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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES

Suspected dengue patient
dies
Daily Times, November8, 2015

ICCI calls for urgent water
banking to save Pakistan

from drought
The Nation, November8, 2015

Govt using all resources
for rehabilitation of quake

victims: Mushtaq Ghani
Thefrontierpost, November8, 2015

Opposition councillors
feel ignored over

earthquake relief
Dawn News, November8, 2015
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DETAILS

MULTAN: A suspected dengue patient died in the wee hours on Saturday at Surij Miani area of
the city. According to relatives of the deceased woman, Uzma Bibi was suffering from dengue
fever visited Nishtar Hospital emergency, but she was given an ordinary treatment and sent back
to home. Haider, the husband of Uzma Bibi was in the hospital on Friday, as he also allegedly fell
prey to dengue virus. The relatives of the deceased woman informed that another three members
of the family were also suffering from the fever. Nishtar Hospital focal person on dengue Dr Zahid
said that Haider was under treatment in ward number 27 on last day (Friday) and he left the ward
without intimating the doctors concerned. His tests related to dengue were negative, said the
doctor. About deceased woman Uzma Bibi ordinary treatment, he claimed that she had not visited
the Nishtar Hospital. To a query about allegation of denial of treatment to dengue patients, Dr
Zahid informed that they had earmarked two wards for the dengue patients in the hospital. He said
that 15 patients were still in these wards. He brushed aside allegations and stated that they had
every possible facility to treat dengue patients. Dr Zahid said that there was remarkable decrease
in number of patients as nearly two to three patients of suspect dengue were visiting on daily basis
these days.

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCl) on Sunday stressed that
government should establish water banks to save country from looming drought and ensure water
security. Water resources are rapidly plummeting decreasing per capita water availability has by
80 percent since 1951 while no mega water storage project has been constructed after the
completion of the Tarbela Dam despite availability of lot of sites including Kalabagh, said Atif Ikram
Sheikh, President ICCI.

Climate change has disturbed pattern of rainfall in the country while overdependence on
groundwater has reduced its level to alarming limits which must be noticed, he added.Atif Ikram
Sheikh said that existing dams have limited capacity to store water which has resulted in lack of
cheap electricity, limited protection from floods and inadequate water for masses, agriculture and
industry and situation is getting serious by the passage of time. Whole country is increasingly
coming under extreme water strain but the situation in Balochistan is much more critical where
groundwater shortage has reached catastrophic proportions.

Some reports blame excessive groundwater utilisation by mining industry while federal and
provincial government continue to blame each other for the situation without realising the gravity of
the situation, he said.The ICCI president said that the depletion of groundwater resources have
little to do with the climate and much more to do with the scale of irresponsible water consumption
throughout the country and Balochistan province.Government must build recharge reservoirs,
intercept and flood water at catchment areas to recharge ground water, build mall dams, and
ensure consensus on big dams, he proposed.

PESHAWAR: The Special Assistant to Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Information and
Higher Education Mr. Mushtag Ahmad Ghani has said that the Provincial Government is utilizing
all available resources for rehabilitation of affectees of recent earthquake in the province. He said
that the provincial Government has released fund online for rehabilitation activities in different
districts of the province.

While giving the details, he said that a sum of Rs. 1000 million for Shangla, Rs. 1000 million for
Lower Dir, Rs. 800 million for Swat, Rs. 656 million for Chitral, Rs. 250 for Rs. Buner, Rs. 143
million for Upper Dir, Rs. 113 million for Battagram, Rs. 100 million for Kohistan lower, Rs. 70
million for Peshawar Rs. 56 million for Abbottabad, Rs. 15 million for Haripur, Rs. 10 million for
Swabi, Rs. 10 million for Bannu, Rs. 10 million for Karak, Rs. 10 million for Charsadda, and Rs. 5
million for Mardan districts. He further said that the Provincial Government has also sent food and
nonfood items to the earthquake affecttees in different districts of the province. While giving the
details, he said that 500 food packages, 300 flour bags of 10 kg sent to people of district Dir Lower,
500 food package, 230 flour bags of 10 kg to district Swat, 100 food packages and 400 flour bags
of 10 kg to Buner, 400 food packages and 100 flour bags of 10 kg to district Shangla and 400 food
packages and 200 flour bags of 10 kg to district Dir Upper. Moreover, he said that one truck each
of 150 quilts, 250 blankets, 150 cotton mats, 50 pillows, 100 mix cloths sets and warm jackets
have also been sent district Dir Upper and district Shangla.

TIMERGARA: The opposition parties demanded on Saturday that the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government take all Lower Dir district and tehsil councillors into confidence about distribution of
relief assistance among Oct 26 earthquake-affected people in the district.

The demand was made during a meeting held here with ANP district president Hussain Shah
Yousafzai in the chair and local leaders and councillors affiliated with ANP, PPP, JUI-F and QWP
in attendance.The speakers, including ANP’s Mohammad Zeb, PPP’s Alam Zeb, QWP’s Taza
Khan and JUI-F’s Abdul Kabir, alleged that assistance was being given out to disaster victims
either through JI councillors or through unelected party workers.They said the people of the ruling
JI had been provided with relief assistance, while those of other parties had been waiting for it. The
district councillors complained they had been completely ignored in the entire process.They said
though the district nazim had pledged all elected councillors would be taken into confidence about
relief assistance, the pledge had yet to be fulfilled.

The councillors said the damage assessment survey was supposed to be conducted by a local
government representative along with officials of army and revenue department but ironically, none
of the opposition councillors had been involved in the exercise.The speakers also demanded better
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Rehabilitation of quake-

affected areas underway
Ajj News, November7, 2015

Quetta: Hospital lack basic
facilities for Congo, 20
killed so far

Thefrontierpost, November7, 2015

President, PM discuss
quake rehabilitation
Ajj News, November6, 2015
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compensation for the earthquake victims.They also said the government should appropriately
increase the money being given for the reconstruction and repair of damaged houses.The
speakers warned the opposition parties would agitate if the district government didn’t change its
behaviour towards them.Also in the day, Jamaat-i-Islami leader Malik Fazal Mohammad
announced he had joined the Awami national party along with family members and friends.He
made the announcement during a public meeting in Rahimabad Munda, where former ANP district
president Haji Bahadar Khan was the chief guest.

PESHAWAR: Chairman National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), Major General Asghar
Nawaz here Friday said that at least 29 people were killed in FATA areas while in all 81,000
houses were destroyed in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa due to October 26 earthquake.Talking to media
persons Nawaz said that 495 school buildings were destroyed by the quake while Chitral district
was the mostly affected area where 17,500 houses were destroyed. Rehabilitation activities in
affected areas were underway, he said.The Chairman told media that till now 11,000 waterproof
tents have been provided to the affectees adding in FATA most of the heirs of dead have also
been compensated. He said the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government has released Rs 3 billion for the
rehabilitation of the quake-affectees while the federal government has also issued Rs 1.5 billion for
this national cause. He added the KP government has further pledged Rs 6 bin for the purpose.

November,2015 About 1 hour ago Laboratory of hospital does not have equipment to carry out
blood test for the fatal disease QUETTA (Local TV) — Fatima Jinnah General and Chest Hospital
Quetta does not have the facility for diagnoses of Congo virus that has killed 20 people so far. The
laboratory of the hospital does not have required equipment to carry out the blood test for the fatal
disease, reported Local TV. There is only one isolation ward in the hospital with the facility of just
ten beds and even in that ward there are no separate cabins for the patients. The so called
isolation ward is in middle of the hospital building instead of being at some far away corner. The
location of the ward makes the atmosphere quite vulnerable for the virus to spread. The blood
samples are sent to Islamabad for the diagnoses or the patients send the samples to Karachi to
the private laboratories. In both cases it takes at least 2 days for the samples to get the diagnosis
while the virus is very dangerous and in most of the cases the patient dies before the result of the
blood samples arrives back at the hospital. It is also worth mentioning that the small ward of the
hospital is not only catering the patients from inside the country but also from Afghanistan. While
the hospital lacks basic needs of the doctors treating the Congo patients. The hospital does not
have any special protected dress for doctors, PCR machine, ventilators or blood bank. A total of
100 Congo cases were registered this year while 20 of which died during the treatment. \r\n

QUETTA (Local TV) — Fatima Jinnah General and Chest Hospital Quetta does not have the facility
for diagnoses of Congo virus that has killed 20 people so far. The laboratory of the hospital does
not have required equipment to carry out the blood test for the fatal disease, reported Local TV.
There is only one isolation ward in the hospital with the facility of just ten beds and even in that
ward there are no separate cabins for the patients. The so called isolation ward is in middle of the
hospital building instead of being at some far away corner. The location of the ward makes the
atmosphere quite vulnerable for the virus to spread. The blood samples are sent to Islamabad for
the diagnoses or the patients send the samples to Karachi to the private laboratories. In both
cases it takes at least 2 days for the samples to get the diagnosis while the virus is very dangerous
and in most of the cases the patient dies before the result of the blood samples arrives back at the
hospital. It is also worth mentioning that the small ward of the hospital is not only catering the
patients from inside the country but also from Afghanistan. While the hospital lacks basic needs of
the doctors treating the Congo patients. The hospital does not have any special protected dress for
doctors, PCR machine, ventilators or blood bank. A total of 100 Congo cases were registered this
year while 20 of which died during the treatment.

Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif called on President Mamnoon Hussain on Thursday and
discussed matters relating to relief and rehabilitation of earthquake affected people, law and order,
economy and operation Zarb-e-Azb. A statement from the President House said both the leaders
in their meeting here at the Aiwan-e-Sadr discussed issues of national importance, besides
exchanging views on situation in the region.

The Prime Minister briefed the President on policies and decisions of the government on different
issues, the statement said. They expressed satisfaction over the efforts by the government for
rehabilitation in the quake-hit areas and expressed determination to help the affected people by
mobilising all available resources.

The President complimented the PM and his economic team on significant improvement in national
economic indicators and hoped that the initiatives of the government will revitalise the economy
and improve standard of living of the people. They also reiterated their commitment towards
improving the health and education sectors. The President and the Prime Minister also reviewed
the operation Zarb-e-Azb and law and order situation in Karachi and expressed satisfaction at the
success achieved. They resolved that the operation would continue till elimination of terrorism and
lawlessness from the country, the statement said.

The Prime Minister also briefed the President on his recent visit to USA and his meeting with
President Obama. They discussed the regional situation and reiterated Pakistan’s resolve to have
friendly relations with all neighbouring countries for peace and prosperity in the region. The
President and the Prime Minister noted that work on different projects under the China Pakistan
Economic Corridor is proceeding at satisfactory pace and hoped that successful completion of the
CPEC will usher in an era of unprecedented development and prosperity not only in Pakistan but in
the entire region. Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs Tariqg Fatemi and
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Political Affairs Dr Asif Kirmani were also present during
the meeting.

An earthquake of mild intensity jolted the provincial capital Lahore and surroundings on Thursday
National g
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3.1 jolts Lahore,

surroundings
Pakistan Today, November6, 2015

Special dengue wards set

up at four KMC hospitals
HTV News, November6, 2015

Calamities inflicted Rs1.5t

losses in five years: Dar
Express Tribune, November6, 2015

Dengue programme enrols

university professors
Express Tribune, November5, 2015
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night but no loss of life was reported due to the earthquake.According to geological wing of
Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD), tremours measuring 3.1 on the Richter scale were felt
in Lahore, Kasur and surrounding areas.The epicentre of the quake was stated to be 35 km north
of Lahore, in India.

Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) has set up special dengue wards in its four major
hospitals where doctors, paramedics and nurses will be available round-the-clock to provide timely
treatment to dengue patients.

This was stated at a meeting presided over by Metropolitan Commissioner Samiuddin Siddiqui and
attended by all district chief medical officers and KMC officials. The meeting was told that special
dengue wards established at Abbasi Shaheed Hospital have 60 beds, whereas Rafiqui Shaheed
Hospital, Landhi Medical Complex and Gazdarabad Hospital have 20 beds each. Besides this, all
the special dengue wards have been provided sufficient quantity of medicines.The commissioner
directed KMC and District Municipal Corporations (DMCs) administrations to take all possible
measures to prevent citizens from dengue and malaria fever. He also instructed officials to carry
out spray in parks, swimming pools and underground water tanks across the city. He stressed the
need for creating awareness about dengue virus among students of schools and colleges.He also
advised the citizens to adopt necessary preventive measures to protect themselves from dengue
and malaria. In addition to necessary medicines and equipment, medical and paramedical staff has
been deputed in the wards and would remain open for 24 hours on emergency basis.Samiuddin
urged the officials to take all possible measures to protect the citizens from Malaria and Dengue
fever. He also directed to perform fumigation and sprinkling of insecticides for elimination of larva
and mosquitoes in all city parks and swimming pools.

ISLAMABAD: In the past five years natural disasters have caused Pakistan losses worth $14.2
billion (approximately Rs1.5 trillion), barely five per cent of which was covered by international
donors.Finance Minister Ishaq Dar on Thursday told the Senate in writing that the global
community had contributed $697.2 million (approximately Rs73.52 billion) to assist Pakistan’s
disaster relief efforts in the last five years. “The rest of the gap was bridged with domestic
resources and borrowing money."The response was prompted by the need to dispel the perception
that Pakistan receives substantial financial aid from international donors every time it is hit by a
natural calamity. The highest losses from floods — Rs855 billion — were recorded in 2010-11.

On the subject of the Pakistan Steel Mills, Dar confirmed that the process of its privatisation was
being undertaken by the government. Moreover, Planning Minister Ahsan Igbal said Rs27 billion
was earmarked in Public Sector Development Programme 2014-15 to meet the additional
requirement of ongoing and new projects.

Independent Palestine

During a discussion on Palestine, Senator Muhammad Usman Khan Kakar suggested that
Pakistan push Palestine’s independence to the top of its foreign policy rather than “exploiting the
Palestinians’ plight for political gains like other Muslim countries”.Addressing the upper house of
parliament on a point of order, he urged the government to make the Palestine issue a vital part of
its foreign policy and do its utmost to highlight the miseries of the Palestinians at all international
forums.Earlier, Kakar also raised concerns about illegal appointments in Ogra and complained that
candidates from his province Balochistan were deliberately overlooked.In response, Petroleum &
Natural Resources Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi said he would look into the allegations and
inform the house about it.

Meanwhile, senators from both sides of the aisle condemned journalist Saleem Bokhari for his
‘indecent’ remarks about the parliamentarians in his October 27 television show. They demanded
an apology from him and urged the relevant authorities to take action against him.In response,
Senate Chairman Raza Rabbani said: “Parliament being the custodian of the rights of the people
and other institutions such as the media would expect that the media themselves check that such
incidents are not repeated and individuals guilty of using indecent language about parliament do
not find place for their comments on TV channels and in newspaper columns.”

KARACHI: The Sindh government’s dengue programme has decided to get university professors
on board to overcome the deadly dengue mosquitoes.After running an ineffective campaign that
merely focused on fumigation, the Sindh health department realised that bureaucrats are not the
solution to forming an effective strategy. Hence, the minister announced on Wednesday that they
will collaborate with entomologists and biologists from various universities’ research institutions in
Sindh. This interactive session on the dengue virus was organised by the Arts Council of Pakistan.

This decision resonated well with the vice-chancellor of Dawood University of Engineering and
Technology, Dr Shahana Urooj, who is a microbiologist. She pointed out that it was not possible for
them to address the issue without the help of entomologists and biologists. “The government
should involve the relevant experts,” she said, adding that round-the-year surveillance is required.

For his part, Sindh Health Minister Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar admitted that dengue is too big an
issue for his department to tackle alone. “We need the help of research institutions established in
different universities,” he said. The minister announced that his department will convene a meeting
with universities and seek their help.

Debunking myths

Dr Urooj rejected the common view that dengue mosquitoes are only found in bodies of potable
water. “This is a misconception because these mosquitoes are born in unclean water as well.”"She
also brushed aside the effectiveness of fumigation drives that are vehemently endorsed by the
health department, the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation and the commissioner. “Sprays are toxic
and injurious to human health,” pointed out Dr Urooj. “Spraying is not needed but can be used
specifically in those areas where these mosquitoes are found.”Not every dengue patient needs to
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be admitted at a hospital, pointed out a blood disease expert at Indus Hospital, Dr Samreen
Sarfaraz. Only two to three per cent of the people infected by the virus are at risk, she said, adding
that hundreds of patients have visited her hospital but only one was admitted.“lt is an endemic
now,” said Dr Sarfaraz. “We have medicines for malaria patients but not for dengue virus patients.”

Dengue surveillance cell

Commissioner Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui offered a solution in the form of a separate surveillance cell,
which will include experts on different viral diseases. Given the government’s lack of faith in
experts in the past, Siddiqui assured they are trying their best to address this issue.“We’ll establish
surveillance centres as well,” announced Dahar. “Collectively, we can do anything but not alone,”
he said. “The citizens, the civil society and other institutions need to work with the
government.”According to the Sindh government’s Dengue Prevention and Control Programme’s
head Dr Masood Ahmed Solangi, surveys disclosed that storage of water in tanks is one of the
major reasons behind the spread of dengue mosquitoes in the city. “People themselves need to
take appropriate measures,” Dr Solangi urged, saying early diagnosis can save lives.Meanwhile,
Pakistan Medical Association Karachi general secretary seemed unsatisfied with the statistics
shared by the health department, claiming that the dengue death toll has fallen. “Statistics are
always dangerous,” he said. “We have to understand the disease and awareness is very
important.”Arts Council’s medical and social welfare chairperson Dr Qaisar Sajjad demanded a
separate laboratory in the city to research on different viral diseases. “We need to establish such
institutions,” he added.

ISLAMABAD: As many as 279 people died and 1,964 injured and 94,548 houses damaged as a
result of the earthquake, said National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA).

According to consolidated figures of relief operation, damages and losses issued by National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), the authority, giving details of losses said 94,548 houses
and 497 schools were damaged, 232 people were died, 1,561 injured in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 30
people died, 209 got injured and 9,534 houses were damaged in FATA, 10 died, 92 got injured and
3,206 houses were damaged in Gilgit-Baltistan.

Five people had died and 79 people injured and 20 houses were damaged in Punjab, two people
were killed, 23 were injured and 20 houses were damaged in Azad Jammu and Kashmir due to
recent earthquake.Provincial Disaster Management Authorities (PDMAs), Pakistan Army and other
relief agencies has distributed 733.87 ton food packs, 6,494 plastic mats, 14,000 tarpaulins, 14 ton
bottled water, 49 water filtration plants and 117 generators in earthquake hit areas of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), Gilgit-Baltistan, Punjab and Azad
Jammu and Kashmir.According to breakup, 38,773 tents have been distributed in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 4,082 in FATA and 770 in Gilgit-Baltistan.National Disaster Management in
collaboration with other agencies has distributed 43,625 tents, 55,564 blankets and 27 ton
medicine in earthquake hit areas.

ISLAMABAD: Emissions of gases from asphalt plants near the International Islamic University
Islamabad (llUl) are not only causing air pollution, but also posing serious health hazards for the
students and the staff, Daily Times has learnt.The plants have been installed at the llUl's main
entrance along the main Kashmir Highway in the capital for the manufacture of asphalt and other
forms of coated road stone. The emissions from these pants are not only causing air pollution but
have also become a source of different diseases for the students and the staff.Female students of
the BBA Department are particular victim of these emissions as FMS Block, where the classes
take place, is very close to the plants. Moreover, Albaruini Block of the university, which is being
used as hostel for female students due to space issue, is also prone to the emissions.

According to the hostel management, currently around 80 students are residing in the hostel. A
student of BS English, Syeda Javeria Bukhari, who is residing in the Albaruoni Block for the last
four years, said that she and other classmates have suffered several health strokes and coughing
due to the emissions from the plants. She said that the plants were not only causing pollution but
also constant noise."They should be shifted to other places immediately and authorities must be
considerate and take pity on our health," Bukhari said. Another BBA student said while requesting
anonymity, "It is a major concern for us as the emissions have spoiled the environment of the
entire campus. The high-ups should take notice of the issue urgently and provide an alternative
land for these plants," she said.

Heavy machinery of the Capital Development Authority (CDA) is also parked there but the civic
body did not bother to remove it. "Despite several notices issued by the university administration,
the civic body has not bothered to take note of the matter," a university official claimed wishing not
to be named. The official said the university administration also approached the Federal
ombudsman in this regard and a few months ago, the court had directed the CDA to remove the
encroachments, but they have done nothing so far.According to the official, several meetings
between the civic body and the IlUl management have taken place to seek a solution to the
problem, but they have failed to yield any positive results. "The civic agency puts every suggestion
under the carpet after each meeting," the official regretted.Source in the university also said that a
few years ago, slum-dwellers made similar encroachments around almost all sides of the campus
and the management had to pay them Rs 100 million to compensate the dwellers to vacate the
land. A senior official of the varsity who was not authorised to speak on record, confirmed that the
encroachments are purely made by the CDA. The high ups should keep on board this issue, he
asserted.When contacted, CDA Spokesperson Ramzan Sajid expressed his ignorance about the
plants and encroachments. He said that since he was out of office, he will only comment on the
issue after getting details from the section concerned. Sajid, however, did not respond when he
was contacted again.

PESHAWAR: Owners of homes damaged by the October 26 earthquake asked for more financial
assistance from the government, saying the amount announced for reconstruction was not
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enough.“Life after the earthquake is every difficult and we live in constant fear,” said 60-year-old
Ghulam Husain whose home has visible cracks. Even though the structure is unstable, 32
members of his family are living under a roof that could fall on their heads at any given moment.He
said the compensation announced by the provincial government was not even enough to raze the
house, let alone reconstruct which is a hugely expensive proposition.

Hussain said the family is still waiting to be registered by the district government to receive the
compensation announced by the federal and provincial administrations. His 10-marla house is
situated in Dhaki Munawar Shah and both storeys have cracks on the walls, ceiling and pillars.

A room for Rs0.3m

The federal government announced Rs0.2 million for the owner of each destroyed house and
Rs0.1 million for inhabitants of partially damaged ones. Special Assistant Mushtaq Ghani
announced identical compensation with the addition of Rs60,000 for houses with damaged
boundary walls.The October 26 earthquake did not affect much of Peshawar, but there were
houses which developed cracks, especially older ones in the walled city and those in villages
surrounding the provincial capital. These included Sufaid Sung, Mathra, Warsak Road and Panam
Dheri for which the district government said a damage assessment was taken.

However, owners of affected houses contradict the government claims, saying none of them had
been contacted by any authority.“At present, it is difficult to construct even one room with Rs0.3
million,” said rickshaw driver Taj Muhammad. “How can we reconstruct our house?” he asked. “We
are not even sure whether we will receive any compensation.”His house is also situated in Dhaki
Munawar Shah. Taj said the family was lucky the whole structure did not crumble over them.
Despite the wide cracks in the walls, he and his brothers stay in the house while family members
were sent to live with relatives.

Needs versus compensation

“We need at least Rs 1million to Rs 1.2 million to build a modest abode,” said Taj. He added the
family doesn’t have a single penny to make their house. He was another homeowner who was
unsure whether the government would provide compensation, but stressed that the amount
needed to be increased.

“We have asked the nazim to come to our house and assess the damage, but he has turned a
deaf ear,” he said. Taj said the house is no longer fit to be inhabited. The district administration
said they would assess all the damage suffered by each house and provide compensation
accordingly.

ISLAMABAD: Earthquake Reconstruction, Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA) Thursday dispatched
relief goods among the most effected earthquake hit areas in Shangla district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Two heavy truck loads carrying relief goods will be handed over to relief authorities at Matta.The
goods will be distributed among the affected people in coordination with district administration. At
the occasion, ERRA official said that most essential relief goods had been despatched to district
Shangla, including 450 Sleeping Bags, 160 Heaters, 100 Generators, 300 Blankets and 95 tents,
said a press release issued here. Dr Ibadullah Khan MNA, who is also Member of ERRA Council,
was present on the occasion. He appreciated ERRA's relief efforts and expressed hope that
valuable relief items being despatched would contribute to alleviate the suffering of people of the
affected areas. A senior official said that ERRA experts were actively engaged to evolve post
earthquake strategy of reconstruction and rehabilitation in the earthquake hit areas and would not
be found wanting wherever the specific reconstruction, rehabilitation tasks on assigned to them by
the government.

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court on Tuesday issued notices to several government
officials seeking inspection of the structural conditions of public and private sector high-rise
buildings in the capital after the earthquake that hit Pakistan on October 26.Justice Athar Minallah
issued notices to the Capital Administration and Development secretary, the Capital Development
Authority chairman, the Islamabad Capital Territory chief commissioner, and the National Disaster
Management Authority chairman.The court directed the respondents to submit a reply within a
fortnight.

Petitioner Advocate Sardar Anzar Igbal Khan, through his counsel Barrister Afzal Hussain, is
seeking formation of a high-powered commission — comprising only of state officials — in the public
interest, after the 8.1 magnitude earthquake and its aftershocks.Apart from the respondents, the
counsel stated, the cabinet secretary, Pakistan Engineering Council chairman, district and session
judges of Islamabad, and the Inspector General of the Islamabad can also be included in the
commission supervising the conditions of public and private sector high-rise buildings (commercial
and residential towers), hotels, courts, hospitals, offices, schools, colleges, universities and
societies in the capital.While highlighting the importance and urgency of the issue, Hussain
referred to the massive earthquake that hit Pakistan on October 8, 2005, leaving thousands dead,
including dozens who died after Margalla Towers in Islamabad’s Sector F-10 collapsed.Hussain
urged the court to direct the federal government to immediately constitute a high-powered
commission to inspect the structural conditions of all the buildings. In addition, the commission
may be mandated to take necessary steps to ensure the protection of the life and property of
citizens and also to take necessary legal action in case a building is become dangerous for its
inhabitants, he added.He also prayed the court to direct the commission to submit a
comprehensive report on the structural conditions of public, government and private sector
buildings in Islamabad within 15 working days.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Tuesday inaugurated the Pakistan Investment
Conference in Islamabad and assured business delegations from 29 countries of a safe working
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environment in Pakistan. In his speech to the business community, the premier told businessmen
that Pakistan is committed towards eliminating the menace of terrorism from its soil in order to
attract direct foreign investment. He said that successes achieved by the armed forces in operation
Zarb-i-Azb is proof of Pakistan's commitment in this regard.

While talking about government's achievement in attracting foreign investment, the PM cited the
landmark China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project and said that the project will not only
connect South and Central Asia but will also create a number of employment opportunities and a
favourable environment for economic progress.

“Pakistan has entered into an agreement with Russia for the establishment of a $2 billion North-
South gas pipeline and is also working on a similar project between Nawabshah and Gwadar port,”
said the PM.Encouraging the investors, the PM said that his government is committed towards
providing a safe and sound working environment to investors belonging to private sector, both
foreign and local.

“People’s trust in the present government is evident from the result of local government elections,”
the PM claimed.He told the prospective investors that his government is providing loans to the
unemployed youth and the projects to end load shedding by 2017 are already under
construction."International financial and monetary groups and observers have termed Pakistan's
progress satisfactory for investment," said Nawaz.The conference is aimed at attracting foreign
and local investors to invest in different sectors of national economy.Business delegations from
over 29 countries are participating in the two-day conference.

DIR: Chief Minister Pervez Khattak said that first phase of distribution of compensation cheques to
the earthquake victim families in Upper Dir would be completed in four days.Talking to reporters
during his visit to the quake affected areas of Upper Dir, he said that rehabilitation process would
take a little time because the district was far off and mountainous.The district administration briefed
the chief minister on the rehabilitation process after the earthquake in the Upper Dir in
Panakot.The chief minister said that after consultation with Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and
federal government the compensation of deceased and injured people in the earthquake had been
increased to Rs0.6 million.However, he directed the Upper Dir administration to complete the
survey of the destroyed and partially damaged in the district houses especially the hilly areas of
Kohistan, Usheri Dara, Nehag Dara, Sultankhel Dara and others of the district as soon as possible.

He then visited the destroyed houses in Rehankot in Dir town. He said that specialist doctors
would soon be appointed in the District Headquarters Hospital in Dir to facilitate the people.

PESHAWAR: As the mercury drops in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa following a fresh spell of rain and
snowfall, the government has yet to access 10% to 15% quake-affected areas. This was said by K-
P Government Spokesperson and Special Assistant to CM Mushtaq Ghani at a news conference
at the Civil Secretariat on Tuesday. Ghani briefed the media about progress made in relief and
rehabilitation activities across the province.“We have not been able to access 10% to 15% of these
areas,” he said. The statistics were provided to Ghani by Wajid Ali, an assistant director at
Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA).However, neither Ghani nor Ali were able to
provide details on the exact number of houses which the government has been unable to access.
“Most of these areas are situated along narrow passes and have few houses,” he said. “However,
we are doing our best to access every area. Residents are also reaching out to us and have been
provided relief goods.”

Opportunity lost?

Ghani also shed light on the role of local government representatives in relief and rehabilitation
efforts.When asked why the offices of DCs were used as central points for relief work, the K-P
government spokesperson said the local government system is still in its nascent stages.
“Representatives are still receiving training,” he said. “We must remember the commissioner
system is already in place.”Nevertheless, Ghani pointed out local government representatives
have a duty to help the affected population. “They are working and pointing out areas where relief
goods can be transported.”The K-P government spokesperson said the rugged topography has
made it difficult to carry out operations in certain areas.“However, the government has responded
to this catastrophe in an effective manner,” he said. “With time, its capacity to deal with the
situation has also improved.”

Public infrastructure

Speaking about efforts to assess the level of damage to public buildings and plans to conduct a
survey in this regard, Ghani said the government is collecting data.“At least 495 schools have been
destroyed,” he said. “The government has provided large tents to the administration of these
schools so students can continue to study.”Ghani said a building at University of Swat has been
affected by the devastating earthquake and no classes are being held on the premises.“Similarly, a
mosque in Hazara University has been destroyed,” he said.

Compensation

According to Ghani, 193 families have been provided cheques. “Around 115 people who were
wounded have received compensation,” he added.Citing data provided by PDMA, Ghani said
42,722 houses were damaged. “At least 398 owners have been compensated by the federal and
K-P governments,” he said.Ghani said an MI-17 helicopter is still being used for relief operation
while the Pakistan Army and teams from National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and
State Disaster Management Authority (SDMA) Kashmir are also conducting relief work.Ghani said
foreign NGOs are working in Chitral, Shangla, Dir and Torghar while three medical teams from
Punjab are catering to the needs of people in Malakand.According to the spokesperson, 19,192
tents, 27,667 blankets, 1,750 floor-mats, 8,700 food packets, 1,000 flour bags, 11,000 tarpaulins
and 11 power generators have been distributed.
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Rawalpindi: Over 600 dengue larvae are being detected on daily basis during indoor survey by
special teams constituted by the city district government on the directions of the Punjab
government.This was revealed by Commissioner, Rawalpindi, Capt (r) Zahid during an informal
chat with this correspondent here at his office.

He said that compared to previous years, the situation of dengue virus has been severe this year.
However, the situation of dengue virus would not be alarming in next year as effective steps are
being adopted to kill the dengue larvae. The process of effective methods being implemented
would continue on permanent basis to rid the people of Rawalpindi and its adjacent areas from
dengue next year. With the continuation of measures, we would be able to control this dengue
disease in the years to follow.The staff designated on dengue elimination work in health units and
other bodies would continue to perform their task on regular basis.

The commissioner said that over 475 special teams have been formed which do surveillance work
for elimination of dengue in Rawalpindi and its adjoining areas. Outdoor and indoor surveillance
being made on regular basis.The surveillance teams working on indoor survey visits more than
14,000 houses daily and detect over 600 dengue larvae daily which are killed executed on the
spot. The surveillance work on indoor and outdoor basis is carried out from 8 a.m. morning till 6
p.m. evening. He informed that the work does not end from here because the team members
revisit the houses and places where dengue larvae is detected and executed. Surprisingly, dengue
larvae is redetected from the houses where were executed after been found previously. While
carrying detection and execution work, the team members also issue special instructions to the
inmates for keeping their house clean and not allowing gathering of water. The citizens are asked
to carryout spray work for killing mosquitoes after every second day. The utensils filled with water
should remain covered and replaced after every third day, the team personnel advise to the
citizens.A daily report of measures for eradication of dengue is submitted to the Punjab Chief
Minister, the commissioner said.

PESHAWAR: A 5.2-magnitude earthquake jolted parts of Khyber-Pakhtunkwa Monday night;
however, the Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) ruled out that it was an aftershock of last
week’s 7.5-magnitude earthquake.

“The epicenter of the earthquake was the Suleman Range,” PMD Director Seismology Zahid Rafi
said, while speaking to The Express Tribune.“It was not an aftershock, it was an earthquake,” Rafi
added.

Massive quake hits Pakistan

Further, the PMD’s seismic monitoring centre stated that the depth of the earthquake was 10km.
However, the United States Geological Survey (USGS) put the magnitude of the earthquake at 4.9
and depth at 40km.According to the residents of Dera Ismail Khan’s frontier region, the Chashma
road developed cracks as a result of the earthquake.Meanwhile jolts were felt as far as South
Waziristan, Tank and other parts of the province but the intensity was mostly concentrated in the
southern districts of K-P.A total of 81 aftershocks have been recorded a week after a 7.5-
magnitude earthquake caused widespread destruction to life and property across the province and
the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata).

On October 26, a major earthquake centred in the Hindu Kush — the 800km mountain range that
stretches between central Afghanistan and northern Pakistan — killed more than 200 people in the
two countries and injured hundreds of others, sending shockwaves as far as New Delhi.

TIMERGARA / KHAR: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif directed the National Disaster Management
Authority and the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government on Monday to complete by Nov 14 the
payment of compensation to people affected by the recent earthquake.During a visit to Timergara
in Lower Dir, he said the federal and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa governments had decided to complete
the process by Nov 4 but later it was felt that the NDMA and Provincial Disaster Management
Authority would not be able to get in touch with every affected person by that date because the
task was huge.

He asked the authorities concerned to complete the distribution of cheques by Nov 14 because
winter was round the corner.Earlier, KP Chief Minister Pervez Khattak received the prime minister
as he landed at the Dir Scouts ground.Governor Mehtab Ahmed Khan, Minister for Information
Pervez Rashid, PML-N’s senior vice president Ameer Mugam and the NDMA chairman
accompanied Mr Sharif.Malakand GOC Maj Gen Nadar Khan briefed the prime minister on losses
caused by the quake. He said 15,000 houses were destroyed and 44,000 partially damaged in
Malakand division. He said 20,000 tents and 25,000 blankets and foodstuff and relief goods had so
far been distributed among the affected people.Addressing a jirga of elders in Khar, the
headquarters of Bajaur Agency, the prime minister said his government was aware of the problems
and difficulties being faced by the affected people.

QUETTA: People of Awaran have urged the government to expedite the reconstruction work in the
district severely damaged by the earthquake two years ago.A meeting held here on Sunday
reviewed progress on development projects in the district. The meeting was informed that work on
the projects and rehabilitation of earthquake survivors was moving at a slow pace. They accused
government officers supervising the projects of not performing their duty as most of them were not
present in the district and their absence was badly affecting work.The quake struck Awaran and
parts of Kech district on Sept 23 and 28, 2013.Civil and military officers present in the meeting
assured the representatives of the district that work on development projects would be
accelerated.The meeting was attended among others by Commander of Southern Command Lt
Gen Aamir Riaz.

PESHAWAR: A patient of Congo virus expired during treatment at Peshawar’s Hayatabad Medical
Complex, ARY News reported on Tuesday. The fresh victim of the deadly fever was a woman, Gul
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Pari 26, from Afghanistan. The fresh death increased the death toll by Crimean-Congo
Hemorrhagic Fever (CCHF) in Pakistan, to two dozen.

According to the hospital administration, the number of the deaths by Congo Fever in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has reached to 12 — including two Afghan nationals and 10 from Peshawar and
Bannu districts of the province.Another 32 patients of Congo virus have been admitted in
hospitals.In other parts of Pakistan, six patients of the disease died in Quetta and other parts of
Balochistan. Still 150 patients of the deadly fever have been admitted at various hospitals of the
province.

The Congo fever has also claimed six lives in Karachi including a woman from Defence area of the
metropolis.The Crimean Congo Hemorrhagic Fever (CCHF) virus, commonly known as Congo
fever, is a widespread tick-borne viral disease that is endemic in Africa, the Balkans, the Middle
East and Asia.

Nightmares of the 2005 earthquake in Pakistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir had still not entirely
faded from memories when, on October 26, another powerful earthquake brought about mass
destruction.

Pakistan’s history of natural disasters has proven that children are the most vulnerable to these,
with the 2005 quake affecting the lives of around 2.2 million children. Other than this, a large
number of children suffered in the various droughts and floods that hit Punjab and Sindh. The
recent shockwave has resulted in an increase in the number of traumatised children.

Natural disasters are an unavoidable phenomenon which can occur in any part of the world at any
time, no matter how well a country is equipped, whether it be Japan or the Gulf states. However,
appropriate utilisation of available resources and active management can reduce the after-effects
of quakes and other disasters. Pakistan will continue to face the brunt of disasters in the
foreseeable future as the National Disaster Management Authority has declared around 11per cent
of the country’s districts are vulnerable to various natural calamities due to their geographical
locations. In such a situation, Pakistan needs a comprehensive long-term strategy.

In the past, our approaches to coping with disasters and quakes have not been efficient,
particularly when it comes to protecting children. The after-effect of this has been that youngsters
have been robbed of a stable and secure childhood, since the government and NGOs’ main focus
is to provide them with material, and not psychological, support.

A few days before the recent earthquake, one of my cousins, who was in school in Mansehra
district, in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) during the 2005 quake, shared his experience. He was
among those fortunate few who remained unhurt as he had managed to exit his classroom before
the school wall collapsed. But he was unable to sleep for many a night in the aftermath of this
tragedy. He said that every time he closed his eyes, he felt like the ground was shaking like it did
during the quake, and he could envision the school collapsing amidst a backdrop of dark clouds,
thunder and lightning. He could almost hear the screams of the dying children. He would wear his
shoes and jackets to bed so that if there was an aftershock, he could run out of the house.

From the experience he shared, one can only imagine what the mental condition of the children in
the region would be after the October 26 earthquake. In such circumstances, sustaining and
empowering care and protection systems within families, schools, hospitals, and communities are
essential for disaster preparedness.

BISHAM: Advisor to the prime minister, Amir Mugam,on Sunday asked the people to come
forward to help the earthquake victims.He was talking to reporters after visiting quake-affected
areas including Saidano Dheri, Gomrash, Taloon Sargay, Chamber, Khwar Killay, Shapur Kandao,
Chachlo and Shangrai.

He said that the package announced by the Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif during his
visit to Shangla district had removed the deprivation of the victims. He requested the non-
deserving people not to collect the packages specified for the quake victims so that the deserving
people could not be ignored.

Amir Mugam said that quality tents were being provided to the victims, adding that cheques had
been distributed among some of them. “The remaining victims will get the cheques very soon,” he
assured.

The: initial maximum damage from last week’s earthquake, according to one estimate, ranges in
the vicinity of Rs15-20bn. However, the projected number includes the immediate cost of public
and private rescue and relief efforts, as well as reconstruction and livelihood support for the
victims.Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif announced an elaborate relief package for the victims after
his visit to the affected areas and daylong consultations with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government, institutions and people involved in the ground operations.According to initial reports,
the death toll is 267 and the injured count is 1,600, while about 11,000 houses are said to have
been damaged to varying degrees.

The October 2005 earthquake was far deadlier. It had dealt a massive blow of Rs550bn ($5bn) to
the economy, besides resulting in a depressingly high loss of life (85,000), according to estimates
by lenders and development agencies, as reported in the media before the donors’ conference
back in November 2005.National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) Chairman Major Gen.
Asghar Nawaz on his return to Islamabad after the aerial survey of the northern areas told Dawn
that the affected area is vast but the damage is limited to the collapse of already dilapidated
buildings and mud houses.

“There were no signs of major devastation in the region. My feeling was that two days of consistent
rain had already weakened the mud structures in the far flung places in the mountains, which
made them more vulnerable to shocks. The physical infrastructure (roads, government buildings,
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bridges, etc) was intact except for some road blockages because of subsequent landslides. Yes,
some mud house settlements in remote areas perished, but the scale of the damage looks
manageable,” he elaborated.“The intensity of the earthquake on the Richter scale was almost as
much as the one in 2005, but its epic centre was so deep underground that we fortunately escaped
a major catastrophe. This time, the epic centre was over 150 miles deep in the ground, compared
to barely 10 miles in 2005,” he said.

“It will take some time before we consolidate the data collected by our survey teams, but my sense
is that the total damage would be Rs1.5-2.5bn. If you include the cost incurred in the rescue and
relief efforts, it might double to Rs5bn. To me, Rs15-20bn is an exaggeration,” he
asserted.Muhammad Wasim, who was managing the disaster cell in Peshawar for the Jamaat-e-
Islami’s social-work arm Al Khidmat Foundation, claimed to be in touch with volunteers involved in
relief activities across the province. A large swathe of area had yet to be accessed 48 hours after
the tragedy hit, he said.

“We are still struggling to reach far off settlements that have been totally cut off because of a
communication breakdown in the rugged mountainous region. It is too early to throw numbers at
this point,” he told this writer over phone.

Noor Ahmed Jadoon, head of the Al Khidmat Foundation in KP, was travelling with a group of
volunteers around the Shangla and Batkhela areas. He said over phone that communities needed
help as most of the affected people were poor. “We are trying to do all in our means to locate and
help the people in need.”Attempts to reach Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf ministers proved futile as
almost all of them were in their hometowns and villages and did not pick up their cell phones.A few
people in the affected areas, when approached through volunteers, particularly mentioned the
relief teams of the armed forces for their swift response and for providing relief to the disaster
victims.

“They were the first ones to reach the troubled villages in the middle of nowhere and extend a
helping hand to the people. | have my reservation on their Zarb-i-Azb and the high level of
collateral damage in aerial strikes, but | am convinced of their efficiency in rescue operations and
systematic relief drives,” said Azam Khan, whose house was partially damaged in lower Dir.

The acting chairman of the Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA), Brig.
Abu Bakar Amin Bajwa, said the involvement of the institution would start once the damage had
been assessed. He claimed from his office in Islamabad that the ERRA’s post-2005 work needed
to be acknowledged for the lesser loss of life and material in the districts and union councils where
it operated.

“The 303 union councils where we had trained about 20,000 volunteers for emergencies and had
stores with emergency supplies were the least affected and most efficiently managed during the
crisis because of their improved level of preparedness.”"He made a case for strengthening the
EERA and extending its coverage to all nooks and corners of the country to contain the loss of life
and property hit by a disaster. He also lamented the lack of support and attention to an institution
that had earned recognition for its work at multiple global forums.

“The interruptions in the flow of funds and a lack of government attention to resolve issues faced
by the ERRA have compromised its performance. It is not an ideal treatment of a specialised
agency in an earthquake-prone country that the US Geological survey confirmed is in the most
active earthquake zone,” he commented.The institution is being managed by deputy chairmen
since 2011 as the government failed to appoint a chairman.On his sense of the economic cost of
the current earthquake, he said, “I have deepest sympathy for the people affected by the disaster.
The ERRA is all set for its call of duty. However, based on the information pooled in so far, it will be
absurd to draw parallels between this and the 2005 earthquake in terms of devastation”.

“I am confident that external support will not necessarily be required to deal with the challenge. If
the resources are pooled in and managed properly, the country has the requisite institutional
framework and expertise to reconstruct, and rehabilitate the victims,” he said.

Dengue epidemic is LAHORE: “The dengue fever epidemic is everyone’s problem...we cannot end it till everyone
everyone’s problem: plays an active role to end it,” Environment Secretary Igbal Chauhan said on Sunday.He was
Environment secy presiding over a meeting to check progress on the eradication of dengue mosquitoes in the
S e LT ), BTG Punjab.The environment secretary stressed the need to shore up the anti-dengue campaign in

¢ ’ Multan and Rawalpindi. “All out resources have been provided to relevant officers in this regard
and they can call me directly if there’s any problem,” Chauhan said.

A report presented at the meeting said anti-dengue squads of the Environment Department had
checked 18,738 tyre shops, 11,887 warehouses, junkyards and 2,200 nurseries in 2,018 union
councils in Faisalabad, Gujranwala, Sheikhupura, Multan and Rawalpindi this year. Notices have
been issued to 4,157 people for violating regulations and 348 cases have been registered. The
report said 238 buildings were sealed after dengue mosquito larvae were found at 212 places.
Chauhan said owners and contractors of construction sites must dispose of stored water every
other day so that dengue larvae did not breed.

187 more dengue cases KARACHI: As many as 190 dengue fever cases have been reported across the Sindh province in
surface in Karachi a week out of which 187 were reported from Karachi city.As per weekly report issued by Dengue
The News, November2, 2015 Prevention Control Program Sindh, a total of 2896 dengue fever cases were reported from Sindh
province from 1st January till now out of which 2829 were detected from Karachi city alone.

Eight people died from dengue fever in the city this year so far, the report said, adding 190 dengue
fever cases emerged across the province from 26 October to 1st November 2015 out of which 187
were reported from Karachi, 2 from Hyderabad and 1 from Mirpurkhas.Out of a total of 2896
dengue fever cases reported 2829 were reported from Karachi, 26 from Hyderabad,9 from
Larkana, 8 from Mirpurkhas, 7 from Umerkot, 4 from Shaheed Benazirabad, 3 each from Thatta,
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Sukkur, Ghotki, 2 from Sanghar, 1 each from Shikarpur and Jacobabad.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Teaching Hospital suspects the death of a 12-year-old boy late Saturday
night was caused by dengue fever. However, a private doctor diagnosed patient with typhoid.
Meanwhile the provincial dengue control programme insists no lives have been lost due to the
virus.“The situation is under control and no one has died of dengue virus, however, we have
recently registered three patients in Kohat and their status has yet to be confirmed since the blood
samples have only just been obtained,” was Dr Khalid’s response, the head of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa Dengue Control Programme.KTH officials, on the other hand, suspected the first
death of the season was the child who died Saturday night. The 12-year-old boy, Aimal, was
brought to the facility on Saturday in critical condition. Hospital management shifted him into
isolation, however, the boy did not survive.

Misdiagnosis

KTH Public Relations Officer Farhad Khan confirmed Aimal, a resident of Tehkal, died at the
facility during his diagnosis investigation and treatment. Farhad added the boy was admitted to
paediatric isolation ward soon after he was brought to the facility. “We did wait for lab results,
however, symptoms suggested dengue fever so precautionary measures were taken from the
start,” he said adding at least 20 other patients were currently being provided medical assistance
for dengue fever at the facility.

“We have reviewed Aimal’s history and patient profile — it suggests the patient had been prescribed
medication for typhoid at a private clinic,” said Dr Muhammad Asif, the coordinator for public health
at the district health office. He further added initial urine tests, from Aimal’s previous visit to KTH,
did not suggest the deceased was infected with the dengue virus.

“The boy had thus consulted a private clinic on October 29, where he was treated against typhoid
and not dengue. Since initial lab tests also did not suggest dengue either, we cannot say the boy
died from the virus,” said Asif.

Difference of opinion

A significant number of cases coming through KTH this season have been suspected to be
patients with dengue. According to officials, over 120 people were admitted and at least 100 of
them were cured and discharged. Around 90% of these patients belonged to the provincial capital
with a majority residing in Tehkal, Kohat Road, Ring Road and Hayatabad.

Hayatabad Medical Complex (HMC) also registered what they consider dengue patients. A total of
79 patients were admitted and 72 were discharged.The dengue virus surfaced in late September
within the northern areas of the province, particularly in districts Swat, Shangla, and Abbottabad
and other areas in Hazara Division. District hospitals have reported many cases which they
diagnosed to be dengue.However, the provincial health department expressed satisfaction with the
region’s preparedness against dengue.A health official said, “We assumed the provincial
government was prepared not to let dengue surface this year since Rs400 million was allocated to
counter dengue, along with malaria and leishmaniasis earlier this year.”Even with suspected cases
in the hundreds, Khalid said the situation was under control and the initial diagnostic ‘strip tests’
normally show false positives due to the presence of antibodies found in patients’ blood.
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

Police identify localities KARACHI: In a detailed survey of each district of Sindh, specific areas ‘with militants’
infested with ‘militants’ in concentration’ have been identified amid reports of a looming threat of sectarian attacks in Karachi,
Sindh Shikarpur and Khairpur from splinter militant groups and banned organisations, it emerged on

Daily Dawn, November 8, 2015

Saturday. The district of Karachi West is infested with alarming prevalence of such elements,
followed by the city’s central and east districts, according to a list of the specific localities across
the province recently sent to the home ministry by the Sindh police. At least 12 such areas,
infested with militants, in West district are Ittehad Town, M. Khan Colony, Mominabad, Mowachh
Goth, Orangi Town, Kati Pahari, Banaras, Metroville, Machchar Colony, Musharraf Colony,
Mauripur and Keamari. In Central district, 10 such neighbourhoods are Afghan Basti, Nusrat
Bhutto Colony, Sohrab Goth, Peoples Colony, Federal B Industrial Area, Mujahid Colony, Moosa
Colony, Bandhani Colony, Khamosh Colony and Gulbahar. Eight similar areas have been spotted
in East district. They are Rajput Colony, Safoora Goth, Mosamiyat, Pehalwan Goth, Natha Khan
Goth, Karnal Basti, Lasbella and Patel Para. The combined number of such areas located in
Korangi and Malir districts is 10, which are: Machhar Colony, Gulshan-i-Buner, Muzaffarabad
Colony, Mansehra Colony, Pipri, Shah Latif Colony, Ibrahim Hyderi, Sherpao Colony, Sharafi Goth,
Bilal Colony and Qayyumabad.

Four neighbourhoods identified in South district are Lyari, Hijrat Colony, Sultanabad and
Mehmoodabad. In Hyderabad, the areas marked with the presence of militants are Latifabad,
Pretabad, Khokhar Mohalla, Pathan Colony, Frontier Colony and Hala Naka. The document also
mentioned Khuda Ki Basti and Khurshid Colony in Jamshoro; Mansoor Colony and Pathan Colony
in Tando Allahyar; Pathan Colony and Budhal Shah Colony in Benazirabad district; and Madni
Society, Shahdadpur in Sanghar district. Similarly, such neighbourhoods identified in Sukkur
division are Wallace Road and Nusrat Colony in Sukkur city; Lugman, Babarloo, the Panjgullo
Chowk area of Khairpur City; and Haji Khawasti, Sultankot, and Village Abdul Khaliq Bandrani in
Shikarpur district. Darul Uloom Arabia in Mirpurkhas City and Dighri town in Mirpurkhas district;
Munshi village and Kunri in Umerkot district are the other localities with possible presence of
militants, according to the report.

Sectarian attacks

The report prepared by the police said they received information through their sources that
‘terrorists belonging to some banned groups, including Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan’ from the
adjoining areas of Sindh and Balochistan might launch sectarian attacks in Shikarpur and Khairpur.
Similar sectarian attacks are feared in Karachi by splinter militant groups in Pirabad, Patel Para
and Lines Area, the report added. Besides, it said, there were groups comprising illegal aliens
which ‘may have been tasked’ to launch sectarian attacks in Korangi and other fringes of the city.
The report quoted the sources as stating that the operatives of Al Qaeda in Indian Subcontinent
(AQIS), who were allegedly involved in the Safoora carnage, ‘have established concentrations’ in
Hyderabad and Kotri towns. The groups could plan attacks there, it added.Keeping in view the
‘specific threats’, relevant teams and squads had been alerted to launch appropriate operations to
quash such groups, said senior home ministry officials.

For speedy trial: Eight KARACHI: The Sindh High Court (SHC) has given the green signal for the transfer of eight high-
cases transferred to profile terrorism-related cases, which were pending in the anti-terrorism courts, to the newly
miIitary courts established military courts. According to a source in the judiciary, the Sindh High Court on Friday
ThelExpross Tribuns) November 8 sent a letter to the additional chief secretary of the home department, intimating them that their
2015 ¢ ¢ request to transfer the cases was approved by the chief justice of Pakistan. The cases transferred

include five pending before the anti-terrorism courts and three before the sessions courts. The
official, who was speaking on the condition of anonymity, said that the SHC has also directed the
trial courts’ judges to transfer the original files of the cases to the military courts after retaining
attested copies of each page. The receipt of the files will have to be documented and
acknowledged by the military courts.

Need for military courts

The military courts were established by the federal government under the National Action Plan,
which was devised in the wake of the terrorist attack on the Army Public School in Peshawar on
December 16, 2014. The idea behind the establishment of the military courts was to counter
terrorism with renewed pledge to speedily try terrorists and punish them accordingly. Four of these
cases were established in Karachi. Subsequently, the provincial authorities had sent dozens of
cases to the federal government for scrutiny and final approval for trial in military courts. Of the 74
cases referred, the latter sanctioned only eight. The cases of accused Masoom Billa, Muhammad
Mavia and Yasir Irfat, Muhammad Qasim Toori, Danish alias Talha, Abid Ali, Muhammad Asif alias
Abdullah alias Hanzullah, Saadat Hussain and Yaseen alias Hakeem, who have all been shown as
affiliated with the proscribed outfit, Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, have been transferred. In some of these
cases, the judicial magistrates have already recorded statements of the accused. Masoom, Mavia
and Yasir, along with their absconding accomplices, have been booked for their alleged
involvement in a bomb attack on the motorcade of Justice Magbool Baqar in June 2013 in Karachi.

Justice Bagar was the then senior puisne judge of Sindh High Court and now a judge of the
Supreme Court. Qasim Toori, Danish and Abid, along with his absconding accomplices, have been
charged with allegedly killing two policemen and injuring as many in January 2008 in a shootout
with the police and other law enforcement agencies in Shah Latif Town. Four of their comrades
were also killed in the encounter. Meanwhile, Asif, Saadat and Yaseen have been booked for
killing a couple in 2013 on sectarian grounds in New Karachi. Moreover, Asif and Saadat have also
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been charged for attempted murder and attack on police personnel. In addition to these, Asif was
booked in one and Saadat in three illicit weapons cases after the crime investigation department of
the police claimed to have arrested them after a shootout on Dec 20, 3013 and found unlicensed
weapons in their possession. Besides, the main cases, the connected cases against Asif and
Saadat will also be sent to the military courts. Meanwhile, the SHC’s orders have been received by
the relevant ATCs and sessions courts, which will likely dispatch the case files and properties next
week.

PESHAWAR: The Pakistan Air Force jets on Saturday bombarded militant hideouts in a restive
northwestern tribal area bordering Afghanistan killing at least 15 suspected insurgents, security
officials said. The air strikes were carried out in various areas of the Tirah valley in the lawless
Khyber tribal district, where Taliban militants and local Islamist groups are active. “At least 15
militants were killed and several injured while three hideouts were destroyed in precise aerial
strikes in various areas of the Tirah valley in Khyber,” a local security official told AFP in Peshawar.
The strikes were part of a major offensive to clear Taliban and al Qaeda strongholds that began
last year in North Waziristan, one of seven tribal districts bordering Afghanistan. The military began
an offensive in Khyber in October 2014, carrying out air strikes and using artillery, mortars and
ground troops. Overall levels of militancy-linked violence have dropped dramatically this year, with
2015 on course for the fewest deaths among civilian and security forces since 2007 — the year the
Pakistani Taliban umbrella group was formed.

QUETTA: Official documents show that acts of terrorism as well as sectarian and targeted killings
have gone down by 50 per cent in Balochistan over the last two years under Chief Minister Dr
Abdul Malik Baloch’s administration. Statistics released by Balochistan’s Home Department show
that 27 people have been killed and 13 others wounded in incidents of sectarian killing till
September this year. This number is significantly lower than the figures for 2014, when 91 people
were killed and 129 others wounded. It is a marked improvement also from the 2013 figures when
258 people were killed and 478 people were injured in similar incidents. Sectarian killings have
remained the biggest challenge as from 2010 to 2015 as many as 721 people were killed in 154
incidents. The Shia Hazara community has remained the prime target in these attacks. In 2015,
there has been a significant decline not only in sectarian violence but also in attacks on settlers —
mostly Punjabi- and Urdu-speaking residents of Balochistan. In 2010, around 113 settlers were
killed. However, this figure dropped in 2014 to 91 while in 2015 around 36 settlers were targeted.
Moreover, the casualties of law enforcement agencies’ members have also decreased by about 39
per cent. In the last five years, as many as 289 Frontier Corps (FC) personnel and 316 policemen
have laid down their lives in the line of duty, while 539 security officials were wounded. There has
also been a general decline in heinous or serious crimes.

In 2015, as many as 832 people were murdered in the province, while in 2014 around 1,330
persons were killed. In 2013, 2012 and 2011, respectively 1,253 people, 1,477 people and 1,272
people were killed. In 2010, the figure stood at around 1,095 people. The number of robberies has
also fallen. In 2015, around 233 cases of robbery have so far been reported as compared to 330
cases in 2014. The number of reported incidents of robberies during 2013, 2012, 2011 and 2010
were respectively 387, 400, 384 and 266. The year 2015 is also better so far in terms of
kidnapping for ransom cases. As many as 220 cases of abduction have so far been reported in
2015 while in the year 2014 some 373 such cases were reported. Around 433 people, 508 people,
420 people and 346 people were reportedly kidnapped in the four years from 2013 to 2010. There
has also been a decline in the incidents of bomb blasts and rocket attacks. In 2015, around 228
explosions and 118 rocket attacks have taken place so far. These figures are far less than 435
bomb and 368 rocket attacks of 2014, 483 bomb and 372 rocket attacks of 2013, 304 explosions
and 172 rocket attacks of 2012 and 392 bomb and 203 rocket attacks of 2011. Talking to The
Express Tribune, Balochistan Home Secretary Akbar Durrani said the better situation is result of
the implementation of the National Action Plan against terror. “The government-backed
crackdowns against miscreants have helped to decrease the incidents of sectarian violence in
Balochistan,” he said.

ISLAMABAD: A common complaint from the country’s police forces is the lack of fuel funds to pay
for patrolling vehicles. While the government has been unable to address the issue, the
government of a friendly East-Asian nation has responded. Japanese Ambassador Hiroshi
Inomata on Friday handed over 123 Japanese-made hybrids vehicles to the Ministry of Interior.
The Japanese embassy said the total cost of the vehicles is around 500 million Japanese Yen, or
Rs435 million. The cars are part of Japan’s Non-Project Grant Aid (NPGA) to Pakistan, a
government sponsored fund to “contribute to the promotion of socioeconomic development efforts
in developing countries.” The handover ceremony was held at Islamabad Traffic Police
Headquarters, with Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan representing Pakistan. Ambassador
Inomata said, “Security enhancement is indispensable for successful socioeconomic development
in Pakistan, and the Government of Japan remains committed to improving the capabilities of
Pakistani law enforcement agencies.” Ambassador Inomata also hoped that the NPGA will provide,
“A good opportunity for Pakistani people to realise the positive environmental effects brought about
by hybrid vehicles.” Nisar reiterated the government’s sincere gratitude for Japan’s continued
commitment to socioeconomic development in Pakistan.

Why hybrids?

Hybrid vehicles use less fuel and emit less greenhouse emissions as compared to conventional
vehicles. The hybrid police cars will not only to enable the police to reduce daily fuel costs, but also
to help address increasing environmental challenges. The vehicles are widely used by Japanese
police, government entities and public transport, while also gaining popularity among the public.

Japanese security aid
In the last decade, the Government of Japan, through the Japan International Cooperation Agency
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(JICA), has provided training opportunities to around 45 Pakistani police officers in areas such as
forensic science, drug control and terrorism investigation. In addition, Japan has also previously
agreed to install scanning devices at three international airports and two international seaports in
Pakistan, all of which are currently under way.

WEB DESK: Air Chief Marshal Sohail Aman on Saturday said Pakistan’s anti-terrorism strategy is
a “role model for others” and plays a "pivotal role” in dealing with conventional threats and non-
state actors. Addressing the seventh Dubai International Air Chiefs Conference in Dubai,
Aman asserted that Pakistan’s anti-terrorism strategy is not only vital in counter-acting threats, but
also a role model for others, according to Radio Pakistan. The air force has avoided collateral
damage on many occasions in its many anti-terrorism operations, the air chief marshal said.
Earlier, the military was ranked as the 11th strongest military in the world, as per a Credit Suisse
report on globalisation. Ranked seven spots after India’s military, the report gave Pakistan a final
military strength score of 0.41. The report also revealed that Pakistan’s active personnel number
stands at 710,000 and has it more weaponry than Germany, Australia, and Canada.

WEB DESK: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Raheel Sharif said on Friday Pakistan Army was
the most battle-hardened army, claiming the overwhelming achievements in fight against terrorism
spoke volumes of the force’s professional competence. “Our overwhelming achievements in fight
against terrorism speak volumes of our professional competence, which has also been
acknowledged globally,” General Raheel said while addressing the closing ceremony of the
3rd Physical Agility and Combat Efficiency Championship held near Attock. Emphasising on the
need of physical fitness for a soldier, the COAS also lauded the performance, competitive spirit
and efforts of both trainers and trainees in achieving remarkable standards. “All teams participated
with extraordinary vigour and demonstrated highest level of motivation, agility and physical fitness,”
a statement issued by the military’s media wing, ISPR, quoted him as saying.

The army chief added it was heartening to note that soldiers of Pakistan Army were way above the
international standards laid down to judge the physical efficiency. “Physical fithess helps in
improving self-confidence and competence of a soldier,” he said. General Raheel also appreciated
the soldiers setting new records and encouraged them to participate in national and international
events. Underlining the need of focused training, the army chief said it was the heart and soul of
combat readiness, which contributed positively towards success on the battlefield. The COAS also
awarded trophies to winner and runner up teams and medals for best individual performances. He
was received by IG Training and Evaluation Lt Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa upon arrival.

KARACHI: At least three people including a child were injured when an office of counter-terrorism
department (CTD) of Sindh Police came under a cracker attack in the city’s Malir neighbourhood
on Thursday. According to police, unidentified motorcycle riders fled after hurling a home-made
bomb outside the CTD office, injuring a child among three people passing through the site in a
rickshaw and a bus. Injured were taken to a nearby hospital for the medical treatment. SSP CTD
Junaid Shaikh said his entire team remained safe in the attack and vowed not to move the office to
another locality of the metropolis. He said facilitators of same suspected terrorists were involved in
the incident, whose arrests were made public earlier today. SSP Shaikh had announced arrests of
two suspected target killers, Riaz Butt and Sharjeel in separate raids in Korangi and Baldia Town
areas earlier in the day. Riaz Butt, belonging to Uzair Baloch group of ‘Lyari gang-war’, confessed
to have killed over 30 people. Sharjeel on the other hand allegedly belonged to ‘a political party’
involved in several incidents of targeted killing.

ISLAMABAD: A total of 87 Pakistani civilians lost their lives while another 407 were injured as a
result of Indian troops firing at villages near the Line of Control (LoC) during the last five years. The
statistics were given by Minister of Foreign Affairs in written reply to a question in the Senate on
Wednesday. The ministry compiled these figures from January 2010 till October 22 this year. Most
of these casualties are believed to have happened during the past two years, since the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) government took over in India. However, the ministry only submitted a
consolidated figure without elaborating per-year data. Hundreds of incidents of crossfire at LoC
and working boundary, the border between parts of Pakistan Punjab and Indian held Kashmir,
were reported during the past few months before a recent hiatus. The minister said that the AJK
government provides compensation to the martyrs and the injured under the Ceasefire Line
Incidents Relief Act. Families of the martyrs are provided Rs. 300,000 each, permanently disabled
are given Rs. 200,000 each and other injured Rs. 100,000. Referring to the steps taken by the
government to stop the violation at LoC, the minister said that DG Rangers held a meeting with DG
Indian BSF in New Delhi in September to ensure peace along the Working Boundary. Both sides
had agreed to increase interaction for containing incidents of ceasefire violations.

Kashmir dispute

The minister stated that Pakistan extends unflinching political, moral and diplomatic support to the
just cause of the Kashmiri people for the achievement of their right to self-determination and shall
continue to do so. During the last three years, the government has taken steps for the resolution of
the dispute in accordance with UN Resolutions on Kashmir.

Foreign Office

Minister for Commerce Khurram Dastagir Khan told the Senate that the Foreign Office does not
have any designation with the name of visa counsellor in their missions. “In different missions,
different officers are designated that responsibility and their tenures vary,” he said. Senator Tahir
Hussain Mashadi asked the Foreign Office did not have a visa officer with specific duties and
qualifications for the Pakistanis sent on missions abroad. In his reply, Khurram Dastagir quoted
resource constraints, adding that funding for the post could be considered in the next budget
session.
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Law varsity

The establishment of National Law University in Islamabad was planned in 2006 and the Central
Development Working Parking (CDWP) approved a cost of Rs415 million. A total of 33 scholars
were sent abroad, who have completed their studies and returned. A curriculum of five-year LLB
degree has been developed in consultation with the Pakistan Bar Council and the Higher
Education Commission. Rented infrastructure with allied facilities and managerial staff at Karachi,
Lahore and Islamabad were equipped to initiate the activities of the university. Minister of State for
National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination Saira Afzal Tarar said that the project was
never brought to parliament and it was initiated without the approval of the charter, which is why
the CDWP seized it and currently it is lying with the Cabinet Division.

The amount will be utilized for reconstruction of schools, provision of job training, improving
farming techniques. The United States would provide thirty million dollars for rehabilitation of
displaced families in FATA. The amount will be utilized for reconstruction of schools, provision of
job training, improving farming techniques and distribution of food stipends.

The arrested people included five Afghan nationals who were residing without valid documents.
Police arrested 21 suspects during a search operation in Chamkani area of Peshawar on
Wednesday. The arrested people included five Afghan nationals who were residing without valid
documents.

KARACHI: Pakistan Navy’s major maritime exercise Seaspark 2015 has kicked off in North
Arabian Sea. “The overarching objective of this exercise is to corroborate Pakistan Navy
operational plans, assess war preparedness and enhance interoperability with PAF and Pak
Army,” said Rear Admiral Kaleem Shaukat, deputy chief Naval Staff (operations), while briefing the
media on Tuesday. According to an official statement issued by Pakistan Navy all operational units
of PN including ships, submarines, aircraft, UAVs, special forces and Pak Marines along with
elements of PMSA, PAF and Pak Army are participating in the exercise. During the exercise, full
spectrum of threats would be exercised ranging from conventional to asymmetric, cyber and
information warfare domains, it added. Besides enhancement of operational preparedness, the
statement said, the exercise will also focus on seaward defence of the coast and response against
emerging non-traditional threats emanating from sea.

The communiqué stated that being located at the confluence of worlds’ major sea routes, the
strategic location of Pakistan can be exploited to our advantage through the development of
maritime sector and a strong Navy for its effective defence, adding that Pakistan Navy's
operational and developmental plans are therefore focused to maintain a potent and well balanced
naval force to deter aggression at sea. PN, being an essential appendage to state’s foreign policy,
also strives to foster stronger Navy-to-Navy relations through regular exercises and ships visits
with regional as well as extra regional navy’s, the statement noted. Earlier, opening brief of the
exercise was also conducted in Karachi which was attended by Admiral Muhammad Zakaullah,
Chief of Naval Staff and other senior officers from PN, PAF and Pakistan Army.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior, Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan while announcing that the
Islamabad Safe City Project will be completed by November 30, said the project will become fully
functional by December. The Interior Minister undertook a visit of the command and control centre
for the Safe City Project here on Monday. On the occasion, he was briefed that as many as 1,940
CCTV cameras are being installed across Islamabad. Till now 1500 cameras have already been
put in place while more than 200 have been made operational. He was informed that most of the
thoroughfares and roads of Islamabad will be monitored with the help of these cameras. Chaudhry
Nisar said he had serious reservations over the previous government’s contract for the execution
of Safe City Project. He said he had to renegotiate with the contractor to ensure installation of
additional 400 CCTV cameras and use of better quality cameras for the project.

KARACHI: Sindh Rangers announced on Monday the next phase of Karachi operation will
apprehend terrorists suspected of involvement in attacks on personnel of law enforcement
agencies (LEA), lawyers and witnesses. The Rangers in a press release said terrorists, contract
killers and their facilitators involved in attacks on LEA personnel “especially police, lawyers and
witnesses” will be arrested in the new phase of the Karachi operation. Further, the paramilitary
force requested citizens of Karachi to inform them regarding such elements on their 1101 helpline,
through SMS, or via email at help@pakistanrangerssindh.org. The Karachi operation had been
kicked off by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on September 5, 2013, to root out crime and terrorism
from the megalopolis. In August this year, the paramilitary force for the first time officially admitted
that the operation would be stage wise.

According to a performance report released in July, the Rangers had claimed to have conducted
5,795 raids during which they had apprehended 10,353 suspects and recovered 7,312 weapons
and 34,8978 rounds of ammunition. Prominent among the raids conducted were the ones on
Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) headquarters Nine-Zero and the offices of Sindh Building
Control Authority (SBCA). The report added that a total of 826 terrorists, 334 target killers, 296
extortionists were arrested during this period. The Rangers also expanded their sphere against
kidnappers, arrested 82 abductors and securing the release of 49 people from their captivity. The
Rangers also traded fire with criminals, engaging in a total of 224 “encounters”. In these
‘encounters’, Rangers said that they had killed 364 suspected criminals and arrested 213 others.
The report further claimed that target killing in the city had dropped drastically by over 80%, with
attacks dropping to under 10 in June 2015 after having peaked at 73 in December.

ISLAMABAD: In order to ensure security of projects under $46 billion China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), Islamabad is going to apprise Beijing authorities that special security force of
10,000 personnel will be in place and become operational till December this year, The News has
learnt. The 5th Joint Coordination Committee (JCC) under CPEC between Pakistan and China is
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The News, November 2, 2015 scheduled to meet in Karachi from November 9 to 13, 2015 to review implementation on early
harvest programme (EHP), scheduled to be completed in first phase till December 2017. There are
5 major agenda items and one of them is ensuring security of CPEC projects for which Pakistan
Army has taken responsibility by placing one Major General as head of the special force to ensure
foolproof security. Partially, the security force is in place but for whole Pakistan starting from
Gwadar to Karakoram Highway (KKH), it will become operational within next couple of months.
"Pakistan is going to request in the upcoming JCC with Chinese authorities to include establishing
of transmission lines along with energy projects and it is yet to see how the Beijing is going to give
its response," the agenda of upcoming JCC available with The News disclosed on Sunday.
Islamabad will also request Beijing for inclusion of Dera Ismail Khan to Sohrab road as dual
carriageway under CPEC during the upcoming meeting which will help government resolve
controversy over construction of western route in accordance with the desires of certain political
forces belonging to KP.

In the upcoming JCC meeting, Pakistan and Chinese delegates will also visit Gwadar during which
handing over of over 2,000 acres of land will be given to Free Zone and China’s public sector
company COPHCL. Both sides will also sign Master Plan for Gwadar port and ground breaking
ceremony for construction of state-of-the-art School in the area. Both sides will also sign
framework agreement on water supply project at Gwadar and inclusion of solid waste disposal and
sanitation project at Gwadar. Pakistan and China will also evolve consensus on inclusion of LNG
terminal/transmission line project in Gwadar priority category, Gwadar coal power project, social
sector projects (vocational and hospital grant status update), making Gwadar port operational and
its update plan and Master Plan for Free Zone. On energy side, the coming JCC will deliberate on
Sahiwal power project, Port Qasim power project, Engro Thar Coal project, Hubco power project,
SK Hydro project, transmission lines (if possible), adjustment of projects in the priority category
and new projects if both sides evolve consensus on any initiative.

For transport sector, the coming JCC will deliberate upon Thakt-Havelian road, Multan-Sukkur
motorway section, Gwadar Eastbay Expressway, New Gwadar International Airport, finalisation of
Monographic Study on Transport Planning, consensus on CPEC long term plan, minutes of
Transport Infrastructure JWG meeting - 13 Aug 2015 and new projects including Basima-Gwadar
and dualisation of road DI Khan to Surab. Both sides will discuss long term plan under CPEC in
details during the upcoming JCC meeting. Federal Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan
Igbal told on Sunday, that special security force in consultation with Ministry of Interior would be in
place till coming December/January in order to ensure security of CPEC projects. He said that
Chinese had agreed to increase power generation from Thar Coal and other projects. "We will
ensure checklist to ensure completion of Early Harvest Projects under energy and infrastructure
projects till December 2017," he added. He said the dualisation of DI Khan to Surab road was part
of next agenda of JCC between the two countries that demonstrated sincerity of the incumbent
regime to complete western route on priority basis.

VY ELRTECRIR (NI [}l ISLAMABAD: Claims are reverberating within Pakistan about accelerated efforts in recent months
Islamic State before his by the Islamic State (IS), also known as Da’ish, to gain a foothold in the country. Authorities have
death, says official even arrested some local militants believed to be linked with the Middle Eastern extremist group.
The Ex,t,)ress Tribune. November 2 But the biggest and perhaps more potent threat from IS was yet to come until security agencies in
2015 ’ ¢ July this year discovered that Malik Ishaq, the co-founder of the Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) sectarian

extremist group, was all set to formally join Da’ish just days before he was killed in a police
encounter in southern Punjab. Ishaqg, accused of being behind sectarian killings and attacks, was
killed along with 13 others including his two sons on July 29 in a firefight when his loyalists
attacked a police convoy in Muzaffargarh. There were reports that the LedJ chief was in contact with
Da’ish but the extent of his involvement with the ultra-extremist group has never been told before.
A security official with the knowledge of the development told The Express Tribune that Ishaq
was to become the chief of IS in Pakistan. “Some material such as flags and pamphlets showing
allegiance to Da’ish was confiscated from them [LeJ supporters],” said the official, who requested
not to be identified because of the sensitivity of the issue.

The potential threat posed by IS through local extremist outfits such as the LeJ then prompted the
federal government to ban the group in Pakistan. The move was aimed at giving a legal arm to the
police and security agencies to act swiftly against any individual or group that may attempt to join
hands with Da’ish. “The killing of Ishaq was no less than a coup against the possible emergence of
Da’ish in the country,” remarked another official. Ishag was known to have developed close links
with al Qaeda and was accused of some of the deadliest attacks in Pakistan, such as the 2009
assault on the Sri Lankan team in Lahore. But the official said with the significant downgrading of
al Qaeda in Pakistan coupled with stringent new anti-terror measures, the LeJ was struggling to
find financial resources. “That was the main reason the LeJ was trying to join Da’ish,” he said.
Officially, Pakistan is still adamant that IS does not pose an immediate threat to Pakistan. At his
recent weekly briefing, Foreign Office spokesperson Qazi Khalilullah said Pakistan was cognisant
of the threat posed by Da’ish and had alerted security agencies accordingly, but made it clear that
the group had no footprint in Pakistan.

Pakistan moving away WEB DESK: The United States has said Pakistan under Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's leadership
from terrorism under is moving away from terrorism owing to effective operations against terror outfits in the
Nawaz: US country, Radio Pakistanreported. Acknowledging the efforts of the incumbent government, US
5 Senator Tim Kaine said the directional change came after a new democratic set up came into
being following the 2013 general elections. Kaine, a member of two powerful Senate committees
on foreign relations and armed services, told media in Washington that Pakistan is sincerely taking
action against terror outfits in North Waziristan and other parts of the country, adding that extremist
organisations are now facing tough pressure from the government. During the premier’s recent
visit to US, President Barack Obama appreciated Pakistan’s on-going efforts to degrade and
ultimately defeat al Qaeda and its affiliates, noting that it had disrupted terror plots against the US
homeland. According to a joint statement of the meeting, Obama, while acknowledging the

The Express Tribune, November 2,
2015
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sacrifices rendered by Pakistani security forces in the region, noted how it had degraded the ability
of militants to plan and execute terror attacks — especially against Americans.

Earlier on October 22, US Vice President Joe Biden also appreciated the government’s role in war
against terrorism, vowing US cooperation until objectives were achieved. Pakistan has been
battling a homegrown Islamist insurgency for over a decade following the late 2001 US-led
invasion of Afghanistan. Militants used to control all of North Waziristan, a mountainous region that
includes the Shawal Valley and runs along the Afghan border but Pakistan Army has recaptured
most of it in the operation launched last June. Pakistan had launched a military operation in its
militants infested tribal areas along the borders with Afghanistan in June last year, code-named
Operation Zarb-e-Azb.
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NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

Dengue fever outbreak RAWALPINDI: The dengue fever outbreak that hit population in this region of the country most
starts losing intensity severely this year as compared to the spikes in last 10 years has started losing its intensity though
The News International, November BRURNSINGZ LY confirmed cases of the infection are being reported here at the three teaching
8, 2015 : hospitals in town.Data collected by ‘The News’ on Saturday reveals that as many as 383 more
patients have been tested positive for the infection in last one week taking the total number of
positive cases so far registered with the allied hospitals to 3,506 while this week, the infection
claimed another two lives. During the recent spike, the dengue fever has so far claimed 10 lives in
all at the allied hospitals of which four died of the infection were residents of other
districts.According to details, Holy Family Hospital tested a total of 1,441 patients positive for
dengue fever while as many as 1,603 patients have been confirmed positive for the infection at
Benazir Bhutto Hospital and 462 at District Headquarters Hospital. The infection claimed nine lives
at HFH and one at BBH so far.

In last 24 hours, as many as 20 patients were tested positive at BBH, 23 at HFH and one at DHQ
Hospital. On Saturday, a total of 204 patients including confirmed and suspected ones were
undergoing treatment at BBH, HFH and DHQ Hospital while another 16 patients were undergoing
treatment relatively in critical condition at High Dependency Units of the allied hospitals.lt is
important that the recent outbreak of dengue fever can be termed as the most intense in nature as
so far at the alied hospitals, a total of 1,237 patients have been diagnosed with dengue
hemorrhagic fever while 67 patients with dengue shock syndrome, the rare forms of dengue fever.
The cases of DHF are differentiated from dengue fever on the basis of history of bleeding from gum
or skin while the mortality rate of DSS is much higher as compared to dengue fever.On Saturday,
as many as two patients of dengue shock syndrome and four patients of dengue hemorrhagic fever
were undergoing treatment at HFH while four patients with DHF were admitted to BBH and three
were undergoing treatment at DHQ Hospital.lt is important that during the recent dengue fever
outbreak, the allied hospitals have received well over 38,000 patients at their dengue fever
outpatient departments while over 5,300 were admitted to the hospitals for treatment of which 5,083
have been discharged after treatment till Saturday morning.

Data collected by ‘The News’ also reveals that in last eight years, from 2007 to 2014, a total of
nearly 3,800 patients were tested positive at the three teaching hospitals in town while this year
alone, the number of confirmed patients has crossed the figure of 3,500.In last 24 hours, the allied
hospitals have admitted 69 patients and it shows that the influx is still very high though it is showing
downward trend. Till the last week of October this year, the allied hospitals were receiving 70 to 100
confirmed patients of the infection daily on average while at present, 40 to 50 confirmed patients
are being registered with the three teaching hospitals.It is alarming that the HFH is receiving serious
patients from other tehsils of Rawalpindi including Taxila, Gujar Khan and Kahuta, however, they
are being managed well, said HFH Chief Dr. Raja Shafiq Sarwar while talking to ‘The News’ on
Saturday.He, like many other health experts, said that to avert the dengue fever spike in future,
there is a dire need of creating awareness among public on the subject of preventive measures.
Also effective fumigation drives and awareness campaigns will have to be conducted if we want to
eliminate aedes aegypti, mosquito that causes dengue fever, he said.lt is worth mentioning here
that Sri Lanka was able to reduce the number of Dengue fever cases in just one year — from 15,365
in 2004 to 3000 in 2005 — mainly by running effective awareness campaigns. Health experts have
repeatedly expressed to ‘The News’ that the concerned authorities in Pakistan will also have to
follow the same suit instead of holding meetings on meetings if they want to curb annual outbreaks
which are likely to gather strength over time.

Dengue in the air Slowly but surely, another dengue outbreak has begun to grip the country. With over 3,000 cases
VNN VN A I (e I N =1 o=/ reported from Karachi alone and over 2,000 from Rawalpindi, the lack of attention that the slow
8, 2015 onset of the disease-carrying mosquitoes is a reason for alarm. Cases have also been reported
across Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa as at least eight people are reported to have died due to
the disease around the country. Unlike earlier years when the government was proactively
attempting to control the disease, it seems the government has decided this time that it can do
nothing to stop the disease. By September, over 1,000 people had been diagnosed with the
disease, but little to no action was observed on the part of various government agencies. Not even
the ineffective method of spraying anti-mosquito spray in large quantities was witnessed. Some
recent reports suggest that the outbreak may be controlled by falling temperatures and the onset of
winter. And doctors in Rawalpindi have reported that the cases of dengue each day have reduced
from 80 to 60. The credit for this reduction cannot be given to any government efforts, though.It
seems that the government is happy to keep the current epidemic on the back pages. The case of
the Sindh government is a striking one. Despite the thousands of cases in Karachi, the Sindh
government has only deputed one individual to oversee the fight against the deadly disease. Last
year, despite the fact that Rs41 million was allocated to the Dengue Prevention and Control
Programme in Sindh, not a single rupee was spent as 1,700 people were infected with the disease
in the province. The lack of effort is shocking. Pakistan, like many other countries, has yet to
develop a method of completely eradicating the disease. However, the fact that it is not even doing
what is in its control shows criminal negligence on the part of the state. The trouble is that most
experts believe that the time to take action is long gone. Precautionary measures need to be taken
in April and May to kill dengue-carrying mosquitoes from hatching. The outbreak is now expected to
subside in the month of November with the cold weather setting in. One thing is for sure: our
leaders prefer to make headlines by playing heroes in a crisis than doing the unrewarding work that
ensures that a crisis does not take place.
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ISLAMABAD: Japanese Ambassador Hiroshi Inomata handed over hybrid vehicles to the Interior
Ministry on Friday. A Japanese company using more efficient cutting-edge technology
manufactured these hybrid vehicles. The Japanese government will provide in total 123 vehicles to
the Interior Ministry and National Highways and Motorway Police (NH&MP). Total cost for the
provision of the vehicles is around 500 million Japanese Yen equivalent of Rs. 435 million. This is
part of the assistance from the Japanese government to Pakistan in the form of Japan’s Non-
Project Grant Aid (NPGA) to promote socio-economic development efforts in developing countries.
The handing-over ceremony, which was attended by Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan, was
held at the Islamabad Traffic Police Headquarters. Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador Inomata
said, “Security enhancement is indispensable for successful socio-economic development in
Pakistan and the government of Japan remains committed to improve capabilities of law
enforcement agencies in Pakistan.” The Japanese government, through Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA), has provided training to around 45 Pakistani police officers for the last
ten years in areas such as forensic science, drug control and terrorism investigation. In addition,
Japan also agreed to install scanning devices for the purpose of security at three international
airports. From the environmental point of view, hybrid vehicles use less fuel and emit less
greenhouse effect gases than conventional cars. The latest hybrid vehicles from Japan are
expected not only to enable the Pakistani police to reduce fuel costs for their daily operations, but
also to help the government of Pakistan to address environmental challenges. The Japanese
government had committed in November 2013, that it would provide 1.6 trillion Yen (approximately
$ 16 billion) for public and private finance over a period of three years from 2013 to 2015 to
developing countries included Pakistan, to counter climate change. Environment-friendly vehicles
are widely used in Japan by the police, other government entities and public transport as well as the
general public. Ambassador Inomata expressed his wish, “This NPGA will provide good opportunity
for Pakistani people to realise positive environmental effect brought about by hybrid vehicles.” He
hoped that the provision of this NPGA will contribute to strengthen the bond of friendship between
Japan and Pakistan.Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan reiterated government’'s sincere
gratitude for Japan’s continuous commitment to socio-economic development in Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on Friday sought written reply from the Sabzi Mandi
Market Committee administrator in a plea challenging imposition of double licence fee. The fee is
being charged by two different authorities from the traders of the Fruit and Vegetable Market
located in Sector 111/4. A single bench of the IHC comprising Justice Shaukat Aziz Siddiqui
resumed hearing of the case, in which Interior Ministry secretary, deputy secretary, Capital
Development Authority (CDA), Islamabad chief commissioner and deputy commissioner and the
administrator of the market committee were the respondents. During the course of proceedings, the
administrator of the market committee appeared on behalf of the Islamabad administration and tried
to explain the matter before the bench. The bench directed him to submit a written reply until
November 13. Earlier, the petitioners through their counsels, Abdul Shakoor Paracha and Haseeb
Shakoor Paracha had stated that the demand of obtaining licence and levy of fee on the
shopkeepers and the traders by the respondents was unwarranted and illegal and is liable to be set
aside. On the one hand, the CDA under the CDA Ordinance has the right to set up a public market
and to charge fee for the issuance of licence in the territory controlled by the CDA, the counsel
maintained. The Fruit and Vegetable Market was established by the CDA in 1980 and petitioners
and other were paying the taxes and the entry fee under laws of the CDA, he added. But, on the
other hand, the Interior Ministry had issued a notification under the ICT Agriculture Produce Market
(APM) Ordinance 2002, authorising market committee to set up market and charge fee for the
licence, they added. Both the laws empower two different authorities to set up and administer
markets and to charge fee for issue of licences for carrying on business therein, Paracha said. He
said that power granted to two different authorities under two different laws are overlapping and
hence the respondents’ actions were unwarranted and liable to be struck down.

KARACHI: To shed light on how Pakistani society has changed and new areas of study that have
emerged in the past few years, economist and social scientist Dr Akbar Zaidi shared his
experiences at a special lecture series on ‘Social Science in Pakistan’ at the Alliance Frangaise on
Thursday. In the last 15 years, the overall situation has changed drastically, said Dr Zaidi. Some 15
year ago, economics used to dominate the social sciences sector, he said.

The Education Experiment: Today, however, there is a boom in social science subjects, for which
many new universities have emerged. The saddest part of the education sector in Pakistan is that if
a teacher has completed a specific number of years of service, he becomes eligible for the post of
head of the department, but abroad you do not get promotions until you have published some
research papers, he said. The main change in social science subjects was witnessed after the
formation of the Higher Education Commission, according to him. “There was a reform in the
education sector and many in-house employees were sent abroad for their doctorate degrees,
which has been profitable for research studies and change,” he explained. The second reason he
gave for the change was the growth of private universities in Pakistan. “Many new universities are
offering exceptional courses of social science, which increases the percentage of students opting
[for these subjects, compared to] medical and engineering degrees,” he added. Dr Zaidi also said
that the generation that had settled abroad is now returning to the country with their children. “Many
scholars and researchers who had joined the World Bank, International Monetary Fund and other
such organisations have retired and are now coming back to Pakistan,” he pointed out, adding that
they are setting up their own institutions and promoting subjects like sociology, anthropology and
history. “They are opening institutions mainly focusing on research and studies conducted by
students,” Zaidi said. Rajwana mulling formation of think tank on higher education

Emergence of LUMS: Another reason for the change, according to Dr Zaidi, was the establishment
of the Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS) in 1984. “LUMS brought in the finest
social scientists and has produced a large number of new social scientists,” he said, explaining that
these students often went abroad for their Masters and came back to promote social sciences and
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its scope in the country. After the formation of LUMS, Fullbright scholarships have given exposure
to students belonging to the middle class to study subjects that are not offered in Pakistan, he
claimed. “Scholarships have spread awareness regarding subjects other than economics,” said the
economist, explaining how, before such opportunities, students only opted for economics. Despite
all these reasons for the change, there are still some issues in the field of social sciences. “Working
for NGOs and donors and doing research for them is not social science,” he shared. Giving
examples of poverty in Pakistan, taxation issues and security, Dr Zaidi said that due to the donor-
driven agendas, there are many topics on which research has been done extensively, which are not
even needed.LUMS professor gains internet stardom following hilarious note for studentsThe
evolution of social media has changed the domain of research and publication, according to Dr
Zaidi. Where there were once discussions and debates on research, there is now only 140
characters to express your views, he said, citing an example of Twitter. He also questioned how the
number of shares and re-tweets can define the quality of a publication. “Due to such practices the
work is left far behind and only numbers are there to count,” he concluded.

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) Chairman Maroof Afzal Thursday directed the
authorities concerned to complete Zero Point to Faizabad expansion project by November 30. The
chairman visited the first phase site of Islamabad Highway expansion project and reviewed the
progress. Senior officers of Engineering Wing were also present. The chairman was briefed about
the development work on the project. Maroof Afzal was also apprised that the addition of new lane
on both sides of Islamabad Highway from Zero Point and Faizabad (1st Phase) includes the
construction of interchange at I8 junction. Work on construction of Interchange at 18 junction is in full
swing, which would be completed within the stipulated time. Alternative routes have been
demarcated for the traffic to facilitate the mammoth traffic flow on Islamabad Highway. The CDA
chairman expressed satisfaction over the ongoing construction work on Islamabad Highway. He
also directed for improvement of alternative ways for traffic. He said that Islamabad Highway is one
of the major artery for access to the capital with ever-growing traffic, adding its expansion was the
dire need of the hour for easing the amassed traffic flow. He said that the expansion project would
be completed in stipulated time on priority to facilitate the commuters. He directed the authorities
concerned for completion of drainage system and retaining wall along with the newly constructed
lane.

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan would inaugurate one window operation of
Islamabad Traffic Police (ITP) office today (Friday). The one window operation that would ease the
process for licence seekers would be operational after its formal inauguration. The new system
would enable citizens to deposit bank fee, National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA)
verification, data entry and medical certification services on the same counter to get driving
licences. The improved facility would have total 12 counters, amongst two specified for medical
tests. The biometrics system would help licence forms get filled up within few seconds. Further two
counters have also been specified to facilitate women and senior citizens. ITP office was dealing
about 400 driving licence application daily and the new one window operation would help in ending
long queues, besides swiftly processing applicants.

ISLAMABAD: British High Commissioner to Pakistan Philip Barton on Thursday hosted a
storytelling session for school children of the capital to promote reading culture among young
people of the country. The event, held at the British High Commission, showcased some of the high
quality British books available to parents and teachers in Pakistan. The book reading session was
organised by Paramount Publishing Enterprise, which exclusively distributes books from Ladybird
UK. On the occasion, the British high commissioner also read the story ‘The Enormous Turnip’ to
the children. Addressing the event, the high commissioner said, “Storytelling and reading to children
is a really important way of connecting with your children and helping them to learn to read and
write. It can also open up young minds to a world of creativity, imagination and understanding.” He
said he remembered fondly reading to his children some of the books available from Ladybird, so it
was great news for both young people and their parents in Pakistan that some of the best children’s
books from the UK were available there. Philip Barton said the UK government was also investing
heavily in the children of Pakistan and their education through the work of the British Council and
the UK’s Department for International Development (DFID). “More than six million primary school
children have benefited from the DFID’s support in Pakistan since 2011. We have also established
an innovative programme, the PEELI support programme that, by 2017, will have trained 300,000
primary teachers of English in Punjab,” he remarked. He hoped that the book reading event would
encourage young boys and girls to read and to discover the riches books and reading brings.

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has announced over 10 hour poll timing
for local bodies (LB) elections in the capital scheduled for on November 30. According to the
Election Commission of Pakistan, polling will start from 7am and will continue until 7:30pm without
any break. The ECP said that the decision to enhance the timing has been taken to facilitate more
and more voters and to achieve maximum turnout.Meanwhile, the Supreme Court has barred the
local administration for carrying out delimitation of four union councils (UCs) in Rawalpindi. Earlier,
the High Court had ordered for delimitation of four UCs. A three-member Supreme Court bench
headed by Mian Saqib Nisar while accepting the ECP plea remarked that carrying out delimitation
was the job of the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) rather than that of the local
administration. The court was told that the Lahore High Court has assigned the task of conducting
delimitation of UCs to the local administration while such powers rest only with the ECP. The ECP
was already carrying out the delimitation before the High Court ordered to halt it, the apex court was
told. The court while disposing of the ECP petition remarked the powers for conducting delimitation
rest with the poll body only. The Supreme Court also sent the petition to the LHC to decide the
matter as soon as possible after hearing objections of parties concerned and the matter should be
disposed of till third week of November. The court also directed High Court registrar to write a letter
to the chief justice for constitution of special bench to hear this case.
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ISLAMABAD: The residents of the capital have demanded Capital Development Authority (CDA)
for early repair of Sohan-Koral Eastern Service Road linking Allama Igbal Town, Khunna, Ghouri
Town and Koral localities. Residents have also demanded the CDAto demolish ever increasing
encroachments on either side of the road. Abdul Hannan, a government servant said that most of
the milkmen have occupied the road sides illegally to keep their buffaloes there, adding that
mushroom growth of marriage halls on roadside was another hindrance to smooth flow of traffic.
Malik Musawar, a motorist suggested that the service road should be widened and some
underpasses be built to accommodate the increasing number of private and public service vehicles.
“The drivers have to move zig zag on the worn out road that endangers themselves, travelers and
pedestrians,” Musawwar added. He said children, women and patients were the worst sufferers on
this damaged road. Mushtaq Ahmed, an engineer, said the road was originally built to run light
traffic with a speed up to 50 km per hour, but ever since heavy traffic including fully loaded trucks
and tractors were allowed to ply on this road, worsening the situation.

Craters have rapidly emerged and the traffic now moves at a snail pace causing unnecessary
delays, he observed. According to a traffic police official, some 10,000 to 15,000 vehicles daily use
Eastern Road, which also links various divided parts of the capital. Many accidents have already
occurred due to extremely poor condition of the road, he added. CDA should launch repair work
immediately by filling the potholes and instill road signs, which are missing all over the road, Misbah
bibi, a woman driver pointed out. The CDA had done some patchwork to fill the craters, but after
recent rains they seem to have washed away, she added. Syed Kashif Ali, a university student of
the area said that construction of a bridge at Sohan Highway Signal is also need of the hour as
huge traffic gridlocks are witnessed daily during morning and evening rush hours. A senior official of
the Engineering Wing of the civic body said that Eastern Service Road from Sohan to Koral would
automatically be repaired as a part of Islamabad Highway expansion plan.He said that under the
Islamabad Highway expansion project, the 24 km-long highway from Zero Point to Rawat will be
expanded to five lanes. It involves building six interchanges-full cloverleaf interchanges at 18,
Khanna and Koral Chowk, a partial cloverleaf interchange and an intersection at G T Road and
another intersection at Sohan as well as upgrading of the existing Faizabad Interchange. “The
existing Faizabad Interchange will be completely rehabilitated and additional loops and ramps will
be added to it,” he added.

LAHORE - The Punjab Education Foundation managing director has been appointed in violation of
rules and regulations, The Nation has learnt. The Punjab chief secretary has appointed Ali Jan
Khan as Punjab Education Foundation Managing Director following the orders of Punjab governor.
Sources said the authorities concerned have violated the Section (6) of Punjab Education
Foundation Act 2004 while making the appointment of Ali Jan Khan. They said newly appointed MD
PEF is drawing Rs500,000 salary per month and enjoying perks and privileges. Section 6 (1) of the
Punjab Education Foundation Act, 2004 reads: “The Board shall appoint a Managing Director who
shall be the Chief Executive of the Foundation.” The sources say Punjab chief secretary issued the
notification No S1.2.2/2015 (B) on October 27 and appointed Ali Jan Khan as managing director of
the foundation on a deputation basis. Previously, Dr Aneela Salman was appointed as MD and later
was transferred by the same notification when she went on leave. They said that the government
had also violated the law while making her appointment on the said post. Since the establishment
of the foundation in 2004, the government did not appoint a single professional for the post, they
said. When contacted, Punjab Education Foundation Chairman Khwaja Qamarul Islam confirmed
that the government made the appointment and the Board of Directors recommendations were as
not ‘mandatory’. “The government notifies the post and then the board confirmed it. Salam said,
adding that Aneela Salman was also appointed by the government. On March 27, the LHC
restrained him and others board members from working with the PEF. He said he has been
continuing with his job since he was simply barred from working as the member and there was no
restraining order.

ISLAMABAD: A memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed between Roots Millennium
Schools and the British Council for launching of pilot phase of ‘Citizenship in Schools Program’,
here at the RCI Flagship Millennium Campus. Addressing the students at the ceremony, RMS Chief
Executive Chaudhry Faisal Mushtag told the delegation from the British Council that his
organisation was committed to meet the requirements of a diverse range of students by providing
them with challenging academic programs underpinned by innovative research facilities,
scholarships and professional practice facilities. He said that RMS is promoting the schooling
beyond education by influencing a social change for community re-engineering. The pilot phase of
this ‘Citizenship in Schools Program’ will complete in nine months and will engage the A-Level
students. The program consists of 64 hours: 32 hours of module delivery to be completed in 16
weeks and remaining 32 hours will be utilised for social action projects. The British Council will
provide technical support and facilitation by organizing training of facilitators, who in turn will
implement the programme.

ISLAMABAD: The runway of Benazir Bhutto International Airport Islamabad will be closed until
November 10 as part of routine maintenance work. Except for Monday, the runway will be closed
daily from 1pm to 6pm. Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority (PCAA) has issued a NOTAM to all the
airlines regarding closure of runway at the Islamabad airport. Airlines have made requested to
adjustment their flights schedule accordingly. Passengers may confirm their flight timing from their
respective airlines before coming to the airport. Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority is at the forefront in
providing timely information and best airport services to the passengers.

RAWALPINDI: City Traffic Police (CTP) have installed speed cameras to check movement of over-
speeding vehicles. Chief Traffic Officer CTO Shoaib Khurrum Janbaz said that traffic police is
making all out efforts and taking steps to ensure safe driving on roads. He said the cameras have
been set up to check increasing number of speed violations, so that accidents could be avoided on
roads. He said that vehicles are being checked through speed cameras adding the facility would be
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extended to other tehsils. He urged motorists not to indulge in rash driving as the department is fully
determined to stop dangerous and reckless driving. He directed the wardens to take strict action
against the violators and impound the vehicles in police stations, besides imposing fine on them.
Meanwhile, Rawalpindi Excise and Taxation Department has launched a sticker system for
collection of token taxes from vehicles in Rawalpindi.

ISLAMABAD: Allottees of Bahra Kahu Housing Scheme under the Federal Government
Employees Housing Foundation (GHF) have strongly protested the delay in issuance of letters
despite a lapse of 10 months. The allottees said that the FGEHF had issued letters to 1,800
members to seek their consent 10 months ago and they made the down payment. However,
allotment letters have not been issued to them so far. The members of the housing scheme have
demanded for immediate issuance of provisional allotment letters.

Meanwhile, Capital Development Authority (CDA) has decided to plant 0.1 million trees instead of
saplings in Margalla Hills National Park. A CDA source said that 12-feet long trees will be
purchased from private sector and the project will be completed at a cost of Rs 145 million within
two years. According to the source, the CDA Departmental Development Committee has approved
PC-1 of the project after the Ministry of Climate Change had asked the civic agency in writing to
plant trees in vacant spaces of park. The Environment Commission has also drawn the attention of
the CDA towards the issue.

The Auditor General has detected corruption and financial irregularities amounting to Rs 5.28 billion
at the Punjab Education Department and directed the authorities concerned to take punitive action
against the responsible officers. This comes as no surprise considering the sad state of public
education in the region. According to the audit report of 2014 there have been massive financial
irregularity in the Education Ministry of Punjab. Purchased items worth Rs363 million have been
wasted at the Lahore Engineering University while nine educational institutions have made bad
investments of Rs 3.78 billion at different levels. Moreover, nine government colleges have wasted
Rs 269 billion in the name of maintenance of buildings and other repair work. The report further
says that various colleges have made transaction of Rs212 million in bank accounts of their own
choice while different colleges have spent Rs117 million on the purchase of unnecessary items.
“Purchase(s) of Rs27 million was made without the permission of purchasing committee while Rs20
million were distributed among undeserving people in the name of cash award,” the document read.
Moreover, Rs7 million have been wasted in the name of scholarship and various colleges have
given Rs100 million to employees in advance, while students have not been given Rs20 million in
allocated scholarships. Such vast sums of money were simply wasted or pocketed and there was
no accountability of where it was going. The Secretary of the Provincial Higher Education
Commission expressed complete ignorance about this mega-corruption fiasco. Under his nose the
Education Department has become the most lucrative departments in the government, having one
of the highest numbers of employees, teachers and the greatest neglect in transparency. Recently,
a new summary of Rs4 billion has been prepared to seek funds to “overhaul the dormant system”,
in rural and urban schools of Islamabad. But there really isn’'t any point considering past
performance. Big budgets are spent each year on the construction of schools staffed with ghost
teachers, and upon the salaries of such ghost teachers. Hiring, transfers and postings at
voluminous levels bring windfalls for those at the helm of this department. The government officials
themselves are one of the sources and causes of this parasitic and dysfunctional system. The top
echelons in the education branch barely spare time to fix the faults, except for directors, deputy
directors and the director-general ferrying between to sort out bundle of official files that are only
related to promotions, perks and privileges.

ISLAMABAD: Higher Education Commission (HEC) Chairman Dr Mukhtar Ahmad on Wednesday
said about 50 development projects costing Rs 75 billion had been initiated by the present
government to give a real boost to higher education. These projects would focus on scholarships,
new universities, up gradation of old universities and for research work. He said the target would be
achieved within four years. The development projects would provide educational opportunities to
the students within the country and those acquiring higher education abroad adding that this grant
will surely help a lot to promote female education in Pakistan, he maintained. Referring to the recent
$70 million grant announced by US president's wife Michelle Obama for promotion of girls'
education in Pakistan, he said it would prove to be a step forward in empowering girls and also help
them play an important role in the country's progress. The grant was announced at a ceremony held
at White House, during the recent visit of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to Washington. The
chairman said that major natural disasters like earthquake, flood and terrorism in Pakistan had
affected the running projects of HEC in the past. He said that after coming into power in 2013, the
PML-(N) government focused on promotion of education, as a result the role of HEC was
increased. Dr Mukhtar said the HEC was working in collaboration with Fulbright and USAID aimed
at providing scholarships to Pakistani bright students. On the directive of the PM, the scholarships
were being offered to the top position holders of Pakistan educational institutions purely on merit. A
project of the HEC, he said was underway through which Pakistan and the US would jointly
facilitate Pakistani students in getting quality higher education. "Pakistan will share 33 percent funds
for this project,” he remarked. He said the Phd students who had completed their degrees in foreign
universities through HEC scholarships were now working in the country in different sectors. "We are
facilitating these highly educated degree holders so that we can utilise their experience and
expertise for opening of new industries and development projects in the country,"

Dr Mukhtar added.Ministry of Planning and Reforms has given special directives that those highly
qualified persons who had learnt modern technologies in the foreign countries, the HEC should
utilise their expertise to establish new industries in Pakistan, he maintained. The HEC, he said has
started many educational projects in the less developed areas of Sindh, Balochistan, FATA and
AJK. The HEC, he said was funding the new universities on priority to enhance their progress and
quality of education for prosperity of the country. The commission was investing about 50 percent
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on scholarships aimed at providing the world's best educational environment to the bright and
talented students, he said adding that these scholarships have been increased with the passage of
time and the HEC often stops its other projects to facilitate its students and do not compromise on
the scholarships. Replying to a question, he said, "Many universities of the world were satisfied of
our higher educational system and now they are offering us scholarships." Dr Mukhtar highlighting
the problems being faced by the country's education system said, there were two major problems in
the higher education of Pakistan-quality of education and good governance at the educational
institutions. Unluckily, he said, "We have made education as business rather than paying attention
to the quality of education. The HEC is trying its best to address this problem," he asserted. The
HEC is forming a team based on the professionals which will visit different universities of the
country to check their quality and system of education, he informed. Those universities, which did
not cooperate with the HEC, would be shut down with the orders of government. The HEC would
not compromise on the quality of education, he concluded.

IESCO has launched a full-fledged crackdown against the power thieves in order to stop electricity
thefts. A total of 57 power thieves were handcuffed in five circles of IESCO during the month of
October who were involved in meter tempering and direct electricity theft from main lines.According
to details the department has filed FIRs against these thieves at respective Police stations. The
electricity thieves were caught from the different localities in order to bring an end to the menace as
well as overcome the line losses.A senior official said we are taking action without any
discrimination and no leniency would be shown to any involved in power theft. Common people on
the on the other hand say that no action has ever been taken against the big fish who are causing
losses of tens of thousands of rupees yearly and only poor people are made the scrape goats. They
said most of the electricity is stolen by industrialists, shopkeepers, hotels, cinemas, petrol pumps
and CNG pumps, while checking teams focus the residential areas and common people.On the
other hand, IESCO has appealed to the resident to cooperate with it in anti theft campaign to bring
an end to energy thefts. People can inform about power thefts at toll free number 0800-25250.

RAWALPINDI: Non-payment of salary to over 650 sanitary patrols (SPs) appointed in anti-dengue
campaign since last three months has caused utter embarrassment among them. As per directives
of the Punjab government, male and female sanitary patrols were appointed in Rawalpindi for
creating awareness among the people for eradication of dengue, measles, polio and other
epidemics. Dozens among them resigned from their jobs due to excessive work and other
problems. More than 650 sanitary patrols are still performing their duties, but they are not being
paid salary since last three months. "We have our families and school going children and now the
schools management have issued final notices to our children for their expulsion due to non-
payment of outstanding fees. Even local shopkeeper s have refused to provide us rations due to
non-clearance of outstanding dues, "lamented a group of SPs. "If the salary is not paid to us
immediately, we and our families will be left with no option except to die in starvation," they added.
District Health Department has said that delay in payment of salaries has been caused due to bank
accounts problem. The salaries and outstanding dues will be paid to them in next few days, they
assured. Meanwhile, District management Islamabad has decided to launch grand operation
against illegal bus terminals in the capital. The operation will be started with the cooperation of
police against all the bus stands , operating anywhere in the capital. This operation will continue for
three days starting from November 4. Sources said that the District administration has evolved
comprehensive strategy to conduct the operation successfully.

ISLAMABAD: National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF) signed a joint work plan on Tuesday to promote a child centred disaster risk
reduction approach in Pakistan. According to a statement by United Nations (UN), Pakistan has
faced a number of challenges, especially the recurrent disasters from natural hazards and human-
induced crises. These disasters have devastating consequences on children and women. For
women and children are the most vulnerable in the face of emergencies and have limited capacity
in coping with disasters. "The UN stated that the NDMA through the development of the 'National
Policy Guidelines on Vulnerable Groups in Disasters' and the 'National Gender and Child Cell
(GCC) Framework' has taken up concrete steps to ensure that the voices of women and children
are included in decision-making process and policy formulation at all levels of disaster
management,” it said. In line with the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
Framework on Child-Centred Disaster Risk Reduction (CCDRR) which was endorsed by the
member states in September this year, NDMA, UNICEF partnership aims at enhancing NDMA's
capacity and delivery of services to minimise risks for children and ensure their well-being and
protection in disaster preparedness, response and recovery. The work plan focuses on the following
areas of promotion of child-centred disaster risk reduction through child-inclusive risk assessment,
implementation of a Comprehensive School Safety programme and encouraging children's
participation through advocacy and communication. NDMA-UNICEF partnership is envisioned for a
period of one year in its initial phase with a visualised extension in subsequent years. During the
initial phase, the UNICEF will support the development of the terms of reference for technical
expertise required to assist the NDMA in implementing joint activities, drafting and provision of
technical inputs for training designs, content development and development of guidelines and
standard operating procedures (SOPs) to promote and support CCDRR, especially in the 39 high-
risk districts in Pakistan, it added.

ISLAMABAD: A two-day 'Population Summit 2015 is going to start tomorrow (Thursday) to discuss
the issue of population and chalking out a comprehensive policy with consultation of all
stakeholders. All political parties, religious leaders, provincial and federal leadership and civil
society representatives have been invited to develop consensus for need to deal with high fertility
and unbridled population growth and its harmful impact on individual health and societal well-being.
Apart from focusing on the political leadership, the summit will also bring forward the religious
leadership's final endorsement to address the issue of population growth. The summit will also be
an occasion to articulate a multiparty consensus on the issue; an opportunity to re-pledge for
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FP2020 goals at the national level and arrive at a National Consensus Statement on Population and
Development. The event will be attended by about 500 delegates from across Pakistan and about
25 to 30 international participants. It will also provide an opportunity to reaffirm the national and
provincial pledges. The government also intend to announce a change in the narrative used for
explaining the population issue confronting Pakistan. The country has now new opportunities and
available realities to highlight and incorporate population issues into the Vision 2025.

There is a chance to utilise the newly-evolving Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), which have
been signed by the prime minister in September, and to bring about alignment with population,
health and growth strategies in the provinces. The National Health Ministry has been following a
process to ensure ownership of these goals at the provincial levels. All the provinces are also in the
process of developing their own provincial population policies. In 2012, Pakistan attended the
London Summit on Family Planning and made a commitment to raise its contraceptive prevalence
rate and lower the unmet need for family planning. The new CPR goals for 2020 are 55 percent in
Punjab, 45 in Sindh, 42 in KP, and 32 percent in Balochistan. These new goals have now set the
stage for accelerated family planning programming in all the provinces and are being integrated into
both the provincial health and population welfare programmes. The top leadership of the country as
well the political and religious leaders would come to make up lost time and to reassure the
commitment to tackle an important national and provincial issue with a strong consensus. The most
influential mediums that can help change the narrative is the religious leaders as mostly Muslim
countries obtained religious support right at the start of their respective family planning programmes
that helped in sustaining political commitment. The government is now emphasising the new
paradigm of ensuring the health and well-being of mothers, children and families and focusing
healthy individuals as drivers of economic growth, development and prosperity.

CDA approves Park ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) Board has accorded approval to Park Enclave
ST EA W (VIS (4 To Tl -1 -9 Housing Scheme Phase-ll. The planning of this phase has been worked out on 82-acres land
Phase-ll wherein 310 plots of one kanal have been proposed to be carved out. These plots will be allotted to

Daily Times, November 4, 2015

general public through draw. Construction work on phase-1 is already underway and 60 percent
work has been completed on this count. The CDA has also approved to grant Heath Risk Allowance
to the employees of Capital Hospital announced by the federal government. Risk allowance
amounting to Rs 1,000 per month for the employees of CDA Enforcement Department was also
approved.

11 CDA officials held for RAWALPINDI: The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) have arrested 11 senior officers of Capital
helping slums swelling Development Authority (CDA) including six directors and two deputy directors on charges of alleged
Daily Times, November 4, 2015 abatement for illegal encroachment of state land. A senior FIA official confirming the arrest of CDA
officials, said on Tuesday that the arrests were made following an inquiry held by the agency on
charges of corruption, abatement and connivance of the officers for establishing illegal slums
(katchi abadis) on the Capital Development Authority's land. He said the Interior Ministry had
directed the Federal Investigation Agency to carry out the inquiry. Action against the Capital
Development Authority officials had been taken in the light of the inquiry, which found their
involvement/abatement in illegal occupation of the state land from time to time since 2009, he
added. Environment directors Rizwan Ahmed Shamshad and Syed Sajjad Ali Shah, Enforcement
directors Shahbaz Tahir, Azhar Khurshid, Ramzan Joya and Naveedul Haq, while Environment
Deputy Director Abdul Latif, Enforcement Deputy Director Muhamamd Attaullah, Assistant Director
Abdul Jabbar, Enforcement Supervisor Muhamamd Igbal and S| Shahid Igbal have been arrested.
These officers had been posted on the respective posts since 2009, and were arrested for abetting
in the establishment of slums on the green belts in the sectors H9 and H10. The arrested officers
will be produced before the court soon for seeking remand. The inquiry report also revealed that
some 56 slums had been set up through illegal occupation at various locations in abatement of
CDA officials. The FIA, however, has to yet receive relevant records from Capital Development
Authority to proceed further.

Sindh Health Minister Sindh Minister for Health, Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar, while taking notice of shortage of Women
L Lo (oI o o e - - 1a s ) Medical Officers at Lyari General Hospital, has directed Health Secretary to look into the matter and
of female doctors fqu_iII the vgc_ant posts of fem_ale medical of_ficers_ in order to facilitate_female patients. He sa_id this
Pakistan Today, November 4, 2015 while presiding over a meeting here at _hls (_)fflce on '_Fhursda_ly, said a stater_nent. He said that

’ g government hospitals were meant to provide timely medical facilitates to the patients and he would
not allow anyone to create problems for the patients The minister added that disciplinary
proceedings are underway against seven doctors and they have been suspended while action is
also being taken against nine lady health supervisors of district Khairpur due to their negligence in
handling cases. He said that the government was contemplating to hire services of celebrities
against viral diseases to create awareness among the masses and it would bring good results as
well.

Schools Remain closed TURBAT - According to a report published by Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)
(AT AVEE TN M T3 [ Bl Kech chapter, several government schools are closed in district Kech for last 5 years. HRCP Kech
HRCP Kech chapter issued a report on educational status of Kech after surveying 41 schools in Tump locality of
district Kech. Corruption is rampant and educational funds are not being spent appropriately —
report. HRCP report states that overwhelming majority of teachers receive their salary without
performing their duties. “Corruption is rampant and educational funds are not being spent
appropriately,” read the report. Report also mentioned lack of basic amenities in schools of Tump
such as electricity and clean drinking water. Local citizens of Kech district told Balochistan Point
that educational system has deteriorated in Buleda, Tump and Dasht tehsil of the district despite
imposition of the so-called educational emergency in the province. Educational system has
deteriorated in Kech despite imposition of the so-called educational emergency — Local citizens.
“Despite being located near to proposed China-Pakistan economic Corridor (CPEC) educational
systems of Kech are not receiving any benefit,” added local citizens.Delegation of HRCP Turbat
chapter met with Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kech, Assistant Commissioner (AC) Tump and District
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Education Officer (DEO) Kech on Wednesday and apprised them about closure of schools in Tump.

GWADAR - The opposition members of Municipal Committee Gwadar have alleged that massive
corruption and mismanagement is taking place in Municipal committee Gwadar. Opposition in
Municipal Committee Gwadar set up a three-day protest camp inside the premises of Municipal
Committee Office against the ruling party for disapproving each development project, mega
corruption and acting against the spirit of democratic process.According to the protestors, Rs. 150
million were provided by the government of Balochistan in June 2015 for district Gwadar. Major
portion of the budget has been wasted due to corruption, alleged the protestors.An investigation
committee created to investigate corruption of Rs. 150 million was dissolved before it could present
its findings — Protestors. Protestors said that a so-called investigation committee was created and
assigned to investigate the case of corruption but it was dissolved before it could present its
findings.“Funds that could have been invested for the infrastructure development, health care or
educational projects in the district were embezzled by district chairman,” alleged the
protestors.Reportedly, government of Balochistan has recently provided Municipal Committee
Gwadar with fund of Rs. 5.5 million. Funds that could have been invested for infrastructure
development, health care or educational projects were embezzled — Protestors.“Chairman
Municipal Committee Gwadar rejected the proposals of majority of councils on how the newly
received funds should be spent,” Khuda Dad Waju the leader of opposition party told Balochistan
Point.“We wanted the funds to be spent on either installation of Gas pipelines or repair of water
pipes destroyed by Gwadar Development Authority (GDA) but District Chairman seems to have
other agendas,” added Mr. Waju.Protestors warned to file a case in the court of law against
corruption in municipal committee Gwadar if their demands are not met.

ISLAMABAD: The project of computerisation of land revenue record will restart soon after approval
of its revised PC-1 from the Planning Commission. Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Deputy
Commissioner Captain (r) Mushtag Ahmed said on Monday that the ICT administration would
accomplish the project within two year after its formal approval. He said the Electronic Data
Gathering Company would execute the remaining work. He said 33 revenue states had already
been computerised. He pointed out that Ministry of Information and Technology was earlier
executing the project, but later it was handed over to ICT administration. He said the revised PC-1
of the project was in approval process with the Planning Commission and the District administration
was just waiting for its nod. Meanwhile, the District Administration has decided to launch grand
operation against illegal bus stands in the capital. The operation would be continued from
November 4 to 6, under the supervision of Islamabad Transport Authority Secretary. Police and
Capital Development Authority Municipal Directorate would also assist in the operation.

ISLAMABAD: Higher Education Commission (HEC) has sought applications from students for
awarding laptops under Prime Minister Laptop Scheme Phase Il. Students of Phd, MS, Mphil and
one or two-year master degree programmes will be eligible to apply. Higher Education Commission
also invited applications from students of Allama Igbal Open University, Virtual University. Students
from FATA are also eligible to apply for this programme. An official said provincial distribution would
be made according to enrolment and 2.5 percent quota is alloted for Virtual University and students
of Allama Igbal Open University as well. He said five percent quota is for students studying in
government poly technical institutions. Last date for application submission is December 15.

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan on Monday directed authorities concerned
to complete work under Islamabad Safe City Project until 30. "All work under the project including
installation of CCTV cameras must be done until November 30, so as to make the project functional
as per its objectives on December 10," he said. The minister said the project costing US$ 129.5
million has already got late as former government announced this project, but no practical step was
taken to implement it. The programme was initially started in 2009, but it was not implemented and
after lapse of five years, the project was reinitiated in 2014. Realising the importance of the
projects, he said that the present government has been successful in renewing the project with the
Chinese company at previous rates. He said that it is the priority of the government to eliminate
terrorism and every possible step would be taken to ensure protection to the life and property of
citizens. The minister said the project will be extended to Rawalpindi and other cities including
Lahore, Karachi, Peshawar and Quetta to ensure security of these cities from criminal and terror
elements. He said a Scotland Yard delegation would be invited to get their professional input and
ideas and in this regard adding that he has asked Pakistan's high commissioner to United Kingdom
to facilitate their visit. "I would personally review progress on the project on weekly basis in
meetings," he added. Earlier, in a briefing, officials concerned assured the minister that remaining
work would be completed before the deadline. The officials said training of staff attached with
Islamabad Safe City Project is continuing while some of the staff have got training from China as
well to run the project in an efficient and professional manner. The officials explained that a
command centrre has been built, and 1,520 cameras have been installed in different parts of the
city while work is in progress to install the remaining 450 cameras. He was also informed that
special 800 handsets have also arranged which would be operated through a 4G network to ensure
better and quick response. Replying to a question, the officials said the technology-based security
system would have enough video recording capacity. National Database and Registration Authority
NADRA chairman, project manager and media personnel also attended the meeting.

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) has decided to upgrade the | J Principal Road
with a cost of Rs 250 million. I.J Principal Road is situated at the fringes of Rawalpindi and
Islamabad and is of immense importance as it bears huge traffic, especially from Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and Azad Kashmir. Due the to mammoth traffic flow, Capital Development
Authority finally has decided to upgrade the | J Principal Road. The decision of up gradation of the
road was taken in a meeting held at CDA Headquarters, which was presided by the CDA Chairman
Maroof Afzal. Member engineering briefed the chairman in detail about the up gradation plan of the
road. The CDA chairman directed the Engineering Wing to reduce the cost of the project and
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commence the work on the project as early as possible. He further directed the Engineering Wing to
fulfil all the necessary formalities including cost estimation, adding that after seeking approval, float
the tender for the up gradation project in the national press so that the contract could be awarded
on merti. Meanwhile, Capital Development Authority Chairman also said that all out-efforts would be
made to achieve 100 percent results in the upcoming polio campaign and the authority would utilise
all available resources to cope with deadly menace of polio. He passed these remarks during a
meeting of District Polio Eradication Committee held at CDA Headquarters here on Monday.

The meeting was co-chaired by Prime Minister Focal Person on Polio Ayesha Raza CDA Chairman
Maroof Afzalm while CDA's Member Administration and Estate Amer Ali Ahmed, representatives of
Islamabad Police, Islamabad District administration, National Highways Authority, World Health
Organisation (WHO), UNICEF, Motorway Police deputy inspector general, representatives of allied
hospitals including Poly Clinic, National Institute of Health and CDA Hospital also attended the
meeting. Giving details about the operational arrangements of upcoming polio eradication
campaign, the Health Services director briefed that comprehensive polio campaign would be
launched on November 10 in the city, which would remain continue up to November 13. During the
three-day campaign, a target to administer polio drops to 129,000 children of the city has been set
and to make campaign a success, Islamabad has been divided into 16 zones, the meeting was
informed. The meeting was further apprised that a force comprising upon 850 polio workers will
administer the polio drops in the entire city and in order to ensure effective monitoring, 91 sector
supervisors and 16 zonal supervisors will be deputed to ensure that every child of the city has been
administered with polio drops. On this occasion, Ayesha Raza said that though the capital is among
those cities of the country, which are free from polio, however, more efforts are needed to maintain
its polio free status. She said that Islamabad being the capital is more vulnerable to the polio, as
people from all over the country, especially from the polio affected areas visits the capital, so a
comprehensive strategy and awareness plan at large scale is required and effective polio campaign
can help reduce the chances of polio spread in the city. She asked the CDA chairman to depute
more human resource for upcoming polio campaign.

ISLAMABAD: State Minister for Capital Administration and Development Division (CA&DD)
Barrister Usman |brahim on Monday said the ministry is working to enhance facilities, besides
ensuring improved environment at 422-government educational institutions of the capital. He was
speaking as a chief guest on the oath taking ceremony of 'Students Council and Salam Teachers
Day', held at Islamabad Model College for Girls (Post Graduate) G10/4. He said the Prime Minister
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif wanted all federal educational institutions to be role models for the entire
country. Speaking on the occasion, Usman lbrahim said that role of teachers is inevitable in
character building of the nation adding good teachers steer the nation on the path of progress and
prosperity. Addressing the newly-elected members of the college students' council, the minister
said, "It is your responsibility to uphold the traditional values of integrity and sincerity in acquiring
education. You also have to create a healthy relation between the teachers and the students so that
an environment for learning could take shape. Ibrahim said that the relation between teacher and
students is that of a mother and children. This is based on respect and kindness. He said that
improved performance of students is a manifestation of the dedication, hard work and
professionalism of their teachers. The minister said that the teachers deserve appreciation in this
regard. The minister said that the prime minister has kept education as top priority. He is taking
keen interest in education specially that of the women education. "We are working towards
provision of enhanced facilities and improved environment at government educational institutions of
the capital," he added.

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) will hold local government elections in
50 union councils (UCs) of Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) on November 30th.According to the
ECP spokesman, six kinds of ballot papers would be used on 13 seats of each union council. He
said that the commission had received 2,958 nomination papers for LG elections and out of total
nomination papers, 376 candidates filed their nomination papers for the seats of chairman and vice
chairman and 1,502 for general member seat. For women seat, 401 candidates filed nomination
papers, for workers seats 282, on seats for Youth 282 and 115 filed nomination papers against
seats for minority members. He said that the scrutiny of nomination papers would be completed by
Novemeber 4. Appeals against acceptance or rejection of nomination papers by the returning
officers could be filed on November 5, and 6. Candidates could withdraw their names until
November 10. Final list of contesting candidates with symbols allotted to them would be published
on November 11, he explained.

Moreover, in order to ensure that elections of the union councils and Wards in Islamabad Capital
Territory are conducted fairly, the ECP directs that all executive authorities in the federation will not
use state resources in local government elections aiming at influencing the elections in favour of a
particular candidate or a political party, he added. If any person in government service misuses his
official position in any manner in order to influence results of elections, he will be liable to be
proceeded against under Section 60 of the Islamabad Capital Territory Local Government Act,
2015, he clarified. "No transfers/postings of the civil servants shall be made after the issuance of
schedule of local government elections for ICT without prior approval of the commission till the
publication of election results, said the ECP. After the issuance of election schedule, the president,
prime minister, chairman/deputy chairman senate, speaker, deputy speaker, federal ministers, state
ministers, advisers to the prime minister and public office holders will neither openly nor in secret
give any subscription or donation or make promises for giving such subscription or donation to any
institution, nor shall inaugurate, commit to undertake or announce any development project therein
for the advancement of the campaign of a candidate of his choice and thereby influence the results
of elections," added the spokesman. Any holder of public office, who is found to have violated any
provision of election laws or the instructions issued by the commission, shall be proceeded against
as mandated in law, he added.
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District administration
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Measures being taken to
overcome dengue fever in

Islamabad
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RAWALPINDI: Low gas pressure continued in most parts of the city, creating problems for the
domestic users, especially in morning time from the beginning of the winter. The unscheduled gas
load shedding has severely affected the daily routine activities of public. Most localities in
Rawalpindi are getting less gas pressure. According to details, people residing at Imambara, Akal
garh, Dhoke Dalal, Committee Chowk, Dhoke Khaba, Umer Road, Dhoke Ealhi Bukush, Nadeem
Colony, Arya Mohallah, Pirwadhai, Adiala Road, Bakra Mandi, Dhoke Syedan, Sadigabad, Muslim
Town,Shah khalid Colony, Pindora, Shah Khalid Colony and Murshid Town are facing worst
difficulties due to low gas pressure.Nusrat bibi, a housewife, said that people were facing problems
because of inefficiency of the officers concerned. "We pay gas bills every month but in every winter
we have to face difficulties. We cannot buy breakfast, lunch and dinner from restaurants,” she
added. Meanwhile, the government has stopped gas supply to CNG stations to ensure provision of
gas to domestic consumers in winter.

RAWALPINDI: Massive traffic jams in the city have become a routine where the motorists are
made hostage for hours. People who pass through these areas on daily basis blamed the municipal
authorities for their inaction against encroachments and parking at the narrow lanes. The areas
where traffic jams are routine include Liaquat Road, College Road, Igbal Road, Jamia Masjid Road,
Dongi Khoi, Railway Road, Saddar Road, Kashmiri Bazar, Bagh Sardaraan, Fawara Chowk and
their adjoining areas. Pedestrians who come for their daily shopping or for dealing with other affairs
have also complained that it has become difficult to pass through these areas. They blamed Tehsil
Municipal authorities for their failure to remove encroachments saying people feel free to set up
their fruit and vegetable stalls, second hand clothing sale points and other such businesses. Finding
no space, the motorists park their vehicles on the already narrow roads, become the sore points for
commuters who had to reach their homes after closure of their offices and businesses. No action is
taken against encroachers and if there is any, the enforcement staff take away the belongings of
the poor people and after they pay the fine, they not only return their carts and other items but they
feel free to again set up their stalls. On the other hand, officials in the TMA said that whenever they
intend to carry out the operation against encroachments, influential people intervene and block their
action. The officials said that they have become helpless and avoid taking action fearing that they
would be transferred or punished on different charges.

NEW YORK - Pakistan is making progress towards meeting the imposing challenge of providing
educational needs of the nation’s children, Pakistan’s permanent representative to the United
Nations Ambassador Maleeha Lodhi told a largely-attended fundraising event in New York.
“Although much more needs to be done, | believe we are beginning to turn the corner back home,”
she told the gathering at a local hotel in which many Americans took part. The event was organised
by Developments in Literacy (DIL), an organisation founded in 1997 by Pakistani expatriates in the
US that educates and empowers underprivileged students, especially girls, by operating student-
centered model schools; and provides high-quality professional development to teachers and
principals across Pakistan. DIL now runs 124 schools in Pakistan, educating 21,000 students last
year, of which 66 per cent were girls. The organisation employees are over 1,000 teachers. The
ambassador was the guest of honour at the event, along with Shazia Sikander, the renowned
Lahore-born artist, who has won top Pakistani and American awards for her work. The Pakistani
envoy also introduced to the audience Afreen Mushtag, whom the organisers described as one of
“Dil's superstar students”. Mushtag, who lives in Orangi, is a 10th grade student at DIL's J-9
Paradize School. In his remarks, the Pakistani ambassador called a “transformational path” the way
teachers were now hired and the way they were held to account. In the Punjab, she said that over
30,000 newly recruited teachers were qualified, highly energetic people, adding that the days of
hiring political workers as teachers were over not just in the land of five rivers but also across the
country. Ambassador Maleeha said that the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government had also adopted a
strict merit policy on recruitment. “The result is a new energy in public sector schools,” she said,
noting that it was far from perfect, but was a great start. “DIL can be proud of the example it has set
as a trailblazer for better teachers in every classroom.” In addition, she said that the low-cost private
schooling was expanding all over the country and transforming the educational landscape and
making education accessible to those who could not afford it in the past. “This has put more girls in
schools than ever in the past,” she said, adding, “We need to get every girl into school but again
this is a good beginning.” The ambassador praised DIL’s contribution saying that organisations like
it “had keep hope alive, that keep the flame burning, that stir the passion and inspire us. DIL is at
the beating heart of the Pakistani spirit of enterprise and problem solving”. Paying tributes to Malala
Yusufzai, who took a bullet in the head as she campaigned for education, Ambassador Maleeha
said that the Nobel Peace Prize winner has had such a profound impact on the global conversation
about education. “She took that bullet as a symbol of the absolutely non-negotiable and urgent
need to make education an innate part of growing up for every girl, in every place and for all times”.
The ambassador said “l want to pay tribute to its many heroes like Farzana Sial of Khairpur. In fact
DIL has over a thousand teachers like Farzana. It has four vocational training centers. It has given
over 840 scholarships. That is awesome.”

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) is taking all possible measures to overcome
dengue fever and comprehensive steps have been taken to root out disease completely from the
Federal Capital. In this context, a meeting on Monday was held here at CDA Headquarters to
review the steps taken by the Authority to overcome the dengue in city during current year. Director
Health Services of CDA informed the meeting that Health Services Directorate had started
preventive measures to cope with dengue threat right from the February this year, as result of which
dengue cases reported in Islamabad were nominal as compared to the other cities.He apprised that
special teams were constituted in this regard which carried out inspection/visits at 21513 places up
till now and collected 16743 samples to detect the presence of dengue larva, however first sample
of dengue larva was found positive in July which was collected from a shop situated at Shaheen
Market Sector I-10.

The meeting was further informed that anti-mosquito spray was carried out at 2880 potential
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breeding sites while fogging activity was done at 2550 places.The meeting was further apprised that
teams of environment wing also channelized different streams and nullahs flowing in Islamabad to
maintain smooth water flow.Chairman CDA was further informed that Authority’s comprehensive
anti-dengue campaign was also underway, under this campaign more than 20000 awareness
pamphlets were distributed among the residents while 500 awareness banners had also been
installed at different prominent places in the city.On this occasion, Member Administration and
Estate, Amer Ahmed Ali while directing concerned formations said that we must remain vigilant to
cope with dengue irrespective of the seasons.He said that the owners of shops, bakeries,
restaurants, tyre shops had been directed to take all preventive measures against the virus
otherwise stern action would be taken against them without any discrimination under the Municipal
Bylaws.

Dengue fever outbreak RAWALPINDI:The number of confirmed patients of dengue fever so far registered at the three
sets new record teaching hospitals in town this year has almost set a new record as it is about to cross the total
The News International, November [l of patients of the infection reported in previous four years, from 2011 to 2014.The
2 2015 occurrence of such an intense dengue fever outbreak this year hints towards poor planning of the

concerned government authorities on safeguarding public from the infection that caused huge
damage to public health along with national exchequer within last five years.The population in the
district faced four sever dengue fever outbreaks in last five years though the recent outbreak has
proved itself to be the most intense in nature. Data collected by ‘The News’ reveals that from 2011
to 2014, a total of nearly 3,300 patients were tested positive for dengue fever at the allied hospitals
in town while to date, this year the number of patients confirmed positive for the infection has
already crossed the figure of 3,200 and the allied hospitals are still receiving 70 to 100 confirmed
dengue fever cases daily on average.According to details, slightly over 800 patients were tested
positive for dengue fever at the allied hospitals in 2011 while in 2012, the district enjoyed dengue
free status and the concerned departments succeeded in avoiding dengue fever outbreak. In 2013,
over 1150 confirmed patients of the infection were reported at the allied hospitals and in 2014; the
total number of patients was around 1,350.The concerned authorities in the Punjab government
claimed to have adopted modern strategies to avoid dengue fever outbreak in the past three years
yet they failed in averting dengue fever outbreaks.

On the directives of the Punjab government, almost all departments serving at district level were
assigned roles and responsibilities in last two years to prevent a possible outbreak of dengue fever
and to avoid breeding of mosquitoes’ larvae including larvae of ‘aedes aegypti’, the vector that
causes dengue fever but practically it did not yield the desired results.According to a number of
health experts, however, much has been done on documents only as no stage was set ideally ever
to avoid breeding of larvae of ‘aedes aegypti’ practically. One can easily witness countless heaps of
garbage and water accumulations existing in almost all localities of the district that may turn out to
be potential breeding sites for breeding of mosquitoes’ larvae giving much room for a possible
outbreak next year.The population in Rawalpindi district faced severe outbreaks of dengue fever in
2011 and 2013 during which majority of cases were reported from city areas particularly in Rawal
Town and the area still have countless points that may serve as breeding sites for larvae of ‘aedes
aegypti’. In 2014 and 2015, the outbreak hit population equally in city and cantonment board areas
but still one can witness heaps of garbage and unnecessary accumulation of water on countless
points and much is needed to be done to eradicate mechanically the possible breeding sites of
mosquitoes.
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