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DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: While 2015 proved to be positive in terms of some landmark decisions taken both
nationally and internationally to deal with climate change, the country also had a fair share of
challenges.The government reinstated the Ministry for Climate Change (MoCC) in a bid to pay
more attention to climate related issues and deal with them effectively. In 2013, when the present
government came into power, it downgraded the environment ministry to a division, eliminating its
ability to make high-level decisions. However, in February 2015, the PML-N government restored
the ministry and Senator Mushahidullah Khan was appointed as its minister. The move was
warmly welcomed by environmentalists, who termed it as a good gesture that climate change was
a priority area for government. Countries across the globe reached a historic agreement at the UN
climate change conference in Paris, in the last month of outgoing calendar year, after negotiating
for two decades. They adopted an international accord aimed at transforming the world’s fossil
fuel-driven economy, within decades, and slowing the pace of global warming. The agreement will
be legally binding if joined by at least 55 countries — together responsible for at least 55 per cent of
global greenhouse emissions. Such parties will need to sign the agreement in New York between
22 April 2016 and 21 April 2017, and also adopt it within their legal systems through ratification,
acceptance, approval, or accession.

Every country had to submit its carbon control plan, called intended nationally determined
contributions, by October 30 but Pakistan submitted it to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change secretariat just few days before the UN conference, missing the
submission deadline.Two earthquakes struck the country in last two months of the departing year.
The first one, on October 26, killed 300 people, injured more than 1,000 and turned thousands
homeless in most parts of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. No effective measures could be taken, after the
2005 earthquake, for implementation of building regulations as improvised and re-notified by the
Pakistan Engineering Council in 2007, and the hazards continued to turn into disasters. The issue
of municipal and hospital waste management remained unaddressed in the federal capital during
the year. Air and water pollution continued to rise across the country in absence of an integrated
environmental monitoring system due to negligence, and shortage of funds and technical
staff.During the year, the federal cabinet also approved accession to the Nagoya Protocol on
access to genetic resources and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from their utilisation.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif took notice of poor condition of forests in the country and directed the
MoCC to initiate prompt remedial measures. As a result, first forest policy was drafted, which is yet
to finalise. Provinces finally notified their respective committees for implementation of National
Climate Change Policy in April but after formation of committees no further progress could be
made in this regard. The Islamabad High Court (IHC) constituted an environmental commission to
report about condition and factors degrading environment in Islamabad. The commission
submitted its proposals to IHC but no practical steps could be taken for betterment of
environmental issues in the federal capital. Metro Bus project and first phase of signal-free
Islamabad Expressway projects were built without conducting any environmental impact
assessment study by the Capital Development Authority. Pak-EPA also continued to fail in
implementing environmental regulations. No practical steps could be taken to control rising level of
pollution in Rawal Lake and Simli Dam.

BAHAWALPUR: Bahawalpur Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education has included
questions related to terrorism and dengue in the syllabus of Secondary and Intermediate
examinations. The Board Chairman Prof Rana Masood Akhtar here Friday stated that questions
pertaining to terrorism and dengue would be included in the subjects of Biology, General Science
and Pakistan Studies of class 9th.

Similarly, questions related to terrorism would also be part of Islamiat and dengue in Pakistan
Studies at Intermediate level, he further stated. Meanwhile, it is also reported that the Punjab
Finance Department has issued funds of Rs 60.8 million to education department Bahawalpur.
According to the official sources here Friday, the funds would be utilized for development of
Elementary and Pri-mary education in the district. Overall funds of Rs 2.2 billion were issued to 36
districts of Punjab.

ABBOTTABAD: Earthquake tremors were felt in Islamabad and parts of Khyber-Pakhtunkwa on
Saturday, Express News reported.The epicentre of the quake was reported to be in the Hindu
Kush range, with the earthquake measuring 5.8 on the richter scale, according to Radio
Pakistan.Tremors were felt across Chitral, Dir, Mianwali, Shangla, Malkand, Lahore, Rawalpindi,
Peshawar and Islamabad. Following tremors, people rushed out of their homes and buildings amid
panic.Tremors were also felt in seven Hazara districts including Haripur, Abbottabad, Mansehra,
Battagram, Torghar, upper and lower Kohistan.Meanwhile, mobile phone services have been
disrupted in some areas of K-P following the earthquake.No loss of life or damage to property has
been reported thus far.Saturday’s earthquake comes just a few days after an earthquake
measuring 6.9 on the richter scale, jolted parts of Pakistan and Afghanistan.It caused buildings to
sway in Islamabad and Twitter users as far away as New Delhi said they felt the quake’s impact.At
least one person was killed and dozens injured in the December earthquake in Gilgit-Baltistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. No casualty or damages were reported from the twin cities.

KARACHI: As many as 3,692 dengue fever cases were reported across the Sindh in 2015, while
the dreadful disease claimed 11 lives in Karachi the same year.

Sindh Dengue Prevention and Control Programme’s annual report said that of the total 3,692
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dengue cases detected from Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2015 across the province, 3,596 cases were
reported from Karachi alone.Giving break-up of the dengue cases reported during 2015, the report
said 40 cases were reported from Hyderabad, nine from Larkana, eight from Mirpurkhas, seven
from Umerkot, six from Jamshoro, four from Shaheed Benazirabad, three each from Thatta,
Sukkur, Ghotki and Sanghar, two each from Matiari, Badin and Tharparkar and one each from
Dadu, Shikarpur, Jaccobabad and Naushahro Feroze.

After the deadly earthquake in October, | overheard a reasonably educated looking man telling his
friend at Centaurus in Islamabad: “| tell you these earthquakes and all natural disasters are
befalling us because of the immodest way in which our girls are dressed, and how they chat and
mix up with boys.” | felt a strong urge to tell the man that if his logic was correct then there should
be more earthquakes and natural disasters in the West were girls dressed even more immodestly
by our standards, and their interaction with male counterparts is even greater. But the data of
earthquakes and other natural disasters suggest that is obviously not the case.

It is time we shed our age-old superstations and try to look at the rational and scientific reason
behind natural disasters and calamities. Is it too difficult to understand the phenomenon of
earthquakes in terms of shifting of tectonic plates under the Earth’s surface? The movement of
plates can cause fissures that are called fault-lines. Places that are located on or near such fault-
lines are more prone to temblors. Islamabad unfortunately is also situated on one such fault-line,
thus making it more prone to earthquakes.

CHITRAL: A week-long training session on disaster risk reduction concluded here on Friday.A
large number of representatives from civil society and BLSOs from lower and upper Chitral,
including Drosh, Chitral town, Booni, Mastuj, Laspur, Yarkhun, Mulkhow and Torkhow, participated
in the training programme held at the office of an NGO in Balach.

During different sessions, the participants were briefed on how to reduce the risk of human and
property losses and damages in case of a natural disaster. The speakers on the occasion shared
their own experiences of coping with the recent floods and the Oct 26 earthquake with the
participants.At the end of the session, the participants were also provided emergency kits to be
used in providing training to other people. The participants were asked by the organizers to
arrange at least one awareness programme in their respective areas to share the information
attained during the sessions with the community members.

They were also told that though natural disasters cannot be stopped or accurately predicted, by
adopting safety measures and creating awareness among the masses, the losses can be reduced
to a large extent.

TIMERGARA: The Pakistan Army’s Jandol Battalion on Thursday distributed relief items among
150 families displaced following destruction by the October 26 earthquake in the area.A function in
this regard was held in Jandol where battalion commander Col Faisal Amin distributed wheat flour,
warm clothes, quilts, blankets and other edible items among heads of the affected
families.Speaking on the occasion, Col Amin said that the Pakistan Army would cooperate with the
local administration in rehabilitation process in the area. He said that troops had been engaged in
the relief and rehabilitation activities after the earthquake. He said that all the quake-affected
people had been registered.The local people on the occasion appreciated the Pakistan Army for
maintaining law and order in the area and their role in the relief and rehabilitation activities. They
demanded of the government to allow the Pakistan Army to permanently station in the area so that
the nearby Pak-Afghan border could be secured.

Also in the day, Jamaat-i-Islami MNA from Swat Ayesha Syed visited the district jail, Timergara,
and met with the women prisoners. She was accompanied by assistant commissioner Mohammad
Ayaz, jail superintendent Attaullah Khan, JI women wing leader Alia Begum and women district
councillors. The MNA distributed warm clothes, blankets, food and non-food items among the
women prisoners. She visited different barracks and also met with children.The prisoners informed
her about their problems in the jail. The MNA assured them that she would ask the quarters
concerned to solve the problems being faced by the women and children in the jail. Meanwhile, the
police claimed to have recovered three Klashnikovs, one rifle, three guns, 37 pistols, 42 chargers,
600 cartridges and two repeaters during different raids in the jurisdiction of Timergara police
station.

LAHORE: District administration has directed the administration of towns of the city to utilize all
available resources for dengue control in their respective areas.District Coordination Officer (DCO)
Capt. (R) Muhammad Usman Wednesday gave special assignments to the Town Administrators to
further intensified anti dengue campaign.He said 100 percent implementation of the anti-dengue
regulations should be ensured, adding that no negligence would be tolerated in this regard.The
DCO instructed all relevant departments to work for eradication of dengue on war footing. He
mentioned that focus should be made especially on indoor and outdoor surveillance for getting
desired results.DCO urged the people to play their due role to ensure clean environment around
their surroundings for the sake of avoiding dengue attack

LAHORE: During 2015, there were several public health emergencies in the provinces. The Health
Department tried to contain outbreaks of dengue and diphtheria and overcrowding at hospitals.The
year saw a record number of diphtheria and dengue cases. A polio case was also registered. The
Punjab government stepped up its immunisation campaign. As many as 36deaths were officially
recorded due to diphtheria and dengue between January and December 2015. Patients of both
diseases overwhelmed the health infrastructure in the province.According to official records, 155
cases of diphtheria were reported in the Punjab. Out of the patients, 28 died. In Lahore, 55
children suffering from diphtheria were brought to the Children’s Hospital. Out of these, 18 died.

Most of the deaths were blamed on a shortage of the diphtheria antitoxin. However, Health
Department officials said that the outbreak was under control and the required vaccine had been
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imported.Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif took notice and constituted a committee to investigate the
deaths. The results of the inquiry are yet to be presented to the chief minister.The Health
Department and the Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI), Pakistan also took steps to
increase immunisation coverage in the province, especially in areas where diphtheria cases were
reported. The EPI also proposed that the dose of diphtheria vaccine be increased.

A surge in dengue patients was also recorded in 2015, with more than 4,300 registered cases.
Rawalpindi saw an outbreak of dengue with the highest number of patients, 3,289.According to the
Health Department data, there were 360 cases in Multan and 119 in Lahore. In 2014, around
1,350 cases were registered.

The Health Department claimed that it had brought the outbreak under control. It said that the
situation had been normalised with a 99 per cent improvement recorded in the Punjab. Most cases
were reported in four areas of Rawalpindi: Rawal Town, Chaklala Cantonment, Saddar
Cantonment and Potohar Town. The Health Department said that a lack of awareness was the
major reason behind the outbreak.The Dengue Expert Advisory Group (DEAG) monitored the
situation using a system introduced by the Punjab Information Technology Board
(PITB).Surveillance activities were carried out to identify dengue larvae sites. More than 58,000
larvae sites were reported from Lahore district. The department said that more than 1,600,000
containment activities were performed in 2015. In Rawalpindi, 8,000 containment activities were
being carried out daily.In Lahore, around 1.6 million children below the ages of five will be
administered polio drops by the EPI during 2016.During 2015, paramedics also held protests
demanding a better service structure.

KARACHI: As many as 3,692 dengue fever cases have been reported across the Sindh province
in 2015, out of which 3,596 were detected in Karachi alone, while dengue fever claimed eleven
precious lives last year and all were reported from Karachi.

The yearly report released by Dengue Prevention and Control Program Sindh revealed that 11
people died of deadly dengue viral fever in 2015 and all cases were reported from Karachi.A total
3,692 dengue fever cases were reported from Sindh province from 1st January 2015 to 31st
December 2015, out of which 3,596 were detected in Karachi.Report further stated that 40 cases
were reported from Hyderabad, nine from Larkana, eight from Mirpurkhas, seven from Umerkot,
six from Jamshoro, four from Shaheed Benazirabad, three each from Thatta, Sukkur, Ghotki &
Sanghar, two each from Matiari, Badin & Tharparkar, one each from Dadu, Shikarpur, Jaccobabad
and Naushahro Feroze .

RAWALPINDI: With winter setting in, hospitals in Rawalpindi continue to receive dengue patients
casting doubts on the efforts made by the Punjab government and the district health to curb the
spread of the virus.Information gathered from the district health department reveals that three
major hospitals in Rawalpindi received a total of 3,900 dengue cases since January 1, 2015. The
Holy Family Hospital (HFH) confirmed 1,606 cases of dengue till December 30 while Benazir
Bhutto Hospital received 1,800 cases and the District Headquarters Hospital received 500 cases.

Abul Waheed, 25, a resident of Mohalla Faroogabad, Dhoke Mustageem, was brought to HFH two
days ago with dengue.When contacted, executive district officer health Dr Arshad Ali Sabir said
that he was not sure about the causes that led to Abdul Waheed contracting dengue. He said that
the anti-dengue campaign of the government ended in mid of November after the start of winter.
He said that adult dengue mosquito could not survive in winter.Regarding anti-dengue efforts of
the district health department, Dr Sabir said that his department had started a door-to-door
surveillance to locate eggs of dengue. He said that breeding of the dengue mosquito would start in
March or April and the health department wanted to destroy the eggs before March 2016.The
health official further said that his department had carried out the IRS, cold fogging, and thermal
fogging to control destroy the breeding ground of mosquitoes.

RAWALPINDI: Punjab government has formed divisional and district committees to survey 812
buildings in the Rawalpindi Division that have been declared dangerous to avoid any untoward
incident in case of earthquakes or other natural calamities.The police commissioner will head the
divisional committee which will include superintendent engineers from the building department and
officials from provincial highway, public health department, housing department and the local
government.The district committees will be headed by district coordination officers and will include
executive engineers from the building department and officials from all the departments that are
part of divisional committees.The committee will present the provincial government with data about
the status of the ‘dangerous’ buildings and with recommendations for evacuation plans, and plans
for demolition and repair work.

The teams will carry out fresh surveys of the buildings in the division through a specially developed
smart phone application.The application, which will be provided to the committees soon, will have
features for taking pictures of the buildings and forwarding them to the relevant
departments.Commissioner Sajid Zafar Dall reviewed the work done by the committees on
Wednesday and asked them to report back to him in 10 days with data from all the four districts of
the Rawalpindi Division.

According to initial reports, there are 812 buildings that can be classified as dangerous in the
division, 317 of which are in Rawalpindi, 139 in Attock, 47 in Chakwal and 309 in the Jhelum
district.After the earthquake of October 26, 14 of the buildings have been evacuated and the same
number demolished while the owners of 638 buildings have been served with evacuation
notices.Commissioner Dall said that surveys of the buildings had been conducted before, but the
provincial government wanted fresh surveys before it made a policy on dangerous buildings.

He said the committees will start their work from Thursday and that both public and private
buildings will be looked at.The commissioner added that the government wanted to finish work on
the project as soon as possible so that untoward incidents could be avoided.The more dangerous
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buildings will be evacuated as soon as the provincial government drafted a policy in this regard, he
said.

This refers to the letter, ‘The dam statement’ (December 30) by Shahr-i-Yar Khan. The damage
due to the 2010 floods would have happened whether the Kalabagh Dam was built or not. The
dam at the drawdown level would have no adverse effects on the flood situation at Nowshera.

Under normal conditions, much more land will be submerged in Punjab than in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa if the dam is built, and many more people will be displaced in Punjab than in KP. The
dam level will be well below the outlet from Mardan and SCARP. Any adverse effect on the
generation of power at the Ghazi Barotha project will be accompanied by an immense advantage
of 6.1 million acre-feet of water. Every mega project has its advantages and disadvantages but we
have to look at the larger picture in a country starved of water for irrigation.

LAHORE: Punjab Planning & Development Department approved 6 development schemes of
development sectors with an estimated cost of Rs.2520.676 million. These schemes were
approved in the 20th meeting of Provincial Development Working Party (PDWP) of current fiscal
year 2015-16 presided over by the Punjab Chairman P&D Board Muhammad Jahanzeb Khan.

Provincial Secretary P&D lIftikhar Ali Sahoo, members of the Planning & Development Board,
Provincial secretaries concerned and other senior representatives of the relevant Provincial
departments also attended the meeting. According to spokesman for P&DD, the approved
development schemes included: Faisalabad Link Roads Development Program (FLRDP)
Faisalabad at the cost of Rs.695.500 million, development of infrastructure in industrial estate of
small industries estates, Faisalabad at the cost of Rs. 370.324 million, development of
infrastructure in industrial estates of SIE-I Sialkot, SIE-I&Il Gujranwala and SIE Bahawalpur at the
cost of Rs.204.263 million, rehabilitation / improvement / construction of road from Kotmoman
Bhabrah Road to Thathi Noor via Chak No.19/SB, Uppi, Abadai, Salam, Phullarwan & Thathi Noor
length 34.58 km in District Sargodha at the cost of Rs.477.440 million, widening/improvement of
Chakri Adda Harnianwalal via Bilawal Road i/c bridge over Sill River length -20 km, Rawalpindi at
the cost of Rs.573.369 million and third party assessment and validation of flood/rain rehabilitation
works in nine (09) flood/rain effected divisions of Punjab (1st revision) at the cost of Rs.199.780
million.

KARACHI: Dengue fever cases have dropped significantly in Karachi with a drop in temperature,
as only 13 such cases were reported across the city in a week.As per weekly report released by
Dengue Prevention Control Program Sindh, a total of 3,676 dengue fever cases were reported in
Sindh province since 1st January 2015 to date. Of these 3,593 were detected from Karachi.Eleven
people died of dengue fever in the city this year so far.

A total of 15 more dengue fever cases had emerged across the province during December 21 to
27. Of these, 13 were reported from Karachi and two from Hyderabad.Out of the total 3, 676
dengue fever cases reported 3,593 were reported from Karachi 36, from Hyderabad 9, Larkana 8,
Mirpurkhas 7, Umerkot 5, Jamshoro 4, Shaheed Benazirabad 3, Thatta 2, Sukkur 2, Ghotki 2,
Sanghar 1, Shikarpur Badin 1 and Jaccobabad 1.

ISLAMABAD: Different ministries/ divisions have asked the federal government for making
additional allocation of Rs117 billion for total 53 development projects, including raising of funding
for the Diamer-Basha Dam by Rs16.5 billion, in the current financial year 2015-16.

According to official documents obtained by The News from the PM Secretariat on Monday, the
ministries/ divisions after completion of the first review of Public Sector Development Programme
(PSDP) asked for increasing development funding by Rs117 billion for a total 53 projects during
the current fiscal year.The National Economic Council (NEC), under chairmanship of Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, had approved the federal PSDP to the tune of Rs700 billion on the eve of
budget 2015-16.The Communication Division asked for increasing funding for six development
projects by Rs6 billion. The government allocated Rs800 million for bridge over the Indus linking
the N-5 with N-55 at Nishtar Ghat but the NHA asked for an increase in allocation by Rs1.2 billion.
The government made an allocation of Rs300 million for construction of bridge on River Ravi at
Syed Wala and now the NHA demanded an increase in allocation by Rs500 million. Against the
existing allocation of Rs200 million for improvement of 78.2 km Nowshera-Dir-Chitral Road (N-45),
the NHA asked for an increase in allocation of Rs550 million.

The government made an allocation of Rs150 million for M-4/N-70 Motorway (8km) formerly
widening of road between flyover at double Phattak Chowk Nag Shah at Multan (old Shujabad),
the NHA asks for increase in allocation of Rs650 million.Against existing allocation of Rs150 million
for rehabilitation and widening of earthquake affected areas (Alpuri Besham) section (N-90) (32
KM) (Shandia hall), now NHA asks for additional allocation of Rs350 million and Rs2.749 billion
additional allocation for provision of sub-completed projects on clearance of Planning Development
and Reforms.

Federal Education & Professional Training Division: Against existing allocation of Rs1.036 billion
for establishment and operation of Basic Education Community School in the country including
AJK, Fata and GB, the concerned ministry asked for additional allocation of Rs283 million and
increased allocation of Rs1.865 billion for improving human development indicators in Pakistan
with focus on MDGs relating to education and six education for all (EFA) goals.

Housing and Works: The ministry asked for increased allocation by Rs7.069 billion for five projects
against existing allocation of Rs691 million for current fiscal year. Against allocation of Rs100
million for construction of metalled road at Nankana Sahib, the concerned ministry asked for
additional allocation of Rs403 million.The ministry asked for additional allocation of Rs800 million
for construction of office building for NAB Headquarter at G-5/1 Islamabad against existing
allocation of Rs200 million.For dualization and improvement of Mandra-Chakwal road project (64
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km), the ministry asked for additional allocation of Rs 1.005 billion against existing allocation of
Rs284.400 million, asked for dualization and improvement of Sohawa-Chakwal road project with
additional allocation of Rs4.360 billion against existing allocation of Rs100 million and asked for
additional allocation of Rs500 million for Musa Khail Tansa road (stretched road Zhob) against
allocation of Rs7.153 million.

Interior Division: The ministry asked for increased allocation of Rs1.304 billion for six projects
against existing allocation of Rs1.340 billion. For construction of 1x additional wing Accn for Dir
Scouts at Samar Bagh, the additional allocation of Rs100 million was sought against existing
allocation of Rs80 million, additional Rs100 million for construction of 1x additional wing Accn for
Thall Scouts at Thall, Rs100 million additional allocation for construction of 1x additional wing Accn
for shawal Riffles at Razmak, additional allocation of Rs364 million for establishment of National
Forensic Science Agency (HQS) Laboratory Islamabad, additional allocation of Rs240 million for
machine readable passport/visa project (phase-ii) and additional allocation of Rs400 million for
provision of security infrastructure in Malakand, Swat and other conflict areas of KP.

Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan Division: The ministry asked for additional allocation of Rs1.3
billion for Mirpur Medical College, Rs700 million for Mir Waiz Muhammad Farooq Shaheed Medical
College, Rs1.516 billion for water supply and sewerage scheme Mirpur City and Hamlets and Rs1
billion additional allocations for 14 MW Hydropower project Nalter District Gilgit. National Health
Services, Regulations and Coordination Division: The ministry asked for additional allocation of
Rs1.950 billion for expanded programme on immunisation (EPI), control of Diarrhea disease
(CDD) NIH Islamabad, Rs187 million for National Maternal, Neonatal and Child Health
Programme, additional allocation of Rs24.147 billion for National Programme for Family Planning
and Primary Health Care against existing allocation of Rs7.645 billion and additional allocation of
Rs1.793 billion for Population Welfare Programme (provinces).

Railway Division: The ministry asked for additional allocation of Rs2.046 billion for procurement of
500 high capacity bogie wagons and 40 power vans, additional allocation of Rs300 million for
rehabilitation of 27 (NGMU-30 class) diesel electric locomotives, Rs1.342 billion for rehabilitation of
railway assets damaged at Sindh during riots on eve of assassination of Mohtarama Benazir
Bhutto, additional funding of Rs300 million for rehabilitation, upgradation and conversion of 400
coaches, additional funding of Rs746 million for replacement of old and obsolete signal gear from
Lodhran-Khnaewal Shahdara Bagh mainline section of Pakistan Railways (Islamic Development
Bank) and Rs800 million for strengthening/rehabilitation of 159 weak bridges on Pakistan
Railways.Statistics Division: For change of base of National Accounts from 2005-6 to 2015-16, the
additional allocation was sought Rs96 million against existing allocation of Rs40 million.Suparco:
The concerned authorities have asked for Rs1.729 billion for Pakistan Remote Sensing Satellite
(PRSS) against existing allocation of Rs800 million.Water & Power Division (Power Sector): The
ministry asked for increased allocation of Rs16.5 billion for Diamer-Basha dam for land acquisition
against existing allocation of Rs10 billion, Rs5 billion additional funding for 747 MW Guddu Power
project and Rs300 million for construction of 132 kv Sui Grid Station and Kashmore-Sui
Transmission Line.

Water & Power (Water sector): The ministry asked for additional funding of Rs3.560 billion for
Balochistan Effluent Disposal into RBOD-III in multiple districts, Rs500 million for construction of
100 delay action dam in Balochistan, Rs1 billion for extension of Right Bank Outfall Drain from
Shehwan to Sea at Dadu and Thatta district of Sindh, Rs10 billion for Kacchi canal (phase-1),
Rs1.5 billion for lining of distributors and minors in Sindh, Rs1.845 billion for Lower Indus Right
Bank Irrigation & Drainage, Rs10 billion for Nai Gaj Dam Dadu Sindh, Rs428 million for provision
of groundwater for industrial sector Balochistan, Rs3.622 billion for raising of Mangla dam,
Rs1.876 billion for reconstruction of Shadi Kour dam, Rs300 million for rehabilitation of irrigation
system at KP, Rs2 billion for remodelling of Warask canal system in Peshawar and Nowshera, Rs1
billion for revamping of irrigation and drainage system of Sindh, Rs 396 million for shore protection
of Pasni town Balochistan and Rs900 million for other small demands for total 27 projects.

Protecting environment: ISLAMABAD: A Senate body has recommended a complete ban on manufacturing and use of

Senate panel suggests plastic grocery bags, one of the major environmental pollutants, in Islamabad.Senate Standing
. Committee on Climate Change has also recommended the government to ban use of plastic

ban on p|aStIC bags, bottle bottles being used by soft drinks manufacturers in the country.

Express Tribune,December 29,

2015 The senators said that the plastic bags, which are being manufactured in Islamabad’s industrial
areas, were contributing to the environmental degradation in the capital, along with the trashed
plastic bottles.The committee, which met under the chairmanship of Senator Muhammad Yousaf
Badini, unanimously passed the Pakistan Environmental Protection (Amendment) Bill, 2015.
Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed had moved the bill.Federal Secretary Ministry of Climate Change
Arif Ahmed Khan told the committee that the ministry was working to include the climate change
subject in the school and university curricula.

He said the ministry had written letters to higher education institutes and provincial education
ministers. Two provinces, he said, had prepared the climate change curriculum.Khan said the
ministry had also directed the Beaconhouse as well as the Roots school systems to include the
subject in their curricula.

Climate Change Minister Zahid Hamid briefed the committee about the Paris climate change
summit. He said Pakistan’s delegation highlighted the climate change threat facing the country and
the proposed plan of action to counter it. Hamid said Pakistan had also called upon the developed
nations to support the countries that are underdeveloped and affected by the climate change.He
said the developed countries were largely responsible for the greenhouse gas emissions and it's
them who needed to do more to mitigate it. The minister said that the government had constituted a
study commission for implementation of Paris climate change agreement. The commission will
determine the country’s greenhouse gas reduction targets, he said.Hamid said that Prime Minister
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Right of compensation for
flood losses
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Nawaz Sharif had directed the departments concerned to increase the country’s forest cover. The
ministry, he said, is working with provinces for this.The body has also suggested running a
campaign on Pakistan Television to raise public awareness of climate change.

In the year 1975, the government via a notification declared that citizens shall no more enjoy
ownership rights over the rivers, riverbeds and streams. As a result, ownership, management and
control of the rivers, riverbeds and streams falling in the territory of Chitral stood transferred and
vested in the federal government.

The government failed to manage the rivers and streams through precautionary measures like
embankments, Bunds, flood early warning systems and the radar system. Flood increased in rivers
and streams destroying lives and property from time to time. The biggest destruction occurred in
July and August 2015. The victims who suffered enormous losses attached their expectations from
the federal and the provincial governments but to no avail.

Articles 9, 14, 23, 24, and 25 of the Constitution of Pakistan guarantee its citizens the fundamental
rights of life, inviolability of dignity of man, right to hold property, protection of property rights and
equality before law. Therefore, it is the duty of the government to protect their lives and
properties.The Supreme Court of Pakistan, in their judgment in Constitutional Petition No 62 Of
2010 ( Marvi Memon vs Federation of Pakistan etc ) dated 7-6-2011; Shehla Zia vs WAPDA ( PLD
1994 SC 693 ) Syed Masroor Ahsan vs Ardeshir Cawasjee ( PLD 1998 SC 823 ), and Sardar
Farooq Ahmed Leghari vs Federation of Pakistan ( PLD 1999 SC 57 ) held that it is the duty of the
government to protect the lives and properties of the citizens. The Supreme Court of Pakistan has
also endorsed the judgment of the Supreme Court of India, in the case of Behar Legal Support
Society vs Chief Justice of India (AIR 1986 SC 38) and the case of State of Himachal Pradesh vs
Students parent Medical College Simla ( AIR 1985 SC 910 )The Supreme Court has endorsed the
views of Justice Bhagwati which reads as under;

“Where the court finds, on being moved by an aggrieved party or by any public spirited individual
or social action group, that the Executive is remiss in discharging its obligations under the
Constitution or the law, so that the poor and the underprivileged continue to be subjected to
exploitation and injustice or are deprived of their social and economic entitlements or that social
legislation enacted for their benefit is not being implemented thus depriving them of the rights and
benefits conferred upon them, the court certainly can and must intervene and compel the
Executive to carry out its Constitutional and legal obligations and ensure that the deprived and
vulnerable sections of the community are no longer subjected to exploitation or injustice and they
are able to realize their social and economic rights. When the court passes any orders in public
interest litigation, the court does so not with a view to mocking at legislative or executive authority
or in a spirit of confrontation but with a view to enforcing the Constitution and the law, because it is
vital for the maintenance of the rule of law that the obligations which are laid upon the executive by
the Constitution and the law should be carried out faithfully and no one should go away with a
feeling that the Constitution and the law are meant only for the benefit of a fortunate few and have
no meaning for the large numbers of half-clad, half-hungry people of this country.”

The Supreme Court of Pakistan has endorsed and reproduced the opinion of Justice Bhagwati in
the case of Behar Legal Support Society v. Chief Justice of India as follows:-

“The weaker sections of Indian humanity have been deprived of justice for long years; they had no
access to justice on account of their poverty, ignorance and illiteracy. They are not aware of the
rights and benefits conferred upon them by the constitution and the law. On account of their
socially and economically disadvantaged position they lack the capacity to assert their rights, and
they do not have the material resources with which to enforce their social and economic
entittements and combat exploitation and injustice.”The guarantees as enshrined in the
Constitution of Pakistan and the judgments of the Supreme Court of Pakistan are enough to make
us understand that the flood affectees of Chitral have a genuine case of compensation for the flood
losses. | am in the process of consultation with the legal experts across the country and eager to
take the case to the relevant legal forum within the shortest possible time.
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES

Two soldiers injured as
army truck targeted near
Islamabad-Peshawar

Motorway toll plaza
The Express Tribune, January 3,
2016

NAP implementation: 57
people arrested so far on

charges of terror financing

The Express Tribune, January 3,
2016

28 terrorists held in Dir

during 2015, says DPO
Daily Dawn, January 3, 2016

High-level meeting: Police
officials directed to check

sensitive places
The Express Tribune, January 2,
2016

Terror financing: CTD
nabs suspected fund

raiser for IS
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At least two soldiers were wounded after a roadside bomb targeting an army convoy went off near
Islamabad-Peshawar Motorway toll plaza on Sunday morning. An improvised explosive device
(IED), planted near the Islamabad-Peshawar Motorway toll plaza went off when an army vehicle
was passing, a police source told The Express Tribune. The outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
claimed responsibility for the attack in an email sent to journalists. “TTP commandos carried out
the IED attack on an army truck on the Ring Road near motorway,” TTP spokesperson
Mohammad Khorasani said in a statement. Eleven soldiers were on board the vehicle, which was
partially damaged. The military vehicle was entering Peshawar when it was targeted by the IED.
The injured were shifted to a nearby hospital and a search operation was launched in the area.
“Four kilogrammes of dynamite was used in the IED that targeted the security forces’ vehicle,” SP
Rural Shakir Bangash told The Express Tribune.

ISLAMABAD: At least 57 persons have been arrested on charges of terror financing under the
ongoing National Action Plan (NAP), according to official statistics. Interior Minister Chaudhry
Nisar, in a written statement shared with the Senate recently, said from a total of 41 cases
registered in Punjab, 57 persons have been found involved in terror financing, 26 have been fined
and 14 are still under investigation. These statistics are based on terror financing cases registered
by Counter Terrorism Department. “No case has been registered within Islamabad during 2014-
2015, under NAP against any person on the charges of providing financial assistance to terrorists,”
Nisar said. On the other hand, neither of the provinces — Sindh, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan — nor Federally Administered Tribal Areas and Azad Kashmir have reported any
arrests in terror financing cases so far. In Gilgit-Baltistan, a total of 31 cases have been registered
in the Diamer district since the start of NAP and 28 persons have been arrested in connection with
providing shelter and meals to terrorists and their cases have been finalised.

UPPER DIR: The Upper Dir district police conducted 1,838 operations and arrested over 2,000
alleged criminals, including terrorists, during 2015. This was stated by district police officer Syed
Israr Bacha here on Saturday while briefing media persons about record of the police to maintain
law and order in the district. He said that the police arrested 28 terrorists, 653 proclaimed offenders
and 1,335 suspects in search operations in 2015. He said that they had also seized 103
kilogrammes of charas and 204.5 liters of wine during raids at different places. The DPO said that
the police had launched a special operation against drug sellers on the demand of people. “I am
satisfied with the police performance in controlling crime,” he said. He said that the police had also
seized weapons, including 44 Kalashnikovs, 85 rifles, 89 guns and 208 pistols during the year
under review. He said that two sten guns, one sagila, one LMG rifle, one hand grenade, five
rocket-shells and over six kilogrammes of explosives were also seized during the year.

KILLED: A man was killed and two others were injured in an attack on a moving car in Karo Dara
area in Wari tehsil here on Saturday. Police said that the victim, Amir Zada, was going in a car
along with his relatives when his rivals opened fire on them. As a result, Amir Zada was killed on
the spot, while his two relatives were injured. The injured were taken to Wari hospital where
doctors referred them to Peshawar in precarious condition. Officials of Wari police station arrested
the alleged killer and have registered a case against him.

PESHAWAR: Police has been directed to chalk out a comprehensive security plan to protect
sensitive and vulnerable establishments and places in the province. The directives were made by
IGP Nasir Khan Durrani at a high-level meeting of district police officers at City Police Office in
Peshawar on Friday. The IGP asked the headquarters additional IGPs, elite force investigation
commandant among others to personally visit the sensitive and vulnerable establishments and
places in their jurisdiction, and review their security condition in case the arrangements are
incomplete. Durrani also asked the officials concerned to take photos of the areas that are not
properly secured and issue 15-day warning to address the problem. “The final report will be
submitted to the CPO by January 10.” The officials present at the meeting were also directed to
carry out joint search and strike operations, in collaboration with the army, in urban and rural
areas. He suggested the operations should be carried out in a planned manner on a format of six
weeks and the target should be achieved in a professional manner.

For citizens

For VIP movements, the IGP said, a proper plan should be worked out, keeping in consideration
the public’s convenience so that traffic flow remains smooth and necessary security is also
ensured. Participants were also told to make a contingent of eight to 10 officials of the elite force
that could be deputed in civil dress at hospitals in cases of emergency.

KARACHI: The Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) of Sindh Police apprehended a suspect
allegedly involved in generating funds for the Islamic State (IS). The CTD identified the suspect as
Aziz Rehman, son of known terrorist Jahan Bengali, affiliated with the Haji Khalil group of the
banned terrorist outfit Jundullah. The accused was arrested during a targeted raid in Orangi Town.
The suspect is in CTD custody on a 30-day remand. Officials said Rehman has been involved in
generating funds for IS, and they will obtain more details after further investigation. Separately, the
Sindh Rangers claimed to have arrested two suspects and recovered weapons from their
possession during a targeted raid in Orangi Town. A spokesperson said the suspects belonged to
a banned outfit. Meanwhile, the Federal B Industrial Area police claimed to have apprehended
three political workers allegedly involved in target killings and extortion in the city. The suspects,
believed to be affiliated with the Muttahida Qaumi Movement, were identified as Akram, Kashif
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Qureshi and Rao Imran, according to SHO Naeem Khan. Cases against the suspects have been
registered and further investigations are under way, he added.

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Office on Thursday reiterated that the Islamic State (IS) has no
presence in Pakistan amid reports that a group of 20 people left the country for Syria recently to
join the ultra-radical Middle Eastern group. “We have seen media reports that certain elements
trying to associate themselves with Da’ish have been arrested and that investigations are going
on,” FO spokesman Qazi Khalilullah said, using another name IS is widely known by. He was
speaking at his weekly news briefing in Islamabad. He made it clear, however, that IS has no
‘footprint’ in Pakistan. “We will not tolerate even the shadow of Da’ish in Pakistan. We have alerted
our security agencies to the threat posed by Da’ish. They will take appropriate action, if required,”
Qazi said. His statement came amid reports that three women from Lahore had left for Syria along
with their children in order to join IS. An FIR registered initially alleged that the children were
kidnapped by the women, but Lahore Deputy Inspector General Haider Ashraf later told BBC
Urduthat they were all members of the same family. The development came to light a day after
security forces claimed busting a group of eight people accused of trying to recruit people in
Sialkot for IS.

Pakistan-India talks

Answering a question, Qazi said Pakistan and India are finalising the date for foreign secretaries’
talks in Islamabad. The foreign-secretary level talks, part of the agreement reached between the
two countries to resume peace process, will work out the modalities and schedule of the meetings
of various segments under the dialogue. Asked to comment on reports of new constructions being
planned by India along the Line of Control (LoC), the spokesperson said Pakistan will take up the
issue during the comprehensive bilateral dialogue, which includes a segment on peace and
security.

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif has expressed confidence that 2016 will
be the year of elimination of terrorism. According to Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR), Army
Chief arrived in Gwadar after visiting Talar and Turbat where he held meeting with Baloch tribal
elders. General Raheel while talking to Baloch elders said, “I am fully confidant that 2016 will be
year of elimination of terrorism. This will also be year of national solidarity." He went on to say that
nexus of terrorism, crime and corruption would be broken and an atmosphere of peace and justice
would be created with the support of nation.

ISLAMABAD: While claiming that there was a sea change in the country’s law and order situation,
the country’s top security czar on Wednesday admitted that re-emergence of proscribed
organisations in the country was one of the five areas of the National Action Plan (NAP) where
progress was slow. The 20-point NAP was adopted by the national leadership as a counter
terrorism strategy in the wake of last year's deadly attack on an army-run school in Peshawar.
Briefing the Senate on progress over the NAP, Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan said
progress on five areas of the NAP was slow. These include re-emergence of proscribed
organisations with different names, Fata reforms, measures against promotion of terrorism through
internet and social media, issue of Afghan refugees and revamping criminal justice system. “The
progress on the remaining 15 points of the NAP is satisfactory,” he said. Nisar said the NAP is a
shared responsibility as half of the plan is directly related to provincial governments and his
ministry is directly linked with only three points. However, he said, he had not denied responsibility
as the coordinator for the plan. “The NAP is the agenda for national security and no one should
play politics over it,” he said.

Nisar said action will be taken against such proscribed organisations as he invited lawmakers to
share evidence about any proscribed organisation hoisting its banners and contesting elections. At
the same time, he reminded members that no one even knew the exact number of proscribed
organisations before the incumbent government took over. “Don’t say that the glass is half empty,”
the minister said, as he presented a 35-point report on progress achieved over the last six months,
contrasting the figures of terror attacks of five years ago with those of the present to bring home
the point that the law and order situation had greatly improved. “Give some credit to civilian
leadership as well because military operation alone cannot bring peace back,” he said, adding that
terrorist activities were touching skies after operation in Swat and South Waziristan. Nisar said the
government had prepared itself for the fallout of the military operation. “There have been 6,500
intelligence based operations,” he said. He said the government has succeeded during the first
year of the NAP as terrorists’ networks have been dismantled but it will take time to remove their
facilitators. “The war is not over yet,” he added. Nisar informed the house that there were around
28,000 students enrolled in the religious seminaries in the federal capital.

Karachi Operation

The Interior minister's report said there was a significant decline in terrorism and crime and an
improvement in law and order situation in Karachi due to the paramilitary Rangers-led surgical
operation. It said the targeted killing in the city had reduced crime 53%; murders by 50%; terrorism
by 80%; robberies by 30%; extortion by 56%. It said 69,179 criminals, 890 terrorists, 676
proclaimed offenders, 10,426 absconders, 124 kidnappers, 545 extortionists, 1,834 murderers
were arrested during the operation.

PESHAWAR: Just 1.5% of the 27,220 square kilometres of the Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (Fata) remains a ‘contested’ space for militants and security forces as the current year
comes to an end. More than six years after active military operations in the tribal areas began, the
long war against militancy is now nearing its conclusive end with the focus now shifting to
rehabilitating displaced tribespeople, introducing reforms in Fata and strengthening the political
administration of the tribal areas. “The purpose of military operations is to create a desired effect,”
a senior security official told The Express Tribune. “Clearing an area is not the only goal... the
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deprivation of the last 68 years is what needs to be addressed.” Purging the tribal areas of militants
has come at a heavy cost, however. Some 4,401 security personnel lost their lives in the line of
duty. Another 14,717 were injured in the years after 2001. In 2015 alone, 238 security personnel
were martyred and 967 were injured, most of the casualties occurring during the ongoing
Operation Zarb-e-Azb. On the other hand, 2,353 terrorists were killed, 669 more were injured,
some 1,095 were arrested and 662 surrendered to the security forces.

Background briefings by officials concerned reveal that there are still two pockets of resistance
along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border — Dattakhel, Shawal in North Waziristan and areas
surrounding Rajgal in Khyber Agency. These areas make up only 1.5% of the total territory of Fata.
This is in sharp contrast to 2009 when militants had hubs in pretty much each of the seven tribal
regions and wielded considerable influence in neighbouring settled districts. Many of the peace
committees set up to tackle militants, or aman lashkars as they are commonly known, have now
been disbanded. Those still functional have been asked to hand over their weapons. Even the
most influential peace committee in Wana, South Waziristan, has been asked to end their duties,
say officials. “There will be a zero tolerance policy for arms and ammunition by the returning
population [of the tribal areas],” said one official. Background briefings show an increase in threats
in the last quarter of 2015. Some 226 threats were registered in the last quarter, compared to 178
in the third.

Even though Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) can no longer operate openly in Fata or Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, officials say the group still has the strength to plan and strike from Afghanistan. One
main reason for the increase is the hostile intention towards the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), explained an official. TTP and its affiliates are particularly concentrated in Badakshan, the
farthest northeastern province of Afghanistan. Groups like the Uighur-separatist East Turkestan
Islamic Movement (ETIM) are also present in the northern zone and, reportedly, have sleeper cells
in the region. To deal with this threat, a brigade has already been deployed to secure the CPEC
route near the region, an official said. Still, it will take a while before normal life returns to Fata. “It's
understandable that a system which has been non-existent for 11 years will take some time to
become functional,” the senior official said.

‘To protect and serve’: SUKKUR: The crime rate in Sukkur district dropped a whopping 82 per cent in 2015 compared to
Kidnappings, highway last year’s statistics, according to SSP Tanveer Hussain Tunio. Sharing a report regarding police
. . performance in his tenure between June 2014 and December 2015, the official said the menace of
robberies abolished, says [ . . . _
idnapping for ransom and highway robberies has been rooted out completely. Meanwhile, the
Sukkur SSP operation against dacoits, launched two weeks ago in Bagerji forest, is continuing in full swing and
The Express Tribune, December will not end till the elimination of the last dacoit, he claimed. In 2015, the Sukkur police, under the
31, 2015 federal government's National Action Plan, registered 81 cases and arrested 30 persons for
violating the loudspeaker ban. Similarly, wall-chalking and flags of banned outfits throughout the
district were also removed, along with the arrest of two persons whose names were in the fourth
schedule [of the Anti Terrorism Act], said Tunio. Taking action against illegal immigrants, the
district police also arrested 55 Afghan nationals, who reportedly crossed into Pakistan illegally.
Moreover, during this period, 119 alleged criminals were arrested and arms and ammunition were
recovered from their possession. According to the SSP, the Sukkur police carried out 350 targeted
operations in different areas of Sindh, Punjab and Balochistan.

High-profile ‘encounter’

Notorious robber, Nazroo Narejo, who carried a bounty of Rs20 million, was killed in a police
encounter in July this year, along with over 25 notified criminals with a combined head money of
Rs34.1 million; who were either killed or captured, he said.

Kidnappings

With regards to kidnapping for ransom gangs, the report revealed that Sukkur police also killed 11
members of a gang involved in highway robberies and kidnappings for ransom. The group would
kidnap prominent people, especially traders, who woul d be travelling early morning in connection
with their businesses. Sukkur police chased the criminals in different areas, including Mirpurkhas,
Thatta, Karachi, Badin, Larkana, Shikarpur, Ghotki, and Sadiqabad and Rahimyar Khan in Punjab,
to eliminate them, he said. The number of kidnapping victims recovered during the period was said
to be 30. Sharing statistics of the overall police performance from June 2014 to December 28,
2015, the SSP said a total of 244 encounters took place between police and dacoits, during which
two policemen were martyred and as many injured, while 47 dacoits were killed. Besides, eight
kidnappers and three notified dacoits were also killed, while 351 dacoits including several wanted
ones were arrested.

Arms and ammunition

Detailing the recovery of arms and ammunition in carious raids, Tunio stated that thirty-two
Kalashnikovs, one rocket launcher, two hand grenades, two haven guns, 46 shotguns, 221 pistols,
eight rifles, and six revolvers were recovered, along with 215 cartridges and 5,942 rounds, among
others.

Booze recovered

During the period, 301 bottles of wine and 287 liters of liquor were recovered. Police also arrested
504 proclaimed offenders and 2,043 absconders, besides recovering 16 stolen cars, 82
motorcycles and seven other vehicles.

Traffic fines

It was further revealed that 19,703 traffic tickets were issued for various violations and an amount
of Rs1.51 million was recovered in fines.

RENEICIE R T (IS CHI M KARACHI: Rangers on Wednesday claimed to have arrested four terrorists belonging to a
proscribed outfit in raids carried out in several parts of the metropolis. According to Sindh Rangers
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spokesman, the paramilitary force conducted raids in the neighbourhoods of PECHS and Rizvia
and arrested four terrorists and recovered arms from their custody. He said the arrested men had
been involved in incidents of targeted killing. Sindh Rangers have once again become active
following their recent extension in powers granted to them by the Federal government.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah agreed on
Wednesday to continue Karachi operation jointly and to amicably resolve all differences between
the Centre and the provincial government. During the meeting between the premier and the Sindh
chief minister at the Prime Minister House in Islamabad the real cause of contention, an earlier
notification by the Federal Interior Ministry to extend special powers of Sindh Rangers in Karachi,
was not discussed, sources told The Express Tribune. The prime minister is said to have carefully
listened to the concerns and reservations raised by Qaim Ali Shah and his delegation and
promised to address all the concerns with sincerity. Meanwhile, both agreed if any issue between
the Centre and the Sindh government emerges in the future, they would sit together, discuss it and
would resolve it through dialogue. PM Nawaz pointed out that the federal government has provided
Rs25 billion to the Sindh government so far in terms of the expenditure incurred on the Karachi
operation. However, sources said the prime minister categorically rejected two major demands
presented by the Sindh government regarding the clipping of powers of the paramilitary force to
arrest any political figure on corruption charges and to raid any Sindh government buildings.
Further, the prime minister directed Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan to coordinate and
address the concerns of the Sindh government and informed the chief minister that the Rangers
will continue its operation under the notification of interior ministry, sources revealed.

On Tuesday, after his arrival in Islamabad, CM Shah held meetings with the Pakistan Peoples
Party’s (PPP) senior leaders to devise the strategy for his meeting with PM Nawaz. Last week,
rejecting the Sindh government’s summary of giving conditional powers to Rangers in Karachi, the
federal government had directly provided legal cover to the paramilitary force with full powers
under the anti-terrorism laws. The top PPP leadership has already decided against going to court
over the federal government’s notification on Rangers powers. But the party will take up this issue
in parliament and all available forums to register their protest. The Sindh government believes the
paramilitary forces or the federal departments have no authority to interfere in provincial affairs and
before taking any action they are under an obligation to seek the CM’s permission.

Sindh CM Qaim Ali Shah briefs media

Addressing the media after his meeting with the premier, Shah said the discussion was held in a
cordial atmosphere, adding the prime minister’s response was positive as he carefully listened to
the concerns of the Sindh government. Further, Shah said PM Nawaz has directed Interior Minister
Chaudhry Nisar to visit Karachi and address all the concerns of the Sindh government. Shah
pointed out that Sindh government had called the services of Rangers as per Article 147 of the
Constitution which allows the paramilitary force to act against terrorism, target killings, kidnapping
for ransom and extortion. The chief minister, however, said the subject of corruption is a provincial
matter which is being dealt with by the provincial anti-corruption establishment, adding the same
has been conveyed to the prime minister. Shah also claimed that around 80 per cent of peace in
Karachi has been restored because of the operation which commenced 2.5 years ago with a
complete political consensus.

‘Zardari can return to Pakistan anytime he wants’

In response to a question, the Sindh chief minister said former president and PPP co-chairman
Asif Ali Zardari can come back to Pakistan anytime he wants as there are no pending cases
against the PPP leader. “Asif Zardari is aboard due to his illness and he will come back to the
country anytime he wants,” he said.

DASKA: The Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) has arrested six alleged terrorists affiliated
with banned Daesh group from tehsil Daska of Sialkot. The law enforcers have also seized huge
cache of arms and ammunition from the custody of terrorists from Daska bus stand, sources in the
CTD said. The suspects were planning a major terror activity in Sialkot, which was thwarted by the
counter terrorism department.The militants have been shifted to undisclosed location where further
investigation is underway.

ISLAMABAD: With terrorism a hot topic, access to concrete data in Pakistan remains elusive.
Researchers, academics and the government itself often cite conflicting figures for each terror
attack. To avoid such discrepancies, the Pakistan Institute of Conflict and Security Studies
(PICSS) has launched a digital database on militancy. The initiative is meant to first establish facts,
then find the truth and correlate the facts to ground realities. The database shows there have been
five ‘phases’ of terrorism in Pakistan following 9/11. The first phase extends from 2001 to 2004,
when the violence was at its lowest level. The second phase began after Pakistan sent its armed
forces into the Federally Administered Tribal Areas and the militants spread all over the country.
The third phase started after the Lal Masjid operation of 2007, which pushed militancy to the
highest level. Military-led operations in Swat and South Waziristan helped reduce violence but not
as much as in the last phase after the Peshawar school massacre of December last year. Terror
attacks are now at the same level as of 2008. At the launching ceremony at the Pakistan Institute
of Parliamentary Services on Monday, PICSS Chairman Akram Zaki presented an overview of
developing the database. “On the basis of the data we have collected since 9/11, we have made
certain timeframes by observing how terrorism [incidents] moved above or below a certain point,”
Akram said.

In his presentation, PICSS managing director Abdullah Khan said more than 47,000 people have
been killed in terrorist incidents over the past 15 years. However, he added, people generally did
not separate out casualty figures of civilians and militants and gave out overall figures of 50,000
dead people. Abdullah claimed that during different military operations, most of those killed were
militants with civilian casualties almost half of the militant casualties. These figures, he added, will
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also be made available by the think-tank in its annual report in early January. The PICSS database
will be available free-of-charge to researchers, media and academics, making it the first
comprehensive database on terrorism in public domain. Abdullah declined, however, to share the
precise figure of terror casualties since 9/11 or the sources through which data had been collected
for the database. Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Governor Mehtab Ahmed Khan stated that accurate data
was most important for policy formulation and assessment. He also commended the armed forces
for Operation Zarb-e-Azb, because of which terrorist attacks had dropped to the level of 2008. The
K-P governor said the problem of rising extremism did not stem from the curriculum but with the
policies of the state pursued in different eras. “For the first time,” he said, “the state is going in the
right direction.” The event also aimed to pay tribute to the martyrs of the Peshawar school attack.
Some survivors and families of the victims of the carnage recalled the horrors of the fateful day
and its aftermath.

PESHAWAR: Four men sentenced to death by military courts for assisting in suicide bombings
and attacks on soldiers were hanged on Tuesday, officials said. The executions were carried out at
a prison in Kohat and the bodies were handed over to relatives, a prison official told AFP. A senior
security official confirmed the hangings and identified those executed as Noor Saeed, Murad Khan,
Inayat Ullah and Israr Uddin. “These prisoners were given death sentence by military courts on the
charges of facilitating suicide bombings, causing damage to educational institutions, providing
explosive materials to suicide bombers, providing vehicles to terrorists and murder of armed forces
personnel,” the official said. No details of specific incidents were released. The four were
sentenced in April. Local and international rights groups have criticised the military courts
established in January, saying they fail to meet the standards necessary for a fair trial and lack
transparency.

On December 2, Pakistan hanged four men linked to the Taliban’s massacre of more than 130
schoolchildren at Army Public School in Peshawar in December 2014. The attack prompted a
nationwide crackdown on extremism, with the establishment of military courts for a two-year period
and the resumption of capital punishment after a six-year moratorium. Rights groups have also
criticised the resumption of executions, accusing Pakistan of hanging an estimated 300 people in
less than a year — the majority of whom had not been convicted of extremism. No official figures
are available.

At least 23 people were killed as a suicide bomber blew himself up outside the main gate of the
NADRA office in Dohsera Chowk in Mardan on Tuesday. A splinter group of the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan, Jamatul Ahrar, has claimed responsibility for the attack. Rescue 1122 officials said at
least 21 people have been killed and 28 injured. “A motorcyclist rammed his bike into the main
gate of the NADRA office,” DPO Mardan said. Further, DIG Mardan Saeed Wazir, said the bomber
was on a motorcylce and tried to enter the complex. “He stopped and blew himself up and
fortunately was not able to enter the premises.” According to the bomb disposal squad, 8
kilogrammes of explosives were used to carry out the attack. Ali Khan, a doctor at the district
headquarters hospital confirmed the death toll and placed the number of injured at “more than
40". Further, hospital administration have said it is becoming difficult to manage the injuries.

According to initial reports, the blast occurred near the gate of the office and the death toll is feared
to rise. Eight injured are in critical condition and are being shifted to Peshawar for treatment, DPO
Mardan added. Human bodies and shattered glass are strewn across the blast site. The area has
been cordoned off and the injured are being shifted to Mardan Medical Complex. The NADRA
office is located on the link road that connects Charsadda to Mardan. The blast occurred at a time
when scores of people were lining up to have their CNICs made. More than 27,000 civilians and
security forces personnel have died in terror attacks since 2004, according to the South Asia
Terrorism Portal.

KAMRA: The Pakistan Aeronautical Complex (PAC) on Monday rolled out the 16th JF-17 Thunder
fighter built in the calendar year, reaching its production target for indigenous manufacture of the
aircraft in 2015. At a ceremony held at the PAC in Kamra on Monday, the recently constructed jet
was inducted into the Pakistan Air Force. “l will appreciate the vital role played by our time-tested
Chinese friends for the success of JF-17 programme. Their support at PAC Kamra and in so many
other projects is cherished and highly valued by every Pakistani,” said Defence Production Minister
Rana Tanveer. The JF-17 was jointly developed by PAC and the Chengdu Aircraft Corporation
(CAC) in China. The first JF-17, produced by Chengdu, entered into service in March 2007. The
PAC started indigenously producing the aircraft in June 2009. Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal Sohail
Aman expressed his satisfaction with how the JF-17 programme was progressing. He noted the
professional competence and commitment displayed by PAC personnel in meeting milestones of
the programme. Comparing the JF-17 to the F-16, the Air Chief said Pakistan’s joint fighter would
replace the PAF’s ageing fleet. “The replacement programme would continue till 2020.” “By the
year 2020, PAF will say goodbye to some of its old fighter jets, including the Mirage.”

In addition to meeting its production target, the PAC on Monday announced operation of
maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) technology for the joint fighter as it handed over the first-
ever JF-17 aircraft to be overhauled in Pakistan back to the PAF. Asked about the export order for
JF-17 secured this year, the PAF chief said that negotiations were ongoing with friendly nations
around the globe for its sale. Later, a PAF spokesperson said that in light of the interest in JF-17
shown by various countries, it had been decided that production capacity at the PAC Kamra will be
expanded. In April this year, China said it will deliver 50 JF-17 jets over the next three years.

Seeking more F-16s from US

Speaking to the media, Air Marshal Aman said that his country was in talks with the US to procure
F-16 fighter jets but noted that it may take a while before a deal could be struck. “We are in talks
with US defence officials to acquire the latest F-16s but the deal may take some time,” the air chief
said without specifying the number of aircraft or their status. Pakistan had been looking to buy
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eight F-16s from the US, with the Obama administration hoping that Congress clears the sale.

QUETTA: More than 9,000 suspected militants and criminals were apprehended by police, levies,
frontier corps and intelligence agencies in Balochistan as a part of the national action plan in the
year 2015, according to Home Secretary Balochistan, Akbar Hussain Durrani. The Home
Secretary claimed that a total of 1,973 intelligence based-operations were conducted in
Balochistan and apprehend the elements involved in targeted killings, bomb explosions and
kidnappings. "Innocent people were freed, whereas the criminals were charged", he added.
Durrani said that the law enforcement agencies also killed at least 204 'hardcore militants' during
the year 2015 adding that 70 law enforcement agencies personnel were also killed during
encounters with 'miscreants'. He maintained that the suspects killed during the operation mostly
belonged to banned outfits. "Balochistan Government implemented 17 out of 20 points under NAP
to bring an end to unrest and maintain law and order situation. " Mr. Durrani said.

The Home Secretary stated that law and order situation in Balochistan improved by 70 percent
during last two years. "Complete implementation of NAP would ensure peace in the province", he
added. Security forces expedited operations in Quetta and other troubled parts of Balochistan in
the aftermath of announcement of NAP by the federal government after the terror attack on
Peshawar's Army Public School which killed 144 people, mostly children. The province has been
under the grip of violence attacks by militant groups and Baloch insurgents for last more than a
decade. Violent attacks had claimed scores of precious human lives.

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal Sohail Aman on Monday said Pakistan is in
negotiations with the United States to procure the latest F-16 fighter jets, but did not specify an
exact number. “We are in talks with US defence officials to get some latest F-16s but the deal may
take some time,” the Air chief said while talking to reporters after the rolling out ceremony of the
16th JF-17 Thunder aircraft at the Pakistan Aeronautical Complex (PAC) Kamra. The Air chief said
by the year 2020, Pakistan Air Force will say “goodbye to some of its old fighter jets including the
Mirage.” He expressed satisfaction over the production and quality level of the JF-17 Thunder and
said it is at par with the F-16 in terms of performance and operations.

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Aeronautical Complex (PAC) on Monday rolled out the 16th Block 2
JF-17 aircraft and formally handed it over to the Pakistan Air force (PAF), marking the completion
of four squadrons. Pakistan Air Force (PAF) Air Chief Marshal Sohail Aman attended the
ceremony, with Minister for Defence Production Rana Tanveer Hussain attending as the chief
guest. Hussain reaffirmed Pakistan's commitment towards promoting self-reliance in defence
production and thanked the government of China for its unrelenting support. "l appreciate the vital
role played by our time-tested Chinese friends for the success of the JF-17 program. Their support
of Pakistan Aeronautical Complex (PAC) Kamra and so many other projects is cherished and
highly valued by every Pakistani," Hussain said. The Chief of Air Staff expressed his satisfaction
with the progress of the JF-17 programme. He praised the professional competence and
commitment displayed by PAC personnel in meeting the milestones of the JF-17 programme and
urged them to continue their best efforts in pursuit of excellence.PAC Kamra is responsible for the
maintenance of all PAF operational assets. In 2010, the Chief of the Air Staff at the time, Air Chief
Marshal Rao Qamar Suleman had said the aircraft would be the mainstay of PAF's operations,
multiply its operational capacity and enable it to conduct day and night multi-role operations which
had become imperative in the prevailing global and regional situation.

JF-17: Operational history

The JF-17 Thunder, a single-engine multi-role fighter jet, and was jointly developed by China and
Pakistan. Development on the aircraft started in 1999, and the maiden flight was conducted in
2003. The initial Block 1 JF-17s were received in 2007, with production of the upgraded Block 2
JF-17s started in 2013. The upgraded models have upgraded avionics, air-to-air refuelling
capability, data link, enhanced electronic warfare capability and enhanced load carrying ability. The
JF-17 can be equipped with air-to-air and air-to-ground ordinance. The aircraft mounts both short-
range infra-red air to air missiles along with longer ranged radar-guided BVR missiles, an essential
capability for a frontline interceptor. The aircraft can carry 8,000Ibs of ordinance on seven external
hardpoints, which is an adequate amount of ordinance for any mission profile. The JF-17 enhances
the much needed capability of the air force in beyond visual range (BVR) engagements. The JF-17
is a capable platform, and is on its way to form the backbone of the PAF. It was reported that
between 250 and 300 aircraft will be inducted into the air force in order to phase out the ageing
fleet of some other aircraft models that are still in operation. For the Pakistan Air Force, the JF-17
fills the gap that had arisen due to an ageing inventory, which was further impacted by sanctions
placed on the country following the nuclear tests in 1998.
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‘Water shortage due to Despite being considered one of the world’s well planned cities, water supply problems in the federal
illegal connections’ capital have been increasing over the last two decades. The city’s residents, who had lost hope that
Daily Dawn, January 3, 2016 these problem§ would ever be resolvgd, are now turnlpg to recen?ly electeq local government offlma]s
to address the issue.Chairmen of various union councils (UC) believe that illegal water connections in
the | sectors are the main reason for the scarcity of water in the city. While the chairmen are not
empowered yet, they have — alongside the Capital Development Authority (CDA) — begun a
campaign against illegal water connections.During the ‘90s, water scarcity was typically a problem for
residents during the summer months. Over the last few years water has become unavailable in the
winter as well.Residents first turned to water tanker services, but due to the high demand, these too
were unable to meet the shortage of water.Despite a ban on boring in Islamabad, people then turned
to boring to access water.Over the last few years, however, the ground water level has dropped
rapidly. In the ‘90s, water was accessible almost 30 to 50 feet below the service, which has now
dropped to 100 to 160 feet. As the water level continues to fall, a number of boring mechanisms
become ineffective.

Mohammad Ali, a resident of 1-10, told Dawn that local residents have not had access to the water
supply for nearly a decade, and those who did still weren’t receiving sufficient water.“More than one
family resides in most houses, so even if they get a few dozen gallons of water, they mostly depend
on water boring or on the tanker service.“It's not easy to get a water tanker. Just after the Fajr
prayers, people go to the CDA office to register a complaint for a water tanker. They stand in queues
for a long time to register their complaints,” he said.He said that those who cannot get to the office
early cannot get water, because even though their complaints are registered, their turn does not
come until late at night.An official from the I-10 water complaint office said the office receives 120
complaints every day on average, even in the winter.“We get three to five tankers every day to supply
water, but they are not sufficient to meet all the complaints. So many people register their complaints
because they don’t get water through the supply line. There are 18 tube wells that supply water to the
| sectors. Although the water isn’t sufficient, a large chunk of it is also stolen through illegal
connections,” the official said.He added: “The CDA management should take strict action and
disconnect all the illegal connections; that's the only way people will get water to meet their basic
requirements.”Anwar Paracha, another resident of the area, said the recently held local elections had
given people hope that the elected representatives would address the water shortage.“They have
started contacting the chairmen and other elected UC members, and have been pressuring them to
address the issue because they received votes by claiming they would address the area’s issues,” Mr
Paracha said.“We believe that, sooner or later, the elected representatives will address the issue
because they are more answerable to the people and they can be contacted easily,” he added.

UC-42 chairman Farman Ali Mughal, whose constituency covers I-10/1 and half of 1-10/4, told Dawn
that he has received most of the complaints regarding the water supply. But he added that the
elected representatives are not certain about their powers.“We have been visiting the Muslim League
house to get some permanent place to sit, but so far that problem has not been addressed,” he
said.“Because of the pressure from the people, we have already begun efforts to address the water
scarcity problem. | believe that the main reason for the shortage of water is illegal connections, so we
have been pushing CDA to conduct operations against illegal water connections,” Mr Mughal
said.“Along with the CDA team, we have disconnected a number of illegal water connections that
were being used in Industrial Area. Water is supplied through tube wells in Puna Fageeran, but the
supply is disturbed because the water supply system at Puna Fageeran has been run by a third
party.”Zahid Magbool Awan, chairman for UC-43 — which covers 1-10/2 and half of I-10/4 — said that
this was the time that | sector residents have faced a water shortage during the winter.He also said
that there were illegal water connections in Industrial Area, and that CDA management has been
contacted in this regard.“CDA management is also cooperating with us, so hopefully the supply of
water will improve within a few days,” he said.A CDA team, which is being led by Distribution South
deputy director Johar Ali, and elected representatives from various UCs have conducted an operation
against illegal water connections in Industrial Area in I-9 and 1-10.

A CDA official who was part of the team told Dawn on condition of anonymity that there are around
8,000 illegal water connections in the city, which has made it impossible to meet the water
requirement.“It is not easy to take action, because even former MNAs and MPAs, and retired army
officers are involved in stealing water. Even car service stations are being run on illegal connections.
One service station consumes the same amount of water as tens of houses every day,” the official
said. “Over the last few days we have sealed nine service stations in I-9 and 1-10, but there are some
more that will be sealed — despite pressure from the owners, who have connections to influential
personalities,” he added. He said that two inches of water pipelines have been removed, and that
further action is being taken against the owners of the service stations under CDA Regulation
1969.CDA Board Member Engineering Shahid Sohail told Dawn that although rationing is ongoing,
the water supply situation isn’t very bad.“We receive 70 million gallons of water every day, which if
sufficient for the winter season as less water is used in the winter. We get almost 300 complaints
daily which are addressed through the water tanker service,” Mr Sohail said.Mr Sohail also said that
the shortage of water was due to illegal water connections.“We have begun an operation against
illegal connections, due to which it is hopes that the situation will improve within a few days.”

13 killed, 6 injured as A gas cylinder blast in a van has killed 13 people in Karak district on the Indus highway today. The
(ST [ LYEV I L EER IS [-Ml van was headed towards Dera Ismail Khan from Peshawar when it suddenly caught fire after a gas
van in Karak cylinder exploded inside it. Among the deceased there were 4 women. According to police officials,
the van was carrying members of the same family who were on their way to attend a wedding. After
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the van caught fire, 6 individuals were rescued and were shifted to a nearby hospital for treatment
immediately.

LAHORE: The Liquefied Petroleum Gas Association of Pakistan has expressed its concern over the
rise of substandard LPG imports through the state-owned terminal of Sui Southern Gas Company
Limited’'s (SSGC) LPG department. LPGA Chairman Farooq lftikhar said, “The Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority (OGRA) has strict specifications for import and sale of LPG, which are being
flouted by the LPG importers.” Taking advantage of the shortage of LPG supply in the international
market, importers have been purchasing low quality products and selling the same to LPG marketing
companies, he added. LPG is a mixture of propane and butane and is typically imported in the ratio of
60% Butane and 40 % Propane. However, cargoes of pure butane have been imported, labelled as
LPG, thereby evading custom and import duties. “LPG companies have been duped into believing
that they were purchasing quality products, whereas they have been receiving butane, which is a low
pressure product,” said Iftikhar.

Some LPG importers, with SSGC LPG, are reserving exclusive space at the terminal, making it
difficult for other importers to offload their product. This has resulted in substantial demurrage
payments by importers and has caused delays in distribution of the product. The chairman said,
“Being a public sector company, SSGC LPG cannot allow exclusivity to anyone and neither should it
refuse to accommodate the product of others. If anything, it should allow the swap of products
between importers in order to maximise revenue for itself.”

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has said that like 2015, provision of quality
education and health facilities will continue to be the top priority of the government in 2016 and there
will be no shortage of resources for this purpose. He said that the provincial government has
provided funds of billions of rupees for extending modern health and education facilities to masses.
The CM was talking to Members National and Provincial Assemblies of PML-N who met him on
Friday. The chief minister said that development of education and health sectors on solid foundations
is the priority of the government and all necessary resources are being utilised for this purpose,
adding that reforms of revolutionary nature have been introduced in education and health sectors.
Shahbaz said that provision of basic facilities in schools is being ensured under the reforms
programme while solid measures have been taken for ensuring attendance of teachers and students.
“Youths are future of the country and a precious national asset and concrete measures taken by
Punjab government in education sector for the empowerment of youth have yielded positive results,”
he added. The CM further said that education is not only a weapon against terrorism, extremism and
sectarianism but also the secret of progress and development, adding that funds spent on promotion
of education is not expenditure but useful investment in the future of the country. The chief minister
said that setting up of Punjab Educational Endowment Fund, Daanish School System, scholarship for
talented boy and girl students, educational programme of Punjab Education Foundation and the
study tours of position-holders to international educational institutions are revolutionary measures of
Punjab government and have yielded a positive impact on education sector. An important element of
these educational programmes is that besides Punjab, students of Sindh, Baluchistan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Baltistan, Azad Kashmir and Federal Board have also been included in these
projects, which is promoting national unity and brotherhood, he said, adding that talented children of
poorest families are getting education through Punjab Educational Endowment Fund and Daanish
School System. Shahbaz said that more than 100,000 students are studying at local and foreign
educational institutions with the help of Punjab Educational Endowment Fund. “Like education, the
health sector is also among the top priorities of the government and maximum resources are being
provided for extending quality health facilities to the masses at their doorstep.” He said that modern
hospitals are being set up throughout the province while health facilities at tehsil and district
headquarters hospitals and rural and basic health centres are also being improved.

ISLAMABAD: The firewood and coal demand has increased due to gas load shedding in various
localities in the federal capital. Mushtag Ahmed who is a resident of F-8 sector said that the sale of
firewood and coal had increased for last few days as temperature had decreased. He said that most
of the hotels also started using firewood and coal for cooking due to low gas pressure. Coal is being
sold at Rs 50 per kilogramme, he added. A hotel owner at Civic Centre (Melody) claimed that his
expenses had registered a significant increase due to use of firewood adding that 40kg firewood is
available at Rs 1000 to Rs 1100 which forced him to increase the prices of dishes. The shoppers
claimed that the prices of coal and firewood are different in various localities adding that it was
available at Rs 1100 to Rs 1200 per 40 kilogramme in some areas.

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Traffic Police (ITP) has decided to issue driving licenses to only those
applicants who are having address of Islamabad on their Computerised National Identity Card
(CNIC). SSP (Traffic)) Malik Matloob said that this step has been taken to discourage corruption and
illegal agents (locally called agents who offer their CNIC to unknown persons against money and help
get the license in connivance with the officials). He said that the basic purpose is to discourage such
agents who used to make 15-20 affidavits on their single CNIC. From now onwards, it has been
made mandatory that applicant should have address of federal capital on his or her CNICs. Earlier on
behalf of the applicants from other than Islamabad district, an affidavit was submitted by his or her
relative, friend or blood relations belonging to federal capital (addressee of Islamabad) that both know
each other and the signatory of the affidavit took the responsibility of applicant. Last week, the SSP
(Traffic) Malik Matloob directed his staff not to allow applicants having other than Islamabad address
on their CNIC to enter in the premises of ITP office. Hundreds of applicants from various districts had
to return from ITP office with complaints that such orders should be at least made public through
some media and then restrictions be imposed. Driving Licence of federal capital is being issued by
the office of Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP Traffic). A person should obtain a learner permit
issued by the same licensing authority mentioned above and then complete the mandatory six-week
training period before he or she could apply for a regular licence to drive. The person needs to
appear for a test on the date assigned and a regular licence is issued for a period of five-years upon
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successful completion of the driving test. Now it has been declared that person not having address of
federal capital on his or her CNIC would be issued neither learner permit nor regular driving licence.
He said that the persons with affidavit of their department within Islamabad could apply for the
licence. On the other hand, applicants said that imposing overall ban on those from other districts
especially adjoining districts of federal capital is very much odd. Many of them are of the view that it
is the high-tech era and such agents can be detected easily as well as such misuse should have
been stopped. The driving licence issued by ITP contains special security features inscribed in it. The
licence cannot be forged or tampered by anybody and all the specifications of the licence holder are
imprinted in the licence.

ISLAMABAD: Faculty of Engineering and Computer Sciences of National University of Modern
Languages (NUML) arranged in-house project display 2016 at NUML on Friday in which final year
students of MCS, BSCS and BSSE displayed their final projects. NUML Rector Major General (r)
Ziaud Din Najam inaugurated the ceremony while NUML Director General (DG) Brig Riaz Ahmed
Gondal, Registrar Brig Aminullah Khan, Dean Dr Muhammad Akbar, Computer Sciences HoD Sajjad
Haider and Software Engineering HoD Col (r) Jamil Ahmed Zia were also present on the occasion.
While speaking on the occasion, NUML Rector Major General (r) Ziaud Din Najam said that the
students are considered as the future of the country and today after seeing final projects of the
students | am very much optimistic that Pakistan has a great future. He said that the students should
develop new ideas and bring innovation in the field of science to make Pakistan a prosperous
country. He stressed the need to follow principles of founder of the Nation Quaid-e-Azam that are
Unity, Faith and Discipline to get excellence in life. Faculty of Engineering and Computer Sciences
Dean Dr Muhammad Akbar briefed the chief guest regarding the details of the event and he along
with all HoDs accompanied NUML rector to visit all the stalls displayed by the students of the said
department. At the End NUML Rector distributed cash prizes among the winners of different national
level competitions.

ISLAMABAD: As the operation against the illegal commercial use is underway in the federal capital,
Building Control Unit, Enforcement Directorate along with the magistrate of the Capital Development
Authority (CDA) have sealed several houses in the residential sectors. These houses were used for
commercial activities. During the operation on Friday, concerned formations of the authority have
sealed house no 3 in street no 36 sector F-6/1. A portion of this house was used for warehouse and
showroom. In the same street of this sector, house no 44 was used as bakery which was also sealed
by the CDA teams. A gym was established in house no 250 of street no 23 in sector E-7 but on the
occasion it was confirmed that the gym is being shifted voluntarily to Markaz F-6 while house no122
in street no11 in sector E-7 was sealed as its basement was used for beauty parlour purpose. House
no198 in street no 70 in sector F-10/3 was used as warehouse that was sealed. To discourage the
commercial activities in the residential areas around 74 houses have been sealed by CDA up till now.
CDA chairman has directed the concerned formations of the authority to expedite the ongoing
operation against the non-confirming use. On the other hand, operation against the encroachments in
different areas of the city is in full swing. Anti-encroachment teams of Enforcement Directorate have
removed encroachments from Markaz G-9 (Karachi Company) and confiscated 11 fully loaded
trucks. On a separate note, a comprehensive survey has been started to ascertain number of
government houses occupied illegally or being misused by the employees in the federal capital. The
government houses have been used or occupied after the expiry of the employment period which is
against the law. The inquiry would be conducted against the elements involved in such activity or
misusing the apartments, flats, premises falling under the jurisdiction of the Capital Development
Authority (CDA). An official of the CDA estate department told that a survey is being carried out in the
residential sectors of the capital after the complaints. Those employees who have completed their
service period should vacate the official houses immediately. The Government is making all efforts to
provide residential facilities to its employees. There are complaints that some elements are misusing
the official property and giving rooms on rent for earning money, the official sources said. The survey
has been started to check these elements involved in such activity. A report would be completed after
the survey and action would be taken against the people violating the laws, the sources added.

KARACHI: Works and Services Department Secretary Aijaz Memon on Thursday said that 582.56
kilometre roads have been constructed with a Japanese grant of Rs 8.87 billion. In a meeting chaired
by Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah, the secretary said that Sindh Road Improvement Project is
being launched for $197.8 million with the assistance of Asian Development Bank. The ADB will
provide 87 percent funding while the Sindh government is bearing 13 percent cost of the project. He
said that under the project 328 kilometre roads would be constructed, including 67 km Tando-
Mohamamd Khan - Badin Road, 55 km Digri-Naukot, 64 km Khyber-Sanghar via Tando Mohammad
Khan, 63 km Sanghar-Mirpurkhas via Sindhi Road, 36 km Sheranpur-Ratodero Road and 44 km
Thul-Kandhkot Road. "Expression of Interest have been floated for project management consultant
on December 12," he said. Giving district wise break up, he told the chief minister that under the
project 28.79 km has been constructed in Thatta district, 39.996 km in Dadu/Jamshoro, 17.28 km in
Hyderabad, 73.212 km in Larkana/Shahdadkot, 71.59 km in Shikarpur, 183.9 km in Khairpur, 103.15
km in Jacobabad/Kandhkot and 10.57 km road in Sukkur districts have been completed. Speaking on
the occasion, Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah said, "Works and Services Department is a national
building institution in the province. It has to ensure quality of work in construction f provincial road
network and buildings, otherwise | would not tolerate corruption and even inefficiency in execution of
uplift works." The Works and Services Department gave detailed presentation on foreign-funded
development projects at the CM House on Thursday. Additional Chief Secretary (Dev) Aijaz Ali Khan,
Principal Secretary to CM Alamuddin Bullo, Works and Services Secretary Aijaz Memon, Secretary
(Tec) P&D Rajani, Special Finance Secretary Hassan Naqvi, Works & Services department chief
engineer and other concerned staff attended the meeting. Aijaz Ali Khan said that Rs 3.03 billion
Chinese assisted Reconstruction of Nawabshah-Sanghar Road is being launched. China is going to
finance 85 percent - Rs 1.780 billion cost of the project, while the Sindh government is contributing 15
percent of the total cost which comes to Rs 1.25 billion. He said that the length of the road is 60
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kilometers and it would be completed within two year after awarding the contract. "We are going to
invite international competitive bidding within next few days," he told the chief minister. The chief
minister directed ACS (Dev) Aijaz Ali Khan to send his team to inspect completed roads and submit
him a detailed report on their quality work and completion report. However, he appreciated
completion of small roads under the Japanese grant.

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Cantonment Board (RCB) on Thursday disconnected 105 illegal water
connections due to non-payment of bills. The operation was carried out on the directives of Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) Dr Saima Shah. The staff disconnected 105 connections in the areas of
Peshawar Road, Aliabad, Chamanzar and Gawalmandi. The RCB chief said that illegal water
connections would be removed adding that the residents should get their connections legalised
otherwise strict action would be taken against the violators.

RAWALPINDI: Northern Gas Pipeline Ltd (SNGPL) Regional General Manager (GM) M Zahoor said
that 67 compressors had been confiscated in raids carried out by the company on Thursday. The
raids were conducted in the localities of Dhoke Chaudrain, Tali Mohri, Dheri Hassanabad, Kuri Road
and Jamia Masjid Road. He said that the operation will continue to ensure smooth supply of gas to
the domestic consumers. He warned that those using compressors would have their connections
disconnected and would also be fined. He informed that gas pressure would improve in few days as
steps are being taken to solve the pressure problem. He also said that the gap between demand and
supply is constantly increasing admitting that increased demand has crippled lives of people. He
urged consumers not to use gas heaters and geysers so that regular supply of gas could be ensured
to the domestic users. While referring compressors as dangerous gadgets, he said that many
incidents had occurred in which precious lives were lost and resulted in destruction of property. The
SNGPL official urged consumers to call the company’s emergency help line to inform about use of
compressors to stop the illegal use of gas.

ISLAMABAD: The Sui Northern Gas Pipeline Limited (SNGPL) company has launched a crackdown
on users of compressors in the twin cities. SNGPL Regional General Manager (GM) Ejaz Ahmad
Chaudhry claimed that the operation has been started against those who steal and suck gas through
compressors depriving others of their due share. He said that federal capital is facing a shortfall of 90
million cubic feet (CFT) gas as current supply stands at 216 million CFT feet against a demand of
300 million CFT. “Compressors and other sucking sources should not be used because such
practices are dangerous but also cause fatal mishaps,” he said. An SNGPL team raided different
areas in Bhara Kahu and disconnected gas connections of one commercial unit and 16 domestic
consumers for using illegal compressors.

ISLAMABAD: The Mother Child Healthcare (MCH) centre at Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences
(PIMS) that is regarded as the largest maternal health facility of the country has become a sorry tale
of gross mismanagement, neglect and nepotism, Daily Times learnt. During a visit to the MCH, it was
observed that owing to non-professional conduct of the PIMS staff, the emergency centre at MCH
has become a ‘death trap’ for expectants. The emergency department has remained unsuccessful to
entertain outsider patients in absence of senior doctors in recent years. The unskilled non-
professional junior gynaecology practitioners are assigned to perform even complicated delivery
procedures. Due to non-professional and unskilled approach of these practitioners, the patients with
serious complications are mainly mistreated. As far as the MCH outdoor patient department is
concerned, the situation is not quite different either. The kith and kin of the PIMS staff are given
treatment on priority basis while common patients have to wait for their turns. The Department of
Gynaecology was set up in MCH centre in 1999 with the collaboration of Japan. It was a gift from
people of Japan to people of Pakistan. The 125-bedded unit comprises of an indoor facility as well as
a separate outdoor patients department and MCH training centre. In the general ward of the MCH,
only 12 beds are available while number of the registered (admitted) patients is almost double. One
bed is accommodating three patients and some patients are kept lying on the floor. To acquire bed
space in private ward is another nuisance for attendants. Many of them have to pay several visits to
attain this facility owing the growing illness of their patients. Meanwhile, the patients having influential
references are being accommodated. It is also learnt that the administration of MCH has refused to
accommodate non-residents of the federal capital. This has added to the woes of expectants coming
from far- flung areas. While talking to Daily Times a 26-year-old expectant Sidra Bibi said that she
had given birth to two children at MCH few years ago. “The administration has denied me routine
check- up card because | am a non-resident of the federal capital,” she added. PIMS Vice Chancellor
Prof Dr Javed Akram said that the administration did not have any discriminatory approach towards
patients. The MCH attends 350 expectants in OPD on a daily basis, which mostly hail from far- flung
areas. “If you give me the details of denial of treatment to expectants at MCH, | would investigate the
matter myself’, he told Daily Times When asked about mismanagement, malfunctioning and
nepotism in MCH, he said that the centre is smoothly handling indoor and outdoor patients within its
resources adding that the doctors, nurses as well as paramedical staff are fully cooperating with
visitors. “In case of one or two improperly dealt cases out of 350 in a day then the entire management
should not be blamed”, he added.

RAWALPINDI: Assistant Commissioner (AC) Dr Sataish sealed the kitchen of two bakeries on
Tuesday for inappropriate cleanliness arrangements. During inspection of different food outlets, the
officials found that cleanliness arrangements of different food items of several bakeries were not
satisfactory for consumption while the expiry date on meat items was not mentioned. The raid was
carried out on the directive of the District Coordination Officer (DCO) Saijid Zafar Dal.

KARACHI: Dow University of Health Sciences (DUHS) on Tuesday organiseed a workshop on 'Skills
Enhancement and Professional Development for Healthcare Workers' and continuous medical
education (CME) session on 'Detection and Monitoring of Viral Hepatitis Using PCR' at Dow
collection point/ STAT Lab, Hyderabad. The aim of this workshop and training was to enhance the
skills of the staff including phlebotomists and receptionists at different collection points of Dow Lab in
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interior Sindh and the objective of the CME was to increase the understating of physicians and
doctors about polymerase chain reaction (PCR) for detection of viral hepatitis and monitoring of its
treatment. In his opening remarks, Dow Lab Additional Director Dr Saeed Khan stated that the World
Health Organization (WHO) has ranked Pakistan 2nd among the world with high rates of chronic
infections. According to WHO, 15 million Pakistanis have already infected with hepatitis virus, with
contaminated syringes being a main source of transmission. Pakistan is among the top syringe
consuming countries where 2.4 billion syringes are used every year. This scenario urged the
importance and need for the trainings, workshops and lectures to increase awareness regarding
hepatitis virus and safe practices among physicians and health care workers, he highlighted. "This is
the reason that DUHS is organising such events regularly not only in provincial capital, but also in
remote parts of the province as well, and the event in Hyderabad is part of these efforts," he added.
Dr Saeed Khan delivered a very informative lecture on 'Detection and monitoring of viral hepatitis
using PCR" and explained the PCR technique and its application in detection of viral hepatitis
including hepatitis B, C and D, and for the monitoring of its treatment. At the end, the experts gave
training on the new software launched for patients services and answered the questions raised by the
participants. It was a successful event in which more than fifty doctors, technicians, phlebotomist and
receptionists participated from different parts of Sindh including Mirpurkhas, Sukkur, Shikarpur, Mithi,
Tharparkar, Thatta, Karachi, and Hyderabad. Liagat University of Health and Medical Sciences
(LUHMS) Pathology Department Chairman Dr lkram was the chief guest. He offered word of wisdom
about the services of Dow University and congratulated the organising secretary Dr Saeed Khan and
his team on successfully organising the workshop and CME session. He urged the importance of
organising such events more frequently.

CS orders inquiry KARACHI: Sindh Chief Secretary Muhammad Siddiqui Memon has directed open inquiry against the
against health officials officers of provincial health department. He issued the orders while chairing a meeting of Anti-

over violation of rules
Daily Times, December 30, 2015

corruption Committee-l held on Tuesday to consider the cases against Health Department officials
over violation of rules under Sindh Public Procurement Regulatory Authority (SPPRA) Rules. ACE
Chairman Syed Mumtaz Ali Shah, Secretary Services (SGA&CD) Jamal Mustafa Syed, Health
Secretary Dr Saeed Ahmed Mangnejo and ACE Director Nazar Muhammad Bozdar attended the
meeting held at the CS office. The officers against whom open inquiry was approved include Dr
Khalid Bukhari and Dr. Syed Hussain Ahmed of Sindh Government Hospital Korangi, Sindh Govt
Hospital Saudabad Medical Superintendent Dr Abdul Shakoor Abbasi, Dr. Zakir Hussain of Rural
Health Centre Tando Bago, Dr Abdur Rehman Sammo and Dr Sher Muhammad Soomro, Store
Keeper Fazal Karim of Rural Health Centre Bulri Shah Kareem. Similarly, Accounts Assistant of
Sindh Government Hospital Saudabad is also included in open inquiry for similar charges. Cases of
few other officers were also considered for violation rules regarding procurement of medicine and
equipment.

TEVTA to provide loans LAHORE: Technical Education and Vocational Training Authority (TEVTA) would provide loans
to prisoners ranging from Rs 10,000 to 100,000 to the prisoners after completion of their technical training in jail.
o N1 L e P ol TEVTA Chairperson Ifran Qaiser informed this to Prisons Inspector General (IG) Mian Farooq Nazeer
at the TEVTA Secretariat on Tuesday. According to details, the loan would be given to prisoners after
their release from jails, which would help them start their own businesses, obtain peace and promote
prosperity in the province. An agreement between TEVTA and the Home Department has already
been signed, according to which, 6,400 prisoners would be trained annually in 13 different jails
across Punjab. Demand driven courses would start from February 15, 2016 in four jails, while short
courses would be launched in the remaining nine jails from Mach 15, 2016. Speaking on occasion,
Irfan Qaiser said that TEVTA is making serious efforts towards the development of Technical Training
Centres (TTC) in Jails. He said the prisoners are unemployed and mostly commit crimes due to
financial crises. “After becoming skilful, they could earn respectable manners and the crime rate
would be reduced. TTCs are being established in nine central jails, two women jails and two juvenile
jails including Central Jail Mianwali, Sahiwal, Gujranwala, Kot Lakhpat Lahore, Bahawalpur,
Faisalabad, Multan, D.G.Khan, Rawalpindi, Multan, Women Section District Jail Faisalabad, Brostal
Jail Faisalabad and Brostal Jail Bahawalpur,” he added. The TEVTA chairman further said that the
male, female and juvenile prisoners, undergoing sentence, would be imparted with demand driven
vocational training in the fields of home appliances repair, electrician, carpenter, beautician, domestic
tailoring, welding, plumbing, motor cycle mechanics, tractor mechanics, machine embroidery,
computer applications, motor winding, fashion designing, hand embroidery and industrial stitching.
TEVTA would provide the machinery, equipment, registration, furniture, curriculum, training manuals
and of the staff, he said, adding that expenditures for admission, examinations and award of
certifications would be by the Home Department.

Residents resent delay ISLAMABAD: Delay in construction work for district hospital Tarlai since the last eight years has
in construction work of sparked resentment among the residents of area. No government hospital is operative for rural areas
district hospital Tarlai in the federal capital and about one million rural population of federal capital stands deprived of
Daily Times, December 30, 2015 medical treatment facilities. Basic health centres are operational but they are in pitiable plight as no

’ ¢ medicines or consultation and tests facilities are provided there. The project for district hospital Tarlai
was announced back in 2007 but construction work of this project could not be initiated on time.
During the previous PPP led government, the project was renamed as Islamabad General Hospital
but this hospital stands restricted to the papers only and practically this project is standing next to nil.
The residents of the area said that it seems as if welfare oriented projects remain no more priority for
the present government as only verbal statements are issued by the rulers and nothing is delivered
on ground. The residents demanded the government to start the construction work on this hospital as
soon as possible otherwise they will be forced to go for a series of protest rallies.

‘CPEC to bring LAHORE: PML-N Leader Hamza Shahbaz said on Monday that China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
prosperity, trade in all (CPEC) would bring prosperity and trade in all provinces equally. Addressing a ceremony in
provinces’ connection with the 43rd death anniversary of Muslim league worker Khawaja Rafique Shaheed held
Dailv Times. December 29. 2015 at Aiwan-e-Igbal, he said the CPEC and investment of $46 billion was not success of a single party,

Y ’ g adding that it was a joint effort and it would change the fate of the country.He said several projects
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would come in the country and challenge of load shedding would be overcome before the next
general elections. He said peace in Karachi and Balochistan was fruit of democracy and sacrifices of
Pakistan Army and leadership of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. He said it was success of Pakistan
that Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi himself visited Pakistan but it was clear that relationship
and dialogues with India would be held on THE BASIS OF equality.

RAWALPINDI: Physically retarded people from adjoining areas of twin cities of Islamabad and
Rawalpindi have urged the authorities concerned to provide them with special facilities in the metro
bus service (MBS). According to reports, more than 100 disable persons with diverse physique
incapacities use to commute on the metro bus daily. These marginalised people have been struggling
to get reserved seats in the bus, as common passengers habitually capture reserved seats. Speaking
to Daily Times, people with disability said that the (MBS) metro bus has two each seats in men and
women portions for special people. These distinguished seats are painted with carroty colure,
besides the caution has also been given, but it often goes unnoticed by common commuters causing
inconvenience amongst person with disabilities. While speaking to Daily Times, Qasim Alee, a
government employee, who uses to travel frequently on the metro bus, said that persons with
disabilities were being deprived of reserved seats. Perturbed at the travel woes, Qasim said it was
one of the happiest day of his life when (MBS) metro was inaugurated and the administration
reserved seats for person with disabilities. He was overjoyed that his travel woes would end following
MBS inauguration. But his travel sufferings were not yet over, he remarked. Being a government
employee, he used to travel daily in the metro bus, but every now and then he finds that common
commuters occupy the reserved seats. In these circumstances, he often sought security staff's help
to take seat, but he cannot repeat this exercise consistently in jam-packed metro, he regretted.
Shabir Hussain, another physical handicapped, who works for NADRA as computer operator, said
that “metro bus is no more friendly for special ones as they were being treated imperfectly”. Though
the authority had reserved seats for person with disabilities, however, special people in metro are
struggling to avail this facility owing to non-cooperation of common people. “The authorities
concerned should assign respective bus driver to accommodate special people”, he suggested.
“Beside this footstep, the MBS authority should also introduce friendly metro economical travelling
card with 50 percent fare for special ones,” he demanded. When contacted, Faizabad Station
Manager Nasir Mahmood said that the metro security staffs try its level best to accommodate these
peoples if someone approaches them. He appealed to normal travellers to take care of person with
disabilities while traveling and earn blessing as well. When he asked about is there any proposal
under consideration to give relief for special people, he refused to comment on the administrative
subject, saying the MBS authority would seriously consider such proposal. Despite repeated
attempts, Metro Bus Authority Chairman Haneef Abbasi could not be contacted to comments on the
said issue.

RAWALPINDI: Town Municipal Administration (TMA) Rawal Town under its grand anti-
encroachment operation on Monday imposed fines on 23 shopkeepers while six truckloads were
confiscated from various areas of city. The anti-encroachment operation was launched on the
directive of the Lahore High Court (LHC). Town Officer Regulation (TOR) Malik Tauseef and other
officials conducted raids in different areas including Raja Bazar, Jamia Masjid Road, Commercial
market and Sadigabad. The team removed encroachments that were hampering the flow of traffic
and cleared footpaths occupied by the vendors in various markets. According to TMA spokesman,
the ongoing anti-encroachment operation has been further intensified to provide relief to the
residents. The spokesman said that markets are regularly being visited and staff is conducting raids
to completely end encroachments.

ISLAMABAD: National Testing Service (NTS) has disbursed Rs 48 million among the needy
university students during the year 2014-15, NTS Chief Operating Officer (COO) Dr Sherzada Khan
said on Monday. He said that 334 students from different university had taken benefits to pay of their
tuition fee besides getting Rs 5,000 stipend per month. Dr Sherzada said that the NTS is playing a
vital role in improving higher education through its testing and assessment system. The service had
the aim to improve the quality rather than earning money. No one could breach its foolproof
examination system, he added. The NTS official said that they had planned to disburse over Rs 150
million scholarships among the needy students of various universities in the coming year. He further
said that the NTS had already launched an initiative for improvement of higher education in
Balochistan through Inter-University Consortium for the promotion of Social Sciences (IUCPSS) and
support of the provincial governments. He said that the NTS is also conducting TOEFL test for the
students who wanted to study abroad. The NTS english learning test is acceptable to all international
universities. A student studying in 13th and 14th standard of public sector college is eligible to take
TOEFL ITP test, he added. He said in the year 2014, out of the total surplus of Rs 272 million earned
by the NTS, Rs 136 million was reserved for the Need-Based Scholarship Programme.

ISLAMABAD: A four-day anti polio campaign in 12 Union Councils (UCs) in rural areas of the federal
capital will begin from January 11, 2016. During the drive, polio drops will be administered to over
150,000 children in the rural areas of the federal capital, a health official said adding that all
arrangements including security measures have been chalked out to make a successful drive.

LAHORE: The National Highways and Motorway Police (NH&MP) N-5 Central have started a special
campaign to check whether lights of all vehicles were working properly so as to ensure night-time
safety on highways. On the directions of NHMP inspector general, a comprehensive campaign has
been launched to ensure proper working of lights of the vehicles during night. While directing officers,
DIG Mirza Faran Baig said that vehicles without taillights or with poor visibility of backlights can
become a cause of serious accidents. He asked the official concerned to ensure enforcement of
properly working backlights and provide briefing to drivers against the use of covers on taillights that
hamper visibility. The Mobile Education Unit N-5 Central officers are visited different bus and heavy
transport terminals to brief and educate the drivers about the importance of taillights while traveling at
night and the dire consequences of having improper taillights or backlights. He asked officers to
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strongly discourage the usage of halogen lights and the practice of using high beams while driving as
it causes inconvenience to others and can result in serious accidents All the sector commanders
have been asked to personally monitor these campaigns to make them result-oriented.

LAHORE: Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) has launched a crackdown against users of
gas compressors across the provincial capital and disconnected hundreds of connections during the
first spell of the drive last week. Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited launched this drive on the
complaints by the public affected due to the installation of compressors on connections around their
neighbourhoods, which stopped or suspended supply of gas to their homes. As many as 16 special
squads have been formed by the Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited management to nab the culprits
across the city. The teams are inspecting the gas meters through sophisticated gadgets on the spot
and after finding its unusual speed they are authorised to put it off and send to the Sui Northern Gas
Pipelines Limited laboratory for checking tempering. Sources said on Sunday that hundreds of
connections were disconnected so far and heavy fines would be imposed against the violators after
finding positive report on tempering and unusual speed due to the compressors. There has been an
acute shortage of gas for the consumers and those who were using compressors actually getting the
gas from the nearby connections that was illegal, added sources. Terming the compressors as a very
dangerous instrument, the sources said that not only these were sucking gas from nearby
connection, but also were damaging the gadgets of the Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited including
the meters. Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited urged the consumers to call to the company’s
helpline to inform about compressors for the sake of helping SNGPL in stopping the illegal use of
gas.

RAWALPINDI: Punjab Education Foundation (PEF) has approved the appointment of 300 trained
teachers to promote the cause of education particularly in the far flung areas of the province.
According to sources, these teachers would be recruited in January 2016 and their tests would be
conducted by NTS to ensure transparent recruitment. The maximum age limit for recruitment of
teachers has been fixed at 50 years with

Masters Degree. Applications would be received upto the January 12th.

Meanwhile, Punjab Education Foundation has started Mobile Schooling Project in Cholistan for the
children of gypsies. Under the project, ten mobile schools have been opened in three district of
Bahawalpur division comprising Cholistan desert areas. PEF Chairman Qamarul Islam Raja said that
in addition to monthly salary teachers of these schools would also be provided motorcycles and petrol
facilities.

RAWALPINDI: Local police in different raids against illegal gas re-filling points arrested five persons
for refilling gas illegally and seized filling instruments from their possessions on Sunday. According to
the reports, Waris Khan police conducted raid and arrested Arab Gul, Faizan and Akram while Gujar
Khan police held Usman on the charges of filling gas illegally and Kahuta police nabbed Mukhtar on
the same charges besides recovering instruments from his custody. Police have registered cases
against all of them and started investigation. Meanwhile, Regional Police Officer (RPO) Fakhar
Sultan Raja has directed to launch crackdown against the illegal business of re-filling gas cylinders.

ISLAMABAD: People have urged the federal government to build a hospital in the surroundings of
Koral Chowk on Islamabad Expressway to provide better medicalfacilities to the residents of the rural
areas at affordable charges. The population of the twin cities is increasing with the passage of time
compelling the residents of the area to bear more issues like shortage of water, lack of medical
facilities and congested roads. One of the important issues highlighted by the residents of Koral,
Ghori Town, PWD, Jinnah Garden, Sawan Garden, Navel Anchorage, River Garden and many other
societies is the absence of public hospital in the area. Many other new housing societies are also
being planned in these areas but lack of medical facilities is posing inconvenience to the general
public. A resident of Ghori Town, Arif Majeed said that private hospitals charge much more fee that is
not affordable for a common man or salaried class in the prevailing price hike situation. “We appeal
the authorities concerned to fulfill our demand of constructing a public hospital giving relief to the
residents of twin cities”. Due to the cold weather, most of the people especially children are faced
with seasonal diseases and a number of parents are visiting hospitals on daily basis. Another
resident, Qasim Shabir told that the patients of the twin cities have to travel miles away for check up
in case of emergency. There is a heavy traffic flow on the Expressway that causes tension for
patients especially for ambulances to reach hospitals, Qasim said. The patients from twin cities are
traveling to Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) or Benazir Bhutto Hospital, Poly Clinic
Hospital that takes more time for those residing in rural areas of the city. Hospitals in Islamabad and
Rawalpindi had already overcrowded so there is need for a public hospital as soon as possible for
better facilitation of the residents of twin cities.
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KARACHI: With a conviction rate of 27.7 per cent, district courts of Sindh
disposed of 29,609 cases and sentenced accused in 8,201 cases in 2015, it
emerged on Saturday.

Around 66,850 cases are still pending trial before the district courts.

According to collective data, 27 judicial districts of the province acquitted accused
in 21,408 cases from January to December 2015. The acquittal rate stood at
72.3p¢.

However, the collective conviction rate of five Karachi district courts in 2015 stood
at 51pc with Karachi-East courts topped the list with 60pc conviction
Karachi-South district courts decided 2,506 cases with 1,501 convictions; East
courts 1,766 cases with 1,077 convictions, West courts 1,062 cases with 516
convictions; Central 1,791 cases with 784 convictions and Malir district courts
disposed of 1,672 cases with 668 convictions in 2015,

The Hyderabad district courts decided 1,573 cases with 454 convictions; Dadu
1,874 cases with 165 convictions; Badin 953 cases with 197 convictions; Thatta
920 cases with 204 convictions; Mirpurkhas 840 cases with 356 convictions;
Sanghar 1,153 cases with 270 convictions; Mithi 231 cases with 29 convictions
and Sukkur district courts disposed of 707 cases with 163 convictions last year.
Similarly, district courts of Shaheed Benazirabad disposed of of 838 cases with
116 convictions; Naushahro Feroze 1,433 cases with 180 convictions; Khairpur
1,725 cases with 167 convictions; Ghotki 1,281 cases with 145 convictions;
Larkana 574 cases with 165 convictions; Shikarpur 1403 cases with 127
convictions; Jacobabad 790 cases with 148 cases; Umerkot 507 cases with 171
convictions; Jamshoro 803 cases with 201 convictions; Matiari 560 cases with 52
convictions; Tando Mohammad Khan 396 cases with 128 convictions; Tando
Allahyar 402 cases with 67 convictions; Kashmore/Kandhkot 958 cases with 69
convictions and Kamber/Shehdad-kot 891 cases with 81 convictions.

The four anti-corruption courts of the province decided 194 cases in 2015. The
courts convicted accused in 26 cases with a conviction ratio of 13.40pc.

Around 1,594 cases are still pending in the four anti-graft courts.

With a conviction ratio of 33.61pc, 19 antiterrorism courts of Sindh disposed of
1,324 cases — 879 acquittals and 445 conviction orders — during 2015.

The number of cases stil pending trial is 3,633,

The anti-narcotic courts of Sindh disposed of 374 cases in 2015,

It convicted accused in 194 cases and the conviction rate stood at 51.87pc. About
2,729 cases are still pending trial

Arabian Sea

000

Sindh District Courts

High Acquittal Rate 2015

Punjab
Balochistan

Sukkur

INDIA

s.Benazirabad  Sifid

Sanghar

Jamshoro

Tharparkar

e Wy

Legend

O No. of Convictions

No. of Cases Disposed
by Sindh District Court

[ 231402

[ a03-707

[ ]7o6-1153

[ 1154 - 1,874

I 175-8.797

|:| Provincial Boundary
:] International Boundary

Creation Date: N Jan 03,2016
Projection/Datum: 'WGS 84 Geographic
Page Size: A3
T
0
R LT e
SRS D
SEAY
AN

_SolonsinTime_

ALHASAN SYSTEMS (PVT) LTD.

+92.51.282.0449835.9288|maps@alhasan.com
Il Rights

Copyright 2016
wwwalhasan com

270

Data Source(s):
mediainews

DISCLAIMER:

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

This product is the sole property of ALHASAN SYSTEMS
[www.alhasan.com] - A Knowledge Management, Business
Psychology Modeling, and Publishing Company. The product
is brought to you free of cost in digital format for information
purposes only. The product might have not been prepared for
or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying purposes.
For furtther detail and metadata information please call
ALHASAN SYSTEMS at +92.51.282.0449 | 835.9288 or
email us at connect@alhasan.com

25°00N

Afghanistan

000

A Tew1F-5/1 ,ﬂ?‘u%@/;z?guuﬁb?:zos-c

/:L:';{“b‘/.{/u@: ",.t;/"@j‘/,ﬁ._m,//',1g5

+92.91.525.3347, +92.51.282.0449
www.alhasan.com :&# bz bulletins@alhasan.com:del

, ISSN 2410-5538(D) ISS
National | @ www.alhasan.com g

Journalists sl 2
Forum ’WJ —

L J

N 2410-40:;09)—;’ l 1‘
v

u’}lK.:jU"'/JlruéfLJ&wdzgﬁzmwétugéyug Solutions in Time






