not include those related to terrorism. The total cases decided between January
1 and December 31 last year stood at 2,008 in the province, while 1,918 were sent to higher
courts, the statistics revealed. The disposal rate, thus, remained at around two per cent. Disposal
of a case includes deciding it by conviction, acquittal or compromise. The figures showed that 105
cases were decided by convicting criminals, and 274 by acquitting the accused of all charges. In
31 cases, the parties reached a compromise, while two were settled through mediation.

Karachi leads the way

Nearly half of the pending cases belong to Karachi, the largest city of the province with six
administrative districts. However, the judiciary’s administrative division includes the South, East,
West, Central and Malir districts. The official statistics, available with The Express Tribune, show
that the district judiciary in Karachi had a backlog of 71,554 cases at the beginning of 2015. To
this, 1,380 cases were added. By the end of the year, the total pending cases dropped to 70,892
in total, with 16,208 in district South, 17,291 in district West, 19,468 in district East, 10,999 in
district Central and 6,926 in district Malir. A total of 652 cases were disposed of while 1,390 were
sent up.

Rusting away

The statistics revealed that 15,070 pending cases in the lower judiciary are from 2011 and before.
Following the judiciary’s restoration in 2009, court officials were given directives to compile data
of cases pending trial for the last five years or more. The figures, released in January this year,
suggested that 15,070 cases — of criminal and civil nature — from across the province are awaiting
decisions from courts. Only 13 such cases could be decided across the province during 2015.
The statistics showed that 4,085 old criminal and civil cases were pending trial in Karachi’s
subordinate courts: 925 in district South, 1,586 in district West, 1,122 in district East, 191 in
district Central and 259 in district Malir. Of the old cases, only three were decided in the last 12
months.

Unsatisfied stakeholders
Subordinate courts are the backbone of the judiciary, as the larger public approaches these

courts for redressal of their issues. Observers mainly blame the provincial government for failing
to do its part in ensuring the masses are delivered swift justice. In Sindh, the district courts remain
over-burdened with litigation for various reasons. Former Sindh High Court chief justice Faisal
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Arab, addressing the full court reference upon his elevation to the Supreme Court in December
2015, blamed the scarcity of judges for delay in dispensation of justice. Arab highlighted that
during his tenure, which lasted for less than a year, 279 vacancies of judicial officers were filled
through fresh appointments and promotions, compared to only 146 judicial officers that were
appointed during the last 11 years. On the other hand, lawyers say they are not the sole reason
behind the delay in disposal of cases. “Everyone, from lawyers, judiciary and other relevant
institutions is responsible for delay in timely disposal of cases,” said president of the Karachi Bar
Association Mehmoodul Hasan. According to him, the incompetency of some judicial officers was
to be equally blamed for failure in provision of swift justice to the public. Hasan suggested a sit-
down between all the stakeholders to find a permanent resolution.

QUETTA: Security forces claim to have killed at least three suspected militants in Balochistan's
Kech district on Thursday. "Security forces launched a search operation against terrorists in the
district's Sami and Tabjan areas to apprehend the suspects involved in attacks at the Frontier
Works Organization (FWO)," said Khan Wasey, a spokesman for the Frontier Corps (FC). "Three
terrorists were killed during an exchange of fire with security forces," Wasey stated. Weapons
and ammunition were also seized by the security forces. The FC spokesman added that the dead
miscreants were involved in attacks on FWO personnel and other government functionaries in the
area. Unidentified militants had opened fire at a FWO vehicle carrying officials on Tuesday,
injuring at least five personnel in Balochistan's Turbat area. Levies sources had said that the
FWO personnel were going from Hoshap to Panjgoor area when their vehicle was attacked. The
injured were rushed to a nearby hospital for medical treatment, while the assailants escaped
unhurt from the spot. In another incident on the same day, a labourer was killed when militants
opened fire at an FWO Camp in Hoshap area of Turbat.

Explosives recovered

FC personnel also foiled major terror bid by defusing three improvised explosive devices in Solani
area of Kech district. The FC Spokesman said unknown miscreants had planted the IEDs to
target security forces and FWO workers in the area. He said FC personnel timely acted and
defused all three IEDs planted on road side.

ISLAMABAD: The ruling party is still considering whether it should deploy Rangers in Punjab, as
in Sindh, to carry out an operation against hardcore criminals and banned outfits based in the
southern districts of the province. The military establishment, in its assessment, sources in the
provincial capital Lahore as well as the federal capital say, has recommended a Rangers-led
operation in Punjab. The issue came up for discussion first at the provincial apex committee
meeting and has now landed before the Prime Minister’s Office. The security establishment thinks
that Punjab police lack the training and the equipment to face terrorists, sources say, which was
why the assignment must be handed over to Rangers. However, the Shahbaz Sharif-led
provincial government is of the view that it can handle the task through its Counter-Terrorism
Department and the Elite Force, but this would require special weaponry and support from the
military. The provincial authorities are of the view that if provided with the proper equipment, the
Elite Force could deliver the required results. At the high-level meeting chaired by Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif on Wednesday, which was also attended by the Punjab CM and the Lahore corps
commander, it was suggested by the army leadership that Rangers could be used for an
operation in the province if the government wanted.

Talking to Dawn, a PML-N office-bearer close to the prime minister said that the districts where
an operation could be planned include Rahim Yar Khan, Rajanpur and D.G. Khan. These districts
are known for being home to and breeding grounds for militants and banned organisations.
Sources in the ruling party said the Punjab government would try its best to make do with its own
Elite Force instead of calling in the Rangers. This, he said, would reflect poorly on the provincial
government. Of course, he said, if Rangers come to Punjab, they will have the same powers they
were exercising in Karachi. “The prevailing security situation in Punjab was discussed during
Wednesday’s meeting and now the decision lies with the PM; whether to seek assistance from
Rangers in Punjab or not,” another source privy to the meeting told Dawn. The military
establishment believed that to take the National Action Plan to its logical conclusion, Rangers
should be used in the province, he said. Punjab Law Minister Rana Sanaullah was not available
for comment, despite repeated attempts.

RAWALPINDI: As many as 10 high profile, convicted terrorists were shifted to the new high
security prison in Sahiwal from Adiala Jail on Wednesday. Among the convincted prisoners
transported to Sahiwal was Rana Naveed, who was sentenced to life imprisonment for his
involvement in the Jhanda Chi Chi attack on former president Gen Pervez Musharraf. An official
source in the prison department told Dawn that about 925 convicted prisoners being housed in
various jails across Punjab were scheduled to be shifted to the newly constructed prison facility
that can hold 1,044 inmates. Among those transported to Sahiwal were Hameed Ullah - who was
convicted in the POF Wah factory attack and awarded a death sentence, Sagib Ali Shah —
convicted in a 2012 terrorism case in the Wah Cantonment, Naseem Khan — convicted in a bomb
attack in Jhand Attock, and Syed Zaman Khan — convicted in an attack on military personnel in
Swabi. Omer Adeel, who was convicted in the 2007 R.A. Bazaar bombing, Hafiz Akram Saeed,
Mohammad Aslam, Ameer Sohail and Intikhab Ahmed were also among the prisoners taken to
Sahiwal.

“All the prisoners involved in terrorism and sectarian terrorism cases will be shifted to the high
security prison,” a senior prison department official said. The official said that over 50pc of these
prisoners have already been transported. According to official sources, 26 prisoners involved in
terrorism cases and six prisoners involved in sectarian terrorism cases have been held at the
Central Jail, Adiala. Of the 26, seven have been awarded the death penalty, and their appeals are
underway. Of the six involved in sectarian terrorism, three have been awarded the death penalty.
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Mumtaz Qadri — the former police commando convicted in the murder of former Punjab
government Salman Taseer — is currently being held at Adiala Jail, and will likely be shifted to
Sahiwal during the second phase of the plan, the source said.

LAKKI MARWAT: District police officer Ali Akbar has suspended six policemen, including an
assistant sub-inspector, for gross negligence on their part after the murder of a woman outside a
courtroom in the judicial complex, Tajazai. “ASI Mohammad Azam and constables Inam Khan,
Farman Khan, Mohammad Javed, Khurrum Igbal and Inamullah Khan have been put under
suspension with an immediate effect,” said a police official on Wednesday. He said that these
cops were posted at the main gate of the judicial complex and the Tuesday’s occurrence of the
woman’s murder outside the courtroom showed their inefficiency. The official said that the
suspended policemen might face departmental inquiry for the charges of dereliction, negligence
and inefficiency. He said that police had started investigation into the murder incident after
registration of case under Section 302 (premeditated murder) in Ghaznikhel police station.
“Najibullah, an ASI of Ghaznikhel police station, is the complainant in the FIR,” he said.

The official said that the victim woman had allegedly eloped with one Ameenullah some two
months ago and her father had lodged an FIR against Ameenullah and his brother Samiullah for
abducting his daughter. “But she was shot dead by her brothers as soon as she came out of the
courtroom,” he said. Meanwhile, the District Bar Association at a meeting has urged the chief
justice of Peshawar High Court to take suo motu notice of the incident and order the local police
to include the section of anti-terrorism act in the FIR. The meeting, chaired by bar president
Naimatullah Khan, also asked the local police authorities to take measures for ensuring foolproof
security in the judicial complex. It also demanded ban on the entry of vehicles except those of
lawyers and police vans carrying prisoners into the judicial complex.

KARACHI: Eight suspects, allegedly involved in the Safoora bus attack, have been handed over
to the army from police custody for their trial in military courts. This is the first time that suspected
militants belonging to the global terrorist organisation, Islamic States (IS), have been handed over
to the army. The suspects include Saad Aziz alias Tin Tin, a business graduate from Institute of
Business Administration, construction entrepreneur Tahir Hussain alias Minhas, call centre agent
Asadur Rehman alias Malik, , Azhar Ishrat, an electronic engineer from Sir Syed University of
Engineering and Technology, post-graduate degree holder Hafiz Nasir, former Fishermen
Cooperative Housing Society vice-chairperson Sultan Qamar Siddiqui and his brother Hussain
Umer Siddiqui alias Shibli, and weapons dealer Naeem Sajid alias Peena. In December last year,
the federal government, on the advice of the Sindh government, had approved the trial of 18
cases against the suspects in the special courts, established following the 21st Constitutional
Amendment in the aftermath of the Peshawar school attack. So far, only 23 cases from the
province have been transferred to these courts. Still, there are around 10 cases, which have yet
to be transferred, pending in different courts in the city against the suspects. About their fate, the
authorities say that the proceedings in these cases will only be carried out once the military court
has completed the current trial. “They [the suspects] may not be released from there [military's
custody] and returned to this prison [central jail] after the completion of trial before Special Military
Court...,” read a letter issued to the courts. The suspects were transferred into army custody on
January 12. Regarding the process, a document stated that the ‘high-profile prisoners’ were
handed over in ‘sound and good health.” They have been shifted to the heavily guarded Malir
Cantonment where, according to the sources, the special courts are situated.

Modus operandi

The suspects remained in central jail for months during the investigators probed each of them
and as per their findings assigned a different role to each one of them. With respect to the
investigations, the arrested suspects have been divided into three groups, assailants, facilitators
and financers. The assailant’s group includes Hussain, the alleged mastermind behind the attack,
Aziz and Rehman. They have been accused of carrying out the attack. During the attack, Hussain
and Aziz reportedly boarded the bus while Rehman remained outside in a car as a cover. It is
also said that Aziz was to film the execution, but somehow he was not able to. The other group
identified as of facilitators comprises Ishrat and Nasir. They have been accused of providing their
expertise in making bombs and also doing research prior to the attack. Sultan, his brother and
Sajid fall in the category of the financers. The trio was arrested in later stages of the
investigations. They have been accused of providing logistics, armoury and financial support to
the suspects.

QUETTA: A suicide bomber blew himself up outside a polio vaccination centre in Quetta on
Wednesday, killing at least 15 people, mainly police, officials said. The policemen had been
gathering outside the centre to accompany polio workers on the third day of a vaccination
campaign which are frequently targeted by Taliban and other Islamist militant groups in Pakistan.
“There are 15 dead, including 12 police, one paramilitary, and two civilians,” a local police official
told AFP. Balochistan Home Minister Sarfraz Bugti added: “So far 15 people have been injured in
the blast, seven of whom are in critical condition.” Some officials had begun to gather evidence
from the scene while others were collecting body parts to put in bags. Eye-witness Shabir Ahmed,
a 32-year-old police constable, told AFP he had been deployed to protect a polio vaccination
team that was due to leave for various neighbourhoods of Quetta at 10 am. “Suddenly there was
a loud bang and | fell to the ground, | could not see anything, there was dust everywhere,” he
said. “Then | heard people screaming and sirens of ambulances,” he continued, adding he had
received shrapnel wounds to his stomach, hands, legs and feet. Anwarul Haq Kakar, a
spokesperson for the provincial government, vowed the polio immunisation drive would continue.
“We won'’t allow the nefarious designs of the terrorists to succeed, we will eliminate polio,” he
said. Of the 15 killed, 12 were part of the police force, one from the frontier corps and another a
civilian.
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TTP claims responsibility

Meanwhile, the banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed responsibility for the deadly
attack. “A TTP’s special unit carried out successful attack at Quetta’s Satellite Town area, killing
and injuring several security officials,” the TTP spokesperson, Mohammad Khorasani said. Such
attacks on security forces are not rare in the region. Two police personnel were shot dead on
January 8 when unidentified armed men opened fire at them outside a mosque in Multani
Muhala. The latest attack comes as a suicide bombing struck near the Pakistani consulate in
Afghanistan’s Jalalabad city, killing two people just days after four-country talks aimed at reviving
Taliban peace negotiations commenced in Islamabad. Pakistan is one of only two countries
where polio, a crippling childhood disease, remains endemic. Attempts to eradicate it have been
badly hit by militant attacks on immunisation teams that have claimed nearly 80 lives since
December 2012. In 2014 the number of polio cases recorded in Pakistan soared to 306, the
highest in 14 years.

The most recent attack came in November last year, when unknown gunmen shot and killed the
head of an immunisation programme in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa district of Swabi. Militant
opposition to all forms of inoculation mounted after the CIA organised a fake vaccination drive to
help track down al Qaeda’s former leader Osama Bin Laden in the Pakistani garrison town of
Abbottabad. The terror chief was killed during a US special forces raid in 2011. Balochistan, is
also home to a raging insurgency that has claimed the lives of hundreds of soldiers and militants
since it re-ignited in 2004, with rebels often attacking government installations and personnel. The
province’s roughly seven million inhabitants have long complained they do not receive a fair
share of its gas and mineral wealth.

President, prime minister condemns Quetta blast

President Mamnoon Hussain and Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif strongly condemned the blast on
Wednesday. In their separate statements, the two leaders expressed deep sorrow and grief on
the loss of life, Radio Pakistan reported. “The government is committed to stamp out extremism
from the country and the operation will continue till elimination of terrorism,” the premier said in a
statement. “The Pakistan Army has destroyed hideouts of terrorists and is now engaged to
eliminate terrorists,” the statement added. Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar, Balochistan Governor
Mohammad Khan Achakzai, Chief Minister Sardar Sanaullah Zehri and leaders of different
political parties have also condemned the blast.

Every displaced family is being given thirty-five thousand rupees and six-month ration. The return
of Temporarily Displaced Persons of Sipah Tribe of Khyber Agency started today. Sources of
FATA Disaster Management Authority told Radio Pakistan Peshawar representative that twenty
families left Jalozai Camp Nowshehra for their native areas in Khyber Agency. Every displaced
family is being given thirty five thousand rupees and six month ration.

NEWS DESK: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's senior aide Sartaj Aziz said on Tuesday that
Pakistan will not send ground troops for the Saudi-led anti-terror alliance, Express News reported.
“Saudi Arabia has neither asked Pakistan for ground troops nor will Pakistan send any,” Aziz
said, while speaking to media representatives. “Sending our troops to any country is against our
policy. Pakistan never sends its forces for any coalition apart from the United Nations,” the
premier's top aide added. However, the adviser said that Pakistan will keep on sharing
intelligence and send arms and ammunition to the Kingdom whenever required. The statement
came following recent visits by Saudi defence minister and foreign minister to Islamabad to
discuss Pakistan’s role in the coalition. Pakistan on Sunday offered its ‘good offices’ to defuse
tensions between Saudi Arabia and Iran even as it supported the Saudi initiative to establish a
coalition of likeminded Islamic states to counter terrorism and extremism. The offer came from
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif during his meeting with Saudi Deputy Crown Prince and Defence
Minister Prince Mohammad bin Salman, who visited Islamabad as part of the kingdom'’s efforts to
seek Pakistan’s backing for the recently formed Saudi-led coalition.

Mohammad bin Salman, who was the second high-level official from Saudi Arabia to visit
Pakistan in three days, also held talks with army chief General Raheel Sharif at the GHQ in
Rawalpindi. Earlier in the week, Saudi Foreign Minister Adel bin Ahmed al Jubeir visited
Islamabad. The focus of the Saudi defence minister’s discussions both at the PM Office and GHQ
was on securing Pakistan’s support for the Saudi move to cobble together a coalition of 34-nation
Islamic countries as well as current tensions between Saudi Arabia and Iran. In December,
Foreign Office officials had said that Pakistan may have joined the Saudi Arabia-led 34-nation
coalition against terrorism, but it will not support any move that destabilises Syria or strains
Islamabad’s relationship with Tehran. According to the officials, the assurance came from the
federal government during an in-camera session of the Senate Standing Committee on Foreign
Affairs. Prime Minister's Adviser on Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz and Foreign Secretary Aizaz
Ahmed Chaudhry attended the meeting presided over by committee chairperson Senator Nuzhat
Sadiq.

ISLAMABAD: The government on Monday surprised the opposition in the upper house of
parliament by resisting a resolution seeking additional Rs2 billion for the National
Counterterrorism Authority (Nacta), but could not defend its stance during the vote. Moved by
Azam Swati of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), the Senate passed the resolution saying, “This
house recommends that the government should provide an additional amount of Rs2 billion to
Nacta to facilitate its operations and fulfil the requirements of national security.” Though the
resolution was passed, it is not binding on the government. And there was some commotion as
well when it was put to vote before the house. Thirteen senators voted in favour of and nine
against the resolution. “You're opposing more money?” Senate Chairman Raza Rabbani inquired
of State Minister for Interior Balighur Rehman in a light-hearted manner on the latter's opposition
to the resolution. “I am surprised [by the government’s opposition],” Swati told Rehman as he
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tried to explain to the minister that he wanted to help the government through the resolution.
Referring to Rehman’s earlier statement that Rs1.06 billion for Nacta were insufficient, the PTI
leader said: “We should all join hands to strengthen institutions.”

Farhatullah Babar of the Pakistan Peoples Party took the debate to the next level by putting a
question mark over the government's intention to fight militancy. “This move shows that the
government is not interested in fighting militancy.” He said Nacta had no office building and was
housed at the National Police Bureau, adding that against 33 sanctioned posts, it had only five
officers, and against its requirement of Rs2 billion, it had been allocated only Rs1 billion. Under
the law, Nacta’s board of governors, headed by the prime minister, must meet at least once a
quarter, but they have not met even once during the past year. “And yet the government wants us
to believe that it is sincere in fighting militancy.” Defending the government, Lt Gen (retd) Abdul
Qayyum of the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) said that raising questions over
the government’s sincerity was nothing but ‘a political gimmick’. He said he would not have
objected to the resolution if it had not mentioned a particular amount for Nacta. “The resolution
suggests additional Rs2 billion but does not mention its purpose.”

Qayyum claimed that Nacta was in a much better condition since the PML-N took over it and
made it a focal point of the National Action Plan. Slamming the opposition’s remarks, he said:
“Fighting militancy is a top priority of the government.” Meanwhile, Rabbani ruled that the ban
imposed on student unions by martial law administrators was in violation of the Constitution. He
said the house would convert itself into a committee of the whole to look into the matter. During a
debate sought by Rubina Khalid and Hasil Bizenjo over the subject, the Senate members recalled
that military dictators had banned student unions because they had launched a revolt against
Gen Ayub Khan. Members from both sides of the aisle supported the revival of student unions.

NEWS DESK: The US Congress has “stalled” Obama administration’s planned sale of eight new
F-16 fighter jets to Pakistan. In October, the Obama administration said it is preparing to sell eight
new F-16 fighter jets to Pakistan, an overture intended to bolster a tenuous partnership despite
persistent concerns about Islamabad’s ties to elements of the Taliban and quickly expanding
nuclear arsenal. However, the move has now been stalled as lawmakers raised questions about
the end use of the combat aircraft and the relationship between the two countries itself. Several
requests for clarification and information were made by members of the House of
Representatives, effectively “stalling” the process, said a congressional source, according to
the Hindustan Times. At least one member of the Senate, a Democrat, has put a “hold” on the
sale, a legislative process of a request to delay floor action on a measure, a bill, nomination or
sale. In effect, the sale has been “stalled”, multiple congressional sources confirmed. They,
however, clarified at the same time it does not mean the move has been “cancelled”.

The newspaper reported that lawmakers stalled the deal over several issues worrying them. At
recent congressional hearings, key US lawmakers raised a host of questions about the end use
of the F-16 aircraft, including whether it could or would be used against India, and about the US
relationship with Pakistan. Lawmakers seemed troubled also by the overall signal the sale would
send. “I'm concerned about the messages we're sending when we continue to provide Pakistan
security assistance despite Pakistan’s ongoing relationships with the Haggani Network and LeT,”
Eliot Engel, ranking member of the committee, had said. Chairman Ed Royce used the phrase
“Pakistan’s double-dealing” to question the continued flow of cash and arms. From here, there
are two ways the proposed sale could proceed, sources said. One, the administration answers all
the clarifications sought, and lawmakers let it go through. Two, the lawmakers refuse to allow the
use of “foreign military financing”, forcing the administration to look for alternative funding if it still
wants to go ahead with the deal.

PESHAWAR: Special police unit Peshawar on Tuesday apprehended an Afghan terrorist
involved in the attack on police van. On a tip-off, the Special unit of police conducted raid at
Board bazaar bus stop, Peshawar and arrested Hamidullah alias Hamzaullah and shifted him to
undisclosed location for investigation. The accused was involved in an attack on Pishtakhara
police station van in Academy town on September 11, 2015. Police constable Ajmal Khan had
embraced martyrdom while ASI Jamal Shah, head constable Tahir and constable Shehzad had
received injuries.

LAHORE: The Punjab government will set up a special police unit on the pattern of the Istanbul
Riot Police Unit to deal with protesters, Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif said on Sunday. He was
talking to a delegation of the Turkish National Police. “The Punjab will benefit from the experience
of the Turkish National Police in the setting up of Riot Police Unit. Turkish officials will impart
training to the Punjab police officers. There will be a separate uniform for officers of the Riot
Police Unit,” the CM said. The chief minister said that cooperation between Turkey and Pakistan
was increasing. “The Turkish National Police is extending full cooperation for reforms in the police
system and training of police officials in the Punjab,” he said. The chief minister also appreciated
the cooperation of the Turkish National Police for the training of Dolphin Police Force. The
Turkish delegation informed the chief minister that training of dolphin force would be completed
soon and the force would assume its duties from the beginning of March.

Punjab Forensic Science Agency

The chief minister visited the Punjab Forensic Science Agency on Sunday. Presiding over a
meeting at the agency, the chief minister said that the lab was the biggest of its kind in South
Asia. “Samples are sent from several countries to this lab for verification. This is a proof of the
splendid performance of this lab. An automatic database for identification of weapons has
recently been introduced,” he said. He directed the officials to take immediate measures to
transfer the record of weapons to the database. He also gave approval for setting up a database
of fingerprints in the lab. The chief minister said that satellite units of the lab should be set up in
all divisions. “The centres will be of vital importance in the provision of justice,” he said. The chief
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minister directed the officials to complete the process by March. The meeting decided that in the
second phase, satellite centres would be established in all 36 districts. He said that special
attention should be paid to training of officials of Prosecution and Police Departments for the
improvement of criminal justice system. “Taking certain steps is necessary for harmonising the
medico-legal system with the demands of modern age. Recommendations should be presented
after reviewing all necessary issues in this regard,” he said. The chief minister said that the
forensic lab was of vital importance in the investigation of cases. “The Punjab Forensic Science
Agency is rendering commendable services in verification of evidence. The fact that countries like
the US, Great Britain, Norway are sending samples for verification to this lab reflects its efficiency
and performance,” he said. The chief minister said that he was pleased to see the work being
carried out in a professional manner in the agency. He appreciated the performance of Forensic
Science Agency officials. Punjab Forensic Science Agency DG Dr Ashraf Tahir briefed the
meeting about the performance of the institution. Rana Maqgbool Ahmed, Chief Secretary Khizar
Hayat Gondal, the IG police, the Punjab advocate general, the home secretary and the Law
secretary were present.
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DETAILS

KARACHI: The city’s health authorities on Saturday said they had received reports of five patients
who were tested positive for swine flu symptoms during the first half of the current month.“Five
patients with symptoms of swine flu were tested as outdoor patients and their results were positive,”
said Dr Zafar Ejaz, director of health, Karachi, while speaking to Dawn.He said the patients were
tested and treated as outdoor patients by various private hospitals in the city as “no admission was
required to these patients”.Based on reports received from various laboratories of the city, he said the
figure was of the current month to date.“Guidelines and alerts have been issued as readiness if an
emergent situation arises,” he said.He said an alert for swine flu had been issued in the city keeping
in view the deaths caused by the infection in parts of Punjab.Dr Ejaz made it clear that swine flu of
H1N1 strain was not lethal as its mortality rate was 0.5 per cent and it should be taken as seriously
as influenza.Explaining deaths because of it in Punjab, he said the infection could become lethal for
patients with low immunity or those already suffering from serious medical complications.

MITHI: Another child fell victim to the outbreak of diseases and malnutrition in Mithi on Saturday.The
newborn son of Hamza Khaiber died in a private hospital in Mithi town, raising the death toll to 67 in
the past 16 days.Mirpurkhas commissioner Shafig Ahmed Mahisar held meetings with activists of
different non-governmental organisations and asked them to help government functionaries tackle
the situation emerging in the drought-hit Thar, especially after the outbreak of water-borne
diseases.Mr Mahisar told representatives of the various NGOs working in Thar to identify the real
issues of the area and create their awareness among the people.The commissioner told Dawn that
he had asked representatives of 37 NGOs to help local officials serve the people in their difficult
times.He said a seven-member committee formed by him was meeting villagers to know their
grievances.

KARACHI: Provincial Health Minister Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar on Friday said that the liver
transplantation would be started from January 21 at Gambat Institute of Medical Sciences, while it
would also be launched at Dow University of Health Science and SIUT in the next month. He said this
while talking to media persons at his office. The minister said a 100-bed hospital at NIPA Chowrangi
would be made functional during this fiscal year and OPD, Paediatric Wards, Gyane Wards,
Orthopaedic Wards and General Surgery would be functional there. The minister said that Dr Adeeb
Rizvi had rendered a tremendous job and due to his efforts SIUT had become an institution of
international repute and its all requirements were being met. He said to reduce burden of patients on
National Institute of Child Health (NICH), a children hospital in collaboration with Japan was being
made functional under Indus for better health facilities, while the performance of Civil Hospital,
Services Hospital and other public hospitals were being enhanced. He added that the coverage of
vaccination in Thar was more than 85 per cent and its achievement was acknowledged by USAID as
well. The Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto Trauma Centre at the Civil Hospital was one of the
biggest milestones in the history of Pakistan and it was one of the largest health service providers in
Asia, he said. Dahar claimed that action was being taken against ghost staff in the health department
and hundreds of long absentee doctors had been removed from their services.

KARACHI: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has announced poll schedule for local
government elections on reserved seats in Sindh. According to the ECP, nomination papers will be
received from January 20 to 21, and scrutiny will be completed from January 22 to 23. Appeals
against decisions of returning officers will be filed on January 25, and the appeals will be disposed of
until January 27. The ECP has fixed January 28 for withdrawing nomination papers. Polls on
reserved seats in the Metropolitan Corporation, District Council, Municipal Corporation and the
District Municipal Corporation will be held on February 8, while election on reserved seats in union
councils, union committees, town committees and municipal committees will take place on February
14.

KARACHI: lllegal roadside encroachments surrounded the newly formed Saddar and Lucky Star
traffic sections, which is a serious issue as the traffic police was unable to remove them even in front
of their offices. Ensuring smooth traffic and removing blockages from roads that hamper the traffic
flow is the basic responsibility of the traffic police, but due to their sheer negligence even the newly
formed Saddar and Lucky Star traffic sections at the opening of the New Preedy Street were
occupied by the vendors, who have blocked the smooth flow of traffic with dozens of their pushcarts,
selling used shoes and other junk. Answering the question of why the traffic police was not removing
these road hurdles, a traffic official requesting anonymity, said that their high-ups say that the Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) was supposed to remove these illegal encroachments. When asked
if it is not the basic responsibility of the traffic police to remove hurdles in ways of the smooth flow of
traffic, he said that they are asked by their high-ups not to touch vendors and pushcarts even if they
block traffic flow on streets, as it is the job of the KMC. Citizens have to face troubles of lingering
traffic jams because the traffic police are not ready to ensure smooth traffic flow by removing road
hurdles such as the street vendors and their encroachments.

KARACHI: The sewerage system of the city has been choked in many areas and streets and roads
are looking like lakes and prompt action is not being taken to resolve these issues. Citizens say that it
is highly disappointing to see the sewerage water flowing on different roads and even footpaths,
which causes hurdles for the pedestrians. The locals are in the state of agony in the affected areas
due to the negligence of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) and the Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation. Almost every area of the metropolitan faces some sewerage-related issue but the worst
system is in Sadar, New Karachi, Old Golimar, Lyari, MA Jinnah Road and Main University Road.
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The portion of the Main University Road between the Karachi University and the Met Office
Chowrangi is immensely affected due to the breaking of gutter lines and water lines along the road.
This is a year’s old issue but the civic agencies so far have failed to completely resolve it despite the
dozens of repairs. The sewerage water gets mixed with supply lines of drinking water causing the
gastroenteritis diseases. According to medical experts, stagnant water is the main cause of the
diseases like malaria and dengue. Many students and workers remain absent from schools and
workplaces due to the outpouring of gutter water on their streets, which is also harmful for the
economy. The people feel disgusted and blame the government for the sheer negligence, while the
government officials said that the people are equally responsible, who have encroached the main
drains and Nallahs. They also said that the big and small drains of the city, which are the major
sources of draining out gutter and rainwater, have been encroached upon, causing inconvenience for
the people as the water accumulates in their areas as almost 90 percent of the drains passing
through different roads have been encroached and the encroachers have established shops,
markets, houses and buildings over them.

Earlier, in 2013 the Sindh High Court (SHC) directed the authorities concerned to remove the
encroachments from drains but despite the court’s direction, the encroachments are yet to be fully
removed. However, on the directions of the local government including Senior Minister Jam Khan
Shoro and KWSB Managing Director Misbahuddin Fareed visited different areas of the city to
overview the repair work of collapsed sewerage system. Misbahuddin directed superintendent
engineers of district East, West and Central to keep in contact with the people and elected members
for resolving the local issues. He directed the engineers to monitor water supply and sewerage lines
in different areas on permanent basis. He also urged the relevant officers to pay special attention on
the overflow of sewerage water in their respective areas and resolve the issue without any delay.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif presided over a high level meeting which reviewed
the pace of second phase of repair and rehabilitation of rural roads under Khadim-e-Punjab Rural
Roads Programme.

Addressing the meeting, the chief minister said “Pakkiyan Sarkaan, Saukhay Painday” programme is
a milestone in the upliftment of rural economy. He said that this project, which is worth Rs 150 billion,
would change the lifestyle of the rural masses and such a massive programme for the repair and
construction of rural roads is unprecedented in the history of the country. “The Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz government considers progress and prosperity of rural areas its mission and has
therefore started a big programme of construction and repair of rural roads under which carpeted
roads of the highest standard are being constructed,” the CM said, adding that a network of hundreds
of kilometre-long roads would be laid till 2017-18. He said that the programme would strengthen rural
economy and reduce the distance between village and cities. Shahbaz said that the programme is
being implemented speedily so that best transport facilities could be available to the rural population
at the earliest. Maintenance of the roads constructed under this programme is a national
responsibility and overloaded vehicles would not be allowed on these roads, he added. The chief
minister directed that an effective system of axel load management should be evolved and the
committee concerned should finalise its recommendation as soon as possible. He directed that DCOs
and DPOs of the concerned districts should ensure indiscriminate action on overloading on rural
roads constructed and repaired under this programme and a regular report be submitted as it is
national obligation to protect the roads constructed with investment of billions of rupees. IDA meeting:
Meanwhile, the first meeting of Infrastructure Development Authority (IDA) was held under the
chairmanship of Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif, which gave approval to its organisational structure
and other matters. The meeting also gave conditional approval to six months’ budget of the authority.
Speaking on the occasion, the chief minister said that Infrastructure Development Authority has been
set up for ensuring speedy implementation of infrastructure development projects in the province and
the authority will be organised on modern lines. He said that setting up of the authority is of vital
importance for the implementation of infrastructure development projects, adding that the Punjab
government has promoted the culture of timely and transparent completion of projects and IDA will
have to play an active role in this regard.

Provincial Communication and Works Minister Tanvir Aslam Malik, inspector general, Planning and
Development chairman and concerned secretaries also attended the meeting. Condolence message:
Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has expressed deep sense of sorrow and grief over the death
of wife of former Punjab governor Sardar Zulfigar Ali Khan Khosa and mother of Dost Muhammad
Khosa, Hassamud Din Khosa and Saifud Din Khosa. He also condoled the death of the father of
Soneri Bank Chairman Alauddin Farasta. In his separate condolence messages, the chief minister
prayed for eternal peace of the deceased.

LAHORE: Emergency gates would be built on both sides of Kalma Chowk to give a clear and
alternative route to the metro bus in case of any emergency. This was decided during the meeting of
Punjab Mass Transit Authority (PMTA) on Saturday to counter the situation that recently occurred
when a sit-in halted the operations of the bus. Sit-in protests have continuously blocked routes of the
bus at Kalma Chowk and the recent protest by the visually impaired triggered the decision of making
emergency gates. The Lahore Metro Bus System, which was built by the Punjab government to
facilitate the citizens. With an aim to provide safe, efficient and comfortable urban transportation
system in major cities of Punjab, the provincial government established Punjab Metro Bus Authority
(PMA) for construction, operation and maintenance of mass transit system. The number of sit-in
protests at Kalma Chowk was increasing day by day, causing serious losses to PTMA. The authority
had to bear approximately Rs 1.4 million losses to the bus operation due to the recent protest.
Meanwhile, National Engineering Services Pakistan (NESPAK) will make the design of the gates, the
summary of which would be presented to concerned authorities for approval in the coming days.

ISLAMABAD: An official report states that 48 bakeries and restaurants were fined due to unhygienic
conditions of foodstuff whereas 105 other premises were also sealed due to unhealthy and dirty
environment in their kitchens and production areas. According to a report of Ministry of Interior and
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fined, 105 premises Narcotics Control, several actions were taken under West Pakistan Pure Food Ordinance 1960

sealed in capital
Daily Times, January 17, 2016

during last year. Under the comprehensive drive against unhygienic food outlets, a total of 5,779 sites
including restaurants, bakeries and other food outlets had been inspected by the administration.
While carrying out this operation, the concerned departments had fined 48 restaurants due to poor
hygienic conditions. The report further stated that 712 challans had also been submitted in the courts
under sanitation rules by the relevant authorities against those who found in violation with prescribed
criteria to run a food outlet whereas a total of 105 premises were also sealed by the relevant
department last year. A total of 4,325 Kg meat was also confiscated because it was found insecure
for human lives and Rs 6445,000 was imposed on different food outlets by the concerned department
for violations, report stated. It is also declared in the report that the ICT Health Department, Food
Department and the CDA Health Directorate are responsible to check unhygienic conditions and
adulteration in food items in the federal capital. Furthermore, the ICT district health officer has been
notified as Ex-officio food inspector under the West Pakistan Pure Food Ordinance 1960 to check the
quality of food items at food outlets in capital city. Earlier, it had also been observed in the month of
September that the ICT administration took action against the food adulterators and sealed several
food outlets including some famous trademarks on substandard food and poor unhygienic conditions.
While talking to Daily Times, the residents of federal capital showed their dissatisfaction and said that
this process should be carried out on regular bases as they have never seen ICT administration in
action since last four months. They demanded a permanent and regular mechanism to monitor the
quality of food and assurance of hygienic conditions in the hotels of federal capital rather a ‘show off’
operation after the interval of months. The violations which were noticed in the capital city include
washroom in production area, dirty kitchens, dirty and unmanaged freezers, leftover food, spider
webs and dirty ingredient boxes, poor personal hygiene of staff, unvaccinated staffers and
substandard ingredients in recipes, an official of ICT told Daily Times. Responding on the report and
citizen’s criticism on authorities, ADCG Abdul Sattar Esani told Daily Times that besides this report
we are actively working to ensure safe, clean and secure food for the residents of federal capital. We
have established seven teams under the supervision of concerned assistant commissioners to
regularly check the quality of foods and also hygienic conditions on food outlets.

(0eY 1 I Yl [T L (e W JTEI  ISLAMABAD: The residents of federal capital have demanded the civic body for early construction of
stop shelters in capital shelters at the major bus stops in the capital. Commuters are facing a lot of problems in the federal
Daily Times, January 17, 2016 capital due to absence of proper bus stops particularly on Islamabad Highway. Hundreds of
commuters use local transport for traveling in the city but have to wait on roadside and face harsh
weather conditions and other dangers. The commuters are of the view that the Capital Development
Authority (CDA) has yet to install over-head bridges on the main crossing points particularly at Zero
Point Interchange. The residents complained for non existence of the shelters at various bus stops
which includes GPO, Civic Centre, Lal Masjid, Three Number (Sunday Bazar), PIA Eastern side,
CDA, fire brigade, Urdu University and Zero Point are the major bus stops existing without shelters.
Hundreds of commuters daily use local transport for traveling in the city but they wait on the
roadsides facing harsh weather conditions. A commuter Mohsin Ali waiting at Zero Point bus stop
said that he always wait on footpath or the roadside for public transport due to the absence of proper
bus stop and sheds. He said in the summer season, it becomes more difficult for the commuters to
wait in the scorching heat without sheds. The commuters demanded civic body to install sheds and
erect proper bus stops. An International Islamic University (1IU) student Arham Ali pointed out that the
pedestrian bridges erected over different roads are not for senior citizens and persons with
disabilities. A 62 years-old resident of sector G6/2 Gul Khan said that the absence of zebra crossings
at busy roads of the capital are not providing a safe passage to the pedestrians as most of the drivers
have no awareness about zebra crossing so they do not bother to stop and let people cross safely. A
senior official of CDA said that the civic body is planning to construct overhead bridges and bus stops
along with other facilities that were either removed or damaged during the construction work on the
roads and highways.

People advised to be ISLAMABAD: Seasonal influenza viruses can cause mild to severe illness and even death
extra vigilant against particularly in some high-risk individuals. In temperate climates, disease tends to occur seasonally in
: : the winter months spreading from person to person through sneezing, coughing or touching
influenza virus : . ! . X
Daily Times, January 17, 2016 pontamlnated surfaces. Persons at |ncr<-?ased r|s!< for severe dlseqse |nc|uq<?s pregnant women,
’ ’ immune-compromised people, people with chronic underlying medical conditions and those with
respiratory diseases. Seasonal influenza viruses evolve continuously which means that people can
get infected multiple times.

Currently, influenza A (H1N1) and A (H3N2) are the circulating seasonal influenza virus subtypes in
different parts of Pakistan including Punjab, ICT and KPK. In the wake of the recent upsurge in the
number of influenza cases in neighbouring countries like India, Iran and China along with Pakistan in
the recent weeks, it is imperative to be vigilant in detection of any suspected case especially in high-
risk individuals. It is recommended that provincial health departments should have adequate stockpile
of Oseltamivir or Tamiflu that if given during the first three days of illness could help in decreasing the
mortality. The high risk persons may also be vaccinated through a vaccine available in the market
which provides protection against influenza A (H1N1) previously know as swine flu. As such the
swine flu is declared as seasonal flu since 2010 and the virus is causing multiple regional outbreaks
in different countries including Pakistan. However, there is no evidence of any major mutation in the
virus that could result in unusual morbidity and mortality. In case of a suspected case with severe
acute respiratory illness (SARI) is detected by the health professionals, a throat swab sample should
be collected immediately and sent to NIH Islamabad or to an accredited laboratory only in viral
transport medium (VTM) which is providing free of cost diagnostic services for influenza A (H1IN1)
previously called swine flu.

Meanwhile, One can tackle flu virus of any kind including swine flu by taking preventive measures but
the hospitals urgently need to put in place safeguards to protect any patients contracting the deadly
flu. About preventing measures against this disease, Capital's Dengue, TB and Communicable
Diseases Prevention Cell In charge Dr Najeeb Durrani said that one should cover mouth and nose
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when sneezing and hands should be washed frequently with soap and warm water for 15-20
seconds. He also advised wearing of a mask as facemask and respirators may help prevent some
exposure to flu viruses. He also advised avoiding of unnecessary gatherings of people and try to stay
at home. He further said that even patients suffering from simple flu should stay in door and try to
avoid close contact especially with people who have flu. Doctors advise a minimum distance of 6-10
feet from affected person to avoid airborne transmission, he added. He said that high-risk patients
should be more vigilant and visit doctors at the earliest and others should wear a surgical mask if
there is an outbreak in an area. He said that those who can take garlic must have two pods of raw
garlic first in the morning as it strengthens immunity. Those not allergic to milk must take a glass of
hot or lukewarm milk every night with a small measure of turmeric, he added. Children less than five
years of age and elder should also avoid crowded places. Dr Najeeb said that instead of panic,
people should take liquids like soup and water along with fruits. H1IN1 causes a person undergo
fever, headache, body ache, cold, cough, sore throat, runny nose, vomiting and diarrhea. It is
recommended to visit the doctor as soon as a person suffers any of these symptoms, he added.
About treatment of this disease, he said that there is a vaccine available in market and it is required
to be vaccinated every year. The vaccine remains effective for one year and patient is required to be
vaccinated every year before winter season. He said World Health Organisation (WHO) provided
medicine ‘Tamiflu’ as an anti-viral drug to National Institute of Health (NIH) for the prevention or
treatment of the disease. In case of any symptoms of flu, one can get treatment through this
medicine, he added. He said that NIH has diagnostic facilities for this disease and treatment and it is
also provided at other government and private hospitals.

However, hospitals do not have required equipment for protection of health care professionals nor
are the health care facilities are of adequate standards to keep swine flu suspects in isolation, he
maintained. He stressed for vigilance and preparedness among staff of hospitals to handle patients of
swine flu and said that awareness among community members will be crucial. Dr Najeeb said the
isolation units are necessary for flu patients but time barrier nursing may be focused in hospital
during treatment of such patients and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) including facemasks,
face shields and shoes cover to be provided.

RAWALPINDI: Tehsil Municipal Administration (TMA) on Saturday carried out an operation against
several encroachments in the district and confiscated nine trucks loaded with goods. The operation
was launched on the directives of Rawal Town Administrator Imran Qurashi. The operation was
conducted in the area including Igbal road, Liaquar Road, Bara Bazaar, Raja Bazaar, Dhoke Khaba,
Saidpur Road, Commercial Market, Rawal Road and adjoining areas besides confiscating nine trucks
loaded with goods. Town Municipal Officer (TMO) Mir Akmal said that the operation would continue
against encroachments. The operation would remain operative till the elimination of encroachments
in the area, he added. He asked the shopkeepers to remove all encroachments themselves. He
directed the officials to take strict action against those creating hurdles in the smooth flow of traffic.
He said that no one would be allowed to violate rule of law.

KARACHI: K-Electric has announced that its has acquired land in Port Qasim for a 700MW coal-fired
project, which would bring investment of over $1 billion to the country. K-Electric CEO Tayyab Tareen
said that the acquisition of land was an important milestone for the coal project. He added that K-
Electric is committed to its vision of generating and supplying affordable electricity for the consumers.
Tayyab Tareen said that K-Electric entered a Joint Development Agreement (JDA) with China Datang
Overseas Investment Company and China Machinery Engineering Company last year, for the
project. He claimed that JDA with the Chinese giants, for the development of the project, have
progressed considerably since the signing. He ensured that the project would end up diversifying the
fuel mix and lower the generation cost, which would be a positive impact on the consumer.

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) would hold Local Government (LG)
elections on 27 reserved seats for women, peasants, technocrat, youth and non-Muslim members in
Metropolitan Corporation of Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) today (Saturday). The newly elected
chairmen from 50 union councils of federal capital will exercise their right of vote to elect members
against reserved seats of Metropolitan Corporation in federal capital. According to ECP spokesman,
there would be 17 seats of women, three for peasants, three for youth members, three for minority
members and one for technocrat in the second phase of Islamabad Metropolitan Corporation LG
elections. He said that polling would be held today at polling station of IMCB, F-8/4 and time duration
is fixed from 9 am to 5 pm. He further said that for women seats 12 candidates of PML-N, nine from
PTI and four independents are in field to contest election while for peasant seats two candidates of
PML-N, three of PTI, five independent are in field. PML-N fielded three candidates, PTI two and eight
independent candidates are in the field for youth seats. Two candidates of PML-N, three of PTI and
six independent candidates are contesting for the seats of non-Muslim while for technocrat each
party and independent have single candidate. ECP also appointed Chaudhry Aleem Shahab as
district returning officer and Farasat Ali Khan as returning officer for the elections on reserved seats.

RAWALPINDI: Funds worth of Rs 40 million have been released for setting up dispensaries and
completion of other development schemes of ward members for 10 different wards of Rawalpindi
Cantt. MNA Malik Ibrar Ahmad chaired a meeting of ward members of Rawalpindi Cantonment
Board. It was decided in the meeting that funds would be provided from federal and Punjab
government for launching development projects in different wards of Rawalpindi Cantt. Out of Rs 40
million funds, five filtration plants and 50 street lights would be installed in every ward. Funds worth of
Rs 5 million are released for setting up dispensary in Mohalla Zimidaran, Rs 5.5 million for dispensary
at Dhok Mustaqim, Rs 6 million for dispensary at Gulistan Colony, Rs 5 million for Model Bazaar in
Naseerabad, Rs 2.5 million for carpeting streets in ward no 5 and 7 in Mughalabad, Rs 5 million for
setting up dispensary in Ahmadabad and Rs 6 million for dispensary in Dhok Gujran.

ISLAMABAD: Interior and Narcotics Control Parliamentary Secretary Maryam Aurangzeb on Friday
said that 105 premises sealed and a total of Rs 6,445,000 fine imposed on food outlets for violation of
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food safety laws in federal capital during last year. Replying to a question in National Assembly, she
said Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) administration is carrying effective campaigns for last five
months to check hygienic and adulteration in food items in the federal capital. She informed the
house that a total of 57,779 restaurants, bakeries, cafes and other eateries were inspected last year.
During the campaign, 105 outlets were sealed, 4325 kg meat confiscated, 48 restaurants and
bakeries fined under Pure Food Ordinance 1960 and 712 challans submitted in the courts under
sanitation rules, she added. Maryam said that the Health Department of ICT administration is making
daily visits to check the quality of food being sold in small and big restaurants of the capital city.
Samples are being sent to food labs to check their quality, she maintained.

ISLAMABAD: People of sector G7/3 are living without the basic utility of natural gas as the
authorities throw burden to supply gas on each other’s shoulder. CDA is of the view that they have
nothing to do with gas supply whereas federal minister for petroleum relates the issue with the formal
request of CDA. According to reports, there is no gas supply available in the sub sector of the sector
G7/3 in federal capital. The said area is one of the oldest areas of the federal capital and very close
to red zone. The people of area have demanded to provide gas supply as there is no gas from last
five years. The newly elected chairman from this area Advocate Chaudhry Naeem Gujar while talking
to the Daily Times told that the whole sector is facing shortage of gas supply but there is no gas
supply in sub sector three of sector G7/3 from last many years. He blamed the officials of SNGPL for
this issue and said, “we protest in front of relevant authorities but nobody cares”. Several residents of
the area has protested on non-availability of gas from last many years and declared it as
discrimination and violation of basic human rights. The issue was first highlighted by Muttahida
Qaumi Movement's (MQMs) MNA Shaikh Salahudin by asking question from Petroleum and Natural
Resources Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi. In response, the minister has confirmed that people of
the area are living without the supply of natural gas from last five years. The minister further stated
that SNGPL has reported the subject sector is developed by Capital Development Authority (CDA)
and no request has been received from CDA for supply of gas to the above sector. After receipt of
formal request from CDA, the company will proceed further according to the prevailing policy. While
talking to Daily Times the MNA Shaikh Salahudin told that, “It is the duty of government to provide
basic facilities to the masses. | took up this issue on the request of local people of federal capital who
met with me and complained that we are living without gas from last five years.” | also requested
Asad Umer who is the representative from this area to follow this issue, he added. Responding on the
issue, the CDA Spokesperson Ramzan Sajid has told the Daily Times that CDA has nothing to do
with the provision of basic utilities like electricity, gas and telephone. It is the responsibility of
concerned departments like IESCO and SNGPL to provide the utilities to citizens.” The concerned
official of SNGPL and local MNA Asad Umer was not available on phone to respond on the issue.

KARACHI: The provincial Health Department on Thursday issued a swine flu alert in the city after the
deaths caused by the disease in Punjab. Karachi Health Services director has issued notification in
this regard. The heads and medical superintendents of public and private hospitals have been
instructed to establish isolation wards in healthcare centres to deal with suspected swine flu influenza
virus (H1N1). The administration of Civil Hospital Karachi has also been directed to make influenza
lab operational. The deaths were caused by the virus in Multan, Lahore and Rawalpindi recently. The
necessary directives have been issued to all personnel dealing with suspected cases to adopt
preventive measures. The hospitals’ heads must immediately inform the Health Department if
suspected swine flu case reports are in their respective institutions, said a statement. Health
professionals said that swine flu virus mostly attack weaker and less immune people. H1N1 virus of
swine flu contains a combination of genes from swine, avian (bird), and human influenza viruses. Mild
symptoms of the disease might include fever, sore throat, cough, headache, muscle or joint pains,
and nausea and vomiting, or diarrhea, they observed. Initially this virus was discovered in pigs and
transmitted to human. The virus spreads through droplets like coughing, sneezing and using infected
towels and handkerchiefs. According to media reports, three people died of the swine flu in Punjab,
while over 25 have been infected from it so far.

LAHORE: One large fish hatchery in Lahore and five new nurseries in various districts of the
province are being constructed at a cost of Rs 467 million to meet the demand of fish seed in the
province. Punjab Fisheries Director General Dr Muhammad Ayub informed this while talking to
media, who called on him n his office on Thursday. He said that the main objective of the project was
to deliver better fish seed and extension services to the fish farmers for the promotion of fisheries
sector in Punjab. He stated that a large hatchery was being established in Lahore at Bhaseen area
on 60 acres of land at a cost of Rs 254 million, whereas five nurseries consisting on six acres each in
Pakpattan, Mandi Bahauddin, Narowal, Chiniot and Nankana Sahib at a cost of Rs 197 million, while
Rs 16 million would be spent on the office management. He said that through establishment of large
fish seed hatchery and nursery units in five districts, production of additional three million quality fish
seed of culturable fish species could be made possible, as well as problems of fish farmers would
also be addressed, given the fact that these districts are lacking this facility. Dr Ayub said that for the
growth of fish in fish farming sector, besides Cage Culture and Race Way Culture, Bio Floc
Technology, Pro Biotics Technology and Genetically Modified Organism is being used worldwide for
the rapid growth in production of fish. The Fisheries DG said through Intensive Fish Seed Rearing,
baby fish could be produced at small places and, in this regard, experts and professionals of
Fisheries Department have made successful experiments at Mian Channu and Faisalabad. “In order
to make aquaculture a state-of-the-art activity, sub-agency of the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organisation’s technical cooperation for good aquaculture practices are being introduced
to improve and promote fish farming sector to garner quality production,” he concluded.

ISLAMABAD: State Minister for Capital Administration and Development (CAAD) Dr Tariq Fazal
Chaudhry has ordered to conduct an inquiry into irregularities in country’s largest hospital Pakistan
Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS). The minister has issued these orders while presiding over a
high-level meeting on Thursday. The minister also ordered a high-level inquiry for misconduct in
PIMS and malpractices in purchase of medicines for the patients. During the visit of PIMS, the CADD
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minister also ordered the inquiry against the concerned authorities for insufficient facilities in
emergency and inadequate arrangements of cleanliness in the hospital. The minister also ordered to
take strict action against responsible persons.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif Thursday asked the US-Pakistan Business Council to
play its role in urging the US lawmakers to allow preferential market access to Pakistani goods.

Addressing the US-Pakistan Business Council (USPBC) Business Delegation at the Prime Minister's
House during a luncheon meeting, the prime minister expressed confidence that the council would
also continue to play an active role in sharing with the larger US business community, positive
experiences of doing business with and investing in Pakistan. He said the Pakistani nation was now
on a course of realising its true potential as a democratic country with strong institutions and a vibrant
economy. He said Pakistan was among the few places in the world that offers the promise of
resources, geography and people, all at the same time. Increasing urbanisation, favourable
demographics, a growing middle class and economically empowered women and youth are some of
the key drivers of the growth. Nawaz said Pakistan also has one of the most attractive investment
regimes in the world, which allows foreign investors 100% repatriation of profits and easy
convertibility into foreign exchange. He said Pakistan believes the private sector to be the engine of
economic growth and consider foreign investment as a necessary catalyst for creating more
economic opportunities. “We believe that a vibrant private sector is essential to a government'’s ability
to provide the best possible services to its citizens,” he said. “My government is committed to
providing an enabling environment, sustained by institutional structures that facilitate and allow the
private sector to flourish,” he added. The prime minister mentioned the recently launched $46 billion
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and said it was a mark of growing confidence in Pakistan’s
economy and its future potential. This programme will spur regional economic integration and bring
prosperity to the entire region and beyond, he said, adding that the United States remains one of the
most important economic and trading partners of Pakistan. He said leading US companies have
invested billions of dollars in Pakistan and are making healthy profits. He said the past testifies to the
fact that those US companies that invested in Pakistan did reap rich dividends. The future promises
to be even better. The delegation comprised US-Pakistan Business Council Chairman Miles Young,
Mehmood Khan, Vice Chairman, and the US Ambassador to Pakistan David Hale. The 14-member
delegation comprised US businessmen, executives, investors, and industry leaders. The prime
minister said the US Chamber of Commerce epitomises American enterprise and dynamism. He said
through the US-Pakistan Business Council, the Chamber has been a close and trusted partner of
Pakistan and has made commendable efforts to promote business-to-business collaboration between
Pakistan and the United States. He said it has in the process further strengthened relations between
the two countries. He particularly thanked Chairman Miles Young and his team for their efforts in this
regard and expressed confidence that the visit will go a long way in opening up new avenues for
trade and investment flows between Pakistan and the United States. Nawaz reaffirmed his
commitment to this enduring partnership which, he said, has worked so well for the two sides in the
past, and promises even richer dividends in the future. He said Pakistan and the United States have
been partners and close allies since its independence in 1947. He said besides the close bilateral
relationship between the two countries in the political sphere, the two countries, over the years, have
forged an equally impressive economic partnership. The US has been, and remains, one of the major
sources of investment in Pakistan, he said and added it was also a key market for Pakistan’'s
merchandise exports. Nawaz said Pakistan was a vibrant country of 180 million enterprising and
hardworking people and mentioned the multi-faceted and daunting challenges that the country faces.
He, however, regretted that it was not reported as accurately, saying significant strides have been
made in addressing these challenges. Referring to Pakistan’s internal security situation, the prime
minister said it was a prerequisite for an environment conducive to growth, and said it has registered
impressive improvement. He said it was also true for governance and public service delivery. The
prime minister said Pakistan’s robust macroeconomic indicators speak for themselves. “Having
suffered the ravages of terrorism for years, we, as a nation, have decided to put an end to it,
whatever the cost. Our comprehensive counter-terrorism operation, Zarb-e-Azb, is yielding
encouraging results. The year 2015 witnessed the lowest number of terror attacks since 2007. We
will make every effort that this trend continues to its logical conclusion,” Prime Minister Nawaz said.

RAWALPINDI: A control room has been set up in the office of the Executive District Officer EDO
(Health) Rawalpindi to provide information and guidelines to the citizens about swine flu. EDO Health
Dr Arshid Ali Sabir said that swine flu is caused by a virus that is transmitted to the people through
coughing. He said that one could catch this disease if he or she shakes hands with a patient of swine
flu adding that it is a contagious disease. He further said that swine flue patients should cover their
faces with mask and wash their hands with soap repeatedly. If someone contracts the disease then
he or she should approach the nearest hospital as soon as possible as free testing facility has been
made available in every hospital, he added. The control room will remain open round-the-clock and
the citizens have been asked to contact on phone number 0514831965.

ISLAMABAD: As the operation against the commercial use of residential units is underway in the
federal capital, Building Control Enforcement Directorate and magistrate of the authority have sealed
three houses in the residential sectors for commercial use. These houses were being used for
commercial activities. During the operation on Thursday, concerned formations of the authority have
sealed House No 2-B street 10 F8/3 construction company office, House No 10 street 37 F8/1 Care
International Company office and House No 224 Margalla Road F10/3 property office. To discourage
the commercial activities in the residential areas, 90 houses have been sealed by CDA uptil now.
CDA chairman has directed the concerned formations of the authority to expedite the ongoing
operation against the commercial use of residential units in the capital city.

RAWALPINDI: The residents of Kamalabad held a protest demonstration against low gas pressure
on Wednesday. The protesters blocked Kamalabad chowk and burnt tyres and chanted slogans
demanding regular and full supply of gas. The traffic was suspended on link roads that irked the
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motorists. According to reports, the women of Kamalabad, Mohallah Shah Faisal, Shah Khalid, Bakra
Mandi and adjoining areas gathered at the main Chowk and protested against low gas pressure.
They claimed they are unable to prepare meals and are compelled to buy food from hotels. The
protesters demanded prompt action for restoration of gas pressure saying that they could not afford
to buy breakfast, lunch and dinner from restaurants. Cantonment Board Member Haji Zafar Igbal
assured the residents that their issue would be resolved. Later, the protestors dispersed peacefully.

Action against six ISLAMABAD: The Health Department of Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) has taken strict action
outlets taken to prevent against six medical stores during last two years that were found operating without drugs sale license.

illegal sale of medicines
Daily Times, January 14, 2016

The department during routine field visits in the year last two years, the concerned authorities took
strict action against those outlets who do not have license for the sale of medicines under provisions
of Drug Act 1976 including sealing of premises and prosecution. According to Ministry of Interior on
Wednesday, at present no medical store is running without drug sale license. With regard to steps
taken to ensure sale of drugs in accordance with the law, the ministry said that the sale of drugs in
the federal capital was previously regulated in accordance with ICT drug sale rules, 1989. However,
the said rules have been replaced with ICT drug rules 2013 which provides for better and more
effective regulation. Drug sale licenses are being issued to the premises fulfiling the prescribed
criteria. Strict monitoring of sale of drugs is ensured by Health Department and regular field visits are
being conducted to have effective monitoring. Moreover, the ministry said that in order to enhance
coordination with Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) to curb spurious drugs and other cognisable
offences under Drug Act, 1976. A representative of FIA has been notified as member of ICT Quality
Control Board (QCB). The step shall contribute in ensuring quality drugs and medicines to residents
of the federal capital.

53,284 treated in three ISLAMABAD: A total 53,284 patients suffering from TB, hepatitis, cardiac, kidney and thalassaemia
months have been treated in PIMS, FGPC and CDA Hospital from June to August back in 2015. In a written
Daily Times, January 14, 2016 reply to the Senate, the State Minister for Capital Administration and Development Division (CADD)
Tarig Fazal Chaudhry said that Pakistan Institute of Medical Science (PIMS) has treated 20,177
patients. The Federal Government Hospital (FGPC) has treated 18,579 patients and Capital
Development Authority (CDA) Hospital treated 14,528 patients of TB, hepatitis, cardiology, kidney
and thalassaemia in three months, he added. Tariq Fazal further said that the government has taken
several steps to control the diseases in the federal capital adding that the FGPC hospital is providing
free of cost medicine to the patients. The minister said that the doctors through health education did
diseases prevention. The instructions of doctors helped in preventing diseases and their
complications like TB, hepatitis and cardiac. Tariq Fazal said that TB and hepatitis vaccination is also
provided for protection from such diseases. CDA hospital has organised separate health promotion
and prevention sessions for patients in which counseling is done to control diseases on routine basis,
he added.

ALY QeI @] T NIl Ml ISLAMABAD: The government has started work on adoption of Urdu as an official language on
of Urdu as official priority, Advisor to prime minister on National History and Literary Heritage Irfan Siddiqui said on
: Wednesday. While addressing the meeting of National Language Promotion Department (ldara
I;;;:}?%;g: .Il(a:r?:(asrygtlf 2016 Faroogh-e-Quami Zuban), he said that the implementation of Urdu as an official and office language
¢ ’ in the country is a constitutional obligation. He said that the government has started work to achieve
this goal on priority basis under the directions of the Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and in pursuance of
the order of the Supreme Court of Pakistan. “Idara Faroogh-e-Quami Zuban would play a central role
to achieve the ultimate goal of implementation of Urdu as official language of Pakistan and it shall
become a vital instrument to ensure training, provision of literature and other facilities to the
government and semi government organisations as well as to the public,” he added. He further said
that the government is taking effective measures to fulfill constitutional and legal requirements as per
the directives of apex court. He said that a ministerial committee has been constituted by the
government headed by Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting Senator Parvaiz Rashid.
He emphasised the need to adopt proactive approach in view of the availability and utility of modern
technologies and techniques in promotion of Urdu language. He also directed the organisation to
focus on providing the same technical facilities on the pattern of English language and said that such
modern technological facilities would help flourish the national language and will be compatible with
modern trends used in computer linguistics. He said that these initiatives would make it possible to
release the objectives of implementing Urdu as official language in the country. He said Muktadra
Qaumi Zuban had the honour of being headed by renowned intellectuals and scholars of the country
who served this important organisation. Earlier, the PNLPA Executive Director Tehseena Jahan
along with other senior officials briefed the advisor about structure, objectives and performance.

(o ToJ| IR (oW [ W C\ACTI VAR ISLAMABAD: Realising the need for improved health facilities for residents of the federal capital, the
bed hospital government is working on plans to build more hospitals and medical facilities to expand the present
Daily Times, January 14, 2016 ones. According to sources, the government is working on a project to launch state-of-the-art cancer
hospital for the federal capital during the current fiscal year. There is another proposal under
consideration to set up a 300-bed general hospital in federal capital to reduce workload on main
hospitals like Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) and Polyclinic. PIMS has been catering
to medical needs of 10,000 patients daily on an average. These patients come from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, FATA, Gilgit Baltistan, Azad Jammu and Kashmir and northern Punjab. The hospital
has free of charge diagnostic facilities of X-ray laboratory, ECG, ETT, EEG and other tests for public
as well as government servants and their dependent family members, ambassadors of foreign
countries, judges and parliamentarians. Despite numerous health facilities in the capital, the patient
care needs to be upgraded. State Minister for Capital Administration and Development (CADD) Dr
Tariqg Fazal Chaudhry agreed that health care facilities had not been upgraded despite increase in
population of capital over long time. The government is taking steps to expand capacity of PIMS and
Polyclinic. Polyclinic will be expanded within months as the CDA has given possession of 20 kanal
area to the hospital where previously Argentina Park was located. The minister is also aware of lack
of health facilities in rural areas of the federal capital. The real task is to improve condition of Basic
Health Units (BHUs) and Rural Health Centres (RHCs). It is being planned to send doctors of PIMS
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and Polyclinic to Basic Health Units and Rural Health Centres on rotation to ensure patients to get
better medical treatment.

ISLAMABAD: Two petrol pumps were sealed and two fined after raids conducted by the capital
administration on Tuesday, administration officers said.They said the raids were part of a campaign
launched on directives from Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan to make sure substandard fuel
was not sold.Capital administration teams supervised by the Additional Deputy Commissioner Abdul
Sattar Esani and Assistant Commissioner City Kamran Cheema went to inspect filling stations in G-9,
F-8 and in Rawal Dam Chowk.A petrol pump in G-9 Markaz was sealed and another in the same
area was fined Rs100,000, the district administration sources said.A filling station in F-8 was told not
to sell fuel and its nozzles removed and a filling station at Rawal Dam Chowk was also
sealed.Samples of fuel were taken to be tested to ascertain their quality, the sources said.They said
the filling stations fined or sealed were selling substandard fuel and that cigarettes were being sold in
their shops as well.The initiative was taken after reports of adulterations and substandard fuel being
sold in the city.Complaints were also lodged by residents who said that filling stations were asking to
be paid extra for the same amount of petrol when they wanted just a litre or more.The sale of open
fuel, in bottles and cans, is prohibited because it endangers lives and property. Also, the sources
said, stations can get away with selling less fuel for more money that way.

MITHI: Malnutrition and waterborne diseases claimed lives of seven more children in different parts
of Thar on Monday, raising the death toll to 41 since the beginning of this month.Rajab Rahimoon
died at the Mithi Civil Hospital, Nagarparkar's Eshwer Lal died at a Karachi hospital while his twin
sister had died a week ago in their village.Four other babies died in different parts of the desert
region while being taken to hospitals. So far 18 children have died at the Mithi Civil Hospital.Besides,
more than 100 ailing children were brought to hospitals in Mithi, Diplo, Nagarparkar, Islamkot,
Chhachhro and other towns of the district. Thar conditions still severe, says commissioner Mirpurkhas
Commissioner Shafiq Ahmed Mahesar has admitted that despite best efforts of government
functionaries, conditions in Thar are still severe due to an outbreak of diseases in remote villages of
all the six talukas of the district.

Talking to Dawn on Monday during a visit to different areas of Nagarparkar, Mr Mahesar said that
child marriage, malnutrition and lack of healthcare facilities were main issues of the desert area,
which posed a serious challenge to the government.He said that doctors and even lady health
workers were not performing their duties properly in some areas. “I have warned all lady health
workers during my meeting with them to either work properly or be ready for action,” he said.He said
the more than 215 dispensaries in the district were those that were built by nazims who used them as
their autags and did not want doctors and other staff to be posted there.He claimed that all main
hospitals including the Mithi Civil Hospital were providing best healthcare facilities after release of
funds by the Sindh government.“As soon as we get directives from the Sindh government we will
begin distributing wheat among people,” he said.He said that Thar might be declared as calamity-hit
within 15 days in the light of report of a seven-member committee.

RAWALPINDI: A report sent by the special branch of Rawalpindi police to the provincial authorities
has revealed that over 130 stores that refill small liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) cylinders from
domestic cooking gas cylinders have been operating across the Rawalpindi district.Although the
government has banned the sale of underweight, small cylinders and their refilling from domestic
cooking gas cylinders, the practice has continued across the city. As many as 133 shops engaged in
the illegal practice were identified by special branch field officials.The report stated that natural gas is
a basic need for everyday life, and that demand for natural gas increased during the winter. It said
that consumers had turned to illegally refilling gas cylinders due to low gas pressure and gas load
shedding.Citing incidents of gas leaks and cylinder explosions, the special branch pointed out areas
where such shops were operating without any interference from police or local authorities.According
to the report the shops involved in illegally refilling gas are located in Gujar Khan, Kalar Syedan, Kotli
Sattian, Mandra, Wah Saddar, Saddar Barooni, Pirwadhai, Waris Khan, Morgah, Civil Lines,
Naseerabad, Rawat, Sadigabad, Race Course, Naseerabad, R.A. Bazaar, Cantt and Murree.Report
by police’s special branch claims many vendors are operating in densely populated, sensitive
locations

Over 14 incidents involving gas leaks and fires have taken place in various parts of the city. More
than seven people have died and many more have been injured, including minors, and the loss to
public property has been worth millions of rupees.The report went on to say that the situation had
worsened, as illegal gas vendors were refilling cylinders in densely populated areas and close to
sensitive installations.Ilt said the majority of vendors engaged in the practice are located in
Murree.“Refilling gas cylinders is an unsafe process — it always has a risk of explosions, and
endangers people’s lives,” a special branch official said. A resident of Chontra village said there were
over 25 such shops operating in his village.“There is no gas supply in our village. We have no choice
but to refill small gas cylinders from such shops operating near our homes,” he said. He said that
authorised dealers were not permitted to refill small gas cylinders, and that they used to exchange
company filled cylinders with empty ones.“How can a villager go to authorised dealers to have small
gas cylinders filled if he cannot purchase more than three or four kilograms of natural gas,” he
said.On Sunday a couple and their three year old granddaughter were injured when a gas cylinder
exploded in their home in Azizabad, in the Race Course area.Mohammad Aslam, 65, Saeda Bibi, 60,
and Obaida, 3, all sustained burn injuries because they were trapped in their house when a fire
started from the cylinder explosion. The victims were moved to the Holy Family Hospital, where they
are stated to be in critical condition.On the other hand, the police claimed that seven individuals from
various parts of the city have been arrested after they were caught refilling gas cylinders, and cases
have been registered against them.
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CNG Prices in
Pakistan - After almost four
decades of mistrust and acrimony,
relations between Pakistan and Russia
are warming up. Moscow offered the supply
of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) to Islamabad
and stressed the need to develop direct shipping
and air links and establish banking channels to
multiply the bilateral trade. This offer was made in
the first ‘Pakistan-Russia Investment Forum’ that
was jointly organised here by the Board of
Investment (Bol) and the Russian Business
Council for Cooperation with Pakistan (BCCP)
here on Thursday on the sidelines of the 4th
session of the Pakistan-Russia
Intergovernmental  Commission  on
trade, economic, scientific and
technical cooperation
(IGC).
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