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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES

KP govt releases Rs170m
for Chitral flood, rain
victims

The News, October 4, 2015

Dry weather expected
Radio Pakistan, October 3, 2015

Dry weather likely to

continue in most parts
Radio Pakistan, October 3, 2015

Rs 170m compensation
amount released for flood

victims of Chitral
Radio Pakistan, October 3, 2015

US announces $326,000
assistance for Chitral

flood-affected areas
Pakistan Today, October 2, 2015

Documentary on Margalla

Hills Park screened
The Nation, October 2, 2015

Concern for environment :
Review idea of
development, says Kamil

Mumtaz

The Express Tribune, September
30,2015
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DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government released Rs170 million for rain and floods-
affected people of Chitral as compensation.

According to Radio Pakistan, the funds would be provided to those people whose houses were
damaged and heirs of others who lost their lives in torrential rain and floods. The rain and flood
had damaged 1,000 houses in Chitral in July this year causing loss of precious lives and property.

Heat wave condition would continue in South Baluchistan and Sindh including Karachi. Mainly dry
weather is expected in most parts of the country during the next 12 hours.

However, partly cloudy conditions with light rain are expected at a few places of Malakand division,
Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan. Heat wave condition would continue in South Baluchistan and Sindh
including Karachi.

Temperature of some major cities recorded on Saturday morning: Islamabad and Muzaffarabad
sixteen degree centigrade, Lahore twenty-four, Karachi twenty-five, Peshawar twenty, Quetta and
Gilgit ten and Murree fourteen degree centigrade.

Met Office says rain expected at few places of Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir. Mainly dry weather is
expected in most parts of the country during the next twenty-four hours. Pakistan Meteorological
Department says, however, rain thunderstorm is expected at few places of Gilgit Baltistan and
Kashmir. Very hot weather conditions are likely to prevail in Sindh and Balochistan. According to
synoptic situation, continental air will prevail over most parts of the country during next few days.

Rs 300,000 will be paid to legal heirs of those people who were killed in rain, floods related
incidents. The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government has released one hundred and seventy million
rupees to pay compensation to the rain and flood affected people of Chitral.

Official sources told Radio Pakistan Peshawar representative that three hundred thousand rupees
will be paid to the legal heirs of those thirty-five people who were killed in rain and floods related
incidents.

One hundred thousand rupees will be provided to those whose houses were damaged in rain and
flood in Chitral in July last.

The United States announced on Friday it is providing $326,000 this year through the US Agency
for International Development (USAID) to help repair Chitral’s drinking water infrastructure and
agricultural economy in response to the July 2015 flash floods in the district.“We are working to
restore the provision of food and drinking water, and put people’s lives back on track as soon as
possible,” said USAID Mission Director John Groarke in a statement issued in Islamabad.“l want
the distressed families to know that the American people stand with them during these trying
times,” he added.This week, USAID began helping repair 10 gravity-flow water supply pipelines
that provide drinking water to more than 11,000 Pakistanis in the Ayun union council of Chitral.

In addition, the United States government will buy 141 metric tonnes of wheat seed, enough to
support 3,500 farming families, and help nearly 100 small businesses reopen, including 30 water
mills, which are essential for grinding grains.

ISLAMABAD - The Dawood Foundation (TDF) screened its documentary on the conservation of
the Margalla Hills Natural Park at the Teacher’s Literature Festival being held at Lok Virsa,
Islamabad. TDF is using this documentary on the park as a microcosm to illustrate Pakistan’s
larger environmental challenges to the children visiting this festival. It educates the younger
generation that their country is very vulnerable to the effects of climate change and that the
degradation of environment will put a strain on its resources and lead to natural disasters.

Brigadier Akram, resident representative, Dawood Hercules Group, said: “The documentary depicts
the breathtaking natural beauty of Margalla Hills — an area with which children are quite familiar.
By providing a localised context to Islamabad’s young residents, we hope that our message
resonates better and children will have a clearer understanding of human’s dependency on nature.”

Besides screening the documentary, TDF has also set up a stall at the festival to interact with the
visitors and engage them in a discussion about nature conservation. Margalla Hills National Park is
a part of TDF’s recently launched Nature Series, which is a set of documentaries aimed to raise
awareness about Pakistan’s degrading natural habitat. Another documentary is about Chitral Gol
Natural Park.

LAHORE: The Supreme Court of Pakistan had agreed with most of the arguments presented by
the Lahore Conservation Society (LCS) during the hearing of the Lahore Development Authority’s
(LDA) petition against a ban on construction of a signal-free corridor from Qurtaba Chowk on Jail
Road to Liberty Roundabout on Gulberg’s Main Boulevard. Yet, it ruled that those arguments were
not compelling enough to stop the pace of national development.This was stated by LCS president
Kamil Khan Mumtaz during a talk on the concept of development and its impact on environment.He
said whenever the LCS raised questions over the government’s lack of attention to environment,
the development of physical infrastructure was referred to as a need that could not be
compromised.He said the city government was destroying the environment at an unprecedented
pace in order to expanding road infrastructure.Mumtaz called for rethinking the concept of
development and an examination of its emergence as a key requirement for nation-states. “The
need for development is taken for granted these days. It is considered normal for human beings to
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National Assembly 122 (Lahore V) Bye Election 2015
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‘Pakistan must tackle
organic pollutants to avert

environmental risks’
Daily Times, September 30,2015

Pakistan, Turkey unveil

natural disaster pact
Daily Sabah, September 30,2015

Arrangements Reviewed
To Prevent Dengue Larva

Breeding
Pak Observer, September 30,2015

Sukkur Barrage rehab
needs Rs 25,000m, CM

told
Pakistan Today, September 29,
2015

4. %2015 www.alhasan.com
v

strive for endless progress, economic growth and evolution,” he said.Challenging this concept,
Mumtaz said it was a product of the industrial revolution in Western Europe. He said with increased
productivity since the industrial revolution, humans had also caused unprecedented damage to the
natural environment. “Global warming, carbon emissions, species extinction have all emerged as
problems in the wake of the industrial revolution,” he said.He said humans had lived in harmony
with nature before the industrial revolution.Mumtaz said industrialised countries were responsible
for most of the damage done to the environment. He said big businesses and their political
supporters in these countries had denied the existence of global warming for decades. He said with
raised standards of living, humans were consuming resources at a rate that outnumbered earth’s
capacity to regenerate them.He said the rhetoric of national development was employed by all
political parties in the country without a critical examination of what it entailed for the majority of the
population.Mumtaz said that based on its gross national product, Pakistan could be seen as a
country with a comfortable level of development. Despite this, he said the country suffered from
high rates of income poverty.He said unequal distribution of resources was responsible for this. He
said most resources had been spent in the country on big cities at the cost of people residing in
villages. He said the idea that environmental degradation could be reversed without rethinking the
concept of development was absurd.The talk was organised by the Pakistan Sustainability
Network, a group focused on creating environmental awareness amongst students.

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of Climate Change Secretary Arif Ahmed Khan said on Tuesday that
tackling persistent organic pollutants (POPs) in the country is vital to safeguard human health and
avert environmental risks by enhancing management capacities and disposing of existing organic
pollutants prevalent in Pakistan.Addressing the first Project Steering Committee meeting of the
five-year Comprehensive Reduction and Elimination of persistent organic pollutants in Pakistan he
said, “Development and implementation of a viable regulatory, policy and enforcement system is
key to effective elimination of the POPs."The project has been launched at a cost of $39.38 million
for which the government will contribute 11.57 in kind, followed by United Nations Development
$300,000, Programme Global Environment Facility (GEF) $5.15 million and private sector $ 22.36
million.Khan directed the National Project Manager Rahman Hamid and his project team to strive
hard to achieve the project goals in the greater public interest and country’s overall environmental
development for the implementation of the Stockholm Convention in Pakistan.During the
presentation, National Project Director and Environment and Climate Change Director General
Irfan Tariq informed the committee of various sources of organic pollutants,their effects on human
health and environment and measures to be taken under the project to address the organic
pollutants risks.He told the meeting that the key goal of the initiative is to significantly reduce
vulnerability of population to the organic pollutants through improved sustainable environmental
management practices including climate change mitigation and adaptation.Giving briefing on the
annual work plan as a part of the project implementation, the project director told the meeting that
efforts were being made to strengthen POPs regulatory and policy instruments adopted and
organic pollutants management system for controlling and reducing releases of POPs, capacity
building of local communities and public and private sector stakeholders to reduce exposure to
release of the pollutatns, proper and environmentally-safe collection, transport and disposal of OPS
pesticides.

POPs are chemical substances that persist in the environment, bio-accumulate through the food
web and pose a risk of causing adverse effects to human health and the environment.
Representatives of United Nation Development Programme, GEF, National Food Security and
Research Ministry, National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) and private sector
attended the meeting and also suggested various measures for eliminating organic pollutants
relevant to their areas.

Pakistani and Turkish authorities agreed yesterday to work together to combat the effects of natural
disasters.The two countries say they have agreed to share expertise, train experts and run joint
disaster-management exercises.Pakistan's ambassador to Turkey, Sohail Mahmood, met the
president of Disaster and Emergency Management Authority (AFAD) Fuat Oktay in
Ankara."Ambassador Sohail Mahmood conveyed deep appreciation for AFAD's assistance for
relief and rehabilitation operations in the aftermath of recent natural disasters in Pakistan," the
Pakistani embassy said in a statement.Turkey provided help to Pakistan following the 2005 and
2008 earthquakes and the July to September 2010 flooding disaster.

AFAD says it has "completed successful missions to provide humanitarian assistance to nearly 50
countries [including Pakistan] around the globe."

RAWALPINDI: Additional Commissioner Imran Qureshi on Monday reviewed arrangementsmade
to prevent dengue larva breeding in the district.Presiding over a meeting here, he directed all
concerned departments to keep a close liaison with each other and publicrepresentatives to
completely wipe out the outbreak threat of dengue.He said people representatives, NGOs and
district government teams should play an effective role in dengue eradication campaign.Qureshi
said special teams for dengue eradication had been set up in the district which comprise of
people representatives, political workers apart from district and town administration officers.He
directed the health officers to induct trained personnel in teams constituted for the purpose, adding
that anti- denguebrigades comprising 1067 workers should be active and vibrant.The meeting was
also attended by senior officials of the different departments.

Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah was informed Monday that rehabilitation of Sukkur Barrage
would cost Rs25,000 million to the government while a new barrage would cost around Rs100,000
million.Shah was getting a briefing by Irrigation Secretary Zaheer Haider Shah on the
reconstruction and rehabilitation of Sukkur Barrage at the Chief Minister's House.The secretary
said Sukkur Barrage was constructed on River Indus in 1923-32 and sedimentation problems
started developing within two years of construction. He said the permanent closure of 10 gates had
formed an island and a submerged weir that had reduced the flood capacity of the barrage from 1.5
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million cusescs to 900,000 million cusescs.The secretary said all the gates were replaced between
1986 and 1992 and emergency repairs were carried out in 2004 when a large scour hole
developed in the right pocket.To a question of the chief minister regarding the findings of the
feasibility study, the secretary said that all the gates of the barrage were in good condition except
for the five which needed to be replaced. “Its pond level and freeboard below the gates also
required to be increased. This would help open the gates to their maximum level,” he added.The
secretary said that electrical work of the barrage needed to be replaced with a modern monitoring
and control room.Talking about the risk of failure for the existing barrage, the secretary said the
floods of 2010 passed with freeboard margin of just about two feet when the gates were opened
completely. During high floods, only 27 of the 66 barrage gates remained active causing risky flow
concentration in the central left part of the barrage.He said 10 gates of the barrage were closed
permanently between 1938 and 1946 and as a result an island developed in front of the closed
gates. He further said that the limited capacity for flood access into the left and right pockets
restricted 12 more gates in passing of flood to their full capacity.Replying to another question, the
secretary said that rehabilitation of the barrage which included repairs of canal head regulators,
right pocket river training works, fish-pass and overflow weir in span 59, dredging works, electrical
works, modernaisation of monitoring and control instruments, construction of new buildings for
monitoring, control system, laboratory, workshops and other buildings would cost Rs 25,000
million.The chief minister was informed that construction of a new barrage with the same
dimensions as the existing barrage would cost Rs 100,000 million and might take up to 12 years.

Sea intrudes 57 Thatta The Arabian Sea has intruded 56 dehs (hamlets) of Thatta district within 45 years and has caused

- 5 - massive waterlogging and salinity in vast area of the district, affecting agriculture which is the main
dehs in 45 years: Karachi source of the inhabitants’ livelihood, according to a study.“The sea has intruded 33 dehs of Ketti
under threat Bandar taluka, 11 dehs of Kharochan, 10 dehs of Ghorabari taluka, and three dehs of Mirpur Sakro
Pakistan Today, September 29, taluka in the past 45 years, while more area is likely to come under threat if a big dyke along district
2015 Thatta is not established immediately,” Community Organisation leader Mohammad Dawood told
this news agency during a visit to the field hit by waterlogging and salinity in Mirpur Sakro.The
whole Thatta district is under extreme threat of natural disasters like sea intrusion, floods,
earthquakes, cyclones and water-logging. The government intervention is immediately
required.The National Institute of Oceanography reports Badin and Thatta could drown by 2050
and Karachi by 2060 if immediate steps are not taken to stop sea intrusion.Local people said
climatic implications have been hitting people of Thatta in shape of sea intrusion, floods and
cyclones, reducing their livelihood sources and causing acute drinking water shortages.Dawood
said the sea had intruded three dehs of Mirpur Sakro taluka while three others have been half-
inundated, causing waterlogging and salinity in the area.“The intruded area included Milko, Darki,
and Pir Pathori dehs, while Ladion, Punbari and Lakha dehs have been half-inundated. The water
level in the sea has risen due to climate change and discharge of industrial and other manmade
waste,” Dawood said.He said that 50 per cent coastal land was affected by waterlogging and
salinity and hence, intervention of the government was direly needed to save it from more
degradation. He said that dykes should be established around cultivatable land to save them from
sea intrusion while tube-wells with drains should be installed to overcome water logging in the
area.He said that Mirpur Sakro taluka was under massive waterlogging and salinity and if this
situation was not overcome, there would be a massive catastrophe.

Local Support Organisation (LSO) President Mohammad Ali Shoro said that most land of Thatta
has been hit hard by waterlogging and salinity; therefore, immediate intervention by the
government was needed to save people of Thatta from land degradation.“We grow rice, cotton,
wheat, sugarcane and vegetables. The rice is major crop followed cotton, wheat, sugarcane and
vegetables,” he added.

Shoro said that shortage of drinking and irrigation water was also big problem in the area as
majority of people along coastal area were drinking canal water, which caused water-borne
diseases like diarrhea, and hepatitis.He said the present government was taking no interest in
providing water supply schemes to the villages. Local community confirmed the impacts of climate
change along coastal belt of Thatta district that had reduced agriculture output and drinking water
resources.A villager, Ghulam Hussain Khaskheli, said that 80 per cent people in the Mehar union
council drank canal water and as a result they faced diseases such as diarrhea, hepatitis and
gastro. He asked the government to provide safe and clean drinking water to the villagers by
establishing water supply schemes across the coastal area of Thatta.He said that waterlogging and
salinity had badly affected production of cotton, sugarcane and wheat. He said that vast area of
coastal land had become saline and is unable to produce any crop.He further said that sea
intrusion along Thatta coast was due to non-flow of required freshwater flow from Kotri downstream
Kotri to the sea, while its other factors were climate change.The decline in mangroves forests is
also due to the sea intrusion. There is a need to raise mangrove forest along the coast of Badin,
Thatta and Karachi with the help of the governmentA lack of knowledge about severity of sea
intrusion, waterlogging and salinity is one of the major causes behind destruction of Thatta district’s
land and agriculture. Almost all governments have taken no result-orient steps to save Thatta from
drowning.Thatta, one of the oldest towns in the land of ancient Indus civilization and the district
headquarter of Thatta, is situated at 98km east of Karachi. The total area of the district is 17,355
square kilometers that is, 12.32 per cent of the total geographical area of Sindh.River Indus flows
downstream the Kotri Barrage through numerous creeks till its delta in Arabian Sea near Chach
Wali Mohammad deh at Keti Bunder. Four tehsils of Thatta district are on the right bank, four are
on left bank while one tehsil Kharo Chhan is on both sides of river Indus.The southwestern part is
saline and sea-affected due to long coastline of about 107 kilometers as well as shortage of river
Indus water, while the southern portion adjoining “Great Run of Kachh” on the border of India is
desert like sandy area. The northern part of this district is paramount and known as “Kohistan”
connected with Kheerthar range of mountains.
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KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Health, Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar has said that during last 15 days
as many as 346 people have been diagnosed with Dengue Virus while one man has been
diagnosed with Dengue plus Congo Virus in Karachi. In a statement issued here on Tuesday, he
said that in current year, 1,732 patients affected by Dengue Virus were brought to the hospitals, out
of which 1687 patients belonged to Karachi and the remaining 45 patients were brought from other
parts of Sindh province. The Health Minister said that Sadar Khan from New Karachi, a butcher by
profession, is diagnosed with Dengue plus Congo virus, the patient has been admitted in isolation
ward of Civil Hospital Karachi and he is now in stable condition. He said that a campaign against
Dengue virus is going on and in next phase the drive will be launched in Badin, Sanghar, Matiari,
Tando Muhammad Khan and Shaheed Benazirabad districts.

Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar has also taken notice of shortage of lady doctors in the government
hospitals of district Badin and directed Special Secretary Health to look into the matter and also
keep an eye on absent doctors in Civil hospital Shikarpur. The doctors and paramedics are bound
to perform their duties honestly and no negligence will be tolerated in this regard, he concluded.

RAWALPINDI: After alarming increase in the number of dengue patients, Punjab Chief Minister
Shahbaz Sharif has asked the provincial chief secretary and adviser on health to stay in the city
and supervise the campaign against the disease.ln Rawalpindi, over 638 confirmed dengue fever
cases were reported in one month whereas in all other districts (35) of the province only 129
patients landed in hospitals.

Presiding over a meeting through video link from Lahore, the chief minister reprimanded heads of
departments and institutions concerned and officers of the administration for their poor
performance.The chief minister was not ready to listen to excuses of the health department experts
that heavy rains caused the spread of dengue virus in the garrison city.“It is beyond my
comprehension that when all the districts including Rawalpindi received equal amount of rain, why
the garrison city has reported the staggering figure of 638 dengue patients,” he said.“It shows
criminal negligence by the departments and institutions concerned as they did not take timely
measures to control the disease. | will not accept any excuse in this regard,” the chief minister said.

He said that the Punjab government had evolved an effective strategy against dengue but the
departments concerned of the Rawalpindi city district government had failed to implement them.He
said had the district government taken timely measures, the situation would not have emerged in
Rawalpindi.The chief minister said there was nothing more precious than human life therefore,
effective measures should be adopted against dengue and modern technology should be utilised
for this purpose.He said anti-dengue plan should be fully implemented and the departments
concerned should collectively take effective measures to control the disease.He said due attention
should be paid to indoor and outdoor dengue surveillance.He directed the adviser, health, chief
secretary, secretary health and vice chancellor King Edward Medical University to stay in
Rawalpindi and personally supervise the anti-dengue campaign.Provincial ministers Rana
Mashhood Ahmad, Raja Ashfaq Sarwar, Dr. Farrukh Javed, the chief secretary, the IGP, the
additional chief secretary and authorities concerned participated in the meeting from Civil
Secretariat, Lahore.Adviser on health, Khawaja Salman Rafique, assembly members, former MNA
Hanif Abbasi, secretary health, Dr Faisal Masood, DCO Rawalpindi and other officers concerned
participated in the meeting through video link from Rawalpindi.

UMERKOT: At least eight cases of the deadly dengue fever were reported in Umerkot district of
Sindh province on Tuesday raising fears of an uncontrollable dengue outbreak.The Pathological
laboratory annexed to Umerkot Civil Hospital confirmed the deadly virus in a 28-year-old woman
while seven other cases were confirmed from private laboratories

All the cases were reported within 24 hours in the Umerkot city of the district while residents of the
area are complaining about lack of facilities in the hospital and the facility's refusal to treat patients
in isolation.Sardaro father of Indra, while talking to Dawn said that his daughter was tested positive
with the virus at the Umerkot Pathological Laboratory and added that other family members are
also complaining of high fever."We have been treating our ill at home and using traditional methods
to cure them, my daughter was tested positive while | fear the same for other members of our
family whose tests are yet to be conducted,” said Sardaro.Jalal Bajeer, a dengue victim was of the
view that despite the alarming spread of dengue, health department has failed even initiate a
fumigation drive in order to kill the Aedes mosquito larvae.A private physician Dr Godhran told
Dawn that people of the area are visiting quacks for treatment and unregistered local laboratories
for tests as proper medical care is proving a lot expensive for them to afford.Deputy Commissioner
Umerkot has called an emergency meeting last night attended by town officers officials of health
department and Malaria control program.

The commissioner directed to start a fumigation drive in all talukas of the district.Official figures
show that dengue fever’s first incidence in the province emerged in Karachi 1994 when 145
confirmed cases were recorded and one death was confirmed.Since then the disease hibernated
until 2005 when the authorities recorded 258 cases out of which 16 died. The year 2006 was the
deadliest year in which 49 out of 1,500 patients died.In the next two years 20 people died out of
931 confirmed cases. Since 2009, 94 people have died out of more than 12,000 confirmed cases.

BATKHELA/MINGORA: About 26 more people tested positive for dengue fever at the District
Headquarters Hospital (DHQ) Batkhela on Monday. This has increased the total number of patients
affected by the deadly virus to 38.

DHQ dengue ward in-charge Dr Tanvir said 26 more patients were admitted on Monday evening
and one of them was sent to Peshawar in critical condition for further treatment.Three elected
councillors of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf — district councillor Nasir Khan, tehsil councillor Usman and
youth councillor Shahid Khan — were also among those who fell prey to the virus. Malakand district
health officer (DHO) Dr Wakeel has declared them high-risk patients for dengue.Advisor to the
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chief minister MPA Shakeel Khan visited the dengue ward in DHQ Batkhela and instructed the
faculty to treat patients with utmost care, and with the best quality equipment.

The health department, district administration and locally elected representatives have said an
awareness campaign regarding preventive measures against dengue virus will be arranged soon.A
conference was held by the civil administration, elected members and civil society under the
surveillance of DHO Dr Wakeel. He said 4,190 cases of dengue fever were reported in 2013,
however, 2014 was a relatively dengue-free year. “This year 26 cases have surged in Batkhela and
despite efforts on the part of the health department to eradicate the disease, a lack of awareness
among the people has led to the return of the virus,” Wakeel said.On this occasion, the local
elected representatives exchanged ideas on how best to overcome the recurring disease. Assistant
DHO Dr Sabih Salauddin ordered regular fumigation, use of coils and insect repellents, and strictly
forbade leaving water buckets uncovered.

Meanwhile, another case of dengue has been reported from Swat on Monday, increasing the
number of dengue patients to 15 from the district.

According to an official of the Saidu Teaching Hospital (STH) administration, a woman named
Samina Bibi, a resident of Batkhela, was brought to the hospital in a critical condition on Sunday
night. She had been admitted to the intensive care unit (ICU).According to STH medical
superintendent Dr Magsood, despite fumigation and multiple campaigns against the deadly
disease, cases are surging. “It is indeed an alarming situation,” he said, “but fortunately none of
them have proven to be fatal.”

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif has expressed extreme indignation
over the increase in the number of dengue patients in Rawalpindi and strongly reprimanded heads
of departments and institutions concerned and officers of administration. The Chief Minister said
that there is no justification for increase in the number of dengue patients this year compared to the
corresponding period last year. He said that the concerned departments and institutions have
displayed criminal negligence towards taking timely measures for controlling dengue and no
excuse will be accepted in this regard. He said that Punjab government had evolved an effective
strategy against dengue and the concerned departments have shown negligence in its
implementation.

He was addressing a meeting through video link on dengue control, here today. The Chief Minister
said that the increase in the number of dengue patients in Rawalpindi is lamentable and the
concerned departments have shown negligence and dereliction of duty towards dengue control. He
said that departments concerned have committed an unpardonable mistake by not implementing
the procedure evolved for controlling dengue virus. He said that had timely measures been taken
against dengue, this situation would not have emerged in Rawalpindi. The Chief Minister said that
there is nothing more precious than human lives therefore, effective measures should be adopted
against dengue and modern technology should be utilized for this purpose. He further said that
anti-dengue plan should be fully implemented and concerned departments should take effective
measures through collective efforts.

The Chief Minister warned that he wants results and no excuse will be acceptable. He said that all
departments concerned and district administration should play an active role in this regard. He said
that due attention should be paid to indoor and outdoor dengue surveillance. He directed that
Advisor Health, Chief Secretary, Secretary Health and Vice Chancellor King Edward Medical
University should stay in Rawalpindi and personally supervise anti-dengue measures. Provincial
Ministers Rana Mashhood Ahmad, Raja Ashfaq Sarwar, Dr. Farrukh Javed, Chief Secretary,
Inspector General Police, Additional Chief Secretary and authorities concerned participated in the
meeting from Civil Secretariat Lahore while Advisor on Health Kh. Salman Rafique, Assembly
Members, former MNA Hanif Abbasi, Secretary Health, Dr. Faisal Masood, DCO Rawalpindi and
concerned officers through video link from Rawalpindi. Similarly, parliamentarians and
administrative officers attended the meeting from Attock, Jehlum and Chakwal through video link.

MINGORA: Muhammad Khalid of Matta tehsil is admitted in hospital after his reports
confirmed him that he is Dengue affected patients. Sixteen dengue affected persons is
registered in current year so far in which fifteen had been discharged from the hospital
after the treatment.Meanwhile, the Army organized the Major General Sana ullah Niazi
(Shaheed) football tournament on Grassy Ground. The first match of the tournament will
be played on 1st October and will continue till 26 October. Total 28 teams will be
participating in the tournament.Similarly, GOC Swat Division Major General Nadir Khan
visited different units of the army and celebrated Eid with Army troops. According to
ISPR Swat Nadir Khan also visited 74 medical Battalion.

MINGORA: Yet another case of dengue fever was reported in Swat, taking the total in the district to
14 in 2015.In Batkhela three more people were reported to have contracted the virus; while at least
four others are already under treatment at District Headquarters Hospital Batkhela.Abdullah, a
teenager from Sharifabad in Swat, fell prey to the virus and was taken to the hospital in critical
condition on Friday.

Swat district health officer (DHO) Dr Syed Ali told The Express Tribune that in spite of fumigation
and awareness ampaigns, cases are still surfacing. “None of the 14 cases have proven to be
fatal.”These figures mark a sharp decline in the dissemination of the disease from previous years
yet cases seem to appear every now and then from across K-P.Earlier this week, five cases of
dengue fever had been reported in Lower Dir and officials from District Headquarters Hospital
feared more people will fall prey to the disease since its recent outbreak in nearby Swat.
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LAHORE: Adviser to Chief Minister Punjab on Health Khawaja Salman Rafique paid a visit to the
Masoomia Graveyard, Bund Road, to monitor dengue surveillance teams on the first day of Eid-ul-
Azha

Secretary Health Punjab Jawwad Rafique Malik, DG Health Dr. Zahid Pervez, DCO Lahore Capt
(R) Mohammad Usman, EDO Health Dr. Zulfigar Ali, DOH Dr. Mohammad Saeed and other
officers were also present.

According to a handout issued on Sunday, the adviser met with the dengue workers and distributed
sweets among them. He patted the workers on discharging duties on Eid day. Talking to the media,
Kh. Salman Rafique said “since dengue mosquito does not take holiday in biting the people
therefore dengue surveillance should also continue without any gap”. Later, Adviser on Health also
visited the Government Mian Munshi DHQ Hospital and reviewed the cleanliness conditions there.
MS Mian Munshi Hospital Dr. Mohammad Ameer was also present. Meanwhile, Adviser on Health
Kh. Salman Rafique visited the Mayo Hospital on the first day of Eid-ul-Azha to inquire after the
health of patients admitted to the hospital. He went to the East Medical Ward and inquired after the
health of the patients.

RAWALPINDI - A 60-year-old woman named Tasleem Bibi on Saturday died of Dengue virus in
Holy Family Hospital. It is the first death by the virus in Rawalpindi this year while the total number
of patients has risen in the city to 450.

According to hospital officials, Tasleem Bibi, who had been admitted to Isolation Ward of the
hospital few days back due to Dengue virus, died on Saturday. 450 people have been diagnosed
with Dengue virus this year in Rawalpindi and they are being treated at various hospitals.
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PESHAWAR: A pro-government tribal elder was killed on Sunday and his son was wounded
when a roadside bomb hit their vehicle in the town of Bakakhel, 150 kilometres south of
Peshawar. Malik Sayed Ali Wazir, who headed an anti-Taliban militia in the town, died on the way
to hospital while his son was fighting for his life, Tahir Khan, a senior police official in
neighbouring Bannu district, told AFP. No group has yet claimed responsibility for the killing but
attacks on pro-government tribal elders by militants across the northwest are not uncommon.
Bannu also borders the lawless North Waziristan tribal district. The Army in June last year began
a long-awaited drive to clear insurgent bases in the district after a bloody attack by the Taliban on
Karachi airport sank faltering peace hopes. The army has intensified its offensive since the
Taliban’s massacre of 153 people, 134 of them children, in the Army Public School (APS) in
Peshawar last December. Last month, a tribal elder had been killed by unidentified assailants in
Chaharmang area of Nawagai, Bajaur Agency. An official of the political administration told The
Express Tribune that Mullah Amanullah, a pro-government tribal elder, was killed in the targeted
attack.

LONDON: Army chief General Raheel Sharif has said Pakistan would not allow “even a shadow”
of Islamic State and termed the group a greater threat than al Qaeda. “As far as IS is concerned,
in Pakistan, even a shadow of IS would not be allowed,” Sharif said in an address to The Royal
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies in London on Friday. In May, the
Islamic State militant group claimed the killings of at least 43 members of the Shia Ismailis n
Karachi. Leaflets backing IS extremists have been seen recently in parts of the country and pro-
IS slogans have appeared on walls in several cities. “There are people in Islamabad who want to
show their allegiance to IS. So it's a very dangerous phenomenon,” General Raheel said. The
COAS said dealing with the extremist group was set to become an ever greater challenge than
the al Qaeda network behind 9/11 attacks in the United States.

“| feel the future challenge is IS. It's a bigger name. Al Qaeda was a name but IS is now a bigger
name,” he said. The army chief emphasised the reconciliation between Afghan Taliban and the
Afghan government. He expressed his fear the Taliban could seek an alliance with IS unless they
were brought back to the negotiating table. “This reconciliation in Afghanistan is very important. If
we do not do it in the proper manner and the Afghan Taliban splinter, they would go for a bigger
name and that is IS,” General Raheel said.

Army chief returns from UK

Meanwhile, the COAS returned to the country on Saturday after a three-day visit of the UK, the
ISPR said.

KARACHI: Pakistan’s armed forces are far superior today than in the wars of 1965 and 1971,
panelists at breakfast meeting organised by the Council of Pakistan Newspaper Editors (CPNE)
observed on Friday. “Our armed forces are second to none in fighting militants and have proven
themselves far better than many western armies fighting Islamic State and other militant factions
without much success in the Middle East,” President of Pakistan Ex-Servicemen Association
(Pesa) Lt-Gen (retd) Ali Kuli Khan said at the meeting held in Karachi. According to Gen Khan,
the command of Pakistan Army is in professional hands today. “There is line of senior officers
capable of taking command from the present chief to carry on their legacy to future generation,”
he said. Talking about the fall of East Pakistan in 1971, the Pesa president said holding the army
alone responsible for the debacle is unfair. “I don’t want to start a blame game but the war in East
Pakistan was lost before it began... it was lost for political reasons,” he said. He added that even
the then army chief of the Indian army praised Pakistani forces and admitted that the latter faced
the overwhelming strength of 16 to one in India’s favour.

Gen Khan also hit out at Pakistani leaders who have robbed the nation blind through rampant
corruption. He said government servants, both uniformed and non-uniformed, were now chasing
these leaders who have left Pakistan in a state beyond repair. Shuja Nawaz, the author of
‘Crossed Swords’, a well-researched history of the Pakistan Army, praised the army of today at
the meeting as well. He said instead of relying on theoretical text books, real-life experience is
being shared with new recruits by battle-hardened instructors. Their interaction is producing
excellent results, he added. CPNE Secretary General Dr Jabbar Khattak said the army has been
playing a positive role in Pakistan in addition to their duties on border. “This has impacted our
country’s history both inside and outside Pakistan,” he said. Defence analyst lkram Sehgal also
praised the army and rangers, saying they had done an exceedingly good job in Karachi. “After
2008 there is a tremendous change in army’s achievements. No army has got success against
militants in the world with all their vast resources like Pakistan Armed Forces,” he said. “This
momentum must carry on into future,” he added.

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court suspended on Friday the execution of a convict awarded
death sentence by a military court. A two-judge bench headed by Justice Ejaz Afzal Khan asked
the applicant, Sabir Shah, to avail appeal forum before the military court under Army Act 1952.
Shah, believed to be a member of a proscribed organisation, was convicted for his suspected
involvement in the sectarian killing of a lawyer, Syed Arshad Ali, in Lahore. Dr Khalid Ranjha,
counsel of Laila Bibi, the mother of the convict, had challenged Sabir Shah’s death sentence,
stating in her petition that her son was a juvenile and was not given the right to fair trial. Further,
the counsel said that the family members were not allowed to meet Shah and that he had not
been given a chance to engage a counsel to plead his case.
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Earlier, the apex court admitted another petition for preliminary hearing against the military court’s
verdict to award death sentence to an alleged militant. Saleh Bibi through her counsel Asma
Jahangir had filed a petition under Article 184(3) of the Constitution against the award of death
sentence to her husband by the military court. In a landmark judgment on August 5, the Supreme
Court dismissed all petitions against the establishment of the controversial military courts in a
majority vote. However, the apex court stated that all decisions of military courts would be subject
to judicial review.

ISLAMABAD: Army Chief General Raheel Sharif, while addressing a gathering at Royal United
Services Institute in London, said that Kashmir is an unfinished agenda of Indo-Pak partition
which needs to be resolved for the sake of peace and stability in the region. According to details
of the gathering shared by Director General of the Inter-Services Public Relations Lt Gen Asim
Saleem Bajwa on Twitter, the army chief said on Friday that “Indian intransigence and the
violations at Line of Control are negatively affecting the region”. Pakistan's security environment
is becoming conducive for upward economic trajectory and the military will continue its efforts
towards bringing total security in the country, General Raheel was quoted as saying. Talking
about the ongoing peace process in Afghanistan, the army chief said that Pakistan’s military and
government supports enduring and permanent peace in Afghanistan.

General Raheel urged all the stakeholders to beware of the detractors and spoilers who intend to
sabotage the reconciliation process between the two countries. He went on to say that Pakistan
holds brotherly ties with Afghanistan. “There is dire need of border management and international
cooperation to make regional peace possible.” Earlier, General Raheel Sharif had said on
Thursday that China-Pakistan Economic Corridor project would be a game-changer and usher in
an era of prosperity in the region. “We will do everything to make it a success,” he said during
interactions at the International Institute for Strategic Studies and House of Commons in London.

Over 144000 TDPs families have so far been returned to their native areas in these agencies.
The Federal Government has disbursed over two billion rupees among Temporarily Displaced
Persons who have returned to their home in Khyber, North and South Waziristan Agencies.
Sources of FATA Disaster Management Authority told our Peshawar representative that each
TDPs family has been given the cash assistance of thirty five thousand rupees each.According to
the sources over one hundred and forty four thousand TDPs families have so far been returned to
their native areas in these agencies.

QUETTA: Commander of Southern Command, Lt Gen Nasir Khan Janjua, said on Thursday that
Balochistan would become a stable province soon because its people had united against
terrorism and extremism and wanted to make it a peaceful and developed province. He was
speaking at an inter-university short film competition organised by the Balochistan University of
Information Technology and Management Sciences. He said that Pakistan had faced a critical
situation after 9/11 but it survived because it was an atomic power and its people were united.
“Balochistan has remained in the grip of terrorism and uncertainty but now it has come out of the
era of fear as peace has been restored in the province with the joint efforts of civil and military
leadership,” Gen Janjua said. He said that enemies of the country had tried to foment chaos by
promoting the ideology of “independence” (of Balochistan) but they could not misguide the youth
anymore because people had woken up and wanted peace.

About China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, he said that Balochistan was fortunate as rising world
powers sough to expand their trade through the province. “The Central Asian Republics and
Russia also want to use Gwadar port for trade and we have assured them of cooperation by the
governments of Pakistan and Balochistan.” “Balochistan has been blessed with numerous natural
resources and if these resources are utilised, it can become the richest province of Pakistan,” he
said. Gen Janjua praised short films produced by students of different universities and said that
the ideas depicted in the films made him optimistic that peace would prevail in Balochistan soon.

NEW YORK: Adviser to the Prime Minister on National Security and Foreign Affairs, Sartaj Aziz
has said that dossiers containing proof of Indian involvement in terrorist activities in Pakistan
have been handed over to the United Nations. Briefing the media men here, Sataj Aziz said three
dossiers were handed over to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon by Permanent Representative
of Pakistan to the United Nations, Maliha Lodhi. He said the dossiers contained evidence of
Indian involvement in the acts of terrorism in Balochistan, Federally Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA) and Karachi. “India is providing help to terrorists in Balochistan, FATA and Karachi,” he
added. The Foreign Advisor said India has been violating the ceasefire agreement with Pakistan
at the Line of Control (LoC) and that foreign ministers of 15 countries have been apprised of the
Indian aggression in Pakistan. According to sources, the dossiers handed over to the UN
contained evidence in the form of audio, video and documents in connection with Indian
involvement in spreading terrorism in Pakistan.

KARACHI: President Mamnoon Hussain has said that the targeted operation in Karachi will
continue till the last terrorist is eliminated and peace is fully restored. Speaking at the 3rd FPCCI
Achievement Awards ceremony here on Thursday, he said Karachi was regaining its status of
“city of lights” and the country was now moving in the right direction. The process of economic
prosperity and development has started and the entire nation must contribute in one way or
another. He said economic stability had become the national agenda and all institutions were
working for its execution. As a result of the government strategy, he added, the State Bank had
reduced the discount (policy) rate. Now private banks will extend more loans that will encourage
investment in the country and exports will increase significantly, economy will grow and more jobs
will be created.

Mr Hussain said this positive shift in the financial sector had provided a strong base for economic
stability. He regretted that in the past no serious efforts were made to overcome the energy crisis
or deal with the menace of terrorism. He said the present government was trying to address the
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issue of energy shortages and expressed the hope that after two and a half years the country
would come out of this situation. Earlier, the president distributed the FPCCI achievement awards
among the winners. The companies and individuals were acknowledged for their best services
and performance in different sectors.

WEB DESK: Days after Afghan chief executive Abdullah Abdullah claimed the presence of
terrorist sanctuaries and support networks in Pakistan, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General
Raheel Sharif said on Thursday the country was against proxies and would not allow them to
operate from its soil. According to DG ISPR Lt Gen Asim Bajwa, army chief while speaking to
representatives of the International Institute for Strategic Studies and House of Commons in
London said Pakistan was fighting various terrorist groups and no new entities would be allowed
to emerge. General Raheel said funding of all terrorist organisations had to be checked for long-
term success, adding that terrorism was a universal issue, which required a global response.

“Want to finish terrorists and their nurseries,” said the ISPR statement. “Expect international
community to play its part for regional peace.” The ongoing Operation Zarb-e-Azb’s had a
discernible effect to pursue sleeper cells of terrorists across the country, added the COAS.
Terming the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor a game-changer, the army chief hoped it will
bring prosperity in the area. “Will do everything to make it (the project) success, whole region (is)
to benefit (from the project).”

WEB DESK: Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar unveiled a new policy for international NGOs,
wherein they will require the government’s consent to gather funds and operate. Addressing a
press conference in Islamabad on Thursday, Nisar said that the policy — constituted within a time
period of three months — is divided into three parts: terms of understanding, registration of an
organisation and MoUs to be signed with the government, Express Newsreported. “No
organisation will be allowed to raise funds inside or outside the country or assist their local
branches unless they have taken permission from the government,” he said. The MoU will be
signed for a period of three months, which was earlier five months, followed by issuance of visas
to the member of an NGO. “The process will no more be manual but will completely online, which
will help us monitor different organisations,” he said. He said that after requesting for registration,
international NGOs will have 60 days to operate until the government issues a final decision
either allowing or suspending their work. Nisar further said it would be the interior ministry’s
prerogative to register new NGOs, which will be assisted by the law ministry, while a committee of
the interior will monitor the process. “NGOs working against Pakistan’s strategic, security,
economic or other interests will have their registration cancelled,” he said, adding that any
organisation restrained from working will have the right to appeal.

He further said several NGOs in the country had been restrained from working on the basis of
intelligence information. The interior minister noted that while other countries have formalised the
process, these NGOs, even those operating in high security zones, were given a clean chit to
operate owing to a complex security situation here. Nisar said that the process of acquisition of
visas and national identity cards is also being simplified and will be carried out online. He assured
that NGOs working under the ambit of law will be rewarded. “Pakistan will have an open door
policy regarding international organisations and propaganda against the policy is wrong,” he
concluded.

PESHAWAR: Security forces have imposed a curfew in Shalozan Colony near Scheme Chowk,
adjacent to Badhaber airbase. “A few days ago announcements were made on loudspeakers,
saying there would be a curfew in place from 10pm to 6am and that everyone had to abide by it,”
a local told The Express Tribune. “As a security measure, the area has been under curfew for the
last three days.” He added the restriction has been imposed by the security forces responsible to
protect the base the police have nothing to do with the decision. When contacted, an official of
Badhaber police station said the base has its own security system; the police has nothing to do
with the curfew. “We know about it but we have nothing to do with it.”

“The area had been cleared of militant hideouts, but militants had escaped to Afghanistan and
were operating from there.” He added the clashes between militants and police are history now
but the former can plan and execute their activities from Afghanistan. “Nonetheless our
crackdown against anti-social elements in the area is still going on.” The official said since the
Badhaber airbase attack, they have carried out four operations. “In some of them we were
assisted by the security forces and arrested at least 150 suspects from different areas,” he
added, saying they have also increased their patrols in the area.

KARACHI: Two armed men attacked a police convoy in Lyari on Wednesday but the retaliatory
fire killed the two attackers. District City SSP Aftab Nizamani and his team were patrolling in the
Jhat Pat Market area following complaints of extortion by traders when two men on a motorcycle
opened fire at Nizamani’s vehicle, said Kalakot SHO Ayaz Khan. One of the bullets hit the SSP’s
vehicle but no one was injured. The police started chasing the attackers, one of whom threw a
hand grenade at the law enforcers. The grenade attack injured an eight-year-old boy who was
passing by. The boy was rushed to Civil hospital. The police continued the chase until another
exchange of fire that killed the two attackers, who have yet to be identified. According to SHO
Khan, the Jhat Pat Market traders had complained that members of the Baba Ladla group of Lyari
gangsters were harassing them to pay extortion. The law enforcers were patrolling in the area
when they came under attack.

Rangers raid in Lyari

Earlier, four suspected members of a Lyari gang were killed in an exchange of fire with the
paramilitary troops in the Kalakot area on Wednesday. According to Rangers officials, the
encounter took place when their troops conducted a targeted raid at the gangsters’ hideout. The
gangsters opened fire at the Rangers and tried to flee. The Rangers troops retaliated and killed
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four gangsters while a few of their comrades managed to flee. The suspects, later identified as
Danish Majeed, Arshad Mehmood, Moosa Umar and Kamran alias Naveed, belonged to the
Baba Ladla group of Lyari gangsters. They were wanted to the police in various cases.

WEB DESK: Four terrorists suspected of involvement in the suicide attack that killed Punjab
home minister Col (retd) Shuja Khanzada were killed in a Counter Terrorism Department
(CTD) raid near Lahore, Express Newsreported on Thursday. According to reports, security
forces raided a house near Badur village resulting in a gun battle. Four suspects were killed in the
retaliatory fire while another four managed to flee, a CTD source said. The CTD conducted an
intelligence-based raid on a house in Sherakot area on the outskirts of Lahore. Security forces
seized arms and explosives from the possession of the accused. The suspects were identified as
Amijad, Fayyaz, Sadagat and Saddam. On Tuesday, a senior official of the CTD revealed that the
department had arrested five key suspects involved in the suicide attack that killed the Punjab
home minister. The official had stated that Muawiya was the mastermind of the attack and
provided support to the suicide bombers. The CTD produced Muawiya before the Rawalpindi
judicial magistrate and obtained his 14-day physical remand.

The official further claimed a TTP-affiliated group headed by Qari Suhail, and ten other members
played a key role in the attack. According to the official, Qari Suhail had sent suicide bombers to
Attock a week before the attack to begin tracking the slain minister's movements. The other
suspects in the attack included Amjad, Fiaz, Niaz, Zaheer, Talha, Imran Sattar, Sadagat and
Sadam. Khanzada and 16 others were killed in a suicide blast on August 16 at his political office
in Shadi Khan, near Attock. Khanzada, 71, had been holding a meeting with locals when a
suicide bomber blew himself up. The home minister and several others were buried under the
rubble after the blast brought down the roof of the house. Khanzada was given charge of the
home department in October 2014 and had been actively involved in major operations against
terror outfits. The provincial department he headed was responsible for the maintenance of law
and order, and protection of life and property of citizens. He had previously served as the as
Punjab provincial minister and Adviser to the Punjab chief minister.

WEB DESK: At least 25 militants were killed in airstrikes that targeted military hideouts near
Datta Khel area of North Waziristan Agency on Thursday. “At least 25 terrorists were killed in
aerial strikes ahead of Datta Khel area near the Pak-Afghan border,” an Inter Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said. “The fighting had intensified in the bordering areas of Shawal, while jets
have been pounding militant hideouts in the area for months,” they said. The military has stepped
up air strikes against suspected terrorists in the volatile tribal region. Pakistan Army launched a
massive operation, Zarb-e-Azb, in North Waziristan in mid-June last year to purge the erstwhile
stronghold of homegrown Taliban militants and their foreign cohorts. According to an official tally
released on the first anniversary of the offensive, 2,700 militants have been killed and many more
wounded in combat.

Most parts of the agency have been cleansed of militants, while troops are now closing in on the
remaining militants holed up in Shawal Valley on the Pak-Afghan border. Hundreds of thousands
of tribesmen displaced by fighting have started returning to their homes in North Waziristan under
the government supervision. Following Operation Zarb-e-Azb, the military had launched another
operation in the strategic Tirah Valley of Khyber Agency in mid-October, last year against the
Mangal Bagh-led Lashkar-e-Islam extremist group and its Taliban supporters.

KARACHI: An anti-terrorist court (ATC) in Karachi handed down on Wednesday a collective
sentence of 19 years to a man in cases related to possession of explosive material and an illegal
weapon. Obaidur-Rehman, who is said to be a political activist, was found guilty of carrying
explosive substances and an unlicensed weapon in Sohrab Goth area of Karachi last year. Judge
Bashir Ahmed Khoso of the ATC-I sentenced Rehman to 14 years imprisonment in the explosive
material case and five years in the illegal weapon case. The court also imposed a fine of Rs.
20,000 and in case of non-payment the convict would have to undergo an additional six months in
prison. However, both sentences would run concurrently. The accused was also booked for
attacking a police party, but the prosecution had failed to prove it.

PESHAWAR: Unidentified motorcyclists opened fire on Rapid Response Force (RRF) in
Peshawar but the attack was effectively thwarted as the personnel returned fire. The law
enforcement agency’s van came under attack in the limits of Tatara police station in Hayatabad
Sector E-8, Phase-VI on Tuesday. Police official Fazal Diyain told The Express Tribune the van
was on routine patrolling when unidentified motorcyclists opened fire at it. “No losses were
reported in the incident,” he said, adding the police started a search operation soon after the
incident.On September 12, a police van had come under a gun attack on Sufi Dheri road in
Peshawar, leaving three policemen injured. Two suspected militants were also killed in the
exchange of fire.

KARACHI: Sindh police have started the process to computerise its criminal records. The home
minister Sohail Anwar Siyal said that the computerised data will be linked to National Database
and Registration Authority’s (NADRA) database through the biometric system. Siyal was
addressing the inauguration ceremony of software prepared by Sindh police in collaboration with
a private mobile company on Tuesday.

Strict monitoring

“Hotels, guest houses, arms shops, private security companies and tenants — all will be registered
and a system is being established to check them on daily basis,” said Siyal. The record of the
criminals will be computerised in police stations and jails and it will be interlinked with the
NADRA. He said that the traffic challans will also be computerised and the citizens will be able to
get their challans at their doorstep. “A private cell phone company currently busy in making the
software, in collaboration with the Sindh police”, he said. This programme will be completed
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within the next six months,” he said.
Benefits of technology

Technology is the best way to make things better, said Sindh IGP Ghulam Haider Jamali. Sindh
police has always endeavoured to make the police department modern and technologically
progressive, he said. “Sindh police are trying their level best for to bring back peace to Karachi.”
“Just a single click and you will find the crime record of any criminal by using this software,” said
AIG Mushtag Mahar. “This system will be interlinked to all police stations and the NADRA.” For
the first time in Pakistan such a software is being introduced, claimed Mahar.

Countering terrorism

Stern action will be taken against the high profile personalities found guilty of facilitating terrorist
activities, he said. “The hardcore criminals that managed to flee the country will be brought back
and tried for their crimes”, said Siyal. Terrorism is not only a problem of Sindh but it is an issue
faced by the entire nation, he claimed. “Only Sindh government approved the bill of the witness
protection programme.” The government is devising a policy so the bill can be implemented,” he
explained. “The CCTV cameras are being installed at all traffic signal to check the street crime”
said Siyal. A separate barcode will be allotted to each vehicle’s registration number plate that will
prove helpful to ascertain the registration number plates are genuine or fake,” he explained. An
inquiry is being conducted regarding the corruption scandal in the purchase of the CCTV cameras
and the strict action will be taken against those found guilty.

(S ENNETEECN L) [T W {e](el- Wl Pakistan is raising a special police force to curb crime, strengthen rescue and relief operations
to patrol Indus during floods and help conserve the endangered Indus dolphin along the River Indus. The first
Daily Dawn, September 29, 2015 700 recruits for the Riverine Amphibious Police Force (RAPF) will graduate in February next year,
after being trained by the Pakistan army. The force will be deployed in districts of Punjab through
which the Indus flows, including Rajanpur, Rahim Yar Khan, Muzaffargarh, Dera Ghazi Khan,
Layyah, Bhakkar, Mianwali and Attock. The Indus River is one of the longest rivers in Asia,
flowing over 3,000 kilometres from Tibet through India and into Pakistan. The Indus provides
essential water for agriculture and livelihoods, but has also become a hotbed of criminal activity
as armed groups have carved out safe havens for themselves on islands in the river. “Bandits
and criminals have established their sanctuaries on islands in the Indus and have been
challenging the writ of the state for many years now,” said deputy inspector general of police
Sohail Habib Tajik.

He said the RAPF would help enforce the law on the waterway. “Some areas along the Indus
have become the headquarters of kidnappers and criminals because the police can not reach
them on the islands,” explained Tajik, who is also commandant of the Sihala Police College
where the police personnel are undergoing initial training. In July 2013, around 60 criminals
captured three islands in the Indus in Rajanpur district of Punjab province and took eight police
hostage. The area is notorious for killings and kidnapping by armed gangs. “The traditional police
are not well enough trained or equipped,” Tajik said, adding the RAPF will have the latest gear
including motorboats, communication systems, navigation tools and weapons. The force will also
keep check on the trade of illicit weapons and movement of militants between districts along the
Indus.

Flood rescue force

The RAPF personnel will be trained in swimming, diving and equipped with speedboats and life
jackets and so will also act as first response in rescue operations during floods. Pakistan is highly
vulnerable to flash floods every year. The country’s epic floods of 2010 led to the deaths of
almost 2,000 people, displacing 18 million others and damaging 12 million homes. “The
personnel of the special force could reach any flood-hit area within five to ten minutes and ease
pressure on the army too,” said Pervaiz Amir, country director for the Pakistan Water Partnership.
He said the Pakistan army’s involvement in rescue and relief operations generates goodwill
among the public, but their main role should be to protect the nation’s borders. The Punjab
Emergency Service only has 14 divers and around two dozen swimmers and so cannot carry out
rescue operations alone. “The dedicated force would help save hundreds of lives,” Amir said.

The RAPF personnel will also be given training in conservation of natural habitat and particularly
the endangered Indus River dolphin. Around 1,400 dolphins, locally called Bulhan, live along the
1,500-kilometre stretch of the Indus in Pakistan and are listed as endangered species by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature. “The force could help in the conservation of
dolphins and increase ecotourism in the area by expelling criminal elements from the Indus,” said
Aftab Rana, president of the nonprofit organisation Sustainable Tourism Foundation Pakistan. If
the force succeeds in restoring a sense of security in the area, dolphin boat safaris in Punjab can
help boost local economy and culture. “The area is now considered unsafe for tourism,” Rana
said.

Bringing back eco-tourism

The RAPF can also help local conservationists monitor the number of the dolphins in the Indus —
currently the numbers are only estimates. “Nobody dares to stay in the river for long for fear of
being kidnapped or killed by criminals hiding on the islands,” he said. A 10-member team
monitoring dolphins at Taunsa barrage was kidnapped by the criminals in 2011, Rana said,
though they were later released on the request of some local influential people. In the future, the
RAPF will also be deployed to protect parts of the Pakistan China Economic Corridor (CPEC) and
Chinese engineers working on the raft of energy and infrastructure projects worth US$46 billion
agreed earlier this year. Tajik said the RAPF personnel will be stationed along the corridor to
protect railway tracks, stop attempts to sabotage projects and ensure the safety of people
working and travelling along the corridor. “It may take three years to raise a force for the
purpose,” he said.
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KOHAT: The administration has launched an operation in the district following reports about
presence of illegal foreigners in the local seminaries. District Police Officer Mohammad Sohaeb
Ashraf told this scribe that the objective of the operation was to computerise the data of the
seminaries, check militant activities there and verify that their curriculum was approved by
Wagaful Madaris, the supreme body looking after the seminaries countrywide. He said that they
had already evicted 24 Afghan prayer leaders from various mosques in the city and its outskirts.
He said that Afghan students, almost all of whom belonged to Deoband school of thought, were
allowed to study in the seminaries as the ban was applicable only to the members of banned
religious ouffits.

24 Afghan prayer leaders evicted from mosques

“All the data will be collected and the family background of the students and teachers will also be
confirmed. During the operation, the luggage of the students and their teachers is also being
checked for banned books and diaries to ascertain their contacts with banned organisations,” said
the official. He said that under the law, Afghan nationals were allowed to study or teach in the
seminaries but they were ordered to restrict their other legal activities to their respective mosques
in the refugee camps. He said that the seminaries, which were constructed without proper
permission and approval of the industrial department, would be closed.

An official said that there might be some seminaries near the Afghan border and in the tribal
areas which were under the control of Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan or any other banned group.
The political administrations had been ordered to seal such seminaries, he added. It may be
recalled that the commissioner of Kohat has already banned construction of new seminaries
throughout Kohat division including Hangu, Karak, Orakzai Agency and Kurram Agency till
completion of survey and data collection of the existing madressahs in the area. The official said
that reports about corruption in the funds meant for students had also surfaced which was
affecting educational environment and payment of stipends to the students.
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NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

Soaring heat: KMC KARACHI: All hospitals and dispensaries of the city operating under the Karachi Metropolitan
health facilities open Corporation would remain open on Sunday (today) in view of the latest heat wave gripping the

today
The News International, October
4,2015

metropolis over the past few days. Informing the media about the decision taken on Saturday, Health
Services Senior Director Dr Salma Kausar said the department had taken the decision in view of
more potential heatstroke and other heat-related cases. She said a total of 20 patients have been
admitted to various KMC hospitals, including the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital and Sobhraj Maternity
Hospital, over the past two days. With temperatures still high in the city, particularly during the
daytime, Dr Salma said there was a possibility of more such cases which is why the KMC and its
employees were going to be available round-the-clock to help the people.She added that apart from
the special measures being taken at KMC hospitals and facilities, 42 separate heatstroke relief
centres have been established in the city, all of which would also remain open throughout Sunday.

NORI launches breast ISLAMABAD - “Together we can” was the message Oncology team of NORI is communicating to all
cancer awareness drive the female patients.Now it has become a tradition to dedicate a whole month for the awareness
The Nation, October 4,2015 programME of screening for breast cancer. This year the inaugural session was held on Saturday.
The purpose was to raise alertness for the disease affecting so many women, however it did so much
more than that.The guests were decorated with the pink ribbon badges at the reception desk.Najia
Aizaz wife of Secretary Foreign Affairs appreciated the efforts of doctors for the awareness of breast
cancer among the masses.She also suggested that media should play a vital role in the propagation
of campaign and reduce the ambiguities of common people about the disease.She narrated the role
she played as caregiver of her husband during fight against cancer.She particularly appreciated the
services provided by NORI Hospital in general and Oncology department in particular.Guest of
honour Nigar Javed, wife of Member Science, Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission particularly
enlightened the audience to seek knowledge about the disease through electronic media.She also
commented that the best consultants of cancer are related with the eighteen cancer hospital of PAEC
in different cities.Mrs Brig Sajjad DG COPD SPD stressed that nothing is impossible and the disease
could be conquered with grace of Al mighty Allah, strong belief and commitment.In the welcome
address Director NORI Dr Javaid Irfan highlighted the services provided at the hospital for different
cancers in general and breast cancer in particular.He informed the audience that NORI is equipped
with vast array of sophisticated and state of the art medical and laboratory equipment.Oncology
Department services at NORI could be matched with any well-reputed international standard
organisation.

NORI is providing 161 tests in the area of Hematology, Clinical Chemistry, Immunology, and PCR.
Systems are Barcode readable.Lab Information system is fully automated and EQA enrolled.
In the end he assured the audience that “they can tell breast cancer to step aside” as NORI Cancer
Hospital is there to support them.He stressed to spread the word to others.Dr Muhammad Faheem,
Head Oncology department NORI presented the statistics of last year breast cancer screening
data.More than ten percent females were timely detected.He emphasized the importance of
screening campaign and praised the survivors who proved that there can be life after breast cancer
with the prerequisite of early detection.Last year the new cases of breast cancer reported at NORI
Cancer Hospital were more than 800.Last year the number of new cancer cases registered at NORI
was more than 4,500 and that of follow up cases was more than 40,000.Later on, all the guests
shared their views about the campaign and gave interesting ideas for spreading out the word among
general public.Additionally the event served as a time to discuss the disease, its early detection and
those suffering from breast cancer.It created an open conversation about the disease and removed
the hurdles and myths.It helped to build a window of optimism in the intoxicated wall of harsh realities
of breast cancer.

‘Pakistan reducing ISLAMABAD: Climate Change Ministry Ozone protection initiative National Program Manager
ozone depleting gases’ Mazhar Hayat emphasised that controlling emission of ozone layer-cracking gases is need of the
Daily Times, October 4,2015 hour to protect earth’'s health and sustainability.“Use of ozone-depleting gases such as
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) had cracked a hole in the ozone layer that protects us from the sun’s
harmful ultraviolet radiation. But thanks to global community’s role, the ozone-depletion problem has
been substantially addressed,” he told journalists on Saturday.The national program manager said,
“The ozone layer, which had depleted dangerouslySA has restored. Thanks to global cooperation in
combating it.” Depletion of Ozone is one of the most serious environmental concerns threatening the
very existence of life on earth, he said.Ozone provides a natural protective filter against harmful ultra-
violet rays from the sun, which can cause sunburn, cataracts and skin cancer as well as damage
vegetation. The cell has been established under the United Nations Development Programme-funded
multi-million dollar project ‘Institutional Strengthening of Montreal Protocol’ under a notification of the
Establishment Division of the Cabinet Secretariat.

He pledged to make all-out efforts to prove that Pakistan is very much serious in joining global efforts
to completely restore the ozone layer to its 1980-level by the middle of the century, which is inevitable
for sustainability of earth and the life on it.Hayat said, “Thirty years ago, the international community
signed the Vienna Convention for the protection of the Ozone layer. Under its Montreal Protocol, a
global treaty passed in 1987 to phase out ozone depleting substances like chlorofluorocarbons
(commonly found in spray cans and refrigerants at the time), ozone depletion has stopped. However,
the world is on track to completely restore the ozone layer, he added.The Montreal Protocol has, in
fact, established a unique partnership between the developed and developing countries, all striving in
unison and harmony to achieve the phase out of Ozone depletion substances (ODS).“It is heartening
to observe that Pakistan is very much on track to eliminate the use of Ozone depleting substances
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and is in full compliance with the targets set out by the Ozone Secretariat, he added. This year on
January 1, Pakistan achieved the 10 percent reduction target, Hayat highlighted.“Protection of ozone
layer, the ultimate objective of the Montreal Protocol on substances that deplete the ozone layer is
must to allow the life on earth to prosper in a sustainable manner. Looking back over the past 30
years, we are at a critical juncture in the implementation of a phase out programme for the Ozone
depleting substances,” he underlined.

PESHAWAR: The Technical Advisory Group (TAG), highest technical body that advises Pakistan on
polio eradication programme, has hailed the remarkable progress made in vaccinating FATA children
against poliovirus during 2015, and called for continuous efforts to sustain progress in polio
eradication in FATA.TAG Chairman Dr Jean Marc Olive was addressing a meeting of the Emergency
Operations Centre (EOC) at the FATA Secretariat on Saturday. EOC National Coordinator Dr Rana
Safdar, FATA Law and Order Secretary and EOC Coordinator Shakeel Qadir, EPI Assistant Director
Dr Ikhtiar Ali, World health Organisation (WHO) Acting National Team Leader Dr Zubair Mufti and
other high-ranking officers from partner organisations, including UNICEF, Bill and Melanda Gates and
WHO participated in the meeting.FATA EOC Coordinator Shakeel Qadir presented the successful
figures and specific challenges faced during the recent rounds of anti-polio campaign. He informed
the forum that non-available children had been a major challenge, whereas, strategy of vaccinating
children at local hujras was not proving effective in reducing the number of polio cases. He said the
first time launched door-to-door campaigning strategy in North Waziristan and strict accountability
mechanism focused on influencing parents of non-available children to confirm vaccination.

ISLAMABAD: Another death from dengue fever was reported on Saturday at the Benazir Bhutto
Hospital (BBH) Rawalpindi taking the number of people killed by the disease to two this year.Talking
to The Express Tribune, medical superintendent at BBH Dr Asif Qadir Mir, said a woman named
Faiza Abid, 27, was four months pregnant and was brought to BBH Friday evening.He claimed that
she was earlier admitted at some private hospital from where she was referred to the Pakistan
Institute of Medical Sciences (Pims) but considering her health condition she was refused
treatment.She was then brought to BBH in a critical condition, he said.“She was diagnosed with
urosepsis along with dengue fever, and has struggled for the last seven days to get treatment for both
diseases,” said Mir. On the other hand the dengue fever count in the Rawalpindi has crossed over
800, according to the Rawalpindi health department.“There is a need to declare emergency in the city
as the situation is worsening day by day,” said an official of the Rawalpindi health department.The
official said most of the private hospitals are referring dengue fever cases to public hospital. “This is
because they are scared to handle patients with dengue, as their death s might bring a bad name to
the hospital,” he said.

LAHORE: The All Pakistan Wapda Hydro Electric Workers Union on Saturday announced holding a
countrywide protest on Oct 7 against the proposed privatisation of the Faisalabad Electric Supply
Company (Fesco).Union secretary-general Khurshid Ahmed said, in a press statement, the
privatization of the most profitable power distribution company would be against the public interest,
urging all political parties, patriotic forces and civil society to support the struggle of the working class
in the larger public interest.He said the Senate and the Committee of National Assembly on Water
and Power had already opposed privatisation of profitable corporatised companies of electricity in its
earlier meetings. He claimed the privatisation of electricity had already failed miserably in Rawalpindi,
Multan and Karachi.He said the privatisation of electricity would be against the public interest since it
was the basic need of citizens. “If the government can run the metro bus in the public sector then why
the basic need of citizens like electricity cannot be managed in the public sector, he questioned. He
said the finance minister had already declared that the Privatisation Commission had falsely priced
more than Rs33 million for Pakistan Steels Mills assets to benefit the bidders.“Why the government
has not sought approval from the Senate and the NA for pricing the high valued grid stations,
distribution electricity lines, high cost buildings and precious equipment with due diligence before
making decision of selling its assets.”

LAHORE: Students, teachers, poets, intellectuals, members of Punjabi organisations, under the
aegis of Punjabi Parchar staged a protest rally in front of Lahore Press Club on Saturday urging the
Punjab government to impart primary education in the native language.Addressing the rally, speakers
said that Article 251 of the Constitution binds the provinces to adopt necessary measures for
promotion, teaching and usage of regional languages, but despite of continuously repeated request,
the Punjab government has not taken any step in this direction and has not adopted measures to
teach Punjabi in the schools.Participants of the protest rally demanded the government to take
immediate steps to start teaching the langue of 150 million people. They also warned government
that if the right of education in mother language is not given, a hunger strike will be staged in front of
the Punjab assembly till the fulfillment of their constitutional demand.Punjabi Parchar president
Ahmad Raza alleged, “ The Punjab government Punjab government is deliberately making the
children of Punjab ignorant through banning the education in their mother language.” The right of
education in the regional languages has been given to other provinces but in Punjab such a right is
still denied by the government,” he added.

Writer and scholar Mushtaaf Soofi told Daily Times that Pakistan’s Constitution has given right to
people to learn right from their primary schooling in their mother language and after the 18th
Amendment it is now the responsibility of the provinces to implement that right but Punjab has been
committing sheer violation.Soofi said, “The model is successfully implemented in other provinces of
our country like in Sindh, where whole structure of education is based in their mother language.” The
constitution has given right in 1973 in Balochistan, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa where they are teaching
in the regional languages but despite being the large number of Punjabi language-speaking people
living in province, the Punjab government has reluctant to implement.In the rally, large number of
students, teachers, poets, intellectuals, members of Punjabi organisations and members of civil
society were present. The really was headed by Punjabi Parchar president Ahmed Raza along with
Tariq Jatala, Afzal Sahir, Mushtaq Soofi, Mazhar Tirmazi, Biya Gee, Farhad Igbal, Deep Saeeda,
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Khalil Ohjla, Jamil Ahmad Paul, Tohid Ahmad Chatta, Bilal Shaker Kahaloon and other activists.

KARACHI: Twelve more people suffered heatstroke as the searing heat continued to persist in the
city on the third consecutive day on Friday. The city's maximum temperature which remained 41
degrees Celsius on Friday forced most of the citizens to stay indoors. The city's routine life was partly
affected due to less commercial activities and thin public transport on roads, especially during
afternoon hours. According to sources, all those who suffered heatstroke on Friday were shifted to
different hospitals of the metropolis. Recreational places such as parks, cinema houses, Clifton's Sea
View, Quaid-e-Azam's mausoleum also wore deserted look on Friday as people stayed indoors to
protect themselves from the scorching heat. Health experts have also advised the citizens to keep
themselves hydrated and avoid direct exposure to sun rays. Meanwhile, Met office has announced
that the heatwave will continue to persist in the city on Saturday, as well. As the citizens' memory was
still afresh about June's searing heat that had claimed more than 1200 lives, most of them preferred
to stay indoors, particularly during afternoon hours. The city administration has already declared
emergency in its various major hospitals, besides cancelling holidays of their staff. Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation has also set up 42 health centres in different parts of the city where doctors,
paramedical staff and nurses, provided treatment to the patients affected by the heatwave.

ISLAMABAD: Renowned businessman of Islamabad Muhammad Abid Hayat has been elected as
Chairman of the All Pakistan CNG Association (APCNGA) for the year 2015-16.Abid Hayat has been
working in oil and gas sector since last twenty-five years while his insight is not only respected but
taken seriously in the concerned circles. Mian Shahid Igbal of Bahawalpur became Senior Vice
Chairman of the CNG body. He has served as Chairman APCNGA Punjab and worked hard with
former central chairman Captain Shuja for the rights of CNG community. Moreover, Haji Sajid Islam
of Kohat has been elected as Central Vice Chairman of the APCNGA. Speaking on the occasion,
newly elected central chairman Abid Hayat who belong to Ghiyas Paracha group, thanks members
for reposing confidence in his leadership. Spelling out his priorities, Abid Hayat said that he will work
hard for the revival of the CNG industry across Pakistan with special attention to Punjab where the
sector is facing many problems that need immediate attention and resolution. He said that he would
focus on strengthening liaison with various government departments including Ogra, Ministry of
Petroleum and gas utilities to overcome faced by the CNG community. He said that he would try best
to come up to the expectations of the community and priorities provision to continued gas
supply to filling stations and ensure difference between cost of LNG and petrol.

KARACHI: witnessed a surprising development regarding consumer awareness when a citizen
lodged an FIR against the K-Electric for its alleged bogus billing.According to details, a citizen filed an
FIR against the K-Electric for extra billing in the New Karachi Industrial Area Police Station. Initially,
police officials refused to lodge an FIR but later on orders of the court they booked the K-Electric for
overbilling and fraud.Four K-Electric officials are nominated in the case which is a hallmark in the
history of the rights of electricity consumers in Karachi.

Punjab Chief Minister Shehbaz Sharif said on Saturday the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) is taking serious steps to cope with the challenges faced by the country.Talking to PML-N
office-bearers, the chief minister said every necessary step was being taken to rid the country of the
issues of terrorism, extremism, sectarianism and energy crisis that had caused huge economic
losses.Sharif said that due to solid economic policies of the government under the leadership of
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, the national economy had improved and the foreign exchange reserves
had exceeded Rs 20 billion.He said the process of industrial development had accelerated and the
trade and business activities had also increased. He further said that the government’s transparency
and merit policy had yielded good results.

State Bank of Pakistan has imported advanced machines capable of examining and sorting fake and
different amount of currency notes and directed all the banks to install such machines in their every
branch by 2017.SBP Chief Spokesperson Abid Qamar said the machines were imported to recognise
fake currency notes and all the banks had been directed to buy the same modern technological
machines for their use.This should be noted that the Chairman Senate Standing Committee on
Finance Saleem Mandviwalla had directed SBP to install latest technology machines to examine
currency notes by Jan 2017 in all the banks’ branches.“Risks of scam do exist, despite having big
mechanism of filtering any chance of fraud by the banks,” he said adding that neither he knew any
bank’s involvement in circulating fake money nor he had received any such complaint through
anybody.“l can’t say what fake currency producers could do. How do they replicate the original
money? | have no idea of their potential. But the thing we can do is to secure and make aware public
as much as possible.”"Qamar said SBP had imported six advanced handy machines, and 10 more
were in the pipeline, basically to detect fake money with many other features as well like sorting,
examining and counting.The spokesperson refrained from telling the price of the machine and its
company considering it non-issue. He said the important thing was resolution of problem not
expenditure on it. He said the decision was taken after consultation and deliberation of officials’
meeting then required specifications were submitted to the reliable company.“We know they produce
sophisticated machines and if there is something it would be realized over passage of time,” he said.

ISLAMABAD: The Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP), in order to further its
endeavours to raise awareness about safe investments and build investor confidence, has been
continuously organising seminars for employees of corporate entities. One such seminar, “Fostering
Professional Learning and Growth” organised at the Mobilink-Learning Centre, aimed at increasing
financial literacy and investor awareness about capital markets,mutual funds and various techniques
of risk managements.The event was part of the SECP’s overall investor education programme
“Jamapunji”, which is aimed at enhancing financial literacy and providing easy access to financial
instruments through the setting up of capital market hubs across major cities of Pakistan.The seminar
was well attended and supported with presentations and a question and answer session.

ISLAMABAD: Access to quality education at public schools is a must, and the government needs to
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play its role more effectively in this regard.These thoughts were expressed by senior journalist and
author Zubeida Mustafa at a panel discussion on Article 25-A of the Constitution titled ‘Covering the
right to education, from access to quality learning for all.The event was part of the Children’s
Literature Festival at the Lok Virsa on Friday.Speaking to The Express Tribune, Mustafa said recent
years had seen a healthy discussion on issues such as the number of out-of-school children.
However, she said more pressing issues such as the quality of education, ghost schools, and absent
teachers drawing salaries needed to be addressed.She stressed on the need to raise the standard of
education at public schools.“Serving government servants from the prime minister down to lower
division clerks should be made to send their children to public schools,” she suggested, adding that
this would automatically improve public education, which lags far behind private education.

ISLAMABAD:Teachers from different schools of Islamabad, Abottabad, Swat and Peshawar were
awarded certificates upon the successful completion of a course held as part of the Oxford Teachers’
Academy (OTA).The certificates were distributed in ceremony organised by Oxford University Press
on Friday. Teachers from Islamabad schools, trainers and representatives from different schools
participated in the event which included a briefing on 18-hour course certified by Oxford
University.“This is the first professional development course in Pakistan which was developed by
Oxford experts and teachers are awarded with certificates of Oxford University,” said Managing
Director Oxford University Press Pakistan Ameena Saiyid.She said the OTA, developed by Oxford
University Department of Continuing Education and Oxford University Press provides quality teacher
training which help teachers develop the skills they need to meet teaching and learning goals.“These
courses are interactive, engaging teachers in discussion, and providing practical ideas they can use
immediately in their own classrooms. The courses constitutes lectures on key concepts with
interactive presentations, role-plays, video clips, energizers, case studies, individual and group
presentations, as well as group discussions to consolidate successful learning,” said Ameena.The
OTA has run courses in over 30 countries, for more than 15 years, making a difference through
education and learning to thousands of teachers and students. “Each course includes a range of
options to ensure it meets your professional development needs,” she said.The first OTA course in
Pakistan ‘Principles of Teaching Young Learners’ was held in Islamabad and Karachi in June and in
Lahore in August. Aimed at teachers working with children aged 6 to 10 years, it addressed
pedagogical challenges and offered ideas to improve methodologies. The participants found the
course practical, interactive and experiential.

KARACHI - Microsoft - the global leader in information technology - held an insightful event -
Windows 10 Enterprise Summit —to inform its customers about the advanced features of the new
solution.According to a statement issued by the company here on Friday, the latest Microsoft
Windows 10 solution was launched in Pakistan recently.Zafarul Islam - the lead technology strategist
of Microsoft Pakistan - conducted this unique event, which allowed the audience to observe and
experience, a comprehensive demonstration of the much anticipated Windows 10.Its features are
designed to boost the performance and multi-tasking capabilities of organisations and individuals.
This user-friendly, fast, reliable and well-secured solution is receiving an enthusiastic response from
consumers all over Pakistan.

KARACHI: The Consul General of Russian Federation to Karachi, Oleg N Avdeev has invited local
students to take advantage of educational scholarships offered to them by his country.Addressing the
teaching faculty and students of Sindh Madressatul Islam here on Thursday, he regretted that lack of
awareness among students in Pakistan about these free education opportunities in Russian has
hindered many of the youngsters to avail the opportunity. He said the scholarships are part of his
country’s attempt to promote cordial relations, on people to people basis, between Russia and
Pakistan. Suggesting need to develop cooperation in the field of education between the two country,
the CG said collaboration can be initiated between educational institutions of Pakistan and Russia
with focus on exchange of faculty and students besides promoting research in relevant fields.Oleg N
Avdeev said tremendous opportunities also exist for Pakistanis in the fields of trade and commerce,
medicine as well as information technology at the Russian Federation. Consul General of the Russian
Federation said the two countries were enjoying close bilateral relations manifested through series of
joint projects including a pipeline from Karachi to Lahore, besides power plants, one each in Guddu
(Sindh) and Muzaffargarh (Punjab) respectively. He said Russia was also assisting Pakistan in gas
and oil exploration and that visits of dignitaries from Pakistan and also that of business community, to
Russia, has helped bringing the two countries closer to one another.We also hold similar views on
varied international issues enabling us to come all the more closer to one another, said the consul
general of Russian Federation. SMIU Vice Chancellor, Dr Muhammad Ali Shaikh in his welcome
address said friendly relations between the two countries spread over decades and it was only
Russia (former Soviet Union) that initiated transfer of technology to Pakistan in 1970s and assisted
inestablishment of Steel Mills in Karachi. He agreed that there was need to promoted cooperation in
the field of education and research between the two countries.

ISLAMABAD: Experts and educationists at the Teachers’ Literature Festival questioned the need for
a new education policy in the presence of so many similar existing policies and appeared sceptical
about its implementation.Speaking at ‘Asaataza Kee Awaz: National Education Policy 2016’, Alif
Ailaan’s Mosharraf Zaidi said he wondered what happened to earlier policies.“A new education policy
is being drafted yet we are not aware of what happened to earlier policies and why the government
failed to implement them,” he said.He said despite the promise made in the 2007 education policy:
that 7 per cent of the GDP would be allocated to the education sector, this had never happened.He
said Pakistan was still spending just two per cent of its budget on education and questioned the need
for a new education policy when they couldn’t follow the earlier one properly.Mr Zaidi said, “Issues
regarding teachers are not being addressed properly but the teachers are part of the issue. A total of
37 registered public school teachers’ unions exist, but they have split into several factions, which
shows how united public schools are.”He said that private school teachers were suffering too, but had
no unions where they could make their voices heard.Nargis Sultana from the Open Society
Foundations said there needed to be more accountability over the lack of policy implementation. She
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said, “Article 25-A has been approved but we don’t see it being implemented.”She said there was a
need to change the public perception about the teaching profession so that more young people chose
it as a career.There was also support for the idea of devolution of powers for the educational sector to
provincial governments.

Lok Virsa Director Dr Fauzia Saeed said, “The devolution process gives our provinces an opportunity
to establish their own policies regarding teaching in native languages and they should take these
opportunities.”"CLF Director Peter Jacob said provincial governments have serious concerns over the
new educational policies and they should be resolved.In other sessions, discussions were also held
on how teacher’s voices could be brought to the forefront of the discourse around education.In the
morning, a consultative session titled ‘Involving Teachers in the Policymaking Process’, session
moderator 1zzah Meyer engaged with teachers to get their opinions on the education policy.Ms Meyer
said TLF was an excellent platform for understanding teachers’ opinions about the current state of
education. “Since they are the ones directly dealing with the students and problems with curriculums
and administrative barriers, they are in a better position to know where the gaps are and what needs
to be changed.”She said it was a very encouraging to see so many teachers had showed up and
were committed improving the educational institute.

Forward thinking: 400 KARACHI: Teaching is a profession that needs knowledge, experience and the willingness to learn
teachers come together more, said principal of the Habib Girls School, Nargis Alavi, explaining why experience without
. learning anything new is useless.Alavi was one of four panelists at a discussion held on the ‘Impact of
to |mpr_ove standard of Pre-Service and In-Service Teachers’ Training’ at the First Principals’ Conference organised by the
education Aga Khan University-Examination Board (AKU-EB) in partnership with the Oxford University Press
LUCHSYICESR I RO /g2 (OUP) on Thursday.Aimed at exploring innovative solutions to improve the quality of education and
2015 assessments in schools, AKU-EB director, Dr Shehzad Jeeva, shared that principal's conference
brought together over 400 educators, principals and heads from 140 schools across Pakistan on a
single platform to collaborate, learn and excel at the one-day conference.“This platform is meant to
challenge conventional patterns, while we debate to derive the best practices for some of the most
crucial sides of our education system,” Jeeva explained. He also pointed out that there is so much to
be learned from others and their experiences, such as assessments, curriculum, teaching, and
learning practices.Discussing the importance of teachers learning new things, along with experience
in the field, Alavi said that a tutor teaching the same way for 20 years has only one year’s experience
because he has not learnt anything new.Speaking about the evaluation of teachers and in-house
training, she said that there should be two reasons why teachers are observed; one is to assess
where they can improve themselves as role models and the other is to evaluate them.Seconding
Alavi’s view, the director of Szabist schools and colleges, Lubna Khalid, added that a formal forum is
not possible in schools. She said it should be in-house and teacher to teacher observation.“Teachers
can share their experiences among themselves and help each other learn better ways to teach,” she
added.The Aga Khan Higher Secondary School principal, Shahina Ali Raza, commenting on the idea
of the conference, said, “Our realm is quickly changing and information needs to be modified in order
to meet the diverse needs of our jobs as principals”.While talking about the true value of books, the
OUP managing director, Ameena Saiyid, emphasised the need to develop reading habits in students
and make it mandatory in schools. “It is a triangular relationship between learners, teachers and
knowledge and this is where books come in to the equation,” she added.Answering a question on
why Oxford books are not a part of public sector schools, she said that she has been trying for the
past few years to introduce OUP books in public sector schools but it cannot be done until the
government revises their policies and curriculum design, as each province has separate textbook
boards.Explaining the value of education in a global context, research associate at the Centre for
Development Studies at the University of Cambridge, Professor Brian Heap, spoke about the
importance of encouraging students to be dependent on education and be critical thinkers.

Islamia College PESHAWAR: The concluding ceremony of the centenary celebrations of the historic Islamia College
Peshawar Peshawar would be held from November 2 to 9. Eminent personalities from the province and rest of
The News, October 1, 2015 the country would participate in various programmes of the concluding week.A meeting of different
committees for the arrangements of the concluding ceremony was held with Vice Chancellor of
Islamia College University (ICU) Muhammad Ajmal Khan in the chair.In-charges of various
committees, heads of teaching and non-academic departments, and office-bearers of senior alumni
association attended the meeting.They presented the progress reports of committees tasked with
making arrangements for the concluding ceremony. The meeting asked the old students of Islamia
College, Peshawar, to register themselves with the relevant committees for participation in the
programmes.They also asked the old students of college to contact the In-charge of Khyber Union
Hall, if they had any rare photograph of their education life in the Islamia College.The old students
could also share written material to highlight the history and struggle of ICU towards promotion of
education in the province. This material will be put on exhibition during the concluding ceremony.Rich
tributes were paid to the meritorious services of late Prof Jehanzeb Niaz, who breathed his last some
time ago. Fateha was offered for the departed soul of late professor of 1960 era, who was an icon of
knowledge and light in the field of Pashto language and literature.

Eateries, marriage halls LAHORE: Punjab Food Authority (PFA) teams on Tuesday sealed various eateries, bakeries and
sealed marriage halls besides imposing fine on others for violating hygiene standards.According to a
D A L P il SPokesperson, a PFA team in Ravi Town headed by Director (Operations) Ms Ayesha Mumtaz
sealed Shahbaz Dahi Bhallay in Shahdara and Tawakkal Traders and Abid Store in Akbari Mandi.A
Samanabad Town team sealed Akbar-i-Azam Marriage Hall and imposed fine on Paradise Marriage
Hall in Gulshan-i-Ravi near Samanabad Mor whereas Gulberg Town’s team sealed Azam Brothers
near Kalma Chowk and Bombay Chapati on MM Alam Road.An Igbal Town team sealed Madina
Bakers and General Store in Rana Town main bazaar and imposed fine on Prime Banquet Hall in
Nespak Society.A Data Ganj Bakhsh Town team sealed Riwaj Banquet Hall near China Chowk
whereas the PFA officials in Aziz Bhatti Town sealed Hafiz Sweets & Bakers near Harbanspura Pul.

Sindh police purchase KARACHI: (Staff Report) —In an interesting and mega corruption case, Sindh police purchased Rs 10
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million petrol for helicopter from an ordinary petrol pump based in Sukkur.According to the NAB
investigations, Sindh police purchased Rs 10 million petrol for its helicopter from an ordinary petrol
pump of Sukkur. Interestingly, they furnished these documents to the NAB.It is pertinent to mention
here that helicopters use jet fuel which is not available at ordinary pumps but Sindh police did so in
bogus papers for corruption.

LAHORE (Web Desk) :The bodies of eight Pakistanis, who drowned as their boat capsized off the
coast of Greece and ltaly, have been brought back to Pakistan, reported Geo TV.The bodies of the
eight Pakistanis — Faisal Nadeem from Kharian, Mohammad Nawaz and Mohammad Imran from
Mandi Bahauddin, Mohammad Umair Raza, Hassan Saeed, Akbar Ali and Abdul Maroof from Gujrat,
and Mohammad Imran from Jhang — were handed over their families.The unfortunate Pakistanis
were among about 250 people of different nationalities who had drowned while trying to illegally cross
into Europe.The boat was reported to have drowned on August 26 carrying about 400 migrants,
hoping to reach Italy from Libya, killing 200 migrants, 15 of whom were Pakistanis.

ISLAMABAD: The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority confirmed on Tuesday that will send a summary
to the Petroleum Ministry seeking a decrease in the price of petroleum products for October
2015.According to sources, OGRA has recommended a 10-paisa decrease in the price of petrol, and
a Rs2.00/liter decrease in the price of diesel, HOBC and Kerosene.

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Development Authority (CDA) plans to completely revamp the existing
infrastructure of the city.A CDA official said that the civic agency acting on the directives of the prime
minister planned to change the landscape of the city in the next three years.CDA Member
Environment Syed Mustafain Kazmi said on Monday that the prime minister had recently announced
a package of Rs5 billion for rehabilitation and revamping of existing infrastructure of the federal
capital.“The government has put Pakistan on a fast track to development,” he claimed.Kazmi said on
the direction of the prime minister, the landscape of Islamabad would be changed during the next
three years.While briefing on the Islamabad Highway signal-free corridor project, he said latest
technology was being used in the construction of the corridor, which was part of the expansion
project.Kazmi said traffic control centres equipped with modern technology would be established.He
said that the civic body was making all-out efforts to plant trees at alternative sites to make up for
those being cut during the execution of the highway expansion project.After completion of work on
the Islamabad Highway expansion project, linking Rawat with the motorway would be next, to
facilitate those entering the city, he shared.

HYDERABAD: A total of 21,113 people were vaccinated against hepatitis-B and around 51 camps
were set up for the purpose while blood samples of 8,840 persons were collected during September
across the province, according to the monthly report prepared by the Hepatitis Prevention and
Control Programme Sindh Chief Minister’s Initiatives.Hepatitis awareness seminars were also held on
the special directives of programme manager Dr Abdul Khalique Shaikh while the monitoring officer
supervised the camps.According to a press release, people were vaccinated against hepatitis-B in
various areas, schools and offices of Sindh including Sukkur and Pannu Aqil, Allah Bux Model School
(Pannu Agil), district jail (Shikarpur), Bahria Town (Naushahro Feroze), Goth Hashim Umrani (San-
ghar) and Syed Welfare Hospital (Tando Allahyar).

LAHORE: After a brief respite for the citizens during Eidul Azha, load shedding of up to eight hours in
urban areas and 12 hours in rural areas resumed in the provincial capital on Monday.During three
days of Eid, the Lahore Electric Supply Company had announced load shedding free electricity
supply to the domestic power consumers. The citizens enjoyed uninterrupted power supply as most
of the industrial feeders were closed due to holidays in the industry. Less consumption in the
commercial feeders also added up to the facility for the domestic consumers.However, now the
industry has switched on as per routine business and same is the case with the commercial feeders
causing gap in the demand and supply.Citizens said that that after Eid they opened their eyes in load
shedding on Monday early in the morning. They said most of the households’ air conditioners have
been turned off due to pleasant weather conditions in the city. They demanded Lahore Electric
Supply Company to control the load shedding through efficient management and improving the
system.A resident of Walton Road said that the PML-N government had made tall claims of
overcoming power crisis. However, despite a lapse of more than two years, no concrete steps have
been taken to the satisfaction of the experts to resolve the matter. Another citizen Shahzad Ahmed, a
resident of Gulberg, said the much-discussed Nandipur Power project proved a failure despite hue
and cry of Shahbaz government during five years regime of PPP leaders Asif Ali Zardari. “Sharifs
need to learn lesson, that they have won last election on energy crisis and if they remained failed to
overcome it, people would not allow them to the assemblies in next general election, as they will be
treated like PPP candidates,” Shahzad remarked.Another citizen said Muahammad Asharaf said, due
to construction on Main Boulevard and Jail Road, they have to suffer power shutdowns. They
demanded the prime minister to take action in this regard.LESCO public relations officer was not
available for comments. However, when contacted, a LESCO official said there was around 800-
1000mw shortfall in the demands and supply and to overcome this gap the company has to resume
load management in order to provide electricity to all industrial, commercial and domestic
consumers.He said, as a blessing in disguise, the weather turned pleasant on the last day of Eid and
its cool effect was still alive in the city.

ISLAMABAD: The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority has painted a dismal picture of the
performance of all power companies operating in the public and private sectors that failed not only to
meet generation, transmission and distribution standards but also sent wrong bills to consumers.In its
annual report for 2014-15, the regulator has also brought to light facts that indicate orchestrated
electricity shortfalls and loadshedding as plants were kept closed and unlicensed plants were kept in
operation.Nepra reported that its special teams visited consumers of various distribution companies
and found that time-of-use meters of 70 per cent consumers were outdated and out-timed, due to
which some consumers were billed at off-peak rates and some at peak rates.An official said that in
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some cases complaints about peak charging were not settled for more than six months to show better
recovery to meet government instructions and targets.The special teams found 11KV metering rooms
in miserable conditions with no protection system. Lines and poles were found in poor condition, one
of the reasons for an increased number of interruptions, resulting in non-achievement of reliability
standards.Moreover, the connected load of most domestic, commercial and industrial B-2 consumers
was more than sanctioned for them. But no action in the form of issuing notices or extending the load
has been taken by distribution companies. Transformers are running 80 to 100pc overloaded
because of which frequent tripping was occurring.The Nepra teams observed that during 2014-15,
generating units were not utilised according to their capacities. For example, units 1-3 of
Muzaffargarh, having 31pc cent efficiency were providing a net capacity factor of less than 49pc while
units 4 to 6, having 28 to 32pc efficiency, were extending a net capacity factor of 31 to 34pc
only.Likewise, units 5-9 with efficiency of 38pc were operating at net capacity factor of 34.7pc, while
Power Station, Faisalabad, having 24pc efficiency was operating at net capacity factor of 3pc and
6.9pc.lt was observed that Thermal Power Station, Multan Cantt, Natural Gas Power Station, Multan
and GTPS, Shahdara, have been deleted from licence of Genco-lll, but “these plants are retained
since long without any contribution to the national grid”.Nepra has sent an advisory to the ministry of
water and power, advising it that either these power plants (excluding TPS, Muzaffargarh, and
Nandipur) be declared abandoned and disposed of or other policy decision, whichever deemed
appropriate by the government, may be made.By reviewing the data regarding forced outages
submitted by Genco-lll, it was observed that the units/machines were shut down over a period of
three years which shows that operation and maintenance activities are not being carried out properly
by Genco-lll, causing sudden tripping and loss of power generation. Genco-lll needs to maintain its
substation and equipment and machinery in proper form to avoid frequent forced shutdown.As part of
monitoring activities it was noted that various units of Genco-Il have been on forced outage for more
than two years because of lack of preventive maintenance of plant and equipment. It was observed
that during June this year, only 41pc capacity of Genco-Il was being utilised.An advisory on declining
performance of Genco-ll was sent to the water and power secretary to fix responsibility about
underutilisation of Genco’s units since long and accordingly proceedings against those found
responsible may be initiated.A letter regarding minimum generation from Jinnah Hydropower Plant
was sent to the Wapda chairman to conduct an inquiry about delayed commercial operation and
repeated technical problems related to the plant.The regulator put on record that the NTDC and K-
Electric had been violating the upper and lower voltage and frequency limits under normal and
contingency conditions. This could adversely affect the system’s performance and lead to instability
and cascaded outages. It showed that no proper utilisation of operation and maintenance funds had
been carried out by the NTDC and KE to maintain and upgrade lines and grids.The standards
required reporting frequency variations going beyond five minutes, but both the NTDC and KE were
indicating measurement interval of 15 minutes.

KMC admits to failure The Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) on Monday admitted its failure to make proper
during Eid sanitation during Eidul Azha as offal were left scattered in streets and arteries.According to the
Pakistan Today, September spokesperson for the KMC, around 425,000 more sacrifices were made this year than the previous
29,2015 year, therefore all the estimates went wrong and the ditches dug for burying offal of sacrificial animals
soon filled up which caused trouble. Later, more ditches were made on an emergency basis to meet
the demand.The spokesperson said KMC Administrator Sajjad Hussain Abbasi was on his heels for
cleanliness all the Eid days.According to details, arrangements were made for disposal of 1.5 million
offal but 1.725 million sacrifices were made this year.Abbasi said the civic organisations had worked
more in fewer resources by lifting a record number of offal in the city.“Those who were found
negligent are being held accountable,” he said, adding, “The best they can do is to clean the city
immediately during a cleanliness week.”Earlier, the KMC administrator suspended the district Central
municipal commissioner and chief sanitary inspector for bad sanitation. Taking strict notice of bad
sanitation conditions in the district, he also issued a show-cause notice to the administrator of the
DMC Central.The administrator said the district central municipal administration was repeatedly
warned for slow pace of offal lifting and disposal work but the administration failed to meet the set
standards.

Petrol, diesel prices ISLAMABAD: (Web Desk) — Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) has moved summary to the
[1IC\A LN LRI ET -1 Rio] Ml ministry of petroleum for changes in the petroleum product prices from October 01, Geo TV reported
October 01 on Tuesday.Sources said, the regulatory body has recommended Rs0.10 per litre cut in the petrol
price and Rs2 per litre in diesel, HOBC and kerosene oil prices.

Daily Pakistan, September 29,
2015

Coal best option for KARACHI: Pakistan Businessmen and Intellectuals Forum (PBIF) on Sunday said importance of coal
Pakistan to meet energy cannot be undermined by the recent steps taken by US, EU and China to discourage its use on
needs environmental concerns.The fall in coal price is result of the steps taken by developed nations to
Daily Times, September 28, 2015 reduce pollution but world is not in a position to ditch coal forever.The coal downturn is temporary as

¢ ’ energy demand in Asia will grow by 31 percent in a decade which will be 300 percent higher than the
current peak Saudi production, said PBIF President and former provincial minister Mian Zahid
Hussain.He said that neighbours of Pakistan, China and India would be using half of the globally
available fuel in the next two decades in which coal would have an important role to play. Mian Zahid
Hussain said that China coal demand has reduced by six percent but India will fill the gap at New
Delhi has no plans to reduce role of coal in its energy mix.India is projected to surpass China as
number one consumer of coal in few years.He said that Pakistan should not abandon or slow coal
plans as world cannot afford the luxury of banning coal as claimed by some countries. Some global
investors have started buying coal stocks to profit as soon as the market for this fuel rebounds which
can be used to predict future. Pakistan has 175 billion tonnes of coal in Thar which is the best and
cheapest option for India to satisfy its thirst of 204 million tonnes of coal.Climate change and
environmental pollution can be contained through technology while energy policies must be business
friendly, he said.
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PM, Bill Gates discuss NEW YORK: Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif Saturday began his busy schedule of
progress on polio engagements here with a meeting with Bill Gates, focussing on matters relating to polio eradication

eradication
The Statesman , September

and education.Gates, Chairman Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, called on the Prime Minister and
discussed health projects sponsored by his foundation, said a press release issued by the Pakistan
Mission.The Prime Minister told Gates that Pakistan was making strenuous efforts to control polio
and thanked Bill and Milanda Gates Foundation for helping the country in its efforts. Gates
appreciated Pakistan’s efforts to control polio and acknowledged there have been good progress in
eradicating polio.He also appreciated Pakistan’s Army Chief General Raheel Sharif for the critical role
the army is playing in anti-polio drive in the tribal areas. - APP

28,2015
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