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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES

KP CM pledges to
rehabilitate infrastructure

of quake, flood-hit areas
The News,December13, 2015

Plotting the elimination of

dengue
The Nation,December13, 2015
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DETAILS

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Pervez Khattak has said that the provincial government is committed
to rehabilitating the infrastructure affected by floods and earthquake in the province.He was talking
at the “Partners Workshop on Recovery and Rehabilitation of Earthquake and Flood Damaged
Areas of KP”, organised by Provincial Disaster Management Authority in Islamabad.Provincial
Chief Secretary Amjad Ali Khan, Provincial Ministers Inayatullah Khan, lkramullah Gandapur and
Muzaffar Said, ambassadors of Japan, European Union, several diplomats, country heads of
international NGOs and government officials participated in the workshop.

The chief minister said the provincial government had so far contributed Rs11.5 billion to be paid to
the district administrations as compensation for the people affected by the calamities. He said that
his government was fully committed to be engaged in effective, comprehensive and result oriented
planning. He reaffirmed his government conviction towards well-conceived and properly planned
reconstruction and rehabilitation work in the affected areas of the Province.

DG PDMA briefed the participants of the workshop about the damages reported due to floods in
Chitral and earthquake in Malakand division.The participants were informed that the sector-wise
reconstruction estimates both for the floods and earthquake stands at around $40
million.Ambassadors from different countries and Country Heads of UN agencies pledged to jointly
work for the rehabilitation of the affected population to ensure sustainable development in the area.
They also informed that International Humanitarian Organisations and other partners are already
on ground to support the KP government in different rehabilitation programmes.

The planet of Earth is rich with eternal beauty but the prosperity and tranquility provided by the
nature to this part of the universe is in a shambles today.High population growth rate, urbanization,
global warming and new environmental constraints are evolving the issue of disease outbreaks
and dengue fever is one of them.

South Asia, South East Asia, Africa and South America are those hapless parts of the globe in
which the maledictions of dengue virus are yet to be eradicated.This is a matter of great concern
which must be solved by the brains and brawn of international community.

The dengue virus has exposed itself in 5 serotypes throughout the globe inter alia DENV-1, DENV-
2, DENV-3, DENV-4 and the fifth type DENV-5, which was announced in 2013.The virus is
particularly transmitted by mosquitoes called aedes aegypti and aedes albopictus.Humans are the
primary host of the virus.A female mosquito that takes a blood meal from a person infected with
Dengue fever becomes itself contaminated with the virus which also includes her salivary
glands.When a mosquito carrying dengue virus bites a person, the virus enters the skin together
with the mosquito’s saliva.The virus binds to the Langerhans cells inside the skin.DC-SIGN, a non-
specific receptor for foreign material on Langerhans cells seems to be the main point of ingression
for Dengue Virus.The virus replicates inside the cell and the newly formed viruses bud on the
surface of the infected cell which are released by exocytosis.

The unleashed viruses then bind to and irrupt into white blood cells (WBCs) such as monocytes
and macrophages.The white blood cells respond by producing a number of signalling proteins
such as cytokines and interferons.The virus further infects stromal cells of bone marrow which lead
to bone marrow dysfunction and subsequently reduced number of platelets.Fever, myalgia,
headache, nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea and a rash are the initial symptoms of dengue fever which
are followed by petechia, positive tourniquet test and mild bleeding from the mucous membranes
of the mouth and nose.In some cases, the infection may progress to the dengue shock syndrome
and dengue hemorrhagic fever.Laboratory tests for timely detection of infection include virus
isolation in cell cultures, nucleic acid detection by PCR, NS1 antigen detection and specific
antibodies detection (IgM) and low platelets count.Currently there is no licensed vaccine and
antiviral drug to beat the perils in the affected regions.

Various research institutes and pharmaceutical companies should be sponsored and patronised
for swift invention of an effective vaccine and antiviral drug.Research is to be initiated to develop a
therapeutic tool that can interfere with the interaction of Viral E protein with several molecules like
ICAM3-grabbing non-integrin, CD209, Rab5, GRP78 and the Mannose receptor of the target
cell.The preparation and production of synthetic pentavalent Human Dengue immune globulins
(HDIG) shall be a quantum leap in therapeutic arena.

Studies should also be conducted to ferret out any role of Sofosbuvir (SOVALDI) & Ledipasvir in
the management of Dengue Fever.The arena of discovery of small molecules that can target viral
enzymes which are essential for virus replication in infected cells needs further
exploration.Presently, the most important fields of interest are the practical invention and discovery
of Protease inhibitors, RNA dependent RNA polymerase inhibitors, 5- Capping process inhibitors
and drugs that can target the relation between NS1 and Toll Like Receptor 4 (TLR4).In some
studies, interfering with viral replication using Peptide-Conjugated Phosphorodiamidate Morpholino
Oligomers (P-PMOs) have also been proposed and are effective in cell culture.Elimination of the
dengue virus demands both long-term and short-term plans.

The affected countries shall undertake an exercise of screening their citizens for timely detection of
the virus and isolation of the affected individuals.A paradigm of placement of the guppy (poecilia
reticulata) or cope pods in standing water should be made a prodigious affair throughout the
globe.Genetically engineered mosquitoes for eradication of dengue virus can also be helpful in
minimization of purgatory scenes.Lastly, studies should also be conducted to observe any
therapeutic role of modified dengue virus in the management of essential thrombocythemia and
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polycythemia vera.In short, it is concluded that the preservation of world as a safe haven for
humanity demands the initiation of great leap forward plans to make the future free from gory
incidents.

Over the last century, the average temperature of the earth increased by 0.6 degrees and experts
estimated that it will increase by 1.4 to 5.8 degrees centigrade by the end of the current
century.What does it mean? How does that have any effect on a person’s daily life?

For a third world country that is struggling with power outages and recurring political crises, is this
even a relevant discussion?

The answer is yes.

Itis relevant.

It is important.

And it impacts all of us.

The geographical location of Pakistan places it in a heat surplus zone, which makes it extremely
susceptible to the impact of climate change. The occurrence of rising temperatures in Pakistan is
expected to be higher than the global average. The northern areas of the country host more than
5000 glaciers while the south is composed of hyper deserts. Its land area is mostly arid and semi-
arid which means that about 60 per cent of the area receives less than 250 millimetres rainfall
annually and 24 per cent receives 250-500 millimetres. Pakistan’s rivers are predominantly fed by
the Hindu Kush Karakoram-Himalayan glaciers which are reported to be receding quickly due to
global warming.

There is a dire need to understand climate change, recognise its relevance and move towards
action. Pakistan has been devastatingly affected by natural disasters including drought, floods and
cyclones and is ranked among the top 10 countries most affected by climate change.The
persistent drought conditions in districts such as Tharparkar and the sudden heat wave in Karachi
this summer which claimed the lives of more than thousand people only corroborate the claims of
destructive impacts of climate change on Pakistan. The financial strain of these impacts is also
staggering. It is estimated that in the previous two decades, the country has suffered average
losses of $2 billion per year on account of extreme weather events linked to climate change.

| believe that things will only get worse, unless a comprehensive and all inclusive policy is adapted
to deal with climate change. In Pakistan, as on a global scale, water, food and energy create a
nexus of interdependence whose balance is thrown off by a globally changing climate. A significant
portion of the country’s population lives in the low coastal areas or river deltas, where climate
change can cause sea levels to rise and even lead to floods. Increasing frequency and intensity of
extreme hydrological events makes the Indus Delta a high risk zone for sustainable crop
production. There is evidence which suggests that Pakistan is crossing the line between water
stressed and water scarce.

| don’t want to paint an absolutely bleak picture of the future. There are a lot of things that we can
do to mitigate and adapt, as this is one of the most important areas which demand global attention.
Pakistan’s contribution to global carbon emissions is 0.8% yet in 2013, it was ranked amongst the
top three countries affected by climate change. The country has limited capacity, resource scarcity,
and inadequate physical and institutional infrastructure to cope with and timely respond to the
climatic disasters.Pakistan, let's hope, has used the platform of COP 21 to make a case to the
international community and work towards global collaboration.

On a local level, we need to initiate national level capacity building programs to encourage demand
oriented conservation technologies. Around 60 per cent of the population in Pakistan is under the
age of 25 which serves as a huge window of opportunity. These youngsters are going to control
the reins of the future and any effort to build their capacity is an investment in the future. A well
informed and environmentally conscious populace can act as an antidote to a laid back
government.

| recently served as the youth adviser for the United Nation Pakistani Youth for Climate Change
Project which aimed to further this very cause. An educational forum was organised which brought
together environmental experts and youth from various educational institutes in Islamabad. The
goal was to sensitise the youth to the environmental problems with the help of interactive dialogues
and exercises. The power of an enlightened and active youth is undeniable and | believe that such
initiatives strengthen these voices.All of us have the capacity and faculty to do something and a
make a positive contribution towards solving the pertinent issue of climate change. It's time we
came out of our veil of ignorance and accepted our responsibility.

KARACHI:The Secretary, Environment, Sports and Youth Affairs Balochistan Dr. Shoaib Ahmed
Golla has ordered the authorities concerned to speed up monitoring and environmental
assessment of the industries in Hub Industrial Area (HIA) in order to ensure compliance of the
environmental regulations and make HIA pollution free industrial zone. In a meeting with the
members of Lasbela Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI) with Dr Shoib Golla at LCCI it
was strongly recommended that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Balochistan should
gear up its monitoring and facilitating actions in order to get maximum number of industries under
the compliance of Environmental Laws thus providing the pollution free environment to the people
of Lasbela.

Ismail Suttar, Chairman LCCI sub-committee on Environment said that under the guidance of the
LCCI President Magsood Ismail, the Chamber has been continuously pursuing its members to
follow the National Environmental Quality Standards (NEQS) framed under the provisions of
environmental laws and a large number of industries have got the NOC’s for operations from EPA
and now it is domain of EPA to monitor and guide the industries for execution of mitigation plans
and for submission of periodical reports. He also updated regarding the proceeding with respect to
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the coverage of Hub Naala and the setting up of Combined Effluent Water Treatment Plant and
solid waste management facility at Hub. The Secretary, Environment, Sports and Youth Affairs, Dr.
Shoaib Ahmed Golla advised the industry in their own interest to execute the mitigation plans
suggested in the NOC'’s issued by the EPA and to initiate the process of getting the NOC'’s by
those industries who have not yet get the same within a specified time limit after which the EPA will
start taking legal action against them.

KARACHI: Dengue fever has become a disease for all seasonsin Karachi due to negligence of
concerned authorities, which is really a troublesome development for hapless Karachiites. Dengue
cases are being reported even when the weather has already turned cold. At least 125 more
dengue fever cases have been reported across the Sindh province in a week, out of which 121
were detected from Karachi city. As per weekly report issued by Dengue Prevention & Control
Program Sindh, a total 3,414 dengue fever cases were reported from Sindh province from 1st
January 2015 to till time, out of which 3,333 were detected from Karachi city. Ten people died from
dengue fever in the city this year so far.

From 23 November to 29 November 2015, 125 dengue fever cases were emerged across the
province, out of which 21 were reported from Karachi, three from Hyderabad and one from Badin.
Report further stated out of total 3,414 dengue fever reported cases, 3,333 were reported from
Karachi, 34 from Hyderabad, nine from Larkana, eight from Mirpurkhas, seven from Umerkot, five
from Jamshoro, four from Shaheed Benazirabad, three each Thatta, Sukkur & Ghotki, two from
Sanghar, one each from Shikarpur, Badin and Jacobabad.

PESHAWAR: The sector wise reconstruction estimates for damages caused by the floods and
earthquake stand at around US $ 40 million approximately Rs 40 billion rupees in Khyber
Pakthunkhwa.

This was stated by the Director General Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) while
addressing the Partners Workshop on “Recovery and Rehabilitation of Earthquake and Flood
Damaged Areas of KP”, Organized by Provincial Disas-ter Management Authority in Islamabad on
Friday.

The DG PDAM briefed the participants of the workshop about the damages reported due to floods
in Chitral and earthquake in Malakand division. Ambassadors of Japan, European Union, a large
number of diplomats and country heads of Interna-tional NGOs, authorities of KP P&D, Relief, Fi-
nance departments, NDMA and PDMA participated in the workshop.

Ambassadors from different countries and Country Heads of UN Agencies pledged to jointly work
for the rehabilitation of the affected population to ensure sustainable development in the area.
They also informed, that International Humanitarian Organizations and other partners were already
on ground to support the KP government in different rehabilitation programs.

Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Pervez Khattak in his address on the occasion stated that the
Provincial government had provided rescue and sufficient relief to both flood and earthquake hit
communities in the province, adding “we consider this our primary responsibility.”

The planet of earth is rich in eternal beauty but the prosperity and tranquility provided by nature to
this part of the universe is in shambles today. High population growth rate, urbanisation, global
warming and new environmental constraints are evolving the issue of disease outbreaks and
dengue fever is one of them. South Asia, South East Asia, Africa and South America are those
hapless continents in which the maledictions of dengue virus are yet to be eradicated.

The dengue virus has exposed itself in five serotypes throughout the globe. Humans are the
primary host of the virus. A female mosquito that takes a blood meal from a person infected with
dengue fever becomes itself infected with the virus which also includes her salivary glands. The
infected mosquito lays its eggs in artificial water containers and feed on human beings. When a
mosquito carrying dengue virus bites a person, the virus enters the skin together with the
mosquito’s saliva. Fever, myalgia, headache, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea and a rash are the initial
symptoms of dengue fever which are followed by petechia, positive tourniquet test and mild
bleeding from the mucous membranes of the mouth and nose. In some cases, the infection may
progress to the dengue shock syndrome and dengue hemorrhagic fever.

Currently there is no licenced vaccine and antiviral drug to beat the perils in the affected regions.
Various research institutes and pharmaceutical companies should be sponsored and patronised
for swift invention of an effective vaccine and antiviral drug.The elimination of the dengue virus
demands both long term and short term plans. The affected countries need to undertake an
exercise of screening their citizens for timely detection of the virus and isolation of the affected
individuals.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Climate Change Zahid Hamid on Friday said the government had
closed 45 brick kilns out of 82 operating in surroundings of the twin cities of Islamabad and
Rawalpindi after finding them hazard for environment and health.

While speaking in the National Assembly during the question-hour, he said Pakistan Environmental
Protection Agency (Pak-EPA)) is regularly monitoring other 37 brick kilns keeping in view all the
environmental and health aspects.He said Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) administration is
holding meetings with owners of brick kilns to convince them to shift their plants to other suitable
places but they were demanding compensation.He said if the brick kilns found violating the
prescribed rules then they will be closed down right away. He clarified that there are no steel mills
and brick kiln located in residential areas of federal capital. It is a fact that steel mills located in
capital’'s industrial area and brick kilns in peri-urban area do cause environmental pollution.”The
minister said that Pakistan 1Meteorological Department (PMD) had been equipped with European
software for flood forecasting and with the help of this technology efficiency of the PMD is
improved considerably.
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National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), Federal Flood Commission (FFC), Provincial
Irrigation Departments (PIDs), PMD and its Flood Forecasting Division (FFD) and Pakistan
Communication for Indus Water (PCIW) department are involved in flood management in the
country, he added.Zahid Hamid said in principle there is a ban on production of non-degradable
plastic bags but it could not be implemented due to certain reasons. He would expedite the work to
ensure ban on such material bags, he added.On a separate note, Pakistan is amongst the
countries that are severely affected by climate change according to Climate Change Index (CCl).
This has been pointed out by Meteorologist and Environmental Expert Dr Qamar Zaman Chaudhry
in a report presented to Ministry of Climate Change. He said climate change threat to Pakistan is
considerably increasing in the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events coupled with
erratic monsoon rains causing frequent and intense floods and droughts.He further said projected
recession of Hindu Kush-Karakoram-Himalayan (HKH) glaciers due to global warming and carbon
soot deposits from trans-boundary pollution sources are threatening water inflows into the Indus
River System (IRS).

More frequent and intense floods and rising temperatures resulting in enhanced heat have also
caused increased siltation of major dams and water-stressed conditions particularly in arid and
semi-arid regions leading to reduced agricultural productivity.Climate change is also posing threat
to increased health risks and climate change induced migration.

Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Parvez Khattak has said the PTl-led coalition government in
the province has provided rescue and relief services to both flood and earthquake-hit communities,
as we consider it our prime role and responsibility. He disclosed that the provincial government has
released Rs 11.5 billion to the district administrations to be paid as compensation to the calamity
victims. He was talking at the Partners Workshop on "Recovery and Rehabilitation of Earthquake
and Flood Damaged Areas of KP" in Islamabad on Thursday.

Besides Chief Secretary KP Amijid Ali Khan, provincial ministers Enayatullah Khan, Ikramullah
Gandhapur, and Muzaffar Sayed, ambassadors of Japan, European Union, a large number of
diplomats and country heads of International NGOs, authorities of KP P&D, Relief, Finance
departments, NDMA and PDMA participated in the workshop. The chief minister acknowledged the
support of all stakeholders who took part in the relief activities and thanked Pak Army, NDMA,
PDMA, and the district administrations for their proactive role in rescue and relief operations.

He said that his government was fully committed to be engaged in effective, comprehensive and
result-oriented planning. He reaffirmed his government conviction towards well conceived and
properly planned reconstruction and rehabilitation work in the affected areas of the province.

Khattak said that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province had frequently experienced alarming and diverse
portfolio of natural disasters that resulted in large scale impact on life, properties, infrastructures
and social and cultural relationships as well. However, he said that they understand that
appropriate planning for sustainable reconstruction and rehabilitation will be a very crucial and
wise step for building back safer communities. He believed that well-coordinated efforts from all
stakeholders ensure holistic approach to bring sustainable change.

The discussion, comments and feedback shared by the participants also emphasized the
importance of effective approaches and methods towards disaster risk reduction. Over the years,
the valued partnerships developed, encouraged them to look forward to the support in the area of
your interest and in rebuilding better, safer, more developed and prosperous Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
he observed. The participants pledged to jointly work for the rehabilitation of the affected
population to ensure sustainable development in the area.

LAHORE:The communication Department of Lahore Waste Management Company (LWMC), in
collaboration with Turkish company Albayrak and KIPS school system, organised a public
awareness campaign in the locality of Laal Pull Canal Road with aim to sensitise local residents on
Solid Waste Management System.

Campaign was comprised of awareness walk, setting up of camps, public briefing, distribution of
pamphlets, machinery demonstration, symbolic waste picking and cleanup operation. Awareness
walk led by local MPA Mian Waheed, Chairman Union Council Ali Imran & LWMC HOD
Communication Department Jamil Khawar was carried out along the canal. A large number of
KIPS School children, sanitary staff and local residents joined walk and other components of the
campaign with pledge to ensure their due role in improving clean environment across the city

Local MPA along with schoolchildren participated waste picking activity on the road, market and
inside locality. Inspired by students’ extraordinarily true feeling and enthusiasm for the campaign,
Gull gave them cash prizes and termed students’ true ambassadors of change in the society.
Campaign also included a comprehensive operation of mechanical washing of roads, footpaths
and market resultantly giving the locality a very clean look.Cleanliness campaign was highly
appreciated by the community especially small children’s behavior towards their social
responsibility.

MANSEHRA: The district administration has planned to induct volunteers across Mansehra for
disaster management.

The natural calamities have claimed over 30,000 lives in the district during the last one
decade.“We have finalised a strategy to induct volunteers in all 59 union councils of the district to
promptly yet effectively respond to disasters both natural and manmade to reduce damage to
public life and property,” additional deputy commissioner Shahrukh Khan said during a function at
the New Circuit House here on Thursday.

Saibaan Development Organisation, a nongovernmental organisation, had organised the function
to hand over modern firefighting and other related equipment to the district disaster management
authority to meet calamities.
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SDO managing director Sahibzada Javed Alfaizi, assistant commissioner and DDMA chief Naveed
Ahmad and tehsil nazim Khurram Khan also spoke on the occasion.The tehsil nazim said
Mansehra was a disaster-prone district, where the 2005 earthquake claimed over 30,000 lives,
while scores were killed by flashfloods and manmade disasters.“We've faced difficulties in
reaching the affected remote and mountainous areas whenever there’re natural calamities or
manmade tragedies. Now we’re inducting volunteers in the district disaster management authority
in remote and backward areas. They will be given training of how to respond quickly in case of
emergencies,” he said.

The SDO managing director said modern firefighting and related tools were handed over to the
DDMA to increase its response and efficiency during disasters.

“We have also provided fireproof metal uniform to firefighters,” he said.The tehsil nazim said other
nongovernmental organisations should follow Saibaan in equipping the government departments
to effectively response in case of mishap. Later, the SDO managing director handed over the
equipment to the DDMA chief.

RALLY AGAINST CORRUPTION: Students and teachers of the Hazara University on Thursday
took out a rally against corruption in society and declared the menace a big hurdle to the
development and prosperity.The participants began the rally outside the university’s administration
block and came back after marching through different roads.The participants holding placards with
messages against corruption demanded effective legislation to punish the corrupt people.

The Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa convened an international partners’ dialogue to seek
collaboration on the early recovery frameworks for areas affected by the October earthquake and
flooding in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province. The framework was developed with support from
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and presented at a workshop hosted by the
KP Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) and UNDP.

The frameworks were presented by Mr Amer Afaq, the Director General of PDMA’s Provincial
Reconstruction, Rehabilitation & Settlement Authority. The chief guest was Mr Pervez Khattak,
Chief Minister of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.Mr Neil Buhne, UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator,
said, “| am pleased to join this event today on the importance of early recovery frameworks for the
vulnerable communities and areas affected by the floods and earthquake in Pakistan. We are
already seeing the effects of climate change across Pakistan as natural disasters grow more
frequent and intense. The United Nation in Pakistan continues to work with the government and
development partners to build resilience to shocks and develop the capacities of the communities
and institutions to adapt to extreme weather events. Taking a developmental approach, this
workshop is useful in mitigating risks and harnessing new opportunities for the vulnerable
communities in Pakistan. ”

Mr Marc-André Franche, UNDP Country Director said, “Adaptation to climate change is critical for
sustainable development. The damages from the floods and the earthquake this year were
considerable and people are now in a dire situation as their houses and livelihoods have been
severely affected. UNDP is rebuilding critical infrastructure benefiting 5000 families with the
support of the Government of Japan. The needs are tremendous as visible in the assessment
conducted by the KP Government with the support of UNDP, FAO, SRSP and other partners. We
are hoping that through the dialogue today, we can engage in a substantive conversation for
greater support from the international community.”

During the summer of 2015, mountainous regions of Chitral district, KP province were severely
affected by flooding caused by torrential rain and glacial lake outburst floods (GLOF). These killed
36 people and caused severe damage to infrastructure. Before the area had begun to fully recover,
it was badly hit by an earthquake measuring 7.5 on the Richter scale, which caused severe
damage across seven districts of KP, including Chitral. In Chitral, over 19,000 homes were
damaged.

Following the July flooding, PDMA developed a flood recovery needs assessment and action
framework with technical assistance from UNDP. A sectoral analysis was conducted, showing that
nearly PKR 7 billion was required for reconstruction, including PKR4 billion to rebuild the transport
sector alone. The damage assessment conducted by district line departments were validated by
the Sarhad Rural Support Programme. UNDP has initiated rehabilitation of 26 critical infrastructure
schemes in Chitral, with US$230,000 funding from the Government of Japan. Immediately after the
October earthquake, UNDP drafted a Recovery and Reconstruction strategy document based on
consultations with PDMA, Chitral district officials and other UN agencies including UNICEF, WFP,
FAO, UNHabitat, and ILO. Thematic maps were used to show the extent of damage in various
sectors in earthquake affected areas of Chitral, such as damage to homes, schools, roads,
bridges, and water supply schemes. An estimated US$317 million will be required for earthquake
recovery. UNDP Pakistan is collaborating with the Heritage Foundation to pilot 160 prefabricated
green shelters and toilets for families who have lost their homes in Chitral and Shangla districts.

A violent Earthquake at 8.1 Richter scale struck Pakistan resulting in loss of around three hundred
lives and collapse of thousands of houses across the country especially in the KPK Province. This
is indeed very tragic. Rescue operations were geared up to respond to rehabilitation works
resulting from the natural disaster devastations. In 2005, more sever catastrophic damage
occurred in Northern Areas including the Azad Kashmir. Did we learn, losses from the past quake?
Perhaps not! The “dang tapao” policies prevailed as usual. Can we really change and plan better
to meet future possible disasters in the wake of changed fault-lines of the Earth’s structure in
Pakistan’s geographic regions.

Accordingly, convergence between the South Asian and Eurasian Regions has taken place posing
threats of more earthquakes in Pakistan due to underground geographic changes.In the last
earthquake on October 8, 2005, at least 86,000 people were killed, more than 69,000 injured
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causing extensive damage in northern Pakistan. The heaviest damage occurred in the
Muzaffarabad area, Kashmir where entire villages were destroyed and at Uri where 80 percent of
the town was destroyed. Landslides also occurred farther north near the towns of Gilgit and
Skardu, Kashmir, Liquefaction and sandblows occurred in the Western part of the Vale of Kashmir.
The Rehabilitation works for the 2005 quake damages were badly mismanaged. These were
entrusted to ERRA, the Earthquake Rehabilitation & Reconstruction Authority. After a few years,
ERRA was reportedly would up for some unknown reasons. This needs to be investigated. ERRA
performance report needs to be made public. The works entrusted for the 2005 quake are still
believed to be unfinished as per terms of reference specified for the body.

Earthquakes also come in other regions of the world, particularly in Japan, and California but
measures have been taken to mitigate losses of human lives and properties. It is very
disappointing that a master plan was reportedly prepared in the 1960s by a Greek Firm spelling out
measures to mitigate damage from quakes in Pakistan but these were never implemented in letter
and spirit by the “Babu Culture” prevailing in the bureaucracy. Major steps taken by the developed
countries include appropriate buildings codes, inspections of vulnerable and dilapidated houses
and an assistance program for the poor to protect their risky dwellings.

Due to the geophysical changes in the Earth’s structure frequency of earthquakes is likely to
increase in Pakistan. Azad Kashmir and Islamabad areas are prone to bigger risks now. It is highly
imperative to revise the existing building codes and by-laws. All new buildings designs must meet
high Richter Scale requirements even up to 8.5. Strict implementation mechanism needs to be
introduced by all the Provincial Governments.

The Imperatives

Like wise, the development authorities and municipalities must carry out comprehensive surveys of
existing houses. Dilapidated and kacha houses need to be checked for safety. In dangerous
cases, these should be got made safe. In fact there is a dire need to introduce simple and
economical single storey housing designs in earthquakes prone areas. These houses should be
built with wood and steel instead of concrete and bricks. Even in developed countries like USA,
houses are built with wood and steel and are generally of single stories.

Schemes of financial assistance and easy loans should be devised for the poor who suffer badly in
case of natural disasters of quakes, storms or heavy rains. ‘Dang Tapao’ policies need to be
abandoned and reforms packages should be introduced by the provincial governments and
housing finance bodies for the unsafe dwellings in all the provinces especially in earthquakes
prone areas.

NDMAs role

National Disaster Management Authorities (NDMAs) should not confine to patch work approach
only for emergency responses and rehabilitation works. They should plan & undertake measures
to prevent possible disasters & calamities caused by mismanagement and lack of reforms in our
socioeconomic systems. They should undertake studies in good time to prevent manmade
disasters and calamities in the country.

ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Pervez Khattak on Thursday claimed that the
PTl-led coalition government in the province had provided rescue and relief services to both the
flood and earthquake-hit communities as “we consider it our prime role and responsibility.”

He stated that the provincial government had released Rs.11.5 billion to the district administrations
for the payment of compensation to the affected people.He was speaking at a “Partners workshop
on recovery and rehabilitation of earthquake and flood damaged areas of KP” in Islamabad on
Thursday. Besides Chief Secretary KP Amjid Ali Khan, Provincial Ministers Enayatullah Khan,
lkramullah Gandhapur and Muzaffar Sayed, ambassadors of Japan, European Union, a large
number of diplomats and country heads of international NGOs participated in the workshop.

The chief minister acknowledged the support of all stakeholders who took part in the relief activities
and thanked the Army, NDMA, PDMA, and the district administrations for their proactive role in
rescue and relief operations.He said his government was fully committed to be engaged in
effective, comprehensive and result oriented planning. He reaffirmed his government’s conviction
towards well conceived and properly planned reconstruction and rehabilitation work in the affected
areas of the province.The participants pledged to jointly work for the rehabilitation of the affected
population to ensure sustainable development in the area.

LAHORE: Climate Change has emerged as most pressing issue at present and resulted in as
enhanced natural calamities besides threatening the food security situation around the globe.

The climatic changes having huge negative impacts on Pakistan as well and several natural
disasters including floods and droughts have threatened the agriculture and agri-based
communities of the country. To address food security situation and neutralise the impacts of
climate change, the government, civil society and academia need to join hands and work together.
The speakers shared these views at “"GROW Festival’ held at College of Earth and Environmental
Sciences (GEES), University of Punjab, on Wednesday. The festival was held in University of
Punjab on Wednesday.

The festival was aimed to raise awareness on climate change and food security situation in the
country and highlight the role of students and academia in this endeavour. The students, civil
society organisations and relevant departments including LWMC arranged special stalls during the
festival offering informational and educational materials on environment and climate change
related issues. Various competitions among students were also held including paintings, essay
writing, debate and cooking which were participated by a large number of students of the
university. Special prizes and awards were also distributed among students on the occasion in
recognition of their efforts. A theatrical performance by students was also held highlighting the
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impacts of climate change, especially on poor farming communities in Pakistan.

Sadia Saleem Rana, Member Punjab Assembly during her speech, covered various aspects of the
climate change and said unfortunately we still lack basic awareness on climate change and its
impacts. She said small farmers in the country suffering hugely due to climate change and it’s irony
that the people who produce food for us are unable to have access to enough and quality food.
She said our youth also lack quality food thus stunting is common among the youth due to
inadequate food and malnutrition. Therefore, she said collaborated efforts at every level are
needed for policy level interventions to improve this situation.

Dr. Mujahid Kamran, VC Punjab University, said we seriously need to comprehend the gravity of
situation emerging by climate change. He said academia could play a vital role in imparting
awareness on this issue and thus his university would continually be advancing this important
debate in future as well. Waseem Cheema, Director EPA said not only small farmers, but
consumers are also suffering as a result of climate change.

CHITRAL: Accusing the district administration of large scale in assessment process of earthquake
damages, the affected people of Drosh sub-tehsil have warned the government of long march to
Islamabad and setting themselves on fire if they were not provided compensation cheques within
two day.

Taking out protest procession from Drosh town to district headquarters here on Wednesday, the
alleged that more than of the affected people have not been enlisted by the officials of district
administration which deprived them of the compensation as announced by the prime minister who
visited the district soon after the quake.

They lamented that all their appeals to the concerned quarters fell on deaf ears which led to rise in
protest against the injustice while the affected but marginalized people from Kessu village to
Arandu and Sheshi Koh have determined to get their demand accepted at any cost.Reiterating
their demands, they said that the said that fresh assessment should be conducted in the area to
enlist the left over affected people and provide compensation cheques to those whose name were
deleted by the officials of district administration earlier.They also castigated the elected
representatives including MNA, MPA and district nazim for ignoring them.Those who addressed
included Hasan Muhammad, Haji Muhammad Shafa, Haji Muhtaram Shah, Abdul Bari, Qari
Nizamuddin and others.

RAWALPINDI: The three teaching hospitals in town are still receiving two confirmed cases of
dengue fever on an average per day though the outbreak has almost come to an end some two
weeks and the cases being reported at present are taken as sporadic cases of the infection by the
health experts.

Data collected by 'The News' on Tuesday reveals that the allied hospitals have tested a total of 18
patients positive for dengue fever in last nine days after which the total number of confirmed cases
so far registered at the allied hospitals reached 3,911 that has set a new record by crossing the
total number of dengue fever patients reported during the previous nine years in the district from
2006 to 2014.At present a total of 12 patients including confirmed and probable cases are being
undergoing treatment at Holy Family Hospital, while no patient of the infection is under treatment at
dengue fever wards of Benazir Bhutto Hospital and District Headquarters Hospital.

As many as three patients including one each of dengue fever, dengue hemorrhagic fever and
dengue shock syndrome were undergoing treatment at high dependency unit of the HFH on
Tuesday, however, they are not in much critical condition.The dengue fever outbreak this year has
claimed a total of 13 lives at the allied hospitals, 10 at HFH and three at BBH.

In last 24 hours, only three patients visited dengue outpatient department at DHQ Hospital while no
patient visited dengue OPD at BBH. The dengue OPD at the HFH, however, received 11 patients
of which only two were registered as probable cases of the infection.According to details, the HFH
tested a total of 1601 patients positive for the infection this year while as many as 1,810 have been
tested positive for dengue fever at the BBH. The DHQ Hospital received a total of 500 confirmed
cases of dengue fever this year.Health experts say that the setting in of winter, extreme fall in
temperature has already knocked out the dengue fever outbreak in this region of the country,
however, the greater number of confirmed cases this year is alarming as the outbreak next year
may be much more severe and deadly if proper preventive measures are not taken well in time.

PESHAWAR: Pakistan is among the countries most vulnerable to climate change even though it
has one of the lowest carbon emission rates. However, the last environmental assessment of
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa was conducted in 2009.

This was said by environmentalists at a seminar titled ‘Climate changes: rising threats and
challenges’ held at a hotel in the city on Wednesday. The event was organised by Friedrich
Naumann Foundation.“Pakistan’s global carbon emission ratio stands at 0.8%,” Dr Muhammad
Rafig, a professor at Institute of Management Sciences (IMSciences), said. “However, some of its
cities are on the list of the most polluted cities in the world.”

He cited data collected by World Health Organization, which suggests Peshawar was ranked the
sixth most polluted city in the world. The list also includes other cities such as Karachi and
Quetta.“We have to do our best to control climate change on the local level,” Rafiq
added.According to the IMSciences professor, the continuous increase in global temperatures has
impacted agriculture, access to sanitation and the availability of clean water.

Dearth of research

Participants also drew attention to the absence of research, and the failure of NGOs and the
government to give priority to climate change. The last environmental assessment of the province
was conducted in 2009. Since then, no comprehensive study has been carried out.“Climate
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change and pollution is contributing to cardiovascular diseases,” Adil Zarif, a founding member of
the Sarhad Conservation Network, said. “We don’t have evidence-based policies. [Such policies]
must be tailored to prevent diseases.”

Domino effect

According to Zarif, 300 micrograms per cubic metres of air pollutants were recorded in Phandu in
the city.“This has been directly affecting our respiratory system,” Zarif said. “Pollution can cause
cardiovascular diseases and pulmonary inflation. It also has an impact on the nervous system and
can cause cancer.”"He added the government has also failed to implement its order against the use
of rubber at brick kilns in the provincial capital. “There are over 400 brick kilns in the city [which use
rubber],” Zarif said.

Limited productivity

During the seminar, participants also discussed how rising mercury levels have impacted
agriculture."When temperature increases, it decreases the maturity of the crop and results in
limited production,” said Dr Inamullah, a professor of agronomy at University of Agriculture.
According to the professor, farmers are confused about what crops to grow as there is uncertainty
regarding seasons.Inamullah said carbon gas has reduced the productivity of crops. He added
yields of various crops, such as wheat, maize, apples, have decreased significantly.

Global priority

Climate change remains an issue of global priority. On Tuesday, routine life in Beijing, China came
to a standstill as smog covered the city’s skyline.The Paris Climate Conference (COP21) is being
held in Le Bourget, Paris, from November 30 to December 11 to address a series of environmental
challenges. However, Pakistan’s presentation at the conference has come under harsh scrutiny as
many called it ill-prepared and inadequate.

MANSEHRA: The Balakot action committee, a representative body of the quake-affected people
of Balakot and Garlat, has announced to stage a sit-in in front of the residence of Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf chairman Imran Khan in Bani Gala, Islamabad, on Dec 9 in protest against the
delay in retrieval of land for the New Balakot City (NBC) project.

Speaking to mediapersons here on Sunday, the action committee president Mian Mohammad
Ashraf also threatened that they could go for self-immolation if the land for NBC was not retrieved
from illegal occupants as early as possible.Accompanied by a number of people from the
earthquake red zone of Balakot and Garlat, Mr Ashraf said that over 5,000 surviving families had
lost over 20,000 of their loved ones in Oct 2005 earthquake and they were still living a miserable
life in small prefabricated houses.He said that the NBC housing project, which was initiated in 2007
to settle the affected families with an estimated cost of Rs13 billion was still in the doldrums as
landowners who had received over Rs1.2 billion for their land were still not vacating it for the
project.

“Both the federal and provincial governments are responsible for the delay in completion of this
housing project and we would stage a sit-in in front of Imran Khan'’s house. If our demands are not
met, we would set ourselves on fire,” warned Mr Ashraf.

He said that these decisions were taken in a meeting attended by the residents of Balakot and
Garlat a few days ago. He said that the action committee had taken up the NBC project issue with
lawmakers of both the federal and provincial governments several times, but they were not serious
in addressing this important issue.Meanwhile, speaking at a gathering of representatives of local
government in Balakot on Sunday, Federal Religious Affairs Minister Sardar Mohammad Yousuf
claimed that on behalf of the federal government the Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation
Authority (Erra) was working sincerely to complete the NBC housing project.

“We are serious in handing over allotment documents to the red zone families, but it is impossible
until the development work of the project is completed,” he said.The minister said that the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government should retrieve the project land from the landowners who had already
received the payments. Speaking on the occasion, PML-N MPA Ziaur Rehman said that owing to
the apathy of the provincial government the project had been facing serious challenges.“The
provincial government is yet to retrieve the land even after paying a huge amount of money to
them,” he said.

CHITRAL: The flood affected people of Reshun and Green Lusht have demanded of the
government to compensate them with 5 lakh rupees which the prime minister had announced in
July last while visiting the flood-hit village.

Addressing the protest meeting held in the village here on Sunday, the speakers Ghulam Nabi
Khan, Muhammad Nabii Khan, Shah Alam, Maulana Hassan Shah, Irshad Ahemd and others gave
a deadline of one week to the government and warned of full-scale protest if the compensation
was not paid as per announcement.They lamented that the torrential floods and glacial lake
outburst rendered 132 families homeless in the twin villages who are still living in tents as they did
not afford to have their devastated homes with the petty amount of only one lakh rupees which the
provincial government paid to them one month ago.They said that with the advent of harsh winter
season in the area, the homeless people are finding it hard to live in tents as no life is possible
without bonfire which cannot be lighted in tents while the tents are of ordinary nature to withstand
the weight of snow.

They said that the area is also facing acute food problem as the affected people have lost their
agricultural land and livestock as well to the devastating flood through they derived their
sustenance.Expressing their deep anguish and resentment against the government, they said that
the prime minister had pledged half a million rupees each to the families who had lost their homes
for their rehabilitation but it all proved to be a farce.Later, the protesters dispersed peacefully giving
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the government a deadline of one week.

Earthquake tremors were felt in parts of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Islamabad on

Monday, Express News reported.

(K-P) and

According to the United States Geological Survey, a 7.2 magnitude earthquake hit Tajikistan on
Monday afternoon. Although tremors were felt in northern parts of Pakistan, no loss of life has
been reported thus far.

“An earthquake of 7.2 magnitude and focal depth of 88km was felt in K-P, with the epicentre being

Tajikistan,” officials of the Provincial Disaster Management Authority confirmed to The Express
Tribune,adding that “they are in touch with district administrations for reports for damages, none of
which have been reported so far.”In October this year, an earthquake of magnitude 7.5 struck
Pakistan and northeastern Afghanistan, which killed over 200 people. The earthquake was centred
in the Hindu Kush mountain range area.In Pakistan, 140 deaths were reported, most in northern
and northwestern regions bordering Afghanistan. Although only one death was reported from
Peshawar, at least 150 people were injured in surrounding areas.Particularly hard-hit in Pakistan
was Chitral, where 11 people were killed.

NOWSHERA:As part of the combined efforts of government and private sectors to ensure disaster
risk reduction during natural calamities or emergency situations in future, a comprehensive
directory on the Nowshera region, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, has been launched.

The directory, published by the Disaster Risk Reduction Forum (DRRF), a component project of
the Karwan Development Foundation (KDF), carries complete local information, contact details of
local bureaucrats, relevant authorities particularly NDMA as well as PDMA, local parliamentarians,
LG representatives, DRRF office holders, hospitals, police, emergency numbers, NGOs,
volunteers, etc. in the Nowshera region, the highly vulnerable to natural calamities like earthquake
and floods.

“Purpose of this initiative is to ensure disaster risk reduction at maximum level in the Nowshera
region, which had witnessed natural calamities especially during the 2005 devastating earthquake
and the 2010 massive floods,” explained, KDF Chairman Syed Abid Gillani, while talking to The
Nation here yesterday.

He explained that people of Nowshera had suffered massive losses — life and property — during
these calamities as there was a chaotic situation mainly due to the lack of coordination between
official authorities, volunteer organizations and the public. “Had there been any coordinated efforts
at that time, the proper disaster management could have been ensured,” he remarked.

Gilani further explained that the directory could work as a bridge of information between all
stakeholders during any emergency situation in Nowshera and ensure quick coordination in
extending rescue as well as relief services to the needy populations. He said that the directory
would be available at all government offices, police stations, hospitals, public representatives,
NGOs, volunteer organizations, coordinators and prominent social figures across Nowshera.About
the KDF operations, he said that their organization vigorously focuses on various projects
especially community development, social welfare, skills development, disaster risk management,
schools construction and rehabilitation, orphan support program, provision of quality sanitation as
well as potable water in areas affected by natural calamities.
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DETAILS

PESHAWAR: At least 15 people were killed and 30 others injured as a powerful blast rocked Tal
Adda area of Parachinar in Kurram Agency on Sunday. The explosion occurred at the Eidgah
market in Parachinar, the capital of Kurram Agency. Eyewitnesses said they saw at least 11 bodies
being taken towards an imambaragah in the area. Locals said more fatalities are expected as
dozens are critically injured. Rescue teams have reached the scene of crime. Meanwhile, security
forces have cordoned off the area and a search operation is underway. “At least 10 have died and
more than 30 were injured,” said a senior police official who requested anonymity. A bomb
disposal squad has reached the spot and are trying to ascertain the nature of the the blast,” he
added. Further, Amjad Ali Khan, the political administrator of the Kurram district, confirmed the
incident and the toll. The bodies and the injured were shifted to the Agency Headquarters Hospital
in Parachinar, where eight out of the 11 dead were identified as Nazar Hussain, Hashmat Hussain,
Muhib Hussain, Syed Shaheen Shah, Johar Hussain, Arif Hussain, Ashiq Hussain and Shaukat Ali.

A doctor at the hospital told AFP most of the injured were in “critical condition” and said the death
toll could increase. No one immediately claimed responsibility for the attack, but the region is
known for sectarian clashes. Pakistan has been battling a home-grown insurgency since 2004 that
has claimed the lives of tens of thousands of civilians and security forces personnel. Overall levels
of violence have decreased this year following a nationwide military-led offensive Zarb-e-Azb
against extremists across the country, blocking their sources of movement, communication and
funding. There has also been a crackdown on extremist groups that target religious minorities. In
July, Malik Ishaq, the leader of an anti-minority group behind some of the worst sectarian atrocities
in Pakistan, was killed in a shoot-out with police, along with 13 other extremists.

SWABI: Over 500 suspected persons, including Afghan refugees, were arrested on Saturday in
search operations in Swabi, Charsadda and other parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa ahead of the first
anniversary of Peshawar's Army Public School (APS) tragedy on Dec 16. Swabi district police
officer Javid Igbal told Dawn that over 450 suspected persons were arrested in a joint operation
conducted by security and police personnel in different areas of Swabi, including Malikabad,
Gadoon Amazai and Maini. The operation was conducted in the backdrop of killing of EPI district
coordinator Dr Mohammad Yaqoob by suspected militants. “It is perhaps the first time that so
many suspected persons have been arrested in Swabi,” a police official said. Officials admitted
that incidents of targeted killings had increased in Swabi district despite reduction in wave of
terrorism in other parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, including Peshawar. This correspondent visited
Gadoon Amazai Industrial Police Station, Swabi, where the lock-up was packed to its capacity and
several others were held at a nearby place. An official said that they had recovered 55 pistols, 16
Kalashnikovs and eight repeaters. The DPO said that the detained persons were under
investigation and those found innocent would be released. In Charsadda, the Shabagadar police
and security personnel in a joint search operation at Munda Afghan refugee camp arrested 70
suspected persons.

The raiding team, including officials of security forces, was led by DSP Shabgadar circle Fayaz
Khan. During the operation, 70 suspected Afghan nationals were arrested and then taken to
Khwaja Was police station for interrogation. Sources said that operation was conducted for
security reasons ahead of the first anniversary of APS tragedy. In Tank, a suspected militant was
killed when a hand grenade with him went off during a search operation by security personnel in
Nursez area of Gomal Union Council, police sources said. The operation was underway when a
suspected militant, Karman, started fleeing with a hand grenade in his hands, the sources said,
adding the grenade exploded, killing Karman on the spot. In Kohat, the police arrested at least 63
suspects and recovered a hand grenade from the possession of one of them during operations in
parts of the district on Saturday. According to police, Salman Khan, a resident of Tarai Banda,
Hangu, admitted that he had brought the grenade in a crate of oranges from Hangu. He was
booked under Section 5 of Explosives Sub Act. Meanwhile, an anti-terrorism court declared
Muttahida Qaumi Movement, Altaf Hussain as proclaimed offender and issued his non-bailable
arrest warrants on Saturday. A case had been filed against the MQM chief by a local journalist on
July 14 last for instigating people to wage war against the state.

KARACHI: The Supreme Court’s administrative judge for anti-terrorism courts (ATC), Justice Amir
Hani Muslim, directed on Saturday the provincial police chief to immediately arrest nearly 1,100
absconders declared proclaimed offenders by Karachi’'s ATCs. He issued these directives while
chairing a meeting at the Supreme Court’'s Karachi Registry to review the performance of ATCs in
the province. Sindh |G Ghulam Hyder Jamali was directed to submit a compliance report at the
next meeting. Sources said the judge issued the directives after perusing a report submitted by
Sindh Prosecutor General Shahadat Awan regarding the performance of 23 ATCs in the province,
including ten in Karachi. According to the report, as many as 1,104 suspects, wanted in heinous
cases such as terrorism, were roaming scot-free in Karachi alone as the police have failed to bring
them to book. All these alleged criminals are wanted in cases pending trial in Karachi’'s ATCs,
which have declared them proclaimed offenders, sources quoted from the report. The meeting was
informed that complete particulars of these absconders are available but they continue to elude
law-enforcers.

New courts
The home secretary informed that the provincial government has decided to increase the number

of ATCs, adding that work on constructing new court buildings will soon be initiated. Justice Muslim
directed the home secretary to ensure that construction of new buildings of ATCs inside the
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Karachi Central Jail was completed at the earliest. He desired that the buildings should be
constructed in such a way that further expansion is feasible if and when required.

Poor investigation

Sources said ATC judges complained that trials are being delayed due to lack of coordination by
investigation officers in presenting withesses and charge-sheets to the courts timely. Judges
blamed the increasing number of pending trials on non-cooperation by investigation officers.
Justice Muslim took serious notice of the issue and directed IGP Jamali to resolve these problems
as soon as possible. The province’s top cop was ordered to ensure that those responsible should
present witnesses and charge-sheets timely in every court.

WEB DESK: Eighteen months into Operation Zarb-e-Azb launched against militants, the military’s
media wing claimed 3,400 militants have been killed so far. “3,400 terrorists killed, 837 hideouts
from where they were carrying out their terrorist activities destroyed,” DG ISPR Lt Gen Asim Bajwa
said. “During last 18 months, over 13,200 IBOs carried out across the country in which 183
hardcore terrorists killed and 21,193 arrested,” he added. Further, he said, “Success came at a
heavy price as 488 valiant officers and men of Pakistan Army, FC K-P and Bolan and Sindh
Rangers sacrificed their lives while another 1,914 were injured.” “Phenomenal successes [have
been] achieved [during the operation] as last pockets to Pakistan Afghan border are being
cleared,” Bajwa said. The sleeper cells have been largely disrupted while operation continues to
burst the remaining, he added. Regarding cases referred to military courts, DG ISPR said 142
cases were referred to 11 military courts with 55 of them decided, 87 in process, resulting in the
conviction of 31 terrorists. “Support of the entire nation four its valiant armed forces and resolve
expressed against terrorism post December 16 Army Public School attack had been the bedrock of
Operation Zarb-e-Azb.” Bajwa said that an overall improvement in security and law and order
situation owing to the operation resulted in festivities, national events being celebrated and stability
being achieved. Pakistan Army launched a military offensive, Operation Zarb-e-Azb, against
militants in June last year.

QUETTA: At least one security official was killed and four others including a child were injured in a
bomb blast on Quetta's Brewery road on Saturday.The outlawed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
claimed responsibility for the remote-controlled blast, in a statement sent to media. According to
rescue workers, the bomb went off close to a Frontier Corps (FC) checkpost at Main Chowk on
Brewery Road. As a result of the explosion, which was heard far and wide, at least four FC
personnel and a minor were injured, however, one of the injured FC men later succumbed to his
injuries. The injured were shifted to the Civil Hospital Quetta for treatment. Brewery road is
considered to be one of the sensitive areas of Quetta. The area has witnessed a number of attacks
in the past as well.

KARACHI: The Ministry of Interior has approved the transfer and trial of 18 cases, including the
Safoora Goth massacre and the murder of Sabeen Mahmud, to military courts. Sources told Dawn
the interior ministry has sanctioned 18 cases of Sindh for trial "strictly as per law under the Army
Act 1952, as amended". The suspects to be tried in military courts are namely, Saad Aziz, Tahir
Hussain Minhas, Asad Rehman, Hafiz Nasir Ahmed, Azhar Ishrat, Sultan Qumar Siddiqui, Hussain
Umer Siddiqui, Naeem Sajid and Hafiz Umer. The cases were earlier referred to the federal interior
ministry by the home department of the provincial government. Saad Aziz is among the prime
suspects in both the Safoora Goth carnage and the murder of rights activist Sabeen Mahmud. In
October, an antiterrorism court was informed that due to security concerns, the trial of the Safoora
Goth bus carnage case would be conducted inside the central prison. The home department
through a notification had informed the ATC-I that the trial of the suspects would be conducted
inside the prison because of security reasons. Sindh police in August had planned to send 35
cases of terrorist activities allegedly carried out by Safoora Goth bus attack suspects, believed to
be local operatives of self-styled Islamic State, to military courts, official sources say. The Sindh
police had decided to ‘re-examine’ all terrorism-related cases on the basis of severity of the crime
before recommending them to the home department in the wake of Supreme Court decision in
favour of military courts.

Safoora Goth massacre

Saad Aziz alias Tin Tin, Tahir Hussain Minhas alias Sain, Asad-ur-Rehman alias Malik, Hafiz Nasir
alias Yasir and Mohammad Azhar Ishrat alias Majid are facing trial for their involvement in the
killing of 45 Ismaili community members, including 18 women, in a targeted attack on a bus near
Safoora Goth on May 13. At least 43 people were killed and 13 others wounded when armed men
opened fire inside a bus carrying members of the Ismaili community near Safoora Chowk in
Karachi. The armed men used 9mm pistols in the massacre, and managed to flee after the attack.

Sabeen Mahmud's murder

Earlier in April this year, prominent rights activist and co-founder and director of The Second Floor
(T2F), Sabeen Mahmud was shot dead by unidentified gunmen in Karachi. Sabeen, accompanied
by her mother, left T2F after 9pm and was on her way home when she was shot by unidentified
gunmen in Defence Phase-Il, sources confirmed. She died on her way to the hospital. Doctors said
they retrieved five bullets from her body. Her mother also sustained bullet wounds and was said to
be in critical condition, but survived the wounds.

WEB DESK: Defence Minister Khawaja Asif said on Tuesday Pakistan needs more weapons from
Germany for its fight against terrorism. Pakistan needs “above all, weapons of a defensive nature,
and weapons useful for the war against terror,” Defense Minister Khawaja Asif said during a
meeting with his German counterpart Ursula von der Leyen. Von der Leyen, who was visiting the
country, confirmed that her government was looking into closer military cooperation with Pakistan.
“Together, we will chalk out how we can intensify our cooperation in the war against terror ... We
are together with Pakistan in the war against terrorism,” Von der Leyen upheld. Calling all terrorist
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organisations, from the Islamic State to Taliban, as “heads of the same monster’, Asif said
terrorism needed to be countered on the whole while referring to Germany and Pakistan’s first
agreement to further military cooperation in 2012.

A central theme during von der Leyen’s visit was also the precarious security situation in
Afghanistan, which she visited before her trip to Islamabad. “We all know that this region will be
peaceful only when everyone deals with the reconciliation process and the war against terror,” she
said. The German defence minister also it was a positive sign that Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
and Afghan President Ashraf Ghani were meeting for the international conference in Islamabad on
Wednesday. Further, Von der Leyen also called on Army chief General Raheel Sharif and
discussed a wide range of issues, including defence cooperation, regional security and emerging
geo-strategic environment. “She appreciated the phenomenal successes of Operation Zarb-e-Azb
and paid rich tributes to the martyrs of Pakistani security forces,” the ISPR said. Earlier, on her
arrival at the GHQ, Ursula von der Leyen laid a floral wreath at Yadgar-e-Shuhada. A smartly
turned out contingent of Pakistan Army presented guard of honour to the visiting dignitary.

ISLAMABAD: With the government trying to implement the ‘return and rehabilitation strategy’
under which all temporarily displaced persons (TDPs) are supposed to return home by next year, a
UN report released on Wednesday warned of fragile food security for those returning to the
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata). The UN report titled “Returning home: livelihoods and
food security of Fata returnees” suggested that assistance either through food for work or cash for
work modalities could be an important means to enhance food security and create stable assets
and support livelihoods. The report is a joint initiative of the WFP, the FAO and the International
Rescue Organisation and was prepared in coordination with the Fata secretariat. Overall 28 per
cent of households have acceptable food consumption, 18pc poor and 54pc borderline
consumption with 44pc suffering from calorie deficit. The quality of consumed food was also very
poor. The report revealed that there were problems of livelihood and food security among the
returnees because only 60pc owned agriculture land and annual production was merely sufficient
for three-and-a-half months. The report said that households required other sources of income as
well. Agriculture production and livestock ownership had dropped significantly since before the
displacement.

The report also emphasised the need for programmes to enhance education and awareness,
particularly among women and girls. The report warned that the returnees to Kurram and Khyber
agencies, followed by South Waziristan and Orakzai agencies required immediate assistance to
improve their food security, while long-term development programmes were needed for Bajaur and
Mohmand returnees. The returnees required agriculture support in the form of quality seeds and
fertilisers, improved irrigation infrastructure and agricultural tools while shelter, medicines, fodder
and water for animals was important with regard to livestock support. Households depended on
unstable and variable sources of income such as non-agricultural, unskilled labour which would
leave returnees vulnerable. Almost 90pc of returnees were living in katcha houses and 52pc
consumed unsafe drinking water. Sanitation is a serious concern with 56pc men and 12pc women
defecating in the open. Speaking at the launching ceremony of the report, Fata’s Secretary for
Planning and Development Shakeel Qadir Khan said the TDP strategy was a successful model
being implemented in a structured manner. WFP Country Director Lola Castro praised the efforts
of the government and humanitarian communities in rehabilitating the returnees and providing
access to livelihood and social services.

KARACHI: The Sindh government found itself in a conundrum over the extension of Rangers’
special powers in the province given that its previous extensions on the deployment of the
paramilitary force may be deemed illegal. According to Article 147 of the Constitution under which
the government extends the stay of the paramilitary force, the government can seek help from a
federal institution so long as it is ratified by the provincial assembly within 60 days. As the recent
issue of Rangers powers has been referred to the Sindh Assembly, it brought to light the fact that
the previous extensions in deployment took place without ratification by the elected assembly. In a
meeting at the Sindh Assembly building on Wednesday, law officers, the law secretary and CM'’s
adviser on law sat with the advocate general and constitutional experts to discuss this issue. “The
assembly will not ratify the Rangers special powers but the ratification will be about its deployment
in the province, which is necessary after the 18th Amendment,” said a senior law officer of the
government, adding that the Rangers had been given year-long extensions to stay in Sindh but the
issue was never brought to the assembly, despite being a constitutional requirement. “The
extension of special powers is the domain of chief minister not the assembly,” he said. The
government now intends to tackle this issue by ratifying the Rangers deployment and then adding
some lines on the actual powers to be exercised by the paramilitary force. The resolution allowing
special powers to the Rangers is on the agenda as the Sindh Assembly meets today. However, the
assembly secretary added that the session will be adjourned as per parliamentary tradition in view
of the death of sitting MPA Jameel Bhurgari. All items on the agenda will be taken up on Friday.

Tweaks in powers

“The government is likely to insert a provision in the resolution [making it mandatory for the
Rangers] to seek the chief minister's permission before arresting politicians, lawmakers and high-
profile personalities,” claimed an official privy to the developments. Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Al
Shah justified such manoeuvres by pointing out transgressions made by the paramilitary force.
“We gave special powers to the Rangers to bring peace in the city by only taking action against
terrorists and criminals,” he told the media on Tuesday. “But, unfortunately, the paramilitary forces
have exceeded their authority by initiating the accountability of politicians and other people.” Shah
had said that they will not extend powers in haste and will take the issue to the house of elected
representatives. He assured, however, that special powers will be extended. Meanwhile, the
Rangers spokesperson said they have no issues seeking permission from the chief minister but,
he believed, it will not yield any results. “The chief minister and his government will be responsible
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if we fail to arrest high-profile targets,” he said.
Support or not

Except for the Muttahida Qaumi Movement, all opposition parties have decided to protest in and
outside the assembly if the government places any conditions on Rangers powers. “We have
moved a resolution but, unfortunately, the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) government wants to
bulldoze our resolution and wants to draft its own,” said Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf MPA Khurram
Sher Zaman. “We will protest if the Rangers are given conditional powers.” Zaman claimed that the
PPP only wants to protect its corrupt ministers, some of whom have already left the country.
Pakistan Muslim League-Functional’s (PML-F) Nand Kumar added that they will devise a line of
action with other opposition parties on PPP’s move to place conditions on Rangers powers.
“Rangers are doing a great job but the incumbent provincial government, which has broken all the
records of corruption, is afraid of action against its sitting ministers,” he said. Apart from Rangers
powers, a question-answer session with the Augaf department, an announcement of government
bills passed in the last session, an adjournment motion moved by PML-F’s Kumar on dilapidated
roads in Sanghar district and presentation of some reports by standing committees are on the
agenda.

PESHAWAR: At least five suspected illegal Afghan nationals were arrested on Wednesday in a
search operation launched by security forces in the environs of Peshawar's Army Public School
(APS), police said. The suspects, who were residing illegally in Peshawar, were arrested in an
operation on Warsak Road in the vicinity of APS. "Security forces and police jointly conducted a
search operation around APS during which five Afghan nationals living illegally were
apprehended," said Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) operations Mian Saeed The SSP
added that security forces are conducting search operations in the provincial capital as the first
anniversary of the APS attack nears. In the deadliest terror attack in the country’s history, over 135
schoolchildren and at least 10 other people were killed when heavily armed militants stormed the
army-run school in Peshawar. December 16 marks one year to the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) claimed attack that the military leadership termed "the darkest day in the history of
Pakistan.”

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif presided on Tuesday a high-level meeting to review
the country’s security situation, and matters related to the upcoming Heart of Asia Conference.
According to Radio Pakistan, Adviser to the Prime Minister on National Security Lt Gen (retd) Nasir
Khan Janjua briefed the premier about the recently held meeting with his Indian counterpart in
Bangkok. On December 7, the meeting between Janjua and Indian NSA Ajit Doval lasted over four
hours, says joint statement simultaneously released by Islamabad and New Delhi. Foreign
secretaries of the two countries also attended the meeting where peace and security, terrorism and
Kashmir dispute were discussed. The high-level meeting was attended by Finance Minister Ishaq
dar and Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar, among others. The prime minister met President Ghani
on the sidelines of the UN Climate Change Conference in Paris last week, and invited the Afghan
leader to the conference in Islamabad.

PM Nawaz felicitates new chairman Pemra, expresses confidence

Meanwhile, Chairman Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (Pemra) Absar Alam called
on the prime minister. Congratulating Alam for taking charge, PM Nawaz expressed hope and
confidence that Pemra would effectively play its role as an independent regulatory media body.

KARACHI: Pakistan is facing unconventional challenges that should be viewed on a broader
canvas of global and regional environment, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said on Monday. “Our
national resolve and commitment to eliminate terrorism has earned us a sound repute and respect
in international society,” he said while speaking at a firepower demonstration of Pakistan Air Force
at the Sonmiani Range in Balochistan. The PM said despite many external and internal challenges,
Pakistan was steadily gaining strength and sailing through difficult times. He vowed the country’s
resolve to combat terrorism was unwavering. “The unmatched courage and heroism of our air
warriors have always made the entire nation proud,” he said, appreciating that the air force’s
personnel were playing their part well in Operation Zarb-e-Azb and other campaigns against
terrorists. PM Nawaz also extended felicitations to the Chief of the Air Staff for successful
completion of the inter-squadron competition, in which the PAF fighter squadrons demonstrated
their excellence in weapon delivery standards.

The event was an opportunity for the PAF personnel to exhibit their skills in using air-to-ground
weapons with precision. Several frontline aircraft demonstrated high-level speed, precision and
lethality. The indigenously produced JF-17 Thunder, painted in the national flag colours, also
presented aerobatic displays. On watching the aircrafts performances, the PM appreciated the
aerial warfare capabilities. Air Chief Marshal Sohail Aman said the air force was prepared to thwart
the nefarious designs of those who dare to disturb the country’s peace. “The proof of our resilience
is the extremists have not been able to undermine our will. We have sent a clear message to them
that for every mischief they make, the Pakistani nation and its forces will serve them with an even
stronger blow.” At the end, the PAF chief presented a painting of JF-17 Thunder to PM Nawaz.
Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah and Federal Defence Minister Khawaja Asif also attended the
event.

QUETTA: The government of Balochistan on Monday extended the policing powers of Frontier
Corps in Quetta for another three months, it has been learnt. The policing powers of FC had
expired recently and were extended by the provincial government to maintain law and order
situation in the city, a Balochistan Home Department source told DawnNews. The provincial
government issued notification in this regard, a copy of which is available with DawnNews. Giving
details, the source revealed that the extension in powers of FC will be effective till February 16,
2016. FC has been given the extension in its policing powers in the aftermath of the rise in
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incidents of targeted killings in Quetta. "The government decided to grant policing powers to FC to
maintain order," the source said.

Balochistan Chief Minister Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch, however, claims to have achieved more than 60
per cent peace in Quetta city as compared to the past. "The number of blasts and incidents of
targeted killings have considerably dropped in Quetta", Dr. Baloch said. Federal government had
delegated policing powers to the Frontier Corps in Quetta on the directives of the then prime
minister Raja Pervez Ashraf in 2013, in the wake of the multiple bombings that have claimed the
lives of over 100 people. Moreover, scores of suspected militants affiliated with outlawed groups
have been arrested in the city since the announcement of National Action Plan (NAP).

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court of Pakistan (SC) stayed on Monday executions of two convicts
who were earlier awarded death sentences by a military court in cases related to terrorism. A two-
judge bench of the apex court headed by Justice Gulzar Ahmad summoned the record of the trial
of accused Haider Ali and Zahid Gul from the military court. Former president of Supreme Court
Bar Association (SCBA) Asma Jahangir appeared on behalf of both the accused. The top human
rights lawyer requested the court to suspend the executions of both the accused, claiming the
military authorities did not allow them to hire their counsels. This is not the first time the top court
has suspended the execution of convicts from the military courts. Earlier in October, the SC had
suspended execution of a convict awarded death sentence by a military court. A two-judge bench
headed by Justice Ejaz Afzal Khan asked the applicant, Sabir Shah, to avail appeal forum before
the military court under Army Act 1952.

Shah, believed to be a member of a proscribed organisation, was convicted for his suspected
involvement in the sectarian killing of a lawyer, Syed Arshad Ali, in Lahore. Dr Khalid Ranjha,
counsel of Laila Bibi, the mother of the convict, had challenged Sabir Shah’s death sentence,
stating in her petition that her son was a juvenile and was not given the right to fair trial. In April this
year, the top court had stayed the execution of death sentences awarded by the military courts to
six accused on charges of terrorism. The 17-judge full court, headed by the then chief justice
Nasirul Mulk, while passing a short order over the SCBA’s plea said the execution of the military
courts’ death sentences, those who have already been awarded and those who would be awarded,
shall be suspended. Noor Saeed, Haider Ali, Murad Khan, Inayatullah, Israruddin and Qari Zahir
were awarded death sentences on April 2 by the military courts, formed under the 21st
Constitutional Amendment and Pakistan Army Act 1952.

KARACHI: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif are in
Karachi today to sort out the issue of the Rangers' deployment in the provincial capital city as the
term of the paramilitary force’s operation expired two days earlier. The law and order situation of
Karachi as well as the rest of Sindh also came under discussion. While chairing a high-level
meeting at Governor House, Nawaz Sharif said, "There will be no compromise on the law and
order situation of Karachi." The meeting was attended by General Raheel Sharif, Corps
Commmander Karachi Lt Gen Naveed Mukhtar, Director General Rangers Sindh Major General
Bilal Akbar, Chief Minister Sindh Qaim Ali Shah, Federal Interior Minister Sindh Chaudhry Nisar,
Defence Minister Khawaja Asif, Inspector General Sindh Ghulam Haider Jamali, Commissioner
Karachi Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui, Provincial Finance Minister Murad Ali Shah, Sindh Home Minister
Suhail Anwar Siyal and Home Secretary Sindh.

Operation should have started eight years ago: PM

"The Karachi operation should have been initiated eight years ago," the premier said during the
meeting, adding that the decision to undertake the operation was made with consensus. "The
federal government fully supports the Sindh government for peace in Karachi." "The targets of the
Karachi operation are very clear," he said. The premier said business activities have picked up
after an improvement in law and order and that foreign investment is being redirected to the
country from abroad. The PM expressed his disappointment on weak prosecution and investigation
procedures that are being implemented in Karachi. Nawaz Sharif earlier met with Chief Minister
Sindh Qaim Ali Shah at Governor House.

IG Sindh police briefs meeting

Sindh Police Insepector General (IG) Ghulam Haider Jamali said that there are 2,688 cases under
way at Karachi ATCs. "There were 66 cases handled during the month of November," he said. Out
of these, 30 cases resulted in convictions while the remaining resulted in aquittals, he added.
"Assailants involved in the attacks on Rangers and the Military Police personnel have been
caught," he stated. Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah also said on the occasion that the security
operation in Karachi will continue till the elimination of the last terrorist in the metropolis. In order to
expedite the process of prosecution, 200 prosecutors have been appointed, he said. "The Sindh
Police should be given access to APCs, additional arms and the NADRA database in order to
effectively manage the city," Nisar further recommended. He said an additional 30 ATCs are under
construction. Ths Sindh CM also recommended that the apex committee should be summoned as
often as possible. "The Karachi operation seems to be lacking the amount of support it initially
witnessed when the operation commenced," said Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar. He further
recommended that all prosecutions be monitored by the apex committee. Nisar also commended
the security personnel for their efforts, and stated, "Security personnel deployed in Karachi have
made outstanding sacrifices for the Karachi operation."

COAS visits Corps V HQ

The Army chief also chaired a meeting earlier at the headquarters of V Corps to review the security
situation. The meeting was attended by Corps Commander Karachi, Director-General (DG) Inter-
Services Intelligence Lieutenant General Rizwan Akhtar and the DG Rangers. The army chief
lauded the Rangers, intelligence agencies and other law enforcement agencies for "noticeable
improvement" in the security situation in Karachi through ongoing operations and the peaceful
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conduct during local government elections held in the metropolis on Saturday.
Differences between federal and Sindh government

According to earlier reports, it appears that there are differences between the federal and Sindh
governments over extending the paramilitary forces' mandate. On Sunday, Nisar expressed regret
that Sindh had not made a decision on the issue of extending the Rangers’ deployment over the
past two weeks. "They should have done it by Saturday,” he had remarked, insisting that Rangers
could not be left in the province without legal cover and would be pulled out if no extension was
given. The decision, he noted, ultimately lay with the provincial government. PPP spokesperson
Senator Farhatullah Babar earlier told Dawn that no decision would be taken on Rangers’
continued deployment in the province unless it was approved by the Sindh government. "The
responsibility and the power to extend the mandate of Rangers rests with the provincial
government," he said. The PPP has been complaining about Rangers’ activities, especially after
they acted against alleged irregularities and corruption in the land department of the provincial
government. Talking to Dawn, MQM leader Farooq Sattar earlier said that although his party had
not opposed the operation against terrorism and extremism, it had some reservations over cases
where Rangers had acted against their mandate.

He said a meeting of senior MQM leaders would also be held on Monday to review the situation
against the backdrop of the proposed extension of Rangers’ deployment. Sattar was of the view
that the governments at the centre and in Sindh should take all stakeholders on board so that a
unanimous decision could be taken. Rumours that the PPP was unwilling to give the Rangers an
extension in Karachi have been doing the rounds since the party began delaying a decision on the
matter. Sources in the Sindh government say that while the provincial government may agree to
extend Rangers’ deployment in Karachi, it would definitely ask the federal government to revisit
their mandate. The federal government gave special powers to Rangers in Karachi in June 2015,
under the Anti-Terrorism Act, to arrest anyone found involved in violence. The arrest of PPP leader
Dr Asim Hussain for his alleged role in terror financing is one of the most high-profile examples of
Rangers exercising their special powers.

Background: Karachi operation

The Rangers are currently leading an operation against criminal elements in Karachi which
completed two years in September this year. The ‘operation’ against criminal elements in
Pakistan’s commercial hub was initiated back in September 2013 after the federal cabinet
empowered Rangers to lead a targeted advance with the support of police against criminals
already identified by federal military and civilian agencies for their alleged involvement in targeted
killings, kidnappings for ransom, extortion and terrorism in Karachi. A high-level apex committee
meeting chaired by the Chief of Army Staff Gen Raheel Sharif on May 14, 2015 decided to
implement effective policing and surveillance in the "vast suburbs of Karachi", to prevent what the
military spokesperson said were "sneaking terrorist attacks". The second phase of the Karachi
operation was launched in early November. Rangers said terrorists, contract killers and their
facilitators involved in attacks on LEA personnel "especially police, lawyers and witnesses" would
be arrested during this phase, and that such elements would be eliminated. Police sources have
said that three elements — a political party, banned sectarian outfits and hired assassins — were
responsible for the recent killings of the law-enforcers in the metropolis. They also said that
policemen were being targeted to undermine the perceived effectiveness of the Karachi operation
since the number of targeted killings had dropped to one or two from 8-10 per day. In late
November, Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan hinted that the security forces’ operation
against criminals in Karachi would be expedited and pursued till its logical conclusion.

KARACHI: Sindh police chief informed Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Monday that the suspects
involved in attacks on Rangers and military police in Karachi last week have been arrested. The
revelation came during a law and order meeting chaired by the prime minister in Karachi.
Earlier, while addressing the high-level meeting, PM Nawaz appreciated the role of Rangers in
Karachi operation. Sources say it has principally been decided to extend the Rangers special
powers. “The notification is likely to be issued by midnight”, sources said. During the meeting, the
premier said the government and all other stakeholders were “conscious of the reemergence of
violent crimes in Karachi and will ensure such elements and the sources helping them do not
strengthen again.” “Karachi operation is progressing with clear objectives and with the aim of
reviving law and order in the metropolitan,” he added. The operation was initiated with the
consensus of all political parties after a trend of targeted killings and extortion became unbearable
for the dwellers in September 2013. “Now that the situation has improved, it is good to know the
investors are returning and reinvesting,” said the premier. “This is why the operation should have
been started seven to eight years ago in a bid to return peace to this city.”

The meeting was attended by army chief General Raheel Sharif, interior minister, home minister,
DG ISI and corps commander Karachi, among others. During his day-long visit, PM Nawaz
attended a firepower demonstration by Pakistan Air Force (PAF) at Sonmiani range. Meanwhile,
Gen Raheel arrived at the corps headquarters in the metropolis “to review the security situation in
Karachi and other parts of Sindh. The COAS lauded efforts of army, rangers and other security
forces for maintaining peace in the city during the local body elections. During the high level
meeting, PM Nawaz is likely to grill the Pakistan Peoples Party-led Sindh government over the
security situation, especially in the backdrop of a recent uptick in violence. Highlighting the role of
PPP and MQM in the city’s security situation, the civil and military leadership would also attempt to
end the gridlock between the military and the Sindh administration over special powers under the
Anti-Terrorism Act 1997 for the paramilitary Rangers in the province. Interior Minister Chaudhry
Nisar Ali Khan would ask the provincial government to extend the Rangers’ special powers, which
enable the paramilitary force to detain and investigate criminals, sources said.

PM appreciates PAF’s aerial show in Sonmiani
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Speaking at the ceremony, the prime minister extended his felicitations to Air Marshall Sohail
Aman and the PAF upon the successful culmination of the event. “The challenges and threats
Pakistan faces today are not traditional, but our resolve to combat terrorism remains unwavering,”
the premier said while adding that “despite internal and external hindrances, Pakistan is steadily
gaining strength.” Taking pride in the JF-17 project, PM Nawaz said, “Pakistan Air Force is second
to none and | believe it will continue to strive towards excellence.” The premier was accompanied
by Defence Minister Khawaja Asif and Chief Minister Sindh Qaim Ali Shah, at the ceremony.
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PUBLIC SERVICES

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

Water pipeline burst in KARACHI: The city witnessed a prolonged traffic mess on Saturday evening after a major pipeline
Gulshan causes traffic burst in Gulshan-i-Igbal and inundated the main University Road forcing motorists to take alternative

chaos across city
Daily Dawn, December 13, 2015

routes that ultimately choked almost every thoroughfare and caused gridlock.Officials said the
pipeline of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board that supplied about 100 million gallons of water
daily to the city burst near Aziz Bhatti Park in the afternoon.Traffic police officials said that the traffic
in the city was normal till 5pm and vehicles were moving with a slow pace on University Road even
after the pipeline burst. It appeared that no immediate measures were taken to stop the water which
eventually submerged a vast area and the main University Road in the next two hours.The
submerged University Road became unmotorable and the traffic police closed it from Hasan Square
to NIPA for vehicular traffic.“It was half an hour before sunset when the number of vehicles increased
on roads and the situation started turning challenging for the traffic authorities,” said a spokesman for
the traffic police. “Traffic was rerouted from University Road to alternative roads like Pir Sibghatullah
Shah Rashidi Road, Rashid Minhas Road, Sharea Faisal and parts of Shahrah-i-
Pakistan.”"Thousands of people travelling in public and private vehicles were stuck in the traffic mess
for hours, as the situation led to multiple traffic jams even on Korangi Causeway, Qayyumabad, I.I.
Chundrigar Road, etc.The traffic police, the spokesman said, were constantly coordinating with the
authorities concerned and extra personnel were deputed to guide motorists for alternative routes.

‘Suspicious’ people LAHORE: A panic situation was witnessed among the students of Government Central Model High
cause panic among School (GCMHS) for Boys Samanabad, when suspicious people inquired about the school from
students and tried to enter the school premises on Saturday. According to details, four unidentified
students . .
Daily Times, December 13, 2015 people trle.:d to enter from the back gatg of the.school during the afternoop break. However, the
¢ ’ alleged miscreants were not successful in entering the school due to its high walls covered with
barbed wires. They tried to get information from students for easy entrance into the school premises
but the students refused to give any information to them. Sensing danger, the students immediately
informed the school administration, who then informed the local police. The police interrogated the
school administration and students about the incident. On the other hand, GCMHS Principal
Muhammad Azeem said that four people who tried to enter the school were not ‘suspicious’. “They
were actually school students who wanted to enter the school after not being allowed to enter upon
being late.” It is pertinent to mention that the principal simply denied the incident and downplayed any
kind panic among the administration. A Samanabad police officer, while talking to Daily Times, said
the police did not receive any phone call from the school administration and had not responded on
any emergency call.

United against LAHORE: In connection with first anniversary of the Army Public School Peshawar attack, Bargad —
extremism : 5,000 a non-government organisation (NGO) working on youth development — and Punjab government

: . have jointly launched a signature campaign in colleges and universities against extremism. On
students sign in support December 16, 2014, an attack on Army Public School Peshawar led to a massacre of 144 people,
of NAP including 132 children. The campaign, which started last Monday, would end today (Saturday). It
TN El T A kBl \vent in 10 universities and colleges of Lahore including Lahore College for Women University;
Kinnaird College for Women; Government College for Home Economics; Government College for
Boys Township; Government College for Girls Township, KIPS College; Superior University;
Government College University; and Punjab University. Students enthusiastically took part in this
campaign that asked them to sign the following resolution, “We solemnly vow to stand up against
violent extremism in Pakistan. We vow to never let 16th December 2014 be repeated. We condemn
this heinous tragedy and extend our full support to the government’s efforts being made under the
National Action Plan to avoid such atrocities in the future.” The campaign has managed to gather
5,000 signatures in support of NAP. These signatures would be presented to the government officials
at a seminar on December 14 along with recommendations that would come out of the panel
discussion and audience. “The first anniversary of the APS Peshawar attack is approaching and it's
an opportunity for everyone to get together in order to look back at how and why we suffered, what
we have lost, what we have gained, and look ahead to see where we want our nation to be and what
needs to be done to eventually get there,” said Bargad Executive Director Sabiha Shaheen. She said
Bargad seeks to bring together the general public and the government to not only commemorate the
APS Peshawar attack victims but also to review the progress made over the past year in terms of
implementing of NAP. The seminar would be held in collaboration with Punjab Education Department
on December 14 at the Government College University, Lahore. The title of the seminar “Unite for
Peace” would be held to commemorate the first anniversary of the Peshawar Attack.

Probe into diphtheria LAHORE: A Punjab Healthcare Commission (PHC) team visited the Children Hospital, Lahore, to
deaths investigate the death of children due to diphtheria. A PHC spokesperson said the team recorded the
The News International, statements of doctors who treated the patients as well as the senior management of the
December 12, 2015 hospital. PHC Chief Operating Officer Dr Muhammad Ajmal Khan said that during the current month,
25 hospitals in 15 districts of Punjab and 22 hospitals at Lahore alone, were inspected by the PHC
teams.

VEVCTRNETS e BN TIYETETIAAl KARACHI: One of the city’'s main thoroughfares, University Road, turned into a river on Saturday
Road submerged as evening when a water supply line measuring 84 inches in diameter burst near Federal Urdu
. . University at around 3pm.Since one track of the dual carriageway was closed for traffic immediately,
ﬁ‘gvgxgrgfﬂzzgebgggriber the roa(_j witnessed a severe traffic jam which spiralk_ed onto other mai_n roads in the vicinity.“A t(_eam_ of
12 2015 ’ Karachi Water and Sewerage Board [KWSB] engineers was working on the 40-year-old pipeline
g when it burst,” explained the water utility’s spokesperson, Nazir Mateen, while talking to The Express
Tribune. Broadcast media showed footage of a large volume of water gushing out of the broken
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pipeline that eventually led to at least one-foot-deep water standing still on the main road.

US hands over latest ISLAMABAD: Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement (INL) Head in Pakistan
equipment to NH&MP Ramon Chico Negron handed over a fleet of 45 police motorbikes, 50 day and night vision speed
o RN S PPl checking systems and 500 bulletproof vests to the National Highways & Motorway Police at a
ceremony held at NH&MP Line Headquarters on friday. These police motorbikes, bullet proof vests
and speed checking systems would be used in their daily operations which will ensure free flow of
traffic and beneficial to save human lives on highways & motorways. He assured that such
cooperation with Ministry of Communications and NH&MP shall continue in future so that the
precious lives of road users can be protected. Parliamentary Secretary for Communications Mian
Alam Dad Laleeka said that motorway police is serving the nation for the past 18 years and uphold its
high standards of professionalism. | commend the leadership and all officers of the department for
their continuing efforts. National Highways and Motorway Police (NH&MP) is performing excellent job
in saving the lives of road users and have succeeded to establish the law-abiding culture in the
country. He said that this is well demonstrated by the fact that its jurisdiction continues to expand.
Laleeka said that setting up of road safety institutes at district level to impart driving training among
masses is a major step in the right direction to bring positive attitudinal change. INL Director Chico
Negron said that motorway police is professionally sound and a progressive department with zero
intolerance on corruption. He further added that the police motorbikes and speed checking devices
would complement the endeavors of motorway police towards road safety. National highways and
motorway police inspector general (IG) said that during the past 18 years NH&MP has attained the
status of the premier and lead traffic regulation and enforcement agency in Pakistan. By sticking to its
core values of honesty, courtesy and help, NH&MP has won hearts of the public. People look
towards us as guards and guides that is a matter of pride and great satisfaction for us. NH&MP has
established road safety training institutes at district level in the country to impart standardise driving
training to the people. He said that these bikes would be used for patrolling on highways particularly
in urbanised and congested areas. This would ensure smooth and free flow of traffic by saving
valuable time. Over speeding at night has been a challenge on motorways but the same is being
effectively controlled through speed checking devices. The new speed checking devices would also
help in minimising accidents and severity of injuries. He thanked the INL (USA) for providing a gift of
police bikes, day and night speed checking systems and bulletproof vests to national highways and
motorway police. In the end, IGP presented shields to the Parliamentary Secretary for
Communications Mian Alam Dad Laleeka and INL (USA) Director Ramon Chico Negron.

Hospitals’ waste ISLAMABAD: Environmental experts on Friday said that incineration of unsuitable medical products
damaging environment in federal capital is releasing pollutants into the air that are harmful to the environment. Environment
o I e Pyl Al Protection Agency (EPA) Deputy Director Saleem Khan said that the waste and by-products from two
main hospitals of the capital is causing poison and pollution through wastewater and by toxic
elements and compounds such as mercury in the capital. A recent survey has highlighted that two
hospitals in the twin cities depends on a private firm for the collection and disposal of dangerous
medical waste which averages more than 2,100 kilogrammes per day, he added. Sustainable
Development Policy Institute (SDPI) Environmental Researcher Kashif Salik said that development of
infrastructure including a Mass Transit System (MTS) is of utmost importance in the federal capital.
He said along with infrastructure development and the provision of basic health facilities, the need to
ensure a clean, green and healthy environment for citizens cannot be underestimated. These
environmental hazards, if not addressed promptly, will be the cause of much greater harm in the
future, he added.

Schools not following RAWALPINDI: Commissioner Rawalpindi Zahid Saeed said that the schools not following the
SOPs for security to be Standard Operational Procedures (SOPs) regarding security should be closed. He said the SOPs
closed must be adopted to prevent terrorist activity and no leniency would be tolerated in this matter. He
Daily Times. December 12. 2015 expressed these views in a meeting on Friday on completion of one year of APS Peshawar incident.

y ’ ¢ Arid Agriculture University Rawalpindi (AAUR) Vice Chancellor Professor Rai Niaz, District
Coordination Officer (DCO) Sajid Zafar Dal, Regional Police Officer (RPO) Fakhar Sultan Raja,
(CPO) Israr Ahmed Abbasi, (ADCG) Imran Qurashi were also present in the meeting. The
commissioner said that in view of successful Zarb-e- Azb operation the terrorists may target
educational institutions and we should be fully prepared for it. He said the government has given
special directives for enhancing the security of all the educational institutions. He said that 241
educational institutions in Rawalpindi, 27 in Attock, 39 Jhelum and 21 in Chakwal fall in category A
regarding security. He informed that all educational heads have been directed to build walls around
the institutions and cover them with barbed wires. He warned that action would be taken against
those not complying the orders. Armed security guards should be deployed on the rooftops. Walk
through gates, CCTV cameras should be installed and parking of vehicles near educational
institutions should not be allowed, he added.

Gas suspensions make MINGORA: The prolonged loadshedding of gas in several areas has increased the problems of
B E I o ) Ul domestic consumers as winter has become harsher after heavy snowfall in the district. According to
Daily Dawn, December 11, 2015 residents of Malookabad, Rang Mohallah, Gumbat Maira, Saidu Sharif and several other localities,
supply of gas remains suspended to their homes most of time.“Since the start of winter season,
supply of natural gas remains suspended from early morning till noon and again from early evening
till midnight,” said Abdul Wahab, a resident of Rang Mohallah.The residents of the areas, where
prolonged gas loadshedding is observed, said that neither school going children nor office going men
took their breakfast on time owing to suspension of gas supply in the morning.“My children daily get
late from school as they cannot take breakfast on time owing to gas suspension,” said Farooq
Ahmad, a resident of Malookabad.The people said that there was no gas loadshedding in summer
season. “Not only this year, but it is a regular feature that in winter season, when we direly need gas
for different purposes, 12 to 15 hours of loadshedding is observed,” said Mohammad Amin, a
resident of Saidu Sharif.The consumers said that the pressure of gas remained low even when its
supply was restored. “The supply of gas is resumed after 10pm but the pressure is so low that it
takes hours to heat water or cook food,” said Sakina Bibi, a resident of Saidu Sharif.The domestic
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consumers threatened to take to streets if the issue was not resolved.

MPA challenges denial PESHAWAR: Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl MPA Mufti Syed Janan on Thursday moved the Peshawar
of oil and gas roya|ty High Court challenging the denial of funds to him by the provincial government on account of royalty

funds
Daily Dawn, December 11, 2015

of oil and gas for the relevant southern districts and their provision to the irrelevant persons, including
the president of the PTI, Hangu district. The MPA, who was elected from PK-43 Hangu during the
2013 general elections, has filed a petition with the high court seeking directions for the respondents
including the provincial chief secretary to release the share of the petitioner allocated to him on
account of the royalty.He prayed the court to declare the directives issued by Chief Minister Pervez
Khattak for the allocation of funds to the MNAs from the amount of oil and gas royalty as illegal and
unlawful before striking them down.The lawmaker requested the court to direct the respondents to
recover Rs30 million from president of PTI Hangu Noor Awaz allocated to him illegally and release it
to him for development schemes in his constituency.The petition filed through lawyer Mohammad
Essa Khan said oil and gas had been discovered in southern districts and from its income, royalty
was given to the relevant MPAs for carrying out development projects in the districts of Karak, Hangu
and Kohat.It added that the petitioner had been utilising his share in the royalty for the development
of his constituency.

The petitioner said in line with the prevalent practice, the Hangu deputy commissioner had asked for
identification of schemes, the list of which was submitted by him on Sept 9, 2014.He added that the
matter was delayed unnecessarily and funds were not released for the schemes for considerable
time, which prompted the petitioner to write a letter to the chief secretary on Feb 10, 2015.He said
when no positive step was taken for release of funds he raised the issue on the floor of the assembly
and the matter was referred to the concerned standing committee on finance wherein his stance was
accepted. He added that the report of the committee was also presented in the assembly.The
petitioner said despite all his efforts, the matter did not move forward and the funds were not released
for development schemes.He added that this prompted him to move a privilege motion on Feb 27,
2015, which was referred to the privilege committee and it was unanimously agreed upon in the
committee’s meeting that “according to the directives of the chief minister half of the funds of Rs108
million would be released forthwith and the privilege motion would be delayed till release of the entire
funds.”The petitioner claimed that the said decision was also not implemented.

Over 10m patients KARACHI: Over 10 million patients across Pakistan has successfully got treatment at Sindh Institute
treated at SIUT in 40 of Urology and Transplantation (SIUT) in 40 years free of cost. According to the data issued by SIUT
years Media Department on completion of 40 years’ services based on philosophy to provide medical care
Dailv Times. December 11. 2015 with dignity, the SIUT provided medical treatment to over one million patients per year free of cost,

y ’ ¢ and over 10 million patients have been treated in the institution during the last 40 years. Data showed
800 dialysis performed each day in eight centres of the SIUT entirely free of cost, while about
254,641 patients went under dialysis every year at SIUT across Pakistan. The SUIT teams had
performed over 4,600 transplants to date with a success rate of 95 percent, while 294
transplantations of kidney were carried out in institution annually at SIUT, revealed the statistics.
According to statement issued, the philosophy behind the success of the SIUT is that the medical
care is the birthright of every individual irrespective of caste, colour, creed and gender. The SIUT
management has established 10 countrywide centres to cater to the patients at local level. About
343,803 patients visit SIUT Outpatients Department annually, while 41,162 admissions were also
recorded each year in institution. The emergency services are opened around the clock where state-
of-the-art services are provided to 350 patients every day and 111,544 patients with emergency
requirement were brought annually in institution. The children comprising 15 percent of SIUT patients’
population were provided best healthcare facilities. Over 600 pediatric transplants had been
performed so far while 59,703 children availed different services each year, said the stats. The 26
operation theaters offers wide-range of surgical procedures including laparoscopic surgery, and
83,481 surgeries performed annually at centres.Beside this, social services, nutrition, lithotripsy,
radiology, laboratory services, infectious diseases, anesthesia and intensive care unit, oncology,
nuclear medicines and other services were provided to thousands of people annually free of cost with
dignity.

Intel, USAID to promote ISLAMABAD: Intel Pakistan and USAID Pakistan Reading Project (PRP) is going to collaborate for
quality training for better access to and enhanced quality of education in the lesser-developed regions of Pakistan. Intel
teachers Pakistan has' undertaken .the .task of traini'ng for at least 100 master. trainer§ for USAII? PRP to
Daily Times, December 11, 2015 enhance their competencies in the effective use of Islamabad Capital territory (ICT) in school

’ ¢ education, literacy and daily life through Intel Education Initiative. Intel Pakistan is also committed to
support of PRP field staff in order to improve the quality of reading and other educational activities.
The USAID funded Pakistan Reading Project is a five year initiative which is supporting Pakistan’s
provincial and regional departments of education to improve reading skills of children in grades one
and two across Pakistan. PRP is promoting the adaptation and implementation of policies that
promote quality teaching and will ensure the sustainability of its initiatives over time through
permanent policy changes. The intervention will improve reading instruction and assessment of
23,800 teachers in 23,800 public schools. Towards the end of the project, it is anticipated to reach at
least 1,300,000 grade one and two students across all provinces of Pakistan. Speaking at the
occasion, Naveed Siraj said that this is another massive step toward Intel’s mission to proliferate
technology in the classroom. The Intel® Teach Programme was introduced by Intel Pakistan
Corporation to enable school teachers to ensure effective utilisation of technology in classroom
teaching, launched in the year 2002. The programme is for skill development aimed for teachers.
Since 2002, Intel Education Initiative has trained more than 340,000 in-service, pre-service teachers
in more than 60 districts throughout the country.” The programme offers K-12 classroom teachers a
curriculum that is designed specifically for their needs. Teachers learn how, when, and where to
incorporate technology tools and resources into their teaching. They also learn how to create
assessment tools and align lesson plans with required learning outcomes. These teachers work as
agents of change and belong to a new genre of techno savvy teachers who are better equipped to
prepare their students to face the challenges of the 21st century workforce. These trainings are
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based to train the trainer model, both face-to-face and online instruction, whereby the Intel Education
Trainer trains at least 15 to 20 master trainers. Each master trainer after completion of the training
disseminates and trains more resource persons as well as end-users in their parent institutions in the
respective region.

Corruption scandal KARACHI: The Kulsoombai Valika Hospital, a place meant to provide healthcare facilities to poor
surfaces in Kulsum Bai mainly belonging to labour class, has become the place of what the sources opined ‘place for
corruption’ as more than Rs 300 million were embezzled in just two years starting from January 2014,
said sources. A group of hospital employees headed by former Kulsum Bai Valika Social Security
Hospital medical superintendent Dr Aslam Pervaiz has been alleged for the said corruption.
According to insiders, the management of the hospital used to receive millions of rupees for the
purchase of surgical items, pathological items, equipment, laboratory items, medicines through local
purchase and tenders and dietary items for patients from January 2014 till date. However, the
medicines were purchased from local companies and shopkeepers for outdoor and indoor patients on
QUOTATION/indents without inviting tenders and observing codal formalities. Besides, the funds
under the head of maintenance of hospital building, machinery and equipment have also been
misappropriated. Dr Aslam Pervaiz Memon received Rs 519 million for the year 2013-2014 and Rs
490 million for 2014-15. respectively, Interestingly, the MS of the hospital utilised Rs 999 million
during his posting period on different heads viz purchase of medicine, water supply, utility bills, diet,
salaries of staff and late sitting etc, sources added. The sources, while quoting the investigators, said
that the hospital record shows purchase of medicines at Rs 36 million, however, Dr Aslam Pervaiz
Memon showed purchase of medicine at a cost of Rs 101 million. Interestingly, Rs seven million has
been charged on account of diet charges. However, the dietician of the hospital says raw material of
Rs 3.3 million was received from Bukhari Group of Companies. “The vouchers pertains to
consumption of medicines, utility bills, diet charges and late sitting are missing that accounts to a total
of Rs 214 million. No water has been purchased through water tankers, however, an expenditure of
Rs 5.5 million has been shown by MS of the hospital”, sources concluded. Repeated efforts were
made to contact Sindh Labour Minister Asghar Junejo for his comments, however his cell phone
remained unattended.

Valika Hospital
Daily Times, December 10, 2015

Chinese attach no LAHORE: Chinese attached no conditions to the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), which
conditions to CPEC: reflects the sincerity and depth of relations between the two countries, said Punjab Chief Minister
Shahbaz Main Shahbaz Sharif while addressing the inauguration of an international conference on the
Daily Times. December 10. 2015 multibillion-dollar project at the Government College University Lahore. Beside experts from United

y ¢ ’ States, Belgium and United Kingdom, as many as 20 Chinese academicians are also participating in
the two-day conference, which is organised by the GCU Centre for Excellence in China Studies
(CECS) in collaboration with the Higher Education Commission to explore economic, political,
strategic, cultural and social dimensions of the CPEC. Addressing the conference, the chief minister
said out of $46 billion investment by China, $36 billion is in energy sector and if everything goes well,
5,000 to 6,000MW would be added to the national grid by 2017-18. The chief minister also
announced sending 300 top merited students to China for studies and learning Chinese language,
saying that the Punjab government would invest about Rs 600 million on these students. He also
hinted at separating the school and higher education ministries in Punjab. Shahbaz Sharif shared his
golden memories of student life at the Government College Lahore and said that “today | am standing
in my alma mater, so | will talk beyond politics and beyond my likes and dislikes as a proud Pakistani
and proud Ravian.”

He said that there was a huge potential for hydropower projects in Pakistan, but unfortunately, all the
political governments and military regimes wasted 68 years of the country. He said that now the
government was focusing on building dams, adding that Neelam-Jehlum was near completion while
land had been purchased for the Bhasha Dam. In his key note address, NUST Global Think-Tank
Network Co-chairman Dr Akram Sheikh said that the government needed to adopt holistic,
integrated, consultative, concentrated and coordinated approach to gain maximum benefits from
CPEC. He asked the government to add railway network to CPEC for long-term benefits from the
project, saying, “Road network alone is not sustainable.” Dr Akram Sheikh said that there would
many mega projects, airports and new cities that would come out of the CPEC, so a special authority
should be immediately established to look after and coordinate these mage projects related to this
multibillion-dollar CPEC. He also shared the complete history and objectives of CPEC and its
strategic importance for both China and Pakistan. He identified foreign interference and intervention
in ‘Pakistan’s soft belly’ by encouraging terrorism, separatism, extremism hybrid wars and color
revolution, our capacity limitations and poor infrastructure as major challenges to CPEC. GCU Vice
Chancellor Prof Hassan Amir Shah said he had a vision to transform GCU CECS a “real think-tank”
for Sino-Pak relations and this conference was a first step towards this goal. He called upon the
Punjab chief minister, HEC and Chinese consulate for their support for permanent Chinese faculty at
the university’s Centre for Excellence, China Studies. In his inaugural speech, GCU CECS Director
Dr Khalid Manzoor Butt said CPEC was a ‘game-changer’, and would enhance the Pakistan’s
position in global politics. “It would be more beneficial for Pakistan than Suez Canal for Egypt. Apart
from political, economic and strategically advantages, it would also bring people of both the countries
closer, which was a missing link in Sino-Pak relations,” he added.

Volunteerism stressed LAHORE: Several government and non-government organisations (NGO’s) on Wednesday
for human development celebrated the ‘International Volunteer Day 2015’ and urged that the volunteers could play a strong
o N L Pl "ole in achieving sustainable human development. An event titled ‘People, Pakistan, Development
: and Volunteerism’ was celebrated by United Nations Volunteer (UNV), Social Welfare Department,
Human Rights and Minority Affairs Department, Red Crescent Society and Faces Pakistan and
Children Advocacy Network (CAN) Pakistan at the Lahore Arts Council on Wednesday. The theme of
International Volunteer Day (VD) for this year was “Your world is changing. Are you? Volunteer!” The
celebration was attended by a visible number of youth, representative of civil society organisations,
parliamentarians, policymakers, government officials and other key stakeholders involved in uplifting
of marginalised communities in various aspects. UNV Pakistan Programme Officer Aktar Uddin
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50 unhygienic food
outlets fined

Daily Times, December 10, 2015

Govt directed to clean
Ravi water in three

months
Daily Times, December 9, 2015

Private schools : LHC
full bench to inquire

exorbitant fee structure
Daily Times, December 9, 2015

MPs worry hospital

waste being reused
Daily Times, December 9, 2015
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shared that IVD is a chance for volunteer-involving organisations and individual volunteers to
promote their contributions to development at local, national and international levels. He said that IVD
was established by the United Nations General Assembly through Resolution 40/212 on December
17, 1985. “Since then, the governments, UN system and civil society organisations have successfully
joined by volunteers around the world to celebrate the day on December 5.

On this year’s IVD, we not only celebrate volunteerism in all its facets, but also pay special tribute to
volunteers working to implement the new global goals.” CAN volunteer Nazeefa Fatima shared her
working experience for promotion and protection of children’s rights in Pakistan. She said that CAN
Pakistan gave her a new dimension of volunteering by engaging her in policy advocacy for effective
implementation of United Nations Convention on the Rights of Children ratified by Pakistan 25 Years
ago. Human Rights and Minority Affairs Department Secretary Bushra Aman said that volunteers
could play a vital role in promotion and protection of human rights through different awareness raising
campaigns for sensitising communities about their basic human rights guaranteed under universal
declaration of Human Rights and other various conventions ratified by the Government of Pakistan.
She also stressed the need to engage youth as volunteers to act as human rights advocate to
promote peace, harmony and tolerance in the society, which is need of the time. Social Welfare
Punjab Director General Rana Arshad said that the government of Punjab is committed to play its
role positively in promoting volunteerism in the province. “The government recognises the immense
potential volunteering can bring to the arena of social welfare and social responsibility. We at the
department of social welfare fully support new global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and
would like to support all partners working together in achieving these goals,” he said. “We are happy
that UNV is leading the formation of Punjab Volunteer Working Group, an advisory body to assist the
government in policy formulation on volunteering.

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) administration has fined to 50 food outlets for selling
unhygienic food during the last week. Food and Health departments mutually conducted 279
inspections of food outlets and also issued notices to 43 outlets for violation of food laws besides
confiscating filthy and broken utensils. During the move, nine-litre expired soft drinks were also
confiscated and two food stalls including a fish stall sealed for unhygienic conditions. The food and
health departments also took 19 samples of various food items and sent them for laboratory analysis.
ICT drug inspector conducted 13 inspections of drug outlets and took samples of three drugs for
analysis by the laboratory. The administration has directed the owners of food business to ensure
compliance of food safety and hygiene laws, quality of food, vaccination of workers to improve the
hygienic conditions immediately and who fails to do so then strict action would be taken against the
violators.

LAHORE: Lahore High Court (LHC) Justice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah on Tuesday directed the Punjab
government to clean the water of river Ravi within three months. The Judge ordered the Punjab chief
secretary to issue funds for the completion of project and submit a report within a month. Mansoor Al
Shah remarked that this project was of great public interest and it should be completed as soon as
possible. The Judge issued these directions while hearing petitions challenging the construction of
multi-storey buildings at the bank of river Ravi, seeking directions for the government to clean the
river from the wastage of local factories, which had polluted it badly. During the hearing on Tuesday,
Ravi Commission’s Secretary Advocate Rafeh Alam informed that the wastage of local factories was
being thrown into the river, due to which the whole ecosystem was under serious threat, adding that
Ravi was looking like a pool of filthy waters. He said that the river's water was no more fit for
consumption of human beings and animals, while the government could not complete PC | of the
Ravi Project to make the water ncontaminated. He said that at least 42 different kinds of fishes and
other species were under serious threat, adding that there is need to install seven waste treatment
plants for River Ravi Project, which would cost Rs 3 billions. The Lahore Development Authority
(LDA) counsel said that the short-term project was not made, as the long-term project was due. On
query about the long-term project, the LDA counsel said that it was to be prepared, however, 30,000
acres land would be acquired for the project. The Judge observed that the short-term project of
cleaning the river should be completed without any delay. Earlier, the petitioner counsel submitted
that Ravi had become a drain due to lack of concern of the authorities. He said that now a project to
construct a multi-storey building at the riverbank had started, which would make the situation worse.
He said that the construction of multi-storey commercial buildings and LDA housing project namely
‘River Front’ would cause grave air pollution in the city.

LAHORE: Lahore High Court (LHC) Chief Justice ljazul Ahsan has constituted a full bench to hear
petitions against exorbitant fee structure of private schools. The three-member bench would be
headed by Justice Abid Aziz Sheikh while other members would include Justice Ali Akbar Qureshi
and Justice Shams Mehmood Mirza. Earlier, Justice Shams Mehmood on November 5 had referred
the chief justice to constitute a full bench to hear petitions against private institutions charging huge
fee from the students. Judicial Activism Panel (JAP) Chairman Azhar Siddique and the Civil Society
Network filed the petitions against exorbitant fee structure of private schools. JAP counsel Azhar
Siddique submitted that free and equal education for all children is the responsibility of the state
under Article 25 of the constitution. He said the government was spending the education budget on
laptops, Danish schools and Punjab Education Foundation.

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly was informed on Tuesday that a proper mechanism is in place to
properly dispose of waste materials of public sector hospitals of the capital city. Responding to a
calling attention notice, Parliamentary Secretary for Cabinet Javed Ikhlas informed the House that
there are proper arrangements for burning and disposing of the infectious waste in all the hospitals.
He also informed the House that there are three big public hospitals in the capital- Pakistan Institute
of Medical Sciences (PIMS), Polyclinic and National Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine (NIRM). The
waste of two of these hospitals is being managed by government agencies while one of the hospitals
has an agreement with a private company to dispose of the waste. The parliamentary secretary said
that the Ministry of Climate Change and Capital Administration and Development Division (CAD)
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have been supervising to ensure that hospitals waste is properly burnt and disposed of. “We have
also international obligations to dispose of this infectious material properly to save people from
various diseases,” he said. To a question about management of hospital waste in private sector
hospitals, he informed the House that big private hospitals like Shifa International have been
managing its waste material at their own. As far as other clinics and hospitals are concerned, the
parliamentary secretary said the CAD and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) have been closely
monitoring to ensure cleanliness in the hospitals. Earlier, MNAs Shista Pervaiz and Farhana Qamar
while raising the question of cleanliness in hospitals of the federal capital expressed concerns that
the hospitals waste is not disposed of properly. They were of the view that some of the waste is being
stolen from dumping sites for re-use in various clinics and hospitals.

Clerics to help PRC ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Red Crescent (PRC) Chairman Dr Saeed Elahi has said that religious
advance preventive community of the country has been positively engaged for effective implementation of the preventive

healthcare
Daily Times, December 9, 2015

healthcare and advocacy for blood donation. Under the ‘Charter of Humanity’ signed with the Ittehad
Tanzemat-e-Madaris Pakistan (a representative body of all religious schools of thought, the PRC
plans to launch a nationwide drive for a safe and healthy Pakistan through an integrated preventive
healthcare and risk reduction programme, Dr Elahi said on Tuesday. In another first-of-its-kind
initiative, the Red Crescent recently launched a platform to engage women and girls of the country for
sharing and addressing the issues faced by women, according to Dr Elahi. The forum will focus on
special measures for gender justice, diversity, equality and empowerment of women, especially those
living in remote, underdeveloped, environmentally challenged and disaster prone areas, he said.
“Many celebrated gains by women and girls have been made in Pakistan on primary education equity
and maternal health. Yet, the constant threat of disasters puts those gains for women, girls and their
communities at the risk of slipping backward. Women’s Forum is the light at the end of the tunnel for
those,” he said. “It is a platform for members to participate in awareness drives on health and
education and to strive for greater empowerment of women.” Being the most far-reaching
humanitarian organisation in Pakistan, Dr Elahi said, the PRC has started implementing new strategic
initiatives to realise the dream of a ‘Safe and Healthy Pakistan’.

“Launch of the Road Safety Programme, Restoring Family Links Programme, Prisoners’ Blood Donor
Programme for Major Emergencies, National Ambulance Service and establishment of National
Ambulance Service College are some of the steps that will further boost the Red Crescent not only
during a disaster but also the peace time,” the PRC chairman said. He said the Prisoners’ Blood
Donation Programme aims at collection of blood with the technical help of PRC’s Blood Transfusion
Centers for any major emergency or disaster. In return, the PRC will provide assistance to the family
members of the prisoners in the shape of free legal aid through volunteers, he said. The PRC
chairman said that Restoring Family Links Programme has been a key area of cooperation between
the PRC and the ICRC over the years and needs to be activated as the citizens of Pakistan can
greatly benefit from it locally and internationally. At present, there is no helpline in the country where
anyone could get the information or assistance if a member of his family gets lost, he said. Under this
programme, the PRC will start the ‘LOST’ helpline where any person can call to report their missing
family member, he said, and added that the information provided by the caller will be immediately
matched with the data collected by the PRC comprising all unattended and unidentified persons at
the hospitals after an accident, emergency or a disaster. Similarly, the other national societies will be
requested to help locate any Pakistani missing in any foreign country, he said. Dr Elahi said in
another landmark achievement, the National Ambulance Service College has been established in
collaboration with the National Ambulance Service College of Ireland that would greatly help in
producing emergency paramedics as per international standards. Under the Road Safety
Programme, the PRC will deploy one person at all major teaching and district headquarters hospitals
for collection of information regarding trauma cases to find out the exact causes of road crashes in
Pakistan, he said. The collected data will help advocacy for improvement of road safety laws and
better enforcement and implementation of IFRC global road safety initiatives, he said.

CNG stations re-open LAHORE: Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) on Monday restored gas supply to all the
Daily Times, December 8, 2015 Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) filling stations in Punjab. According to a spokesman of SNGPL, gas
supply to filling stations would continue till further directives in this regard. Meanwhile, All Pakistan
CNG Association (APCNGA) has lauded the government for resuming supply to CNG outlets in
Punjab giving it a new lease of life. Ghiyas Paracha central leader of APCNGA in a statement said
the decision has saved tens of thousands of jobs and Rs 300 billion investment in that sector for
which Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and Petroleum Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi deserve credit. He
said that APCNGA was also trying to import LNG for CNG filling stations which will reduce its price,
ensure continued availability.

Beijing educationist ISLAMABAD: An eminent Chinese educationist Zhang Hui on Monday visited the Allama Igbal Open
(G RGN o111 o] X O I -X-W University (AIOU) and showed keen interest in bilateral cooperation for promoting Chinese language
language in Pakistan. During his meeting with Vice Chancellor Prof Dr Shahid Siddiqui, he said that he found
Daily Times. December 8 2015 Pakistan as most friendly country for sharing common cultural heritage and traditional values said a

v ¢ ¢ news release issued. While welcoming Zhang Hui, the vice chancellor said the university is in the
process of establishing a language and culture centre. He was of the view that language is a most
effective tool for strengthening people-to-people ties and to understand each other, he added. The
proposed centre will be established in collaboration with the Open University of China, Beijing. The
Chinese university’s delegation will be visiting AIOU in next March for this purpose. Former vice
president Open University Beijing Zhang Hui appreciated AIOU’s distance learning system and its
role in promoting research-based education. Currently, he is on 10-day visit to Pakistan to explore the
avenues of promoting Chinese language in Pakistan.

UNESCO focusing on ISLAMABAD: Focusing on protection of world heritage sites in Pakistan, United Nation Educational
protection of Pakistan’s Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) in cooperation with national authorities has carried
cultural heritage out a number of conservation projects at various sites. The major modalities involved in all these

PR interventions focused on the capacity building of national staff through training workshops carrying
Daily Times, December 8, 2015
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out site studies to establish baseline, engaging international expertise, reinforcing and establishing
research and documentation centres and following international standard of conservation and
protection. A number of structures and decorative features have been restored in Shalamar Garden
and Lahore Fort. Through capacity building of local artisans in decorative features of the sites, the
conservation of world heritage has been linked with livelihoods and poverty reduction. A recent
intervention of UNESCO focuses at protecting Taxila world heritage site against bio-deterioration
through capacity building. The intervention aims at establishing a comprehensive baseline of bio-
growth and its impact on the site and building the staff capacity through training workshops on
mitigating measures and developing conservation guidelines, said an official of UNESCO. Realising
the urgency to protect and promote invaluable cultural heritage of Pakistan, UNESCO in collaboration
with government and other national partners including local university, government institutions and
local NGO’s set off a number of capacity building initiatives on cultural mapping and carried out
culture mapping exercises in six districts of KP and Punjab. Federal government provided space at
Lok Virsa, the National Heritage Museum to establish a national database and UNESCO continue its
support through technical assistance to strengthen the database. On the tangible side, UNESCO
focuses on the world heritage sites that possess an outstanding universal value and are sources of
pride, peace and diversity. Protection of the diverse features of these sites including building craft,
type of architecture and building techniques keep alive the artistic expressions of the diverse people
of the past and intangible elements associated with them. Under the international campaign of
safeguarding Moenjodaro, a number of activities were carried out to protect this unique world
heritage site against flood threat, high water table and salt action. A number of international and local
experts were engaged to carry out studies and training workshops in brick conservation and
mitigating the chronic issue of salt action on the site that had been causing the decay of the site at
alarming rate. UNESCO has been taking initiatives to tap the potential of traditional craftsmanship
and cultural and creative industries which can serve as strategic tools for revenue generation
particularly in developing countries like Pakistan having rich cultural heritage and substantial labour
force. Cultural and creative industries also carry an aesthetic or symbolic representation that provides
access to cultural expressions of diverse groups engaged in activity. UNESCO has been supporting
the vulnerable population both male and female in rural areas including disaster affected areas of
Pakistan through enhancing their resilience and livelihoods capacity in cultural and creative industries
and disaster affected areas of Pakistan including Swat, Thatta, Bahwalpur, Multan, Mansehra, Pishin
and Dera Ghazi Khan. The modalities employed are providing access to training, information of
markets, suitable raw material, establishing home-based centres and building networks. Highlighting
the role of culture in promoting peace, diversity and sustainable development, a number of
interventions in the area of heritage education have been initiated which focus on building the
teachers and educators capacity to integrate the indigenous knowledge and cultural practices into
teaching and learning, the official said.

NHMP ensures safe, LAHORE: National Highways and Motorway Police (NHMP) Deputy Inspector General (DIG) Mirza
quality travelling Faran Baig said no compromise would be made in providing safe and secure travelling environment
Daily Times, December 7, 2015 and extending timely and effective help to commuters. While addressing a Police Darbar at Jumber
Beat, he said this is the only department that is free of corruption and every Pakistani should feel
proud of it. “As per the directions of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, it is our duty to conserve the
stateliness and honour of this department at every cost and with all means,” he added. He said that
providing help and guidance to the commuters besides their counselling was the hallmark of
motorway police and this would be continued in all circumstances. “The department is like our home.
Hard work is the only way to make it better,” the DIG said. On this occasion, he ordered to improve
the facilities are that being provided to the officers.

Fire in Parliament ISLAMABAD: A fire broke out in MNA Marriyum Aurangzeb’s suite at Parliament Lodges on
Lodges Sunday.According to the Fire Brigade, only the curtain was burnt and the reason for the fire could not
Daily Dawn, December 7, 2015 be ascertained.A Fire Brigade official, not authorised to speak on record, told Dawn that the MNA’s
suite in Block C was locked when the lodge’s staff saw smoke coming out from under the door. They
had then informed the Fire Brigade.“A fire tender was sent but the fire brigade staff that was already
deployed at Parliament Lodges extinguished the fire”, he said.Although the reason for the fire could
not be determined, the official said the curtain may have caught fire from a heater or iron.Duty Officer
of Secretariat Police Station Mian Khan told Dawn he had visited the suite to investigate the incident.
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