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Over 4.97m children administered polio drops

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Health Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar said on
Friday that the Sindh government is committed to making the province
polio-free and all stakeholders are supposed to unite on one platform to -
eradicate polio in the province. This he said in a statement issued here. Creation Date: N Oct18, 2015

Balochistan

He said that during anti polio drive till 15 October in 16 towns of Karachi Projection/Datum: A WGS 84 Geographic
e and 14 other districts of Sindh so far, 4,973423 children have been Page Size: A3
administered polio drops while the target was 4,919,693 children under
Feroz five years. He said 3,35,390 children in Dadu, 334,126 children in Ghotki, o B 0 120
3,16,144 children in Hyderabad, 220,075 children in Jacobabad, 62,715 L L Jian

children in Jamshoro, 2,75,866 children in Kamber, 223,263 children in
Kashmore, 432,205 children in Khairpur, 3,08,332 children in Larkana,
287,977 children in Naushro Feroz, 3,79,467 children in Sanghar, 331,153
children in Shaheed Benazirabad, 248,371 children in Shikarpur and
281,142 children in Sukkur have been administered polio drops. He said
that in next phase, an anti polio campaign from 28 October to 31 October
(s in five towns of Karachi - Gulberg, Liaquatabad, North Karachi, Gulshan-
e-lgbal and Gadap - would be launched and 20 union councils would be
covered. He said that the number of refusal cases was 7,465, however,
efforts were being made to bring refusal cases to zero through
consultation and help of civit society.
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Endangered: ‘Climate
change threatening
languages’
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2015

Climate change fans global
security crisis, says Kerry
Pakistan Today, October 17, 2015

More Rain predicted over
upper parts of the country

on Sunday/ Monday
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Welfare of federating units
essential to national
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DETAILS

GILGIT: We have all heard of climate change impacting topographies and ecosystems, especially
in mountainous regions. However, languages and cultures in particular areas have not been
spared by the effects of this phenomenon. A study conducted by Zafar Shakir of Karakoram
International University (KIU) reveals Shina language is a casualty of climate change. Belonging to
the Dardic tribe, the origin of the language dates back to the arrival of Aryans into Shinaki area
(areas along the Hindukush and Karakoram) circa 1,500 to 2,000 BCE. Words from other
languages have encroached into particular regions of the Shinaki area, thereby categorising it
within the threatened languages. “Human displacements and migrations tend to affect languages
and cultures,” writes Shakir. He says this happened to Shina in Gilgit-Baltistan as well. A lecturer
at the Department of Modern Languages at KIU, Shakir carried out a study in September with 20
Shina-speaking participants displaced by floods over the past year. “Of those | interviewed, there
were equal number of farmers, servicemen and women, students, and businessmen,” explained
the lecturer. The study period lasted nearly two hours and 3,223 words were uttered by the target
group. The use of non-Shina words were reported at 33% by the end of the study. According to
Shakir, “There is a direct and indirect impact of climate change on our material culture, which
includes our clothing, agricultural norms and housing.” The lecturer added, “However, there is also
a direct and indirect impact of climate change on our non-material culture, which revolves around
languages.” The KIU faculty member said the impact of climate change on the target group forced
them to code switching (switching from one language to the next in one conversation), inter- as
well as intra-sentential switching, and blending and borrowing of words from other languages.

The KIU faculty member said the impact of climate change on the target group forced them to
code switching (switching from one language to the next in one conversation), inter- as well as
intra-sentential switching, and blending and borrowing of words from other languages. He says
climate change has become an additional indirect threat in influencing endangered languages and
material cultures with displacements and migrations.

US Secretary of State John Kerry warned Saturday that climate change was a threat to global
security and has inflamed volatile situations from Europe’s migration crisis to the Syrian conflict.

“Climate change is perhaps the most significant threat to global food security today. Make no
mistake: the implications here extend well beyond hunger,” he said just weeks before a key world
climate conference in Paris.“This isn’t only about food security; it's about global security, period,”
he said during a speech at Milan’s 2015 Expo.Kerry said it was “not a coincidence that,
immediately prior to the civil war in Syria, the country experienced the worst drought on record”,
sparking the migration of some 1.5 million people “that intensified the political unrest that was
beginning to brew”.“'m not suggesting the crisis in Syria was caused by climate change,
obviously, it wasn’t. It was caused by a brutal dictator who barrel bombed, starved, tortured, and
gassed his own people.“But the devastating drought clearly made a bad situation a whole lot
worse,” he said.He described climate change as “threat multiplier”.“Even if it doesn’t ignite conflict,
it has the ability to fan the flames and to make situations much more complicated for political
leaders to deal with.”Kerry cited the mass migration to Europe as an example of a crisis provoked
partly by climate change — which he warned will get significantly worse if large parts of the world
become uninhabitable due to global warming.“Here in Europe, you're in the middle of one of the
worst refugee crises in decades.“Unless the world meets the urgency of this moment, the horrific
refugee situation we’re facing today will pale in comparison to the mass migrations that intense
droughts, sea-level rise, and other impacts of climate change are likely to bring about,” he said.

Met Office predicted that a westerly wave is likely to approach upper parts of the country on
Sunday that will produce rain-thunderstorm at scattered places in KP (Malakand, Hazara,
Peshawar, Kohat, Mardan, Bannu and D.l.Khan divisions), Islamabad, Upper Punjab (Rawalpindi,
Sargodha, Gujranwala, Faisalabad and Lahore divisions), FATA, Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir on
Sunday & Monday. Rain-thunderstorm is also expected at isolated places in D.G.Khan, Multan
and Sahiwal divisions during the period.

Spokesman further informed that high mountains of Malakand division, Gilgit-Baltistan and
Kashmir may receive light snowfall on Monday.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has said that Pakistan comprises four federating
units and their equal development is essential for national progress and prosperity. The chief
minister said that there is a need for collective efforts for national progress and development. He
said that Punjab is playing an active role for the promotion of national solidarity by including all
units of the country in its educational programmes. He said that people of all provinces and
regions of Pakistan will have to strive for elimination of poverty, unemployment and darkness for
achieving the goal of economic development and prosperity. Talking to a delegation of journalists
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the chief minister said that time has come for all political parties to
work together for national progress and development and steering the country out of the quagmire
of problems. He said that 180 million people of Pakistan want elimination of political jugglery and
interested only in resolution of energy crisis, elimination of terrorism, poverty and other issues. The
CM maintained that there is a need to rise above mutual differences and move forward with the
force of unity. He said that in view of this fact, the Punjab government has also included people of
other provinces in its educational and health programmes. He said that students of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan, Sindh, Gilgit Baltistan and Azad Kashmir have been included in
Punjab Educational Endowment Fund, Laptop Scheme and study tours to foreign countries.
Shahbaz said that participation of boy and girl students of the whole country in the educational
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programmes of Punjab has promoted national unity and brotherhood. The chief minister said that
a state-of-the-art Pakistan Kidney and Liver Transplant Institute is being set up in Lahore with the
cost of billions of rupees for the treatment of kidney and liver patients. He said that work is also in
progress on the project of Knowledge Park which will help in promotion of higher education and
training and research in the country. Journalists from Khyber Pakhtunkhawa paid tributes to the
chief minister for the measures taken for the development of the province and said that they have
personally seen the progress made by the province during their visit to Lahore. They said that
Shahbaz Sharif works round the clock and they are deeply impressed with his welfare activities.
They said that the chief minister is working for the promotion of national solidarity in the real sense
and it is their desire that Khyber Pakhutunkhwa should also emulate the welfare measures of
Punjab. The journalists from KP said that they wanted to see change in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, but
they have seen this change not in their province but in Punjab. They said that Lahore has become
a developed city and the credit goes to the chief minister. Meanwhile, the delegates participating in
international conference on climatic changes-2015 led by Ambassador of France Martine Dorance
met Punjab chief minister and discussed the issues relating to climatic changes at international
level, their impact and strategy for coping with this challenge. Speaking on the occasion, the chief
minister said that climatic changes at international level have become very important issue and
there is a need to work jointly in this regard. He said that due to climatic changes, large scale
destruction was caused in Punjab due to flood in 2010 and districts of south Punjab were badly
affected. He said that according to an estimate, the flood of 2010 caused a loss of ten billion
dollars to the economy whereas flood in 2014 also resulted in massive devastations in central
Punjab.

Delegates of international conference said that the Punjab government led by chief minister
worked speedily and transparently for the rehabilitation and financial assistance to the flood
victims of 2010 and 2014. Provincial ministers, Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan, Muhammad Asif
Malik, Punjab Investment Board chairman, Board of Directors of Rural Support Programme
chairman, and secretaries concerned, environment experts and senior officials were present on
the occasion.

LAHORE - The two-day forum "Pakistan Sey Paris: on the road to 2015 Paris Climate
Conference" concluded at Al-Hamra yesterday. The forum sets the stage for Pakistan's
preparation to the upcoming Climate Change Conference to be held in Paris from November 30 to
December 11. The forum gathered more than 600 people from government, academia, civil
society, students, private sector, media and the general public. The conference was organised
jointly by the Embassy of France, federal and provincial governments, the United Nations, and a
large array of civil society organisations. In four round tables, experts discussed low-carbon
development strategies in Pakistan, adaptation and impacts of climate change on food and water
security, health and gender, disaster risk management and climate smart solutions. Many local
solutions to tackle climate change were presented and new ones recommended. This agenda of
solutions will be showcased in Paris, highlighting Pakistani voices, challenges and people's
priorities. Eminent speakers included the French Ambassador, Martine Dorance; the EU
Ambassador, Jean-Frangois Cautain; United Nations Resident Coordinator, Neil Buhne; Member
of National Assembly and Chairman of the Standing Committee on Sustainable Development
Goals, Marriyum Aurengzeb; Secretary of the Ministry of Climate Change, Arif Ahmad Khan;
representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tasneem Aslam; and prominent voices from civil
society such as Javed Jabbar, Dr Shoaib Sultan Khan, Dr Ishrat Hussain and Dr Parvez Hassan.
The lead author of the National Climate Change Policy, Dr Qamaruz Zaman Ch said, "Climate
Change is the 21st century's most difficult challenge humans have ever created. Javed Jabbar
advocated strengthening the capacity of civil society and decreasing their dependency on donor
organisations; reconceptualising the development approaches and adopting a collaborative rather
than confrontational approach to address climate change. Senator Nisar A Memon, Chairman
Water and Environment Forum Pakistan, underlined that "small solutions had to be developed
together with the private sector to face climate change challenges". Former ambassador Shafqat
Kakakhel stressed the need to "strengthen institutional mechanisms to promote collaboration
among government agencies and non-state stakeholders for formulation and implementation of a
low carbon climate resilient growth paradigm”. Bella Evidente, UN Habitat, called "the cities to act
and identify their risks". Talking about health impacts, Dr Sania Nishtar proposed establishing
cross cutting institutions that can do long term thinking and planning that see beyond the short
term. Dr Dominique Reynaud, eminent French scientist, proposed establishing a scientific RPCC
"regional panel on climate change" or a PPCC a "Pakistan panel on climate change" on the model
of the IPCC.Dr Shoaib Sultan defended people centric development initiatives, focused on
community empowerment and economic resilience in ways that reflect their hopes and aspirations.

Marc-André Franche, UNDP, highlighted the importance of developing climate change literacy and
implementing effectively the policies through better governance.Youth voices were represented by
the Youth Parliament. Numerous students from Superior University Lahore helped to organise the
event.

NDMA Signs MoU with Pakistan Engineering Council Regarding Development of Building Code of
Pakistan — Fire Safety Provisions

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between National Disaster Management
Authority and Pakistan Engineering Council at NDMA office today for the formulation of first ever
Fire Safety Provisions (BCP-FSP-Code).

The MoU was signed by Chairman NDMA Major General Asghar Nawaz and new Chairman PEC,
Engineer Jawed Salim Qureshi in presence of senior NDMA & PEC officials. The codes will be
formulated on fast track basis in eight months and funded through National Disaster Management
Fund (NDMF). The MoU allows PEC to work on development of Fire & Safety Codes in
consultation with all relevant National & Provincial experts and stakeholders and shall prepare final
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draft by May 2016 for approval / vetting by Law Division. The end state desired by NDMA is a strict
enforcement of these codes, violation of which should be a criminal offence.

Chairman PEC also thanked NDMA for taking this initiative which is a step towards building
resilient capacities for disaster management. As per known statistics in last five years total 69447
fire incidents of building/industrial fires cost 598 human lives besides huge economic loss worth
Rs. 45269.1million. This initiative of NDMA is foreseen as a major step to alleviate the concerns
with respect to loss of lives as a result of fire incidents.

ISLAMABAD (Dunya News) — Heavy rain accompanied by strong winds lashed Islamabad and
Rawalpindi on early Wednesday morning, turning the weather colder, Dunya News reported. Many
trees were uprooted by the gusty winds in the twin cities, however, no casualty was reported till
filing of this report. Rain was also reported from Peshawar, Mansehra and other parts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

LAHORE: “Pakistan is grappling with a number of environmental issues such as floods, glacial
lake outburst floods, tropical cyclones, heat waves, shifting rainfall and river flow patterns,
declining groundwater levels, droughts, expanding desertification, aridity and sea-level rise,”
WWEF-Pakistan Senior Director Ejaz Ahmad said on Monday.

He was addressing a press conference that the WWF-Pakistan and the French embassy in
Pakistan had organised to launch Pakistan se Paris — On the road to 2015 Paris Climate
Conference. The forum will be held at Alhamra Arts Council on October 13 and 14. Ahmad said
the forum Pakistan se Paris, a precursor to the actual event in December 2015, was a call for the
government to submit Intended Nationally Determined Contributions so that Pakistan could
highlight its condition as a climate affected country and seek funds from the Green Climate Fund
(GCF). In a statement, the WWF-Pakistan said the Paris Climate Conference was significant for
Pakistan as the country was one of the most vulnerable to climate change. Since the past few
years, the country is facing the deadliest impacts of climate change in form of floods, cloud bursts,
droughts, cyclones, sea intrusion and heat waves. From the 2012 floods alone, Pakistan has faced
a loss of $6 billion, equivalent to one per cent of its GDP, the statement said. “The forum in Lahore
is conceived as a prelude to the Pakistani participation at the international conference. The forum
is an opportunity for the Pakistani government, NGOs and related institutions to come together,
discuss and share with the public the challenges posed by climate change in the country and the
existing and future solutions to tackle it.” French Embassy Political Counsellor Nathalie Dupont,
French Embassy’s Olivier Huynh Van, lawyer Parvez Hassan, Centre for Climate Research and
Development’s (CCRD) Rina Saeed Khan, Taimoor Sohail also from the CCRD, Aisha Khan from
the Mountain and Glacier Protection Organisation, International Union for Conservation of Nature-
Pakistan director general Mahmood Akhtar Cheema and Ali Taugeer Sheikh from LEAD Pakistan
also spoke on the occasion.

The term disaster risk reduction is generally used for the broad development and application of
policies, strategies and practices to minimise vulnerabilities and disaster risks throughout society.
Earlier disaster risk management was often used in same context which is systematic approach to
identifying assessing and reducing risks of all kinds. Since 1970 the disaster related thinking and
practices have been seen wider and deeper to understand the reasons of occurring disasters with
reference to integrated holistic approach to reduce the impact of disaster on society. World over
countries were taking measures in accordance with Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015,
which ended in March last and has been replaced with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction (2015- 2030). he Sendai document has been developed after three years of
consultation process with United Nation members’ states, non-governmental organizations and
concerned stakeholders to have improved version of the existing Hyogo Framework with sets of
common standards, achievable targets and a legally based documents for disaster risk reduction.

The member states also focused on the disaster risk reduction and climate change adaption for
achieving sustainable development goals. Pakistan is also signatory to the global progress in
achieving the goal of the Sendai Framework. Il member countries including Pakistan are agreed
upon the set targets which include reducing global disaster mortality by 2030, reducing number of
affected people by 2030, reducing direct disaster economic loss, reducing disaster damage to
critical infrastructure and disruption of basic services, among them health and educational
facilities, including through developing their resilience by 2030; increasing the number of countries
with national and local disaster risk reduction strategies by 2020; enhancing international
cooperation to developing countries through adequate and sustainable support to complement
their national actions for implementation of the framework by 2030; besides that increasing the
availability of and access to multi-hazard early warning systems and disaster risk information and
assessments to the people by 2030. Keeping in view the agreed targets the progress in all aspects
of the disaster risk reduction is possible by solid concrete and organized steps in the field of
emergency preparedness with effective monitoring system like emergency service Rescue 1122,
as all the calls are monitored in the command and control room, all emergency vehicles are on
tracking system and all districts of Punjab are being monitored through Provincial Monitoring Cell
(PMC) Lahore.

The monitoring system at district and province levels ensures the average response time of 7 to
10 minutes in all emergencies resulting minimising death and disabilities by providing swift
response to helpless victims of all emergencies. Emergency preparedness does not stop here,
besides having an effective emergency management system at government level, communities
should have integrated system with collaboration of the existing emergency services or social
welfare departments and non-governmental organizations for disaster risk reduction and
organized efforts in this area. he disaster risk reduction requires collective approach, inter-
organisational coordination, partnership with all concerned stakeholders and community based
disaster risk management. Local communities are the main actors of the disaster response and

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4%
v



(<2 GRS RESPONSE BULLETIN

Global climate panel elects
Pakistan as Vice-Chair of
IPCC Working Group-I

Pakistan Today,d dd October 12,
2015

4% 0©2015 www.alhasan.com
v

disaster risk reduction. It has been observed that disaster-prone communities are enriched with
their experiences and elder people along with vulnerable groups.

They all can be included in the planning for disaster risk reduction at local level.

The disaster preparedness can be improved by capacitating the vulnerable community according
to their need and making them able to respond to local problems with their local knowledge and
expertise as it is the cost-effective way of disaster risk reduction which improves the likelihood of
sustainability through genuine ‘ownership’ of projects by local community. Furthermore all those
people who are working for awareness, advocacy, capacity building and disaster resilience at any
level deserve appreciation on International Day Related Disaster Risk reduction. | felt proud to
know the community views about the disaster response by the research study on Governance and
Disaster in Pakistan conducted by Pattan and Asia Foundation Pakistan that says “the response
after 2005 earthquake has been improved and Rescue 1122 Emergency Service is doing
commendable job in disaster response.

All concerned communities and stakeholders should realise their importance and contribute for
developing safer communities in Pakistan. May Allah keep our country safe from all disasters and
make us a real contributor as civilised citizen of the Pakistan.

Director-General Ministry of Climate Change, Muhammad Irfan Tariq, has been elected as vice
chair of Working Group-| of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). “This is a
great milestone the country has achieved. Indeed, the election of Irfan Tariq has brought a global
recognition of Pakistan’s efforts in the global fight against climate change and the country’s
extreme vulnerability to the negative impacts of global warming,” commented Arif Ahmed Khan,
Secretary Climate Change Ministry. The IPCC’s Working Group-| titled Physical Science Basis
assesses the physical scientific aspects of the climate system and climate change. Other
candidates of the same group elected during the recent IPCC election include Valerie Masson-
Delmotte as Co-Chair (France), Panmao Zhai as Co-Chair (China), Edvin Aldrian as Vice-Chair
(Indonesia), Fatima Driouech as Vice-Chair (Morocco), Gregory Flato as Vice-Chair (Canada), Jan
Fuglestvedt as Vice-Chair (Norway), Carolina Vera as Vice-Chair (Argentina) and Noureddine
Yassaa as Vice-Chair (Algeria).

The election took place in Dubrovnik, Croatia, where the IPCC held its 42nd Session.
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DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: Law enforcement authorities tightened the security of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
and other high-profile personalities on Saturday in the wake of a provincial home department
warning of an assassination plot by India’s Research & Analysis Wing (RAW). In a chilling notice
issued on October 9, the Punjab home department stated that RAW, in collusion with some
banned organisations, could hit important political personalities, including Premier Nawaz. The
home department has directed the law enforcement agencies (LEAs) to strengthen security of the
premier and Hafiz Saeed, who heads the banned Jamaatud Dawa (JuD) — both of whom,
according to the government, are likely targets. Among other likely targets are high-profile
personalities, some of whom are part of the present government. In the wake of the security
warning, all the LEAs are on high alert. The 1G Office, CCPO, DIG Security, DIG Operations and
other relevant sub-departments providing security to high-profile personalities have reviewed and
reinforced their security plans for the premier in the federal capital of Islamabad, as well as the
provincial capital of Lahore. Police and other law enforcement agencies have advised all the high-
profile personalities to stay vigilant during public movement.

The claim that RAW could garner support from proscribed groups for its attacks has resulted in
massive police crackdowns on regional offices of such outfits. A senior police officer, on the
condition of anonymity, said law enforcers had taken a number of measures to restrict the
movement of banned organisations to limit the threat. He said the security plan for Muharram as
well as the route of important personalities had been revised in view of the fresh threat alert. PM’s
Chief Security Officer Muhammad Zeeshan has been asked to improve the premier’s security and
to be more vigilant, particularly at his residence in Jati Umrah town near Lahore. After Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi (Led) chief Malik Ishag was killed in a police encounter in Muzaffargarh on July 29, his
militant group had announced that Ishaqg’s killing would be avenged. Punjab Home Minister Col
(retd) Shuja Khanzada was killed in a suicide attack on his political office in Shadi Khan near
Attock on August 15. And police saw the LeJ’s involvement in the incident.

Law enforcement officials believe the LeJ would support RAW in carrying out specific targeted
attacks on Nawaz and his younger brother, Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif. Neither Punjab
Law Minister Rana Sanaullah nor the Punjab home secretary was available for comment on the
development. According to TV reports, however, Finance Minister Ishaq Dar has confirmed
RAW'’s plan of targeting high-profile personalities in Pakistan, including the premier. Dar said
Premier Nawaz would take up the issue with US President Barack Obama and discuss with him
RAW'’s involvement in Pakistan’s internal affairs.

Arms and ammunition were recovered from them. The security forces have arrested 80 suspects
in a joint operation in Badhabher area of Peshawar. The arrested include eight Afghan nationals
who were living without valid documents. Arms and ammunition were recovered from them.

WEB DESK: Defence Minister Khawaja Asif has said that Pakistan rejects all forms of terrorism
and extremism, Radio Pakistan reported. While addressing the 6th Xiangshan Forum in China on
Saturday, Asif said the ongoing military offensive in FATA, Operation Zarb-e-Azb manifested
Pakistan’s resolve to root out terrorism from its soil. Terrorism has ‘trans-regional impact’ and
outreach because of globalisation that results in spillovers of conflict to various regions, the
defence minister added. Emphasising on the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), Asif
said the development would improve the economy of the region, as well as connect the South
and Central Asian regions. Appreciating the presence and stance taken by the defence minister,
chairman China Institute for International Strategic Studies said there was hope that such
interactions between the countries would help evolve collaborative strategies to overcome threat
and security issues.

PESHAWAR: Security forces arrested 18 people accused of facilitating terrorists from the Pak-
Afghan Torkam border. The Khyber Rifles regiment of the Frontier Corps acting under the
National Action Plan (NAP) conducted a raid in the border area. Apart from making 18 arrests,
approximately Rs60 million worth of currency including Dollars, Riyals, Dirhams and Pakistani
Rupees were recovered along with three KG of gold and silver. The arrested are accused of
facilitating terrorists and belong to different areas of Khyber Agency.

QUETTA: Iranian border guards fired on Saturday eight mortar shells into Pakistani territory of
Panjgur, a district in Balochistan. A senior official of Balochistan government confirmed Iran had
violated Pakistani border. “Eight mortars landed and exploded on an empty plot in Panjgur,” he
said. “No loss of life has been reported.” According to residents, the back-to-back explosions
occurred in Nukar area of Panjgur. “These mortars were fired from other side of the border,” they
observed. Two people were killed in a similar violation by Iranian forces a few months back, with
frequent attacks in Mand, Awaran and Chagai continuing. Pakistan has often raised the issue
with the Iranian government but the latter categorically denies, saying it would target the terrorists
disturbing Iranian peace whether they are in Iran or Pakistan.

KARACHI: The Manghopir police killed eight alleged terrorists affiliated with banned militant
organisations, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and alQaeda in an encounter on Saturday. An
SHO and another police official were injured as the police force traded fire with the militants.
According to the police, the men were plotting a major terror attack on a Muharram procession.
“We have saved the city from a big terror activity,” SSP Rao Anwar told the media. Police said
that these terrorists were involved in many high-profile cases, including bomb blasts, kidnapping
for ransom and targeted killings of policemen. Talking to the media, SSP Anwar said that four
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terrorists have been identified as Saddam Hussain, Sharifullah, Ismail Mehsud and Irfan Munir.
Revealing the identifications of the terrorists, the SSP said that Saddam, Sharifullah and Ismail
belonged to TTP while Irfan was an active member of alQaeda in this region. “Saddam was
involved in Abbas Town incident that claimed more than 40 lives in 2013,” said SSP Anwar. He
also claimed to have recovered a large number of explosive material and weapons from the
possession of terrorists.

SSP Anwar has now been given the special task to take action again terrorists involved in
targeted killings of policemen. Talking about the encounter that took place near Northern Bypass,
he said that the police, led by Manghopir SHO Ghulam Hussain Korai, raided the hideout of the
terrorists following a tip-off provided by intelligence agencies regarding the presence of these
suspects. “Soon after the police cordoned off the areas, the terrorists started firing and injured the
SHO and another policeman, named Altaf Hussain,” he said, adding that another heavy
contingent of police was summoned that attacked the house, killing all the terrorists. According to
the police, Sharifullah belongs to the Punjabi Taliban group while Ismail Mehsud and Saddam
Hussain were affiliated with Tehreek-e-Taliban splinter group, Abid Muchar. “One of these
terrorists, Ismail Mehsud, is involved in the attack on a police party in Shah Latif Town, where
four policemen were killed in a patrolling mobile,” said a police officer, adding that these terrorists
had evolved a network with other militant organisations working in Karachi.

Finance Minister Ishag Dar says, the government is fully focused on rehabilitation of Temporarily
Displaced Persons and will make every effort for their well being. He was talking to Chief of Air
Staff Air Chief Marshal Sohail Aman in Islamabad on Saturday. The Finance Minister lauded the
achievements of Pakistan Air Force in the anti-terror operation. During the meeting, financial
matters relating to PAF came under discussion.

ISLAMABAD: Senior civil and military leadership on Friday agreed to allocate more resources to
counter emerging security threats to the country and also expressed satisfaction over the
progress of the anti-terror operation Zarb-i-Azb. A high-level meeting to review the overall security
situation of the country chaired by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif also discussed the ongoing
operation in Karachi, situation in Afghanistan and security along the Pak-Afghan border, a
statement released from Prime Minieter House said. The meeting was also attended by Chief of
Army Staff General Raheel Sharif, Federal Interior Minister Chaudhary Nisar Ali Khan, Advisor on
Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz, Special Assistant on Foreign Affairs Tarig Fatemi, Director General
Inetr-Services Public Relations Lt. General Asim Saleem Bajwa and other senior officials. Military
operation Zarb-i-Azb was launched in North Waziristan on June 15following a brazen militant
attack on Karachi's international airport and the failure of peace talks between the government
and Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) negotiators.

Authorities have since vowed to intensify operations, using air strikes, artillery and mortars to take
back territory both in the border regions and other parts of the country. COAS on the other hand,
briefed the meeting about his recent visit to Turkey where he held a series of meetings with
Turkish civil and military leadership. The participants of the meeting were unanimous that
Pakistan's stance on strategic issues would effectively be presented and discussed during PM
Nawaz Sharif's upcoming visit to the United States and meetings with President Obama US
officials. PM’s Adviser on Foreign Affairs and National Security Sartaj Aziz on October 14 told
reporters in Islamabad that Mr Sharif would discuss the stalled dialogue between Pakistan and
India with the US president along with a number of other issues during the visit. The prime
minister and his team will meet US Secretary of State John Kerry at the State Department and
will also address a think-tank, the US Institute of Peace.

PESHAWAR: Security forces on Friday foiled a major terrorism bid in Urmarh area district of
Peshawar. Security forces recovered a sizeable amount of arms and ammunition, according to
capital city police officer (CCPO) Mubarak Zeb. “Security forces conducted a raid in Urmarh area
of Peshawar,” said Zeb. A search operation was conducted by security forces, and the
subsequent raid led to a cache of arms and explosives being discovered. “Terrorist were using an
under construction school to store the weapons, and they planned to attack the Muharram
procession in the city,” added the CCPO. “During the raid six suicide jackets, six batteries, eight
detonators and 18 kilograms of explosives were recovered,” elaborated CCPO Zeb. The police
official added that two terrorists were also arrested during the raid, with further investigations
being carried out. The terrorists belonged to a proscribed organisation, according to the police
official. The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police had earlier declared Peshawar, Hangu, Kohat and Dera
Ismail Khan as the most sensitive districts for Muharram.

Karachi: In 2014 only, 1400 cases of blasphemy were registered in Pakistan out of which 800
were registered against Muslims, says a senior lawyer Syed Mumtaz Shah, speaking a seminar
"Human Rights, Religious freedom, Social Inclusion & Political Participation of Minority" at a local
hotel the other day.The seminar was organized by Pakistan Institute of Labour Education and
Research (PILER) and other speakers included Chairman of Sindh Human Rights Commission
Justice (R) Majida Rizvi, an expert in constitutional history of Pakistan Ms. Maliha Zia Lari, Mr.
Mahesh Kumar Malani , MPA (PPP) and Nisar Shar an office bearer of Karachi Bar
Association.Mr. Mumtaz Shah said it has become dangerous even for lawyers to fight the case of
an accused in Blasphemy law. "Rashid Rehman who was dealing a blasphemy case of a
professor in Multan was threatened by some goons belonging with a religious party in the court
room and in the presence of a judge, but no action was taken he the lawyer was murdered in his
office."Nothing has happened to bring the main culprits to the justice," he added. Giving another
example he mentioned that a case was filed against 60 lawyers who were protesting against the
local SHO of police Umar Daraz. The police officer accused in the FIR that the protesting lawyers
were chanting slogans against Hazrat Umar. Justice (Retd.) Majid Razvi said poverty and
illiteracy are the basic problems in Pakistani society, which have strengthened the intolerance
and militancy in the society. "If we analyze our school syllabus we would find that gradually
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hatred is incorporated,” she added.The morality should be taught at home for promotion of
peaceful co-existence" she mentioned in her personal experiences and said she attending a
wedding of her friend's daughter on her insistence she signed on Nikah Nama as a witness.
When the form went to the Nikah Kuwah Mullah he said this name is of a woman so in Islamic
terms there should be at least two women. "l told him that | am a lawyer by profession and under
the law | can do it." But he kept insisting to have two women to make the Nikkah right, otherwise
it was wrong in Islamic terms.She appreciated the previous government for expulsion of the
Hudood Ordinance and introducing the Women Protection Act.

Ms. Maleeha Zia spoke about Constitutional provisions. She said in the preamble to the
Constitution of 1973, certain paragraphs of the Objectives Resolution of 1949 are changed. The
word ‘freely' has been deliberately omitted from the sentence which states that all minority
members are "free" to practice their religion. She said during Zia's era Hudood and Zina
Ordinances were enforced and hundreds of incent women were sent to jails due to these
discriminatory laws. Interestingly the law was brought from the Islamic teachings but it also
applied to non-Muslims. Though these ordinances were expelled in 2007, these are still widely in
practice, she said Mr. Mahesh Kumar Malani, PPP MPA said the time is right to profess for the
human rights. We should not be segregating ourselves into the Muslims and non-Muslims when it
come to the rights as both feel injustice as more than 50% of the blasphemy accused are
Muslims." Mr. Amrit Kumar from Dastageer Center; which provides free legal aid to the minorities,
women and PWDs introduced their programme and its outreach.

MARDAN: Chief Minister Pervez Khattak inaugurated a high security prison here on Wednesday
and said that the new jail having three-layer security walls had the capacity to accommodate
around 2,200 prisoners. He pointed out that construction of the high security prison was an effort
to thwart challenges like Bannu and DI Khan jailbreaks in future and to ensure security of the
prisoners. The chief minister was accompanied by Chief Secretary Amijid Khan, Provincial
Education Minister Mohammad Atif Khan, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf MNA Mujahid Khan, MPA
Zahid Durrani, DIG Saeed Khan Wazir and other relevant officials. After visiting different sections
of the newly-constructed building, Mr Khattak told journalists that the provincial government had
decided to construct the high security prison in Mardan in line with the national security policy a
few years ago. He said that prisoners from the old jail in Mardan would be shifted to this new
building in the next 10 days. He said that the new building of Mardan jail was constructed with the
cost of Rs1.7 billion and it had the capacity to accommodate about 2,200 prisoners. “There are
nine sectors for prisoners with each accommodating 150 inmates, 10 segregation cells, 20 death
cells and two special security sectors each having 62 cells,” he said.

He said that other facilities included civil prisoners sector, A and B class containing 18 rooms with
attached bath and kitchen in the sector, female section for 105 prisoners, juvenile section for 105
prisoners and five cookhouses. Mr Khattak said that the administration block of the new building
of Mardan jail also had the IT and CCTV control room; three interview rooms for the male, female
and A and B class prisoners; gallows cell for executions; and store besides barber/welfare shop,
establishment office and three overhead water tanks. He said that keeping in view the security
challenges the government had ensured that the new Mardan jail building was equipped with all
modern facilities and a secured prison. He revealed that arrangements provided in the new prison
included three-layered security walls around the prison, mobile pickup for round-the-clock
surveillance around prison, floodlights in the sectors and on towers, streetlights both inside and
outside the prison area, electric alarm system, pop-up blocker, eleven watch towers on perimeter
wall, six pickets on the wall, four on main gates, eight pickets in prison colony and outer gate,
walkthrough gates /detectors, steel barrier in front of outer main gate (first entrance), and guard
rooms in all sectors.

He said that there were 399 CCTV cameras, RCC wall around the jail premises, three electric
gates and provision of eight jammers. Facilities for prisoners include a mosque, geysers in
female/juvenile sections and family quarters, laundry for prisoners in all sections, steel shelf and
hangers in barracks, 180-bed hospital having physician/surgeon and other specialist doctors,
computerized interview system and PCO(s) in all sectors. He said that the problems of
overcrowding in the prisons of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa would be reduced considerably. He said that
the people of Mardan, Peshawar and Malakand divisions would be facilitated with the
establishment of this prision in Mardan.

RAWALPINDI: At least three terrorists allegedly involved in the attack on former Punjab Home
Minister Col (retd) Shuja Khanzada were killed in a police encounter in Rawalpindi on Thursday.
Police and security forces conducted a joint raid in Chakri area on the outskirts of Rawalpindi,
prompting a clash between the suspected terrorists and the security forces which resulted in the
killing of three militants, including a woman. A police officer was also killed during the exchange
of fire, a police source said. Further, police claimed to have rounded up another five suspects
from the area who have been shifted to an undisclosed location and are being investigated. Last
month, officials of the Punjab Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) arrested five key suspects
involved in the suicide attack that killed the former Punjab home minister, a senior police official
said.

Khanzada and 16 others had been killed in a suicide blast in August at his political office in Shadi
Khan, near Attock. Khanzada, 71, had been holding a meeting with locals when a suicide bomber
blew himself up. The home minister and several others were buried under the rubble after the
blast brought down the roof of the house. Over a month after the incident, CTD with the support
of intelligence agencies have arrested Qasim Muawiya, a member of the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) in connection of the killing. Investigators believe Muawiya was the mastermind of
the attack and provided support to the suicide bombers.

ISLAMABAD: At least seven people were killed while 13 others injured on Wednesday after a
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bomb exploded inside the political office of Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) MNA Sardar
Amjad Farooq Khan Khosa in DG Khan’s Taunsa area. The explosion caused a fire at the office
of the MNA who was not present in the vicinity at the time of the blast. “Seven people are dead,
13 others are wounded and have been shifted to Tehsil Headquarters Hospital in Taunsa,” DPO
DG Khan Ghulam Mubasshir Maken confirmed. Two candidates for union council chairman
Zameerul Hasan Sangi and Akhtar Tangwani are also among the dead. Rescue teams and
firefighting vehicles arrived at the scene where investigation and rescue efforts are underway.
Sources said the sound of the blast was heard from at least two kilometres. Meanwhile, the bomb
disposal squad was also called at the scene. “The blast occurred at my political office in Taunsa
while | am currently in Islamabad to attend a meeting,” Sardar Khosa said, adding the attack
could be a reaction to the on-going military operation, Zarb-e-Azb, against terrorists. Condemning
the attack as an act of cowardice, the MNA pointed out that he did not receive any threat or alert
prior to the blast.

Taliban accept responsibility

Meanwhile, a Taliban splinter group claimed the responsibility for the attack, saying it was behind
the blast at the political office of the ruling party’'s MNA in DG Khan. “The Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan Jamaatul Ahrar has carried out the attack on the election office of the PML-N lawmaker,”
the group’s spokesman Eshanullah Ehsan said. The militant outfit had parted ways with the TTP
over serious differences last year. Security officials say majority of the Taliban leaders have
crossed into Afghanistan and now operate from there.

Condemnation

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf chief Imran Khan and other political
leaders have also condemned the attack. In August, Punjab Home Minister Shuja Khanzada and
18 others were killed after two suicide bombers detonated a bomb at a meeting he was attending
at his political office in Shadi Khan village, around 30 kilometres away from Attock city.

RISALPUR: Naval Chief Admiral Muhammad Zakaullah said Wednesday that Pakistan is a
peace-loving country and seeks a harmonious co-existence with all countries. Addressing the
passing out parade at Pakistan Air Force (PAF) Academy here, Zakaullah stressed that
Pakistan's desire for peace must not be construed as a sign of weakness, reported Radio
Pakistan. The naval chief said any attempt to browbeat Pakistan would neither succeed nor serve
the purpose of peace and prosperity in the region. The valiant armed forces of Pakistan are fully
geared up to give a befitting response in case of any misadventure, he said. Admiral Zakaullah
said in the current security scenario certain extremist elements abetted externally are out to
disrupt peace and harmony in Pakistan.

He said the PAF has extended all out support to Pakistan Army in combating anti-state elements
in operation Zarb-i-Azb. Military operation Zarb-i-Azb was launched in North Waziristan on June
15 following a brazen militant attack on Karachi's international airport and the failure of peace
talks between the government and Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) negotiators. Security forces
have since vowed to intensify operations, using air strikes, artillery and mortars to take back
territory both in the border regions and other parts of the country. The army says it has cleared
most of North Waziristan. The final phase of Zarb-i-Azb got under way in August this year as
troops launched a ground offensive in Shawal Valley, one of the last strongholds of militants in
the region.

KARACHI: A joint interrogation team (JIT) report on the mastermind of the deadliest attack on the
Ismaili community in the metropolis, the Safoora carnage, revealed that the group was receiving
funding from the Islamic State (IS) also known as Da’esh. The JIT report on the mastermind,
Tahir Hussain Minhas, who established his own group linked with Da’esh, revealed that the group
was receiving funds from different countries, including Bahrain, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. “The
group has remained in touch with IS,” said an official privy to the matter. “This group comprised at
least 53 members, who previously belonged to different militant outfits, including Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi and alQaeda.” Minhas revealed that Abdullah Bin Yousuf alias Abdul Aziz alias Saqib is
the chief of IS in Pakistan, while Omar Afzal alias Jawad is the alQaeda Sindh chapter chief,
adding that Abdullah Bin Yousuf is leading the group in Pakistan. The report further revealed that
Abdullah Mansoori and Mistari Pathan hailed from Dera Ismail Khan while Tayyab and Ali
Rehman, who are qualified engineers, belonged to Karachi.

Earlier, on Monday, Sindh IG Ghulam Hyder Jamali, while briefing a parliamentary panel, said
that the IS group was active in the province and that the ultra-extremist Middle Eastern group had
links with the banned sectarian militant outfit, Lashkar-e-Jhangvi. He had said that investigations
into the Safoora carnage revealed that Abdul Aziz, the kingpin of the group, had escaped to Syria
and was involved in almost all the recent terror attacks along with his lieutenant, Azhar Minhas.
Another such report suggests that nearly 10 banned militant outfits are operating in the city.
These are Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, Sipah-e-Muhammad Pakistan, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan,
Tehreek-e-Taliban Swat, Tehreek-e-Taliban Mohmand, Tehreek-e-Taliban Shaheryar, al-Qaeda,
Jamaatul Ahrar, Jundullah and Foreign Militant Organisation. These militant organisations are
being operated by 66 commanders and each commander’s group comprises five to six members.

LAHORE: Fifteen suspects held in Kasur child pornography case were on Tuesday sent on a
judicial remand for six days. The anti-terrorism court hearing the case directed the prosecution to
present the suspects before the court on October 19 and adjourned the hearing. Earlier, a Joint
Investigation Team probing the case on Tuesday submitted their challans before the court. The
JIT report has charged 10 suspects with sodomy and five with criminal intimidation. None of them
has been charged with extortion. A gang of 20 to 25 men had ostensibly filmed as many as 400
videos of sexual abuse involving at least 280 children from the Hussain Khan Wala village in
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WEB DESK: Pakistan QUETTA: At least three people suspected of links with a banned
organisation were killed in a shootout in the Kanak area of Mastung district, Balochistan, on
Tuesday. According to police spokesperson Muhammad Javed, police and intelligence agencies
carried out a joint search operation in Killi Kudao, Kanak area of Mstung district. “Police have
recovered arms which were in the militants’ possession,” he added. The spokesperson, however,
added that they were yet to identify the bodies and ascertain which organisation the militants
belonged to.

Separately, at least two suspected militants were arrested during a search operation in Quetta
and Sui areas on Tuesday. According to the Frontier Constabulary spokesperson, paramilitary
forces and other law enforcement agencies conducted an operation in the eastern bypass area of
Quetta, where they made the arrest. The security forces on a tip-off apprehended an alleged
militant from the Sui area of Dera Bugti district, and shifted him to an undisclosed location for
investigation. On September 15, eight militants belonging to banned outfits were arrested during
a raid in Gwadar. “The suspects were involved in terrorist activities, including an attack on Jiwani
airport near Balochistan’s Gwadar district,” a FC spokesperson had told The Express Tribune.

TANK: Authorities on Monday sent over 140 internally displaced families to their native towns in
South Waziristan from the Khargi transit camp here, completing the 12th phase of the IDPs
return. The 12th phase had begun on August 31. Pak Army, district administration and the Fata
Disaster Management Authority oversaw the IDPs return process. A total of 11,009 IDP families
have been sent to Sara Rogha, Sarwekai, and Tiarza tehsils of South Waziristan during this
phase of the rehabilitation of the people displaced following launch of the Zarb-i-Azb military
operation in the tribal region. According to an FDMA official, out of total 11,009 returned families,
6,625 families were registered and 4,384 were unregistered. He said 6,527 families were
provided ATM cards while 6,215 families were given mobile SIMS, adding 6,362 IDP children
were given polio vaccines. It is worth mentioning here that due to the launch of the military
operation Rah-i-Nijat in 2009 over one million tribal people had been displaced who migrated to
Tank, Dera Ismail Khan and other parts of the country.

ISLAMABAD: Inspector General Police (IGP) Sindh Ghulam Hyder Jamali while briefing a
meeting of the Standing Committee on Interior on Monday said that 100 per cent of all high-profile
murder cases — including those of Parveen Rehman and Abbas Kumaili's son — have been
solved. He added that there has been a 98pc decline in cases of kidnapping for ransom and theft.
The Sindh IGP said that Daesh or the self-styled Islamic State and the banned sectarian militant
group Lashkar-i-dJhangvi (LJ) were linked to each other. Referring to the Safoora attack suspects,
he said they had been involved with Daesh for at least a year and had been receiving instructions
from one Abdul Aziz located in Syria.

IS was behind Safoora attack

The former interior minister and the head of the Senate committee on the interior, Rehman Malik,
said IS was “100 per cent” behind the Karachi attack, citing testimony from the Sindh provincial
police chief to his committee. “IS was 100 per cent involved in it, the attack was planned from
Syria and the attackers were receiving orders from a Pakistani member of IS presently in Syria,”
Malik said after the Monday meeting where the Sindh police chief testified. “So far 14 people
belonging to IS have been arrested in Pakistan.” Malik said Abdul Aziz, the alleged mastermind of
the attack, is from the city of Jhelum in Punjab province, and lived in interior Sindh for some time
before moving to Syria. Six laptops containing sensitive information which were recovered from
the suspects have been decrypted, Sindh IGP said, adding that the development will help in the
progress of the investigation. A 'hit-list' of to-be-targeted officials was also recovered from the
Safoora suspects, he added.

Jamali said that during the past year, 166 Al Qaeda affiliated terrorists, 644 other terrorists and
186 members of Lyari gangs had been arrested in Karachi. He said action had also been taken
against the facilitators and doctors who had treated injured Afghan nationals in the city. The IGP
said that senior police official Chaudhry Aslam Khan, who was killed in January last year, had
been targeted by Al Qaeda. Chairing the meeting, PPP leader and Senator Rehman Malik
constituted a sub-committee to probe the 'unknown Rangers' advertisement. He directed the sub-
committee to find those responsible for the ad. Malik also said that Indian Hindu nationalist party
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) was a terrorist organisation, and that Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was the chief terrorist.

WEB DESK: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Raheel Sharif has said both Pakistan and
Turkey will fight terrorism with a “coherent and common approach.” “Pakistan and Turkey are
facing daunting challenges. | am sure we will surmount them with a common and coherent
approach,” the army chief was quoted as saying by the ISPR. “We assure you our unflinching
support.” General Raheel, who is on a three-day official visit to Turkey, assured on Monday the
Turkish army chief Hulusi Akar that Pakistan understood the enormity of challenges being faced
by Turkey, and stood by the brotherly country. He also expressed condolences on the recent
terrorist attack in Ankara. At least 86 people were killed when two suspected suicide bombers hit
a rally of pro-Kurdish and leftist activists outside Ankara’s main train station on Saturday. The two
military leaders also discussed to enhance cooperation in the fields of counter-terrorism.

Earlier on his arrival, the army chief was presented a guard of honour by the Turkish land forces
at the forces’ headquarters. The COAS also visited the mausoleum of Kamal Ataturk, the founder
of modern-day Turkey and laid floral wreath at the grave. Meanwhile, General Raheel was
awarded the Turkish Legend of Merit for his services towards regional peace and handling the
menace of terrorism, clarity in direction and sense of purpose in leading Pakistan Army and
fighting the terrorists in an exemplary way.

KARACHI: Traffic police authorities have sought bulletproof vests with lighter weight for traffic-

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4%
v



13

vests sought for traffic

police
Daily Dawn, October 12, 2015

588 dead, 1,007 injured in
821 acts of terrorism

The Express Tribune, October 12,
2015

4% 02015 www.alhasan.com
v

(.2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

handling personnel across the city as they believe it is not easy to perform such duties with the
existing 9kg jackets. This development is in reaction to the immense threat of armed attacks that
have resulted in the deaths of several traffic police personnel, it emerged on Sunday. Sources
privy to the recent communication between the traffic police and the Sindh police hierarchy said a
proposal had been forwarded to the relevant authorities for the import of around 3,000 bulletproof
vests made of synthetic material which were much lighter in weight for traffic police personnel.
“The bulletproof vests currently used by our policemen carry metal plates on both sides of the
jacket,” said an official. “The average weight of such jackets ranges between 8kg. With such a
weight it's not an easy job to stand under the open sky for six to eight hours to control traffic.
That’s why a proposal was forwarded to the Sindh IG which is being pursued further,” he added.
He said the bulletproof vests made of synthetic material were much lighter and being used in
different parts of the country as well. Following the request from police authorities, according to
the sources, arrangements were being made to import bulletproof vests with synthetic material
through due process.

The recent wave of deadly attacks against traffic policemen has claimed the lives of nearly a
dozen personnel within a few weeks. Unarmed and without any regular policing training, traffic
constables were later given automated rifles, pistols and bulletproof vests by the Sindh police for
self-defence. However, the move has not shown to be much effective as attackers are still finding
traffic policemen a soft target since they are busy in traffic management at crowded intersections
amid hundreds of vehicles. Later, police authorities sought the assistance of paramilitary Rangers
to provide security to traffic police personnel in the metropolis following consistent attacks.
However, the Rangers, according to officials, have not been able to provide security cover to
traffic personnel at all major intersections. “The Rangers soldiers currently are deputed only at
sensitive intersections,” said another official.

“There are still a number of busy intersections where the traffic officials are without security cover.
At such points the traffic officials are taking care of security on their own with a couple of armed
colleagues.” Though the recent incident has sent ripples among the Karachi police authorities,
traffic policemen have also been randomly targeted in the past; some 49 traffic policemen have
been targeted from 1995 to 2015. Around 1,200 traffic policemen work in one shift with an overall
force of 3,100 across the city. “Out of 3,100 traffic police officials, 600 have been armed with
automated rifles and pistols,” said the official. “These 600 armed personnel perform duties along
with their 2,500 colleagues at traffic intersections providing them security cover. Apart from
Rangers and armed traffic policemen, some 300 police commandos have also been deputed in
different areas for the security of traffic officials.”

ISLAMABAD: Some 588 people were killed and another 1,007 sustained injuries in 821 incidents
of terrorism in the country during the first eight months of the year. This was revealed in a month-
wise break-up issued by the interior division for the period between January and September
2015. January and May proved to be the deadliest months with 121 and 137 fatalities
respectively. February turned out to be the safest month with only nine dead in acts of terrorism.
According to the Interior Division figures, 122 people were killed and 174 injured in 124 incidents
of terrorism during the month of January. Similarly, in 10 terrorism-related incidents during
February, nine people were killed and 49 injured, in March 86 acts of terrorism occurred in which
45 persons were killed and 141 injured and in 113 incidents during month of April, 59 lost their
lives and 110 got injured. The data further revealed that the month of May witnessed 121
incidents of terrorism with 137 fatalities and injuries to 162 people. In June, there were 70 such
incidents in which there were 50 dead and 55 injured, July saw 116 terror acts that left 65 people
dead and 131 injured while in August, 61 people were killed and 77 injured in 82 incidents of
terrorism.
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KARACHI: Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center administration has removed all the wall chalking,
panaflex, banners, flags and portraits of political party’s leaders from the premises of institution on
the directive of provincial health minister. Deputy Director Admin & Focal Person, Jinnah
Postgraduate Medical Center, Dr Jawaid Akhter Jamali, said in the light of provincial health minister
and court order that the administration had removed all wall chalking, panaflex, banners, flags and
portraits of political party’s leadership from OPDs, Wards, doctors and staff colonies He said offices
of political parties had already been closed down in the premises of healthcare and no any office of
medical wing of political party exist any more in the institution. He said prime responsibility of public
hospital administration is to provide better treatment facilities to patients who should feel comfortable
when they visit hospital. He said several paramedical associations haven't established their offices
inside hospital premises but hoisted party flags, portraits of leaders and painted slogans on the walls.
Dr Jamali said health institutions should be freed from politics as they provide treatment to all
segments of society without any discrimination. He said administration had clear stance on the issue
that the health institution should be spared from all kind of political interferences. It was pertinent to
mention here that Sindh Health Minister Jam Mehtab Dahar had issued strict instructions to
administrations of public hospitals to shut down offices of all political parties established inside their
premises.

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Health Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar said on Friday that the Sindh
government is committed to making the province polio-free and all stakeholders are supposed to
unite on one platform to eradicate polio in the province. This he said in a statement issued here. He
said that during anti polio drive till 15 October in 16 towns of Karachi and 14 other districts of Sindh so
far, 4,973423 children have been administered polio drops while the target was 4,919,693 children
under five years. He said 3,35,390 children in Dadu, 334,126 children in Ghotki, 3,16,144 children in
Hyderabad, 220,075 children in Jacobabad, 62,715 children in Jamshoro, 2,75,866 children in
Kamber, 223,253 children in Kashmore, 432,205 children in Khairpur, 3,08,332 children in Larkana,
287,977 children in Naushro Feroz, 3,79,467 children in Sanghar, 331,153 children in Shaheed
Benazirabad, 248,371 children in Shikarpur and 281,142 children in Sukkur have been administered
polio drops. He said that in next phase, an anti polio campaign from 28 October to 31 October in five
towns of Karachi - Gulberg, Liaquatabad, North Karachi, Gulshan-e-Igbal and Gadap - would be
launched and 20 union councils would be covered. He said that the number of refusal cases was
7,465; however, efforts were being made to bring refusal cases to zero through consultation and help
of civit society.

KARACHI: Deputy Inspector General of Karachi Licence Department Aftab Pathan said on Friday
that stern action will be taken against motor training schools in Karachi working without proper
workshops and lacking dual-operating system in their vehicles. At least 150 motor training schools
have been operating in the metropolis and they are not registered with the license department as per
the report of a previous survey conducted by Karachi Licence department, said the DIG while talking
to PPI. Aftab Pathan said a committee has been formed which will conduct a new survey on all motor
training schools that are not following the Traffic Rule (23) in the city. This traffic rule bounds all
motor training schools to follow the law and provide proper training to learner drivers as per the traffic
law including basic training of vehicles’ engine, tyre pressure and water level in radiator, he added.
The DIG said it has been observed that poor training of learner drivers is behind the growing
accidents in the city so no more these shoddy schools would be allowed to play with precious lives of
citizens. These so-called training schools cannot provide standard training to drivers despite they are
being charged heavy fee. He said as per the Traffic Rule 23 they are responsible to register driving
training schools and issue them licences if they meet the criteria. He said motor training schools
should have proper workshops, dual operating vehicles with third party insurance, the trainers should
have proper commercial licences and they must have knowledge about the traffic law. Pathan
regretted that many motor training schools are being operated in small shops; even some of them
have dual services.

ISLAMABAD: To celebrate the National Foundation Day and the Armed Forces Day of the Republic
of Korea, Korean Ambassador Dr Song Jong-Hwan and his wife hosted a reception at their
residence. It was attended by hundreds of guests both from the civil and military sectors of society.
The guest of honour was Minister for Commerce Khuram Dastagir Khan, while Punjab Governor
Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana and Ch Shujaat Hussain also attend the function. Speaking on
the occasion, Dr Song Jong-hwan said the Korean Embassy has marked October as Korea month
and have arranged more than a dozen functions to celebrate it. “It is a matter of great pride for me to
say that Pak-Korea ties are reaching new heights. During my tenure as Ambassador, the Korean
prime minister and the Korean National Assembly speaker of visited Pakistan in 2014 for the first
time in history.”

ISLAMABAD: Gilgit Baltistan (GB) Chief Minister Hafeezur Rehman in his meeting with Higher
Education Commission (HEC) Chairman Dr Mukhtar Ahmed on Friday discussed issues pertaining to
the higher education opportunities in the province. The chairman briefed the chief minister about
various HEC initiatives for development of higher education in the northern areas, including different
scholarship and research and development opportunities available for faculty members, researchers
and students, particularly those people who cannot afford higher education on their own expense.
Both sides discussed the establishment of a new university in Skardu and sub-campuses of
Karakoram International University in different districts of GB.

The chief minister appreciated the HEC for bringing the much-needed change due to its initiatives
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during the last decade. He assured complete support of the GB government for developing higher
education in the province.

SECP holds investor ISLAMABAD: The Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP), taking forward its
education seminar at

campaign on investor education, organised a seminar for the students of Quaid-e-Azam School of
Management Sciences QASMS) at its campus in Quaid-e-Azam University. The seminar focused on
(e.\V] motivating the students to educate themselves about the role of the SECP as the apex regulator of
Daily Times, October 17, 2015 the non-banking financial sector of Pakistan’s economy. During the seminar, the SECP Chairman
vision for increasing awareness of financial markets, products with particular emphasis on fraud
prevention was communicated to the attending students. Accordingly, students were encouraged to
acquire learned financial behaviour as early as possible in their career pursuit to equip them with the
requisite financial understanding for making responsible and well-considered investment decisions in
the future. In this context, the focus of the seminar remained on promoting a culture of savings and
investments. Another key feature of the programme focused on educating the students about the
investor education portal launched by the SECP titled ‘Jamapunji’, its rich contents and multiple
features. The students and faculty were also informed about the SECP’s intention to conduct intra-
university competitions on mock trading through Jamapuniji's portal to enhance their understating of
capital markets and its operations. The seminar was attended by a sizable group of students
pursuing guraduation and master level education in various streams of business management such
as marketing, finance, and human resource management. The seminar was followed by an
interactive discussions and a question and answer session. The participants commended the SECP
efforts in developing informed investors and highlighted the need for more frequent sessions in the
future. Possibilities of collaboration in the areas of research and curriculum development also
remained in discussion. The SECP recognises that in today’s complex world, having a solid
understanding of the financial marketplace is a key foundation to be able to handle life’s big events —
paying for college, marriage, buying a home, and saving for retirement. Each individual has a
responsibility to protect and take care of his/her own financial affairs. The seminar was designed to
discuss the topics that are important for financial security. It was explained to students that the
amount of their savings impacts their investing. And most importantly, the amount they invest will
impact their financial security.

Russia to lay $2 bn gas ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Russia on Friday signed an agreement on laying a 1,100-kilometre-long

: : : : pipeline from Karachi to Lahore with Russian investment of $2 billion. The agreement on cooperation
Plpeline In Pakistan for the development of North-South Gas Pipeline was inked by Federal Minister for Petroleum and
The News, October 17, 2015 Natural Resources Shahid Khagan Abbasi and Russian Minister for Energy Alexander Novak here at
the Prime Minister's House. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif witnessed the signing ceremony. Under the
inter-governmental agreement, the Russian Federation through its state corporation RT Global
Resource will collaborate with Pakistan’s Inter State Gas System (Pvt) Ltd for laying of the pipeline.
Shahid Khagan Abbasi told APP that the project was of great significance for Pakistan as it will help
carry the additional volume of imported gas from the country’s south to the rest of the country. He
said the pipeline would develop a proper mechanism for the transportation of gas from south to other
parts of the country for which no system existed at present. The minister said the North-South
pipeline project was part of the government’s vision to meet the country’s energy needs on priority
basis. He said China was also expected to collaborate in execution of the gas pipeline project, which
will be completed in 30 months. The project will be capable of transporting 1.2 billion cubic feet of gas
from Karachi to Lahore by laying 42-inch diameter pipeline. The first phase is expected to be
completed by December 2017.

The Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) had approved the North-South Gas Pipeline Project
under a government-to-government agreement in January 2015. The draft inter government
agreement was approved by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in July 2015. The ECC had designated the
Inter State Gas System (Pvt) Ltd as the executing agency to implement the project in liaison with the
Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) and Sui Southern Gas Company Limited (SSGCL). The
project will take cooperation between Russia and Pakistan “to a new level”’, Novak said in a
statement issued by the ministry.The statement said the pipeline will be operated by the
manufacturer for 25 years before being transferred to the Pakistan government. Russia’s ITAR-TASS
news agency reported in June that the country had lifted its embargo on arms supplies to Pakistan
and was holding talks on supplying Islamabad with combat helicopters. Nawaz Sharif at the time
invited Russian companies to invest in Pakistan, particularly in the energy sector, and benefit from
the business-friendly policies of the government.Earlier, Nawaz Sharif said during a meeting with the
Russian delegation led by Alexander Novak that the growing Russian cooperation would help a great
deal in meeting Pakistan’s energy requirements. This is the first such visit by a Russian energy
minister to Pakistan in three decades.Both the sides reviewed the overall state of bilateral energy
cooperation between the two countries, the possibility of greater Russian investment in Pakistan’s oil
and gas sector and exchanged views on the North South Gas Pipeline project which would mark a
new milestone in their bilateral energy cooperation. During the meeting, the Russian energy minister
expressed the hope that his visit would pave the way for enhanced energy cooperation between the
two countries.Other members of the Russian delegation included Executive Director Kulikov SA,
General Director of RT Global Resources Korobov AV and other senior energy and technical experts.
From the Pakistan side, the meeting was attended by Shahid Khagan Abbasi, Minister of State for
Petroleum Jam Kamal, Special Assistant to PM Tariq Fatemi, Secretary Petroleum Arshad Mirza and
other senior officers from the Petroleum Ministry and the PM’s Office.

Nepra announces 20pc ISLAMABAD: The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) on Friday announced
hike in small around 20 percent increase in the tariff of small hydropower generation projects with an installed
. capacity of up to 25MW. After reviewing the motions for Leave for Review filed against the
hydropower projects determination of the Authority, on April 2, 2015, the authority has came up with a new levelised tariff
tariff of 10.88 cents per kilowatt for low head, with the presumed plant factor of 50 percent, with 100
The Nation. October 17. 2015 percent foreign debt, while for total local debt the rates has been revised to 12.78 cents per kilowatts.

! ’ For high head with full foreign investment the rates will be 10.05 cents per kilowatts while for 100
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percent local debts the tariff will be 11.82 cents. The tariff will be same for plant factor up to 65
percent for low head, foreign and locals debts while for high heads the tariff for 55 percent plant
factor will be 9.14 cents for foreign while 10.75 cents per kilowatts for local debt. As increase in plant
factor the high head tariff decreases up to 6.28 cents per kilowatts for 80 percent, for foreign dent
while 7.393 for local debt. According to the decision the tariff was revised on stakeholders request.
After Nepra decision in April this year, various stakeholders submitted review petitions and after
considering their requests the authority came up with this new tariff. In its April decision the authority
announced levelised tariff of Rs. 7.449 per kilowatts for low head projects with 100 percent foreign
debts, while for local debt the levelised tariff was set at Rs. 9.76 per kilowatts. The petitioners
including government of KPK, sought review of the Upfront Tariff Determination on the following
grounds that The EPC cost assumed in the Upfront Tariff Determination is too low; A mechanism for
indexation of civil works cost (one-time adjustment at COD) on account of variation in prices of major
inputs (i.e. Fuel, Steel, Labor and Cement) during the construction period has not been allowed; The
assumed Debt financing cost (premium over KIBOR) is low; The assumed Debt-Equity ratio is low;
The percentage assumed for Financing fee and charges is low; and the timelines regarding validity of
the upfront tariff and maximum time for financial close may be altered; On above, the authority
decided to revise the previous onetime adjustment, under which 40pc of the assumed EPC cost will
be adjusted over 36 months (maximum) starting from the date of financial close of the project for
USD/PKR exchange rate variation, and 60pc of the assumed EPC cost converted at reference
USD/PKR exchange rate of 101.95 will be adjusted over 36 months (maximum) starting from the date
of financial close of the project. Small hydropower projects are considered a viable source in
Pakistan as they do not require building of large dams and do not pose environmental problems of
deforestation, submergence or rehabilitation. The upfront tariff was introduced with an objective of
simplifying the tariff process, providing certainty to the potential investors, fast-tracking the
development of commercially attractive small hydropower sites, allowing material risk coverage to the
investor.

KARACHI: Despite lapse of five years after the 18th Amendment decentralised the higher education
commission, there is still a tussle going on between the federal and provincial governments over its
functioning, which is one of the reasons that quality of education in the country is not getting better.
These views were shared by adviser to Sindh CM Sharmila Farooqi on Friday. She was speaking to
a gathering of universities’ vice-chancellors, other academics and students at a seminar, titled
‘Higher Education in Pakistan: The way forward’, organised by Sindh Madressatul Islam University at
Marriot Hotel. “As of now, only two provinces, Sindh and Punjab, have established their higher
education commissions,” said Farooqi. “Out of these, only the former’s is functioning as an
independent, fully fledged institution, while Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan have yet to
establish theirs.” Deploring over the education and literacy system, she said that one of the most
pivotal issues in the country was quality of education. She was of the view that none of the country’s
public-sector universities stood amongst the world’s best universities. To cope with this shortcoming,
she suggested, the academics needed to update the curriculum continuously at all levels. Sindh
senior minister for education Nisar Ahmed Khuhro seconded Faroogi’s opinions. “We have yet to pick
up the pace to move forward,” he said. Tokyo alone has around 500 universities, which, according to
Khuhro, shows that Japan has education among its priorities.

According to former Sindh University vice-chancellor Prof Mazharul Haq Siddiqui, primary education
should be emphasised in order to improve higher education. “Primary education is basic and yet
prime education,” he said. “If the basics are strong, advanced grades will be stronger for sure,” he
added.

LAHORE: Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) conducted a consultative session of
stakeholders and experts at Hyderabad with WAPDA Chairman Zafar Mahmood in the chair to
discuss water security issues in Pakistan. This was the third session following the two which were
held at Lahore and Islamabad on October 5 and 8 respectively. Besides WAPDA Member (Water)
Muhammad Shoaib Igbal, the consultative session was attended by the representatives of the
various provincial departments of Sindh such as lIrrigation, Agriculture, Environment and Alternate
Energy, Public Health Engineering, Population Welfare, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, NED
University Karachi, Mehran University of Engineering and Technology Jamshoro, Sindh Agriculture
University Tando Jam, Sindh University Thatta Campus, International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN), Pakistan Fisher Folk Forum, Hisaar Foundation, Sindh Democratic Forum and Centre
for Peace and Civil Society. In addition to a number of water sector experts, Sindh Abadgar Board
President and Sindh Chamber of Agriculture general secretary also participated in the event.
Speaking on the occasion, the WAPDA chairman briefed the delegates about objective of holding the
consultative sessions on water security issues. He said that the prime minister has tasked WAPDA to
consult the stakeholders as well as water sector experts and come up with recommendations so as
to finalise the prime minister’s initiatives on water security. The recommendations of the consultative
sessions will be collated and presented to the prime minister, he added. Highlighting the importance
of water for life, the chairman said that striking a balance between water availability and its need is a
must. He said unfortunately, there is no harmony among the provinces on water issues, therefore,
there is a dire need to forge consensus on all water issues that can be reached through constructive
engagements. During the consultative session, WAPDA Adviser Dr Izharul Haq introduced the basic
water issues confronting Pakistan. Later, experts and stakeholders made detailed deliberations about
various issues relating to water security in Pakistan. Former Sindh Irrigation secretary Idris Rajput
dilated upon the issues concerning water storages in Pakistan and options available with the country
in this regard. Eminent water sector expert Abrar Kazi highlighted the ways and means for efficient
use of water. Renowned water sector writer GN Mughul spoke about the need to establish water
rights of upper and lower riparian. Water sector expert-cum-author Iqtidar H Siddiqui briefed the
participants on trans-boundary water issues. Simi Kamal of Hisaar Foundation emphasised on the
need of sustainability of Indus Delta. Professor Dr Atif Mustafa of NED University brought into light
the impact of climate change on water resources in Pakistan. Dr Kamran Ansari of Mehran University
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of Engineering and Technology Jamshoro gave a rundown of flood and drought management.

Yet another food street LAHORE: The Punjab government has decided to demolish the city’s only historic wrestling stadium

(akhaara) to build a food street at Minto Park (Igbal Park). It is pertinent to mention that the wrestling
at ,the_ cost of akhaara stadium once had been run under the auspicious of Mian Muhammad Sharif, the father of ‘sharif
Daily Times, October 16, 2015 brothers’. Wrestling game has been one of the prime factor in the Lahore’s cultural heritage and
Pakistan’s major wrestlers had done practice on this very historic stadium and came out in front of
the world and won world major wrestling tittles. The wrestling game is already on decline in the
country and with these government’s steps if taken then the future of this game of would be bleak.
The Punjab government has given notice to the Punjab Sports Board to demolish the Wrestling
Stadium after which the wrestling stadium would be given to Parks Horticulture Authority (PHA). The
already food street situated along the wall of Badshahi Mosque, was recently build by the Punjab
government, but the government is going to make yet another food street at Igbal Park. In 1944, a
Muslim family donated eight-Kanal space, for the wrestling stadium just to provide area for the then
Muslim community. The stadium which is going to be demolished is the same stadium where in 1928,
Rustam-e-Hind Imam Bakhsh and Gunga Pehalwan historic match was occurred. The wrestlers of
Punjab also pleaded that a lot of young enthusiastic wrestlers came to practice for wrestling in the
akhaara adding that if it is demolished the city’s cultural heritage would be lost in the history. Punjab
wrestlers had protested the idea of demolishing the wrestling stadium and held a press conference at
Lahore Press Club on Thursday. On the occasion, Rustam-e-Hind Master Sadiq Pehalwan (wrestler),
Saiklonwala Nadeem, Majeed Pehalwan, Malik Shafee, Irffan and Mian Daud Fazal jointly protested
the government’s decision and termed it as ‘destruction of wrestling game’.The stadium was built in
era of former Punjab chief minister Pervaiz Elahi. The wrestlers and residents of Walled City of
Lahore tried to contact the PML-N leader Hamza Shebaz to take notice of demolishing of the historic
wrestling stadium but their voices went unheard.

97 new dengue cases RAWALPINDI: At least 97 new dengue cases were confirmed by health officials in Rawalpindi during

emerge in Rawalpindi
Daily Times, October 16, 2015

the last 24 hours. The patients have been admitted to the allied hospitals in Rawalpindi. According to
hospital sources, the dengue virus has been confirmed in 697 patients so far this year while six
persons have expired since January. Meanwhile, a meeting was held on Thursday to review and take
necessary action to prevent further spread of dengue virus. Rawalpindi Commissioner Zahid Saeed
chaired the meeting and monitored the performance of various departments for the eradication of
dengue. District Coordination Officer Sajid Zafar Dal, Health Additional Director Dr Syed Islam Zafar,
ADCG Imran Qureshi and others attended the meeting. The commissioner directed officials
concerned to speed up anti-dengue activities and warned that no laxity would be tolerated. He said
dengue can only be eliminated with coordinated and combined efforts as it is the common enemy.
Therefore, every individual and government department should discharge their responsibilities for the
elimination of dengue with devotion and diligence. He said anti-dengue activities should be further
strengthened and coordinated by specially focusing on union councils from where dengue cases are
being reported. He directed the officials concerned to complete fumigation drive in high-risk areas of
the city.

Roots International ISLAMABAD: The Roots International Schools (RIS) and Pakistan Baitul Maal (PBM) signed a

- g memorandum of understanding (MOU) to create a linkage between industry and academia thus
SCh_OOIS SIQT‘S e el resulting in economic growth a%d( stabi)lity in the country. gRIS chief executiveyoffice Walid Mushtaq
Pakistan Baitul Maal and Managing Director Barrister Abid Waheed Sheikh signed the memorandum to create a corporate
Daily Times, October 16, 2015 and social linkage with the PBM The ceremony held at RIS Conference Hall, Wellington Campus.
Both the parties wish to promote and carry out collaborative activities to promote common interest of
the organisations. The purpose of this MOU is to exchange educational resource material of mutual
interest, favour collaborative research projects and encourage its members to take part in
conferences seminars and other professional activities organised by the institution.

The MoU obliges both parties to a certain set of rules, which benefits each organisation and its
members eventually. Moreover, the Roots International Schools will provide the PBM extended
cooperation in business, research and sharing of resources for the uplift of academic and business
activities inside the country. The MoU signed employs the RIS to identify challenges the corporate
sector encounters in the area of corporate academia relationship hence, the students will make
presentation on these challenges before joint sittings of the RIS and the PBM. At Roots International
Schools, “We create a learning community where students can fulfil their personal potential by
contributing in quality learning experiences, prepare for a lifetime of trials and opportunities and
develop a personal vision of a preferred future, the CEO said. Being the pioneer in advance learning
techniques, the students of RIS, with exceptional intellectual base, have managed to break the world
records when it comes to distinctions and scholarships from international universities bringing home,
pride for the institution, he added.

Roots International Career Acceleration Programme (RICAP) empowers students and alumni to
translate their academic foundation, regardless of major or background, into professional success.
Through industry-specific training, global networking connections, and opportunities to put a world-
class education into practice, RICAP is helping students embark upon successful futures. The RIS
will nominate suitable candidates for the internship programmes in the PBM and file a signed letter of
commitment with the students regarding their compliance with the rules and regulations of the PBM
during internship. In addition to this, the students of the RIS will benefit greatly from work experience
by putting theory into practice, eventually they shall be considered for job placements at the PBM if
they fulfil their criteria and merit.

DELNEUETSSIELEN (GR [l 8 Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) leader Daniyal Aziz on Thursday accused the Pakistan

P : Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTl)-led Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government of investing funds allocated for power
of mve_Stmg energy sector development into the stock market, and announced that the ruling party will move a reference
funds into stock market in this regard with National Accountability Bureau. Addressing a press conference, Aziz said there is
Pakistan Today, October 16, an audit report of Hydel power projects which, according to him, shows that the head of these
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projects worked under PTI leader Asad Umer when the latter was CEO in Engro.

Aziz further said that in order to cover up its own corruption in KP, the PTI whipped up the issue of
Nandipur power project. Addressing a press conference along with MNA Talal Chaudhry, Aziz said
he had also served a Rs 1.5 billion defamation notice on Imran Khan for making baseless allegations
against him. “If PTI has any evidence against us then it should send us notices and go to NAB,” he
said. Aziz said that electricity shortage in KP could be overcome by installing new projects but the
PTI government there had invested its funds in the stock market. “The KP government is involved in
gambling,” he alleged, adding that audit reports said that Rs 538 million withdrawn for hydel projects
were not spent by the provincial government. He said the KP government changed the investment
page on the website on September 17, alleging that Imran Khan conveniently brushed the matter of
his provincial government under the carpet while highlighting the Nandipur project issues.

Investors warn of
packing bags as NEPRA

looks to decrease tariff

The Express Tribune, October
16, 2015

ISLAMABAD: In a not-so-veiled warning, foreign investors are showing reluctance over the solar
power tariff being proposed by the government and have stated that they might consider moving their
business elsewhere. The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) announced a tariff of
16.3 cents per unit in January 2014, which was revised down to 14.15 cents after a year. Now, the
regulator has conducted a hearing where it was proposed that the tariff be reduced further to 9.25
cents per units from January 2016 onwards.

In the wake of this downward revision, investors, who have invested billions in solar energy projects,
have warned that the viability of their businesses in Pakistan has gone down. Foreign and local
investors have also turned down the four-month cutoff time for the 100MW Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park
to reach the specified amount of power generation, urging the regulator to extend the limit to a year.
While also urging the government to raise the tariff, investors have warned moving to other countries
where solar power generation seemed more viable. During the public hearing held by the regulator,
Qui Changbin, vice-president Zonergy China, said the revised tariff needs to be implemented at least
one year after the Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park has been made operational. The official said that
Pakistan’s experience in the realm of solar energy was minimal and it needed to tread carefully.

Zonergy China is working on a 900-MW solar project under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC). Qui said the cost of solar power station in Pakistan was 15-30% higher than that in China.
“The average electricity price is 14.15 cents which is still below the lowest feed-in tariff level of
China,” he said, adding that Pakistan also faces problems of unstable security, slow economic
development and deficient infrastructure. He said that all countries, even with stable and healthy
development of solar energy, experience a gradual phase of high to lower tariff.

“In the initial stage, investors are attracted to promote industrial development through high electricity
tariffs. But with the gradual development of matched industrial environment and further development
of solar energy, the price is reduced,” he said, citing China, Germany and Japan as examples.

BEIJING - Former federal minister and Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Vice President Sherry
Rehman has said that “One Belt One Road” initiative is a huge project and there is a national
consensus in Pakistan for forging ahead with such a powerful vision that represents connectivity,
infrastructure, trade and energy. In an interview with the People’s Daily newspaper, she said that in
Pakistan everybody was very excited about the “One Belt One Road,” the centrepiece of the initiative
for all in the region. Sherry is in Beijing to attend the Asian Political Parties Special Conference. “We
hope that we can really take the next millennium facing front with Asia rising and China power in this
important dream for all of us,” she said. In fact, as all-weather friends, the bilateral cooperation
between Pakistan and China has great advancement in recent year. Pakistan handed the
management of the Gwadar port over to a Chinese company in early 2013, which provides the
linkage to the Arabian Sea and cooperates with China in Thar coal project, a two billion dollar joint
venture in 2015, which is a long-term investment in the region. It is also a transformational move, and
a big gain for Asia. Pakistan is the gateway to Central Asia and Far East and connects Afghanistan
and other countries. The One Belt One Road initiative is about connecting the landmass of Asia to
huge part of Europe. "It's a big Eurasian project that really matters," she said. “We look it as a mutual
win-win initiative between Pakistan and China,” she said. The former minister stressed that there was
a huge public consensus in Pakistan on doing business with all Chinese including both the
governments and private companies. This allows the government to move forward to build
consensus, connect the nodes and coordinate various resources to materialise hundreds of projects
that link the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, a component of One Belt One Road. People in
Pakistan know very well that the project has the potential to transform the future of Pakistan and the
region. They do know that all the sectors are working together to boost this project. There is already
a broad consensus to embrace the new Chinese vision and dream," she said. In addition to the One
Belt One Road initiative, there are also many mechanisms of cooperation in Asia, such as China-
India-Bangladesh-Myanmar Economic Corridor. Sherry also expressed her observations on these
mechanisms: “Inevitably these routes will overlap and connect at some point. We don’t see
overlapping relationships as a zero sum game or one relationship excludes the other. The ability to
do business in overlapping layers is going to be the next century dynamic.”

'One Belt One Road

represents connectivity,

infrastructure and trade'
Daily Pakistan, October 16, 2015

Form energy ministry,
abolish power,
petroleum ministries:

Abbasi
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LAHORE: Federal Minister for Petroleum and Natural Resources Shahid Khan Abbasi said the
suggestion to abolish the Planning Commission did not meant for removing Ahsan Igbal from the
office. Expressing his views in Geo News programme ‘Capital Talk on Wednesday, he said the era of
centralised planning, in his opinion, was over, while many affairs had been delegated to the
provinces. He had no differences with Ahsan, Abbasi added. The ministries should plan the future
course of action themselves as the time had come to close down the Planning Commission, he said,
suggesting formation of a new ministry of energy while abolishing the petroleum as well as the water
and power ministries. Abbasi said ending the GIDC (Gas Infrastructure Development Cess) was not
possible, adding that the supply system would be improved and new gas brought into the system with
its help. According to the minister, the government is ready to solve the issues with the textile
industry. The raise in gas tariff - which had not been increased during the last three years - is much
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less than the rate of inflation. After the 18th Amendment, gas is a provincial subject. There is a
severe gas shortage in Punjab where they would be able to supply it only to the domestic consumers
during the next three to four months.

Stating that the LNG would be cheaper than all types of fuels, Abbasi said the Ogra had fixed the
LNG price at $8.6 per MMBTU and all the cost would borne by the consumers. He said an amount of
Rs100 billion would be saved through LNG-based power generation, adding that the basic purpose of
importing LNG was to run gas-based power units and fertilizer plants as well as supplying CNG. The
minister mentioned the gas theft amounting to Rs10 billion in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa but said the
provincial government had expressed its inability to stop the practice. Abbasi said high quality petrol
and diesel were not being imported to Pakistan, which had negative effect on car engines and
environment; however, it didn’t affect the bikes of less than 100 cc power. Receiving Rs2 billion as
bribe daily from the PSO was impossible, he noted. Senate Standing Committee on Textile Industry
Chairman Mohsin Aziz said presently, using furnace oil for power generation was cheaper than the
gas, as he called for slashing the GIDC and gas charges. He stressed that there was a need to
abolish many other institutions, not the Planning Commission. According to Mohsin, the government
has increased the gas price by 23 per cent along with 22 per cent GIDC. Thus, it is difficult for the
industry to bear the 44 per cent increase in production cost. He said the government had raised the
gas tariff for smaller provinces excessively and was also levying terminal charges in the LNG price.
The hike in gas price was for ending the difference between the LNG and gas prices, he added. The
president of APTMA Punjab chapter, Amir Fayyaz Sheikh, described the textile industry strike as an
unfortunate event for the country and stressed the need for supplying gas to the textile units.
According to Sheikh, they have been raising the issues being faced by them with the government for
the last two-and-half months but no solution could be found even after a meeting with Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif. They have given an eight-point agenda to the government; however, they are told that
there would be no gas supply for the next three to four months. Sheikh said the Indian yarn and
clothes were being dumped in Pakistan, adding that there was 5 per cent duty on the Indian yarn in
Pakistan but it was 28 per cent for the Pakistani product in India. He revealed that India had spent
$66 billion on the textile industry during the last seven years, but the amount for Pakistan during the
same period was mere $3.5 billion.

The government has decided to turn all government schools in the federal area (rural area) into
model educational institutions.In the first phase, as many as 20 government schools will be turned
into model schools. As part of the makeover, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif will inaugurate a model
school in the constituency of MNA Dr Tariq Fazal Chaudhry on his return from the US. According to
the source, Maryam Nawaz is also looking into the entire process of conversion of schools. In line
with the vision of the premier, education standard in government schools will be brought at par with
private educational institutions to persuade parents to send their children into government schools.

A source said that work on the project has paced after increase in fee by private educational
institutions. Qualified teaching staff will be appointed in these schools and state of the art science
and computer labs will be built.

KARACHI: Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center has once again been facing acute shortage of drugs
for over two weeks and the provincial Sindh Health Department has failed to provide required quota
of medicines to the institution. A senior official of Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center said
Wednesday that there is an acute medicine shortage since over two weeks. He said medicines are
not available for OPD vistors and admitted patients. However, he added that there is no shortage of
medicines in Emergency Department of the hospital. He said patients have been compelled to
purchase medicines from private medical stores. He said shortage of medicine has badly affected the
performance of the hospital and added to the difficulties of patients. He said that the stock of
medicines had already ended in the hospital and provincial authorities concerned could not arrange
more medicines as yet, which is affecting poor patients visiting the hospital. He said over 3000
patients daily visit the hospital’s different Outpatients Departments (OPDs). The OPD patients have
to stand in queues for hours to get medicines but they do not get all medicines prescribed by doctors
due to shortage of in the store of this major hospital. Deputy Director Admin & Focal Person, JPMC,
Dr Jawaid Jamali, however, said the supply of medicines has already been resumed in the hospital
and situation will improve within a few days.

LAHORE: Punjab AIDS Control Programme will celebrate World AIDS Day on today (Thursday) by
organising a consultative seminar on Fast Tracking of HIV. Punjab Health Secretary Jawwad Rafique
Malik, Health Director General Dr Zahid Pervez, representatives of NGOs, WHO, UNICEF and other
international partners, EDOs Health, medical superintendents of different government hospitals,
health experts and HIV patients will participate in the seminar. Punjab AIDS Control Programmes
Director Dr Salman Shahid stated this during a media briefing on Wednesday. He added that
consultative seminar on provincial level will be very fruitful for evolving effective strategy to remove
the hurdles and difficulties in the process of AIDS control and creating awareness about this deadly
disease.

LAHORE: On first day of anti-polio drive, around 150,000 children were administered polio drops by
District administration teams across the city on Wednesday. A three-day campaign against polio was
kicked off yesterday in the 74 sensitive union councils of district and to cover 597,544 children below
the age of five. Lahore District Coordination Officer (DCO) Muhammad Usman administered the polio
drops to children in the area of Lytton Road and personally observed the performance of the polio
teams.

ISLAMABAD: Roots Millennium Schools’ Flagship Millennium Campus 19/3, Islamabad in
collaboration with United States Education Foundation Pakistan (USEFP) organised a visit of 16 US
universities in the formers premises on Wednesday. Representatives from Murray State University,
Valparaiso University, University of Northern lowa, lowa State university of Science and Technology,
Colorado State University, University of Bridgeport, Old Dominion University, Saint Peter’s University,
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University of Kentucky, Arizona State University, St Ambrose University, Savannah College of Art
and Design, Hiram College, Western Kentucky University, Wichita State University and Northeastern
Illinois University talk and brief Millennials about global undergraduate scholarships. All the
representatives of the universities were there to brief about scholarships and study abroad. This
session was quite productive and interesting for all Millennials from Islamabad, Abbottabad,
Peshawar, Mirpur and Gujranwala campuses as they were part of this interactive fair. Roots
Millennium Schools being the house of opportunity accommodates students from all over Pakistan
from various backgrounds and different system of education. Roots Millennium School is a global
institution committed to meet the needs and ambitions of a diverse range of students by providing
challenging academic programmes underpinned by innovative research, scholarship and
professional practice. All the representatives of the universities addressed the students sharing the
opportunities of higher education in United States of America. This was followed by a highly
interactive question and answer session in which AS and A level students posed very pertinent
questions regarding study in US, the cultural difference and environment in US colleges and
universities. After the question and answer session, RMS Chief Executive Faisal Mushtaq presented
memento to the representatives who have added to the pride of the RCI by showing up in Millennials
campus for one to one talk session.

ISLAMABAD: Public health is being compromised for over quite some time due to rise in food
adulteration and sale of fake and spurious medicines in the market. The profiteers are often misusing
the opportunity for meeting the ever-increasing demands of edibles and medicines by violating the
food and drug related laws about public health safety. The declining standards of sale products,
commodities, edibles, and adulteration in food, unhygienic condition and availability of fake and
spurious medicines in the market has left the customers with no choice but to pay for sources of
complicated diseases. The business community is focusing more on minting money than maintaining
the prescribed standards of their products. A resident of Sector G7, Shahid Khan said the unhygienic
conditions and poor standards of food are hazardous for human body, causing an increase in food
poisoning cases. Most of the workers in the restaurants, mills and industries (related to edibles) do
not care about cleanliness, resulting in infecting food either with their hands or tools. Strange and
novel techniques are used in food adulteration and sale of products for persuading the costumers to
buy the products. Shahid Khan said food adulteration and spurious medicines had exposed the
people to a number of new and complicated diseases. This also makes the consumers deprived of
their very basic rights of getting access to clean and standard food, good quality of medicines and
other sale products, he added. A medical practitioner, Dr Nasir Shah, said food poisoning refers to a
wide variety of diseases, which are usually caused by eating contaminated food. He said the two
main contributing factors for food poisoning are poor handling of food and its unhygienic preparation.
Muhammad Kashif, a resident of Sector 110, who is in the capital for studies and lives in a bachelor
hostel said, “I avoid eating food in the market and hotels and cook it by myself to keep away from
food poisoning and other food-borne diseases.”

Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation and Coordination Public Relation Officer Sajid Shah
said, “Dealing with the issue of spurious and fake medicines has become a provincial subject after
the passage of 18th amendment.” He, however, said on complaints, the respective company or
factory of the medicines is raided and its registration and manufacturing of the product is checked.
Sajid Shah said the quality, composition and sample of the medicine are examined in relevant
laboratories, adding if the company is found guilty, it is sealed. Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT)
Food Commissioner Raja Muhammad Ashraf said food adulteration is a recurring phenomenon that
needs round the clock monitoring. The capital has been divided into six territories for monitoring of
food outlets and restaurants, he added. Raja Ashraf said, “Kitchen, utensils, washing system, food
preparation, freezers and expiry date food items are checked before sending the samples to
laboratories for detail analysis. The workers’ cleanliness- nails, glows, caps, and dresses are also
closely monitored.” The Islamabad Food commissioner said a milkman was fined Rs 25,000 in
Karachi Company after making analysis that the milk was containing more water. He urged public not
to buy the products which are missing manufacturing and expiry dates, adding some companies write
extended expiry dates on their product which is utter violation of the law. He said, “First Information
Report (FIR) was lodged in Karachi Company Police Station against the company of ‘Continental
Bread’ and ‘Punjab Cash and Carry’ for writing extended dates than its shelf life on the products
which cannot be validated.

KARACHI/LAHORE: Textile millers on Wednesday closed their factories across the country to
protest an increase in the cost of doing business and also warned that they could extend the
campaign ‘indefinitely’ if demands are not met. The All Pakistan Textile Mills Association (Aptma)
said the entire basic textile sector remained closed from 9 am to 5 pm, resulting in losses worth
Rs1.80 billion for the industry and a jobless day for 300,000 daily wagers. “It was a countrywide
strike and all spinning, weaving and processing mills shut down their production,” said Amir Fayyaz,
chairman of Aptma Punjab. “If our just demands are not met within a week we would close our
industries indefinitely.” Textile millers were protesting an increase in the power tariff and charges of
gas infrastructure development cess (GIDC) and claimed that both the charges added up Rs170
billion in the cost of doing business every year. They said electricity was being provided to them at 15
cents per unit as compared to the neighbouring and competing countries, which provided the utility at
the rate of 8 to 9 cents/unit.

In August this year, Pakistan’s textile exports remained at $1.83 billion against $1.9 billion August
last year. Pakistan’s textile exports have fallen despite of Pakistan received GSP Plus from the
European Union. India, on the other hand received an investment of $66 billion in the sector as it
provided 10 percent subsidy to the industry. Textile industry provided jobs to 15 million people while
30 percent spinning industry worth Rs3,467 million (0.2 million to 0.25 million spindles) were closed
because of an increase in the cost of doing business. On a question, Yasin Siddik, ex-chairman
Aptma said prime minister had given time last month and listened to them but the problems were not
resolved only within the given time. He had given five days for announcement of exports package,
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which was still due. Siddik said they were ready to compete with individual businessman of any
country, but not the businessman having full support of his country, as they (Pakistani businessmen)
were left alone in the competition. They said the government had increased gas prices for the captive
and general industry in addition to levy of GIDC at Rs200 for captive power plants.

Due to the levy of GIDC and increase in gas tariff by 23 percent, cost of gas for industry increased to
$6.7 per million metric British thermal unit (mmBtu) for industry and $7.7 per mmBtu for captive
power plant as compared to India $4.2, Bangladesh $3.1 and Vietnam $4.2 per mmBtu. Aptma
chairman Tarig Saud said in order to save its industry Turkey had imposed 28 to 35 percent duty on
Pakistani yarn while Pakistan imported 16,000 tonnes of yarn from India last year at five percent duty
only. Meanwhile, Aptma leaders in Lahore were also joined by the office bearers of Lahore Chamber
of Commerce and Industry that asked the government to accept the just demands of the industry.

They along with Aptma leadership burnt Indian yarn and fabric.

The textile industry experts alleged that Indian textiles were being dumped in Pakistan at under
invoiced rates. Moreover, they added that Indian textiles were being allowed in Pakistan at marginal
duty, while Pakistani textiles were subjected to every import duty. They demanded of the government
to slap similar duties on Indian yarn and fabric that was levied on similar Pakistani products in India.
Media teams were taken in groups to different mills where workers sitting outside the mills raised
slogans against the government. Industry experts estimated that the nine-hour closure of the basic
textile sector resulted in production losses worth Rs1.80 billion. Around 300,000 daily wage workers’
that the industry employs were deprived of one day’s earning. Millers warned that if the industries
were forced to go on an indefinite strike 500,000 direct jobs would be lost and 1.5 million indirect jobs
would be at stake.

District Education District Education Authorities have been established in 36 Districts of Punjab for control of Govt and
e : civilian institutions and improve the education standard. In this connection a notification has been
AUthor:ltles E_StabIIShed issued which states that DEO of every District would be the Chairman and EDO would be the
in Punjab to improve Secretary of Education Authority. It was decided a few days earlier after a preliminary survey by the
education standards Government that each and every branch of private educational institutions will be registered
Pakistan Today, October 15 separately of every chain of educational institutions if they are functioning in different campuses or
¢ ’ buildings. In addition it is said that the member of Education Authority would be from Private
2015 Education institutions and NGOs . Later on local bodies members will also be involved. The Teacher
Unions have taken an exception of the development and claimed that the purpose of this authority is
to deliver the Education department to Private sector in different phases. Education Authority will also
be given special powers to enroll and transfer Teachers and deal with issues like Pay adjustments,
pension, merger of schools, suspension of extra teachers and Private schools registration

Man dies of dengue KARACHI: Bilal Ahmed, 36, a resident of Surjani Town, succumbed to dengue hemorrhagic fever at
fever Civil Hospital on Tuesday, said Dr Masood Solangi, In-charge Dengue Prevention Control Cell for
Sindh.During the current year, he said 2258 cases of dengue fever were registered in the province
including 2203 in Karachi only and 55 from other districts. The ailment, he said is largely self-limiting
with high rate of recovery, however, it may turn into hemorrhagic fever if timely and often simple
interventions are not resorted. Meanwhile provincial health department sources have also confirmed
a fresh case of Naegleria in the metropolis with Naeem, 22, resident of Baldia Town, being the latest
victim. Fourteen patients inflicted with Naegleria were confirmed to have died of the water
contaminated by amoeba, damaging human brain via nasal route.Hapless citizens have to reap the
bitter fruits of poor governance, murder of merit through political appointments, commission and
bribery culture and sheer mismanagement in almost every sector but the crucial healthcare sector
has been particularly more neglected, as this year so far Karachi has to mourn three deaths due to
dengue viral fever alone. The fifth victim was 36-year-old Bilal Ahmed, son of Saeed Ahmed, a
resident of Surjani Town of Karachi who died in Civil Hospital Karachi during treatment. At least 2258
dengue fever cases have been reported from Sindh since January 1, of them 2203 detected from
Karachi alone. Two decades back dengue was an unknown disease in Karachi. Its cases surfaced
sharply in this city when it faced a sudden ecological change in 2003 when hundreds of thousands of
fully-grown eucalyptus trees were hacked and replaced by Conocarpus trees. Though there is no
scientific research so far in Pakistan on the link of African plant Conocarpus and the dengue viral
fever, but some botanists and environmental activists had showed serious concern that this sudden
ecological change would not augur well for the mega city. Even if the conspiracy theory of ecological
change is ignored, the health department, Karachi Municipal Corporation and other related
departments have not taken adequate steps to check the onslaught of dengue in Karachi. The
statistics would show that the dengue cases are being reported year after year in Karachi, making it
an unbearable burden for the government as well as society. Saving a few fumigation rounds and
‘awareness’ campaign there is no concrete steps seen to seriously check the causes of dengue,
including poor garbage collection, leaking lines of water and sewerage and lack of affordable
diagnostic facilities for citizens. Special wards and research centers, modern laboratories, specialized
training of doctors, nurses and paramedics to deal with the dengue cases are still a distant dream for
Karachiites. Dengue viral fever is not a Karachi or Pakistan specific healthcare problems but several
other countries are also facing dengue cases, but we read only success stories in these countries.
Even, a third world country like Sri Lanka has better management to control dengue as compared
with Pakistan. Karachi is the only port city of Pakistan and economic lifeline of this nation. Diseases
like dengue should be taken as a grave warning signal not only for the healthcare of Karachiites but
also for the economy of Pakistan. The government needs to wake from its traditional deep slumber
and at least replicate the successful anti-dengue models and mechanisms of other countries,
especially Asian nation, if it lack resources for original research on this disease, its treatment and
control.

Daily Times, October 14, 2015

Three-day anti-polio LAHORE: Punjab will launch anti-polio campaign in Lahore, Chakwal, Attock, Mianwali, Jehlum,
: : : Khushab, and Rawalpindi from today (Wednesday). The decision came after lab confirmation of the
drive in Punjab starts case and the visit of team of experts led by Punjab Expanded Programme on Immunisation Director
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Dr Munir Ahmed to Lehr Sultan Pura Union Council in Choa Saidan Shah, Chakwal. The team
included experts from World Health Organisation (WHO), UNICEF and Gates Foundation. Children
will be vaccinated in all areas of Chakwal, Attock and Mianwali districts and in selected high-risk
union councils of Rawalpindi, Lahore, Jehlum and Khushab. In Chakwal alone, the campaign will
target around 188, 640 children. The migratory population of the area having any possible links with
the genetic link will be specifically targeted. The victim Farhan, age 71 months, an under nourished
child in Kotli Saydian village in Chakwal, received more than 10 dozes of immunisation with the result
that the disease could not paralyse him. Though it was documented as Punjab’s first polio case in
current year, the child is reported to be normal despite the confirmation of virus, a rare phenomena in
polio history. Punjab Health Director General Dr Zahid Pervaiz said that the virus is present in the
environment and poses an imminent danger to other children with weak immunity. Dr Zahid said
even though the coverage of the union council was found to be above 90 percent, the presence of
virus calls for a comprehensive and immediate case response. “Directions have been issued to
ensure extra efforts in Chakwal and adjacent areas. The campaign in Lahore and Rawalpindi was
part of the already-planned SNID. The areas adjacent to circulation area have been included as well,”
he said. The director general said, “Our teams have found that the area is host to sizeable migrant
population from Sawat, Mardan, Qila Abdullah in Balochistan and polio reservoir areas in the country.
Whereas the movement of the population from these areas is a continuous challenge, the incident
calls for a strong case response and vigilance related to movement of visiting population.” This is
Punjab’s first polio case in the year and highlights the challenges that the country faces in polio
eradication. Out of a total of 306 cases in 2014, Punjab accounted for just four cases. In the current
year, Pakistan has had 38 cases so far with this being Punjab’s first case, although this has not
resulted in paralysis, as is the case normally with most polio cases. Pakistan and Afghanistan are the
only countries battling polio now with Nigeria being able to exclude its name from the list only last
month.

LAHORE: The Punjab government will provide Rs 1.66 billion to the Water and Sanitation Agency
(WASA) Lahore for the improvement of water supply system in MA Johar Town and Tajpura areas
with the aim to provide clean drinking water at union council level.This project include installation of
94 mega filtration plants at the source on newly established tube wells in these localities.The tube
wells will be installed in the grounds of Parks and Horticulture Authority (PHA) and the people will
carry clean water from these points. Sources in WASA said that the project will be completed in two
phases till 2016. The sources said that WASA already sought permission from the PHA to issue NOC
for installation of tube wells and filtration plants on the PHA land. As soon as the NOC is granted, the
WASA will start operation to install tube wells, it said.

ISLAMABAD: The combined opposition in the Upper House of parliament on Tuesday staged a
walkout over the government’'s response to alleged changes in the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor route (CPEC) and Mina stampede. The opposition accused the federal government of
changing the original route of the CPEC and not allocating funds for the route according to the
decision agreed in All Parties Conference on May 28 this year. The opposition leaders accused
government of not implementing the decision of APC in letter and spirit. The opposition parties then
staged a walkout from the House after Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan Igbal failed to
satisfy them. Ahsan Igbal said the CPEC route agreed in All Parties Conference is being
implemented in letter and spirit. He was winding up discussion in Senate on an adjournment motion
moved by Taj Haider and others regarding conclusion of Senate Special Committee on China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor that consensus developed in All Parties Conference on 28th May this
year on the route of the CPEC is being violated by the concerned government departments. The
minister said there is absolutely no change in the route of the corridor. The planning minister said
doubts about the implementation of project are due to unawareness. He said the CPEC is not the
name of a road or a route. It is a comprehensive concept and framework of development. He said
under the CPEC the work is going on in four departments including development of Gwadar port,
energy projects, infrastructure development and industrial development. He said Gwadar-Quetta road
will be completed by December next. He said joint parliamentary committee and the Senate
committee on CPEC are visiting the route of corridor next month. Ahsan Igbal said out of forty six
billion dollars Chinese investment, thirty eight billion dollars will be invested on energy projects. While
giving policy statement on deadly stampede that hit Hajj pilgrimage last month, Federal Religious
Affairs Minister Sardar Yousuf said that as many as 99 Pakistani pilgrims have been martyred and 18
others are still missing in Mina. Senate Chairman Raza Rabbani said neither the government not the
religious affairs ministry did anything to find whereabouts of the missing Pakistani pilgrims. He said
as to why Pakistan was helpless when countries like India and Iran managed to bring back bodies of
their citizens. Apparently unsatisfied with the statement of the minister, the opposition lawmakers
staged a walkout in protest against the government. “Do you think we should forget those 18 Hajis,”
Rabbani said in response to the minister. Over 1000 pilgrims from different countries are said to have
been martyred in the stampede that occurred in Mina during final rituals of Haj. Saudi authorities
ordered a probe into the tragedy, pledging that findings would be made public. Assad Mujtaba Gilani,
nephew of former Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani was also among the Pakistani pilgrims who
were martyred in the stampede, the worst tragedy to hit Hajj. However, the Gilani family somehow
managed to bring back dead boy of the deceased. The former prime minister after burying his
nephew urged the government to take up the issue of missing Pakistanis with Saudi government.
The Senate also passed the State Bank of Pakistan (Amendment) Bill 2015 unanimously aimed at
bringing the existing legislation in conformity with the international best practices of a modern central
bank. Minister of Water and Power Khawaja Muhammad Asif moved the bill on behalf of Minister for
Finance and Revenue Ishaq Dar in the House. The Statement of Objects and Reasons of the bill
says, the existing clauses pertaining to shareholders, executive committee and local boards have
been omitted in the SBP Act by introducing various amendments in the Act since these are no longer
relevant after the promulgation of the Bank (Nationalization) Act, 1974. Another new section on
regulatory power has been introduced in the Act, in order to provide explicit powers to SBP for
issuing directives, imposing and recovering penalties which are already being exercised by the SBP
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under Banking Companies Ordinance 1962.

ATTOCK: Eighteen hours a day unscheduled load shedding in Attock and the nearby localities has
made the life of residents miserable, as people are facing extreme shortage of water.Load shedding
made the life miserable and people are unable to perform their daily routine life activities, locals told
this news agency.According to details the 18 hours load shedding in Attock, Sanjwal and adjoining
localities has become a routine, people are facing acute water shortage as the tubewells run on
electricity have been rendered non operational. . Even in ‘Mosques’ a lot of trouble is being faced by
the ‘Namazis’. People don’'t have even drop of water to drink and women in villages had to go to far
off places to fetch drinking waters from wells. On the other hand people are angry over high
electricity bills despite of 18 hours load shedding. They have strongly criticized Govt saying it came to
power on the promise of doing away with load shedding but their miseries are on the increase
instead of providing relief. They said the government is claiming to end the load shedding by 2018,
the time of next elections, but questioned how it would be possible when the duration of load
shedding is going up.

LAHORE (Staff Report) — Erik Martini, acting US Consul General in Lahore, inaugurated a new
Faculty of Education building at the University of Education on Tuesday, highlighting long-term
commitment to education in Pakistan. The building has been funded by the United States Agency for
International Development. Education University Vice Chancellor Dr Rauf-i-Azam, Punjab Higher
Education Commission Chairman Dr Nizamuddin and Provincial Minister for Education Rana
Mashood joined him at the university. “The United States government is investing in quality education
because we recognise that progress and quality of life are directly linked to education. This Faculty of
Education will serve to advance not only the quality of teacher training, but also the progress and
prosperity of Punjab and Pakistan,” stated Mr Martini, addressing a large gathering of university
students, faculty and members of the community. The USAID-funded faculty building is an
environmentally-conscious and earthquake-resistant facility that includes 18,500 square feet of
covered area, 6 classrooms, a multi-purpose hall, a learning resource center, laboratories, a seminar
room, new office space for faculty and a faculty lounge.

The University of Education in Lahore is one of 17 universities in Pakistan where USAID has funded
Faculty of Education buildings.

KARACHI: Administrator, DMC - Korangi, Quratul Ain Memon has cancelled vacations granted to its
employees and has also declared emergency in the district during the first 10 days of Muharram to
facilitate the mourners. Chairing a meeting on Monday, she directed DMC officials to expedite
ongoing civic work prior to the onset of Muharram during which citizens in significant numbers may
be attending majalis and participate in processions. The administrator directed the officials to
reactivate the complaint cells in Shah Faisal, Korangi and Landhi zones of DMC Korangi and see that
no inconvenience is caused to the masses. The Superintendent Engineer, Mobin Siddiqui, Director of
Health Services, Rafiq Shaikh and Focal Person, Aslam Pervaiz were asked to visit different areas of
the district and personally examine situation related to cleanliness, sewerage, water supply and
provision for uninterrupted electricity supply. Each and every aspect must be meticulously catered,
said the administrator emphasizing that close coordination must also be developed with all
communities to ensure a congenial atmosphere, particularly during the sacred month.

LAHORE: Punjab Health Secretary Jawwad Rafig Malik has taken notice of a news published in
different newspapers regarding reported incident of rat's bite to a new born baby in Lady Aitchison
Hospital. The health secretary ordered to probe the incident and marked the case to Health
Additional Secretary (Technical) Dr Salman Shahid for inquiry and report accordingly. Meanwhile, a
special committee after reviewing the Punjab Epidemic Diseases Control Amendment Bill 2014 will
submit its final recommendations to Punjab Chief Minister in a day or so. Official sources said, the
chief minister was concerned about breaking out of any diseases in any part of the province and
wanted its eradication on war footing. They said the Punjab government had made comprehensive
arrangements for dengue control, besides carrying on a vigorous campaign for overcoming this
monster. The government has made awareness drive against dengue a part of syllabus, the sources
said and urged the institutions concerned to play an active role for coping with the virus.

LAHORE: Provincial Minister for Education Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan said on Monday that
poverty, ignorance and unemployment could not be eliminated from the region without promoting
knowledge-based economies. Addressing the inaugural session of South Asian Libraries at Lahore
University of Management Sciences (LUMS), he said that steps like setting up of Lahore Knowledge
Park and computer labs in six thousand high schools were aimed at putting the country on the road
to progress and prosperity through promotion of education.

HEC Punjab Chairman Dr. Nizam-ud-Din, LUMS University Vice Chancellor Dr Sohail Naqvi, LUMS
Library Director Dr Ramazan and a large number of representatives of various libraries were also
present on the occasion. The provincial minister said that Punjab Education Department was running
the biggest educational system in the world with more than 52,000 schools, 323,000 teachers and
more than 10,000,000 students getting education. He said that Education Department had also
launched a comprehensive website for monitoring the system in which data of 52,695 schools could
be checked. Khan said that Lahore Knowledge Park was a unique project of Education Department
which spread over 800 acres of land. He said that five international universities would set up their
campuses in Knowledge Park. He said that Punjab chief minister had announced to allocate Rs 21
billion for the project. The minister said that Punjab government would send a summary to the chief
minister in light of the recommendations of the participants of the conference regarding service
structure of libraries. Later, the education minister visited LUMS library and praised the facilities
being provided to the students.

KARACHI: Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has declared emergency so as to urgently
improve water supply as well as sanitation situation in the metropolis.Chairing a meeting on Sunday
National z
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Daily Times, October 12, 2015 KWSB Managing Director Misbahuddin Fareed directed officials concerned to ensure immediate
redressal of public complaints. He said emergency has been imposed in compliance with the
directives of Sindh Minister for Local Bodies Syed Nasir Hussain Shah so as to streamline water
availability and efficient sewerage and sanitation arrangements prior to Muharram. The meeting also
attended by deputy managing director (technical services), chief engineers, in-charge of different
hydrants and other relevant officers were directed to see that no water scarcity is reported from any
area in Karachi. This was said to be in particular context of imam-bargahs and sites reserved for
majalis as well as for other similar meetings expected to be attended by the mourners. The KWSB
chief said places, where availability of piped water may be difficult must be supplied through tankers
while no manhole be found uncovered across the metropolis, particularly those that fall in the routes
of processions. Misbahuddin Farid said work on cleaning of sewerage lines and repair of manholes
must be initiated on immediate basis as no complaint should be made by citizens nor the mourners
may face any difficulty. KWSB’s chief engineers, pertaining to different districts, to ensure that no
sewerage issue erupts on MA Jinnah Road, Boulton Market, Kharadar, Light House, Liaqutabad,
Landhi, Korangi, Malir, Shah Faisal,New Karachi, Orangi and surrounding localities that are
reportedly low lying areas or part of old city areas. He directed the XENs to be in contact with
organizers of different majalis and processions and ensure that no sabeel remain bereft of water.
Urging the officials to immediately contact the organizers, he said all needed steps be taken prior to
Muharram. The KWSB chief hoped that K-Electricity would also ensure un-interrupted power supply
to all pumping stations.
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Vegetation Analysis Map of Pakistan
October 19, 2015
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Map data source(s):
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