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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES

Rescuers hunt survivors
of massive Afghan-

Pakistan quake
AFP, October 26, 2015

WINTER IS COMING:
Temperature drops as
parts of country receive

rain, snowfall in Gilgit
Daily Pakistan, October 25, 2015
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DETAILS

Rescuers were Tuesday picking their way through rugged terrain and pockets of Taliban
insurgency in the search for survivors after a massive quake hit Pakistan and Afghanistan, killing
at least 277 people. The toll was expected to rise as search teams reach remote areas that were
cut off by the powerful 7.5 magnitude quake, which triggered landslides and stampedes as it
toppled buildings and severed communication lines.

Pakistan's military has been mobilised and India -- whose relationship with Islamabad is often
prickly -- said it stood ready to help.

In the most horrifying episode to emerge so far from the quake, 12 young Afghan girls were
crushed to death in a stampede as they tried to flee their shaking school building.

The bulk of the casualties were reported from Pakistan, where 214 people were killed and more
than 1,800 injured, disaster management authorities said. "Many houses and buildings have
collapsed in the city," said Arbab Muhammad Asim, district mayor for the northwestern city of
Peshawar. Many people were trapped under piles of rubble, with officials warning that the toll
was set to rise. "The building was swinging like a pendulum, it felt as if the heavens would fall,"
Peshawar shop owner Tufail Ahmed told AFP.

Afghan officials said at least 63 people were confirmed dead and hundreds more injured, with
casualties reported from around half a dozen of the country's 34 provinces. The government has
implored aid agencies for assistance. But large swathes of Badakhshan, the remote province
where the epicentre is located, and other areas are effectively controlled by the Taliban, posing a
huge challenge to any official aid efforts.

"Today's earthquake was the strongest one felt in the recent decades," said Afghanistan's chief
executive Abdullah Abdullah. "Initial reports show a big loss of life and huge financial losses in
Badakhshan, Takhar, Nangarhar, Kunar and other regions. Exact numbers are not known
because phone lines are down and communication has been cut off in many areas."The could
not even talk' -In remote northern Takhar, a dozen Afghan schoolgirls, all under 16, were
trampled to death as they rushed to escape their classrooms when the quake struck.Bystanders
rushed the dazed and terrified survivors to hospital, many lying limp in the arms of their rescuers,
as doctors tried reviving some of them by pumping their chests. "When the relatives of the dead
students came to collect their bodies, they were so distressed that they could not even talk to
authorities to record their names," said Hafizullah Safai, head of the Takhar health department.

The quake was centred near Jurm in northeast Afghanistan, 250 kilometres (160 miles) from the
capital Kabul and at a depth of 213.5 kilometres, the US Geological Survey said. The quake,
which lasted at least one minute, shook buildings in Afghanistan, Pakistan and India, sending
thousands of frightened people rushing into the streets. It was also felt in Tajikstan, Kyrgyzstan
and Uzbekistan. Live footage from an Afghan news broadcast filmed in Kabul showed the anchor
abandoning his desk as the quake shook the cameras.

Restaurants and office buildings emptied in Islamabad, with cracks appearing in some buildings
but no major damage reported. Hundreds of people in northern India poured onto the streets from
office blocks, hospitals and homes.

In Delhi -- more than 1,000 kilometres from the epicentre -- the metro ground to a halt during the
tremor. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi took to Twitter immediately after the quake, saying
that India stood ready to assist, including in Afghanistan and Pakistan if required. Pakistan
mobilised troops and all military hospitals were put on high alert, army spokesman Lieutenant
General Asim Bajwa said, with the air force also offering support.

Afghanistan is frequently hit by earthquakes, especially in the Hindu Kush mountain range, which
lies near the junction of the Eurasian and Indian tectonic plates. The epicentre of Monday's
quake was just a few hundred kilometres from the site of a 7.6 magnitude quake that struck in
October 2005, killing more than 75,000 people and displacing some 3.5 million more, although
that quake was much shallower.

In Nepal twin quakes in May killed more than 8,900 people, triggered landslides and destroyed
half a million homes.

LAHORE (Staff Report) — The temperature has been seen dropping Sunday morning as parts of
country, including Lahore, Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Multan, Gujrat, Peshawar, Galiyat and several
other cities, received rainfall the previous night. According to media reports the mountainous areas
of Gilgit and Chitral also received the first snowfall of season.

Meteorological Department said 3.5 millimeters of rain have so far been recorded in Multan, with
temperatures falling from 32 degree Celsius to 19 degrees.

Peshawar and other areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have also been receiving heavy to light rainfall
since Sunday morning.

The weather forecast suggests that intermittent rain and snowfall will continue throughout the day,
causing the temperature drop a bit more ahead of winter season.
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Drizzling turns weather
cold in various parts of

country
Dunya News, October 25, 2015

Flash floods: Ice G-B
The Express Tribune, October 25,
2015

5.3 magnitude quake jolts

southern Punjab
Dunya News, October 23, 2015
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ISLAMABAD (Web Desk) — Intermittent rain is continuing in different parts of the country including
Islamabad and Rawalpindi, which has turned the weather cold. Chief Meteorologist Dr Muhammad
Hanif said intermittent rain will continue on Monday in upper parts of the country. He said there are
reports of snowfall in Naran, Kaghan and Gilgit Baltistan. He said snowfall in Gilgit, Hunza, Skardu,
Ghanche and Chitral is also expected in the night. He said there is possibility of landsliding in
different parts of Kashmir and Hazara.

Dr Hanif said the winter season has formally set in and it is expected that winter season will be
longer this time

In the early 1900s, residents of Gilgit-Baltistan’s (G-B) Bagrote valley, around 40 kilometres from
Gilgit city, patrolled their territory to guard it against Gohar Aman’s onslaughts. Aman was a
ruthless ruler of what is now Ghizer district in G-B and a fierce opponent of Bagrote’s residents.
Stories of Aman’s atrocities still find their way in everyday conversations. Today, more than a
century later, Bagrote’s people continue to patrol the area. Their adversary, though, is no longer a
man. It is Mother Nature’s fury, triggered by climate change. Surrounded by 13 glaciers, the valley
is inhabited by nearly 16,000 people. These residents live under a constant threat of glacial lake
outburst floods (GLOF), a natural phenomenon that has resulted in substantial losses in various
parts of the world over the years. This year alone, four GLOFs instigated flash floods which swept
away eight bridges, a hydel power project, dozens of water channels, standing crops and roads in
Bagrote valley. Agriculture accounts for 15% of G-B’s production and such climatic catastrophes
put a serious dent in the area’s economy. “We are at risk of flash floods and the situation
aggravates from June to October,” says Adil Shah, a local farmer. “There were so many flash
floods this year. We were able to save our lives only because we were vigilant and adopted
precautionary measures,” he adds, referring to the village hazard watch group (VHWG) formed by
the Pakistan GLOF Project. The GLOF Project is working with GLOF-prone mountain communities
in northern Pakistan to reduce risks from GLOFs and flash floods caused by melting snow. At least
10 VHWGSs were formed under the project, one in each village. The VHWG was equipped with the
necessary equipment to alert locals in case of flash floods. Each group consists of around six men,
most of them shepherds who spend their time on mountain peaks with their herds of livestock.
They are provided cellphones and trained to use the devices, enabling them to communicate any
possible threat to others. “Though no loss of life occurred, the loss of property was immense.
People have lost their livelihood,” laments Shah. “The role of VHWGs was critical. We are thankful
to GLOF Project for that,” adds the farmer, who lost his brother to a flashflood in the valley two
decades ago. Another local farmer, Imtiaz Ali, says the village has been without electricity for the
past month after a hydel power project was swept away in a flood.

Climate change

The change in weather patterns has had a profound effect on farmers. “Till two decades ago, the
ploughing season would start on March 21. It now begins in February,” shares Ali. “The date has
now just become a ceremonial activity to reminisce.” Dr Babar Khan of the World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWF) says snow which usually fell on mountain peaks in November and December now
comes a month or so later. “This delay means there is less time before the snow ultimately melts
and triggers floods when the weather gets warmer around April.”

Averting disasters

Pakistan GLOF Project has taken a number of precautionary measures to avert catastrophes in
Bagrote valley. Special embankments called ‘gabion walls’ were constructed at six places along
the ravines to neutralise the flow of water which has previously swept away homes and wreaked
havoc. “The technique proved instrumental in saving the population from disaster as at least four
GLOFs occurred this year,” says Zahid Shah of GLOF Project, under which locals removed debris
from four ravines with the help of excavators to help flood water pass uninterrupted. “Previously,
nullahs were filled with boulders which obstructed the flow of water and changed its course
towards villages.” In the same vein, a ‘safe haven’ has been prepared for villagers in case of any
impending doom. The facility is equipped with necessary items including medicines, tents, edibles
and toilets. A group of at least 33 men and women have also been trained in risk reduction
techniques. Moreover, an endowment fund of Rs2,200,000 has been created to help communities
prevent disasters or mitigate losses. Local communities contributed Rs200,000 to this fund. In
addition to these measures, the meteorological department has set up two weather stations at an
altitude of 4,100 metres to collect data from satellites. “According to the data compiled in 2013,
there are 36 lakes close to glaciers. And if these lakes overflow and trigger floods, they are bound
to wreck havoc with the population downstream,” warns Shah. “The entire region is mountainous
like Bagrote, posing a continuous risk of flash floods,” he says. “The only way out of this is to
replicate the programme in other areas as well.”

JAMPUR (Dunya News) — An earthquake measuring 5.3 on Richter Scale struck parts of southern
Punjab, including Jampur, Rajanpur, Muzaffargarh, Vehari and Sadigabad, on early Friday
morning. According to US Geological Survey the epicenter of the quake which struck at 05:27am
on Friday was 23 kilometre west of Jampur at the depth of 29 kilometre. The tremor was also felt in
Bahawalpur, Ochh Sharif, Shujjabad, Dera Ghazi Khan, Kot Addu, Jahanian, Shorkot, Tando Allah
Yar and Kabirwala. The quake spread panic among people and they rushed out of their homes.
However, no loss of life or property was reported till filing of this report. Pakistan is among the most
earthquake-prone regions of the world with high vulnerability to earthquakes.

In Oct. 2005, a high intensity quake measuring 7.4 on the Richter scale jolted parts of Pakistan,
causing large scale destruction and killing over 80,000 people besides leaving millions others
homeless.
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NDU will hold seminar on

climate change on 29"
Daily Times, October 22, 2015

Pakistan facing climate
‘calamity’ if warnings go
unheeded

Daily Times, October 21, 2015

Climate change lessons
take to the stage in rural

Pakistan
Trust Org, October 20, 2015
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ISLAMABAD: National Defence University (NDU) will hold a seminar on impact of climate change
on 29 at its auditorium. The seminar is being organised in collaboration with United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) titled, ‘Impact of Climate Change - A Security and Development
Perspective’. Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan Igbal will be chief guest on the
occasion, said an invitation issued on Wednesday. The seminar will consist on three sessions.
Topic of session one is international and national dimensions of climate change, while the second
sessions is impact of climate change on national security and the third session is change and
proposals for policy and actions.

KARACHI: The sprawling megacity lies crumbling, desiccated by another deadly heatwave, its
millions of inhabitants suffering life-threatening water shortages and unable to buy bread that has
become too expensive to eat. It sounds like the stuff of dystopian fiction but it could be the reality
Pakistan is facing. With its northern glaciers melting and its population surging — the country’s
climate change time bomb is already ticking. In a nation facing Islamist violence and an
unprecedented energy shortage slowing economic growth, the environment is a subject little
discussed. But the warning signs are there, including catastrophic floods which displaced millions,
and a deadly heatwave this summer that killed 1,200 people. Three of the world’s most spectacular
mountain ranges intersect in Pakistan’s north: the Himalayas, the Hindu Khush and the
Karakoram, forming the largest reservoir of ice outside the poles. The mountain glaciers feed into
the Indus River and its tributaries to irrigate the rest of the country, winding through the
breadbasket of central Punjab and stretching south to finally merge with the Arabian Sea near
Karachi. The future of Pakistan, a Muslim giant whose population the UN predicts will surge past
300 million people by 2050, can be read in part by the melting of glaciers like Passu, at the
gateway to China. From its magnificent rocky slopes, the glacial melt is obvious. “When we would
come here 25 years ago, the glacier reached that rock up there,” explains Javed Akhtar, indicating
an area some 500 metres (1,600 feet) from the tip of the ice. Akhtar, his face bronzed by the sun,
is a villager who has been employed by a team of glaciologists measuring the impact of climate
change. Temperatures in northern Pakistan have increased by 1.9 degrees Celsius in the past
century, authorities say, causing “GLOF” — glacial lake outburst floods, where the dams of such
lakes abruptly rupture, sending water cascading down the slopes.

Today, thirty glacial lakes are under observation in the north. According to the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), such mass loss of water is “projected to accelerate throughout
the 21st century, reducing water availability, hydropower potential, and changing seasonality of
flows in regions supplied by meltwater from major mountain ranges”. In Pakistan, most of the
country is fed by the lush, fertile plains of one such region: Punjab. Despite its growing population,
Pakistan remains self-sufficient in agricultural terms, largely thanks to the rich Punjabi soil.

But in recent years the region has seen unprecedented, deadly floods that wipe out millions of
acres of prime farmland. The disasters are caused by monsoon rains, but are a bellwether for the
havoc that melting glaciers could cause, with any variation in water levels threatening farmers’
crops. “When there is too much water it's not good for rice, and when there is not enough, that’s
also bad. And it's the same for wheat,” says farmer Mohsin Ameen Chattha during a walk through
his family land just outside the Punjabi capital of Lahore.

Surplus monsoon water is mostly stored in Pakistan’s two large reservoirs, the Tarbela and the
Mangla dams — but, warns Ghulam Rasul, director general of Pakistan’s meteorological
department, the supply would hardly last 30 days. “That is not sufficient,” he says. Throughout the
rest of the year, farmers rely on the rivers, primarily the glacier-fed Indus, to irrigate their land. For
now, the production of rice and wheat is still rising. But if the glaciers were to one day disappear,
“we would be totally dependent on the monsoon. And already it varies,” says Rasul. “All this has an
impact on food security” for the country, he added.

If its daily wheat production should no longer suffice, Pakistan would have to begin importing the
grain — driving the price of bread up. Like the Indus, the ominous warning signs all culminate
around Karachi. The city draws almost all of its water from the river and already fails to meet even
half of the four billion litres a day its inhabitants require, in part because of its inadequate pump
network and. By 2050 the IPCC predicts a decrease in the freshwater supply of South Asia,
particularly in large river basins such as the Indus. That means Karachi will somehow have to
manage its growing population with even less water — a population with a significant poverty rate
that will also struggle should food prices rise.

“In the long term, it is a huge challenge,” says Syed Mashkoor ul-Hasnain of the Karachi Water
Company. To make matters worse, the meteorologist Rasul predicted changes in atmospheric
pressure over the Arabian Sea that could reduce the breezes that currently temper the sweltering
heat of the port. In June an unprecedented heatwave took 1,200 lives, mostly in poor
neighbourhoods of Karachi — heat traps with their massive concrete buildings, lack of shade, and
the absence of aqueducts. Could it have been a taste of the future? Back on the Passu Glacier, the
research assistant Javed Akhtar is unequivocal. “A calamity is coming,” he warns.

BADIN, Pakistan, Oct 20 (Thomson Reuters Foundation) - Mir Muhammad's family had reason to
celebrate: after the harvest of their rice crop, they were planning to throw a wedding. But then flash
floods hit their three-hectare farm, washing away the family's sole source of income and their
dreams of the big day. This was the scene played out on the makeshift stage of an open-air theatre
in Badin district of Pakistan's Sindh province - a region, like many others in Pakistan, trying to find
ways to better understand and deal with worsening climate change impacts."Nature has destroyed
all our plans," lamented Zuleikha Bibi, who played Muhammad's mother in the production. "We
were preparing for the wedding of our eldest son, but the flood has turned all our happiness into
mourning." An audience of over a hundred men, women and children from Badin's fishing and
farming communities watched as the actress wiped away her pretend tears. Then they listened,
engrossed, as a singer in traditional Sindhi dress sang about the sufferings of poor people in the
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region. The show is the brainchild of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF), a non-governmental
organisation based in Karachi that works for the social and economic welfare of vulnerable
communities. Looking for a way to help villagers adapt to the effects of extreme weather and
flooding, the forum hit on the idea of putting on plays. "We are using theatre as an advocacy tool to
educate people about the adverse impacts of climate change on their daily lives," said PFF project
manager Maria Soomro.

TAPPING LOCAL LANGUAGE AND TRADITION

In a region where the majority of the rural population is illiterate, theatre is an effective way to
communicate new ideas, Soomro said. Using local language, traditional songs and folklore, the
performances aim to raise awareness about issues such as shortages of water for agriculture,
erratic rainfall, frequent floods and droughts. On the stage in Badin, young actors told the audience
how extreme weather conditions in the province impacted on their studies. "l was a student in
seventh grade and | had to quit my school due to flash floods last year," said Farzana Bangash,
12. She urged the audience to find ways to mitigate the impact of flooding and erratic rainfall on
their crops. The messages, which began taking to the stage last year, appear to be getting
through. Farmer Shagufta Bhel said that after watching a show in June last year, she and her
family stopped sowing genetically modified seeds for their wheat and rice crops, saying they feared
they would be less adaptable to increasingly extreme weather.

"We have been sowing local seeds instead, and getting good yield too," she said.

According to a recent report by the U.S.-based World Resources Institute, floods in Pakistan affect
715,000 people each year, and by 2030 that number could increase to as many as 2.7 million.
Annual losses as a result of river flooding amount to just short of 1 percent of Pakistan's GDP -
about $1.7 billion - the report added. "We can't provide food to everybody affected by floods and
droughts in the province but we can definitely sensitise them to the issues," said the PFF's
Soomro.

The PFF put on its first open-air play in June 2014 in Karachi and has since held over 20
performances in rural areas of six districts of Sindh province. Each cast uses 15 volunteers, mostly
local people, who get a week of acting training before they start, Soomro said. Using its own
funding and working in collaboration with other NGOs, the forum plans to expand its theatre project
to other districts of the province. Experts agree that theatre is an effective tool for making a topic as
complex as climate change more easily understandable and relevant to a wide audience. "The
beauty of open-air theatre is that it attracts a large audience for entertainment and helps convey a
critical message in the local language of the people," said Sarwar Bari, national coordinator of the
Pattan Development Organisation, an NGO in Islamabad. Shafgat Aziz, a food security expert with
Oxfam Novib, the Dutch affiliate of anti-poverty charity Oxfam, said the plays also help empower
people, motivating some to ask government representatives for policies on issues such as food
security and crop insurance. "The awareness drives affected communities to a decision-making
position and this is where they try to come up with effective solutions for tackling climate change,"
he said. As the 30-minute play came to an end on the Badin stage, one of the characters, a farmer
named Sikandar Sanam, turned to the audience to talk about seeds. One good adaptation
strategy, he suggested, would be for communities to store the seeds of native crop varieties. "Our
local seed varieties of rice and wheat can tolerate floods and droughts,” Sanam said. "So we
should form a local seed bank to preserve our own seeds, shouldn't we?"
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PRELIMINARY LOSSES/ DAMAGES EARTHQUAKE 2015

PROVINCES INJURED DEATHS HOUSES DAMAGED
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 1486 (89.4%) 202 (81.4%) 3, 952 (89.9%)
Gilgit Baltistan 30 (1.8%) 9 (3.5%) 90 (3.6%)
Pujab 78 (4.6%) 5(2.2%) 44 (1.7%)
Azad Jammu & Kashmir 12 (0.7%) 2 (0.8%) 6 (0.2%)
FATA 59 (3.6%) 30 (13.2%) 300 (11.9%)
Sindh 0 0 -
Balochistan 0 0 -
1,665 248 4,392

Source: http://www.ndma.gov.pk/new/disasters/losses.php
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS
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WEB DESK: Five civilians were injured on Sunday as India’s Border Security Force (BSF)
resorted to ‘unprovoked’ firing and shelling on the Working Boundary in Shakargarh sector.
“Punjab Rangers gave a quick and befitting response to the Indian aggression, silencing their
guns,” a Punjab Rangers spokesperson told Radio Pakistan. On Friday, unprovoked cross-border
firing from Indian forces injured a civilian in Shakkargarh sector along the Working
Boundary. According to the military’s media wing, Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR), Indian
Border Security Forces (BSF) targeted the civilian population near the Working Boundary. On
Thursday, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had disclosed in a news briefing that India had violated the
ceasefire, agreed in a 2003 arrangement for peace along the Line of Control and Working
Boundary, at least 400 times this year. India has been continuously violating the ceasefire
agreement on the LoC and the Sialkot Working Boundary that divides the disputed regions.

KARACHI: Sindh Home Minister Suhail Anwar Siyal said on Saturday that the banned Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi (LedJ) has claimed responsibility for Friday’s suicide attack at a Muharram procession in
Jacobabad. “According to the information | received, LeJ has claimed responsibility for the attack,”
he said while addressing the media. The home minister claimed the Jacobabad attack was a
suicide bombing, adding that two separate committees have been formed to investigate the attack.
Terror struck Sindh’s Jacobabad district, where a blast ripped through a mourning procession near
the city’s Hajan Shah Dargah, killing 22 people and injuring 30 others.

The blast took place at about 7:30 pm when a Muharram 9 mourning procession was passing
through the city’s Lashari Muhalla. Siyal also said Indian intelligence agency Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW) was behind terrorist attacks in the country. “RAW is behind terrorist attacks
in Pakistan and they are active across Sindh,” he said. Meanwhile, Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Qaim Ali Shah has announced Rs2million for families of the deceased and Rs1 million for those of
the injured.

RAWALPINDI: While the world celebrates Oct 24 as the United Nations Day, it must not forget the
role and sacrifices of Pakistan Army in UN peacekeeping missions all over the world. Pakistan’s
commitment with the UN for promoting international peace and prosperity stems from the vision of
Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah. Pakistan’s role in peacekeeping efforts began in 1960 when
it deployed its first contingent in the UN operations in Congo. Over the past 55 years, the country
has been the most significant and consistent contributor to the UN peacekeeping around the world.
Pakistani peacekeepers have left no stone unturned in the noble cause of helping humanity,
building peace and bringing stability across the regions under the banner of United Nations, said
an Inter Services Public Relations statement on Friday. Pakistan has contributed more than
160,000 troops to-date in 41 missions spread over 23 countries in almost all continents, it said.
The country has remained one of the largest troop contributing countries consistently for many
years.

At present, Pakistan is contributing more than 7,500 personnel of all ranks deployed in six UN
missions. In pursuance of its commitment to the noble cause of international peace and tranquillity
144 Pakistani troops, among them 23 officers, have given the ultimate sacrifice in UN missions and
almost an equal number of troops have been wounded. The performance of Pakistani
peacekeepers has been acknowledged by numerous world leaders and the UN leadership. The
undisputed high professional standing enjoyed by Pakistani peacekeepers has given them the
honour of being one of the most desired bodies of troops in each UN peacekeeping mission, the
ISPR statement said.

LAHORE: Promoting religious harmony, brotherhood and tolerance is the need-of-the-hour, Chief
Minister Shahbaz Sharif said on Friday. The chief minister made the remarks in a meeting with
Federal Minister for Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony Sardar Muhammad Yousaf. Sharif
said the government had taken effective measures in this regard. He said religious elders and
scholars had a pivotal role on this front. Sharif said every citizen had to strive to establish peace in
the society. He said that every citizen wanted terrorism to be eradicated. Sharif said those involved
in shedding the blood of the innocent deserved exemplary punishments. He said victory in the war
against terrorism would secure the future of the nation. The chief minister said the implementation
of the National Action Plan against terrorism had been yielding positive results. He said effective
measures had been taken under the plan in the Punjab. Sharif said the ongoing military operation
in North Waziristan was continuing successfully. He said the armed forces had broken the back of
anti-state elements there. Sharif said the nation was destined to triumph in its war against
terrorism.

CM on promotion of education

The chief minister mulled over various proposals regarding the promotion of quality education and
provision of modern training to instructors at a meeting today. Sharif directed officials to hasten
efforts to promote quality education and teacher training. He said every citizen had the right to
quality education without distinction. The chief minister said the government would strive to ensure
that this right was afforded to every citizen. He said all resources needed in this regard would be
provided. The chief minister said effective measures should be taken for the promotion of quality
education. Sharif ordered the formulation of a committee under the supervision of the provincial
education minister and chief secretary. He said the committee should present its recommendations
with regard to the promotion of quality education in seven days.
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‘All religions must embrace each other for global peace’

Stressing the importance of teacher training on modern lines, Sharif said it was inextricably linked
to promotion of quality education. He said a comprehensive programme should be devised on this
account. The chief minister said arrangements regarding the provision of teacher training should
also be made at the tehsil-level. Sharif said building capacity of institutions involved in providing
teacher training was the need-of-the-hour. The chief minister said the committee should present its
recommendations regarding the provision of quality teacher training in 14 days.

ICC president calls on chief minister

International Cricket Council President Zaheer Abbas called on Sharif. The two discussed ways of
promoting cricket. Sharif said the government would continue to provide all facilities needed for the
promotion of cricket and other sports province-wide.

KARACHI: A hoax call traced to the Indian financial capital, Mumbai, claimed on Friday that a
bomb had been placed on the premises of the Sindh Governor House. Bomb disposal unit (BDU)
members rushed to the site and combed the Governor House and the area surrounding it but
found no explosive device. According to sources, a telephone call was received between 5am to
6am by the operator at the Governor House, claiming that a bomb had been planted in the area
and would go off in five minutes. The security forces and the BDU later searched the building and
the vicinity and cleared the areas. Security agencies have launched an investigation into the call
which has been traced to be emanating from Indian city of Mumbai. The security around the
building has been further increased.

LANDIKOTAL: A US drone strike killed on Friday six Islamic State militants and injured three
others on the Afghan side of the border, an intelligence official said. “Six suspected militants were
killed in Nazyan area of Afghanistan’s Nangarhar province while three others were injured,” an
intelligence official said. According to initial reports, the dead as well as the injured belonged to the
militant group Islamic State (IS). There have been several drone strikes near the Pak-Afghan
border in the past with recent targets being IS hideouts. However, sources said, identities of the
accused have not been determined as yet. Earlier on Thursday, several terrorists were killed in
South Waziristan in the first night-time strike by Pakistan’s first indigenous armed drone, ‘Burraq’,
Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) said. It was Buraag’s first airstrike in the dark hours and
took place with pinpoint accuracy, a source told The Express Tribune. The development took
place after airstrikes by fighter jets killed 21 militants near the Pak-Afghan border, said an ISPR
press release.

WEB DESK: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and US President Barack Obama renewed on Thursday
their resolve to promote peace and stability throughout the region and to counter all forms of
extremism and terrorism. During the meeting at the White House, the two leaders agreed the
bilateral security relationship between Pakistan and the US will continue to be integral to regional
stability, according to a joint statement. They also agreed that stability of South Asia depends on
cooperation among all neighbours to suppress all extremist and militant groups operating in the
region.

Advancing Afghan reconciliation process

Obama and Nawaz also expressed their commitment to advance an Afghan-led peace and
reconciliation process between the Afghan government and Afghan Taliban, urging the latter to
enter into direct talks with Kabul, aimed at working towards a sustainable peace settlement. The
premier reaffirmed Pakistan’s territory would not be used against any other country.

Pakistan-India ties

Meanwhile, both the leaders expressed concern over the violence along the Line of Control, and
emphasised the importance of dialogue process between the two neighbours to resolve all
outstanding disputes, including Kashmir, through peaceful means. The premier highlighted
Pakistan’s resolve to take effective action against United Nations-designated terrorist individuals
and entities, as per its international commitments and obligations.

Pakistan’s role for peace, stability

Acknowledging Pakistan’s role as a key counter-terrorism partner, Obama said he recognised the
sacrifices Pakistani civilians, military and law enforcement personnel had made over the years as
they confront terrorism and militant groups.

Pakistan-US partnership

Building on this progress, the premier and US president expressed their desire to expand the
bilateral relationship in areas outside the traditional security realm in recognition of the multifaceted
issues facing both countries. These include trade and investment, education, science and
technology, clean, efficient and affordable energy, efforts to counter climate change; economic
growth; regional integration, rule of law, people-to-people and cultural ties, and support for
democratic principles.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Army’s stay in the capital city has been extended for three months, Deputy
Commissioner Capt Mushtag Ahmed told Dawn on Wednesday. Over two companies of 111
Brigade have been present in the capital city since May 2014. They were deployed by the capital
administration keeping in view the expected retaliation to operation in North Waziristan. ICT admin
made the requisition under Section 5 of the Anti-Terrorism Act, which says, “Any police officer, or
member of the armed forces, or civil armed forces, who is present or deployed in any area, after
giving sufficient warning, use the necessary force to prevent the commission of terrorist acts or
scheduled offences, and, in doing so, an officer of the armed forces or civil armed forces shall
exercise all the powers of a police officer under the code.” ICT admin had sent the fresh requisition
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on October 9.

WEB DESK: Several terrorists were killed late on Thursday in South Waziristan in the first night-
time strike by Pakistan’s first indigenous armed drone, ‘Burraq’, Inter Services Public Relations
(ISPR) said. It was Buraaq’s first airstrike in the dark hours and took place with pinpoint accuracy,
a source told The Express Tribune. The development took place after airstrikes by fighter jets killed
21 militants near the Pak-Afghan border, said an ISPR press release. “Twenty-one militants were
killed in air trikes in Rajgal and Tirah areas of Khyber Agency,” Inter Services Public Relations
(ISPR) said in a statement on Wednesday. Earlier on October 11, at least 22 terrorists were killed
in air strikes by Pakistani warplanes in the North Waziristan tribal agency before dawn.

Six compounds of terrorists were decimated in the air raids in Shawal Valley, according to the
military’s media wing. The strategic valley is located on the confluence of borders between North
and South Waziristan agencies. The military has been engaged in a massive operation,
codenamed Zarb-e-Azb, in North Waziristan since mid-June 2014. Most parts of the agency, once
a stronghold of local and foreign militants, have been purged of terrorists. However, some militants
are holed up in the thickly forested Shawal Valley, which is now regarded as the last bastion of
militants. The military mounted a ground offensive in Shawal in August, this year, after softening
targets with air strikes.

WASHINGTON: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif held a meeting with members of the US Senate
Foreign Relations Committee and members of the Congress here in Capitol Hill. The prime
minister informed the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee members led by Chairman Bob
Corker that the military operation Zarb-e-Azb has achieved its initial targets and entered a decisive
phase. He shared his commitment to remain engaged with the Afghan leadership towards
promoting peace and reconciliation in Afghanistan. He also briefed about his recent peace
initiatives towards India. PM Nawaz also thanked the US Congress for its consistent support to
democracy, security cooperation and economic development in Pakistan.

MARDAN: During a meeting with Finance Minister Ishaq Dar, WB Vice President appreciates
economic development. The World Bank will provide financial assistance of seventy five million
dollars to Pakistan for the return and rehabilitation of Temporarily Displace Persons of FATA. This
decision was made by the World Bank Vice President Ms Annette Dixon in a meeting with the
Finance Minister Muhammad Ishaq Dar in Washington on Wednesday. The World Bank will also
provide loan for the power sector development in Pakistan. The World Bank Vice President
appreciated the remarkable change of Pakistan's Economy in a short span of two years. On this
occasion, the Finance Minister thanked Vice President World Bank for reposing confidence in
Economic Policies of the government. He expressed the hope that World Bank would also finance
projects envisioned under Country Partnership Strategy for 2015-19.

WEB DESK: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said on Wednesday the network of terrorists in Pakistan
has been destroyed. “Pakistan gave many sacrifices in the war against terrorism and the
government is committed to root out terrorism from the country,” PM Nawaz said, while addressing
the Pakistan-American community in Washington. Asking all stake holders to join hands in the
development and progress of the country, PM Nawaz said 3,600MW electricity is to be added in
the national grid by 2017 in order to overcome the energy crisis, Radio Pakistan reported. “While
international institutions are acknowledging government’s steps for the revival of the economy,
transparency remains the top priority in energy projects,” he said. “Pakistan and China are
constructing Gwadar port together while the government has also signed agreement with Russia
for the gas pipeline project,” he said, while adding the government has launched a package of
Rs341 billion to facilitate farmers. “The budget deficit has been reduced to 5.3 from 8.8 followerd
by the stock market which is also improving.

The premier, who was accompanied by Adviser on National Security and Foreign Affairs Sartaj
Aziz and Pakistan’s representative at the United Nations Dr Maleeha Lodhi among many others,
was presented a guard of honour by a contingent of US armed forces upon his arrival to the US.
“The budget deficit has been reduced to 5.3 from 8.8 followerd by the stock market which is also
improving. The premier, who was accompanied by Advisor on National Security and Foreign
Affairs Sartaj Aziz and Pakistan’s representative at the United Nations Dr Maleeha Lodhi among
many others, was presented a guard of honour by a contingent of US armed forces upon his arrival
to the US. Further, during the visit, PM Nawaz is likely to hold discussions on wide-ranging areas
of bilateral interest with President Barack Obama, Vice President Joe Biden along with various
Cabinet members. In these meetings, both sides are expected to review the current state of
Pakistan-US relations and identify new areas for future bilateral cooperation to further expand and
enrich the partnership. According to reports, Premier Nawaz will also attend a business event
organised by US-Pakistan Business Council in Washington DC where he will address the United
States Institute of Peace.

WASHINGTON: Pakistan has every right to develop tactical nuclear weapons to defend itself in
view of the hostile attitude of its nuclear-armed neighbour, Foreign Secretary Aizaz Ahmad
Chaudhry said on Tuesday. In an interview with PTV on Tuesday, he said the country’s nuclear
programme was not meant for war but for the prevention of war by developing deterrent
capabilities. India, Aizaz said, resorted to forward deployments under its cold start doctrine and
Pakistan has every right to develop weapons to defend its sovereignty. “Our nuclear programme is
not meant for war but prevention of war,” he added. Amid speculations the prime minister is visiting
the United States to talk about a nuclear deal similar to that of Iran, Aizaz said the country would
not compromise in any way on its nuclear programme. To a question, he said the prime minister
would reiterate that the use of force was no solution to the Afghan problem. “Durable peace can
return to Afghanistan only if there is reconciliation among all [warring] factions and the
government.” He said Pakistan has been facilitating the reconciliation process and was ready to

continue this role.
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Earlier speaking to the media in Washington along with Pakistan’s Ambassador to the US, Jalil
Abbas Jilani, the foreign secretary ruled out the possibility of any ‘deal’ on nuclear assets, saying
the country would never compromise on its national security interests. He also sought America’s
role to ensure strategic stability in South Asia and to resolve the core issue of Kashmir between
Pakistan and India. “Whenever we talk to the US, we do talk about regional security, and this time
as well during the visit of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, we will talk about tensions with India vis-a-
vis the situation on the Line of Control,” he said. To a question, Aizaz said Pakistan had a clear
position on India as it wanted to have good and peaceful ties with all its neighbours. “Premier
Nawaz went to New Delhi for this purpose but there was no positive response from India,” he said.
He added that Pakistan’s civil and military leaderships were on the same page on external and
internal security issues and were taking unanimous decisions. Ambassador Jalil said Pakistan and
the US had convergent views on the issue of Pak-India negotiations and were equally concerned
on the situation on LoC.

Four militants killed in PESHAWAR: Four militants were killed in a police 'encounter' in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's Swabi
Swabi police 'encounter’ district on Wednesday, police said. The militants were identified as Abbas, Muhammad Zeb,
Daily Dawn, October 21, 2015 Liaquat and Hazrat Bilal by the police. Abbas is believed to be a resident of Swabi district, Zeb of
Mohmand Agency, while the other two are from Peshawar. Their affiliation with any terrorist outfit
is yet to be ascertained. Police had received information regarding the presence of militants in
Swabi's Ajmer area and had commenced a search operation which lasted for hours, District Police
Officer (DPO) Swabi Javed Igbal Wazir told DawnNews. During the operation, a group of around
30 militants opened fire on the police party, the DPO said. Police responded with retaliatory firing,
and subsequently four militants were killed during the ensuing encounter. The other militants
managed to flee. Later, 25 suspects were taken into custody from the area as police continued the
search operation after the alleged encounter. Considered to be a gateway between KP and
Punjab, Swabi is one of the better developed regions in the province. Since last year's attack on
Peshawar's Army Public School, security forces have increased targeted operations and snap
checking in different parts of the province to counter the scourge of terrorism.

Charsadda mosque raid: 25kg of explosives seized

At least 25 kilograms of explosive material, 14 Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs), 15 detonators
and two cell phones were recovered from a prayer leader's room during a raid on a Charsadda
mosque on Wednesday, police said. District Police Officer (DPO) Charsadda Shafiullah said the
weaponry was recovered from the room allocated to the prayer leader of the mosque, Maulvi
Ehsan. Maulvi Ehsan, an Afghan national living in Charsadda's Umarzai area was not present at
the time and could not be taken into custody. However, area residents claimed he had been picked
up by intelligence personnel a few days ago. DPO Shafiullah did not comment on the claims.
Police conducted an intelligence-based raid on the mosque. "They were apparently planning some
big terrorist activity," Shafiullah said.

aNE 0 Yo R (oL (IS RIS (-1 Ml WEB DESK: The armed forces are the most trusted institution in the country with an approval
institution in Pakistan: rating of 75%, according to a nationwide survey carried out by Pakistan Institute of Legislative
survey Development and Transparency (PILDAT). The survey shows the Supreme and High Courts of
The Express Tribune, October 20 Pakistan are the second most trusted institutions with an approval rating of 63% while print and
2015 ’ ¢ electronic media also generated high approval ratings of 55 % and 54% respectively. The National

Assembly was characteristic of an Approval Rating of 49%, followed by the Civil Courts (Lower
Courts) at 43%. The Election Commission of Pakistan was able to earn an approval rating of 37%.
In contrast to the armed forces with the highest approval rate, police had the lowest at 32%. Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif emerged as the most popular political leader with an approval rating of 75
per cent, according to the survey.

The survey conducted on the completion of the second year of the current parliament and the
provincial assemblies shows that Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif is not far behind his
brother with an approval rating of 72 per cent. PTI chief Imran Khan drew an approval rating of 49
per cent, while MQM chairman Altaf Hussain polled 13 per cent of the 3,231 respondents from a
cross-section of incomes living in rural and urban areas of all the four provinces. Around 27 per
cent of the respondents of the PILDAT survey approved the leadership of Asif Zardari. PML-Q
chairman Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain earned 19 per cent approval while ANP chief Asfandyar Wali
followed with 18 per cent approval.

Army, FC soldiers' WEB DESK: Army chief General Raheel Sharif said on Tuesday the indomitable courage of army
indomitable courage and Frontier Corps (FC) soldiers is the bedrock of the ongoing Operation Zarb-e-Azb. “Indomitable

. courage of Army and FC soldiers has been the bedrock of Zarb-e-Azb,” the army chief said, during
bedrock of Zarb-e-Azb: his visit to FC headquarters in Balaisar, Peshawar. “The COAS has reviewed new manpower and
Gen Raheel equipment inductions to build FC’s capacity, directed to ensure merit in selection and training to
The Express Tribune, October 20, remain effective institution,” DG ISPR Lt-Gen Asim Saleem Bajwa tweeted quoting the army chief.
2015 Further, General Raheel paid rich tributes to the achievement of the armed forces. The army chief

also lauded the role of security agencies and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Police which, he said,
courageously braved onslaught of terror and rendered sacrifices in the fight against terrorism.

General Raheel also stressed the need to work for close coordination, better border management
on both sides of Pak-Afghan border as pre-requisite for long term peace in the region. Islamabad is
calling for the early resumption of stalled reconciliation process in order to find a political solution to
the lingering conflict in Afghanistan. Operation Zarb-e-Azb was launched on June 15 last year
following a brazen attack on Karachi airport — that signalled the collapse of the government’s
peace talks with the outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan. Meanwhile, the army chief visited the
Balahisar Fort in Peshawar and met the FC personnel there.

Pak-Saudi anti-terror ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Saudi Arabia on Monday began two-week-long joint anti-terror
exercises kick off exercises at the National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC) in Pabbi tehsil near Jhelum. The joint
exercises cod enamed al Shihab-1 will focus on the joint anti-terrorism training of the special forces
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of Islamabad and Riyadh, a statement issued by the army’s media wing, Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), said. “The exercise aims at affording an opportunity to explore new avenues of
cooperation to fight terrorism and enhance skills,” the communiqué added. Commander Mangla
Corps Lieutenant General Umar Farooq Durrani witnessed the joint field training exercise and
lauded their professionalism and hard work.

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have longstanding defence and security cooperation and they held war-
games in the past. But this is the first time the two countries are holding joint anti-terror training.
The development comes months after relations between Islamabad and Riyadh were strained over
Pakistan’s refusal to join the Saudi-led coalition against the Houthi rebels in Yemen. The oil-rich
kingdom had sought both material and manpower for its campaign but Pakistan’s parliament voted
against the demand causing an unusual hiccup in ties with the key Arab country. But the
participation of 57-member Saudi Special Forces contingent in joint anti-terror exercises suggests
that relations between the two countries are gradually returning to normalcy. NCTC is Pakistan’s
first state of the art facility with large capacity to impart quality training to troops for combating
terrorism in all kinds of terrain.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has expressed deep concern after Shiv Sena activists scuppered
cricketing talks with India in Mumbai on Monday. In a statement, the foreign ministry spokesperson
said Pakistan has taken serious note of the increasing number of violent protests aimed at
disrupting scheduled events in India involving Pakistani nationals. “Cancellation of the meeting
between the PCB chairman and his counterpart in Mumbai, due to the protests by an extremist
organisation, is the latest in a series of such incidents that have taken place in the recent past,”
Qazi Khalilluah said. “Effective measures are required to prevent continuous recurrence of such
incidents in India,” he stressed. The series of violent protests against Pakistani nationals comes at
a time when relations between Islamabad and New Delhi are at their lowest point in recent years.
Officials in Islamabad are now concerned about the safety and security of the Pakistan cricket
team when it plays in the World Twenty20 world cup, scheduled to take place in India early next
year.A source says the government will take up this issue with India before deciding on whether to
send the team for the tournament.

Rashid concerned

Minister for Information Pervaiz Rashid has expressed concern over the rise of Hindu extremists,
particularly members of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and Shiv Sena who have
launched an anti-Pakistan and anti-Muslim tirade in India. In a statement condemning Monday’s
incident, he said that the harassment of PCB chief, board member speaks volumes about the
rising anti-Pakistan sentiments in India. He also expressed shock and surprise over threats to
Pakistani umpire, Aleem Dar.

KARACHI: Killings and violence in Karachi decreased by 26 per cent in September 2015 as
compared to August, says a report by the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP). In
September, 126 people died or were killed due to violence in the city while in August, the figure
stood at 171. Last year the statistics were much worse. Around 231 people became victims of
violence in September 2014. Meanwhile this year, the killings have decreased overall. Twenty-
three people became victims of targeted killings in September as compared to August’s figure of
32. Last month, 24 dead bodies were found, two policemen were killed and six became victims of
the Lyari gang war. Moreover, eight people were abducted and found dead, three political activists
were killed while one was killed in sectarian violence.

Compared to August, the number of people being killed by law enforcement agencies in
encounters or in custody also decreased. In August, 56 people died while in September, the
number dropped down to 29. The September figures also show a decline in the number of women
and children killed in the city. Six women were killed in September as compared to 12 in August,
while nine children were killed in September as compared to nine children in incidents of abduction
and killing, and murder due to enmity.

KARACHI: The Sindh government has decided to recruit 6,000 traffic police personnel to
streamline traffic management and provide better traffic services to the people of the city. It has
also decided to expedite work on the BRT projects. In this connection, a groundbreaking ceremony
for the Orange Line would be performed by the Sindh chief minister on Nov 5. Besides, the
government has finalised all codal formalities and decided to enter into an agreement with partner
organisations to implement Yellow Line with a length of 23 kilometres and also to bring 100 new
Daewoo buses on the roads to start the intercity bus transit projects in November. These decisions
were taken at a meeting presided over by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah at CM House
on Monday to improve traffic management and traffic facilities to the people of Karachi. Sindh
minister for transport Mumtaz Jakhrani, inspector general of Sindh police Ghulam Hyder Jamali,
principal secretary to CM Alumuddin Bullo, transport secretary Tauha Farooqui, Karachi
commissioner Shoaib Siddiqui, traffic DIG Dr Ameer Shaikh and officers of the line department
attended the meeting. Speaking on the occasion, the chief minister directed the traffic police
officers to fully implement the traffic laws and exercise their powers to ensure smooth traffic flow in
the city. He agreed to amend the traffic laws where weaknesses were pointed out.

Bus projects for intercity routes planned

He said a bill for the establishment of the Sindh mass transit authority was ready, which would be
tabled in the next session of the Sindh Assembly. Referring to the traffic issues raised by
participants in the meeting, including illegal parking, encroachment on roads, illegal traffic den in
the city, standardising traffic signals, segregating heavy traffic by allowing it only at specific time
and routes, he said imposing fines on traffic violators were the issues which could be resolved
administratively by the traffic police. The chief minister told the traffic police not to allow heavy
vehicles in the city during business hours and segregate their routes and allow them to operate
only at midnight. Responding to low strength of traffic police, he approved the proposal for the
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recruitment of 6,000 more traffic police personnel to enhance their strength to meet the increasing
requirement of vehicular traffic in the city. He also took serious notice of killing of traffic police
personnel and directed the Sindh police inspector general to ensure foolproof security, and provide
bulletproof vests, helmets and weapons to traffic constables and depute more than one personnel
at a site. The CM also approved the proposal for introducing automation traffic management &
control system in Karachi and asked the traffic DIG to work out and submit a PC-I scheme in detail
for implementation.

Earlier, Karachi DIG for traffic Dr Ameer Shaikh, while briefing the meeting on traffic problems in
the city, said that 3.9 million vehicles were registered in Karachi, of which 23,000 buses were
running on different routes. He said there were 166 traffic signals being controlled by five different
administrative organizations, and added that some of them were out of order. He said 900 new
vehicles daily and 20,000 a month were being added to Karachi, creating traffic congestion.
Besides, “we have 3,000 traffic police personnel against 3.9 million vehicles against the same
strength in Lahore for its 2.6 million vehicles.” Transport secretary Tauha Farooqui, briefing the
meeting, said that paperwork on the Orange Line project of 4.7km length, totally funded by the
Sindh government, had been completed and was ready to start work with the groundbreaking
ceremony on Nov 5. Mr Farooqui further said that the project of Yellow Line with 23km length and
intercity bus transit project to bring 100 Daewoo buses were also ready to sign agreements in next
month. Transport minister Mumtaz Jakhrani said that due to normalisation of law and order in the
city not only the traffic volume had increased but it had also attracted private investors. He said at
present a group of investors was in negotiating with his management to bring 50 air-conditioned
and 50 non-AC buses on the roads of Karachi.

QUETTA: At least 11 people were killed and 22 others injured in an explosion inside a passenger
bus at Quetta’s Sariab Road on Monday evening. Police Surgeon Dr Noor Baloch confirmed the
deaths, saying eight of the injured are said to be in critical condition. IG Balochistan Almish Khan
said the bomb was a time device and planted on the roof of the overcrowded bus. “It weighed four
to five kilogrammes,’ he told The Express Tribune. “Most of the victims were sitting at the
backseats when the the device exploded,” Mohammad Idress, an injured person told the media at
Civil Hospital. Passengers in the front row suffered minor injuries, he added.

Being the last bus to travel to the commercial district during the day, the bus was overcrowded with
passengers on the rooftop as well. Many among the dead were on the roof, who suffered deep
splinter wounds.Meanwhile, Balochistan Chief Minister Abdul Malik Baloch has strongly
condemned the attack. “I have imposed emergency at hospitals to cope with the situation,” he told
the media. He termed the explosion a sad incident in which daily wage labourers were targeted.
“We will chase the terrorists and bring them to justice,” he said, while directing all the doctors to be
on duty and attend the patients. No group has so far claimed the responsibility of the attack.

In an upcoming meeting in London, Pakistan’s security czar is likely to discuss with the British
government how the two countries could cooperate for a counterterrorism programme. “The two
countries seek to engage extremists in anti-extremism schemes as part of a raft of new measures
to cope with rising extremism in both countries,” said an official. After discussing Pakistan’s
National Action Plan (NAP) with the US administration, Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan
will leave for London to take up the issues of disgruntled Baloch leaders, the Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (MQM) chief and counterterrorism programmes. Nisar and National Security Adviser
Sartaj Aziz will give a detailed presentation in Washington on NAP, Operation Zarb-e-Azb, India’s
alleged involvement in Balochistan’s affairs, the stalled Pakistan-India talks and the Afghan peace
process. The interior minister and Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif are scheduled to leave for their
three-day US trip on Monday. The premier is slated to meet President Barack Obama at the White
House to discuss the looming threats from the ultra-extremist Islamic State and other regional
issues.

Nisar’s key visit comes weeks after Chief of Army Staff Gen Raheel Sharif met UK’s senior civilian
and military leadership in London to explore ‘how the UK could help Pakistan fight insurgency’. The
interior minister’s visit is expected to focus on deradicalisation, soft laws, countering extremism
and terrorism, elements of NAP and the role of international non-governmental organisations
operating in Pakistan. Nisar, who is scheduled to reach London on October 24, would also update
his British counterpart and other officials on MQM chief Altaf Hussain’s ‘derogatory speeches’ and
Baloch Liberation Army chief Hyrbyair Marri’s statements about Balochistan.

Lt Gen Janjua next NSA

The government will soon appoint Lt Gen (retd) Nasir Janjua as the new, full-time NSA, officials
said on Sunday. “The army chief feels that Aziz's attention is divided,” said a military source. A
senior official at the PM’s Office said Janjua’s imminent appointment as NSA was aimed at
handling the insurgency in Balochistan and engaging disgruntled leaders — something the general
has vast experience of during his two-year stint as head of the Southern Command. Former
federal secretary Lt Gen (retd) Talat Masood termed it a positive development. “The two
governments can cooperate to fight their common enemies (extremism and terrorism). British
authorities have realised the importance of Pakistan’s experience in deradicalisation.” He said the
UK could also play a major role in persuading the Baloch dissidents residing in London to join the
reconciliation process. Regarding a possible meeting of any government functionary with the
disgruntled leaders abroad, he said: “It is very much possible.” To resolve the issue, a ‘direct
meeting has to take place’.
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DETAILS

KARACHI: The provincial health authorities on Friday confirmed the death of a woman suffering from
mosquito-borne haemorrhagic fever at a government hospital in the city.With more than 2,500 people
in Sindh afflicted with dengue virus thus far this year, the death toll has reached seven.Nighat, 42,
was admitted to a government hospital five days ago where she died on Friday.“She was the seventh
dengue victim to die this year in Sindh,” said a senior official in the provincial health ministry.The
victim, a resident of Shah Faisal Colony, was brought to the hospital in a precarious condition, said
the officials.So far, officials said, 2,517 cases of dengue virus had been reported from across the
province.

ISLAMABAD (Staff Report) — As many as 30 windmill power projects, that will generate 1760 MW
electricity, are being perused by Alternative Energy Development Board, said Ministry of Water and
Power on Sunday. According to a statement the government is taking necessary measures for
development of renewable energy and various projects are being implemented in collaboration of the
private sector. An investment of more than one billion dollars has been made in wind energy sector
during the last two years, to build thirty wind power projects with 1760 MW capacity.Another three
wind power projects of 149.5 MW electricity have already achieved commercial operation and are
supplying electricity to national grid. Meanwhile in the solar energy sector, thirty-one projects with
999.6 MW capacity have been initiated.Apart from this around 1500 to 2000 MW of biomass power is
expected to be generated in the next three years.

“Petty” criminals of the past have been upgrading the tricks of their trade in the digital world, it seems.
While governments and celebrities of the advanced nations worry about the “hackers” who steal
official secrets or personal information, the cybercriminals the Rawalpindi police caught this month
were skimming money from banks.They were a team of two and did not really rob the banks. They
went after the banks’ clients who used digital cards to withdraw cash from their bank’s ATM —
automatic teller machine. Since banks insure their money against theft, they could care less about
the plight of a robbed customer until he raised hell, if at all he detected the balance money in his
account had dwindled without any reason.Osama Qazi, a university student, couldn’t afford Rs10,000
going missing from his bank account. “I met the bank manager. He didn’t look much interested in
redressing my complaint initially. But when | said | will refer the matter again to the State Bank of
Pakistan, the bank started investigating,” he told Dawn.It was discovered that the amount was
withdrawn from a Blue Area branch of the bank using a bogus ATM card.“Eventually, | got my stolen
money back after about four months,” Osama said. “I am very careful about checking my balance
after withdrawing money from the ATM and advise same to my friends.”Still the cybercrime was not
reported to the police. “Victims don’t approach police because cyber robbers are faceless and have
no identity and the banks don’t because they don’t feel the loss,” said a police officer.However, the
latest such crime reached the police on October 9 when the manager of the Kalma Chowk branch of
Askari Bank got suspicious of a man seemingly struggling with some device inside an ATM cubicle.

Police mounted a watch at the place and next morning found two men arriving there around 7:30am.
While one went inside the cubicle, the other waited outside. Police and the bank’s security guards
pounced upon the man inside. As they dragged the suspect out, the police said, his accomplice
started firing, badly wounding the suspect.However, police caught the shooter and moved his
wounded mate to a hospital. According to a police statement, the suspect died on October 14,
without uttering a word to police.His detained accomplice gave his name to police interrogators as
Alderman Stephen, a Romanian national, and his own as Wasim Aftab, a Pakistani national residing
in the posh Westridge locality of Rawalpindi. On October 19, Romanian embassy officials collected
Stephen’s passport from the police and removed his body to a morgue for transporting it to his
homeland.Although he didn’t or couldn’t “utter a word” about his role in the heist of “millions of
rupees” over the past five years, police said Aftab spoke high about the skills of his partner in
crime.Inspector Jhangeer Bhatti of the R.A.Bazaar police investigating the case said that in fact Aftab
stated that he was so impressed with Stephens skills during a visit to the United Kingdom that he
invited him to a partnership in the hunting land of Pakistan.Together they skimmed loads of money
from ATMs. Some of it was transferred abroad.Inspector Bhatti said the skimmer device that police
recovered from the last ATM machine Stephen was working on is being analysed by the cybercrime
wing of the Federal Investigation Agency.“They stole millions of rupees from more than six banks in
Rawalpindi and Islamabad during their claimed five-year stint,” the officer said.What the police are
interesting in digging out, though, is how much exactly they stole and what part of it was transferred
abroad — and to whom.

ISLAMABAD: All three major public hospitals of the twin cities remained on high alert during the
ninth of Muharram to deal with any untoward situation.Doctors at the Pakistan Institute of Medical
Sciences (Pims) were on call, and over 100 bags of blood and over 20 extra beds were arranged in
the emergency department of the hospital.Similar initiatives were taken at the Polyclinic Hospital,
Holy Family Hospital, Benazir Bhutto Hospital and District Headquarter Hospital, Rawalpindi and will
continue to be on high alert today (Saturday).Meanwhile, most of the health staff working for dengue
prevention and control in Rawalpindi faced immense problems due to closed roads, shortage of
public transport and suspension of cellular services.

RAWALPINDI:The toll of patients affected from deadly dengue virus in Rawalpindi yesterday
reached 2,500 in Rawalpindi as another 70 patients were admitted in various hospitals. Due to the
rising number of patients, beds and paramedical staff have fallen short. Patients admitted in hospitals
include a large number of children and women. Doctors, on the other hand, have directed the
patients to refrain from coming to hospital as the staff is on leave due to Muharram vacations. At least
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three people have lost their lives due to mosquito-borne viral disease in the past 24 hours in Lahore,
Multan and Rawalpindi. Meanwhile, six individuals have died in Karachi as a result of the disease
whereas in 11 districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, number of dengue patients has escalated to 1,339.

In Rawalpindi, the district administration has strictly directed people to take precautionary measures
to restrict further number of patients.Anti-dengue campaign was also launched in Punjab but no
significant results were taken.Keeping in view the current dengue outbreak, ministers have geared up
and have started preparing further strategies in this regard.The people have been advised to use
mosquito nets and insect repellents and to avoid storing water in open pots where the larvae can
breed.

ISLAMABAD: Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) has responded to the letter of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) concerning petroleum prices. The letter says that government is charging
around 18 to 34 rupees per liter on petroleum products.According to details, PTI had written to OGRA
seeking details of the import prices of the petroleum products and the details of taxes on them. The
letter by OGRA in response says that the government receives custom duty from the consumers. It
says that the government receives Rs. 3.75 per liter of diesel and Rs. 0.89 per liter of petrol as
custom duties.OGRA's letter says that the import price of petrol is Rs 39.94 per liter while the price in
the market is Rs. 73.76 per liter. Similarly, diesel's import price is Rs. 40.54 and government has set
the price at Rs. 84.04 per liter.The letter also says that kerosene’s import price is Rs. 38.43 but
government is charging the price at Rs. 57.14 per liter. PEW criticises SNGPL move for 47 per cent
tariff hikeThe Pakistan Economy Watch (PEW) on Friday criticised SNGPL for its effort to get gas
tariff increased by 47 per cent and asked Ogra to turn down the application. SNGPL is least
concerned about plight of masses and the business community and all it want is increased profit to
please influential shareholders, said Dr Murtaza Mughal, President PEW.He said that Ogra should
turn down the request as upward revision in price in the winter will hurt masses and bring down the
industrial units using gas due to increased cost of doing business.Dr Murtaza Mughal said that
SNGPL is already earning 17 percent profit and minting illegal money in LNG distribution which has
jeopardised government plans to enhance use of LNG as motor fuel and generate power through it.
He said that Ogra has announced reduction in LNG prices on October 7th but the gas companies are
still resisting it therefore it could not be implemented which is against the national interests.He noted
that Ogra has allowed gas companies to receive 4 percent additional amount from consumers on
account of gas theft and losses but SNGPL continue to take 11 percent as UFG which is illegal.
SNGPL has also received around Rs 10 billion form CNG operators for providing LNG which is highly
illegal which must be refunded.

Terrorism and polio have had crippling effect on Pakistan’s image abroad, hence both have been
declared national emergencies. Polio had paralleled the former in the larger narrative of our failings in
a hostile global environment. Polio may be only one of many other vaccine preventable diseases, but
its eradication has a symbolic effect for countries signatory to the UN Millennium Development Goals.
Failure to do so reflects poorly on the capacity and performance of a state. One of last three polio
countries in the world, Pakistan had to achieve the objective and do so quickly.There were two routes
to achieving polio eradication Pakistan. The first was about implementing the National Emergency
Action Plan (NEAP 2015), worked out in meticulous detail, in letter and spirit. The second part was
exploring workable innovations that help achieve the objective in short span of time.As part of NEAP
implementation, the setting up of Emergency Operation Center in the provincial Health Directorate
was the first milestone. The center was conceived to be an integrated control unit for polio eradication
with government and international partners working under one roof, led by the former. As an
organizational model, developing a viable team from a diverse range of human resource, coming
from different organizational cultures, was one challenge, inspiring them to perform to their true
potential was the other. In simple words, this was a test of government leadership. In Human
Resource support arrangements for EOC, whenever requested by partners, the government support
in selection panels rendered a qualitative impetus to identification of professionals through a complex
yet transparent process. This contributed a great deal towards achieving the NEAP objectives.This
was also a new experiment in governance in which the programme leader, inevitably from
government side, was expected to turn the organizational diversity into a mutually contributing
strength. Skeptics and cynics argued otherwise. A year down the line, the EOC Punjab has all the
answers to its critics. The innovative model has been successful and provides an example to other
departments. Enriching the system with talented mid-career professionals can be immensely
beneficial for better service delivery.The second challenge was the introduction of innovative
approaches, in sync with developments in larger spheres of our times and customised to local needs.

The SlAs could not continue forever; Punjab needed to boost our routine immunization.
Punjab’s Routine Immunization coverage was well below its neighbors only a year back. Besides, the
accuracy of data on coverage was also not reliable. For this the provincial EPI program conceived an
android-based system to assess and monitor the performance of vaccinating staff. The Punjab
Information Technology Board developed this application named E-vaccs, introduced initially for data
and record sharing. The E-vaccs coverage was incorporated as a main indicator in the Chief Minister
Roadmap’s monthly progress review. The application was then further developed and now the E-
vaccs-2 after a successful pilot has been upscaled to the whole province. The Global Alliance for
Vaccination and Immunization and International Monitoring Board in London lauded Punjab for
pioneering the use of technology in immunization. The application has become a reference for
Pakistan and Punjab has been approached by western some countries who are keen to understand
the working of this innovative model.Within a year, Punjab has been able to increase its routine
immunization coverage to above 70 per cent, rising from 55 per cent less than a year ago. In many
other developments, Punjab has introduced injectable inactivated polio vaccine and the switch from
bOPVG to tOPV is due in April 2016.

In 2014, Punjab accounted for just 4 cases out of a total of 306 in the country. In the year 2015, there
has been only one case so far out of a total of 38 in the country, an under-nourished 71-month old
child in Chakwal, who escaped disability because of over 12 immunization doses. But statistically,
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that's stands as a polio case.Migrant and mobile population remains Punjab’s biggest problem.
Hundreds of thousand of travelers move in and out of Punjab to reservoir areas in other provinces all
through the year. Then there are seasonal migrants in bordering areas who come for a short time.

SUELEVES I CET-CRC BEIWA LAHORE - Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has set up a committee for preparing
education recommendations for imparting quality education to the kids. The committee, headed by Provincial
The Nation, October 24, 2015 Minister for Education and Chief Secretary, has been directed to furnish the recommendation with
seven days. Addressing a high level meeting yesterday, the chief minister said the training of
teachers on modern lines is of vital importance for promotion of quality education. A comprehensive
training programme for teachers should be evolved for harmonizing them with the modern needs, he
ordered. He was presiding over a meeting yesterday which considered various proposals for
promotion of quality education in schools and provision of modern training to the teachers. The CM
directed that efforts should be made on emergent basis for promoting quality education and teachers’
training.He said that children of the common people have as much right over quality education as
those of the elite and Punjab government will ensure this right. PU organises training workshops:
Punjab University Career Counseling & Placement Centre has organized training workshops on
“International trends and challenges for students in future, CV writing and Job applications” at
Institute of Agricultural Sciences (IAGS) and Department of Microbiology & Molecular Genetics
(MMG). Chairman CCPC Dr Abdul Qayyum Choudhary, Director IAGS Dr Saleem Haider,
Chairperson MMG Dr Anjum Nasim Sabri and a large number of students were present on the
occasion. In this address Dr Abdul Qayyum Choudhary shed light on the topic and said that due to
education friendly policies of Dr Mujahid Kamran, we have been able to organize such academic
activities.Career Development Officer Navid Ahmad Khan trained students about CV writing.Later, Dr
Saleem Haider and Dr Anjum Nasim Sabri lauded the efforts of CCPC for arranging fruitful
workshops for students.

Rain water pools in LAHORE: “The area we live in lies lower than surrounding areas so it gets flooded every time there is
Rewaz Garden’s streets, heavy rainfall,” Imran Sikander, a resident of Rewaz Garden, says. The rainwater then remains
water tanks remain dry stand!ng for days so that the area is cut off from its SLllrround.ings, he sayg.Sikgndgr, yvho owns a
The Express Tribune , Octobér shop in the area, says he hopes the local government will help improve the situation in his area. “We
23 2015 ¢ know most of these people who are contesting the elections,” he says. “Knowing your representatives

’ makes it easier to voice your concerns to the leaders at the top.”"Chaudhary Muhammad Shabbir,
another resident of the union council, says their problems are pretty much the same as other areas.
“What we need is someone committed to addressing those problems.” He says availability of safe
drinking water is a major concern. Rewaz Garden was earlier a part of the larger Union Council
81.Voters in the area expect a close competition between three candidates for chairman and vice
chairman.

Former nazim from the area Khalig Ahmed Bultt is running as an independent candidate with the hut
as his election symbol. He is affiliated with the Jamaat-i-Islami but is not contesting the election from
the party’s platform.Anees Ahmed Lodhi, the PML-N candidate for chairman, says he is aware of the
problems in the area. “I live here and have grown up here.” Lodhi says he would try and get more
tube wells installed to provide safe drinking water and would also get old sewerage pipes changed.
“One of the reasons why rain water remains standing here is because the drain pipes in the area are
old,” he says.Lodhi, a property dealer, has earlier won the local government elections twice.The PML-
N candidate for vice chairman is Muhammad Arshad Chaudhry.“The PML-N’s representatives have
not solved any of our area’s issues in the past few years,” Muhammad Nawaz, the PTI candidate for
chairman, says. The water filtration plants are old and supply of water often halts at 5pm. He says the
PML-N leadership does not care about such problems. “This is Nawaz Sharif's area but he hasn’t
visited it once after winning.” Nawaz runs a flour business. He was elected a general councillor from
the area in 2001 and 2005.The PTI's candidate for vice chairman is Arshad Nawaz.

Muharram duties: RAWALPINDI: The district administration on Thursday cancelled the leaves of staff working as part
Dengue teams, hospital of the ongoing anti-dengue campaign during Ashura holidays. The announcement was made by
staff on call Commissioner Rawalpinid Zahid Saeed. “All staff would remain on their respective duties on Friday
and Saturday,” he said. Around 800 field workers have been performing duties to check spread of the
deadly disease in various parts of the city and cantonments areas of Rawalpindi and Chaklala. In the
meantime, the Principal Rawalpindi Medical College and Chief of Allied Hospitals Professor Dr
Muhammad Umar has also cancelled leaves of all specialist, doctors and staff working in dengue
wards of the three allied hospitals during Ashura.

The Express Tribune , October
23,2015

Juices, lemongrass tea ISLAMABAD: Health experts have advised dengue patients to use fresh seasonal juices and lemon
help cure dengue grass tea as repellent to avert the disease."Dengue is a viral disease and its better treatment is use
SAMAA , October 23,2015 of fresh juices and lemon grass and mint plant,” said Director Health Services, Dr Hassan Urooj,
talking to PTV news.Dr Urooj said, as there is no specific medicine or vaccination for dengue, it can
be better treated by using juices and lemon grass while people should also grow mint plant and merry
gold flower in their houses to help boost immunity for fighting the virus.He quoted a recent research
by the young doctors in Rawalpindi and Islamabad and said, dengue patients should use papaya,
pomegranate, lemon, pineapple and guava, garlic, ginger juices and as they carry neutral
components and vitamins C which help cure dengue on a faster pace.He said dengue situation in
Rawalpindi, Multan, Lahore, Karachi, Khyber Pakhtunkhaw is worrisome and mostly the affectees are
children and women.Dr Hassan appreciated Holy Family hospial for better dengue treatment as it has
the latest equipments and a standard operating procedure (SOP) relating to receiving and handling of
the dengue patients.

He said dengue virus has two aspects one is pre-plan strategy and other is after dengue attack, and
added, we should use winter as a window period to clean dengue remains from affected places to
stop recurrence in upcoming summer.He said CDA has identified garbage and water blockage areas,
broken roads and places where larva of the dengue could flourish in summer also planning an action
to repair and clean these sites of dengue larvae.He said there are four kinds of viral infection of
dengue which are different from each other and their vaccination are also not effective for each other
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so the experts are working on making one joint vaccine to be used for all the four kinds of dengue
virus.He added there is no specific antibiotic for curing dengue virus patient except to shift the patient
to the hospital timely. — APP

BAHAWALPUR: Up to 200 laptops stored in the auditorium of the Islamia University, Bahawalpur,
were burnt to ashes on Thursday when a fire erupted there midday.A university press release said
the laptops had been stored there since 2011 and were not for students.The press release said that
according to a preliminary technical report, the capacitors of some laptops’ batteries burst and
caused the fire.Vice-Chancellor Prof Dr Qaisar Mushtaq rushed to the fire scene. The firefighters of
Rescue 1122 extinguished the fire. Dr Mushtaq constituted an inquiry committee to probe into the
fire.

KARACHI: Sindh Health Minister Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar has directed the administrations of
government hospitals not to charge fee from poor patients, instead it be paid from patients welfare
funds.This he said during his surprise visit to Civil Hospital Hyderabad. He got annoyed after
receiving a complaint that an amount of over Rs 50 was being charged for X-rays. He directed the
MS Civil Hospital Hyderabad to take action against those who were charging extra amount. He urged
the people to contact at his office Numbers 02199217347 and 02199217346 in case of any complaint
against any government hospital from 9am to 8 pm, adding that complaints would be addressed. He
told the people that government was spending billions rupees yearly on health sector and the people,
therefore, should get benefit of it and he would not tolerate any negligence in this regard. Dahar
added he would pay surprise visits to government hospitals to see for himself that what was going on
over there. He also asked all MSs of govt hospitals to make patient friendly environment in their
respective hospitals to facilitate the patients.’

KARACHI: Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) 8th board meeting on Thursday
decided to launch Rescue 1122 service to cope with emergencies in the city. The board meeting,
which was presided over by Minister for Rehabilitation Sindh Ali Hasan Hingorjo and all members and
provincial secretaries, regarding implementation of Sindh government initiated PC-I project of
Rescue-1122 proceedings and its aspects to establish for 20 million population metropolitan city from
2016. PDMA Director General Sindh Syed Salman Shah briefed the board members about the
agenda and its crucial plans ahead, which will come under the consideration and decisions in the
larger public interest. He told that the project hoped to fulfill the objectives after implementation and
laying foundation of rescue and relief operation. He said it was dire need for the metropolitan
population to face emergencies that keep surfacing off and on all issues he said. The Minister
Rehabilitation Hingorjo advised the Director General PDMA Sindh to keep the progress of
implementation according to the Board meeting to the objectives and facilities will be provided to the
citizens will be a laudable he said. Minister for Rehabilitation has announced that the after hectic
efforts and budget Sindh government will establish control room and all necessary equipments with
machinery would be purchased to launch Rescue-1122 project since 2016 he told. Meanwhile, water
scarcity worst hit the Karachi parts over 10 million population particularly Gulzar Colony Korangi. A
large number of population facing hardships due to factory areas, the water board authorities selling
them water and minting mines since long. The citizens have demanded of higher authorities
complained of acute water shortage in the area and take notice of selling tankers to the factories and
others.

LAHORE: Describing a reported move to destroy part of the General Post Office (GPO) building for
the Orange Train project as vandalism compounded by arrogance, the Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan (HRCP) has called upon the Punjab government to review the project and desist from
attacking the people’s basic right to preservation of their heritage. In a statement issued on Thursday,
the commission said, “All human rights activists and defenders of the people’s rights must have been
appalled at learning of new plans to destroy the heritage property in Lahore. It has been reported that
a part of the Lahore’s GPO building has been marked for demolition so as to provide space for the
Orange Train project. Earlier, the Punjab University teachers had raised their voice against the threat
to their property posed by the same project. It seems the provincial government has decided to
persist in its programme to destroy the character of the city after it won a questionable carte blanche
from the judiciary.” The statement further said, “Every student of history and culture knows that the
GPO building and some of the property targeted in Patiala Ground form part of people’s heritage and
the GPO is also a building protected under the law. The government must not forget that preservation
of culture and heritage is one of the people’s fundamental rights and no government can be allowed
to trifle with it. What is being done to Lahore amounts to vandalism compounded by arrogance.”
HRCP called upon the Punjab government to review the Orange Train project and other projects that
could damage or destroy historical premises and spaces and make a categorical and irreversible
commitment to ensuring due protection to and conservation of the heritage.”

LAHORE: Punjab Finance Minister Dr Ayehsa Ghous Pasha was chief guest at the seminar
organised by HelpAge International and Jaag welfare Movement. She informed that the government
has established Punjab Social Protection Authority, which is working to support vulnerable groups
including older people. She said that this authority will be a platform for coordination, as Rs 60 billion
are being allocated for social protection each year and 19 government departments are utilising this,
therefore, a platform was required to coordinate amongst these to avoid duplication. Moreover a
common database will be developed. She said that an impact assessment will be carried out as well.
She emphasised to work together with civil society, private sector and corporate sector for welfare of
older people. She said as a part of activities, 1200 rupees will be given every month to 80,000 older
people (aged 65 and above), and this number will be increased in coming days. She ensured that
soon Senior Citizens Bill will be presented in the parliament for approval. Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
MPA Dr Nosheen emphasised that geriatrics should be introduced in health system. Geriatrics wards
should be introduced in hospitals, she said. Moreover, as part of social protection, subsidised
medicines should be given to older people. Makhdoom Syed Nafeesu Hassan Bukhari, Chairman
Uch Sharif Trust, said that older people can play the role of light in the society, “We can see direction
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from them.” Prof Dr Munawar Sabir said, “We have to bring changes in our attitudes and older people
should live dignified lives at their own homes.”

Moreover he also highlighted that media should play its role for highlighting issues of older people. Dr
Soahil Anwar, Chief Executive Officer, Punjab Social Protection authority, informed that government
is taking special interest in introducing social protection for vulnerable groups. He said that more
initiatives will be taken in Health Department. Abdul Rub Farooqi, Executive Director Jaag Welfare
Movement welcomed the participants and said that Senior Citizens Bill Punjab is pending since three
years, it should be presented and approved as soon as possible. Two people celebrate their 60th
birthday around the globe every second, one in nine persons in the world is aged 60 years or above.
This will be increased to one in five by 2050. There will be older people than children under the age
of 15 years by 2050.Population ageing is a global issue now and world is experiencing a
demographic transition. This is happening faster in Asia and especially in South Asia. Pakistan is
sixth most populous country in the world. There are only fifteen countries in the world where
population of people of 60 years and above is more than 10 million and Pakistan is one of those
fifteen countries. It is estimated that 7 percent of the total population of Pakistan is over 60 with a
figure of 11.6 million and this figure will rise to 43.3 million by 2050, which will be around 16 percent
of the total population. This was shared by Waqas Ashfag Qureshi, Advocacy and Communications
Coordinator form HelpAge International. He said that Older People live precarious and vulnerable
lives due to weak livelihood strategies and their exclusion from existing provisions and entitlements
from government institutions. Older People being very unhappy with government social protection
provisions and their exclusionary and discriminatory policies.

Older people have already contributed throughout their lives, but they do not have any income
security or social protection in later age. People retired from government departments do have a
pension, and number of people falls in this category is less than 5 percent of total population of the
country. Therefore, majority of the population do not have any income security at later age, and most
of the older people are dependent on the society, which leads to many societal issues. Different
countries are introducing new legislations for protection of rights of older people, there is no
law/legislation for rights of older people in Punjab. The process was initiated back in 2012 on special
instruction of Chief Minister Punjab Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif, the bill was then formulated in
consultation with different government ministries. The bill was finalised in 2013 and since then it is
being pending to be presented in the Punjab Assembly. KP is now the only province where there is
an approved law for protection of rights of older people, this is called ‘Senior Citizen Act KP 2014’.
Now governments need to implement this law in its full spirit, as the law includes provisions of age
friendly services. Moreover, as per the law a senior citizen welfare council will be formed under
ministry of social welfare, and this council will work for protection of rights of older people and make
sure of age friendly services and their welfare. Government of Punjab has also initiated to develop
laws to protect older people rights. An ordinance titled “Punjab Senior Citizens Ordinance 2013” has
been drafted by Social welfare department in 2013, it was finalized after various consultations with
different stakeholders including government departments. But older people in Punjab are still waiting
that it will be presented in the parliament for approval.In Sindh the bill has been presented in the
Sindh Parliament last year, but it is still awaited for approval.Senior Manager Programs from HelpAge
International said that there is need to accelerate the legislation process and afterwards its
implementation, as older people is an asset of any society. And the societies who do not take care of
their elders usually left behind. As population ageing is becoming a global phenomena and number of
older people are increasing around the world including Pakistan, therefore the government needs to
plan now and start taking actions now to have an age friendly Pakistan in future.

ISLAMABAD: Dr Naim Rashid, an Assistant Professor in the Department of Chemical Engineering at
COMSATS Institute of Information Technology (CIIT), Lahore Campus, in the only Pakistani to have
won this year’s International Green Talent Award conferred by the Ministry of Education and
Research, Germany. This award is granted to young scientists (less than 32 years in age) who work
on developing ‘Green and Sustainable Technology’. All 27 winners from across the globe are offered
a two-week trip to get exposed to contemporary research in Germany. In 2016, a three-month
research stay in Germany will also be offered to the awardees for establishing research
collaborations and career development. “Being the recipient of this award is a matter of great pride to
the CIIT and myself too. | take this opportunity to thank the CIIT family for providing me a platform
where people are encouraged, motivated and supported to excel and master their inner abilities,”
said Dr Naim Rahid while sharing the news of winning the award with the CIIT management. CIIT
Rector Dr S M. Junaid Zaidi congratulated Dr Naim on winning the award and for bringing laurels to
the country and encouraged him to keep up the good work. Dr Naim Rashid’s research focuses on
bio-energy production from waste materials and microalgae. He is also aiming to develop technology,
such as microbial fuel cell, which can use microalgae for bio-fuels production, wastewater treatment
and electricity generation simultaneously.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) Burn Care Centre (BCC) Head Dr Mian
Tariq Igbal said on Thursday that the burn centre was managing more than 6,000 acute burn patients
annually for the last seven years. Since its inception in November 2007, total 49,357 patients were
treated till December 2014 in the centre, including 27,147 male while 221,210 female patients, he
added. He said that the burn centre was one of the best with provision of international standard
quality care in the country, reflected from the above-mentioned data regarding all acute burns which
were reported from the ICT. “We are also managing all patients from other cities and regional hospital
that follows our criteria available on website,” Dr Tariq said. As there is no such facility in the country,
the number of referral cases from other cities has increased many folds, he said. Tarig urged that
similar burn centres in all main cities of the country should be establishment.

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Health Department has hoped that the breeding of
dengue virus will be controlled by November 15, ICT Dengue Control Cell In charge Dr Muhammad
Najeeb Durrani said on Thursday. He said that the situation in the capital is under control as a total of
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controlled by mid 300 cases were reported so far out of which 50 cases from urban areas and 108 from the rural areas
November of the.IC'If,.whiIe 113 cases ha\(e begr} reported from Rawalpindi. The increa_se in dengue cases !n
Daily Times, October 23, 2015 the twin cities has alarmed public residing in the capital and asked for preventive measures. He said

? ¢ that a total 300 patients were registered in major government and private hospitals of the capital and
out of total 90 cases were admitted in PIMS, 30 in Federal Government Polyclinic, CDA hospital 12,
Shifa International 70, KRL 13, Holy Family 18 and Maroof International 18. Dr Durrani said that
dengue mosquito developing in the current season was basically sterile and it is not infective but can
be infective after biting the diseased persons. It puts the population of non-endemic areas at risk of
dengue epidemic, he added. He said that public awareness and vector control are important steps to
prevent, control and mitigation dengue adding that steps taken by the ICT, like ongoing surveillance
of hospitals and epidemic response were also part of a series of anti-dengue steps taken by the ICT
administration. The ICT administration has also mobilised local communities, fumigated streets and
houses, sprayed them with insecticides, disposed of solid waste and destroyed larvae of mosquito,
which caused dengue, he added. He added that dengue cases in the ICT hospitals are being
monitored on daily basis and after reporting of any case, the team of Health Department rush in to
the relevant area quickly and conduct target operation in 50 houses near effected area through
fumigation and residual spray while awareness campaign also initiate to guide the people.

Dengue Control Cell in charge said that information related to dengue patients is being collected on
regular basis from all hospitals with their completed address and data, enabling the Health Sector for
offering in time response. All-out efforts are being made to control the spread of the disease and
dengue cases, he highlighted. He said it can be controlled after taking preventive measures like solid
waste comprising trash of used bottles, disposable cups, lids, plastic utensils, toys, polythene bags,
stagnant ponds and puddles open water which attracting the female mosquito to lay eggs. High-risk
areas like graveyards, garbage dens, junk yards and tyre shops must be cleaned and monitored for
solid waste harboring any dengue mosquito larvae, he added. The ICT administration has also asked
all the hospitals for campaign of fumigation and insecticide residual spray in high-risk union councils
in which maximum number of cases were reported during some weeks ago. Private sector hospitals
has also been directed by the ICT for ensuring best clinical services and care to the patients seeking
dengue fever treatment. Dr Waseem from PIMS said that it is difficult to collect exact data of dengue
effected people as some people contact to the hospital just for checkup and if they diagnose then
they move to another hospital. He said that all major facilities are being provided to the patients in the
PIMS Hospital and record of dengue patients is also being maintained. This year so far the
Rawalpindi District has reported the highest number of dengue cases in Punjab. He said that critical
patients require an ultrasound to determine the thickness of gallbladder and liver.

Karachi: Dengue terror KARACHI (Dunya News) — Dengue fever on Friday, claimed the life of another woman in Karachi.
continues, another The toll of infected people has crossed the figure of 2450 in the current year. The latest prey of the

. dengue fever named Nighat, got admitted in Dow University Hospital Karachi a week ago. The 42-
woman died of fever years-old from Shah Faisal Colony area is the seventh to die of dengue so far. On the other side,
manager of Dengue Preservation and Control Program, Dr. Masood Solangi said that the number of
dengue patients is increasing rapidly. He said that in Sindh, most cases of the dengue fever are
surfacing from Karachi. Also read: Rawalpindi: 35 new cases of dengue surfaces The number of
dengue patients in Rawalpindi reached 35 on Thursday. A total of 2500 dengue fever cases have
been recorded this year. 22 years old Naeem who was admitted in Holy Family Hospital Rawalpindi,
also died on Thursday. Before Naeem, 8 other patients of dengue have been killed by the fatal fever.
Most dengue cases are surfacing from the Cantonment , Chaklala Board, Rawal and Pothohar Town
areas of Rawalpindi. Dengue virus is a disease caused by a family of viruses that are transmitted by
mosquitos. It is an acute illness of sudden onset that usually follows other symptoms such as
headache, fever, exhaustion, severe muscle and joints pain, swollen glands and rash. Other signs of
dengue fever include bleeding gums, severe pain in eyes muscles and red palms and soles. Dengue
stricken people with low level of immunity because it is caused by one of four serotypes of virus, it is
possible to get infected by dengue multiple times. However, an attack of of dengue produces
immunity for a lifetime to that particular serotype to which the patient was exposed. The virus is
contracted from the bite of a stripped Aedes aegypti mosquito that has previously bitten an infected
person. The mosquito flourishes during rainy seasons but can breed in water-filled flower pots, plastic
bags and cans, any time of the year because it survives in clean water. A single bite of the mosquito
can be enough to infect a person. The virus is not contagious and cannot be spread directly from one
person to the other. There must be a person-to-mosquito-to-another-person pathway. A
comprehensive anti-dengue campaign is being run to prevent the dengue virus from spreading in
Rawalpindi division.

Dunya News, October 23, 2015

[\ ETR72 10 MY Ted o T [ W o) (Yo [ [B WASHINGTON: The First Lady of Pakistan Begum Kalsum Nawaz Sharif attended a special
to work for girls' ceremony and cultural show that was hosted by her counterpart from the host country Michelle
- Obama in the White House on Thursday. It was also attended by prime minister's daughter Maryam
education S : e . el o A
Geo Tv. October 23. 2015 Nawgz who was invited by Mlch_e!le Obama fqr joining her in her global initiative for girls' education.
’ ¢ President Barack Obama also joined the ladies briefly. Michelle Obama and Maryam Nawaz also
addressed the gathering and expressed their resolve to work for girls' education worldwide. Michelle
Obama said that everyone should join hands and play their part in the development of women across
the world. She said that the US would provide funds provided to Pakistan for girls' education under
the Global Girls' Education Fund. Addressing Maryam Nawaz, the US First Lady said that she desire
that both of them form a strong partnership. "The US will be investing $70 million to educate
adolescent girls in Pakistan. With this funding, we're going to be building more than a dozen news
schools while rehabilitating hundreds of others. We're going to be setting up health screenings for
thousands of girls to ensure they're getting the medical care they need. We'll be funding skills-training
programs and college scholarships for girls. And, taken together, these efforts will reach 200,000 girls
in Pakistan," she said. Maryam Nawaz said that measures are being taken for legislation to the
education and empowerment of women in Pakistan. Women are the future of the country, she said,
adding that we need to pay special attention for girls' education. "Women world over, | think, are
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facing very uphill battles. And, | am no feminist, but | do not subscribe to the age-old stereotypical
concepts of gender. Because | believe in women, | believe in the power of women. | believe in their
brilliance. And | believe in their resilience," said the Pakistani prime minister's daughter. And | think
they're very resilient creatures because they fight on multiple fronts simultaneously. They're not only
fighting domestic battles, battles at the workplace, but they're also fighting mindsets," she said. The
US first lady appreciated Maryam Nawaz for her dedication and work for girls' education in
Pakistan.The functions were also attended by Maryam Nawaz's daughters Meharunnisa and
Mahnoor Safdar.

KARACHI: While presiding over a meeting at his office to review ongoing anti-polio campaign in eight
union councils of the city, Commissioner Karachi was informed, with given circumstances the polio
teams would be able to give drops to 200,000 children rather than the aimed 220,000 however the
remaining would be approached in the next round of campaign. According to a natification, it was
decided in the meeting, the health department, town health officers and police would continue to
undertake concerted efforts for effective anti-polio drive campaign and the cooperation of religious
leaders would also be sought to make the drive successful. On the occasion, Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui
said the polio drive requires maximum intra-departmental coordination to achieve desired outcome.

ISLAMABAD: Reduction of dengue virus transmission depends primarily on control of the mosquito
vectors and interruption of human—vector contact. Countries such as Pakistan, which are endemic for
dengue, must implement national preparedness plans that incorporate early warning systems, as well
as outbreak, vector and environmental surveillance. The establishment of laboratory diagnostic
support and established protocols for clinical case management are essential components of such
preparedness. These views were expressed by senior adviser Dr. Robert Fontaine from the US
Centers for Disease Control, Atlanta, during a technical session on dengue surveillance and control.
The session was organised Thursday by the Ministry of Health at the National Institute of Health in
collaboration with Pakistan Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Programme. The session
was attended by public health professionals, physicians and laboratory scientists representing the
public sector and the Pakistan Army. Dr. Fontaine elaborated that programmes for increasing
community awareness, together with social mobilisation, can serve as key elements towards control
efforts. “National partnerships involving government bodies, research institutions and the private
sector, as well as international collaborations can help strengthen national programmes for dengue
preparedness and response,” he added. Dr. Fontaine gave an overview of dengue epidemiology,
vector characteristics, and his observations regarding the ongoing surge in dengue cases in recent
weeks. The lecture prompted a frank discussion on various aspects of disease surveillance, detection
and outbreak/epidemic control strategies, with active participation by the attendees.

The tips that Dr. Fontaine offered are, by now, common knowledge in a country like Pakistan, which
has, in recent years, experienced multiple dengue outbreaks from different geographical areas since
the detection of the first outbreak in 1994. During last two decades, two major outbreaks were
reported from Pakistan; in 2005, over 6,000 cases with 52 deaths were reported from Karachi, while
during 2011, more than 21,000 cases occurred in Lahore, with 350 deaths. Between 2011-2014,
more than 48,000 laboratory confirmed cases were reported from across the country. “The increasing
number of dengue fever cases in Rawalpindi since September 2015 has created serious doubts
about the relevant ministry’s ability to control dengue. In spite of the Ministry of Health’s claims of
continuous monitoring of the situation and uninterrupted coordination between the federal and
provincial health departments and institutions for dengue response and control initiatives, the
situation is worsening with every passing day, and has in fact become a yearly phenomenon,” a
public health expert lamented, while underlining the need for stringent measures to prevent similar
outbreaks in the future. Dengue is an acute febrile viral illness caused by any of the four distinct but
closely related dengue virus (DENV) serotypes (called DENV-1, 2, 3, and -4). It is a mosquito-borne
viral disease that has rapidly spread during recent years. The dengue virus is transmitted by female
mosquitoes mainly of the species Aedes aegypti and, to a lesser extent, A. albopictus. It is a febrile
illness and symptoms appear 3-14 days after the infective bite. Clinical presentation can range from a
mild nonspecific febrile syndrome, to classic dengue fever or break-bone fever, or in the most severe
forms, like dengue hemorrhagic fever (DHF) and dengue shock syndrome (DSS).

K-Electric Limited, Pakistan and United States (US) Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC)
on Wednesday executed a commitment letter for a $250 million 10-year financing project. The OPIC
loan — to be facilitated by CitiBank — will be used by K-Electric to undertake a comprehensive and
transformative upgrade of K-Electric’'s power grid. It is expected that the K-Electric grid strengthening
project will significantly improve the reliability, stability and efficiency of the K-Electric power network
and increase K-Electric’s transmission system capacity by 33 per cent or up to 1000MVA, thereby
allowing it to deliver more electricity to customers. The signing ceremony held at the US Chamber of
Commerce, was witnessed by Finance Minister Ishaqg Dar who is accompanying Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif on his four-day official visit to Washington. Ishaq Dar expressed hope that K- Electric
would utilise the loan to effectively improve its transmission system and decrease loadshedding in
Karachi. The Finance Minister said that energy is among the PML-N government’s top priorities,
adding that the government is incentivising private sector investment in energy projects and also
initiating public sector energy projects.Earlier in October, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif vowed the get
rid of energy issues during his five year term. He said his ‘hard working’ team is making all efforts to
overcome the energy shortage by 2018.

ISLAMABAD (Staff Report) :National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) on Thursday
approved a cut of Rs 2.88 in per unit price of electricity. According to a statement the price reduction
has been announced in the wake of fuel adjustment price for September 2015. Due to decreased
prices of furnace oil the cheaper electricity was produced however the customers were charged at
the same rate this September, officials said. The electricity supplying companies collected an extra
amount of Rs 2500 billion which will returned to users in January 2016.The price reduction will be
applicable on customers who used 300 or more units of electricity in September this year.
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ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice Anwar Zaheer Jamali, hearing illegal water hydrants case in Supreme
Court Karachi Registry on Wednesday expressed dissatisfaction over the performance of
government institutions. The chief justice said, “The performance of public institutions is
disappointing.” A three-judge bench headed by Chief Justice Anwar Zaheer Jamali heard the case, a
news channel reported. During the hearing, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) MD
informed the court that the city was facing a shortage of 600 million gallons of water per day, adding
that IRSA should increase the quota. He went on to say that owing to non-payment of dues to
contractors engaged in installation of hydrants and supply of water through tankers, it was impossible
to immediately shut the illegal water hydrants. Over this, Justice Jamali said conversation of KWSB
MD shows water issue could not be resolved in the port city. He questioned from where the tankers
were getting water if there was shortfall in the metropolis. The court adjourned the hearing for 10
days and ordered provincial chief secretary, MD KWSB and other departments concerned to present
report in the case on the next hearing.

KARACHI: K-Electric in a meeting has decided that there will be an exemption of load-shed on the
9th and 10th of Muharram. The power utility had already announced that uninterrupted supply of
electricity was being provided from 6pm to 7am to more than 223 feeders located in areas where
Majalis and processions are taking place. In addition to this K-Electric has made available stand-by
generators which have been strategically placed at major locations in case there is an interruption of
electricity supply. In the end K-Electric would want its consumers to know that any power interruption
should not be voiced as load-shed. KE’s teams are on standby and are equipped with means to
overcome any localized fault.

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Health Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar has directed the health secretary to
ban all ex-Pakistan leaves of doctors because there is a shortage of doctors in the government
hospitals. He also directed them to fulfil the vacant vacancies of doctors especially, women medical
doctors in Civil Hospital Larkana and Badin. This he said while presiding over a meeting here in his
office on Wednesday. Secretary Health Dr Saeed Ahmed Mangnejo and Principal Lyari Medical
College Professor Dr Anjum also attended the meeting. Jam Mehtab said that Lyari Medical College
would be made exemplary college and it will cater to the needs of the youth of Lyari and other parts
of the province. Health Department will resolve all issues of the college. He directed the Principal to
ensure presence of all medical staff and tighten the security measures there. He assured the
principal that all required machineries and manpower would be provided. In the meeting the Minister
was informed that 19 Nursing Training Schools were being managed by Sindh Health Department
while 38 nursing training schools were being run by private management all over Sindh.

LAHORE: CEO of Dignosco, Pakistan, Ata Ur Rahman has said that due to the lack of counselling
experts in our educational institutions, a large array of scholarship and admissions opportunities are
left untapped. Upon addressing the attendees at a press meet, the Dignosco team added that most
universities in the US, UK and many other countries are willing to accept and fund international
students provided that their applications are on the standard with the rest of the student base. They
emphasized that due to a lack of a full-time dedicated group of counsellors provided to students
during high school, most are left without direction or guidance with regards to the ever-competitive
college admissions process. For this purpose, Dignosco took an initiative to counsel students from
the start of these admissions processes, he added. They went on saying that Dignosco also provides
counselling to students who can't afford expensive education in Pakistan as well as foreign
universities. They further claimed that through their counseling service, students have managed to
pay tuition fee of foreign universities lower than Pakistan's elite universities. If a student studies in a
university of United States, he has to bear Rs. 40 to Rs. 90 lac per year, but through their service,
their students are paying only Rs 3 to 10 lacs or even nothing in some cases, he observed. They
further commented that they select students only on the basis of their educational qualifications and
achievements rather than their statuses, they said adding that they have sent abroad on free charges
students belonging to Balochistan as they were unable to afford high fee of foreign universities. They
were of the view that due to improper counselling provided by educational institutions, the number of
Paksitani's visiting western countries has dropped as compared to neighboring countries. All leading
private educational schools, colleges and universities do not provide counselling to their students as
they believe that they are doing enough in this regard but actually they are doing nothing on
counseling students, they added.Yesterday's story was carried incorrectly and attributed to the wrong
quarters. Daily Times regrets the error and apologizes for any inconvenience caused to all
concerned.

ISLAMABAD: (Dunya News) — Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) has on Thursday
responded to the letter of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTIl) concerning petroleum prices. The letter
says that government is charging around 18 to 34 rupees per liter on petroleum products, reported
Dunya News. According to details, PTI had written to OGRA seeking details of the import prices of
the petroleum products and the details of taxes on them. The letter by OGRA in response says that
the government receives custom duty from the consumers. It says that the government receives Rs.
3.75 per liter of diesel and Rs. 0.89 per liter of petrol as custom duties. OGRA’s letter says that the
import price of petrol is Rs. 39.94 per liter while the price in the market is Rs. 73.76 per liter. Similarly,
diesel’s import price is Rs. 40.54 and government has set the price at Rs. 84.04 per liter. The letter
also says that kerosene’s import price is Rs. 38.43 but government is charging the price at Rs. 57.14
per liter.

PESHAWAR: Minister for Education Muhammad Atif Khan directed authorities of Swabi Model
School to focus on the standard of education and take steps to make the institute self-sufficient. He
issued these directives while chairing a meeting of the school’s board of governors in Peshawar on
Wednesday. The meeting was also attended by Education Secretary Ali Raza Bhutta and officials of
relevant departments. The school’s principal briefed the meeting about the facility’s performance and
highlighted some problems. He said the fee structure was less than half of other private educational
institutes and spoke of the school's excellent performance. He recommended an increase in
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teachers’ salaries which was approved by the board. The meeting also approved a boundary wall for
the school and the task of solving issues with the road was assigned to the Swabi deputy
commissioner.

Extra-curricular activity: FAISALABAD: School trips organised by private schools are going on unchecked by the Education

Schools trips being Department. In 2011, the Education Department had issued a regulatory notification in this regard.
: School administrations were required to seek permission from the Education Departments before

planned without ki ; ; o . ;

X aking students on trips. Fitness certificates for buses were required among other things before
Education Department permission was granted. The notification followed the September 26 incident in Kalar Kahar where 29
oversight students were killed when a bus skidded due to a mechanical failure and fell into a ravine. Talking to
The Express Tribune, October The Express Tribune, a private school principal who wished to remain unnamed said schools had
22, 2015 been unable for a while to send students on tours because the Education Department officers did not
grant permission for them. “The process became very complicated and dozens of permit requests
were denied. Education Department officers asked for bribes before they allowed it.” He said some
private schools had then devised a mechanism to dodge “unnecessary obstacles.” “School
administrations maintain contacts in the Education Department. If our buses are stopped for
checking, we call our contacts in the department who then facilitate us and let the trip continue
without a permit,” he said. He said the contacts often required bribes. Talking to The Express
Tribune, Regional Transport Authority Secretary Asif Naul said, “We are required to check buses and
issue fithess certificates before they are allowed to take passengers. The department has had a strict
policy against those found operating vehicles without such certificates.” He said the authority was not
empowered to permit school tours. “When schools seek fitness certificates for their vehicles, we
check the buses and give clearance,” he said. District Education Officer Bashir Zahid Goraya said he
was not aware of study tours being organised without permission from the department. “We take this
issue very seriously. There is a prescribed procedure for obtaining a permit for such trips. It must be
followed to the letter.” “If a school or college is found to have organised using commercial vehicles
without obtaining NOCs, we will take action against them.” He said the department had not received
complaints regarding study on account of faulty transport vehicles.

BISP to work for ISLAMABAD: BISP, being an equaliser, a sign of national integration and custodian of Pakistan's
education, health vulnerable strata of population, aims to provide facilities to its beneficiaries throughout the country on

through e-solutions
Daily Times, October 22, 2015

equal footings, BISP Chairperson Marvi Memon said on Wednesday. Keeping in view this context,
BISP needs to collaborate with ongoing development and social sector partners' initiatives for
establishing e-solution centres in all the regions of the country. Through these centres, BISP will be
able to arrange provision of facilities of education, health and employment to its beneficiaries even in
the remote areas. This was stated by Minister of State and Chairperson BISP MNA Marvi Memon, in
her address during the "Consultative Conference on IT based Innovative Solutions" here at BISP
Secretariat. The conference was attended by the representatives of Ministry of IT, NAVTTC, FBR,
World Bank, DFID, USAID, JICA, Aurat Foundation, NRSP, RSPN, PIDE, Telenor, Taaleem
Foundation, ILM Trust Pakistan, PRP, Muslim Hands, ECHO, HAP-Pak, HHRD, ARC, HRDN, ITA,
Pak-Turk Schools, Bilytica Pvt. Ltd and e-Health NexSource. The purpose of this conference was to
interact with the experts and organisations that have been successful in deploying innovative
Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) for providing swift solutions to social issues,
posing challenges to social protection.BISP aimed at learning the innovative solutions to education,
training, skills and primary health to design graduation strategies for BISP beneficiaries. Chairperson
BISP, while addressing the participants, appreciated their contribution in the welfare of the
marginalised segments of the society through the use of technology. She said that the donors and
philanthropists may benefit from BISP data for identifying the deserving persons. She also
announced that BISP, with the assistance of concerned organisations, will establish an e-clinic and a
Medi-bank at Bari Imam for BISP beneficiaries and other needy persons.

During the conference, two detailed presentations were given on e-schooling in tribal Balochistan and
telemedicine centres and Medi-banks by Taaleem Foundation and e-Health NexSource. The initiative
of e-schooling focused on innovative solutions for improving access and quality in mainstream
schooling. E-schooling provides education facilities and e-skills to the students of remote areas
through IT solutions as these areas are deprived of quality education and vocational trainings.
Telemedicine centres provide patients of far-flung areas, access to quality doctors and medical
facilities through video sessions. Thus, the use of technology helps in overcoming the issue of access
to quality education and healthcare in the country. An extensive discussion was also carried out in
the conference. The participants appreciated the role of BISP for the poor. It was deliberated that all
the organisations were working in different areas and directions and there was a need to pool their
efforts for welfare of downtrodden segments of the society. It was argued that an initiative like e-
Pakistan may be taken up under which all IT driven solutions to the problems prevalent in the country
may be brought together. Secretary BISP, Muhammad Saleem Ahmed Ranjha, on the occasion, said
that only dedication and coordination are required to bring change and adopt technology for the
benefit of underprivileged classes of the society. He assured the participants that follow up efforts of
this conference will be more concrete and result oriented.

Education in Punjab Punjab Chief Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday reviewed in detail the pace of progress of the
getting the makeover it Parho Punjab, Barho Punjab Programme under the Punjab Schools Reforms Roadmap, and decided
needs: Shehbaz to continue efforts for this purpose in a coordinated manner. Addressing the meeting, the chief
Pakistan. Today, October 22 minister said that the target of enrolling every child of the province until 2018 has been fixed and hard
2015 ’ ¢ work, determination and commitment is required for the achievement of this goal. He said that the

target of providing quality education to all boy and girl of the province also has to be achieved.
Similarly, he said that it has also been decided to enrol 2,500,000 male and female children by 2018,
under the voucher scheme of the Punjab Education Foundation. He directed that special attention be
paid to the training of teachers for the promotion of quality education in the province. He said that
besides the training of teachers on modern lines at tehsil and district level, refresher courses should
also be arranged. He said that there is also a need to pay attention to performance management.
Shehbaz Sharif directed that the provincial minister for education and secretary schools education
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take personal interest in the quality training of teachers. He said that funds would continue to be
provided by the provincial government for the promotion of quality education in the province. In a
separate meeting, Shehbaz Sharif said that useless sit-ins staged last year caused a huge loss to the
country and precious time of the nation was wasted through protest politics. However, he said that
180 million people of Pakistan would not allow anyone to undermine national interests through the
politics of anarchy, as they know who is serving them and who is creating hurdles in public welfare
projects. He said that the victory of Pakistan Muslim League-N in NA-122 has buried the allegation of
so-called rigging. He was addressing a meeting of assembly members and office-bearers of PML-N
Lahore. MNA Hamza Shehbaz was also present on the occasion. The chief minister said that the
historic Rs 341 billion Kissan Package has been given for the development of agriculture sector and
prosperity of small cultivators. He said that Khadim-e-Punjab Rural Roads Programme of billions of
rupees would bring a revolution in rural life. Shehbaz Sharif said that the target of provision of potable
water to the citizens would be achieved through implementation of Saaf Pani Project. The chief
minister said that metro bus service in Lahore and Rawalpindi-Islamabad has been widely
appreciated while metro bus project in Multan is being speedily implemented.

ISLAMABAD (Staff Report) — A number of power projects are near to completion and as a result
13000 MW of electricity would be added to the national grid by 2017. According to Radio Pakistan,
sources in Ministry of Water and Power have said that country would get rid of load-shedding by the
end of 2017 or in early 2018. “They said the country is presently facing an electricity shortfall of
5,000 MW,” the report further added. “Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif considers energy crisis as the
most important problem being faced by the country and has vowed to resolve the same on war
footings.” The report concluded that energy projects of up to 24,000 MW were currently under
process.

LAHORE: The newly appointed Rescue Punjab Director General Brigadier (r) Dr Arshad Zia said that
implementation of service structure and streamlining the overall Rescue 1122 are his main priorities.
He said that Rescue 1122 under the vision of the Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif is
establishing urban search and rescue teams in all nine divisions of the Punjab shall respond to any
disaster in future along with heavy machinery and modern emergency equipment. The director
general called on media personnel and pledged that his priorities would be implementation of service
structure, streamlining disciplinary issues, training, welfare of rescuers, revival of allowances,
allotment of vehicles, accommodation, extension of leaves and purchase and maintenance of
emergency equipment. He said that the room for improvement always remains at its place and in the
light of lesson learnt from debriefings of different major operations, the system would be streamlined
in future on all fronts. The Rescue 1122 DG said that he was working on welfare of the rescuers, as
such steps usually boost up the morale of the force. Meanwhile, the media personnel also gave
imperative suggestion for improvement and capacity building of emergency services and to
streamline the liaison with media in case of any emergency. Upon which, Rescue DG said that he
would come up with their aspirations and separate staff would be given to the Public Relations Wing
for coordination with media personnel very soon. He said that media was playing pivotal role and he
would too expect valuable suggestions from media in future. Human Resource Deputy Director Dr
Foaad Shahzad Mirza, Planning and Development Deputy Director Faheem Ahmed Qureshi, Finance
Deputy Director Naeem Mukhtar, Rescue 1122 Spokesperson Jam Sajjad Hussain, Head of
Operations Ayyaz Aslam, District Emergency Officer Dr Ahmed Raz and other senior officers here,
attended the meeting at Emergency Services Academy, Thokar Niaz Baig on Tuesday.

LAHORE: Government College University Lahore on Tuesday for the first time introduced the Pashtu
debates and made it a permanent feature of the university's annual internal debates to promote
national integration and cultural harmony. "Pashtu is the second largest regional language of
Pakistan and also has a very rich history, values and traditions, so the GCU Debating Society is very
proud to make Pashtu Debate part of its Annual Internal Debates," said GCU Debating Society
President Afzan Munir while announcing the results. The president proudly said, besides English and
Urdu, they also had Punjabi debates for the last many decades. "We received an encouraging
response from students. About 22 speakers participated in the initial rounds and six in the finals of
the Pashtu debate," he said, adding that they held the proceedings of the Pashtu Declamation in
Pashtu. Saad Khan, a student of English literature and resident of Charsadda District was
adjudicated the best Pashtu speaker. GCU Vice Chancellor Prof Hassan Amir Shah highly
appreciated the initiative of Debating Society to introduce Pashtu debates, saying that the GCU was
a mini-Pakistan where students from different ethnic and cultural backgrounds studied together and
also learnt from each other.

He said these debates in regional languages played vital role in cultural integration of students. He
hoped that the debating society would also hold debates in other language subject to the availability
of speakers. Salman Marwat, the chief organiser of Pashtu debates said that more than 500 Pashtu-
speaking students studied at the GCU and many of them had excellent oratory skills, but they often
felt hesitant to open up in early years of their education at the GCU due to language barriers. The
Pashtu debates would be the best platform for these Pashtun students. GCU Debating Society
General Secretary Raza Gillani said that the Society had plans to hold inter-universities competitions
of Pashtu debates in which orators from KP, Balochistan and tribal areas would be invited According
the result details, Amna Sohail was declared the best English speaker of the GCU Internal Debates,
while Ibrar Hussain and Fahad bin Fraz secured first positions in Punjabi and Urdu debates.
Meanwhile, Government College University Lahore Statistics Society on Tuesday celebrated World
Statistics Day and held a seminar, poster competition, and tribute to founder chairman of the
university's Statistics Department, Prof Sher Muhammad Chaudhry. GCU vice chancellor and GCU
Statistics Department In charge Jaffer Hussain also led on-campus walk from Postgraduate Block to
Science Block to highlight among students the importance of statistics in the light of the fact that
humans are living through a data revolution which is changing their world.Dr Muhammad Qayyum
from Punjab Agriculture Department, Dr Muhammad Azam of UVAS and GCU Psychology
Department In charge Dr Syeda Salma addressed the seminar on importance of statistics. The
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speakers said that better statistics meant better decisions and better lives.

Qaim orders Speedy KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah has directed Sindh Health Department to
completion of health expedite the completion of 113 health facilities that were launched in 17 districts and 41 talukas and
facilities

Daily Times, October 21, 2015

will cost Rs 16.13 billion. “The launching of such a large number of health services would be great
services to the people of Sindh. This he said while presiding over a high level meeting of Health
Department to review their development schemes here at CM House Tuesday. The meeting was
attended by Senior Minister for Finance & Energy Syed Murad Ali Shah, Minister for Health Jam
Mehtab Dahar, Chief Secretary Siddique Memon, AC (Dev) Aijaz Ali Khan, Principal Secretary to CM
Alamuddin Bullo, Secretary Finance Sohail Rajput, Secretary Health Saeed Mangnijo, Project
Director Dr Suresh, DG Health and other senior officers of health and P&D departments. Secretary
Health briefing the meeting said that over Rs 16.13 billion different schemes of up-gradation,
expansion and renovation of District Headquarters Hospital (DHQs), Taluka Headquarters hospital
(THQs) and establishment of 41 Trauma Centres have been launched. He said under the scheme Rs
4.5 billion expansion and improvement of DHQs in Badin, Shikarpur, Khairpur and Mithi have been
launched. “The work on Badin DHQ for Rs 1106.2 million has been completed by 96 percent. Only
final touch ups are being made,” he said added that the construction work of Shikarpur DHQ hospital
launched for Rs 942.94 million has been completed by 78 percent while the work of Khairpur hospital
launched for Rs 1610.067 million completed by 80 percent.

The chief minister said that work on these schemes have been delayed inordinately. “This is
intolerable and | want you to give me time line to complete the work”. On this the secretary health
assured the chair that by December 31 work would be completed. Senior Minister for Finance and
Energy Syed Murad Ali Shah told the chief minister that his department has already released Rs500
million. “Let them utilize the available funds and then more funds would be provided to them for
completion of the schemes,” he assured. Project Director of the schemes Dr Suresh said that the up-
gradation of THQ hospitals to the level of DHQs hospitals in Tando Mohammad Khan, Tando
Allahyar and Kotri have been launched for Rs1.5 billion, of them Rs824.677 million have been
released so far while the allocation of this year stands at Rss772.637 million. Giving progress report,
the PD said that 70 percent work of Tando Mohammad Khan hospital, 90 percent work of Tando
Allahyar and 99 percent work of Kotri hospitals have been completed. “They are ready to inaugurate,”
he said. On this the chief minister said “| want to see them functional. The purpose of utilising million
of rupees on up-gradation and expansion of the hospitals would be achieved when they would start
providing health services to the people of their respective areas,” he said and directed Minister Health
Jam Mehtab Dahar to take necessary measures to make them functional as soon as they are handed
over to the health department. Health Minister Jam Mehtab said that the expansion and improvement
of DHQ hospitals of six districts, Dadu, Mirpurkhas, Thatta, Sanghar, Mirpur Mathelo and
Naushehroferoze launched for Rs3.24 billion were progressing to completion.

TEVTA will train 6,000 LAHORE: Technical Education and Vocational Training Authority (TEVTA) Chairperson Irfan Qaiser
people in Chinese Sheikh on Monday announced that TEVTA will train 6,000 people in Chinese language course during
|anguage one year. He was _addressin_g a mgeting to review the progress for launching Chinese Language
Daily Times, October 20, 2015 course. TEVTA Chief Operating Officer Jawad Ahmed Qureshi, Abdul Qayyum, Azhar Igbal Shad,
, ’ Akhtar Abbas Bharwana, Usman Ali, Sarfraz Anwar and other officers were also present on this
occasion. The three-month duration course has been started at Government College of Technology,
Railway Road and Government Technical Training Institute, Gulberg. After getting fruitful results to
start at Lahore, TEVTA is planning to launch this course at other cities of the province. Irfan Qaiser
Sheikh said, "Learning Chinese language is the requirement of present time because Chinese stake
holders are coming to invest in Pakistan, but our people lack interest in Chinese language. In this
connection, TEVTA started Chinese language course in Lahore on pilot project basis but people from
other cities are also interested to learn Chinese language, he said adding that in order to address
keen interest of youth, TEVTA is planning to start the course it in other cities of Punjab. TEVTA
chairperson said that entry qualification for admission is matric. The main purpose to start this
language programme is to make the already trained skilled labour force of Pakistan more acceptable
in the Chinese market, he highlighted. "This course will also be beneficial for realising the need of
overcoming the communication barriers between both nations and economic cooperation of China
with Pakistan will open new corridors of prosperity for our people," he maintained.He said, "Pakistan
is rich in human resource and this is right time to bring our human resource into the economic
mainstream by imparting skill training." He was confident that Pakistan can attract Chinese
manufacturing sector by producing trained workforce for industries all over the world, he concluded.

Govt hospitals directed LAHORE: Punjab Health Department (PHD) has asked for stock sufficient quantity of blood bags of
to stay alert on Ashura all blood groups in the hospitals in case of any untoward incident on the eve of Muharram 9 and 10.
Daily Times, October 20, 2015 The Health Department has directed all the government hospitals to remain high alert and function
round the clock along with all necessary arrangement to cope with any medical emergency during
Muharram, especially on Ashura. A spokesman of the Punjab Health Department said that the
department has directed all public sector hospitals, autonomous medical institutions and executive
district officers to take necessary steps in this regard. Hospitals' administration have been directed to
ensure availability of senior administrative doctors and medical staff according to the emergency
crises management plan. He said that in this regard written instructions have already been circulated
to all the quarters concerned under the directions to comply with the instructions in letter and spirit.
The spokesman said that they have been directed to ensure presence of medical staff in the accident
and emergency department, besides availability of life saving drugs, beds and functional
ambulances. All the teaching hospitals, district headquarters hospital (DHQs) and tehsil headquarters
hospitals, rural health centers and basic health units (BHUs) will function day and night as well as
medical staff will remain available for any unforeseen situation. The hospitals' administration and
executive district officer have been directed to coordinate with the District administration, respective
DCOs and DPOs for sharing the plan of Moharam processions and congregation and to prepare
foolproof medical cover plan comprising duty roster of senior staff in this connection.
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KARACHI: Program Manager, Dengue Prevention & Control Program, Sindh, Dr Masood Ahmed
Solangi on Monday said separate dengue wards are being established in public hospitals across the
Karachi while dengue surveillance activities also increased in Sindh to control dengue. Dr Solangi
while talking to media said program management has launched comprehensive awareness drive
throughout the city and interiors parts of province to control further prevalence of dengue. He
informed that stock of dengue test kits had almost ended in hospitals due to increase in dengue
patients in hospitals. He said a request has been sent to health department for provision of more kits
and hoped that supply of kits will be resumed within a few days. He said secretary health in resent
meeting held to review the overall dengue situation in the city has directed the all medical
superintendents of public hospitals to purchase dengue kits from local purchase funds till resumption
of supply. He informed that at least 229 more dengue fever cases have been reported across the
Sindh in a week, out of which 221 were detected from Karachi city. He said a total 2487 dengue fever
cases were reported from Sindh from January 1, 2015 to till time, out of which 2424 were detected
from Karachi city alone. He said six people also died from dengue fever in the city this year so far. He
said peak season of dengue fever is continued in the city; therefore, citizens must adopt
precautionary measures to prevent from dengue. He informed that public awareness about dengue
fever has launched throughout the province, especially in Karachi. He said dengue cases are also
reporting from other big cities of Pakistan including Lahore, Multan, Rawalpindi, Faisalabad and
Peshawar. He stressed the need of coordinated efforts to control and eliminate dengue mosquito. He
said unfortunately high-ups of Karachi Municipal Corporation could not start fumigation drive in the
city due to unknown reasons despite several assurances to health department. He said fumigation
drive will help to control dengue spread. He advised the citizens to keep their food items, and water
properly covered at homes or workplaces. He said stagnant water must not be allowed to accumulate
in any part of the city, and the citizens should adopt preventative measures to protect themselves
from dengue fever.

KARACHI: Pakistan People’s Party Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said on Monday that Thar coal
power project was a dream of his mother, Benazir Bhutto, and he is hopeful that it will be functional
by 2018. “This project is needed to bring great economic changes in the lives of people of Thar
besides plugging the energy crisis prevalent across the country,” the PPP chairman said at a briefing
about the project given by Shamsuddin Ahmed Shaikh, Chief Executive Officer of SECMC at Bilawal
House Monday. SECMC is own 51% by Government of Sindh and 49% by Engro Powergen Limited
and its partners. Sindh government has already granted Sovereign Guarantee, which is waiting for
endorsement of Federal Financial Ministry, besides the approval of State Bank of Pakistan and
National Bank of Pakistan. SECMC is expected its financial close by next month. With Investment of
$2 billion, Thar Coal and Power Project is Pakistan’s biggest project in terms of investment being
taken by the private sector. This project is listed among the “Prioritised Projects” under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) based on readiness-expected to be completed by 2018. Bilawal
Bhutto was informed that Mining Project will be set-up an initial open cast mine of 3.8Mt/a in 38
months at the cost of US $ 845 million while two units of 330mw each will be installed as sub-critical
mine mouth power plants on Thar lignite coal costing $1.1 billion. Shaikh briefed that required
studies, agreements and contracts, regulatory equirements, equity financing updates, debt financing
update and detailed engineering have already be completed and financial close of the project is
expected in the last quarter of current year. Mining work is in progress at the site Block-Il in Thar and
so far 3.3 million cubic meters of Overburden has been removed digging 10 meters deep mine. The
PPP chairman stressed that interests of the local people of Thar may be given top priorities as he
wants to see the benefits to lives of Thar people together with the completion of the project.

LAHORE: Justice Muhammad Khalid Mehmood Khan of the Lahore High Court on Monday directed
the Punjab government to give details about the allotment of government residences in the province
until November 16. The court was hearing a petition moved by the LHC Deputy Registrar Akmal
Khan. The petitioner submitted that the Punjab chief minister (CM) was using his discretionary
powers to allot these residences to the government officers, which was discriminatory, and against
the merit policy. He submitted that the CM so far had allotted 697 residences against the merit using
his discretionary powers and had deprived many eligible officers. On court query, Assistant Advocate
General Abdul Aziz Malik said that under what law the CM was using his discretionary powers to allot
the government residences.He said that there were 3,690 government residences in the province

LAHORE: City District Government Lahore (CDGL) has launched a pilot project of keeping record of
students on IT basis and informing parents through SMS services about attendance of children twice
in a day. According to details shared by district administration, the IT chart of each student has also
been prepared which will reflect student's educational history, leave history, medical history and other
information. This pilot project is free of cost and it is introduced for the first time in public schools. The
project is on trail basis and being a pilot project, it is initially introduced in four schools in city namely
Comprehensive Girls High School Wahdat Road, Comprehensive Girls High School Ghorey Shah,
Boys High School Rattigan Road and Girls High School. For this purpose, three tablets in four
selected schools have been given to coordinators who are supervised by IT teachers. Students and
parents data has been prepared. Each student puts his attendance on tablet, which automatically
generates an SMS on the cell of student's parents. Similarly, students leave record, medical history
as to why and when student has taken leave, and academic record are maintained on daily basis.
The District administration said that by this service, parents will remain in touch with their children
activities in school. There is also an opportunity for parents of sending SMS to school management to
ask about their children's performance. By this way, parents will be technically involved and there will
be removal of barrier of communication gap between parents and teachers.

ISLAMABAD: Taking notice of the negligence of the employees, the CDA Public Relations (PR)
Directorate has issued show cause notices to seven personnel including five men and two women
due to their continuous absence from the office and directed them to submit reply within three days.
These staffers of PR Department including Admin Officer Waqas Saeed, Speech Writer Amreen Arrif,
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Assistant Shahid Ali, Assistant Abdul Qayyum, Senior Assistant Anwar Hussain Shah, Sub-assistant
Hafeeza Malik and Lower Division Clerk (LDC) Usman Majeed. It is pertinent to mention that almost
more than 25 employees including officers and lower staff were performing their duties in PR
Department of civic body.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Secretary Muhammad Siddique Memon, presided over a meeting in his office
regarding establishment of crisis Management System in Karachi. A statement issued on Sunday
said the meeting was attended by Ghulam Hyder Jamali, Inspector General Police, Sindh, Perviz
Ahmed Seeher, the Secretary Implementation and coordination, SGA&CD, GOS, Karachi, Sajjad
Hussain Abbasi, Administrator, Karachi Metropolitan Corporation and Syed Salman Shah, the
Director General Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) Sindh. In the meeting the
decisions were taken that the PDMA Sindh will obtain the details of rescue and relief facilities
available with various stakeholders working under the umbrella of federal and provincial government,
law enforcement agencies, non-governmental organizations etc. within the period of ten days. They
will be further asked as to how they can contribute in the proposed crisis management system and
the follow up meeting in this regard will be held under theChairmanship of Chief Secretary, Sindh in
the first week of November2015, where the concerned stakeholders would also be invited. Further
modalities with regard to establishment of crisis Management system initially at Karachi would be
discussed and finalized.

LAHORE: Lahore College for Women University (LCWU) is facing male dominance despite large
number of female faculty members and students, Daily Times learnt on Sunday. The university is
having many male staff including teachers and administration, as more than 18 major administration
and teaching positions have been grabbed by men. However, according to sources, these influential
males are not letting appointments of female on their positions, as they believe that they are best to
handle affairs of this university. It is pertinent to mention that in 2012, the Punjab government has
launched Women Empowerment package according to which, government would create more jobs
for women in every field of life. But it is interesting that the institution with the name of women could
not hire women on all its staff and teaching positions. According to sources, male staff and teachers
grabbing key posts are Dr Muhammad Afzal working as Professor and Head of Economics
Department, Faculty of Management and Administrative Sciences Dr Muhammad Abuzar Fahiem
working as Head of Department Computer Science, Prof Dr M Atiq ur Rahman working as Head of
the Department City Regional Planning and Architecture, Mohsin Mirza working as Associate
Professor at Computer Science, Head of Department Electronics Dr Intesar Ahmed working, Sajjad
Rabbani working as Assistant Professor Electronics Department, Dr Shahzad Sharif working as
Assistant Professor Chemistry, Umer Rana as Lecturer, Shahid Majeed working as Director Planning
and Development, Ali Rizvi working as Director Administrative, Abdul Ghaffar Ali working as
Treasurer, Muhammad Riaz working as Additional Treasurer, Fazal Abbas Faizi working as Deputy
Treasurer, Sibtain ul Hassan working as WebMaster and Taimor Salam as System Administrator.
Meanwhile, the presence of male staff in such number is also making the university insecure place
for female faculty members and students. While talking to Daily Times, the staff and students have
urged the Punjab CM to take notice of the issue and replace all male staff with female as this was the
purpose behind women university. Similarly, the parents of female staff and students have also
expressed concerns, as they believed that they have allowed their daughters to study and teach in
LCWU just because it is a women university. A female teachers seeking anonymity told Daily Times,
that its pity that LCWU administration, despite promoting women jobs, has appointed male staff on
key positions. A mother of a female student said, "We are living in a male dominant society, women
are not considered much safe in our society, therefore parents do not allow their daughters to work or
study in a institutions where male students or teachers are working. In such case girls colleges and
women universities are the only choice of parents. She said that if the situation of male staff and
teachers would remain same, people will not allow their daughters and sisters studying at LCWU. In
his statement, LCWU Spokesman Anwar Khan said, "It is priority of LCWU to hire female staff on
teaching and administration posts, but if there is no competent female then we have to hire a male
staff. He said that it was observed that female either do not apply for several advertised posts or if
they apply, they do not qualify the said criteria. "Therefore, in order to compete with shortage of staff,
we have to hire male staff, he added.
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