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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES

After a Court Order, Pakistan
Will Have to Clamp Down on

Climate Change
The Diplomat,September26,2015

Fever returns: Five cases of
dengue reported from Lower
Dir
ExpresTribune,September25,2015

Provinces asked to redouble
efforts for control of dengue
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DETAILS

A Pakistani judge, citing climate change as the most serious threat facing Pakistan, has ordered
the government to act. A Pakistani court set an important precedent this week when it ordered
the country’s government to enforce the 2012 National Climate Policy and Framework.
Basically, the court order holds the Pakistani government to the country’s climate change law.

According to recent reports, the court has ordered the government to establish a climate change
commission to oversee the process of implementation. The court order is the result of a public
interest litigation case initiated by a farmer who claimed the the Pakistani government had
neglected the implementation of its own climate policy. Ahmad Rafay Alam catalogs the detail of
the case and the implications of the court order in more detail at the Third Pole. Judge Syed
Mansoor Ali Shah, the presiding judge at the high court, said that climate change appears the
most serious threat faced by Pakistan.” He additionally summoned Pakistani government
officials to court to cite progress in the implementation of the 2012 framework.

After seeing that the Pakistani government had neglected the implementation of the framework,
the judge noted that climate change is a defining challenge of our time it is a clarion call for the
protection of the fundamental rights of the citizens of Pakistan like the right to life which includes
the right to a healthy and clean environment and right to human dignity.”The case is the first
example of judicial activism in Pakistan on the issue of climate change.

Dawn notes that the judge, in ruling on the case, invoked the principle of “climate change
justice.” Even though Pakistan accounts for under one percent of total global carbon emission, it
has considered emissions cuts for some time now. The government’'s 2012 policy, which
highlighted the government’s interest in proactively approaching the issue of climate change,
nevertheless notes that Pakistanhas very low technical and financial capacity to adapt to [the
adverse impacts of climate change].”

Essentially, the new court order identifies a major discrepancy in what Pakistan has said it
would do to address climate change and what it has actually done. It's unclear to what degree a
court-mandated commission will be able to rally the resources and bureaucratic infrastructure
necessary for implementing emissions cuts and other climate-friendly policies.

Pakistan, of course, faces a bevy of other problems that may seem more pressing, despite
Judge Ali Shah’s thoughts on climate change. Terrorism and poor national energy and water
infrastructure are just two such issues. The Pakistani judge isn’t alone in his assessment of
climate change as a major threat in the region. Recent survey data collected by Pew
Research showed that Indians also rate climate change as the top challenge for their country.

Of the Indians surveyed, 73 percent said they were “very concerned” about global climate
change. For comparison, 49 percent cited global economic instability, 45 percent cited
cyberattacks, and 41 percent cited ISIS. Additionally, the proportion of Indians who see air
pollution as a “very big problem” jumped from 52 percent in 2014 to 74 percent in 2015.

Later this year, when world leaders convene for the Paris COP21 climate conference, Pakistan
will present the extent to which it is vulnerable to the negative effects of rising global
temperatures. Pakistan faces a range of threats from climate change, including intensifying
flooding and droughts (extreme weather events), glacier recession (though some glaciers in the
Karakoram range are actually accruing snowmass), increased health risks, and coastal
degradation.

LOWER DIR: Five cases of dengue fever were reported in Lower Dir on Thursday and officials
from District Headquarters Hospital fear more people will fall prey to the disease since its
recent outbreak in nearby Swat. Another official from the hospital said four patients were
residents of Lower Dir itself while one of them had come recently from Karachi. “Their blood
samples revealed they had contracted dengue fever and since then they have been kept
isolated at the hospital,” he said.

Blame game

Representatives from a non-governmental organisation (NGO) which had assisted the
government in combating the disease in the province said the areas from where the patients
had been brought in had been thoroughly checked for sanitation.“The area had been
thoroughly fumigated,” they said. However, residents from several areas of Lower Dir said the
government had not taken any steps for dengue prevention. “We reached out to the
government for precautionary steps many times but all our requests fell on deaf ears,” they
said.

In the past

At least 13 cases of dengue fever were reported from Swat this year, however, none of them
had proved to be fatal. The figure showed a sharp decline from 2014 where according to the
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa health department’s data, 98% of around 200 people affected by
dengue fever in K-P were from Swat alone. In 2013, 9,038 out of 11,600 people affected by
the deadly virus were residents of Swat.In 2015, around 260 people from Mansehra, Kohistan,
Haripur, Battagram and Abbottabad were diagnosed with dengue fever and three out of them
also succumbed to the deadly virus.

ISLAMABAD: The federal government called on the provincial health departments to redouble
their efforts for prevention and control of dengue fever, with an emphasis on public awareness
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and vector control. The Directorate of Malaria of the Ministry of Health has been directed to
assist provinces in this context. The call was made at an emergency meeting of stakeholders
convened at the Ministry of Health to take stock of the current case load and the efforts being
made for its prevention and control, given that cases of dengue fever are on the rise across
various parts of Pakistan. The meeting, which was chaired by Director General Health Dr.
Assad Hafeez, viewed reports of dengue fever cases from different parts of the country with
concern. He informed that the minister for health will take up the issue of prevention and control
of dengue fever in the next meeting of the regional committee, seeking advice from the Global
Fund to provide technical support for dengue prevention and control alongside malaria.

MULTAN: The district administration has declared Multan as a high-risk district after sudden
outburst of dengue as 18 cases of disease were reported from different areas here on
Wednesday. District Coordination Officer Zahid Saleem Gondal said that Multan had been
declared a high risk district and the health and other concerned departments had been directed
to adopt practical measures instead of doing paper work. He said that all district departments
and towns had been issued orders to carry out a survey of entire city, clear all ponds and fill all
hatcheries of larva.

The DCO was of the opinion that the fear of growth of larva had increased due to rains and the
provincial government had issued direction for launching anti-dengue campaign on emergency
grounds. He said that the joint teams of Health Department and towns would carry out survey of
all graveyards, schools and other spots to launch fumigation drive and protect the lives of
citizens.

He revealed that a total of 550 cases had so far been reported from across the province and the
number was continuously rising which was an issue of grave concern. He further disclosed that
emergency had been declared at all hospitals and separate dengue wards had been allocated.
He warned that strict action would be taken against the departments exhibiting negligence in
dengue drive. The DCO directed the police officials to take legal action against the owner of the
property if dengue larva was found at his place.Meanwhile, the DCO said that the provincial
government has launched mega projects to bring Multan on par with Lahore. He added that
work on Metro project was underway and the citizens would find Multan a very beautiful city
after its completion. He said that green belts would be established as soon as the project was
accomplished. “This initiative will turn Multan green and dispel the impression that Multan is the
city of dust,” he added.Earlier, taking notice of the increasing number of dengue patients in the
three government-run hospitals, Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif expressed displeasure
over the performance of the local administration and health department as the number of
patients have has risen to 57.The chief minister had directed the Cabinet Committee on Anti-
Dengue to visit Rawalpindi to review the situation and take immediate steps to curb this
menace. Following the directive, the chief minister's adviser on health, Khawaja Salman
Rafique had visited the garrison city and inspected work carried out by the departments to
eliminate dengue virus. The adviser directed spraying of anti-dengue medicines in localities
from where cases had been reported.

VEHARI: DCO Nasir Jamal has ordered the officers concerned to use all available sources to
combat Congo Virus threat in the district especially during the Eid days.The DCO also
constituted a team comprising of the DHQ Hospital MS, the DHO and the DLO to adopt
precautionary measures in and around the cattle markets. The DCO asked the committee to
check animals in the markets and if any animal found suffering from fever or flue separate it
from others and inform the higher authorities.

Meanwhile, DHQ Hospital MS Dr Shahid told the media that a physician doctor had been
deputed to handle any untoward situation. DHO Dr Malhi urged the people to take preventive
measures before purchasing sacrificial animals.

Dengue fever pays a deadly visit ever year right across the country and it is expanding its range
northwards as the rise in cases in the Swat valley demonstrated in the last three years. Sindh is
the latest province to experience a spike in prevalence, with 248 cases in the last week alone,
according to the Sindh Dengue Control Programme and 244 of those were in Karachi. There
have been 1,630 cases reported since January this year and of those the vast majority were in
the metropolis — 1,585. Early in September, it was Rawalpindi that was ringing the alarm bells
with 81 cases reported by September 5. Punjab Health Secretary Jawad Rafique Malik went to
Rawalpindi to monitor the situation, with Rawal Town remaining a ‘hotspot’ exactly as it was in
2014. All this concern and activity is replicated year on year, and though it is unlikely that
dengue will ever be completely eradicated, it is possible to control it.

Control of dengue is not the public health equivalent of rocket science and the weapons of war
to fight it are low-tech and easily available. Fumigation is widely used to clear the areas, where
the mosquito that carries dengue breeds, but it is for the city, town and village administrations to
take pre-emptive measures before the dengue season kicks in — generally between September
and November. If administrations took more care to limit standing water — and there is no
shortage of festering pits and building sites across the country, quite apart from naturally
occurring water features — then the incidence of dengue could be reduced. Some
administrations have indeed been proactive in this respect, but it needs consistency and
interagency coordination — to say nothing of political will and an allocation of appropriate
funding for the logistical side of the operation. All too often the equipment to spray is unattended
and not serviced between dengue outbreaks, and money for petrol to run the vehicles is
reportedly not available sometimes. The curse of dengue is a manageable public health issue
— which can and should be managed better than it currently is.

ISLAMABAD: The Met Office and the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) have
warned that heavy rainfall is expected and may, in northern parts of the country, trigger
National z

Journalists
Forum




BE INFORMED

2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

Dawn News, September23,2015

Covered in white: Parts of K-

P get season’s first snowfall
ExpresTribune,September23,2015

More rain likely in upper

areas of country
The Nation,September23,2015

Safety first: ‘Antiseptics,
gloves necessary to ward

off Congo virus’
ExpresTribune,September23,2015

National
Journalists
Forum

¢

landslides or flash floods.The NDMA advised that the concerned authorities should undertake
the measures needed to prevent the loss of lives and damage to property in the coming days.

The Met Office, meanwhile, has said that the Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Lahore and Hazara
divisions, as well as Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), could see a heavy downpour until
Wednesday night.“Due to the intermittent rain, major roads in the Hazara division and Kashmir
could face landslides, and there is a serious risk of flooding due to melting glaciers in Chitral
and GB,” a Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) spokesperson said.The situation could
remain serious until Thursday in the upper catchments of the Indus, Jhelum and Chenab rivers,
while moderate to heavy rainfall is expected in the catchments of rivers Ravi and Sutlej.

The Met Office has said that a cloud burst over areas feeding the Chenab could result in high to
very-high riverine flooding in the Chenab and Jhelum rivers.Under these conditions local nullahs
such as the Palku, Deg, Aik, Basantar, Bein, Hassri, Jhajri, Bhimber and Bhander, may also
swell beyond their respective capacities.Moist currents from the Arabian Sea are penetrating
the northern and eastern parts of the country, and upon contact with cool winds coming from the
north, have brought precipitation.Rainfall began on Monday afternoon in parts of Sindh and
gradually moved on to Central Punjab.By midnight between Monday and Tuesday, the twin
cities saw a downpour.Significant rainfall was received in Mirpurkhas and its adjoining areas,
while showers in Mithi were 33 millimetres (mm).Met Office data recorder on Tuesday stated
that Lahore received an average of 147mm of rainfall on Monday and Tuesday, Islamabad
received 34mm, Jhang 23mm and Balakot 21mm.

PESHAWAR: The first snowfall of the season was recorded on the high peaks of Malakand,
along with rainfall in several parts of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. Sporadic intervals of rain are likely
to cause landslides in Hazara and glacial lake outburst flood in Chitral.

“Around one millimetre of rain was recorded in Peshawar whereas thunderstorms with rains
were forecast for the next 24 hours in Malakand and Hazara divisons, along with Bannu, Kohat
and Peshawar,” said an official of the meteorological department in Peshawar. “The snowfall is
seasonal and is expected to occur on peaks above 7,000 metres.” Other parts where it rained
included Shangla, Chitral, Lower Dir and Upper Dir.

Changing temperatures

Various parts of Shangla district received heavy rain whereas a few mountain tops adjacent to
Kalam in Swat received the first snowfall of winter. The rain started in the early hours of
Tuesday. In some parts of the region, rain caused traffic to come to a standstill. Although rain
was reported in most parts of Chitral district, snowfall was reported only in the mountainous
areas of Mulkoh in upper Chitral. Subsequently, a low intensity flood was reported in nullahs
around the Lowari top. However, no losses were reported.In Upper Dir and Lower Dir, rain
affected the sale of sacrificial animals. Light snowfall was also reported in areas of Upper Dir
that were adjacent to Chitral.Similarly, rain in Buner caused damage to standing crops in
Amazai and Chamla. As per the forecast by Pakistan Meteorological Department, rain is likely
to continue over the next 24 hours with heavy fall in different areas.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) on Tuesday intimated that an active
weather system has been producing rain of variable intensity over the low elevation plains and
sub-mountainous regions of Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Baltistan, Kashmir and
adjoining parts of India.

It is likely to persist for another 36 hours, yielding more rain of heavy to very heavy intensity in
the upper catchments of the rivers Indus, Jhelum and Chenab, while moderate to heavy in
catchments of river Ravi and Sutlej. Riverine flood ranging between high and very high is
expected in River Chenab and Jhelum, while local nullahs such as Palku, Deg, Aik, Basantar,
Bein, Hassri, Jhajri, Bhimber and Bhander may also swell beyond their capacity. There is
chance of cloud burst due to influence of westerly wave specially for river Chenab.

Due to intermittent rains, there is risk of landslides along major roads of Hazara Division and
Kashmir. The probability of glacial lake outburst flood is also high in vulnerable valleys of District
Chitral and Gilgit-Baltistan during the next 24 hours. The current spell is likely to subside after
24 to 36 hours. Widespread rain with isolated heavy rainfall reported from the country during
last 36 hours.

PESHAWAR: Health experts in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa recommended the use of gloves and
antiseptic sprays on sacrificial animals to keep Congo virus from traveling to humans during
Eidul Azha.They warned that since there were no apparent symptoms in infected animals, the
risk of an outbreak was greater and this could lead to the loss of human life.Hayatabad Medical
Complex Deputy Medical Superintendent Dr Waliur Rehman said sacrificial animals must be
sprayed. “Antiseptic spray is a must before the sacrifice otherwise it could spread Congo virus,”
Rehman stated. He said wearing gloves is also a must to stay safe from cuts while slaughtering
the animals.

“Sometimes infected blood can be transferred and that is the reason people should take good
care. Just a small cut can cause death,” Rehman told The Express Tribune. He added parasites
or ticks, which also transfer infected blood, can be spotted on the body but sometimes hide
under the ears or hooves of animals.University of Agriculture Animal Health department head
Professor Dr Umar Siddiq Khattak said the virus could also be transferred to humans when a
tick’s body splits open and the blood somehow mixes with that of a person.“The most
dangerous stage is if a person cuts themself while slaughtering a sacrificial animal and the tick’s
body splits at the same time,” Khattak told The Express Tribune. He stated animals should be
thoroughly checked for ticks.Contradicting Dr Rehman’s view, Khattak said antiseptics were of
little use as they do not Kkill ticks. However, he said gloves were absolutely necessary. The
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professor said ticks were found more in sheep than cattle because they have longer hair.

“Their favourite spots are the ears, front hooves and the abdominal area as these body parts
are least exposed to sunlight,” Khattak said. He added Congo transfers from an animal to a
human only through blood. However, it can be transferred from person to person just through
breathing, he continued.On August 2, the K-P health department directed the administration of
three teaching hospitals in the provincial capital to immediately create space for Congo virus
patients. At least 22 suspected cases were registered in the last seven months. Laboratory
reports confirmed ten of them tested positive and seven of those lost their battle to the iliness.

LAHORE: Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif on Tuesday ordered dysfunctional water schemes to
be rehabilitated in a month.

He was chairing a meeting convened to review progress on the Saaf Pani Project.The chief
minister said that like the Khadim-i-Punjab Rural Roads Programme, the Saaf Pani Project
would help improve the villagers’ standard of life.“Potable water is the right of every citizen. The
multi-billion Saaf Pani Project should be completed in time,” Sharif said. He said that under the
scheme, water filtration plants would be installed across the province. As many as 80 such
plants have been installed plants in Bahawalpur. He said that after the installation of these
plants, clean drinking water would be available to more than 40 million population in
villages.Sharif said several ‘Saaf Pani organisations’ had been formed to monitor the project. A
dashboard has also been established for the purpose, the chief minister said.The chief minister
favoured a third-party audit to make sure that the scheme was free of financial irregularities. “I
will personally monitor the pace of work on the project.”Earlier, the Saaf Pani Company chief
executive officer briefed those present about progress on the project. Housing Minister Tanvir
Aslam, the Saaf Pani Company chairman, the Planning and Development Board chairman and
the housing and information secretaries were also present on the occasion.

Healthcare

The chief minister chaired a meeting to review the proposed project of setting up a Blood
Disease and Bone Marrow Transplant Institute in Lahore.He said there was pressing need for
such an institute in the province. He said the facility should include a nursing centre and a
centre for research and training of staff. He told the meeting that the government had been
spending billions of rupees to ensure the provision of healthcare across the Punjab. He said
work on the Pakistan Kidney and Liver Transplant Institute and Research Centre was
ongoing.Besides health institutions, development of human resource should also be given due
importance, Sharif said.Earlier, Tahir Shamsi from the National Institute for Blood Diseases and
Bone Marrow Transplant, Karachi, briefed the meeting. Adviser to Chief Minister on Health
Khwaja Salman Rafique, King Edward Medical University Principal Faisal Masood and
Children’s Hospital Medical Director Ahsan Waheed Rathore attended the meeting.

Floods

The chief minister called for the flow of water in rivers to monitored around-the-clock following
the recent rains. He directed the Cabinet Committee on Flood Control to be prepared to deal
with potential floods. He asked ministers and secretaries to supervise safety arrangements in all
districts. He also ordered arrangements to drain rainwater in low-lying areas to be made.

SIALKOT: In River Chenab, the water level soured up to 26,212 cusecs at Head Marala near
Sialkot due to ongoing spell of rains in Sialkot region that has been put on red alert after the
fresh flood warning.Meanwhile, the district administration officials reviewed the prevailing flood
situation in Chenab, Jammu and Tavi rivers as well as seasonal Aik, Dek, Palkhu and Bhed
nullahs during meeting held at t DCO office.The meeting was told that the water level was
souring up in the rivers and Nullahs flowing in Sialkot district due to the ongoing rains in Sialkot
region and in all the catchment areas in neighbouring Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. However,
the entire flood situation was totally under control, the officers said.The district coordination
officer told the media that all the departments concerned had been put on red alert after the
fresh flood warning issued by the Flood Forecasting Division, as they were continuously
monitoring the flood situation in River Chenab at Head Marala Barrage near Sialkot here.

As per the Flood Forecasting Division, River Chenab might be in high flood at Head Marala near
Sialkot during the next couple of days here due to the ongoing heavy rains in all the catchment
areas in neighbouring Occupied Jammu and Kashmir.The DCO said that Sialkot district had
already been divided into 22 sectors to avert the recurring flood threats under a foolproof flood
protection plan, besides, establishing 33 flood relief centres in Sialkot, Daska, Sambrial and
Pasrur tehsils. He said that the special vigilance teams were monitoring the flood situation in
River Chenab round the clock.

Meanwhile, the rain made the weather pleasant as scattered and isolated rains began early in
Tuesday morning and remained continued for the whole day intermittently.All the low-lying
urban and rural areas were inundated with rainwater. It remained dark cloudy in Sialkot region
with the loud thunder of the clouds.According to Director General of Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA) Jawad Akram, due to unexpected seasonal change at the end
of monsoon, the district coordination officers across Punjab had already been directed to ensure
the regular inspection of protective bunds and spurs and monitor the floodwater situation.Sialkot
MET office officials have forecast thunderstorm and rain with heavy falls as scattered places
and very heavy falls at isolated places in Sialkot region and in all the catchment areas.

The Federal Flood Commission (FFC) reported on Tuesday that a very high flood levels are
likely during the next 36-48 hours in rivers Jhelum and Chenab.Daily report of the FFC said that
high floods were also expected in the local nullahs including tributaries of rivers Ravi and
Chenab during the same period.Currently all main rivers including Rivers Indus, Jhelum,
Chenab, Ravi and Sutlej are flowing normally.The river flows and reservoir elevations indicate
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that Tarbela and Mangla reservoirs are at elevations of 1510.88 feet and 1224.65 feet
respectively, which are 39.12 feet and 17.35 feet below their respective maximum conservation
levels of 1550.00 feet and 1242.00 feet.According to the Flood Forecasting Division, Lahore,
yesterday’s well marked Low over Gujarat (India) lies over Southern Rajasthan (India). It is
likely to move further North-Northeastwards.Yesterday’s trough of Westerly Wave over Northern
parts of the country has slightly moved Northeastwards. Yesterday’s Monsoon Low over
Western Bengal has become insignificant.

As predicted by the Flood Forecasting Division, Lahore, widespread thunderstorm/rain with
heavy falls is expected at scattered places and very heavy falls at isolated places is expected
over the upper catchments of Rivers Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi and Sutlej including Rawalpindi,
Gujranwala, Sargodha, Lahore, Faisalabad, Sahiwal, Multan, D.G. Khan and Bahawalpur
Divisions during the next 24 hours. Scattered thunderstorm/rain with isolated heavy falls may
also occur over Malakand, Hazara, Peshawar, Mardan and Kohat Division including upper
catchment of River Indus during the same period.

Significant rainfalls were reported by the Flood Forecasting Division, Lahore during the past 24
hours include: Lahore (Airport, 93 mm; Shahdara, 48 mm; Shahi Qilla, 46 mm; Misri Shah, 42
mm; Lakshmi Chowk, 40 mm; Gulberg and City, 37 mm each, Upper Mall, 33 mm; Igbal Town,
32 mm; Samanabad, 30 mm; Gulshan-e-Ravi, 26 mm; Township, 25 mm; Tajpura, 23 mm;
Mughalpura and Johar Town, 21 mm each), Kotnaina, 90 mm; Bahawalpur (Airport, 87 mm and
City, 65 mm), Bahawalnagar, 78 mm; Marala (Shampur), 56 mm; Sahiwal, 49 mm; Chhor, 45
mm; Jassar and Okara, 44 mm each, Ravi Syphon and Thatta, 41 mm each, Parachinar, 35
mm; Shorkot, 34 mm; Sialkot (Airport, 31 mm and Cantt, 29 mm), Gujranwala, 29 mm; Palku
and Kasur, 25 mm each, Faisalabad and Toba Tek Singh, 22 mm each, Jhang, 15 mm; Gujrat
and Multan, 10 mm each.

Advisor to Chief Minister Punjab on Health Khawaja Salman Rafique has directed all concerned
government departments and agencies to continue their dengue control activities during the Eid
holidays and special attention should be focused on outdoor and indoor surveillance and vector
control activities. He said, "Recent rains have increased the chances of dengue breeding and
the next two months are very important with regard to dengue. Full public participation is the
basic need for effective control on this problem."The Advisor was chairing a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Dengue at the Civil Secretariat on Tuesday. All officers and DCOs gave
briefings about the ongoing anti-dengue activities, outdoor and indoor dengue surveillance,
monitoring of graveyards, junkyards, tyre shops, construction sites and other placesDCO
Lahore Capt Mohammad Usman (retd) informed that as compare to the previous year, double
dengue larvae was being detected that year especially from the houses during surveillance;
however, due to better surveillance and steps taken by the government, dengue was well
controlled in Lahore and only eight confirmed dengue cases had so far been reported that year
in the city.

He said dengue cases had increased in Rawalpindi but because of good patient management
by doctors in public hospitals, all patients were recovering. "Doctors are taking care of these
patients in a very professional manner according to the SOPs." He warned that no negligence
would be shown in dengue surveillance during the holidays, especially in Rawalpindi, to
overcome dengue outbreak in the city. He directed special dengue surveillance be conducted in
open grounds where large gatherings of Eid prayers would take place and cleanliness of
graveyards.

RAWALPINDI: On special directions of the Punjab chief minister, Excise and Taxation
Secretary Ali Tahir visited Rawalpindi for inspection of arrangements being made by Wasa in
case of heavy rains in the current week.Additional District Collector (Rawalpindi) Muhammad
Arif Rahim and ‘Recue-1122’ In-charge Dr. Rizwan accompanied him during the visit.

Wasa Managing Director Raja Shaukat Mahmood, while briefing the secretary, said that
Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) has issued heavy rainfall warning during the current
week in Rawalpindi.To cope with the anticipated flood situation, the Wasa has cancelled leaves
of all field staff and directions are issued to them to remain alert during Eid holidays.

The managing director also briefed him on the arrangements made for monsoon season and
said that Wasa has completed dredging and desilting of Nullah Leh as well as sewerage system
in Rawalpindi in April-May 2015 well before monsoon rains. He said that heavy machinery of
Wasa, including sucker machines, jetting machines, sewer cleaning rodding machines,
dewatering sets and water bowsers, are in working condition and deployed at four flood centres
of Wasa located at Liaquat Bagh, Moti Mahal, Bagh Sardaran and Khayaban-e-Sir Syed. Six
Rapid Response Teams are made functional to handle any emergency situation during
floods.Raja Shaukat said that more than 70 per cent of floodwater is coming from Islamabad
catchment area through four major tributaries in Nullah Leh and 11 nullahs are also terminating
in Nullah Leh.Excise and Taxation Secretary Ali Tahir expressed his satisfaction over the
arrangements made by Wasa and directed the MD to remain alert during Eid holidays and all
machinery, equipment should be in working condition. He said that all possible resources
should be made available to people during flood situation. The Wasa should work in close
coordination with the City District Government, Rawalpindi, and other allied departments. In this
regard, negligence will not be tolerated.

RAWALPINDI: Managing Director Water and Sanitation Agency, Raja Shaukat Mahmood has
said the WASA is fully prepared to cope with any flood situation.He said this while briefing Ali
Tahir, the secretary excise and taxation Punjab, who visited the WASA headquarters to inspect
arrangements being made to cope with any emergency situation during heavy rains expected in
the city this week. Additional District Collector Muhammad Arif Rahim and Rescue 1122 In-
charge Dr Rizwan also accompanied the secretary during the visit, informed WASA spokesman
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Muhammad Umer yesterday.

Managing Director WASA, Raja Shaukat Mahmood told the secretary that Pakistan Metrological
Department (PMD) has issued heavy rainfall warning during the current week for Rawalpindi.He
added the vacations of all the WASA staff have been cancelled and they are directed to remain
alert on Eid-ul-Azha to cope with the anticipated flood.He also brief about the arrangements
made for monsoon season and said that WASA has completed dredging/desalting of Lai Nullah
as well as sewerage system in Rawalpindi in April-May 2015 well before monsoon rains. He
added that heavy machinery of WASA including sucker machines, jetting machines, sewer
cleaning rodding machines, dewatering sets and water boozers are in working condition and
deployed at four flood centres of WASA located at Liaquat Bagh, Moti Mahal, Bagh Sardaran
andKhyaban-e-Sir Syed.The MD said that six rapid response teams were made functional to
handle any emergency situation during floods. He also said that more than 70 percent flood
water was coming from Islamabad catchment area through four major tributaries in Lai Nullah
and 11 nullahs are also terminating in Lai Nullah from Rawal Lake. Secretary Ali Tahir showed
his satisfaction on the arrangements made byWASA and directed MD WASA to remain alert
during Eid days and all the machinery/equipment should be in working condition. He added that
all the possible resources should be made available to the people during any flood situation.The
WASA should work with close coordination with CDGR and other allied department. In this
regard any negligence would not be tolerated, he said.

CHITRAL: Flood affected people in Mozgoal village of Chitral are living in the Qaglasht area, a
plain with no basic facilities, waiting support from the government for their rehabilitation. Ghulam
Sarwar a retired junior commission officer of Chitral Scouts and others said that flood damaged
the Mozgoal village completely in the last week of July this year. As a result they were shifted to
Qaglasht plains. They said that the Qaglasht plains are their own property, but basic amenities
of life, like clean drinking water, health facilities and schools are non-existent. They said that
their children and women are suffering the worst consequences due to displacement and non-
availability of resources.

Some small girls were seen carrying drinking water from far flung areas in pitches on their head.
Rubina ofclass 6th said that she was going to school but after the destruction of their house and
village, and their school, she along with others is forced to live in the makeshift tent village. She
said that perhaps she might not be able to study and fulfill her dream of becoming a doctor.

An old woman, Rukhsana, who was cooking food in a tent kitchen said that due to leakage of
rainwater through the thin tent it was becoming very difficult for her to cook at times. She
lamented the lack of facilities in the relief camp. She said that one of the worst crisis is being
faced by the women because of lack of toilets and bathrooms in the area. She said that the
Tehsil administration is bringing water for the camp in tankers after every five days. But she said
that the water is not sufficient for the population. She said that maintaining cleanliness is almost
impossible due to lack of water.

The flood affected people of Mozgoal complained that despite of promises by Prime Minister
and Chief Minister they still have not received financial support from the authorities. They
appealed to prime minister and chief Minister KP for financial support to re-construct their
damaged houses before snowfall. They said that snowfall will start in the middle of November
and it is very difficult to live in these tents without heating, electricity and other facilities. They
said that if the government does not provide them with facilities, they might be forced to take to
the streets and protest to make themselves heard.

We are living in the era where our country is empty handed. No electricity no problem, No gas
no problem, no water no problem, no dam no problem. For our so called high class politician
they don’t have any problem with these issues because they are living a life full of luxuries so,
why should they care about us? What we had done for them, just give them our un-important
vote, just one vote!

Almighty Allah blesses us with drops of rain. In other countries these drops of rain are saved for
a rainy day/hard days in a dam or reservoir. In my country these blessings were wasted in
shape of flood, which also caused damage. This leads to poverty and for politicians it is an extra
income in the shape of flood relief fund; instead of distributing among flood victims for relief,
they relieve themselves. Quaid-e-Azam made Pakistan for Punjabi, Sindhi, Balochi, Pathan,
migrants and minority religious people but unfortunately, he made the nation by borders but not
untied by heart. When someone raises the issue of Kala Bagh dam he is sidelined. Why don’t
we think as a nation? Why do we always think of individual benefits? When will that day come
when we start to think as a nation nor as an individual.

ISLAMABAD - In the wake of rising number of dengue fever cases, the federal ministry of
health has decided to approach Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria for
assistance.

As dengue fever is also a vector-borne disease like malaria, the resource of malaria control
programme can be used for its control and Global Fund can also be engaged for financial
assistance. In view of high transmission season of dengue in the country, an emergency
meeting of stakeholders was held in Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination on the directions of the Minister for National Health Services Saira Afzal Tarar.

The meeting took stock of the situation including the current case load of dengue and efforts
being made for its prevention and control. Reports of Dengue cases from KP, Lahore and
Rawalpindi and other parts of the country were viewed with concern. Director General Health Dr
Assad Hafeez chaired the meeting.Ilt was decided that the minister will take up the issue of
dengue prevention and control in the next meeting of the regional committee of Global Fund,
seeking advice for the Global Fund to provide technical support for dengue prevention and
control alongside malaria. Addressing the meeting, the DG offered all-out support to the
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provinces in meeting the challenges. He called on provincial health departments to redouble
efforts for prevention and control of the disease focusing on public awareness and vector
control. The directorate of malaria of the ministry was directed to assist the provinces in this
context.

ISLAMABAD: The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has termed the next 12
hours as crucial as the water level in River Chenab has risen owing to “heavy to very heavy
rains” in the country.

The authority has issued alerts to all departments concerned to take the necessary and
preventive measures aimed at avoiding human and property losses.Talking to The Express
Tribune, Ahmed Kamal, an official of NDMA said different departments were alerted after
receiving a weather advisory from the Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) in this
regard.“Floods in River Chenab in the next 24-36 hours are probable, which could cause
flooding in the underlying areas,” he said.He, however, added chances of flood in River Jhelum
were low as it had a dam having a large storage capacity.Pointing out reasons behind the high
tide, Kamal said a westerly depression originated in India and a cold westerly wave had mixed
together, bringing a change in the weather situation, causing “heavy to very heavy
rains”.Meanwhile, a weather advisory issued by the PMD warned that the current weather
system was likely to continue, producing more rains with isolated heavy falls in Rawalpindi,
Gujranwala, Lahore, Hazara divisions, Gilgit- Baltistan and Kashmir during the next 24 hours.

Heavy downpours were also predicted in the catchment areas of eastern rivers of Pakistan,
generating floods in the rivers.Due to intermittent rains, there is risk of landslides along major
roads of Hazara division and Kashmir.The probability of glacial lake outburst floods (GLOF)
events is also high in vulnerable valleys of district Chitral and Gilgit-Baltistan during the next 24
hours, the advisory added.

ISLAMABAD: The residents of the federal capital are at risk of facing dengue fever outbreak as
the number of confirmed patients reaching hospitals in Islamabad is on the rise during last one
week.The data collected by 'The News' on Monday has revealed that as many as 38 patients
have been tested positive for dengue fever in Islamabad hospitals during last nine days, of
which 13 are residents of Islamabad while 25 are residents of other districts of the country.Of
the total 65 patients tested positive for the infection in Islamabad hospitals so far, 21 are from
Islamabad and 30 patients are residents of Rawalpindi while one patient belonging to village
Sohan, Islamabad's rural area, was admitted to the Holy Family Hospital in Rawalpindi.The
prevailing situation in Islamabad regarding incidence of dengue fever cannot be termed as an
outbreak as yet as sporadic cases are being reported in the federal capital so far, said Assistant
District Health Officer at ICT Health Department and In-charge District Dengue Control Cell Dr.
Muhammad Najeeb Durrani while talking to 'The News' on Monday.

He, however, said that the federal capital is at a greater risk of having dengue fever outbreak
because of greater number of confirmed patients reaching hospitals in Islamabad from other
districts of the country and particularly because of movement of patients from neighbouring
town, Rawalpindi that has already been hit by a severe dengue fever outbreak.After biting
confirmed patients of dengue fever reaching town from other districts, the local mosquitoes are
getting infected with the virus that may cause further spread of the infection among population
in the federal capital, he explained.

He said to date a total of 30 confirmed patients belonging to Rawalpindi district have been
admitted to Islamabad hospitals for treatment and four patients each from Haripur and
Mansehra while one patient each from Charsadda, Mardan, Abbottabad, Fatehjang, Kotli, Kallar
Syedan and Karachi have been tested positive at Islamabad hospitals.To a query, Dr. Durrani
said a total of nine patients from Islamabad rural while 12 from Islamabad urban have so far
been confirmed positive for dengue fever.He said a total of 19 patients have been tested
positive at Shifa International Hospital while 14 at Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences, 12 at
KRL Hospital, four at Maroof International, two each at Federal Government Polyclinic and
Capital Hospital and one each at Rawal Hospital and Nescom Hospital have been confirmed
positive for the infection.

ISLAMABAD: The federal government Monday called on the provincial health departments to
redouble their efforts for prevention and control of dengue fever, with an emphasis on public
awareness and vector control. The Directorate of Malaria of the Ministry of Health has been
directed to assist provinces in this context.The call was made at an emergency meeting of
stakeholders convened at the Ministry of Health here on Monday to take stock of the current
case load and the efforts being made for its prevention and control, given that cases of dengue
fever are on the rise across various parts of Pakistan.The meeting, which was chaired by
Director General Health Dr. Assad Hafeez, viewed reports of dengue fever cases from different
parts of the country with concern. He informed that the minister for health will take up the issue
of prevention and control of dengue fever in the next meeting of the regional committee, seeking
advice from the Global Fund to provide technical support for dengue prevention and control
alongside malaria.

KARACHI: At least 248 cases of dengue fever have been reported in the past week across
Sindh, including 244 from Karachi alone, announced Sindh Dengue Control Programme
(SDCP) on Monday.According to the weekly report, 244 cases were reported from different
areas. Two patients were brought to Hyderabad’s health facilities, one from Larkana and one
from Shaheed Benazirabad.A total of 1,630 cases have been reported since January, including
1,585 from Karachi. Three deaths have been reported, all from the provincial capital.

The SDCP, with the support of Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC), launched a 25-day
fumigation and awareness campaign across the city that ended on September 10. “The season
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has just started,” said SDCP’s provincial coordinator Dr Masood Ahmed Solangi. He said that
more cases will be reported in the coming days if citizens fail to take precautionary measures.Dr
Solangi said that the cases are mostly reported between September and November. “We are
trying our best to address the situation,” he claimed. On the other hand, sources said that the
newly established SDCP lacks funds and is facing financial issues. “It is totally dependent on
the KMC for the fumigation drive,” a health official claimed. He said that the KMC provides
vehicles, machines and even staff for the drives.

ISLAMABAD: The ministry of national health services has decided to persuade the Global
Fund to provide technical and financial support for prevention and control of dengue fever in the
country.A delegation of the ministry will also request the Global Fund to increase the aid for
Pakistan as dengue fever has become a bigger concern for the health departments as
compared to malaria.Global Fund is an international organisation formed in 2002 to fight against
AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. It is spending $30 million during each of its three-year
programmes in Pakistan.A ministry official said that in Pakistan the Global Fund had been
spending funds to eradicate malaria which has its patients in 26 districts of the country.

“Malaria and dengue fever are both vector-borne diseases and spread because of mosquitoes.
Malaria largely exists in Sindh and Blochistan and dengue fever in Punjab,” the official said. “In
Rawalpindi Malaria has been controlled but dengue fever has become a huge problem.”He said
that Global Fund did not deviate from its mandate and, therefore, did not provide funds to deal
with dengue, a major problem in Pakistan. “We have been considering persuading the Global
Fund to provide funds for dengue fever too,” he added.Director General Health Dr Asad Hafeez
told Dawn that a meeting with the Global Fund was scheduled for the second week of October
in Kuwait.“We will try to convince representatives of the organisation to increase funds for its
Pakistan programme and include dengue in it because it is much bigger issue for the country as
compared to malaria,” he said.“The current situation of dengue fever in some districts of Punjab,
particularly Rawalpindi, is worrisome so the ministry is considering diverting some of the funds
and equipment allocated for malaria to plans aimed at fighting dengue fever,” he said.“For
example, nets are required to save people from mosquitoes causing malaria and dengue so that
they can be used to curb both diseases,” he said.

MITHI: Life took a turn for the worse for inhabitants of Thar when the arid desert was enveloped
by an unforgiving drought three years ago, after which it started to consume living beings to
quench its thirst.

For Bashir Samejo — a resident of Mithi, the capital of Tharparkar district — misfortune hit
home when some 200 of his sheep died of a disease that followed the harsh drought.Livestock
and cattle farming is the sole source of income for the residents of Thar — the backward desert
district of Sindh. But for the past three years, rapidly changing climate, altering weather patterns
and droughts have snowballed and proved a fatal blow to their bread and butter.

Samejo, however, is not the only one who lost valuable livestock. The drought, which is now in
its third year, has brought suffering to almost every cattle-farmer in the district.Climate change
has been a grave concern for all countries — both developed and developing. And the fact that
its effects have now crept into Pakistan is no illusion.Spread over an area of 19,623 square
kilometres, Thar desert is home to about 1.6 million people and the number of livestock here is
estimated to be six million.Agriculture in Thar — which is ironically known as the only fertile
desert in the world — relies solely upon rain and a year without rain is a year with drought.

Killer drought

This year, however, the nominal rain could not relieve the residents of Thar from the drought
which has claimed several hundred lives there in the past three years. Thar, which is usually
covered by a green blanket of grass after every rainy season, continues to look barren.Due to
the lack of rain, there have been several outbreaks of different diseases, resulting in deaths of
scores of humans and animals.Khait Singh of Haryar village — some 35 kilometres from Thar’s
central town Mithi — spends sleepless nights over the recent death of his animals.Singh, whose
village is an example of Hindu-Muslim unity, is concerned that his cattle perished in such huge
numbers.He tells us that he owned about 300 to 400 cows, sheep, and goats until a few years
ago but nearly 80 per cent of his livestock have now died.As we sit in his autaaq, or drawing
room, Khait Singh laments in his broken Urdu that animals belonging to other residents in the
village also met a similar fate.Until a few years ago, the greenery that covered Thar after rainfall
invited a large number of tourists, but this year, despite receiving 350 millimetres of rain, the
land’s thirst has still not slaked.

Barren despite rain

Khait Singh shares that it is for the first time in five decades that Thar remains without grass and
millet despite rainfall. According to climate experts, the reason for this is rapid changes in
weather patterns; and if adequate steps are not taken urgently, this may give rise to a situation
which will be beyond control.People in Khait Singh’s village hold weather changes responsible
for the drought and the deaths of their cattle, he tells us. They, however, believe that this is due
to little rain, and are incognisant of the broader scale of climate change.“Even if there are two or
three rains per year, it will be sufficient for us,” he says.“Several households from our village
have migrated to other places, but we are from the Thakur clan and we never migrate however
bad the situation may be.”A youth in the same village, Jaga Thakur, faces a similar dilemma.
Several of his animals have died due to the drought, and he has sold others to earn his living.

How to live with climate change
Senior Manager World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Pakistan Ali Dehlvi says that in the past few

decades, weather changes have severely affected the desert ecosystem, and harsh weather is
making the already difficult lives of desert dwellers even more punishing.According to him, Thar
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has been affected the most due to changes climate patterns, resulting in umpteen deaths of
livestock and a wave of migration.“Climate change is also responsible for increased
desertification, whereas the utilising of land for agricultural purposes — which was otherwise
used to supply water to the desert — has led to a shortage of water and depletion of forests,” he
says.He stresses on the need to build small reservoirs to store rain water, installation of small
reverse-osmosis plants, solar powered pumps, and planting of drought-resistant trees in order
to cope with the harsh climate of Thar.Tanveer Arif, an official of the Society of Conservation
and Protection of Environment (SCOPE) Pakistan, also maintains that the droughts in Thar are
not mere coincidences, but a result of climate change — which would make droughts a regular
feature of the area in coming years.According to him, 70 per cent of the trees growing in Thar
are unusable as fodder for the cattle."We ought to decide whether Thar’s land is suitable for
agriculture or not, following which we need to plan accordingly,” he says.Arif asserts that
training cattle-farmers to deal with weather changes can be helpful in coping with the
situation.Thar contributes 45 per cent to the livestock needs of Karachi but if these cattle keep
dying due to droughts and diseases, Karachi will run short of sacrificial animals in the coming
years, he adds.

MULTAN: The flood threat is likely to mar the Eid celebrations of Multanites as the town has
received a high flood warning, saying over 0.5 million cusec water will pass through Multan in
River Chenab between September 23 and 26. The weather forecast by metrological
departments warned that the country was likely to receive massive rainfall during these days
while India could also release water in Pakistani rivers.Meanwhile, the district administration
also made arrangements for flood fighting as the District Coordination Officer cancelled Eid
holidays of all district departments, directing them to set up camps in riverine areas. The DCO
also issued order for deployment of rescue teams in riverine areas. Similarly, the teams of civil
defence and Rescue 1122 departments carried out flood fighting drills while health and livestock
departments finalized their arrangements for setting up camps in flooded areas. The DCO set
up a flood control room in DCO office and additional district collector was appointed as focal
person. He directed the town administration to arrange water pumps, tents and other tools used
for rescue operation so that quick action could be taken in case of flood.

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Government has released Rs470.890million for rehabilitation,
reconstruction, compensation and relief activities in the flood-affected areas of Chitral.According
to PDMA report, as many as Rs470.890million have been released by the Provincial
Government to the Deputy Commissioner Chitral for compensation to the heirs of deceased,
damaged houses, livestock mortality and other relief activities in Chitral.As per the report, out of
this amount, Rs100 million would be spent on reconstruction of 1000 damaged houses whereas
Rs.10.5 million earmarked for compensation to heirs of 35 deceased, Rs40 million for 4000
livestock mortality and Rs20million allocated for relief activities respectively.As many as
Rs160.339 would be spent on rehabilitation and relief activities, Rs143.200million handed over
to local government and rural development, Rs2.900 million cheque give to agriculture, livestock
and cooperative department and Rs.14.290million forl Health Department Chitral
respectively.The Government has released Rs140million for restoration and rehabilitation of
roads and bridges and water supply schemes. Out of this amount, Rs30 million were handed
over to the Executive Engineer Public Health Engineering Division Chitral, Rs10million to
Executive Engineer Irrigation Department and Rs100 million to Executive Engineer Civil and
Works Division Chitral. These amounts were released to the concerned authorities on different
occasion with an objective to provide relief to the people affected the July and August torrential
rain coupled with lake outburst.

BOONI: The Hygiene and Nutrition Development Society (HANDS) Pakistan distributed shelter
material among the flood affected people, said a press release issued by BLSO on Monday.

The material distribution ceremony was held at the playground of Government Degree College
Booni and was attended by Tehsil member Sardar Hakim Khan, chairman village council
Charun Sher Alam and chairman village council Reshun Shahzada Munir besides members of
the local bodies, chairman Biyar Local Support Organization (BLSO) and District Executive
Manger HANDs and a large number of villagers.Speaking on the occasion, Zulfigar Cheema,
the district coordinator HANDS, said his organization as working in 41 districts of Pakistan. He
said Mr Sher Afzal, the manager BLSO, contacted HANDS regarding the flood destruction in
Chitral to assist the affectees. Upon this, he added, HANDS high level representatives decided
to assist the flood-hit people in Chitral with the help of DFID and IMU.Mr Mohammad Raheem
Marri, the general manager social mobilization and disaster management programme HANDS
personally visited the area along with BLSO and AKRSP management.“After that we started an
assessment of the flood-affected people on the basis of which we would be providing materials
to the owners of 250 fully damaged and 250 practically damaged houses in the area. Now we
are distributing shelter material to the 250 partially damaged households.” After Eidul Azha, he
added, HANDS would support the 250 fully damaged households with shelter, blankets and
solar lights.On the occasion, Mr Sardar Hakim, Member Tehsil Council, thanked HANDS for its
assistance and hoped that it would also provide support to flood affected people of UC Laspur
and Yarkhun and will play a vital role in rehabilitating not only the damaged households but also
the community based infrastructure in the area.Village Council Chairman Mr Sher Alam and Mr
Shahzada Munir also expressed their views and thanked HANDS.

LAHORE - Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has said that institutions concerned should
remain fully alert in view of possible flood and rivers situation should also be monitored round
the clock. He issued these instructions in a video conference with the Cabinet Committee on
Flood and administrations of various districts at Civil Secretariat, here Sunday. The system of
recent rains and the possible flood situation was reviewed in detail in the meeting.He said that
protective arrangements should be completed in the districts threatened by flood and immediate
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evacuation of the population should be ensured in case of need.The chief minister directed that
all institutions should finalise arrangements to cope with any situation arising due to recent
rains. He said that there should be proper arrangements for food, medicines and fodder for
livestock in the concerned districts and the relevant institutions should work with mutual
coordination. He said that the situation caused by recent rains should be closely watched and
protective spurs and embankments should be strengthened.

Shahbaz Sharif further directed that in order to check illegal breaches, police should closely
work with the administration and take indiscriminate action against the elements involved. He
said that the Cabinet Committee on Flood should ensure immediate implementation of the
decisions to cope with the possible flood situation and warned that no laxity will be tolerated in
this regard. He said that protective arrangements should be effective and comprehensive in
every respect and boats, dewatering sets and necessary equipments should be in working
order. The chief minister further directed that advance preparation should be made with regard
to the possible flood in floodwater channels of Gujranwala Division. He said that there is a need
for effective coordination between concerned provincial and federal institutions and they should
maintain a close contact and exchange latest information in the light of which necessary
measures should be adopted. Issuing instructions for assigning responsibilities to ministers and
secretaries in the districts to be affected in case of possible flood, the chief minister said that
provincial ministers and secretaries should review protective arrangements and preparations in
the districts allocated to them. He said that timely provision of machinery and equipment should
be ensured in case of any emergent situation and the control room should function round the
clock. Secretary Irrigation gave a briefing on the water situation in rivers while DG PDMA
informed about protective arrangements and availability of necessary equipments.Director
General Meteorological Department informed about weather situation during next few days.
Provincial Ministers, Chief Secretary and concerned authorities participated in the meeting from
Civil Secretariat Lahore while Commissioners and District Coordination Officers of the
concerned districts attended from their respective areas through video link.

Meanwhile, President of a prominent Chinese company in energy sector, Yu Yong met Punjab
Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif, yesterday. Pace of progress on the solar project at Quaid-e-
Azam Solar Park Bahawalpur under CPEC was discussed in the meeting. The chief minister
said that China is a very reliable and sincere friend of Pakistan. He said that China is playing a
commendable role in the development of various sectors in the country and the people of
Pakistan highly value the cooperation and friendship of China. He said that China has proved to
be a true friend of Pakistan by helping it overcome energy crisis. He said that CPEC projects
are an invaluable gift to Pakistan by the Chinese President and the government.Shahbaz Sharif
said that people of Pakistan and their future generations will never forget the historic economic
package of China. He said that under CPEC, investment of 33 billion dollars is being made only
in energy projects. He said that a solar project of 100 megawatts with Chinese investment under
CPEC will be completed next month while several projects will be producing energy till 2017. He
said that a number of Chinese companies are working in Pakistan and Pak-China friendship has
turned into strong economic cooperation. He said that the economic package of billions of
dollars given by China to Pakistan augurs well for a bright economic future of the country. He
said that every effort will be made for the early completion of the projects under CPEC.

Shahbaz Sharif said that people of the whole region including Pakistan will benefit from CPEC
projects. He said that lakhs of new job opportunities will be created with the launching of various
projects Pakistan with the investment of China. The chief minister said that implementation of
Chinese economic package will usher in an era of progress and prosperity in the country. He
said that no compromise will be made on the standard and transparency of the projects. He
asked the Chinese company to further accelerate the work on the power plant of solar project.
President of the Chinese energy company Yu Yong said that Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has
ensured transparency, speed and a high standard in the implementation of projects which is
highly commendable. He said that people of Punjab are fully benefiting from the practical
measures and the development projects executed by the Chief Minister.

LAHORE: In view of the possibility of floods after the recent rains, Punjab Chief Minsiter
Shahbaz Sharif has directed the federal and provincial departments and institutions concerned
to remain fully alert.He has called for round-the-clock monitoring of rivers and completion of
protective arrangements in the districts threatened by flood and immediate evacuation of the
population, if need. Shahbaz issued these instructions during a videoconference with Cabinet
Committee on Flood and administrations of various districts, at Civil Secretariat. The system of
recent rains and the possible flood situation was reviewed in detail in the meeting. The chief
minister directed all institutions should finalise arrangements to cope with any situation arising
due to recent rains. He said that there should be proper arrangements for food, medicines and
fodder for livestock in the districts concerned and the relevant institutions should work in
coordination. He said the situation caused by recent rains should be closely watched and
protective spurs and embankments should be strengthened. Shahbaz Sharif directed that in
order to check illegal breaches, police should closely work with the administration and take
indiscriminate action against the elements involved. He said Cabinet Committee on Flood
should ensure immediate implementation of the decisions to cope with the possible flood
situation, and warned that no laxity will be tolerated in this regard.

The chief minister said protective arrangements should be made effective and comprehensive
in every respect, and boats, dewatering sets and necessary equipments should be in working
order. He directed advance preparation should be made with regard to the possible flood in
floodwater channels of Gujranwala Division. He said there is a need for effective coordination
between relevant provincial and federal institutions and they should maintain a close contact
and exchange latest information in the light of which necessary measures should be
adopted.Issuing instructions for assigning responsibilities to ministers and secretaries in the
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districts likely to be affected in case of a flood, the chief minister said provincial ministers and
secretaries should review protective arrangements and preparations in the districts allocated to
them. He said that timely provision of machinery and equipment should be ensured in case of
any emergent situation and the control room should function round the clock. The irrigation
secretary gave a briefing on the water situation in rivers while Provincial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) DG informed about protective arrangements and availability of necessary
equipments. The Meteorological Department director general informed the chief minister about
weather situation in the next few days. Provincial ministers, chief secretary and authorities
concerned participated in the meeting from Civil Secretariat Lahore, while commissioners and
district coordination officers of the districts concerned attended from their respective areas
through video link.

Meanwhile, the president of a prominent Chinese company in energy sector, Yu Yong, met
Shahbaz Sharif on Sunday. Pace of progress on the solar project at Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park
Bahawalpur under CPEC was discussed in the meeting. The chief minister noted that China is a
very reliable and sincere friend of Pakistan and is playing a commendable role in the
development of various sectors in the country. He said China has proved to be a true friend of
Pakistan by helping it overcome the energy crisis. “The CPEC projects are an invaluable gift to
Pakistan by the Chinese president and the government,” Shahbaz said, adding the people of
Pakistan and their future generations will never forget the historic economic package of China.

He said that under CPEC, investment of $33 billion is being made only in energy projects. A
solar project of 100 megawatts with Chinese investment under CPEC will be completed next
month, while several projects will start producing energy by 2017. He said a number of Chinese
companies are working in Pakistan and Pak-China friendship has turned into strong economic
cooperation. “The economic package of billions of dollars given by China to Pakistan augurs
well for a bright economic future of the country.”

The chief minister said every effort will be made for the early completion of the projects under
CPEC. Shahbaz Sharif said people of the whole region, including Pakistan, will benefit from
CPEC projects and hundreds of thousands of jobs will be created with the launching of various
projects Pakistan with the investment of China. He said the implementation of Chinese
economic package will usher in an era of progress and prosperity in the country and no
compromise will be made on the standard and transparency of the projects.

No phone signal in a LAHORE: Pakistani researchers have developed a portable, solar-powered mobile phone
o [ oy (= o) 1 3 Lol d e [ = | network for use in disasters like floods and earthquakes when regular communications are often
disrupted.Researchers at the Information Technology University (ITU) in Lahore, together with a
team from the University of California, have developed a prototype "Rescue Base Station"
(RBS) for Pakistan - the country’s first emergency telecoms system that would work on normal
cell phones."When the RBS is installed in a disaster-struck area, people automatically start
receiving its signals on their mobile phones. They can manually choose it and then call, send
messages and even browse (internet) data free of charge," said Umar Saif, ITU vice chancellor
and an adviser to the project.The RBS is a lightweight, compact rectangular box fitted with an
antenna, a signal amplifier and a battery, which can be carried easily and even dropped by
helicopter in hard-to-reach disaster zones. It has a solar panel to charge the battery, to keep it
working in places without electric power.An alternative communications system like this could
help save lives when disasters strike by connecting survivors with rescue workers and
government officials.The RBS has yet to be deployed on the ground, but the ITU expects it to
be used in the next six to eight months in partnership with the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) and a local telecoms company.Saif said the RBS signal can be received
within a 3 km radius, and people in the area can easily register by sending their name,
occupation, age and blood group to a special number."This helps generate an automatic
database of people in distress, and eventually helps both the rescue and relief teams and the
victims," he said.Pakistan has 116 million active cellular subscribers out of a total population of
185 million, according to official data.

INFORMATION ON DEMAND

Potential users of the RBS system can get the information they need in just a few seconds by
sending a text message to specific numbers appearing on their mobile phone.For example, if a
person needs to contact a fire brigade, they text the words "occupation: firefighters" to the
relevant number. They will then receive names and contact details for local firefighters in just a
few seconds and can call for help, Saif said.Or if someone needs access to blood supplies, they
send a message saying "blood group, B positive", for instance, and receive contact information
for people nearby with that blood group, so they can ask for a donation.Saif said RBS teams on
the ground plan to collect information about disaster-affected people in a database, and pass
this on to rescue teams, doctors and government departments that can provide
assistance."(They) can also send weather forecasts and disaster alerts to subscribers, and help
them evacuate troubled areas," said Ibrahim Ghaznavi, an ITU researcher and one of the RBS
developers.The RBS, which operates using open source software, offers all the features
provided by regular cellphone companies, he added.Ghaznavi said it costs around $6,000 to
develop an RBS, and the Pakistan prototype has been funded by a Google Faculty Research
Award.

TECH INNOVATION

The RBS team is now working with Endaga, a US-based company that connects rural
communities through small-scale independent cellular networks, and a local telecoms firm to
commercialise the project, he added.The aim of the collaboration is to help phone companies
keep their communications systems functioning in a disaster until their regular networks are
restored.Pakistan is a disaster-prone country, which needs $6 billion to $14 billion to help it
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adapt to climate change impacts, such as unusually heavy rains, droughts and melting glaciers,
through to 2050, according to a 2011 study funded by the UN climate secretariat.The
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies developed a customised
communications system called the Trilogy Emergency Response Application (TERA) in Haiti
whenit was struck by a massive earthquake in 2010.But that system could only send text
messages to its subscribers on their mobile phones, unlike the RBS which allows users to call,
send texts and even browse the web for free.Cutting-edge technologies like the RBS could help
save more lives by delivering timely advice to disaster-hit people, said Pervaiz Amir, country
director for the Pakistan Water Partnership."Local researchers should be encouraged to
develop innovative solutions to help people in distress," he said. But the RBS needs to be
tested in the field under different conditions before being deployed on a wider scale in actual
disaster zones, he added.Amir said the RBS could be useful for rescue and aid activities,
especially in remote rural areas of Pakistan where natural disasters regularly disrupt poor
communications systems.

Most people may have already forgotten that Chitral was hit by severe floods this summer.
About two and a half years before the floods, the UNDP funded a project to protect a number of
villages in the Bindugole area from future flooding. Under the project, a Disaster Risk
Management Committee (DRMC) was created to run the project efficiently and to save lives and
protect the land of the people of the village. This year, when floods stuck Bindugole in upper
Chitral from July 2 to July 4, the infrastructural project built in the area collapsed and the villages
were severely flooded. Those affected by the floods in Chitral have now asked for an
independent audit of the money spent under the said project, which failed to protect their lives
and lands. They have also demanded an audit of the money spent on reconstructing the
damaged infrastructure and rehabilitation of the population. The villagers have complained that
the money has been spent towards building Eid-gahs, model schools and recreational facilities
instead of prioritising the rebuilding of houses and flood relief infrastructure, including the
construction of a protection wall on both sides of the area.Shelters had already been budgeted
for the people of the area in case a flood occurred but people were forced to take refuge in the
nearby mosque. The demand for the audit and dissolution of the existing DRMC is a reflection
of the complexities of flood protection and relief work in Pakistan. Pakistan has suffered a
number of natural and man-made calamities over the last decade. Relief work in each of these
has been marred by allegations and rumours of corruption, misplaced priorities and
substandard construction of the required infrastructure. After these calamities a number of
national and international NGOs enter the space to take up the task of providing relief to
affected populations. However, each comes with its own agenda, which often has nothing to do
with the needs and wishes of those they are claiming to help. Corruption in relief work is one
part of the problem. The more serious issues in the planning and implementation of relief work
are conceptual. Often the relief delivered is not the relief required. Chitral seems to be another
such case.

LAHORE - Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) Director General Jawad Akram
on Monday said that due to seasonal change, heavy rains are expected in next few days.

Presiding over a meeting here, he said that orders have been issued to administration of all the
districts to remain alert to cope with any emergent situation. He said that due to better planning
and coordinated strategy, the natural calamities like flood can be coped effectively, adding
holidays of government departments throughout the province have been cancelled.Jawad said
that DCOs have been directed to regularly inspect protective bunds and spurs and monitor the
water situation and added that flood control rooms in all the districts have been activated and
linked to master control room set up at PDMA. He said that instructions have been issued for
immediate and speedy arrangements for disposal of water in cities in view of possible rains.

KARACHI: Doctors advised people who visit the cattle market to buy sacrificial animals to
carefully remove ticks if found on their clothes instead of crushing them in order to avoid
chances of being infected by the Crimean Congo Haemorrhagic Fever. According to Dr Wajiha
Kazi, anyone who has been around cattle must not ignore the presence of ticks and should
necessarily remove them before killing them on a smooth surface. The senior doctor said that
crushing of a tick carrying the Congo virus can infect hands if not immediately and adequately
washed and, hence, carries a high chance to transmit the fatal virus through nostrils, mouth and
eye.

The Flood Control Authority on Sunday issued flood warning in Chenab River and directed the
residents of 30 villages around the river in Gujranwala region to relocate to safer
areas.According to the officials, rains are expected in central Punjab districts, including
Gujranwala, Gujrat, Mandi Bahauddin, Hafizabad and Narowal from September 21 to 24 due to
which the water level in Chenab may rise up to 300,000 cusecs.

On the other hand, Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) Punjab says that all the
rivers and streams are flowing as per routine but flood can be expected after rains.

MINGORA: Another case of dengue fever has surfaced in Swat on Saturday, bringing the total
number of cases from the district to 11 this year. An official of Saidu Teaching Hospital (STH)
told The Express Tribunethat a patient was shifted to a facility in critical condition. “He has been
identified as Pardesh,” he said. “He was admitted to the dengue ward and was later shifted to
the ICU.”The case has been reported from Rajaabad on the outskirts of Mingora.According to
the official, around 10 dengue patients, including two women, have been sent home from STH
after being successfully treated.“A large number of cases emerged from areas such as
Rajaabad this year,” he said. “Over the past few years, only a small number of cases were
reported from this region. However, the area has not been declared dengue-free.”The official
said the virus has spread to areas where it was not prevalent in the past. “Dengue has shifted
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from sensitive areas to places which were relatively dengue-free in the past,” he said. “This is
an alarming sign.”He urged the district government to take immediate action.

“The district government had imposed Section 144 against the accumulation of freshwater in
previous years to prevent the virus from spreading,” he said.Furthermore, the official pressed
the relevant authorities to initiate an awareness campaign.“People need to take all the
necessary precautions against the virus.” He said. “It is an alarming sign when the number of
patients suffering from dengue increases beyond a dozen.”

Dr Fahad Saeed says Environmental experts have termed rapid increase of greenhouse gases (Chlorofluorocarbons)
capital's environment was as a major cause of rising temperature in the federal capital.

under rapid changes since Climatic and environmental experts told APP that Pakistan is among top ten most vulnerable
last many decades. countries to climatic changes where weather patterns were making major environment impacts
Radio Pakistan, September20,2015 and the situation might further deteriorate in the coming years.Former Pakistan Environmental
Protection Agency Director General Asif Shuja said due to massive tree cutting and rapid
urbanization temperature in the capital city has started to regularly cross 44 degrees in summer.

It is because of new construction and uprooting of trees, he said suggesting that there was a
need to take satellite images of Islamabad to gauge the most heat emitting areas. Once the
major heat emitting areas are detected it will help take preventive measures to control rising
temperatures of the city.Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) Environmentalist Dr
Fahad Saeed said capital's environment was under rapid changes since last many decades.He
said loss of agricultural revenue and additional costs for managing water resources and disease
and other health risks was subjected to economic activity.Another SDPI expert Kashif Salik said
Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) are greenhouse gases. They were largely responsible for
damaging the ozone layer which is directly responsible for climatic variations. Massive
deforestation is also another main cause of rising temperature in the capital city.The effect of
climate change on regional and national economies was projected to be largely effected, he
said.
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DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: Director General (DG) International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Yukiya Amano
praised Pakistan’s impressive nuclear security record spanning over four decades of nuclear
power plant operation. In a meeting with Pakistani Foreign Secretary Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry in
New York on the sidelines of the 70th United Nations General Assembly, Amano said the IAEA
stood ready to help Pakistan and other countries achieve Sustainable Development
GoalsSustainable Development Goals. The DG IAEA said the organisation had an important role
to play in the implementation of the Post-2015 Development Agenda. He appreciated the excellent
cooperation between Pakistan and the IAEA, adding that IAEA’s Technical Cooperation
Programme with Pakistan was one of its largest in the world. The DG IAEA praised Pakistan’s
impressive nuclear security record over more than four decades of operating nuclear power plants
and expressed satisfaction at the implementation of IAEA safeguards measures by Pakistan

Thanking Amano for the mutually beneficial cooperation Pakistan enjoyed with IAEA as one its
founding members since 1957, the Aizaz said that Pakistan deeply valued the role played by IAEA
in the development of peaceful uses of nuclear technology. He added that Pakistan attached the
highest priority to nuclear safety and security as a national responsibility and that all of Pakistan’s
nuclear power plants and research reactors were under IAEA safeguards, adding that Pakistan
was fully meeting its obligations in this regard. Established in 1957, the IAEA works to promote the
safe, secure and peaceful use of nuclear technologies. Pakistan actively participates in the policy
discussions and activities of the IAEA and has maintained a regular presence on its Board of
Governors.

QUETTA: Security forces claim to have arrested 10 suspected militants affiliated with a banned
militant organisation in Balochistan's Gwadar district on Friday. Frontier Corps (FC) spokesman
Khan Wasey said FC and intelligence agencies' personnel conducted a raid in Gwadar and
arrested 10 suspected militants. The suspected militants were involved in target killing, extortion
and bomb blasts in the area, Wasey said. Senior security officials are interrogating the suspects.
Security forces have intensified search operations in Gwadar district after a militant attack on
Jiwani airport, near the Pak-Iran coastal border in the district on August 30. Militants had opened
fire at the airport, killing electronics superintendent Khalilullah. They also kidnapped, and later
killed electronics engineer Mehmudullah Niazi. Earlier in September, security forces claimed to
have arrested eight 'militants’ allegedly involved in the attack.

WEB DESK: Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif reiterated on Friday Pakistan’s resolve to
defeating all internal and external perpetrators of terrorism. “With the entire nation standing behind
the Armed forces in the fight against terror, Pakistan is bound to defeat all internal and external
perpetrators of terrorism,” Director General Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) Asim Bajwa
quoted the army chief as saying in a tweet.“We must focus on the whole nation’s response to deny
opportunities to prevent any organised activities by the enemies of the state,” he added. On Friday,
General Raheel was present in Khyber Agency where he offered prayers marking the occasion of
Eidul Azha. “COAS in Khyber Agency, offered prayers, exchanged greetings. Commended soldiers
for being in the line of duty on Eid. He was briefed about operations,” Bajwa tweeted.

Further, General Raheel, according to Bajwa “emphasised the need to work at all levels, on
preventing terrorists from establishing bases across border and infiltrating into Pakistan.”The
statements come a day after General Raheel said that continuous ceasefire violations by India
along the Line of Control (LoC) and the Working Boundary could not distract Pakistan from its war
on terror, warning that the military could handle two different wars. General Raheel visited forward
locations along the LoC on Thursday where he met with troops deployed on heights overlooking
the Kashmir valley.

RAWALPINDI: The biometric registration of more than 41,600 Afghan nationals has been
completed in Punjab under the National Action Programme (NAP). According to police sources,
the biometric registration of Afghans staying in Pakistan legally began on January 8. The Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) has already introduced a biometric machine and new passport reading
facility at Benazir Bhutto International Airport after 10 Afghan nationals slipped through the airport
for the United Kingdom on fraud documents last year. Under the biometric system, fingerprints are
obtained to verify the person’s identity. Security officials believed that after the registration through
the biometric system, it would be easier to trace illegal Afghans or those overstaying in the country.
They said the biometric registration of Afghans would help the law enforcement agencies check
illegal immigrants as in some cases they entered Pakistan with valid travel documents but later
violated the law by overstaying. Security sources said more than 40 slums still existed in
Islamabad even after the recent operation to clear the I-11 katchi abadi. None of the Afghan
refugees evicted from the sector returned to their home country, said the sources, adding most of
them resettled in different parts of Rawalpindi and Islamabad.

WEB DESK: Army chief General Raheel Sharif said on Thursday continuous ceasefire violations
at Line of Control (LoC) and Working Boundary by Indian forces are an unsuccessful attempt to
distract Pakistan from its fight against terrorism. The army chief during a visit to the forward
locations on LoC on Thursday said Pakistan “Pakistan Army is a battle hardened army which has
successfully handled two different kinds of war and is capable of defending every inch of the
motherland,” the army chief said during a visit to the forward locations on LoC, according to Inter
Services Public Relations. While expressing solidarity with civilians affected by the cross border
firing and shelling, the army chief paid rich tributes to their resilience and sacrifices while braving
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Indian aggression. “The army will provide all necessary assistance to civilians affected by
unprovoked Indian firing along LoC,” the army chief was quoted as saying. During his visit to the
forward positions on the LoC, General Raheel met soldiers and officers and extended Eid
greetings in advance. General Raheel appreciated the morale, professionalism and valiance of
soldiers while defending the motherland and giving a befitting response to Indian unprovoked
firing. Ceasefire violations are taking place even after the directors general of the Pakistan
Rangers and the Indian Border Security Force agreed to restore the ceasefire along the working
boundary.

PESHAWAR: Gunmen shot dead on Thursday a prison official and his brother in Charsadda,
police said. Zahir Shah, the deputy superintendent of Peshawar prison, where hundreds of
militants have been locked up, was shot at home at Hari Chand village, some 60 kilometres
northeast of Peshawar, when he was meeting friends and relatives as part of Eidul Azha. Local
residents said that four gunmen came on motorcycle and two went inside the premises posing as
visitors to exchange Eid greetings with Shah and when they were sitting in a compound adjacent to
his house, they opened fire on him. Shah’s brother who was nearby and rushed to the scene with a
gun was shot dead by two assailants standing outside, they said. “Unknown gunmen shot dead
Zahir Shah and his brother and fled on motorcycles,” local police station chief Hassan Khan told
AFP. District police chief Shafi Ullah confirmed the incident. Nobody immediately claimed
responsibility but Taliban militants have targeted police, politicians and government officials in the
past.

Last Friday up to 14 Taliban militants entered an air force base outside Peshawar and killed 29
people, in the deadliest attack in Pakistan since December when Taliban killed 154 people, most of
them children, at an army-run school in Peshawar. Friday’s attack was also the deadliest attack on
a Pakistani military facility since the Pakistani Taliban rose up against the state in 2007. The tribal
badlands that lie just a short drive from Peshawar have been the scene of a major military
offensive against Taliban and other militants over the past year. The army launched the Operation
Zarb-e-Azb in June 2014 in a bid to wipe out militant bases in North Waziristan tribal area. The
army intensified its offensive after the Peshawar school attack and since then there has been
something of a lull in violence. The last major attack in the city came in February when three
heavily armed Taliban militants stormed a Shia mosque, killing 21 people.

QUETTA: Police and other security forces here claimed to have arrested over 40 suspected
Afghan nationals during a search operation in an area around the PAF’s Khalid Airbase. Police
said on Tuesday night that the Afghan nationals were living in the area illegally. “They were
handed over to the authorities concerned for investigation,” they said. The action was part of a
crackdown on militants and criminal elements following the terrorist attack on Pakistan Air Force’s
Badaber camp in Peshawar in which 29 military personnel and civilians lost their lives. On the night
of Aug 14 last year, 12 terrorists attacked the PAF’s Samungli and Khalid airbases, but the army,
police, Frontier Corps and PAF repulsed the attack. All the attackers were killed.

WEB DESK: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has said Pakistan will continue playing its due role with
responsibility for peace and stability in the region. While speaking to media person in London on
Tuesday, Nawaz said Pakistan and Afghanistan were committed to jointly fight the menace of
terrorism, Radio Pakistan reported. The government has introduced several changes to the foreign
policy, which are paying its dividends, he added. Earlier during the day, Nawaz departed for the
United States to attend the 70th Session of United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). He will
address the UNGA on September 30, besides addressing the plenary meeting of General
Assembly for adoption of the post-2015 Development Agenda. On the sidelines of the UNGA, PM
Nawaz will attend a global leaders’ meeting on gender equality and women empowerment
organised by China and UN women. However, no meeting between PM Nawaz and his Indian
counterpart Narendra Modi has been scheduled as yet and no request has been received from the
other side either.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and the United Kingdom agreed on Tuesday to enhance intelligence-
based cooperation to fight terrorist groups, such as al Qaeda and other militant groups. A new
mechanism is being developed by both sides whereby, intelligence based cooperation will be
enhanced to fight terrorism by improving the capacity of their institutions dealing with national and
international security. The development took place after a meeting between British Minister at the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office Tobias Martin Ellwood and Interior Minister Chaudhary Nisar
Ali Khan. “The British government pledged that London would continue to cooperate with Pakistan
in its fight against militancy,” read an official statement issued by the Interior Ministry. Ellwood, who
is dealing with counter-terrorism and international security affairs in the UK, was accompanied
by British High Commissioner to Pakistan, Philip Barton; both whom shared updates and progress
on the Imran Farooq murder case.

Further, Pakistan informed British officials that its government was in contact with Afghan officials
to trace the main accused in the case. The National Action Plan (NAP) also came under discussion
during the meeting between the two sides, where the officials were briefed on the progress of the
NAP and its implementation in certain parts of the country. “Interior minister also called upon
international community to find a solution on how to eradicate terrorism rather than assuming the
Muslim brotherhood a source of terror,” the official statement said. Both sides also discussed
issues pertaining to the Baloch seeking asylum and speeches made by Muttahida Qaumi
Movement Chief Altaf Hussain, it was revealed. Earlier this year, Britain pledged its support to
Pakistan for its fight against militancy, saying that it was standing ‘shoulder-to-shoulder’ with
Pakistan in the fight against terrorism.

LONDON: Taliban attacks have cost the economy as much as $5 billion a year in lost investment,
the finance secretary said on Monday, adding that Islamabad is keeping its options open for
another IMF programme. “Our people have suffered terribly over the last 10-15 years and we have
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lost out enormously in terms of economic opportunities and output because of terrorism,” Waqar
Masood said in an interview in London. “We have seen in the past foreign (investment) inflows of
$5-7 billion but today we are not even having (investment of) $2 billion,” he said, noting that
security costs and damage to the economy had to be added to that. The military is currently in the
middle of a three-year long $1.9 billion drive against militants, primarily in the mountainous tribal
region of North Waziristan and in the port city of Karachi. Karachi, which is also the financial hub of
the country, has seemed safer than in recent years. Masood added that “exporters who met with
prime minister Nawaz Sharif recently said their customers are now coming (to Pakistan)” again. A
near 60 per cent drop in global oil prices, has helped. To complement that, the State Bank cut the
interest rates to its lowest level in years all the while an IMF programme institutes other key fiscal
measures. GDP growth is expected to clock in around 5.5 per cent for the current fiscal year.
Foreign exchange reserves are expected to top $20 billion by October.

IMF programmes

Pakistan is hoping to raise at least $500 million by selling its debt later this week. “We are not
fixated on the size, we can definitely do more and we are open with regards to the tenor too,”
Masood said. “Last time we raised $2 billion. “And we will do a sukuk (sharia-compliant bond) in ...
maybe the April to June quarter,” he added, also likely to be worth $500 million.

KARACHI: The Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) Sindh claimed on Monday of arresting a
person allegedly working for the Indian spy agency, Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) from
Karachi. According to Express News, the CTD arrested Nadeem Ahmed alias ‘Uncle’ from the
office of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board in the city. Ahmed allegedly received militant training
from India, and later imparted the ‘skills’ to the like-minded in Karachi. The CTD, as part of the
ongoing Karachi operation has recently increased targeted raids in the city. A suspected al Qaeda-
linked terrorist allegedly blew himself up to avoid arrest during a raid in the Malir neighbourhood on
Sunday. At least two alleged ‘al Qaeda operatives’ were also arrested from the metropolis last
week.

WEB DESK: Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif approved on Monday death sentences for
nine “hardcore” terrorists involved various attacks, including the killing of law enforcement agency
personnel in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and sectarian killings in Mastung. The terrorists were also
involved in attacks on a mosque in Noshera and on Major General Sanaullah and Colonel
Tauseef, Director-General of the Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) Major General Asim Bajwa
tweeted. One terrorist was given life imprisonment, he added. On September 2, five ‘hardcore
terrorists were awarded death sentence by the military courts, according to an ISPR statement.
They were involved in the killing of an advocate in Lahore, sectarian killings in Quetta, targeting of
police officials in Gadap, Karachi, breaking of Bannu jail, attack on a girls school in Khyber Agency
and attack on a polio team in Khyber Agency, the ISPR had said. Similarly, the army chief
confirmed death sentences for seven terrorists on August 13. They included those involved in the
massacre at the Army Public School in Peshawar in December last year.

KARACHI: The Sindh government has received details about 62 ‘banned sectarian organisations’
from the federal authorities, bank accounts of the 13 of those groups have been frozen and offices
of just nine of them have been sealed, it emerged on Sunday. Officials in the home ministry
mentioned in a report sent to the CM office that the Ministry of Interior (Mol) had sent some finer
points of the organisations to the province for further action. The points were conveyed to the
Sindh Police and Pakistan Rangers, Sindh. They stated that the Mol had also sent category-wise
sketchy details of the banned groups, which had never become dormant despite having been
slapped with repeated bans. A hefty 43 such organisations fall in the ‘A’ category, 12 in ‘B’
category and seven others in ‘C’ category. Referring to the report, the officials said 17
organisations among the 43 had been categorised in the ‘anti-state terrorism (armed and anti-
state)’. However, the bank accounts of just one of them have been frozen.

Sindh receives details about 62 outlawed groups from the ministry of interior

Some 13 more organisations in the top category have been called ‘violent sectarian (armed).
Seven of those organisations have got their offices sealed while the accounts of the two of them
have been frozen. The remaining 13 groups in the same category are specified as ‘Baloch
Insurgent (armed)’, of which three have got their accounts frozen with no mention of any of them
having offices. Some 12 groups have been specified in the category ‘B’ with the mention ‘not very
active’. Office of one of those groups has been sealed while the bank accounts of three such
organisations have been frozen. The last seven groups have been specified as ‘financier/
supporters’. Office of one of those organisations has been sealed while bank accounts of four
groups have been frozen. Officials said 13 of all the 62 groups identified by the Mol were common
in the list of the United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR).

However, they added, there were 24 more such organisations related to Pakistan in the UNSCR
list, which were not banned by the Mol. “These banned organisations have been identified and
whatever details we have received about them from Islamabad have been conveyed to the Sindh
Police and the Rangers for further action,” said a senior official in the home ministry. Besides, he
added, the Mol was requested for more information about the groups to ensure that befitting action
could be taken against them. “Such organisations are not to be allowed [to hold] public gatherings
or meetings. Action is being planned against such outlawed outfits which have re-emerged with
new names or titles,” he stated.

Re-emergence

Meanwhile, officials said, the intelligence agencies informed the home ministry about the re-
emergence of 13 banned groups in Sindh. They said five such groups — most in a district in Sindh
— had re-emerged in Mirpurkhas alone. Besides, three each are documented to have resurfaced
in Hyderabad and Korangi and two in Karachi West.
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Glorification

The officials said the media body of the provincial apex committee, which oversees and executes
operations vis-a-vis the law and order situation in Sindh, was active to stop glorification of the
banned outfits activities in the media. They said the information secretary held five meetings with
journalists and management of print and electronic media. He would convene a meeting with the
media owners to ‘play their due role in society’.

National
Journalists
Forum

z ©2015 www.alhasan.com 4.9
v




21 (<. CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

PUBLIC SERVICES

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

Economic crisis can
only be eliminated

through cooperation: PM

Sharif
The News, September 27, 2015

Woman dies of dengue,
no. of patients reaches

450
Dunya News, September 26,
2015

400 in hospitals due to
over-eating on Eid ul-

Azha
Dunya News, September 26,
2015

International media
claims 236 Pakistanis

dead in Hajj stampede
The Nation,September25,2015

4. ¥ 02015 www.alhasan.com
v

NEWYORK: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif addressed the South-South Cooperation round-table
conference in New York where he stressed, that the economic crisis can only be eliminated through
mutual cooperation. He added that the Pak-China Economic Corridor (CPEC) will not only benefit
Pakistan and China but the entire region.The round-table conference was chaired by the United
Nations Secretary General Ban Ki Moon and the Chinese President Xi Jin Ping. During his address
Nawaz Sharif said, the South-South Cooperation conference provides a platform to lay the
foundations of progress and prosperity, adding that it is cooperation between like-minded nations and
Pakistan extends every support to the forum. The Pakistani prime minister praised the vision of
President Xi Jin Ping and stressed that the CPEC is a beacon of the South-South Cooperation and
through the CPEC not only China and Pakistan but the entire region will benefit.

RAWALPINDI: (Dunya News) — 60-year-old woman named Tasleem Bibi on Saturday died of
Dengue virus in Holy Family Hospital. It is the first death of this virus in Rawalpindi this year while the
total number of patients has risen in the city to 450, reported Dunya News.According to hospital
officials, Tasleem Bibi, who had been admitted to Isolation Ward of the hospital few days back due to
Dengue virus, died today. 450 people have been diagnosed with Dengue virus this year in
Rawalpindi and they are being treated at various hospitals.

MULTAN: (Dunya News) — 400 people have reached hospitals during the 2 days of Eid ul-Azha in
Multan due to eating excessive quantities of meat, reported Dunya News.Multan residents ate to the
limits on Eid ul-Azha and those who crossed those limits had to go to hospitals. Many of them
reached Nishtar Hospital. According to Nishtar Hospital administration, large number of gastro
patients has visited the hospital during the two days of Eid. Doctors have asked the citizens to eat the
meat but in limits.

Reverberations from the hajj disaster that killed at least 717 pilgrims in Mecca were felt across the
Middle East and beyond as Iran blamed its rival Saudi Arabiafor fatally mis-managing the most
important event in the Muslim calendar.

Pilgrims from Indonesia, Kenya, Pakistan, Senegal and Mali were reported to be among the dead and
an estimated 850 who were injured during the symbolic stoning of the devil at Mina on Thursday. It
was the worst tragedy during the hajj in 25 years and the second deadly accident affecting Mecca this
month, after acrane collapse in the holy city killed more than 100.The incident immediately fuelled
tensions between the powerhouse of the Sunni world, Saudi Arabia, and Iran, where thousands of
Shia worshippers emerged from Friday prayers in Tehran carrying black banners and chanting anti-
Saudi slogans as questions grew about Saudi competence and organisation.King Salman of Saudi
Arabia quickly ordered an urgent safety review into the causes of the crush, to be chaired by the
crown prince, Mohammed bin Nayef. After pressure from other Muslim countries, Salman admitted
there was a need to improve the level of organisation and management of movement of pilgrims.

The death tolls given by foreign officials and international media so far are: Pakistan, 236; Iran, 131;
Morocco, 87; India, 14; Egypt, 14; Somalia, 8; Senegal, 5; Tanzania, 4; Turkey, 4; Algeria, 3; Kenya,
3; Indonesia, 3; Burundi, 1; and Netherlands, 1. Iran’s national hajj organisation said 60 Iranian
nationals were also injured.lran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, blamed the Saudi
government for the disaster. He said: “The Saudi government should accept its responsibility in this
bitter incident. We should not overlook that mismanagement and inappropriate conducts caused this
disaster.”

Iran’s president, Hassan Rouhani, said in New York that the hajj disaster may have happened
because the Saudis had transferred experienced troops to Yemen, where the conservative kingdom
is fighting Houthi rebels who are supported by the Islamic Republic.The Indonesian president, Joko
Widodo, who leads the world’s most populous Muslim nation, said: “There must be improvements in
the management of the hajj so that this incident is not repeated.”

There was criticism of statements by some Saudi government ministers. The emir of Kano, Sanusi
Lamido Sanusi, head of the Nigerian delegation in Mecca, saidSaudi Arabia was wrong to blame the
pilgrims. “We are urging the Saudi authorities not to apportion blame for not obeying instructions, they
should instead look into the issues of this disaster,” he told BBC Radio 4’'s World at One
programme.lran’s attack on Saudi Arabia was met by angry responses on Arab social media. A UAE
cartoonist depicted an Ayatollah Khamenei figure stabbing King Salman in the back. And Saudi
Twitter users set up an Arabic hashtag complaining of an Iranian “conspiracy to light the fuse of
sectarianism”.Another hashtag -“Iran kills pilgrims” was used to accuse Iranian “gangs” of deliberately
ignoring safety instructions and shouting Shia slogans.Saudi officials denied reports that the
stampede was linked to the arrival in Mina of Prince Mohammad bin Salman Al Saud, the Saudi
defence minister, and his security entourage.

The reports were first published by theArabic-language daily al-Diyar - a paper supportive of
president Bashar al-Assad of Syria, a bitter enemy of Saudi Arabia. It said the stampede occurred
when the one-way traffic directions were reversed to allow the prince’s convoy and 350 personnel to
get through so he could see his father, the king.A statement from the Saudi ambassador to London,
Prince Mohammed bin Nawaf Al Saud, strongly denied the allegations, saying: “This is a malicious
claim and completely untrue. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s senior dignitaries’ vehicles do not travel
through this area.” His statement blamed “Iranian state controlled channels” for starting the
rumours.But Mohammed Jafari, an adviser to Haj and Umrah Travel, the first hajj tour operator in the
UK, claimed the alleged road closures were a contributory factor to the crush.Speaking on BBC
Radio 4’s Today programme, he said: “The Saudis say after every disaster ‘it is God’s will'. It is not
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God’s will — it is man’s incompetence. Talking to pilgrims on the ground yesterday, the main reason
for this accident was that the king, in his palace in Mina, was receiving dignitaries and for this reason
they closed two entrances to where the stoning happened these were the two roads where people
were not able to proceed.”

Mohammad Jafari, an adviser to the UK’s oldest hajj travel company, criticised the Mecca authorities
on Friday.“It is the fault of the Saudi government because any time a prince comes along, they close
the roads, they don’t think about the disaster waiting to happen.”A Pakistani couple told a relative
they saw no sign of a VIP presence; they noticed pilgrims, their heads uncovered, collapsing due to
the heat as Saudi boy scouts and security sprayed them with cold water.The Saudi health minister,
Khalid al-Falih, claimed the pilgrims had been undisciplined. He told local television: “The accident,
as most know, was a stampede caused by overcrowding, and also caused by some of the pilgrims
not following the movement instructions of the security and hajj ministry.”Military spokesman Maj Gen
Mansour al-Turki said high temperatures and exhaustion may have contributed to the disaster, and
that there was no indication the authorities were to blame. “Unfortunately, these incidents happen in a
moment,” he told Associated Press.Prince Khaled al-Faisal, the head of Saudi Arabia’s central hajj
committee, and the son of the former king, was criticised on social media after reportedly blaming the
fatal crush on “some pilgrims with African nationalities”. Jafari accused the Saudi government of
making racist statements by suggesting that the stampede was caused by African pilgrims.

An interior ministry spokesman said the investigation would look into what caused an unusual mass
of pilgrims to congregate at the location of the disaster. He told a press conference in Mina: “The
reason for that is not known yet."Bruce Riedel, a US expert on Saudi Arabia, said the hajj deaths
would affect the complex internal politics of the Saudi royal family, following recent reports of unusual
internal dissent since King Salman came to the throne in January.

(04, [eNeT-T-1 Mo ITE -1/ (/-Hll KARACHI: CNG Green Bus Service started in 2014 from Pakistan Steel township Gulshan-e-
another story of poor Hadeed to Mere-weather Tower via Shahra-i-Faisal and |.I.Chundrigar Road needs immediate
governance, corruption administrative action for the reme.dy Qf a large number of the commuters vyho are frustrated and

N angry over un-checked gross violations of the rules and very bad attitude of these buses
of Sindh Govt operators.The fleet of 35 CNG Green buses Imported From China is being managed and operated by
LUCHNETEAST o g N LBl n-trained and non-educated traditional conductors and drivers ; with no apparent government
checks and authority over them. They are engaged by a businessman who was awarded the contract
by Sindh Government within next few days of launch of these glorious and comfortable bus
service.This service was supposed to transport daily a large population of commuters attached to this
route especially from distant Bin Qasim town to and from the main city areas, told the passengers
who do travel for their jobs and education.Now, it has turned into a mess because of poor
governance and alleged kick-backs to the concerned authorities of Sindh Government.Against Rs 10
and Rs 20 fare approved by the government, the passengers are forced to pay Rs 30 and Rs 40 for
travelling to the main city areas from Gulsahan-e-Hadeed and other areas of Bin Qasim Town.The
fare lists have never been displayed so far. The Green buses do not maintain timings and the
designated stops. These buses also do not complete the route on one pretext or another like most
other transporters do ; causing unnecessary delays and embarrassment, said the commuters of this
route.They pointed out that the situation has been deteriorating day by day. For last few days, some
conductors did not bother to give tickets. When asked for tickets, instead they started using bad
language and threatening the commuters.All this led to scuffles and exchange of hot words between
the passengers and these un-bridled conductors supported by their drivers with a powerful
transporter on their back.They have also started loading male passengers in the ladies' compartment
and the females who were feeling safe and comfortable while travelling in the CNG Green buses are
embarrassed and harassed once again. About this shocking episode, they narrated that after getting
the contract allegedly without open bidding, the contractor fixed the fares of own choice. After few
months, he opted to handover these CNG Green buses imported by Sindh Government from China
to the drivers and conductors under his own formula that they would pay him Rs 2500 for each trip
besides bearing fuel expenses and earning their wages. All this incited the drivers and conductors to
find ways and means to multiply their earnings and resorted to gross violations of the rules and
ethics.

As evidence, the people mentioned, another CNG Bus Service inaugurated by Sindh Chief Minister
Syed Qaim Ali Shah recently do charge Rs 20 fare from one terminal to another -- Surjani Town and
Mere-weather Tower. " We have no option but to pay whatever conductors demand for travelling to
the city for our jobs and education," the passengers of Gulshan-e-Hadeed to Tower route regretted
adding that the service is as poor as other local buses charging much less fare.The launch of this bus
service was very warmly welcome by a large number of commuters of this very busy route, especially
by those who travel daily to the city.Simultaneously, many people from the main city shuttling to
Export Processing Zone , Landhi Industrial area , Pakistan Machine Tools Factory (PMTF) , National
University of Science and Technology (NUST), Port Qasim and affiliated industries, Pakistan Steel
Mills and Razzaqabad Police Training Centre took this service as a relief for them.During the very
initial days, on receiving information and confirming it from more than a dozen conductors and drivers
that these CNG buses were handed over to a private businessman, a Reporter contacted the
Secretary, Regional Transport Authority, Sindh who very boldly denied the deal.When an opinion was
sought from the personnel deputed by the transporter at the CNG Green buses terminal at Gulshan-
e-Hadeed , they declined to comment on charging higher fares.Another negative development is , the
conductors of the Muslim Coach buses , operating on the same route , have started demanding Rs
30 from a passenger travelling to the main city areas arguing " what is good with CNG Green buses,
you pay up to Rs 40 for ."The people also feared that after minting money , the transporter would
abandon the CNG Green buses when these would need repair and overhauling, or on any reaction
from the commuters for all the above violations and excesses.The people demanded that Sindh
Government should take over the CNG Green bus service catering for a large population especially
on the outskirts of the city, and ensure a cheap and quality transport facility operated by educated
drivers and conductors. This would also provide jobs to hundreds of people in an organized and
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secure way.

Arrangements in place ISLAMABAD: Although Eidul Azha is a celebratory occasion for most, the arrival of Eid is a matter
to treat food poisoning of some concern for the management and staff at the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (Pims)

patients
Daily Dawn, September 25, 2015

due to the increase in food poisoning patients.This year, the hospital’s management has completed
its arrangements for food poisoning patients. Staff members have been told to be present at the
hospital, and an additional supply of medication has been provided to the emergency
department.Typically, many of those who celebrate Eid tend to overeat on the occasion. Some may
even ingest undercooked meat. Many end up at hospitals complaining of food poisoning and blood
pressure issues.Media coordinator and Pims gastroenterologist Dr. Waseem Khawaja told Dawn
that arrangements to treat such patients have been made in the emergency department, keeping in
mind past experience.“Staff have been strictly instructed to ensure their attendance, and in case of
further requirements, doctors and paramedics can be called in from their homes. Moreover, an
additional supply of life-saving drugs, antibiotics and fluids has been provided to the emergency
department,” Khawaja said.“During the Eid-ul-Azha holidays, almost 90 per cent of patients come to
the hospital because of food poisoning and other stomach problems, and the number of patients
increases with each passing day because citizens don’t stop eating meat,” he said.

“Those people who do not eat red meat because of blood pressure, start eating red meat on Eid
because they get it for free. People also have problems with the cholesterol level from eating the
meat of over-age animals.”"Khawaja said that a person should not eat more than 70 grams of meat a
day, as more than that can cause problems with blood pressure and cholesterol.“Unfortunately, on
Eid people start eating meat without adding vegetables. [They] even stop eating bread. They eat
barbeque, which causes constipation and other stomach problems,” he added.Khawaja suggested
that meat should be accompanied by yoghurt and fruit.“Some people use animal fat as oil, which is
unhygienic. Vegetable oil should be used for cooking. People should avoid eating all the dishes
made of meat; an excess of anything is injurious to health,” he said.He said that people should also
ensure that barbeque meat is fully cooked, as half-cooked meat takes longer to digest. He has also
advised people to walk more, and to mix meat with vegetables to avoid food poisoning.“Food
poisoning and [gastro problems] can be treated by replacing the water lost by the body. Oral
hydration is the finest way to regain the level of water in patients, especially children,” he said.“The
best [way to prevent] food poisoning is to eat properly cooked food and properly store cooked food.
Hands should be washed before eating anything, and after using the bathroom,” he added.

1)\ VAT ELI (] sl g Lol [[s[-M  TAXILA: The Tehsil Municipal Administration (TMA) has finalised arrangements for the lifting,
centres for waste dumping and disposal of offal and other sacrificial animal waste in Taxila on the eve of Eid-ul-
removal Azha._A meeting to review_ and finalise_ t_hese arrangemen_ts was chaired by assistant commissioner
Daily Dawn, September 25, 2015 Shahid Imran. It was decided that officials from the sanitation department would work around the

¢ ’ clock, in three shifts, and that the holidays of staff members would be cancelled.Three facilities
each at Taxila Chowk, Jamelabad and Railway Road, will be established in collaboration with the
Solid Waste Management Company, and that hotlines (hotline numbers: 931 4302, 931 4305) will
be set up with the TMA in order to note and address public complaints.The assistant commissioner
directed officials from the sanitation department to ensure cleanliness in the city on an emergency
basis during Eid, to avoid odor and other problems. He also called on residents, and asked them
not to throw sacrificial animal waste in the forest, and to instead leave it in front of their homes so
that sanitation workers may easily remove and dispose of the waste.

People facing severe ISLAMABAD: Bus stand were seeing over crowded since last Friday and getting momentum with
transport problems at every passing day as people have started leaving to celebrate Eidul Azha at their home towns with
bus stops dear and near ones.Public transporters taking full advantage of situation and continuously charging
The Statesman, September 24 extra fares from the passengers v_vho are striving hard to get seat at the earliest.E\_/gry year
2015 ¢ ’ transporters charge extra fares on Eid vacations from passengers as the concerned authorities have
turned a blind eye towards the issue adding miseries to the general public.Besides long route vans
and buses, local transporters also charge extra from the residents who want to visit their relatives in
different parts of city or plan to go to public parts or other recreational places to celebrate the
event.On the other hand people complained of the higher rates saying that they are already over
burdened with extra expenditure on Eid and these transporters high demand is not justified.Talking to
APP Wednesday, Faisal Chaudhary an employee of a private company said, "We do not get any
extra money on Eid from our offices but these transporters charge extra fares to earn more
money".He said everywhere around the world special discount packages are announced on festivals
but unfortunately here businessmen charge extra prices of clothes, shoes etc. and the common man
especially salaried class has to bear all these expenses in their meager income".On Eid these
transport fares bound people to stay at homes rather than having fun with other relatives, friends or
enjoying family moments at recreational spots, he further said.Another traveller Haji Lugman said
transporters are charging extra fares as they knew that people are compelled to meet their demand
and openly claim it an Eidi for their services.He said authorities should take proper steps to stop this
black mailing of “transport mafia' who are taking advantage of people grievances and putting an extra
burden on their pockets.Mumtaz Ahmad a van driver sharing his views said, "I send my all family
members to hometown and spending Eid here alone just to provide transport to local residents of the
city". He further said, "I convinced my family that | will bring new clothes for all of them and spend lot
of time with them after Eid", adding, "it will only possible if | raise only Rs. 10 to 20 from each
passenger which is not a big amount for them but collectively | get a handsome amount". - APP

SHC orders STA to HYDERABAD: The Sindh High Court has ordered the Sindh Transport Authority (STA) to submit
submit reply in petition rgply in a petition accusing the Authority of unlavvfyl cragkdovyp on 4-stroke CNG rickshas in Sanghar
on CNG rickshaws district.Deen Muhammad, Roshan Ali and othe_rs in the|r petition glleged‘ that the SHp's earlle_r order
The Statesman, September 24 about the ban pertained to the three-wheeler Qingqi riskshaws which mainly operate in Karachi. They
2015 ¢ ’ claimed that their vehicles were 4-stroke CNG rickshaws which were allowed under the law to be
used as means of public transport.The petitioners further alleged that the staff of the RTA Sanghar
was extracting bribes from the rickshaw drivers and in some cases also impounding their
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vehicles.They prayed the court to order RTA to allow that mode of transport to operate without any
hindrance.The Hyderabad Circuit Bench ordered the Secretary STA, Commissioner Shaheed
Benazirabad division, Deputy Commissioner Sanghar and other respondents to submit reply at the
next date of hearing which would be scheduled in the office of the SHC's Additional Registrar. — APP

PESHAWAR: Minister for Transport Malik Shah Muhammad Khan Wednesday presiding over a
meeting on traffic problems in provincial metropolis finalized a comprehensive plan to control traffic
mess in the city.The meeting attended by Secretary Transport KP Zubain Qureshi, Director Transport
Manzoor Ahmed, Secretary RTA Naimatullah, Secretary Provincial Transport Authority Hamid and
Deputy Director Transport Salman Khan.It was informed that alternate routes have been identified
and prepared for public transport to reduce traffic load on various important roads of the city, a press
release issued here said adding that the Chief Minister KP would also be briefed about the mass
transit. Under the plan international companies would be invited to give their plan for provision of
international standard transport services to Peshawarits. Speaking on the occasion KP Minister for
transport emphasized upon the participants that following the directives of CM initiate the new bus
services in the city at the earliest. The meeting also discussed new routes and special stops on these
routes for the public and illegal bus terminals at various places in the city. The advisor to CM directed
the transport authorities to take immediate action against all illegal bus terminals and do not allow
any operation to them until they fulfill all the legal requirements. — APP

LAHORE: Lahore High Court (LHC) has summoned record of funds dedicated for education of
children of 16 years or less age on October 2.Judicial Activism Panel Chairman Azhar Siddique filed
a plea in Justice Sajid Mehmood Sethi’s court. The plea states that the provincial government is
bound to provide free-of-cost education to children until they are 16 years of age under Article 25-
A.The plea criticizes the Punjab government stating that non-implementation on the rules is the
reason behind unaffordable fees of private schools.The LHC has ordered secretary schools to
present record of the funds on October 2 while directing authorities to provide details of private
schools’ dues and audited accounts.

RAWALPINDI: Punjab Secretary Excise and Taxation Ali Tahir visited Rawalpindi on Tuesday on the
Punjab chief minister’s directives, to inspect arrangements being made by the Water and Sanitation
Agency (Wasa) for the heavy rainfall anticipated this week.Wasa Managing Director (MD) Raja
Shaukat Mehmood told Mr Tahir that the Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) has issued a
‘heavy rainfall’ warning for this week in Rawalpindi.In order to cope with the anticipated flooding, the
agency had cancelled its field staff's leave and issued directives calling on employees to remain alert
during Eidul Azha holidays.Mehmood also spoke about the arrangements made for the monsoon
season, and said that Wasa completed the dredging and desilting of the Leh Nullah and Rawalpindi’s
sewerage system in April/May 2015.He said that machines, including jetting machines, sewer-
cleaning rodding machines, de-watering sets and water boozers, are in working condition and have
been deployed at four Wasa flood centres in Liaquat Bagh, Moti Mahal, Bagh Sardaran and
Khayaban-i-Sir Syed.Six rapid response teams have also been constituted to manage any
emergency situations during floods.Mehmood said more than 70 per cent of the flood water is coming
from the Islamabad catchment area through four major tributaries in Leh Nullah and that 11 other
nullahs from Rawal city terminate there.Mr Tahir advised Wasa to coordinate with the City District
Government Rawalpindi (CDGR) and other departments.

ISLAMABAD: Six food outlets were sealed on Monday for serving substandard and unhygienic
food.CDA spokesperson Ramzan Sajid said the authority’s health services directorate sealed six
outlets. He said Lahore Restaurant, Chaat Palace and Lahori Samosa Pakora at Peshawar Mor were
sealed, as were Irum Restaurant in G-9 and Bari Bari Restaurant and Ravi Restaurant at Aabpara. In
addition to substandard food, the premises’ sanitary conditions and the employees’ health status
were not up to the mark. The CDA has lodged FIRs against the outlets’ owners. CDA director health
Dr Hassan Urooj told Dawn that the ongoing operations would continue.“We have been conducting
raids continuously to discourage food outlets from operating in unhygienic conditions and providing
substandard food,” Urooj said.Meanwhile, Islamabad district administration also conducted several
raids in F-7 sector.According to Additional Deputy Commissioner Abdul Sattar Isani, the raiding team
sealed Zefra Restaurant for not ensuring food quality and maintaining cleanliness. He further said the
kitchen of Café Lazeez and store of Pizza Hut were also sealed.

ISLAMABAD: In its ongoing campaign against quackery and unhygienic hospitals, a team of the
capital administration on Monday sealed 11 clinics and medical stores and arrested six quacks.A
nine-member ‘Food Quality Control Committee’, headed by the additional deputy commissioner,
Abdul Sattar Isani, is empowered to conduct raids, seal clinics, impose fine and give accused arrest
orders.An official of the capital administration requesting anonymity said that on Monday the team
consisting of assistant commissioners Syed Jawad Mustafa, Capt Shoaib and assistant director Civil
Defence Nisar Hunjrah, and led by Mr Isani, sealed the clinics in Zone V which were hygienically in a
pathetic condition. Besides, a fine of Rs50,000 was imposed on them (clinics).“Moreover registration
certificates of doctors were also checked and arrested six quacks,” he said.

RAWALPINDI: District Officer Livestock Rawalpindi Dr. Muhammad Yaqoob said that livestock
department is giving permission to those traders who have healthy and strong sacrificial animals.He
said that unhealthy and sick sacrificial animals are not allowed in cattle markets to avoid
diseases.The sale of unhealthy sacrificial animals has been restricted strictly, he said talking to
APP.This decision has been taken on the directives of Secretary Livestock Punjab Naseem
Sadiq.The district officer said that 21 teams have been deployed at various points set by the district
government for the sale of sacrificial animals besides mobile teams are also available in cattle
markets and performing their duties regularly.He dispelled the impression that no official is available
in cattle markets to guide the citizens regarding the illness of the sacrificial animals.He said 6
Veterinary doctors and 16 veterinary assistant have been assigned who are examining the sacrificial
animals physically while 4 mobile vans along with the staff are checking the sacrificial animals
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minutely.He said we have all the hospital facilities with doctors, staff and medicine who are providing
free of cost services for the citizens in cattle markets.He said citizens can complaint on 08000-9211
and 051-9292187 to check their sacrificial animals or to get information about the age and fitness of
their sacrificial animals. - APP

MINGORA: Deputy Commissioner, Swat, Syed Mehmood Aslam Wazir has suspended five polio
workers found guilty of charge of inefficiency, poor performance during the anti-polio drive in the
district.According to an official announcement issued here, five government polio workers were
suspended as they failed to run the anti-polio campaign in their respective areas as per SOPs.The
DC himself was supervising the polio campaign and paid surprise visit to different polio health units of
the district and inspected the record and performance of the campaign. During inspection he found
that 5 polio workers were not performing duties as per their assignments, consequently he ordered
their immediate suspension from the service, the announcement added.The DC said whosoever
found inefficient, absent from duty or not working as per SOPs would be removed from the job. He
also made it clear that no negligence would be tolerated in polio eradication campaign and workers
should ensure vaccination to every child below 5 years of age. - APP

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Businessmen and Intellectuals Forum (PBIF) on Monday expressed serious
concern over looming deadline by Qatar to finalise LNG deal up to Sept 30th after which the supply
arrangement will stand cancelled.The cancellation of long term deal would be a great blow to
Pakistan as it will inflict losses of billions, said PBIF President and former provincial minister Mian
Zahid Hussain. He said Pakistan took 18 months in constructing LNG terminal and it hasn’t resolved
related issues in the last seven months which include insistence of Qatar’s state-run company
QatarGas on tripartite agreement between PSO, SSGC and SNGPL, Gas Sales Agreement between
SNGPL and IPPs, proper payment mechanism in the form of standby letter of credit. He said
cancellation of arrangement will leave Pakistan with only spot purchase option which will be
expensive and will not go down well with Ogra, PPRA and other institutions.Moreover, he said the
financial health of PSO is enough to scare away suppliers as recently Swiss supplier Gunvor
withdrew from spot deal.If failed, he said, government will have to pay $ 272000 per day to terminal
operators which will swell to over Rs 10 billion in one year while dozens of planned LNG-based
power plants, fertiliser sector, and Punjab’s LNG industry will suffer.It will also pave way to increased
oil import bill, enhanced load shedding, gas crisis and unemployment, he added.He said oil mafia
continues to hurt LNG project while IPPs are not ready to pay more than Rs 488 per mmbtu while
SNGPL cannot supply RLNG below Rs 1300 per mmbtu.He said it is also amazing that a gas
company is not ready to support the deal, one MD has resigned while his successor has also refused
to sign the three party agreement.So far, government has been unable to handle the LNG terminal
therefore it should reconsider constructing the second one, he added. - PPI

PESHAWAR: Pakistani researchers have developed a portable, solar-powered mobile phone
network for use in disasters like floods and earthquakes when regular communications are often
disrupted.Researchers at the Information Technology University (ITU) in Lahore, together with a team
from the University of California, have developed a prototype "Rescue Base Station" (RBS) for
Pakistan - the country's first emergency telecoms system that would work on normal cell
phones."When the RBS is installed in a disaster-struck area, people automatically start receiving its
signals on their mobile phones. They can manually choose it and then call, send messages and even
browse (internet) data free of charge," said Umar Saif, ITU vice chancellor and an adviser to the
project.The RBS is a lightweight, compact rectangular box fitted with an antenna, a signal amplifier
and a battery, which can be carried easily and even dropped by helicopter in hard-to-reach disaster
zones.lt has a solar panel to charge the battery, to keep it working in places without electric power.An
alternative communications system like this could help save lives when disasters strike by connecting
survivors with rescue workers and government officials.The RBS has yet to be deployed on the
ground, but the ITU expects it to be used in the next six to eight months in partnership with the
National Disaster Management Authority and a local telecoms company.Saif said the RBS signal can
be received within a three km radius, and people in the area can easily register by sending their
name, occupation, age and blood group to a special number."This helps generate an automatic
database of people in distress, and eventually helps both the rescue and relief teams and the
victims," he said.Pakistan has 116 million active cellular subscribers out of a total population of 185
million, according to official data.

Information on demand:Potential users of the RBS system can get the information they need in just a
few seconds by sending a text message to specific numbers appearing on their mobile phone.For
example, if a person needs to contact a fire brigade, they text the words "occupation: firefighters" to
the relevant number.They will then receive names and contact details for local firefighters in just a
few seconds and can call for help, Saif said.Or if someone needs access to blood supplies, they send
a message saying "blood group, B positive", for instance, and receive contact information for people
nearby with that blood group, so they can ask for a donation.Saif said RBS teams on the ground plan
to collect information about disaster-affected people in a database, and pass this on to rescue teams,
doctors and government departments that can provide assistance."(They) can also send weather
forecasts and disaster alerts to subscribers, and help them evacuate troubled areas," said Ibrahim
Ghaznavi, an ITU researcher and one of the RBS developers.The RBS, which operates using open
source software, offers all the features provided by regular cellphone companies, he added.

Ghaznavi said it costs around $6,000 to develop an RBS, and the Pakistan prototype has been
funded by a Google Faculty Research Award.The RBS team is now working with Endaga, a US-
based company that connects rural communities through small-scale independent cellular networks,
and a local telecoms firm to commercialise the project, he added.The aim of the collaboration is to
help phone companies keep their communications systems functioning in a disaster until their regular
networks are restored.Pakistan is a disaster-prone country, which needs $6 billion to $14 billion to
help it adapt to climate change impacts, such as unusually heavy rains, droughts and melting
glaciers, through to 2050, according to a 2011 study funded by the UN climate secretariat.The
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International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies developed a customised
communications system called the Trilogy Emergency Response Application (TERA) in Haiti when it
was struck by a massive earthquake in 2010.But that system could only send text messages to its
subscribers on their mobile phones, unlike the RBS which allows users to call, send texts and even
browse the web for free.Cutting-edge technologies like the RBS could help save more lives by
delivering timely advice to disaster-hit people, said Pervaiz Amir, country director for the Pakistan
Water Partnership."Local researchers should be encouraged to develop innovative solutions to help
people in distress," he said.But the RBS needs to be tested in the field under different conditions
before being deployed on a wider scale in actual disaster zones, he added.Amir said the RBS could
be useful for rescue and aid activities, especially in remote rural areas of Pakistan where natural
disasters regularly disrupt poor communications systems. - Reuters

Woman found injured SAHIWAL: A woman was found injured near Gunbad-i-Sughra Mosque in Bilal Colony around noon
dies at hospital on Sunday.Witnesses said the 60-year-old woman was bleeding and shifted to the DHQ Hospital by
D AR Il Rescue 1122 where she died after an hour.Locals believe the woman was also hit and killed by the
mysterious gang that was attacking women in different parts of the city for the last two weeks. So far,
the gang had stabbed and injured around 10 women moving unaccompanied. Only one of them
reported the matter to Farid Town police.Rescue sources said there was no blade injury on the
woman, identified as Kursheed Bibi, and that she was bleeding from behind.City Deputy
Superintendent of Police Ziaul Hag and other police high-ups denied the woman was killed and gave
various versions to the media and public. He claimed it was a road accident and had nothing to do
with the stabbers.City Superintendent of Police (Investigation) Riffat Bokhari while talking to Dawn
from DHQ Hospital said the hospital’s medical superintendent (MS), forensic experts and a team of
doctors had conducted the postmortem. She claimed the woman had not been struck by the gang of
stabbers. Khursheed’s blood pressure had shot from 110 to 190 and she fell on the road. Later, she
died due to high blood pressure, she added.Riffat as well as the MS said initial investigation showed
no knife or hammer wound on the woman. She said police have tracked some and continued to track
all such reported and unreported cases in Chichawatni and Sahiwal City. No woman had been killed
in any of the cases and only injured with sharp metal, she added.She further said witnesses claimed
Khursheed had been hit by a motorcyclist. Police and Rescue 1122 sources were probing this
aspect.Meanwhile, no one from Khursheed'’s family had filed a complaint with police.

AGP finds Rs980bn ISLAMABAD: The auditor general of Pakistan (AGP) has found embezzlement, misappropriation
irregularities in power and irregularities of around Rs980 billion in the accounts of Water and Power Development Authority

sector
Daily Dawn, September 21, 2015

(Wapda) and other power companies working under the Ministry of Water and Power in the audit
year 2013-14 and has asked the president to order investigations into specific cases.The amount is
equal to nearly one-fourth of the Rs4 trillion federal budget for fiscal year 2015-16 and can explain
why the government has to inject huge subsidies out of taxpayers’ money every year to clear the
circular debt that keep emerging again and again. Over the past five years, the federal government is
estimated to have injected more than Rs2 trillion into the power sector, besides increasing consumer
tariff by about 200 per cent.On top of that, the AGP has also made observations over Rs4.2 trillion in
an unsettled audit backlog from the past few years.The audit pertained to Rs414 billion of
expenditure and Rs898 billion of revenue for fiscal year 2012-13.In its report to the president of
Pakistan — as mandated under Article 171 of the Constitution — the AGP has put together seven
broad categories of findings from an audit of the accounts of Wapda, four generation companies
(Gencos), 10 distribution companies (Discos) and the National Transmission and Despatch Company
(NTDC).Wapda’s Directorate General of Audit — a specialised wing empowered to look after power
sector accounts — said it had ignored the instances of misappropriation, fraud and other irregularities
amounting to less than Rs1 million. In FY2012-13, the directorate said, an audit found 184 cases of
irregular expenditures or unjustified payments and rule violations amounting to Rs368.65
billion.Another 88 cases, worth Rs572.63 billion, pertained to non-recoveries and overpayments; 18
cases to accidents and negligence that cost around Rs19.5 billion; Rs5.8 billion was linked to cases
where there were weaknesses in internal control systems; and transactions of around Rs11.8 billion
were called into question over non-production of record. Another nine cases, worth around Rs350
million, were related to embezzlement of public money through theft and misuse of funds.However, at
the instance of audit, only Rs31.9 billion could be recovered and the AGP pointed out that it was
beyond their capacity to carry out a “100 per cent” audit of these entities.But the AGP pointed out that
the internal control mechanisms in Wapda and its corporate entities did carry out complete audits,
which also included consumer service offices, and also carried out physical examinations.The AGP
said that the recurrence of frequent irregularities “cast a shadow of doubt on the effectiveness of this
internal control system”. The internal controls, it said, were deteriorating gradually as there had been
an increase in cases of unauthorised extension of load, non-implementation of equipment removal
orders, theft of material and electricity and violation of procurement rules as well as the Nepra
Act.The audit revealed that power distribution companies could not collect Rs401 billion from various
defaulters in FY2012-13, while the procurement of material and consultancy services, provision of
PC-1s and contracts involved the violation of procurement rules

“There was poor monitoring of revenue collection, embezzlement of funds, misappropriation and theft
of material, misuse of public funds, incorrect billing, non-implementation of commercial procedure
and non-adherence to provisions of power policy,” the AGP said.Highlighting some of the major
irregularities, the AGP said Rs139.3 billion worth of energy charges could not be recovered from
consumers because the standard operating procedures (SOPs) for removal of meters, equipment
and connections of defaulting consumers were not implemented in the case of 734,465 consumers
across all categories. Simply put, even though meters of defaulting consumers were removed, they
continued to get electricity.Another Rs247 billion was not recovered from dead defaulters (both in
government and private sector) and efforts were not made to accelerate recovery from defaulters.
“Owing to increasing trend of receivables, Pepco was facing financial difficulties in discharging its
obligations towards power sector companies and independent power producers.”lt said that
distribution companies also suffered Rs36 billion losses on account of abnormal line losses beyond
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Nepra’s targets, while another Rs31 billion was not recovered from 555,149 running defaulters. It said
around Rs12 billion was lost due to inefficient power production at Guddu Power Station.The audit
also pointed out Rs74 billion losses due to abnormal delay in the initiation of a major combined cycle
power plant at Chichoki Malyan, including Rs16 billion due to cost overruns and Rs51 billion due to
the blockage of generation revenue. It said that another Rs43 billion had been lost in 2012-13 alone
over delays in the Nandipur project. Another Rs15 billion was also not recovered from IPPs and
contractors on account of liquidity damages.The auditors recommended that the government pursue
Wapda to complete hydropower projects under their given timelines and that the Ministry of Water
and Power should improve internal controls within all allied companies to stop illegal extension of
load and theft of material and electricity and improve matters relating to investigations, fixing of
responsibility and transparency.

PESHAWAR: Allama Igbal Open University (AIOU) has announced fee waiver for the children of all
those who sacrificed their life during the Zarb-e-Azb operation against terrorists.This is in recognition
of heroic sacrifices rendered by the officers and Jawans of armed forces for the national cause, said
AIOU Vice chancellor Prof. Dr Shahid Siddiqui while addressing national songs competition held here
at the AIOU main campus in connection with Defence Day of Pakistan.An ammount of Rs Eight
million has been allocated for this purpose. This fee concession will also be available to the children
of IDPs, for which separate financial allocation has been made.While paying rich homage to Shuhada
of 1965, 1971, wars and Zarb-e-Azb operation, Dr. Siddiqui said they deserved high respect since
they sacrificed their today for our tomorrow.The song competition, arranged by the University's
Rawalpindi region and Directorate of Students advisory services was presided over by Muhammad
Maroof, brother of late Lance Naik Muhammad Mahfuz recipient of Nishan-e-Haider.Pakistan army's
officers Sajjad Ahmed, Tariq and Tanzeelur Rehman specially attended the function, who were given
standing ovation by the participants as a mark of respect for the armed forces. Later, the Vice
Chancellor awarded shields and cash prizes to the winners of song competition. First position was
secured by Wasim Bashir and Zaheer Abbas, students of AIOU's Rawalpindi/lslamabad campus,
second position Nagman Farooq of Mirpur campus and third position went to Syeda Samina of G-
10/4 Model College of Women. - APP
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