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NEWS HEADLINES

Hazards convert into
disasters ‘due to poor

governance’
The News,September19,2015

Chief minister’s aircraft
has close call with

disaster
Daily Times,September19,2015

‘Lack of preparedness
blamed for dengue

outbreak’
Dawn News, September19,2015
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DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: Participants of a focus group discussion on ‘Governance and Disasters’ were
almost unanimous that all disasters are man-made as bad-governance, ill-planning, corruption and
incompetence turn hazards into disasters.

The discussion was organised by the Pattan Development Organisation at the office of Free and
Fair Election Network here on the 5th and 10th anniversaries of massive flood and earthquake
respectively.Speaking on the occasion, Sarwar Bari, national coordinator of Pattan, said that
hazards convert into disasters due to poor governance. He opined that the 2010 floods were man-
made as 600,000 cusecs of water was released into Indus River from Tarbela when Kabul River
already had 400,000 cusecs flowing into it, making the total formidable 10,000 cusecs. He said that
according to a Pattan’s study, there were 6 floods instead of one. He said that similarly, in 2014,
water was released from Mangla Dam in River Jhelum when Chenab was already in high flood.He
said that his organisation is working on earthquake also but in three affected provinces only. He
said that his analysis, expected to be released on October 5, the anniversary of the tremor, is
qualitative as well as quantitative.He regretted that the district disaster management authority does
not exist anywhere in Pakistan. He said that the percentage of vulnerable houses in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa is 80, in Punjab 31, Sindh 50 and at national level it is 40%. He lamented that the
amount of losses was staggering Rs70 billion. He said that in 1950s, there were 5 major floods, but
strangely, no flood was reported in 1960s. He said that the number of floods doubled in the
eighties, whereas some decline was witnessed in 1990s and the following decade.Bari said that
19,000 villages were affected in 2010 by floods. In 2011, the number of villages doubled. He said
that according to a study, 60% collapsed houses were private losses whereas government losses
were around 43%. He said that ‘katcha’ areas became ‘pucca’ and population increased, hence the
losses also increased.

In the discussion, the majority of participants observed that more destruction of government
buildings in the earthquake-affected cities like Muzaffarabad evinced that the construction was
substandard. It was also observed that due to increase in population and settlements after 1950s,
the losses multiplied. Reference was also made to a one-kilometre bridge on an 11-kilometre river
in Muzaffargarh. Crisis and panic will be an obvious result and the risky bridge remains under
constant threat.

Many participants observed that vulnerability is so less in the US, Japan and Europe as major
hazards are tackled and there are no disasters. One participant said that despite unprecedented
earthquake and foreign expert advices, there is no improvement in construction. He said that if
there is a tremor of higher magnitude, there will be even more damage. Nobody disagreed that
there had been so much aid but it went down the drain. The existence of parallel laws and bodies
also create question of jurisdiction.

LAHORE: The aircraft of Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif had a narrow escape on
Friday.The chief minister along with his colleagues was on his way to Islamabad from Lahore to
attend an important meeting on energy. After flying from Lahore the plane developed a technical
fault and the pilot tried to land the aircraft but failed. However after ten to fifteen minutes of terrible
bumps and jolts the pilot succeeded in landing the plane at the airport. Talking at Lahore airport,
the chief minister thanked God for saving his life and said that it was the result of prayers of his
mother and the masses. He said that he will continue to serve the people till his last breath. The
chief minister has ordered an inquiry into the incident.Also, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif ordered
an immediate inquiry into the incident. According to a PM Office spokesman, the prime minister
thanked God that all passengers, including the chief minister and crewmembers, remained safe.

RAWALPINDI: Even though the local administration has blamed heavy monsoon rainfall for the
spread of the dengue virus, entomologists believe that adequate preventive measures were not
taken to avoid the spread of the disease.This year, more than 380 dengue patients have been
reported in three government run hospitals around Rawalpindi. On September 18 of last year, 12
cases were reported from three government hospitals.

Official figures state that 668 cases were reported in 2011 in Rawalpindi from August to December.
In 2012, not a single patient was reported, while in 2013, 894 patients were reported, increasing to
1,212 patients in 2014, and 380 patients were reported from August to mid-September in 2015.

District health officer Dr Rafigque Ahmed told Dawn that rainfall began early in July and that the
heavy monsoon was the main reason behind the early outbreak.“Residents failed to maintain
cleanliness in their homes, and dengue mosquitoes started breeding in houses’ water talks,”
Ahmed said.He said the health department did not conduct fogging earlier because experts
believed that mosquitoes may develop immunity to the medicines used if they were sprayed
frequently.However, a senior official from the health department contradicted Ahmed’s claim,
saying the anti-dengue drive began late this year.He said the department hired 1,067 workers in
May but they did not begin work until August, and the delay allowed the virus to spread. Most of
the patients admitted to hospitals were reported at the end of August.Entomologist Dr Waqar
Ahmed said the real problem was lack of planning regarding the anti-dengue drive.“Surveillance
work is needed throughout the year in order to exterminate dengue mosquitoes. Doing so
mechanically instead of using chemicals is best, as the frequent use of medicines will increase
resistance to the drug,” he said.
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Flood warning: Depts
urged to remain on high

alert
ExpresTribune,September19,2015

Experts asked to identify

flood-prone areas
ExpresTribune,September18,2015

Warning systems being

set up in KP, says official
The News, September18,2015

Heads up before Eid:
Rains may lead to flood in
Punjab
ExpresTribune,September18 ,2015
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LAHORE: Chief Secretary Khizar Hayat Gondal directed all departments concerned to remain on
high alert in the wake of a flood warning. The chief secretary issued the instruction at a meeting
convened to review arrangements made to deal with any untoward situation. Gondal emphasised
the importance of coordination among departments to facilitate effective monitoring of weather and
flood developments. The chief secretary directed officials to inspect protective arrangements once
again. He directed DCOs to visit embankments and remain in their districts during Eid.

Gondal said natural disasters such as floods could be effectively dealt with foolproof planning and
effective coordination. He directed the local government secretary to make arrangements to drain
rainwater across cities in view of weather forecasts. Punjab Disaster Management Authority
(PDMA) Director Jawad Akram told those present that the authority had reserves of 10,000 tents
and 20,000 food hampers stored in its warehouse. He said the PDMA had already distributed
55,000 tents. Akram said a flood warning had been circulated among all commissioners and
DCOs. He said boats and relief supplies had already been sent to various districts.

Irrigation Secretary Saif Anjum told those present about the flow of water in rivers and water level
in dams. An official of the Met Office said an exceptionally high flood warning had originally been
issued. He said it had been revised as the situation had altered and a high flood was expected
instead.

GILGIT: Gilgit-Baltistan Chief Minister Hafeezur Rahman has urged experts to identify flood-prone
areas and suggest measures to minimise losses triggered by natural calamities.

The announcement was made during a seminar organised in connection with an international
conference on mountains and climate change at Karakoram International University (KIU) on
Thursday. The three-day conference will conclude on Saturday. A large number of experts from
across the world are attending the event.Speaking on the occasion, Rahman said heavy rain and
flash floods in the region have resulted in death and destruction. “The floods have resulted in
losses worth Rs1.5 billion and pose challenges for the PML-N government that assumed public
office earlier this year,” he said. “Experts need to help us identify valleys which are more vulnerable
to flooding.”

Need of the hour

Rahman said deforestation is one of the most pressing challenges in the region. “However, the
PML-N government will tackle this problem in an effective manner,” he said. “Over the next three
years, we also plan on producing 300 megawatts of electricity in G-B.”

Creeping threat

Pakistan is facing losses worth billions of dollars due to climate change. According to the Global
Climate Risk Index 2012, the country has been ranked third among the countries affected by this
phenomenon.Speaking on the occasion, KIU Vice Chancellor Dr Muhammad Asif said glaciers in
the region have started melting due to climate change.“The Passu glacier has started to retreat
over the last 30 years,” he added. World Wide Fund for Nature Regional Head Dr Babar Khan said
Kukuar, Baltar and Daintar glaciers have retreated 8 kilometres over the years. “This is likely to
threaten crop vyield in future,” he said. “Climate change has altered agricultural patterns and
reduced productivity. The risk of flooding has also increased. This will inevitably affect wildlife.”

PESHAWAR: Director General Pakistan Meteorological Department Dr Ghulam Rasool on
Thursday said that early warning systems (EWS) were being installed in Chitral district and other
parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to get prepared against flood issues in future.

Speaking at the ‘Guest Hour programme’ of the Peshawar Press Club, he said the government of
Pakistan in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) would install
EWS in flood-risk districts in the country, especially in the province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Balochistan and Gilgit-Baltistan.

“Work on installation of EWS is in progress at River Kalpani,” he said, the system would help
reduce calamities as it would alert inhabitants in time against floods.He said that due to rise in
temperature this summer, glaciers in mountainous areas in Chitral started melting, which became
immediate cause of floods. The official said the entire world was facing the issues of global
warming and climate change and different strategies were being adopted to save coming
generations against natural disasters.He said that Pakistan was included in the list of those 10
countries where climate change or global warming showed adverse effects in form of floods,
earthquakes and draught.He said that Pakistan would participate in World Conference on Climate
Change in Paris next month and raise all issues facing it during the last five years.Speaking on the
occasion, Senator Nisar Memon, a representative of World Environmental Services of Pakistan,
said that the PMD had launched a campaign across the country to raise awareness among the
masses about climate change.He said that awareness seminars, meetings and dialogues were
being arranged in universities in order to share data among students, faculty members and
researchers to work on the issue of climate change.

The senator e asked the government, NGOs, media, health and environmental organisations to
come forward and work for betterment of the country.

ISLAMABAD: With the Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) forecasting widespread rain
from September 21 to 23, the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) on Thursday
issued a flood warning for Punjab.Based on the latest forecast, the NDMA has alerted all
departments concerned to take pre-emptive measures to avoid maximum human and property
loss.

Talking to The Express Tribune, NDMA Disaster Risk Reduction member Ahmed Kamal said
extremely heavy showers were expected at isolated places over the lower and upper catchment
areas of Sutlej, Ravi, Chenab and Jhelum rivers between September 20 and September 24.“We
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have directed all departments concerned to take the required preventive measures in order to
avoid damages. We are going to monitor the weather pattern daily and will ask considering its
severity for evacuation of population living near rivers.”This year’s flood has already claimed 238
lives, injured 232 people, damaged 10,761 houses, submerged 4,111 villages and affected
1,572,191 people, according to the NDMA.

PMD Director General Ghulam Rasul said a low air pressure was prevailing over India and its
influence would result in heavy rains in the upper and lower catchment areas of major rivers.He
said the flooding intensity would depend on India releasing the rainwater in the rivers. “Flood
situation in river Sutlej and Ravi will depend on the releases from Indian reservoirs. Exceptionally
high flood situation is also expected in the nullahs of Ravi and Chenab rivers.”"He added the
upcoming rain spell was not a part of monsoon season. “After the end of monsoon season,
chances are there of such showers,” Rasul said. The mercury would go down by four to five
degrees after this spell, he added.

The PMD director-general said heavy rains were expected in Multan, Sahiwal, Lahore, Rawalpindi,
Bahawalpur and Malakand divisions besides Kashmir. The precipitation volume could reach up to
100mm in some mountainous areas.“At a time when border tension between both countries is on a
high, India avoids disseminating information about floodwaters and release from its reservoirs, or
sends delayed information or wrong statistics,” he said. The PMD radar system, according to
Rasul, is continuously monitoring the flood situation in rivers.

Heat wave in Karachi

Karachi will experience more hot weather in the next three days with the mercury expected to
touch 40 degrees Celsius.Met department officials and doctors have advised citizens to adopt
precautionary measures and not to expose themselves to direct sunlight. The maximum
temperature on Thursday was recorded at 36 degrees centigrade. “The temperature may go up to
40C,” said met office senior official and focal person Abdul Rasheed.

The concept of resilience While the concept of resilience is fairly new within the development and humanitarian sectors, it
ExpresTribune, September18,2015 has gained increasing significance in a short period of time. Large amounts of funds are now being
poured into building resilience of individuals and communities in poorer countries to help them deal
more effectively with crises. While crises can take on varied forms, including health risks or
financial shocks, the problem of climate-instigated disasters is getting the most attention, given that
they have become a recurrent source of crises around the world. It makes sense that the need for
building resilience is getting the attention it deserves. Development agencies have realised that
through effective resilience efforts, at the institutional and individual levels, it is not only possible to
save more lives, but also to decrease the need for repeated infusions of humanitarian assistance.

Building resilience to problems like climate-related disaster risks is, however, not easy in practice
since it requires multidimensional efforts ranging from investing in early warning systems to avert
damage, to better coordination between international and local humanitarian and development
agencies to respond to disaster, and increasing not only institutional, but also individual abilities to
better cope with disasters. Countries like Pakistan need to pay close attention to the need for
building resilience, given that we have experienced our fair share of recent disasters, including
floods, earthquakes, droughts and cyclones. Over the past decade, damages from natural
disasters in the country have exceeded $18 billion. Flooding alone has caused an estimated
annual economic loss of between three and four per cent of the entire federal budget. The need to
build resilience to better cope with these recurrent natural disasters is thus evident.

Prompted into action after the devastation caused by the 2005 earthquake, Pakistan took steps to
establish an institutional mechanism with the help of international agencies to better cope with
disasters. The National Disaster Management Act was finally passed in 2010, which established
not only a national level disaster management authority, but also mandated the replication of
the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) structure at more de-centralised levels. While
the country has experienced unprecedented levels of flooding since the passage of this act, it has
still not been properly implemented.

A number of federal entities, including the military created Earthquake Reconstruction and
Rehabilitation Authority, the Emergency Relief Cell and the Federal Flood Commission continue
working on disaster management. These entities have overlapping mandates which create much
confusion. This problem of multiplicity of disaster management institutions is also prevalent at the
provincial level. Disaster management capacity also varies significantly across the provinces. The
envisioned de-centralisation of disaster management to the district level under the provincial
governments has only taken place in a handful of cases.Entities like the Asian Development Bank
and the World Bank are currently financing a series of interventions aiming to increase resilience to
climate-instigated disasters in Pakistan. These efforts include, for example, restoration of flood
protection infrastructure and also varied efforts to build the institutional capability for disaster
management. A strong disaster response mechanism does play an important role in saving lives
and livelihoods, and achieving sustainable recovery and long-term disaster risk reduction.
However, there is ample evidence that flood response programmes, which focus too heavily on
rebuilding infrastructure, do not work. These international agencies should also take into account
the advice of Ramsay experts to enable countries like Pakistan to use natural flooding events to
recharge under-stress freshwater reservoirs.

International agencies like the World Bank must acknowledge how their market-led growth
strategies promoted by them are responsible for much of the environmental degradation which is
exacerbating the current natural disaster risks in countries like Pakistan. Such policies also offer
the poor meagre opportunities to improve their lives. Provision of microfinance, for example, can
do little to address structural inequalities, which make the poor least equipped and resilient to
recover in the aftermath of disaster events. The need for creating disaster resilience amongst
vulnerable communities requires much more comprehensive efforts that are being currently
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Warning of ‘exceptionally
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Dawn News, September18,2015
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affected families within a
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ExpresTribune,September17,2015

Suspected Congo virus
patient dies at Nishtar
Hospital

Daily Times,September17,2015

4% 0©2015 www.alhasan.com
v

emphasised.

LAHORE: A monsoon depression over India which is moving towards Pakistan and an
approaching westerly wave are expected to generate widespread rain in the country, very heavy at
places, causing exceptionally high flood in Chenab and Jhelum rivers from Sept 21 to 25,
according to the Flood Forecasting Division (FFD).

The FFD said on Thursday that widespread rain, with heavy to very heavy rainfall at scattered
places and extremely heavy rainfall at isolated places, is expected over lower and upper
catchments of Sutlej, Ravi, Chenab and Jhelum rivers from Sept 20 to 24.As a result, exceptionally
high floods are expected in Chenab and Jhelum rivers from Sept 21 to 25. The flood situation in
Sutlej and Ravi rivers will depend on the discharges from Indian reservoirs. Exceptionally high
flood situation is also expected in the nullahs of Ravi and Chenab rivers during the same period.

The Pakistan Meteorological Department had on Wednesday said a westerly wave was likely to
enter upper parts of Pakistan during the weekend and some post-monsoon currents were expected
to penetrate in south-eastern parts of the country during the same time.Under the influence of
these meteorological conditions, scattered rain with dust-thundershower is expected in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (Malakand, Hazara, Peshawar, Mardan, Kohat, Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan
divisions), Fata, Islamabad, Punjab (Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Lahore, Sargodha, Faisalabad,
Sahiwal, Bahawalpur, Multan and Dera Ghazi Khan divisions), Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir from
Sunday to Tuesday.Scattered rain-thunderstorm is also expected in eastern parts of Sindh
(Mirpurkhas, Sukkur, Shaheed Benazirabad and Hyderabad divisions) from Saturday to
Monday.lIsolated heavy falls are also expected in Sukkur, Mirpurkhas and Bahawalpur divisions on
Sunday and Monday and in Sahiwal, Lahore and Gujranwala divisions on Monday to Tuesday.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan envisages nuclear power generation capacity of 40,000MW under its
Nuclear Energy Vision-2050, said Chairman Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC),
Muhammad Naeem, on Wednesday.He said, “Climate change is the greatest challenge that stares
humanity in the face but nuclear power, producing no greenhouse gases, offers the remedy to
pollution control and energy crisis.“Therefore, the IAEA should aggressively promote its use as a
mitigation measure,” he stressed addressing the 59th IAEA General Conference being held in
Vienna, Austria, said a press release.“To the same end, Pakistan envisages nuclear power
generation capacity of 40,000MW under its Nuclear Energy Vision-2050,” he said and added that
PAEC was making other important contributions to the socio-economic sector of the country by
bringing home the fruits of peaceful applications of nuclear technology for the masses.

He said that Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC) was currently providing a vital service to
the nation through its 18 oncology medical hospitals where about 80 percent cancer patients of the
country were being treated each year. PAEC plans to further expand its services to the public by
setting up more nuclear medical centres, the PAEC chairman said. He said that in December, 2013
an impact-integrated Mission on Programme of Action for Cancer Therapy came to Pakistan and
visited nuclear medical hospitals in public and private sectors in different cities.“WWe now have
received recommendations of the Mission which are being implemented,” he told audience about
IAEA’s unique role as the world’s focal point for promoting peaceful uses of nuclear energy in a
manner that is safe and beneficial.Having started at about the same time, the IAEA and the PAEC
can be said to be growing together, he said.Pakistan has enjoyed a very productive and mutually
beneficial relationship with the IAEA. Guided by the past interaction, Pakistan remains committed
to synergizing its efforts with those of the Agency for harnessing the vast potential of nuclear
technology, he said and shared how Pakistan has been successfully running its first nuclear power
plant in Karachi that was established in 1972 for more than four decades without any vendor
support.“The safe and successful operation of KANUPP gave Pakistan the confidence to further
pursue and advance the nuclear power option to cope with the country’s severe electric power
shortages,” he said.The chairman PAEC also mentioned that People’s Republic of China, under a
long term cooperation agreement between the two countries in 2000, provided two 325 MW each
Chashma Nuclear Power Plants, units C-1 and C-2 and said the performance and economics of
these units won support for the the construction of two more units C-3 and C-4 in this series which
are now under construction at the same site.

LAHORE: Ombudsman Javed Mahmood ordered the Provincial Disaster Management Authority
director general and the DCO on Wednesday to pay compensation to those affected in the 2014
floods.

Mahmood directed officials to submit a compliance report in this regard. According to details,
residents of a village in Jhang had moved a complaint to the ombudsman that their dwellings had
been destroyed in last year’s floods. They said survey teams had assured them that their losses
would be compensated. They had informed him that they had not received a penny.

The ombudsman had instructed Jhang District Advisor Muhammad Obaidullah Sial to look into the
matter. The concerned tehsildar had revealed names of the complainants were on the list of those
affected by the floods. He had informed the ombudsman that they were eligible for compensation
but he was not in a position to do anything about it. He said the decision had to be taken by the
DCO and the PDMA director general. In his order, the ombudsman noted that those affected by the
floods were being deprived of their right to compensation despite the confirmation of revenue staff
and the completion of a survey of losses. He directed the officials to ensure that compensation was
given to those affected in the 2014 floods within a month.

MULTAN: A Crimean-Congo Haemorrhagic Fever (CCF) suspected patient died at Nishtar Medical
Institute on Wednesday. A source within the Health Department told APP that Ali Bux, 54, a
resident of Kohlu, Balochistan, was admitted to the NMI two days ago. He added that the
suspected patient had been handling cattle at home. He died at the hospital on Wednesday, the

source informed.
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KARACHI: The Sindh Irrigation Department (SID) will sign another $250 million mega project
‘Disaster and Climate Resilience Enhancement’ programme to mitigate the post-flood issues and
drought situation in the province.

The 3rd meeting of the World Bank team with the officials of the Sindh Irrigation, Planning and
Development Department and the Provincial Disaster Management Authority ended to decide pre-
identification and technicalities in the finalisation of an agreement of more than Rs 25 billion after
floods in Sindh province.When Daily Times asked about the World Bank having another agreement
after the failures and heavy corruption in projects about the right bank and left bank Indus
embankments, Irrigation Department Secretary Syed Zaheer Hyder Shah refused to share
information related to the future agreement with the World Bank and said they would inform the
media when the time comes.

According to reports, the World Bank mission has finalised the meeting to finance the Disaster and
Climate Resilience Enhancement programme in Sindh for the year 2015-16.According to the
memorandum, the investment would focus on mitigation of infrastructure — both for floods and
drought situations — in the province, which consisted of flood protection works as well as water
conservation and sea intrusion in low-lying coastal areas of Sindh.The mission jointly reviewed
during three meetings — held with the official of the Sindh Irrigation Department and other officials
concerned — different aspects, including strengthening institutions and systems for disaster risk
management, structural investment, fiscal resilience and preparedness.

LAHORE : The Health Department has sent an alert over danger of Congo-Crimean Haemorrhagic
Fever (CCHF) outbreak just over a week ahead of Eidul Azha.The authorities have asked all
quarters concerned to take measures to prevent the deadly disease when large scale movement of
sacrificial animals has already taken place with no mechanism to stop entry of infected animals in
populated areas.Not just traders but hundreds of thousands of buyers are equally at risk from
infected animals, if any, in the markets.CCHF is viral disease transmitted by ticks found on the skin
of animals like sheep and cow.

It can infect people handling animals, buyers and medical professionals treating the infected
patients.The department has directed measures like limestone marking, spray, treatment of
affected animals at cattle markets, slaughterhouses, dairy/gawala colonies, sale yards and other
animal gathering places.Recommended tick repellent spray should be carried out in and around
the designated sale points/cattle markets.

The services of the District Livestock officers and veterinary staff should be fully utilised for
avoiding spread of this disease.Public health experts advise the butchers, animal handlers to take
precautionary measures while disposing of blood and other secretions of animals to avoid direct
contact.All the autonomous medical institutions, medical superintendents of government hospitals
and EDOs health have been asked to take necessary steps for the protection of medical
professionals during the treatment of patients.They have been asked to maintain sufficient stock of
medicines used in the treatment of patients. Experts said the infection’s fatality rate was up to 50
per cent.n certain cases, infections are common after exposure to infected blood and
secretions.The disease is indigenous in many African, European and Asian countries.CCHF is
prevalent in Pakistan with periodic outbreaks.It rises dramatically since 2000 with 50-60 cases
being reported annually.Virus transmits to humans by the bite of a Hyaloma tick, usually from
infected sheep or cows, exposure to blood or tissue of the infected animal during slaughtering and
direct contact with blood or secretions of an infected person.Domestic animals are the usual hosts
for the adult ticks in the country.Incubation period is usually 1-3 days after a tick bite and 5—6 days
after exposure to infected blood or tissues with a documented maximum of 13 days.

After infection, illness begins abruptly, with fever, muscles aches, dizziness, neck pain and
stiffness, backache, sore eyes and photophobia.Some patients may present with diarrhea with
blood and mucus and abdominal pain.Patients may experience mood swings, confusion and
aggression.More severe symptoms include bleeding from nose, gums, IV sites and PV bleeding in
female patients.

LAHORE: Ombudsman Punjab Javed Mahmood has ordered the Provincial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) director general and district collector to pay financial assistance to flood victims
of 2014 in one month and sought compliance report. The Ombudsman issued these orders on
complaints of affected people of flood in 2014 who are waiting for financial assistance after one
year.

Muhammad Abdullah, Rajab Ali and others of village Habib, Tehsil & District Jhang lodged
complaints to the ombudsman that their houses were damaged due to floods in 2014 and survey
teams of the administration had assured them that they would be compensated accordingly but
they are not paid a single penny yet.The ombudsman directed Advisor District Jhang Muhammad
Ubaidullah Sial to probe the issue. It was disclosed by the concerned tehsildar, during course of
the enquiry, that the names of complainants and others were included in the list of victims.

LAHORE:Chief Secretary Punjab Khizar Hayyat Gondal has ordered stepping up ongoing anti-
dengue campaign in the province, saying that strict implementation of instructions regarding
dengue control be ensured as no negligence would be tolerated in this regard.He was presiding
over a meeting to review the measure being taken to eradicate dengue, at Civil Secretariat here on
Wednesday. The Chief Secretary said that anti-dengue day will be observed in Rawalpindi on
September 19. He lauded the performance of departments regarding dengue control but directed
them to remain alert.The Chief Secretary said that awareness regarding dengue should be
enhanced as people’s cooperation is of significant importance in efforts to control dengue. He
added that all departments should play active role in this regard. He said that in order to fulfill the
responsibilities assigned to overcome dengue, heads. of departments should review
performanceregularly and conduct field visits,
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Those among present were: Advisor on Health Khwaja Salman Rafique, Additional Chief Secretary
Syed Mubashir Raza, secretaries of different departments, and officers concerned.Later, the Chief
Secretary chaired a meeting of Commissioners regarding Kissan Package through video link. He
directed commissioners to complete survey of Rice and Cotton crop as early as possible. He
maintained that Kissan Package will go a long way in betterment of agriculture sector and resolving
problems of farmers.

ISLAMABAD: Parliamentarians from the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTIl) have donated salaries
earned during the sit-in to charities.PTI MNAs who earned an estimated Rs20 million during the sit-
in from August 2014 till January 2015 donated their salaries to the Prime Minister's Flood Relief
Fund.According to sources PTI Chairman Imran Khan donated his salary to the Shaukhat Khanum
Memorial Hospital Fund. In July 2015, salaries were paid to 24 PTlI MNAs including chairman
Imran Khan who had submitted their resignations in August 2014 during the sit-in. The party had
been criticised for receiving their salaries for a period of their absence from the National
Assembly. Imran Khan had announced that the party would be depositing the salaries earned
during this period with the government.

The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) on Wednesday arrested four staffers of Capital
Development Authority (CDA)'s environment wing and registered a case against them.On the
special directions of Federal Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan, FIA Assistant Director Arfa
Naveed registered case no. 49/2015 against the staffers. These staffers were allegedly involved in
selling government’s land worth billions of rupees through china cutting as well as cutting down
hundreds of trees illegally.

PESHAWAR: The Pakistan Red Crescent Society Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa chapter, in collaboration
with the German Red Cross and the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs, launched a community-
based project in Shangla and Kohistan to educate local communities on effective responses to
natural calamities.The launch was held on Tuesday and presided by PRCS Chairman Lt Gen (retd)
Mohammed Hamid Khan. The German Embassy’'s First Secretary for Political and Economic
Affairs Sebastain Ernst and others were also present.Khan said the project aims to build capacities
of vulnerable communities of the remote districts of Shangla and Kohistan. “Each passing year,
more and more disasters hit Pakistan. Our focus must be on mitigating the impact,” he added.

Speaking highly of the GRC’s support for the financially disadvantaged, Khan said PRCS, with the
collaboration of GRC, has achieved great things in the province since 1983.“Recently, PRCS
handed over 10 flood-affected basic health units to the health department after renovating and
running them for six years with the support of GRC. The high quality and free-of-cost services
provided by PRCS were greatly appreciated by the department,” he added.

Ernst and Hannelore Schnelzer also spoke on the occasion and said the German organisations
were happy to assist in easing the suffering of the vulnerable communities of K-P. Later, Khan and
Schnelzer signed and exchanged project documents.

ISLAMABAD: Federal government has declared a red alert in view of the fears of spreading of
Congo Virus in the country, ARY News reported on Wednesday.This year five persons have been
died of the infection of the deadly virus. Moreover, 18 people have been infected by the virus,
health experts have confirmed.

Experts fear the Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever will be transported along with cattle across
the country during Eidul Azha. The free movement of sacrificial animals in populated areas can
spread the Congo Virus, health officials said.Five persons infected by the virus have lost their lives.
There are 18 confirmed and 87 suspected cases of Congo Virus across the country, according to
the experts.The doctors and hospitals have been advised to take precautionary measures and
gather comprehensive details while taking blood samples of the suspected Congo Virus patients.

The government officials have also warned that the virus could transfer to people with touching the
animals and during their slaughter.The doctors have been directed to send the blood samples of
the suspected patients of Congo virus to the National Institute of Health immediately.The
government and private laboratories could not conduct Congo Virus related tests without proper
precautionary measures, health experts said.

ISLAMABAD: Federal government has advised its citizens to be careful during the looming
congo virus threat ahead of Eid-ul-Azha. According to details, government has advised after the
death of a 54-year-old patient in Multan affected from congo virus.All the cattle traders and citizens
are advised to exercise extra care while touching the animals.The medical experts are of the
opinion that it is better to keep distance even after bringing the animals home and they have
demanded the anti-congo virus sprays in the cattle markets.

This virus can spread even by touching or hugging the sacrificial animal if it is infected.Moreover,
The health department of Punjab has issued an alert as the fear of the congo virus outbreak in
Punjab.

ISLAMABAD: The free movement of sacrificial animals in populated areas can spread the Congo
virus, fear health officials.They have demanded the government to take immediate measures to
prevent an outbreak in the twin cities.

Local health officials suggest that sacrificial animals must be kept in quarantine or designated
places declared as cattle markets around Eidul Azha instead of allowing cattle traders to take them
into streets and populated areas freely.They also expressed apprehensions that the virus can
spread in the twin cities through sacrificial animals brought from Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa.“There is a
great chance of prevalence of Congo virus in sacrificial animals brought to the twin cities,
particularly those in poor health conditions, from K-P,” said Dr Sharif, a private medical
practicioner. In Peshawar, some nine people lost their lives due to the virus’ outbreak last year and
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this year the number being reported is 25, he revealed.

He urged authorities to ensure availability of veterinary doctors in cattle markets, and said the
government should take necessary measures to allow entry of only healthy sacrificial animals into
the twin cities.Strict action must be taken against cattle traders who bring unhealthy and sick
animals in Islamabad and Rawalpindi, he added.

The virus, known as Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever (CCHF), causes severe viral
haemorrhagic fever outbreaks.CCHF outbreaks have a case fatality rate of up to 40 per cent,
according to the World Health Organization.The virus is primarily transmitted to people from ticks
and livestock animals. Human-to-human transmission can occur resulting from close contact with
the blood, secretions, organs or other bodily fluids of infected persons — which occurs during the
sacrifice of animals.There is no vaccine available for either people or animals.

CHITRAL: With the fast approaching winter season, the flood affected people having their houses
fully or partially damaged by the flash floods are finding themselves unprepared to withstand the
harsh and chilly weather during which the temperature tends to freezing point.The government has
yet to take any decision to construct the 803 numbers of fully damaged and 683 partially damaged
houses while the affected people are living in tents which are quite not suitable to reside in during
the winter season which includes snow falling.

Akhtar Ali of Muzhgole village in Mulkhow said that more than seventy houses were fully swept
away by the flood forcing its occupants to migrate to the plateau of Kagh Lusht where tent village
has been established. “The temperature plunges to lower degrees after sundown right now
requiring lighting of fire for heating but it is not possible in the tents”, he said adding that many
children contracted cold related illness and the situation aggravates with each passing day.Mr. Ali
said that having lost all their belongings to the flash flood, the villagers are not in a position to
reconstruct their houses without the substantial financial help of the government but it was no
where in sight.He said that out of the hundred plus affected families of the village, not a single one
is able to start the construction work of house by their own resources.Sharif Ahmed of Reshun
village had similar story where about two hundred houses have been damaged during the floods
as a result of which the people are living in tents and are constrained to do so during the
forthcoming winter season.He regretted that the government is totally indifferent to their plight
which will turn to a complex situation when the winter season starts during which the people get
heat by burning woods and one cannot lit fire in a tent. Regarding the estimated expenses on
construction of a house of four rooms with walls made of muddy bricks and roof covered by
aluminum sheets, Engineer Muhammad Naeem working with a private organization, put it at six
lakh rupees.

He said that it will take at least two months for the completion of a house while the time is running
out fast because the snowfall starts from the early days of the month of December every year after
which construction work is stopped.He said that although, a Karachi based NGO, has announced
to provide aluminum sheets to the affected people for the construction of damaged houses, but
very few can take advantage of this offer because every affected family can not afford to carry out
the rest of the construction works.When an official of district disaster management authority was
contacted to know his version, he said that there was nothing for the reconstruction of houses
either fully damaged or partially but the affected families are being compensated.He said that the
families having their houses fully damaged will be paid one lakh rupees and fifty thousand rupees
for the partially damaged houses and the cheques have been received from the provincial
government and are being handed over to them.

MITHI: The Maroarra Network organized seminar on current situation of Tharparkar, on
Sunday.The children of Thar have suffered due to malnutrition thus it felt to picture this limelight
scenario as upcoming drought condition would be hostile if not timely controlled. Government of
Sindh should take it seriously and immediately complete of Thar Development Authority and Sindh
Drought Management & Mitigation Policy, demanded by Civil Society of Tharparkat in a seminar
“Present scenario of Tharparkar” organized by Maroarra Network with the support of Alif Ailaan
here at Karoonjhar Hall Mithi.

As thousands of the innocent children lost their lives in last two years due to malnutrition in
Tharparkar and presently again same scenario is being perceived owing to lack of rains, it may
reshape worsen condition of the area if timely measurement is not taken than situation would not
be under control said by Ali Akbar Rahimoo Chairman Maroarra Coordination Council while
speaking in the event. Rahimoo added as Thar has been passing through rapid transition and
presently it has to tackle two main issues, i.e. drought, Thar coal issue, as both are heading
towards unforeseen moor.He further said it is appalling situation as only in this year 37 people
have committed suicide mainly the young one under (15-25) years age bracket. Mr. Rahimoo also
said state should have to own the people as we are critically tackling drought and government is
not ready to take any measurement even Thar Development Authority Bill is not approved.Obhyo
Junejo political and social activist said Thar has been suffering due to bad governance issue, merit
is violated, and favoritism culture has devastated every institution , he appreciated Alif Ailaan for
timely step , he further told public should aware and don’t vote to those who are now visiting after
three years. Mr. Junejo added until and unless raw public would not own the resources these
looters would lead and gain loot. He said as many announcements were made to develop Thar,
hospitals would be made model, doctors would be provided but still things are in air.Partab Shivani
said though Alif Ailaan is working for education but as Thari children have suffered due to nutrition
thus it felt to picture this limelight scenario as upcoming drought condition would be hostile if not
timely controlled.

He added as in Tharparkar more than 3, 00,000 children are out of schools, state should take
notice; civil society should come forward as their fundamental rights could be ensured. Mr.
Shivani also said increasing religious extremism, violation of merit, theft, heavier drop out,
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corruption in Pak Osais and other institutions are the basic reasons which thwart in development of
Tharparkar.Dr. Lekhraj Darzi told as though presently situation is average, he quoted in few
decades ago there was no any networking, infra structure, but at present we get good roads, well
facilities so | feel it's good time but as far hospitals indeed there is need of improvement.Journalist
Sajid Bajeer told as there is nothing developed , everything is as same as was, millions of the
corruption has been found in TMO and other offices, expiry medicines has been utilized and sold,
he added as Media reported everything and highlighted issue, ministers visited and everything
went on but still things are at same corner.Ramzan Juenjo Social activist said having glance at
present scenario it does not seem any change , number of the out sider are coming day to day in
Thar, our culture is being violated , minority is at stake there is need of wakeup call as social
scientists could come forward and do their best to restore peace and interfaith .Sanjay Sadhwani
told as only ration is not solution of Thari people , there is need of quality education , besides short
term project is temporary relief thus have need integrated approaches to cope up present
scenario.“Thar Development Authority Bills must be approved on urgent basis, Sindh Drought
Policy must be approved, Need assessment should be done in desert areas including Thar,
Sanghar and Umerkot , to cope up the situation long term and short term projects to be launched,
3,00,000 out of children must be enrolled, projects should be started to bring the better potion of
education, health, food insecurity and cattle, down trodden class should be provided
opportunities.Thar is prone to hostile condition due to current agricultural drought. Government of
Sindh should complete the process of Thar Development Authority and Sindh Drought
Management & Mitigation Policy formation, Civil Society demands.

Climate change is an established fact and its impacts on water, agriculture, health, biodiversity,
forest and socioeconomic sectors are quite visible around the globe. In Pakistan, climate change
has consistently manifested itself through extreme events, such as unprecedented floods,
droughts, cyclones, storms, glacial lake outburst flooding (GLOF), etc.The economic and social
losses caused by these disasters run into billions of dollars. In 2010 floods alone, 20 million people
were affected and displaced. This outbalances three major securities of the country, namely water,
food and energy. Sindh is facing an extreme weather pattern, including waves of cold weather,
drought, extreme heat, continuous floods and extreme rainfall. The impact of climate change has
disturbed social, economic and political conditions of people across the province in urban and rural
areas. People in rural areas rely on agriculture or livestock and continuous droughts and floods
have affected both sectors.

In Sindh, climate change impact is being observed since 1999 cyclone that badly hit coastal areas
of Sindh. The subsequent year an earthquake followed with extreme rains in 2005. This led to a
food crisis. After long drought, floods in 2010 badly affected the right bank of the Indus River.
World Bank’s recent study says that 15 per cent of the total GDP of Sindh is being lost yearly due
to the environmental degradation and climate change, which is much higher than national figures.
Sindh is the lower riparian and, hence, both dry weather and floods hit Sindh relentlessly. The
extreme droughts in Tharparkar, Achhro Thar, Nara, Kohistan, Kachho and the coastal belt have
been wrought largely by climate change. Dry conditions in Sindh have aggravated the already
pathetic condition. About 65 per cent of Sindh’s area is classified as arid [drought prone].People in
these areas completely rely on rainfall and one can imagine the situation if there is no rain for
years. The availability of water in rural areas, especially in Tharparkar, Kohistan and Kachho, is
very critical. People living in Kachho in district Dadu used to get water from only as deep as 30 feet
till about 10 years ago. The water level has gone down gradually and one can hardly get water
even from 500 feet.The Met department tells us that the rise in temperature will increase the rate of
evaporation of moisture from the soil surface and transpiration from the plant tissues in the
vegetated areas of the province. They will directly enhance the water requirement of field crops,
animals, human beings as well as the domestic and the industrial sectors.

Water is going to be a limiting factor as population increase and warming climate will claim a larger
share to satisfy their demands. Although some additional amount of glacier melt water is expected
to improve the river discharge but uncertainty of availability on temporal and spatial scales will be a
great challenge.Pakistan’s first national climate change policy has been effective since March
2012. Implementing the policy will require serious, sustained, and disciplined reforms over the
coming years. Policies in Pakistan were not followed in spirit and there are serious gaps in their
effective implementation. Pakistan immediately needs to adopt an approach of climatically
appropriate development planning to avoid more catastrophes.Recently, Research and
Development Foundation and Oxfam Novib have published Sindhi version of national climate
change policy, which will enable various stakeholders such as the government, civil society and
particularly community to understand and mainstream climate change adaptation. The Sindhi
version of climate change policy would certainly make the climate change a popular subject in
Sindh. In fact, this important document should be made available in all the Pakistani languages so
that people may not only understand the implications of climate change, which is one of the major
challenges of this century but also learn how to tackle it.

It is imperative that climate change is made popular subject as it is a matter of life and death for
people. Given the fact that after the 18th Amendment climate change and environment have
become provincial subjects, Sindh government must allocate more resources and give high priority
to climate change. National climate change policy provides overall framework and each province
has its own challenges related to climate change. Consequently, Sindh should devise its own
province specific policies on climate change and disaster risk reduction, while mainstreaming it in
overall development policy.Adaptation to climate change and building resilience among
ecosystems and people to respond to climate variability and hazard threats are relatively new
concepts. For this reason, networks for sharing experiences and ideas will have a fundamental role
in helping address adaptation within specific ecosystems.
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NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

Twin-engine fighter: WEB DESK: Pakistan and Russia are in the process of negotiating what analysts believe can be
Pakistan in talks with potentially the largest defence deal between the two countries, IHS Jane’s reported. “The Pakistan
Russia to buy Su-35 jets Qir _F_orce_} (Pf\f) bhas discussgc’j’ tgu)lll-rllg Su;3g ‘FIan!(er-E‘ fighter {et?f_ f_rolm Rus_sia t_)rL:]t a fir_1a|
THIEN D B Sa TrbHn oS hieTnber, ecision is yet to be announced,” the/HS quoted a senior government official as saying. The senior
20 2015 government official’s remarks come in the wake of Russian media reports that Russian Deputy

g Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov had said talks were underway for an unspecified number of Su-
35s and a recent agreement for provision of Mi-35M ‘Hind E’ attack helicopters to Pakistan. “It is
too early to say if a deal will conclude and the terms,” the official said highlighting Russia’s
willingness to sell advanced military hardware to Pakistan despite Moscow’s longstanding ties with
India. “Pakistan’s interest in the Su-35 was driven by the PAF’s need for a twin-engine fighter that
can fly for a longer range than the JF-17 and penetrate more deeply into the enemy’s territory,” the
official revealed. Pakistan currently relies on a mixed fleet of Lockheed Martin F-16s, Dassault
Mirage-5s, Chinese manufactured F-7s and the JF-17 Thunder, which is co-manufactured by
Pakistan and China.

Last month, Russia agreed to sell state-of-the-art Mi-35 attack helicopters to Pakistan in what is
seen as a ‘paradigm shift’ in Moscow’s policy to increase defence cooperation between the two
countries. “An agreement was signed between Pakistan and Russian authorities in Rawalpindi for
the purchase of 4 Mi-35 helicopters,” a senior military official had said, not disclosing any further
details. Moscow for long ignored Islamabad in a bid to please its long-term ally New Delhi. But as a
result of India’s growing tilt towards the US, Russia has now started expanding its cooperation with
Pakistan. For its part, Islamabad is eager to improve its ties with Moscow to diversify its options in
the event of any stalemate in ties with Washington.

60 suspects held, arms, ISLAMABAD: Law enforcement agencies arrested over 60 people, including Afghan nationals,
ammunition seized during and recovered arms, ammunition and explosives from the Deras of the Khokhar clan. Officials in
raids on Khokhar houses the_ poI_lce said !t was an |nformat_|on_-based operation (IBO) _conducted by Rangers and the capital
police in the twin cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad. The raid was planned a couple of weeks ago
but postponed at the final stages several times. The raid led to the recovery of weapons and
equipment, including those under the use of Nato, they added. It may be mentioned that the
Rawalpindi police and Rangers conducted a raid in the capital city last month while the latest raid
in localities in Rawalpindi was jointly carried out by the Islamabad police and the Rangers.
According to the officials, the capital police were asked to get ready for an operation on Thursday
night. In response, a contingent of the police, including deputy superintendents of police, gathered
at a police station. Later, they were joined by more personnel who riding over 30 vehicles moved
towards Khokhar House, commonly known as Khan Jee’s Dera located near Koral Chowk on
Islamabad Highway in the jurisdiction of the Rawalpindi police.

Daily Dawn, September 19, 2015

During the raid, over 19 people were taken into custody and weapons recovered from their
possession. Later, the law enforcement agencies moved to Ghori Town Phase V and raided
another dera owned by the Khokhar clan and known as Zafar Khokhar's dera. The officials said
weapons were also recovered from the dera which led to the arrest of a few people, including Hanif
Khokhar. The team also raided Malik Yagoob’s dera at Moza Jawa in Sihala. The officials said
Yagoob was a rival of Taji Khokhar. A fair amount of weapons and ammunition was recovered
from the dera along with drone surveillance cameras, armed forces’ shoes and laptops, the
officials said. Some other deras adjacent to the Expressway were also raided. The raids continued
till Friday morning and later the 60 arrested people were shifted to different areas along with the
weapons. On Friday evening, the 19 people picked from Taji Khokhar’s dera were handed over to
the Airport police. A contingent of the Rawalpindi police, comprising commandoes, reached the
Kural police station in nine vehicles and took the custody of the suspects.

The rest of the arrested people were detained at the Kural and Sihala police stations, they said,
adding separate teams had been constituted, each comprising representatives of intelligence
agencies and Rangers, to interrogate the suspects. After the raid, Taji Khokhar's dera wore a
deserted look. No one was found at the residential areas of the Khokhar clan. A wall was built
around several building blocks owned by the Khokhar clan giving it the look of a fortress. The
building blocks included residential quarters of the clan and a separate block for employees. Two
doors of the residential areas were locked from inside. Besides, the rooms along the gates were
abandoned. A number of watchtowers for guards and gunmen were also found abandoned.
However, a few people were present at the block built for the employees. One of the men identified
himself as Imtiaz and said he was the driver of Fazal Khokhar, a brother of Taji Khokhar. He said
during the raid some security guards along with a few people were arrested. “| came to the dera
early in the morning and was not present here during the raid.” Another man, who refused to
introduce himself, said a few guests staying in the dera were arrested. Yet another man introduced
himself as Imran and in reply to a question about the raid told this reporter to leave the area. “No
one would talk to you here, why you are asking about the names and details of the arrested
people,” he said.

When told that there were reports that some militants and members of banned sectarian outfits
had been arrested from the dera, he said, “It is better for you to leave the area as soon as possible
because you are being watched.” Meanwhile, a handout issued by the capital police said the police
along with the Rangers conducted search operations in Koral and Sihala and nabbed 64 suspects,
including 14 Afghan nationals. It said a cache of explosive and weapons with liquor was also
recovered. The recovery included 67 guns of different bores, more than 3,000 bullets of all types of
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weapons and many bottles of foreign liquor.

UNITED NATIONS: “Peace in Afghanistan, and cooperation with Kabul, will enable us to fully
defeat our common threat from violent groups,” Maleeha Lodhi, Pakistan’'s Ambassador to the
United Nations, said on Thursday. It would pave the way for the voluntary return of millions of
Afghan refugees Pakistan still hosts — the most protracted presence of refugees in any single
country in recent history, she told a Security Council meeting on Afghanistan. “It will open the way
for the ambitious plans for regional development and integration we have jointly worked on,” she
said. She concluded by saying that mutual respect for each other’'s national interests and
sensitivities must be the bedrock of the future Pak-Afghan relationship. Ms Lodhi said that while
external parties could play a role in facilitating Afghan reconciliation they “cannot impose” a
solution. Reconciliation and dialogue, she said, had to be between the Afghans themselves and
“owned and conducted by Afghans”. She recalled that it was at the request of President Ashraf
Ghani that Pakistan undertook to facilitate a dialogue between Kabul and the Afghan Taliban. “Our
sole aim was to establish direct contact between them and the Unity Government.” Condemning all
terrorist violence in Afghanistan, she told the 15-member council that continued conflict in
Afghanistan was not in Pakistan’s national interest.

Warning that those “working overtime to sabotage and poison Pakistan-Afghan relations were no
friends of Afghanistan”, she said both Afghanistan and Pakistan needed to be clear who their
common enemies were. Ms Lodhi said that Pakistan’s efforts to encourage the Afghan Taliban
leaders to revive the dialogue with Kabul should not be misconstrued as any form of endorsement
for their revived violence, following the scuttling of the intra-Afghan talks in July. She said that in
Afghanistan, as elsewhere, there were two possible paths to ending war and violence: a military
victory over the insurgents, or a negotiated peace. She pointed to the general consensus within the
international community that peace could be best restored through a negotiated solution with the
Afghan insurgency. Pakistan, Ms Lodhi assured, stood ready to assist the Afghan reconciliation
process and had refrained from responding to allegations from certain Afghan quarters.

QUETTA: The Pakistan Army has trained 150 Levies personnel in Balochistan, with their passing
out parade held on Friday. The Levies personnel were trained in Quetta Cantonment, with the
army imparting modern training to expand upon their operational capacity. “The Levies force is
being trained to wipe out the curse of terrorism from the province and to ensure capacity building
for security forces in Balochistan,” said Balochistan Chief Minister Abdul Malik Baloch. The chief
minister added that the Levies administratively control more than 90 per cent of Balochistan and
they play an important role in maintaining law and order in the province. During the passing out
parade, the Levies personnel demonstrated their skills in martial arts, counter terrorism and
targeted operation drills during the ceremony held at Quetta cantonment. Those in attendance at
the ceremony included Chief Minister Abdul Malik Baloch, Major General Aftab, Chief Secretary
Saifullah Chatha and other military and civilian leaders. Pakistan Army has trained more than
4,000 Levies personnel during the last few years, helping them build capacity and deal with
emerging security scenarios. Security forces have intensified their actions in Quetta and other
parts of Balochistan after the announcement of the National Action Plan to combat terrorism in the
country.

PESHAWAR: Hours after the attack in Peshawar which resulted in the deaths of 29 people,
including an army captain, an alleged bomber riding a motorcycle in the Bannu area of the
province was killed when the explosives he was carrying went off. According to a police official,
initial investigation showed that the alleged militant was heading towards his target in the Miryan
area of Bannu but his bid was thwarted as his explosives went off, killing him in the process.
Further, in the Buner district of Malakand Division, a police officer was killed while he was on duty
in Gara Ghokand area, police officials said. The defunct Teheek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed
responsibility for the attack. Earlier, in the wee hours of Friday, 29 people including an army
captain were killed as militants attacked a heavily-guarded Pakistan Air Force base in Badhaber
area on the outskirts of Peshawar, senior security officials said. Confirming the attack, ISPR had
said 13 militants were killed ahead of a clearance operation in the area.

WEB DESK: Military spokesperson Major General Asim Bajwa said on Friday a Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) splinter group had planned, executed and operated the attack on Pakistan Air
Force base in Peshawar from Afghanistan. “We have recordings which reveal the attack was
planned executed and controlled from Afghanistan,” DG ISPR said while addressing the media in
Peshawar, hours after the attack which left 29 dead. Confirming the death toll, DG ISPR said, “29
people, including an army captain and soldiers, were killed as Taliban gunmen stormed a Pakistan
Air Force base in Peshawar.” “Around 5am, 13 to 14 militants entered the PAF base.” “The
militants came in a car and used rocket launchers to enter the gate and they divided into two
groups. We effectively and instantly curtailed them.”

Elaborating on the attack, the military spokesperson said a quick reaction force reached within 10
minutes and ‘engaged’ the militants. He added that it is possible that the attackers had some sort
of inside information. “There was a mosque on the side and worshipers were waiting for theazaan,
when one group attacked them. Sixteen people waiting to pray were killed and nine people doing
wuzu were also killed.” Bajwa added that the quick reaction force surrounded eight of the militants
present in the mosque and killed them. “By 9:30am, all militants had been killed.” Reiterating the
resolve to eliminate terrorism, Bajwa said, “Operation Zarb-e-Azb is continuing and will until the
elimination of the last terrorist.”

LAHORE: Two alleged agents of the Indian intelligence agency, RAW, were arrested at Wagah on
Thursday. Police sources said that on intelligence reports, they raided a house near the border
area and arrested Ghulam Ali, alias Gulabo, and Muhammad Waqas, alias Amli. Police also
recovered 30 bottles of Indian wine from them. They said the suspects remained in jail for seven
years in Pakistan for their connections with the Indian intelligence agency. They again established
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a strong information network and were providing secret information to RAW about the activities of
the Pakistan Army and border forces. The suspects during their visits to India would stay in the
RAW offices. Both suspects are Pakistani and belong to Wagah village. Police said they were also
involved in the smuggling of alcohol and other items from India. Police shifted both suspects to
some undisclosed location for interrogation.

KARACHI: The Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) of Sindh claimed on Thursday to have foiled
a terror bid planned for Eidul Azha by apprehending an alleged terrorist from Orangi Town area of
Karachi. According to a CTD official, an accused identified as Omar Hayat alias Muawia alias
Darwesh was arrested during a targeted raid conducted on a tip-off in MPR Colony of Orangi
Town. Two suicide jackets and two bombs were also recovered from his possession. Hayat is
believed to be spearheading the Karachi chapter of Tehreek-e-Imaraat-e-Islamia Afghanistan.
“Hayat is expert at brainwashing young people for suicide bombings as well as making bombs,”
claimed SSP CTD Junaid Shaikh. “Recently, he plotted a major terrorist attack on Kamra Airbase
by dispatching two suicide bombers; however, they were unsuccessful due to strict surveillance by
the security forces.”

Following the arrest, security forces initiated raids in the Qasba Town, Kati Pahari and other areas
of the city, Express News reported. Earlier on Wednesday, the CTD had claimed to have arrested
an alleged financer of al Qaeda in the Indian subcontinent (AQIS) group in Karachi. Speaking at a
press conference, SSP CTD Naveed Khawaja said the nabbed Sheeba Ahmad appeared to be a
moderate Muslim but had relations with Arab extremists. “The arrested man has also confessed of
funding Taliban,” the SSP said.

PESHAWAR: Systematic implementation of the National Action Plan (NAP) by Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) police has saved the settled areas of the province from becoming safe heavens
for terrorists, Inspector General Police (IGP) Nasir Khan Durrani told DawnNews. “As the decisive
anti-terror operation Zarb-i-Azb started, it was understood that settled areas of KP would the first
targets of militancy and it was the biggest challenge for us, which we accepted and were
successful in tackling," said Durrani. KP's IGP said that the anti-terror operation in the province
was divided into two phases, defensive and offensive. In the defensive phase, some laws and acts
were introduced and information gathering mechanisms were introduced and strengthened while
during the second phase, raids were conducted to directly arrest terrorists and suspected militants.

Statistics from the two phases of operation

Sharing the operation's statistics, KP's top cop said that during the first phase, militants were
denied safe heavens under the new Tenant Information Form (TIF) and a total number of 4,413
First Information Reports (FIRs) were registered against landlords while 756 FIRs were lodged
against hotels for non-submission of the form. Separately, 348 FIRs were also lodged in the ‘Action
against fake National Identity Cards (NICs)' while 536 individuals were arrested. A total of 13,929
illegal migrants were taken into custody while almost 6,712 cases were registered in this regard.
During the first phase, action was taken against those involved in hate speech and distribution of
divisive material with 147 individuals taken into custody, while 812 cases of confiscating such
material were also recorded. Durrani added that, when compared to other provinces, the ratio of
hate speech and related material is quite low in KP.

Sharing the document from the second phase, the IGP maintained that during the ‘Search and
Strike Operations', 38,113 suspects were detained while 10,512 firearms were confiscated and
almost 340kg of explosive was seized. The KP police also established 35,042 road blocks for snap
checking and during the exercise 69,783 suspects were detained along with 5,409 arms and
174,863 rounds of different caliber were confiscated. Around 5 kilograms of explosive material was
also seized during snap checking. At least 361 militants were challaned during the second phase.
Interestingly, not a single case of extra judicial killing has been reported throughout the province
during the operation to implement NAP.

ISLAMABAD: President Mamnoon Hussain said on Tuesday that the Zarb-i-Azb operation was
progressing successfully in its final phase and expressed the hope that the objective of terror-free
Pakistan would be achieved soon. Speaking at a lunch he hosted for ambassadors from Middle
Eastern countries at the Aiwan-i-Sadr he said: “All areas of the country including tribal region have
been cleared of terrorists and the situation would be completely brought under control in the next
few months which would be beneficial for Pakistan, countries of the region and the Islamic
countries.” Islamic countries should adopt a common strategy to address various challenges and
impress upon the international community that Muslims are peaceful people who want peace in the
entire world. He said relations with Islamic countries were the cornerstone of Pakistan’s foreign
policy focusing on the desire to use their expertise in different areas for collective benefit. Pakistan
is ready to extend all possible cooperation to the brotherly countries.

Mr Hussain noted that the current $19 billion trade between Pakistan and Islamic countries was far
below its potential and emphasised the need for enhancing it. He said that an Islamic Summit on
Science and Technology under the auspices of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation would be
held in Islamabad in November. Measures to promote science and technology would be discussed
at the conference, besides the challenges confronting the Muslim world. The president said
Palestinian and Kashmiri people were waging struggle for their just rights and Pakistan fully
supported them.

QUETTA: The Home Secretary of Balochistan, Akbar Hussain Durrani, on Wednesday stated that
provincial law enforcement agencies have arrested more than 8,000 suspected militants after the
implementation of the National Action Plan (NAP). “A total of 204 terrorists were killed by security
forces during different operations and raids in the province,” said Durrani. He further added that out
of the 204 terrorists killed, around 100 were high-profile terrorists. The home secretary also stated
that 1,840 intelligence based operations (IBO) have been conducted in Balochistan after the

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4. %
v



15

‘Key financier’ of Safoora
massacre detained by
police

Daily Dawn, September 16, 2015

FC foils major terror bid,
seizes 4,000kg explosives

near Pak-Afghan border
Daily Dawn, September 15, 2015

Special cell set up to

choke terror financing
The Express Tribune, September
15, 2015

Eight suspected militants

arrested from Gwadar
The Express Tribune, September
15, 2015

4. ¥ 02015 www.alhasan.com
v

(.2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

implementation of NAP. “The situation has improved drastically in the province, and a large
number of insurgents have laid down their arms and have rejoined society,” added Durrani.
Elaborating further, the provincial home secretary said that 530 insurgents have already
surrendered, and more insurgents were expected to lay down their arms.

Durrani, while responding to a question stated that better border control mechanisms have been
implemented to stop illegal movement on the porous Pak-Afghan border and to better control the
flow of arms and narcotics from the neighbouring country. The provincial government of
Balochistan is also making efforts to implement bio-metric systems on the Chaman border crossing
to better regulate legal movement between the two countries.Security forces have intensified their
actions in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan after the announcement of the National Action
Plan to combat terrorism in the country.

KARACHI: The counter-terrorism department (CTD) on Wednesday claimed to have arrested the
alleged 'key financier' involved in the Safoora bus carnage, the incident in which more than 40
people including women and children were killed. The suspect, Sheeba Ahmed, was detained from
the Defence area of Karachi, said CTD's Senior Superintendent of Police Investigation, Naveed
Nisar Khwaja. Khwaja said Ahmed allegedly 'brainwashed' the suspects accused of carrying out
the Safoora massacre and provided them with key financial support, Speaking at press conference
at his office, the senior officer said Ahmed was detained over information provided by the arrested
accused — Saad Aziz and Azhar Ishrat. During initial probe, the suspect told investigators that he
belonged to a religious party, Tanzeem Islami. However, the officer added that "he was also the
financier of the outlawed al Qaeda in the Indian sub-continent". It was alleged that Ahmed was
involved in "chemical business" in Pakistan and neighbouring Islamic countries and the money
earned through this trade was being used to provide funds to militants to carry out terror acts.

“The held suspect, apart from brainwashing the main accused of Safoora tragedy, also provided
them complete financial support,” claimed the CTD official. Naveed Khuwaja revealed that another
suspect, Hasan Zaheer, who was recently arrested in Lahore, also informed investigators that
Sheeba Ahmed had provided financial support to a hospital in Lahore for treating alleged injured
terrorists there. “We are also interrogating him to this effect,” added the police officer. Sindh
Inspector General Ghulam Hyder Jamali, AIG CTD Sanaullah Abbasi and DIG CTD Arif Hanif
announced cash and other rewards for the police party which detained the alleged terrorist. Over
40 members of the Islamili community, including women, were killed when armed men attacked
their community bus near Safoora Goth on May 14, according to a report by Dawn.

QUETTA: Frontier Corps foiled a major bid of terrorism by seizing more than 4,000 kilogrammes of
explosives close to Pak-Afghan border on Tuesday, officials said. On intelligence reports, security
forces conducted a raid near Kurram area of Pishin district close to the Afghan border. The
spokesman for the paramilitary force, Khan Wasey, said three accused were also arrested during
the operation conducted in the remote area. He further informed that 500 detonators and other
weapons were recovered from the possession of alleged miscreants. Wasey said FC also took two
vehicles of the miscreants into custody. The suspected militants were then shifted to an
undisclosed location for interrogation. The security personnel are currently interrogating the
accused in connection with the possession of huge cache of explosives and other weapons.
Security forces have intensified their actions in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan after the
announcement of the National Action Plan to combat terrorism in the country.

ISLAMABAD: After army chief General Raheel Sharif asked the government for effective
measures to throttle the flow of funds to terrorist groups, the government on Monday decided to
constitute a special cell to track sponsors of terrorism and proscribed groups. “We considered
establishing a National Terrorists Financing Investigation Cell (NTFIC) to curb terror funding in the
country,” a senior official told The Express Tribune on Monday. At a meeting on terror financing in
Islamabad on Monday, Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan tasked the FIA, State Bank, FBR
and intelligence agencies to jointly operate the NTFIC through which the government will track flow
of funds between national and international banking systems. While the cell will be working at the
national and international levels, provincial authorities will assist the cell in pointing out accounts of
suspicious individuals and organisations. The provinces are also being consulted in setting up the
mechanism of the cell. The move comes after the SBP and FIA told the interior minister that the
existing Financial Monitoring Unit (FMU) was insufficient. “With the existing system [FMU], we
cannot stop terror funding,” said Nisar. Stopping terror financing is imperative to attaining the
desired results under the National Action Plan, he added. “This is difficult but not impossible.”

SBP officials presented details of suspicious bank accounts belonging to banned groups and
individuals which had been frozen. A participant toldThe Express Tribune that the central bank has
so far frozen an estimated Rs1.2 billion, including Rs6 million in suspicious funds owned by
madrassas. At a separate meeting with the FIA over human ftrafficking, provincial heads of the
agency briefed the minister on rising cases of trafficking in the country. Nisar, while giving the FIA
a month to chalk out a comprehensive strategy to counter human trafficking, directed swift action
against all those involved in sending Pakistanis abroad illegally on forged documents. In 2014-15,
the FIA said, it had arrested 46 most-wanted criminals and 1,236 proclaimed offenders involved in
human smuggling. Moreover, 1,679 people have been arrested while allegedly trafficking people.

GWADAR: Frontier Crops (FC) arrested on Tuesday at least eight militants belonging to banned
outfits during a raid in Gwadar. “The suspects were involved in terrorist activities, including an
attack on Jiwani airport near Balochistan’s Gwadar district,” a FC spokesperson told The Express
Tribune. The spokesperson said the suspects were also involved in acts of target killing and have
been taken to an unknown location for further investigation. In August, gunmen armed with
automatic weapons attacked Jiwani airport near Balochistan’s Gwadar district, killing two people.
Up to a dozen attackers torched navigation equipment at Jiwani airport in Gwadar district before
entering the building, a spokesperson for Pakistan’s Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) said.
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“The attackers entered the building and killed a superintendent and injured a supervisor critically,”
spokesperson Pervez George told AFP.

NADRA warned: Fears ISLAMABAD: Suspicions have been raised over the possibility of the entire database of Pakistani
raised over potential data nationals falling into the hands of hostile foreign spy agencies through a leak, said the country’s
leaks to hostile agencies

The Express Tribune, September
14, 2015

premier intelligence agency here. The Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) has shared its
apprehensions with the National Data base and Registration Authority chief in writing. “We [the
agency] can’t rule out the possibility of leakage of sensitive database [of Pakistanis] to hostile
agencies — the Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and
Mossad,” said a report prepared by the ISI. A copy of the report available with The Express
Tribune suggests that the doubt is based on the ground that “the thumb-digitiser system the
registration body uses was purchased from a French company of Israeli origin.” It also said that
through the connective of this important system, deliberately or unintentionally, the database could
be leaked to anyone. Worth around $10 million, the Automatic Finger Print Identification System
(AFIS) was purchased by NADRA from a French company, Segem, in 2004. Now, the ISI has
claimed that the French-based company is ‘reportedly of Israeli origin’.

NADRA has been advised by the agency to make efforts to develop indigenous software/hardware
solutions and still, if needed, such procurements in future should be made from reliable and
friendly countries rather than ‘rival’ or hostile countries. Pakistan is among a few countries that do
not recognise Israel as a ‘legitimate state’ and officially there exists no diplomatic relations
between the two countries. NADRA’s spokesperson was asked for his comments over the issue
and a questionnaire was sent to him on September 2 but the registration body did not respond it.
However, an official of the media department, who wished not to be named, said, “NADRA neither
denies nor confirms receipt of the report from the ISI over the issue.” During background
conversations over the issue, some technical experts’ associated with NADRA laughed off the ISI's
claim, saying that it was not based on an understanding of NADRA’s working and its software.
“NADRA database is a closed one, that is, it is not available on [the] internet. So, there are no
chances of hacking or leaking,” a senior technical expert claimed. In 2004, he said, NADRA
obtained security clearance of the ISI before making this purchase from the said firm. “Indeed,
Segem was the only firm until 2004 dealing in such software. In international market, there was no
other finger print recognition system available in the world,” he said.

“In 2012, I1SI had shared similar doubts and a team of their technical experts had conducted a
thorough technical audit of software NADRA was using to ensure system was safe and no
leakages or hacking was possible,” he said. The expert said Segem now worked under the name
Segem Morpho, which he claimed, was Pakistan Army’s vendor as well. “NADRA in 2013 also
gave the multi-million contract of purchase of smart cards to Segem Morpho,” he added. Automatic
Finger Print Identification System — which has a capacity to verify some seven million finger prints
in one second — was handed over to NADRA on September 7, 2004. During a ceremony, held at
NADRA headquarters, NADRA former chief Brigadier Saleem Moeen had said NADRA would now
have resources to identify any applicant by using its cutting edge technology, thus, eliminating
chances of ghost applicants/recipients. However, the claim of the ex-chairman has turned out to be
wrong and thousands of aliens including foreign militants successfully managed to register
themselves with the database in connivance with corrupt NADRA officials.

PM wants the entire ISLAMABAD: Admitting slow progress in some key areas of the National Action Plan (NAP)
country de-weaponised against terrorism, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has ordered swift legislation to purge the country of
The Express Tribune, September illegal weapons. “I want the whole country to be de-weaponised,” he told his cabinet colleagues
14, 2015 during the apex committee’s meeting held at his office on Thursday. The interior division will
formulate a draft policy for de-weaponisation of the country, and consultations with all the
provinces and stakeholders have already begun, the premier said. “There is no room for
sectarianism in Pakistan. Such organisations will not be allowed to work in the country. The
government has started taking action against them,” the premier was quoted as saying in the
minutes of the cabinet meeting. All the relevant ministries/divisions should suggest appropriate
amendments in the laws for NAP’s effective implementation, he ordered. Poor execution of nine of
the 20 areas of NAP has irked the prime minister, who directed Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali
Khan to take these points seriously.

Listing the nine weak points, the premier said a lot needs to be done as regards madrassas, the
Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority, terrorist financing, reforms in the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas, Afghan refugees, legal amendments, the National Counter-Terrorism
Authority (Nacta), religious persecution and sectarianism. The cabinet expressed satisfaction over
progress in the remaining areas of the NAP: subscriber identity modules, executions, armed
militias, speedy trial courts, hate speech, the Karachi operation, counterterrorism forces, militancy
in Punjab, glorification of terrorists, proscribed organisations and Balochistan. Terming the Karachi
operation a key part of the NAP, Nawaz urged the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) to try to
resolve their issues on the floor of the house instead of resigning from the assemblies. Senator
Mushahid Hussain Sayed, who was a member of the parliamentary committee that had formulated
the 20 points of the action plan, said: “The glass is half full, as far as the national resolve to curb,
contain and crush terrorism is concerned.”

For this campaign to reach its logical conclusion, Mushahid listed three vital factors: civil-military
harmony is indispensable, the NAP should be a one-window operation run by an anti-terror tsar,
and public opinion should be mobilised through a counter-narrative via the media. “We should
realise as a nation that it's now or never, and we can’t allow any compulsions or constraints in this
campaign. For too long our country has been hostage to self-imposed compulsions.” Now the
people are feeling a change for the better, and this factor is spawning a cautious ‘can-do’ optimism
that the country can reverse the wrongs of the past and move forward with clarity, cohesion and
commitment, he said. Former Sindh police chief Afzal Ali Shigri observed that the military is playing
a proactive role in executing the NAP. Listing various reasons of slow progress of the NAP, he

National
Journalists
Forum

z ©2015 www.alhasan.com 4%
v



17

4. ¥ 02015 www.alhasan.com
v

(<22 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

said: “As far as the first key point of de-radicalisation goes, unaddressed seminaries’ reforms are
needed. A separate department cell of the police has yet to be established to tackle sectarian
violence. Major amendments in the criminal justice system have yet to be made.” He also said that
Nacta has yet to be strengthened.

MNA ljazul Hag, who was also a member of the parliamentary committee, said the civilian
government needs to alert the provinces with louder instructions for executing the plan more
aggressively. He demanded scrutiny of hundreds of thousands of arms licences issued in the past
years. “This remains one of the main causes behind free flow of weapons that fuels violence
across the country.” On madrassa reforms, he proposed that a joint board of ministries of the
interior, religious affairs and education take up the issue. “Lack of coordination between the
government and madrassas’ representatives remains a major stumbling block to resolve this core
issue since 2005.”

National
Journalists
Forum

¢



(.2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN 18

PUBLIC SERVICES

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

Rawalpindi observes RAWALPINDI: An ‘anti-dengue’ day was observed in the garrison city on directives from the Punjab
‘anti-dengue’ day government. The day’s activities aimed to raise awareness regarding preventive measures against

. the dengue virus.The health department, other civic bodies and even the police department, put up
Daily Dawn, September 20, 2015 banners and signs within the city to inform citizens of anti-dengue measures.In addition, adviser to
the Punjab chief minister on health Khawaja Salman Raffique participated in a seminar arranged by
the Rawalpindi Medical College (RMC) in the new teaching block at the Holy Family Hospital
(HFH).Speaking at the event, Raffique said the provincial government was heavily involved in
research on how to eliminate dengue mosquitoes in the province.“Dengue preventive measures
should be adopted by the people, and they should ensure cleanliness in and around their homes.
The government is making an effort to eliminate the dengue virus, but it will be eliminated by the
collective efforts of the people and the government,” he said.Raffique said that even though the
number of patients has increased this year, there have not been any deaths from the virus. He said
that Malaysia, Thailand and other countries have witnessed many deaths due to the dengue virus,
but that Pakistan is comparatively safer. He also said that medical care for dengue patients in
government run hospitals is improving, and that the HFH is the best in this regard.Punjab Secretary
Health Jawad Raffique Malik said that Pakistani doctors are well-versed in dengue prevention as
compared to doctors in other countries. Malik said that the Punjab government was facilitating
hospitals in order to give dengue patients improved care, which has led to a satisfactory recovery
rate.

Adviser to the Punjab chief minister on dengue Dr. Waseem Akram said that many new diseases,
like dengue, were coming to the forefront and that researchers were looking for ways to curtail
contraction. Akram said that the people and the government would meet the challenges of new
diseases together, and that they would labour to make the community safer.Member National
Assembly Tahira Aurangzeb attended a seminar by the social welfare department where she urged
women to carry out preventive measures in and around their homes.She told the women in
attendance that they could play an important part in preventing dengue contraction within their
families, just by keeping an eye out for mosquitoes in the houses.Meanwhile, in a meeting to review
anti-dengue work in Rawalpindi, Punjab Minister for Labour and Manpower Raja Ashfaq Sarwar
called on local administration to take action against those whose commercial activities helped
spread dengue virus in the city.He said that the administration should take legal action against
owners of auto workshops, small industrial units, and junkyards, who failed to adopt safety
measures.The Rawalpindi Development Authority (RDA), Water and Sanitation Agency (WASA),
Rawal Town Municipal Administration, and Health and Environment Department also arranged
walks in various parts of the city and handed out pamphlets on dengue prevention.

[\ [N CYRTT RN M T 720 N CAVAR ISLAMABAD: The Rawalpindi district health department continues to struggle to control the spread
dengue cases confirmed of dengue. Moreover, the spread of the virus has now also become a potential threat for Islamabad,
where 50 cases have been confirmed so far.

in caplt‘al Out of the 50 cases reported in the capital, 20 are residents of Islamabad while the remaining live in
ExpresTribune, September nearby areas.Health experts fear that over the Eid weekend, mass movement of people from areas
20,2015 where the disease is on the rise could lead to an increase in the number of the patients in
Islamabad.According to an official at the Rawalpindi health department who asked not to be named,
during the last 24 hours, 22 fresh cases fever have been reported in the city, taking the total to
326.He said Rawal Town is one area that has been badly affected as it is host to 80 per cent of the
reported cases. “Even last year, a majority of dengue fever cases were reported from there — it
seems the area has become a hub for mosquitoes,” he said.Surveillance teams have found eight to
nine larvas from every 100 houses they visited, which shows that mosquitoes have found safe
breeding grounds inside homes, he said.“The reason is that people store water at home due to
supply shortages. This water is a potential breeding ground for mosquitoes,” he said.He further said
that the government can destroy breeding grounds which are on roads and in commercial areas, but
cannot search every house. “It is the responsibility of the inmates to take precautionary measures,”
he added.

Islamabad cases

Meanwhile talking to The Express Tribune, Dr Najeeb Durrani, the dengue surveillance cell in
charge at the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) said out of the 50 confirmed dengue cases, 11 have
been reported from urban and nine from rural Islamabad, 25 from Rawalpindi, and rest from
Charsadda, Mardan, Haripur, Mansehra and other parts of the region.

“The continuous movement of people carrying the virus has become a major threat in Islamabad,”
he said, adding that there is a need to take extra precautionary measures, especially during Eid
when there will be mass movement of people across the country.

13 hospitals sealed in ISLAMABAD: The capital Administration on Saturday sealed 13 hospitals in the city for being
Islamabad unhygienic and arrested 12 quacks.Additional Deputy Commissioner General Abdul Sattar Isani told

) APP that the ICT teams raided clinics and hospitals in areas of Bari Imam, Chatha Bakhtawar and
Daily Dawn, September 20, 2015 Sawan. During the inspections of hospitals, the teams also seized sub-standard and expired
medicines.Mr Isani said the hospitals were in pathetic conditions where the quacks were playing
with the lives of citizens.The clinic/hospitals sealed included Alwahab Clinic, Imran Clinic, Usman
Clinic, Ali Clinic, Alsabor Clinic, Saadi Clinic and Huma clinic.Similarly, Sadaat Medical Center,
Alshafa Clinic and Ahmad Medical were sealed in Sohan and Wada Rehabilitation Clinic and
Ayesha clinic were sealed in Chatha Bakhtawar.
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ISLAMABAD: The trainers and participants of a joint workshop at Comsats called for stronger
collaboration for addressing national and regional issues relating to information and Internet
security. This consensus was arranged in collaboration with the Islamic Educational Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (ISESCO), the Inter Islamic Network on Information Technology (INIT),
Comsats Institute of Information Technology (CIIT) and Statistical Economic and Social Research
and Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC), Turkey.As many as 35 international young
researchers, practitioners, academicians, system administrators and programmers working in the
field of information security belonging to Brunei Darussalam, Jordan, Nigeria, Maldives, Morocco,
Tanzania, Pakistan, Palestine and Turkey benefited from the five-day workshop concluded on
Saturday.The event provided a forum to the participating researchers and professionals to learn
about the latest advancements in Internet security, the use of state-of-the-art technologies for
protection of network and network accessible resources from different types of software attacks and
working out effective Internet nternet - information security solutions for general public, government
organisations and commercial enterprises through rigorous risk analyses and security management
approaches.During the workshop, the participants were imparted training by six resource persons
from Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and Turkey. Dr Haider Abbas from King Saud University, Saudi Arabia,
Dr Malik Najmus Saqgib from Comsats Pakistan, Zafar Mir, Asad Raza from School of Electrical
Engineering and Computer Science (SEECS), NUST, Pakistan; Udur Altun from Cyber Security
Institute, Turkey; and Yakup Korkmaz from Cyber Security Institute, Turkey.The training modules
covered various important subjects relating to organisational security, cryptography and network
security, ethical hacking, cyber and information security design principles and security information
and event management systems.

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Development Authority Director Afzal Nadeem and other officers of the
authority organized a walk on Saturday. PML-N Senator Najma Hameed also participated in walk,
which began from RDA'’s office towards Committee Chowk. As many as 2,000 pamphlets and
banners were distributed among pedestrians and travellers on Murree Road.

MINGORA: Another case of dengue fever has surfaced in Swat on Saturday, bringing the total
number of cases from the district to 11 this year.

An official of Saidu Teaching Hospital (STH) told The Express Tribunethat a patient was shifted to a
facility in critical condition. “He has been identified as Pardesh,” he said. “He was admitted to the
dengue ward and was later shifted to the ICU.”The case has been reported from Rajaabad on the
outskirts of Mingora.

According to the official, around 10 dengue patients, including two women, have been sent home
from STH after being successfully treated.“A large number of cases emerged from areas such as
Rajaabad this year,” he said. “Over the past few years, only a small number of cases were reported
from this region. However, the area has not been declared dengue-free.”The official said the virus
has spread to areas where it was not prevalent in the past. “Dengue has shifted from sensitive areas
to places which were relatively dengue-free in the past,” he said. “This is an alarming sign.”He urged
the district government to take immediate action.

“The district government had imposed Section 144 against the accumulation of freshwater in
previous years to prevent the virus from spreading,” he said.Furthermore, the official pressed the
relevant authorities to initiate an awareness campaign.“People need to take all the necessary
precautions against the virus.” He said. “It is an alarming sign when the number of patients suffering
from dengue increases beyond a dozen.”

Punjab chief minister’s adviser on health, Khawaja Salman Rafique, on Saturday stressed the need
for focus on medical research for effective control of dengue.Addressing a public awareness
seminar organised by the Rawalpindi Medical College at Holy Family Hospital in connection with
Anti-Dengue Day, Rafique said doctors, nurses, paramedics and the community had collectively
faced the challenge of dengue in Rawalpindi and despite a large number of dengue patients it was
encouraging that no loss of life occurred. He said their success reflected expertise and professional
excellence.

Rafique said that due to the collective efforts of the government departments, public awareness
regarding dengue had increased and the situation was improving gradually as people had started
adopting precautionary measures to check dengue.The adviser said that doctors of government
hospitals in Rawalpindi especially in the Holy Family Hospital rendered tremendous services to
protect the lives of dengue patients. He said the condition of dengue patients was improving fast
due to the efforts of the doctors. He said a number of deaths due to dengue had been reported in
Malaysia, Thailand and other countries, but by the grace of God dengue situation in Punjab was
under control.Rafique further said the chief minister was keenly watching the whole situation
personally.

Punjab Health Secretary Jawwad Rafique Malik, Rawalpindi Commissioner Sajid Zafar Dal, Chief
Minister Dengue Research Cell Incharge Prof Wasim Akram, RMC Principal Prof Dr Mohammad
Umer, Additional Director General Dengue Control Dr Islam Zafar, EDO Health and other senior
doctors were present at the seminar which was attended by a large number of doctors, nurses,
paramedics and medical students.

Speaking on the occasion, Secretary Health Jawwad Rafique Malik said that Pakistani doctors and
public health experts learnt very fast as compared to other countries. He said even Sri Lankan
medical experts had acknowledged the capabilities of the medical experts of Punjab. He assured
that more nurses would be deployed in the Holy Family Hospital besides provision of funds for the
procurement of bio-medical equipment.Prof Wasim Akram said there were a number of vector-borne
diseases that could be prevented through community participation.Prof Mohammad Umer informed
about the medical treatment facilities being extended to the dengue patients at the hospital.
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LAHORE: The Punjab government has directed the private educational institutions to withdraw
raise in tuition fee. The government issued directives either to refund the amount charged from
students within seven days or adjust to the next payable fee. The government also announced
operation in the province on Monday (tomorrow) for implementing the decision on freezing fee at
2014-15 position.Three teams have been set up for Lahore, two for each of the big districts and one
for the smaller ones.The Punjab Private Educational Institutions (Promotion and Regulation)
(Amendment) Ordinance 2015 promulgated on Saturday imposed some new restrictions on the
private educational institutions. As per the Ordinance, private educational institutions are required to
get registered with the Registration Authority. For institutions not registered, the in-charge will apply
for the same within 45 days and the Registering Authority will decide the case within 60 days after
filing of the application. However, the institutions can continue to function till the decision of the
application.The private educational institutions cannot increase tuition fee without prior approval
from the Registering Authority. In case there is a reasonable justification for appropriate increase in
the fee, the institution should apply to the Registering Authority at least three months prior to the
start of next academic year. The Registering Authority will fix the maximum fee to be charged by an
institution or a category of institutions from the students. The admission fee or the security shall not
exceed the amount equal to the tuition fee for a month. The fee includes admission fee, tuition fee,
security, laboratory fee, library fee or any other fee or amount charged by an institution from a
student. The institution cannot force parents to purchase textbooks, uniform or other material from a
particular shop or provider. Any persons aggrieved by a final order of the Registering Authority, can
file an appeal to the Commissioner of the division within 30 days. The Commissioner will decide the
appeal within 30 days which will be final.

The Registering Authority after providing reasonable opportunity ofdefense can impose
administrative penalty up to Rs20,000 per day to the institution for violation of the Ordinance. If the
violation continues for over 30 days, the Registering Authority, in addition to any other action or
penalty, shall file a complaint against the institution in the court of magistrate. The court can impose
fine from Rs2,00,000 to Rs2 million. If the institution is being run without registration, the owner will
be liable to punishment of fine from Rs3,00,00 to Rs4 million. The Registering Authority cannot
impose penalty or fine without giving an opportunity of hearing.All Pakistan Private Schools
Federation has rejected the Ordinance, saying the new restrictions were contrary to the spirit of the
constitution and violation of basic rights. President APPSF Mirza Kashif Ali said that the new
restrictions and crackdown was enmity with education and a conspiracy against private institutions.
“Undue interference of administration for reducing fee is injustice. Providing education is
constitutional responsibility of the government. Private institutions are helping the government in
providing education. Government should stop using force against private schools. We are ready to
bring fee to the position of last year if government gives relief like tax exemption”, Mirza Kashif Ali
said.

ISLAMABAD: The inspection team of the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) raided
medical stores on Friday and confiscated the stock of a drug which was being sold at 50 per cent
higher than the official rate.The chief executive officer (CEO), DRAP, Dr Mohammad Aslam claimed
that the raid was part of a recently established surveillance mechanism.He said the regulatory
authority would soon establish a public complaint cell where people could report sale of spurious,
expired, fake and unregistered and overpriced medicines.According to official statement, the team
inspected prices of the medicines at the medical stores and pharmacies located in the Chak
Shahzad area. During the inspection the team found a locally manufactured drug (10 tablets) being
sold at Rs230 whereas its official price was Rs150.“The inspectors seized the available stock of the
drug under Drug Act 1976,” the statement said, adding the team also collected samples of different
medicines of local and multinational companies for test/ analysis.Dr Aslam while talking to Dawn
said: “We have decided to set up a public complaint cell which will be inaugurated by national health
services minister next month. Patients, doctors, laboratories will be requested to submit their
complaints,” he said.“Moreover, the complainants names will be kept secret to encourage the
pharmaceutical companies staff to file complaints,” he said.

LAHORE (Staff Report): The Punjab government has announced to establish a Knowledge Park in
Lahore for promotion of education and research activities in the province.Chairing a high-level
meeting in Lahore, Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif said 21 billion rupees will be allocated in
three years for this state of the art park.He directed the authorities concerned to complete design of
this project at the earliest.He expressed the confidence that this investment will prove to be a
milestone in the education sector.

LAHORE: The Information Technology University (ITU) Lahore has launched Pakistan edition of
“MIT Technology Review” during a fabulous ceremony held at Arfa Software Technology Park on
Saturday.Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Reforms Ahsan Igbal was the chief guest
while ITU Vice Chancellor and Punjab IT Board (PITB) Chairman Dr Umar Saif hosted the
ceremony. The United States Counsel General Lahore Zackry Kerkenrider and Higher Education
Commission (HEC) of Pakistan Chairman Dr Mukhtar Ahmad were among other distinguished
guests who honored the occasion.While addressing the ceremony, the minister said that Pakistan
has become a progressing country that is well-positioned to rank among top 25 economies of the
world by 2025 due to our visionary policies that stand on strategic economic roadmap, sustainable
growth and a conductive investment environment. He said that the modern technology had been
made an integral part of those policies as sustainable development can’'t go a long way without
inclusion of contemporary research and technology.Congratulating the IT University on starting
publication of a world renowned magazine, he said that it would rightly play the same role here as it
had done in USA and other developing countries. The minister said that the journal would enable us
how to focus on new trends of modern technology and how it could be commercialised within our
own designs. He hoped that the initiative taken by the ITU and PITB will equally provide a broad
base for guidance and policy making to the whole country. He assured the Planning Commission of
Pakistan would please to collaborate with the ITU in technology based development projects.Earlier
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ITU Vice Chancellor Dr Umar Saif while welcoming the participants said that “The Technology
Review” is a flagship of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) launched in 1899 from
USA and available in six languages in 147 countries as the authority on the future of technology that
attracts an informed, influential audience of business executives, technology innovators, and
thought leaders. He said that “we are pleased to announce that the ITU is the first IT University of
Pakistan of its kind and also the first to launch a world standard IT magazine from Pakistan.”

Dr Saif told that the ITU offers about 40 undergraduate programs within 5 faculties as well as 97
graduate and 62 doctorate programs within 5 graduate schools. The university seeks to nurture an
environment of high-tech research and entrepreneurship with its state-of-the art facilities, world
class faculty, its in-house start-up incubator and well-established government and industry linkages.
“ITU was thus formed to enable Pakistani youth to develop such solutions and also to cater to the
acute shortage of trained manpower faced by Pakistan’s IT industry” he saidHe also said that the
university aims to foster a new generation of IT engineers and entrepreneurs who will help transform
the economic and technical landscape of Pakistan. ITU believes very strongly in academic
collaborations with other national and international institutions. To this end, a Memorandum of
Understanding has been signed between ITU and the Middle-East Technical University (METU) to
form an academic collaboration so we are pleased to launch a licensed version of the world
renowned publication that will cater all these objectives,” he said.The US counsel general said that
the MIT Tech Review would form new horizons of collaboration between US and Pakistan in the
field of research, academia, technology, innovation and entrepreneurship. He said that the US
government will continue its cooperation for the well performing educational institutions in Pakistan
as it believes that the academia should be backed up for sustainable development.HEC Chairman
Dr Mukhtar Ahmad declared the event as path breaking in the histories of Pakistani universities and
hoped the Tech Review would become a model for others in the field of international academic and
scientific research and scholarship. He extended his full cooperation to make it a success and a tool
for change in Pakistan. The distinguished guests were awarded with the souvenirs by the VC of ITU.

LAHORE: US Consul General Zachary Harkenrider has said that USA is well aware of the energy
crisis being witnessed by Pakistan and ready to provide every possible assistant in this regard.He
was speaking at the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry. US diplomat said that most of the
US assistance to Pakistan is focused on energy that is a must for economic growth of the country.
US Consul General said that there is a great scope for stronger trade and economic ties between
the two countries and private sector can play an important role in this regard. Speaking on the
occasion, the LCCI President ljaz A. Mumtaz said that US Consulate was playing commendable
role in developing working relations with various segments of the society in general and business
community in particular. ljaz A. Mumtaz urged the US Consulate to start the visa processing facility
at US Consulate Lahore Office as Lahore based business community has to go to Islamabad for
obtaining visa from US Embassy while US Consulate Karachi is processing visas.He said that USA
has been a very important trading partner of Pakistan since decades. Regarding top exporting and
importing countries; the USA comes at 1st and 8th places respectively. He said that Pakistan
exported to the tune of US$ 3.75 billion and imported goods worth US$ 1.67 billion from USA in
2013. The LCCI President said that there are very few countries against whom Pakistan
experiences favourable balance of trade. USA tops this list with a total worth of US$ 2.1 billion. He
said that considering the role, Pakistan has been playing for USA in various fields; Pakistan
business community expect to have greater access to US market. He said that Business to
Business contacts hold key to exploit the untapped potential of trade. For that matter, frequent
exchange of trade delegations was very important. He said that last year, a trade delegation from
Lahore Chamber visited US and the delegates had successful meetings with their American
counterparts. He said that visits of delegations from US to Pakistan on reciprocal basis could play
important role to increase the mutual trade.

ISLAMABAD: Rawal Town Municipal Administration has restricted entry of the traders involved in
the business of selling sacrificial animals to avoid dengue, traffic jam and security in the city
areas. According to the Town Municipal Administrator, the ban was imposed in the city to maintain
cleanliness and avoid dengue, pollution. Town Administration had sealed cattle market unauthorized
points after receiving information, he said.Meanwhile, residents of the area told APP that this year,
the rates of the sacrificial animals are so high. "The prices of the animals are not fixed due to which
this year, we cannot celebrate Eid in a befitting manner, " they said. Traders involved in the
business of selling animals said: "We have to spend a lot of money on the fodder, loading, un-
loading and other necessary things of the animals while traveling to other city for the purpose of
earning some money." A trader said: "Selling sacrificial animals at lowest rates after high
expenditure was not affordable." - APP

RAWALPINDI: More than 58 new dengue fever patients have been reported at government
hospitals in Rawalpindi, bringing the tally to 364 in three hospitals.At this time last year, a total of
nine patients were reported from August to mid-September.

Despite the Punjab government's efforts, the dengue virus is spreading, and doctors fear more
patients will be admitted within the next few weeks, when the mercury is down.At the Holy Family
Hospital (HFH), 180 dengue fever patients were reported over the last three weeks, and more than
57 patients are still in the hospital.At Benazir Bhutto Hospital (BBH), 150 patients arrived, and 35
have been in isolation wards for the last two days.At the District Headquarters (DHQ) Hospital, 34
patients were brought in from various parts of the city and are still under treatment.No dengue fever
fatalies have been reported in government-run hospitals. Data from private hospitals is
unavailable.The district health department and local administration have no mechanism to check
private hospitals’ records.There is also no record of dengue patients maintained at the Rawalpindi
Cantonment General Hospital and Railways General Hospital.Doctors have advised people to take
precautionary measures to avoid contracting the virus.In particular, they directed the people to wear
full sleeved shirts in the morning and evening, and ensure that their homes and its surrounding area
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is clean and that water is drained from the roof and from flower pots.

PESHAWAR: More than 25,000 people refused to vaccinate their children with the anti-polio
vaccines so far in the on going three day immunisation drive in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP).According to EPI incharge Raheem Khattak, at least 25,800 parents from 19 districts of KP did
not allow the health workers to administer polio drops to their children under the age of five.Khattak
said that more than 0.2 million children could not be administered the vaccine due to their
unavailability at homes while about 4.2 million children were vaccinated in the three day door to
door campaign.He added that the drive will continue despite hurdles in the districts where refusal
cases have been reported.A three-day polio immunisation drive kicked off in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) province on Monday amid tight security.The total number of cases registered in Pakistan
during the current year are 32, with the last two reported in Khyber Agency.A report on September 8
stated that Fata recorded 179 polio cases and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had 68 cases of the 306
reported countrywide in 2014. In 2013 the tally was 65 and 11 cases respectively, out of the 93
cases registered at national level.Khyber Pakhtunkhwa also registered 27 cases and Fata had 20
cases of polio in the nationwide tally of 58 cases in 2012.Fata along with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was
declared the hub of polio virus, which poses risk to children in the countries that had long been
declared polio-free.Pakistan is one of only three countries in the world where polio remains endemic
but efforts to eradicate the disease have been severely hindered in recent years as militants
continue to attack immunisation teams and polio workers.

ISLAMABAD: Germany will loan 40 million euros to Pakistan for the rehabilitation of the Warsak
hydroelectric power station built over half a century ago on River Kabul in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.The
Germans will also give a grant of 10m euros for the rehabilitation of the temporarily displaced
persons (TDPs) in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata). Another 10m euros will go to
KP’s regional infrastructure fund which aims to strengthen the implementation capacities of the
district administration and enhance people’s participation in the decision-making process at the
district level. The agreements, which add up to Rs7 billion approximately, were signed on
Wednesday during the Pak-German talks. Finance Minister Ishaq Dar headed the Pakistani side in
talks and Deputy Minister for Economic and Development Cooperation, Thomas Silberhorn, led the
German side. Funds will come from the KfW Development Bank.According to Wapda, this is the
second time that Warsak hydroelectric power station will be renovated. They plan to overcome
several problems, including regaining the capacity loss of 30MW with reliable annual energy
generation of 1,144GWh, upgrade and modernise the old system, and achieve another life cycle of
30 to 40 years.The Warsak dam and hydroelectric power station was initially financed by the
Canadian government under the Colombo Plan and was built in two phases in 1960. The current
rehabilitation work will be financed by Germany, France and the European Union.Pak-German
bilateral negotiations will be held in Berlin from Oct 28-30 to explore avenues of expanding bilateral
socio and economic cooperation. During the meeting with Mr Dar, the German minister said the two
countries would mutually benefit from closer ties built on development cooperation, increased trade
and intensified business contacts.Pakistan has embarked on structural reforms in areas of
governance, tax and energy which were needed to reach the country’s full growth potential.
“Progress is appreciable, but more needs to be done so that all citizens of the country benefit from
these reforms,” said Mr Silbernhorn.Mr Dar appreciated the German government’s assistance with
the TDPs and development work in Fata.

FAISALABAD: A large number of employees of the Faisalabad Electric Supply Company (Fesco)
and their colleagues of different Discos took out a protest rally on Wednesday against the proposed
privatization of the company.Carrying banners and placards against the privatization, the protestors
blocked traffic at the District Council and chanted slogans against the government.Addressing the
protesters, All Pakistan Wapda Hydro Electric Workers Union secretary Khursheed Ahmed said the
government should not privatize Fesco, lesco and Lesco on the pressure of the IMF as privatization
had not benefited Pakistan.He said the government should reduce rates of electricity and take
urgent steps to end loadshedding in the country.He said the electricity was mandatory for the public,
agriculture, trade and industry and it was the responsibility of the government to ensure this
facility.“If the government can run billions of rupees metro bus systems in Islamabad and Lahore,
then why it wants to hand over the profitable Discos to the influential people,” he asked.Suggesting
viable alternative to privatization, he said the government should hand over such companies to
Wapda and introduce reforms.He threatened to stage a long march on Islamabad if the government
failed to resolve the issue of privatization through dialogues.Employees of Mepco, Sepco, Pesco,
lesco and other Discos also took part in the protest and vowed to continue their struggle to save
companies from privatization.

SAHIWAL: A woman and her four-year-old daughter electrocuted when live wires fell on them in
Masoom Nagar, Pakpattan, on Wednesday. More than three dozen villagers also suffered electric
shocks while all electric appliances were damaged due to a malfunction in the voltage
supplies.Villagers said 220-volt power wires melted because of a sudden surge in voltage and burnt
wires fell on Farhat Bibi and her four-year-daughter Anam. Both suffered burn wounds and died at
the scene. More than three dozen people suffered electric shocks when they touched electric
appliances.A few days back, the village transformer broke down. The Multan Electric Power
Company (Mepco) repaired and installed it on Tuesday evening. On Wednesday, the voltage
malfunction occurred which burnt pole wires.The villagers protested against Mepco and demanded
a high-level inquiry into the situation.Sub-Divisional Officer Zahid Sharif refused to comment.

PESHWAR: Due to maintenance work, power supply from 132 KV Peshawar City Grid Station will
remained suspended on September 17 from 7:00 A.M to 12:00 P.M. resultantly the consumers of 11
KV Zaryab feeders will face inconvenience.Similarly, power supply will also remain suspended from
132 KV Peshawar Fort Grid Station September 17 from 8:00 A.M to 12:00 P.M resultantly the
consumers of 11 KV Chowk Yadgar, Akhunabad,Gulbahar-1,2, Sikandar Pura, Qissa Khani, Shuba
feeders will face inconvenience.Furthermore, power supply will also remain suspended from 132 KV
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Peshawar Fort Grid Station September 19 from 8:00 A.M to 12:00 P.M. resultantly the consumers of
11 KV Kakshal and Abasin feeders will face inconvenience. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Education Atlas 2015, launched on Wednesday, shows 4 per cent increase
in the enrolment rate in Pakistan.Launched by Ministry of Federal Education and Professional
Training and the World Food Programme (WFP) in collaboration with partners, the ‘Pakistan
Education Atlas 2015’ is the outcome of the continued joint collaboration between the National
Education Management Information Systems (NEMIS) at the Academy of Educational Planning and
Management (AEPAM) Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training, and Vulnerability
Analysis and Mapping (VAM) Unit of the UN World Food Programme. It is the latest and fourth
version of the series of this collaboration since 2010.The report has come at the time when progress
on the Millennium Development Goal's (MDGs) is being assessed. Pakistan has failed to meet its
MDGs for education. The report details the situation of education in each district as well as presents
a comprehensive national outline.The report reveals that 39 per cent of the total government
primary schools have no drinking water facility while 35 per cent are without toilet, 46 per cent do
not have electricity and 34 per cent lack boundary walls.

The report says that in Pakistan, although the number of out-of-school children is falling (from 6.7
million in 2012-13 to 6.1 million in 2013-14) and efforts are underway in getting more out-of-school
children to schools yet the progress is too slow to achieve Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
by the end of 2015. According to the report, 28 per cent of the children of age group 5-9 are out-of-
school in the country and the survival rate of students between Grade 1 to Grade 5 is only 62 per
cent. The average Pupil-Teacher Ratio in the country is 37 to one. In his speech, WFP Country
Director Lola Castro said that education is a critical determinant of household livelihood and food
security. “An educated family has a better chance of securing access to food and its better
utilization. Against this backdrop WFP is supporting the government’s plans to bring improvement in
education sector,” she said.She termed the Pakistan Education Atlas 2015 a unique tool that allows
researchers and policymakers access to the decentralised information on educational planning
indicators. “By going through the findings of the atlas, they can focus education interventions across
the country in areas identified through emerging social patterns with respect to population and
geographic data,” she said.

KARACHI: The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Thursday broke ground at
Mehran University of Engineering and Technology (MUET) of a new USAID-funded building that will
house the U.S. Pakistan Center for Advanced Studies in Water, according to press statement.The
Center for Advanced Studies in Water was recently established by USAID, MUET and the University
of Utah.“This project is another example of the long-term commitment of the United States to
helping Pakistan address its development priorities,” said USAID Mission Director to Pakistan John
Groarke. “This facility will help address Pakistan’'s urgent needs for improved access to
water.”"USAID will equip the new facility at the university’s Institute of Water Resources Engineering
and Management with state-of-the-art laboratories and research facilities.Mr. Groarke met with
MUET Vice Chancellor Muhammad Aslam Ugaili and Institute Director Bakhshal Lashari as well as
Master's and Ph.D students.Earlier in the day, Mr. Groarke visited the Sindh University’s Elsa Kazi
campus to inaugurate the USAID-funded Faculty of Education building.While there, he met with Vice
Chancellor Abida Taherani, Faculty of Education Dean Parveen Munshi and students.The
administration and academic blocks house 10 classrooms, four labs, a conference room, multi-
purpose hall, learning resource center and separate common rooms for boys and girls.Ramps and
elevator ensure access to students with special needs, while the design makes full use of natural
light and good ventilation to maximize energy efficiency.USAID is providing $45 million to construct
and rehabilitate 17 new faculty of education buildings across Pakistan.The state-of-the-art,
environmentally friendly, low-maintenance facilities all have media libraries and fully equipped
laboratories. This will deliver a quality learning environment to more than 5,000 students and 300
faculty members.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Petroleum, Shahid Khagan Abbasi Thursday said ten cargo
ships of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) have arrived while the import target for this year is 30 such
ships.Addressing a press conference, Shahid Khagan Abbasi said the previous governments kept
trying for 10 years to get LNG but the incumbent government succeeded in bringing the much-
needed fuel in just twenty months.He said the LNG terminal was also built in a record period and
that the country’s electricity shortage will be overcome with the construction of second such
terminal.Declaring LNG as the best option to plug gas shortage, he said oil mafia in the country is
against availability of cheap electricity to the people.He said due to the present gas shortage, the
system is unable to generate 18,010 MW electricity.

ISLAMABAD: Confirming that there were two major irritants on the part of the government that
hampered a long-term supply contract with Qatar for liquefied natural gas (LNG), Petroleum Minister
Shahid Khagan Abbasi claimed to have received threats as well as offers of financial rewards from
oil mafia in exchange for giving up on the LNG project.Speaking at a press conference — his second
in as many days — the minister criticised PTI chief Imran Khan for issuing “irresponsible statements
unbecoming of a national leader” regarding Qatar and said that Pakistan was receiving messages
asking that the country not be brought into disrepute, irrespective of whether or not the government
was interested in the LNG purchases.“There is an oil mafia... | was lured and intimidated not to work
on the LNG terminal,” said the minister, adding that he was offered monetary benefits in exchange
for signing some summaries that were brought before him. Asked why, being a federal minister, he
did not expose such people, he said he preferred to deliver instead of wasting time.The minister
said he had held a meeting with Saeed Mehdi, chairman of the Sui Northern Gas Pipelines
(SNGPL) board of directors, and had asked him to take care of the board and the company’s
management, which could not deliver on LNG import.He said that SNGPL'’s system losses on the
distribution network were more than 20 per cent, but the management put its average losses at
around 11c.Mr Abbasi said the government was in negotiations with Qatar Gas for a long-term LNG
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sale-purchase agreement for 15 years, but it was being hampered by two major impediments.Firstly,
he said, the ministries of petroleum, finance and power were required to finalise a payment
mechanism for LNG import. “We have not been able to do this as of today,” he said.Secondly, he
said, the government was required to ensure standby letters of credit payable to Qatar Gas, while
similar SBLCs were to be issued by independent power producers (IPPs) under the gas-supply
agreement. He said this had also not been done thus far because LNG tariffs had not been
determined by the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra)He said that on the basis of tariff
determination, PSO would be authorised to notify LNG rates every month based on the value of the
previous month’s cargo, as was the case with petroleum pricing.

Mr Abbasi said that over the past 10 years, three governments had made five attempts to import
LNG and failed, but the current government had succeeded in importing the gas within 20 months,
which was a boon given that domestic gas reserves were fast-depleting and all sectors such as
fertiliser, electricity, transport and others were suffering.He said the PML-N government was able to
run 600MW power plants on LNG this year, which had been closed last year. He claimed that at any
price, LNG would provide an annual $1billion in savings. He said the price of LNG was less than
that of the gas which would be obtained from the proposed Iranian and Turkmenistan pipelines.He
said the petroleum ministry had anticipated teething problems at the outset and hence committed
only 200MMcfd of LNG for first year under the terminal agreement with Engro, saying that
otherwise, the terminal had the capacity to process 600 million cubic feet per day. He said that
despite a number of problems, LNG imports were only half a ship behind the committed schedule.
Eleven ships had been brought thus far and 13 more were expected during the remaining six
months ending in March 2016.He said the terminal charges secured in Pakistan were the lowest
among 40 or so similar terminals operating across the globe. He also said that the terminal contract
was not changed after the bidding process as was the case with many past agreements.He said the
additional LNG imports would ensure that three 3,600MW power plants would be operational in the
summer of 2017. He said these plants would have the highest-guaranteed efficiency of 52.5pc, the
most secured in Pakistan.The minister conceded that port charges for LNG were quite high as some
cargos were charged at $1 million and others at $700,000, compared to the $100,000 being
charged to oil cargos. He said that LNG suppliers had previously demanded a $750m guarantee,
which had now been reduced to $50m, or the equivalent of two shiploads of LNG, because of the
government’s good reputation.The minister said the government could secure cheaper LNG through
negotiations but was constrained by procurement rules that required bidding, which had peculiar
problems with such a product.

Powerlooms again shut FAISALABAD: Powerloom factories in Sidhar sector have again been closed owing to the tussle
over machine cleaning between the owners and the workers on the issue of cleanliness and oiling of the looms.Earlier,
Daily Dawn, September 16, 2015 looms remained closed for more than three weeks in last month.The Labour Qaumi Movement
(LQM) has staged two sit-ins — one outside the press club and second at the Sidhar Bypass—against
the closure of factories and registration of extortion cases against the workers.Talking to Dawn,
Abuzar Ghafari, the LQM spokesman, said workers were being penalised by the administration at
the behest of the powerloom owners. He said acting SSP (Operations) Malik Awais had investigated
the applications filed by the powerloom owners for registration of extortion cases against the
workers.He said the SSP had found all such applications baseless as the loom owners failed to
prove that the LQM people were demanding extortion. However, he said, now police had registered
cases against the workers which was injustice.Thekariwala police registered two extortion cases on
last Friday against about one dozen LQM leaders on the direction of the courts. However, no arrest
has been made so far.On Aug 8 last, loom owners had gone on strike for more than three weeks
against the demands of extortion by the LQM leaders.With the intervention of City Police Officer
Afzaal Kausar and DCO Noorul Amin Mengal the LQM and loom owners had agreed to reopen
factories.

Waheed Khalig, chairman of the Council of Loom Owners Association, said the situation was going
from bad to worse for the factory owners in Faisalabad owing to weakness of the administration
which had failed to net the extortionists attached with the LQM who were posing as labour leaders.
He said loom owners had to approach the court for registration of cases against the extortionists
and police registered two cases but hesitating to arrest them.Such elements were creating problems
for the millers and the workers as both were ready to work following the fast approaching Eidul
Azha, Mr Khaliq said. He said now workers were being instigated to stop oiling and cleaning the
looms that was mandatory to keep the machinery efficient and functional.Ghafari said loom owners
had been using workers for different assignments only to save money. The LQM had asked the
powerloom owners on Sep 1 to employ oilmen, loaders and cleaners and categorically said none of
the workers would perform such jobs after Sep 10.He said instead of employing workers the factory
owners preferred to close their units. He said the looms were closed since the Saturday and the
owners were forcing the labourers to perform the jobs which were against the rules. He said
government had categorised the jobs of powerloom workers who would only weave the fabric.

Specialised training for KARACHI: Pakistan faces a serious shortage of emergency healthcare professionals and there is a
NG A A R -« Ml dire need for specialised training for the staff to handle different types of emergencies.This was one
Daily Dawn, September 16, 2015 of the key messages delivered by experts at the Aga Khan. University’s two-day annual emergency
medicine conference that began on Tuesday.Titled ‘Integrating Clinical Care and Public Health in
Emergency Medicine’, the conference was organised by the university’s departments of emergency
medicine and continuing professional education in collaboration with Johns Hopkins University and
Fogarty JHU-Pak International Collaborative Trauma and Injury Research Training
Programme.Starting off with a detailed presentation on improving patient outcomes in emergency
medicine, a renowned emergency medicine expert associated with the Johns Hopkins University
School of Medicine in the US, Dr Junaid A.Razzak, stressed the need for training personnel in
emergency care.“Currently emergency medicine training programme is available only at two private
hospitals and is likely to produce no more than four to six residents a year. The country, however,
needs 15,000 to 30,000 emergency physicians. Just for teaching hospitals, about 5,000 emergency
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medicine consultants are needed today,” he said.He said critical interventions that could help save
lives that included getting the right team for the complex operations of the emergency department
and engaging in pre-hospital care.

Dr Marcus Ong, an emergency physician associated with the Singapore General Hospital,
highlighted the challenges in pre-hospital care in South Asia. Poor outcomes in the field, he said,
were directly linked to a lack of strategic investment in the specific field, absence of clinical
leadership and low public awareness.Tracing the history of emergency medical service (the practice
of medicine outside the hospital) in Singapore, he said the Island country started off with a hospital-
based emergency medical service in 1917 and later a trauma ambulance service was started in
1928.Dr Ong, who had done extensive research on emergency medicine in the UK and the US
before developing a proposal of a world class pre-hospital emergency care system for his own
country, said children in Singapore were trained in lifesaving techniques such as CPR
(cardiopulmonary resucitation).“Survival rates could be increased multiple times if there is a
coordinated response to a disaster,” he said in reply to a question.At the plenary sessions,
discussions were held on violence against women (VAW) and the challenges posed by infectious
disease emergencies.Dr Yasmin Zaidi from the Centre for Gender and Policy Studies, Islamabad,
elaborated upon the various forms of VAW and shared with the audience findings of some relevant
studies.The absence of standardised indicators to measure VAW, she said, was a major hindrance
to collecting accurate data on the scale of violence against women and that was finally done in 2014
when the United Nations set up nine indicators to measure VAW.

USAID hands over 2 power transformers for Mardan to NTDCL

PESHAWAR: Asian Development Bank (ADB) has agreed to provide technical assistance to
Pakhtunkhwa Energy Development Organisation (PEDO) in utilization of available resources in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for power generation.ADB has suggested to PEDO to chalk out 15-year
energy development roadmap to expeditiously execute the important projects in energy sector in the
province, an official of PEDO said here on Tuesday.lt was said that ADB would hire services of
international consultants for development in energy sector in KP. The consultants would utilize hydel
and solar resources available in the province and provide energy in the deprived areas.The official
further said that small power generation houses would also be installed at community level while
ADB would assist in preparation of feasibility studies for different projects in power sector besides
providing technical assistance and investment.PEDO would work as strategic alliance between the
government of KP and ADB for development of Energy Roadmap, he added.Meanwhile, US Agency
for International Development Mission Director to Pakistan John Groarke inaugurated two new auto
transformers for the 220 kV grid station Mardan. He also presented tools and trucks to power
distribution companies in a ceremony held Tuesday at 500 kV Rawat Grid Station, near Rawalpindi.

The U.S. government is helping the National Transmission and Despatch Company Limited
(NTDCL) to upgrade its network to accommodate Pakistan's increasing demand for electricity.“The
U.S Government is proud to work with government of Pakistan to increase the generation,
transmission and distribution of power and to improve its delivery to the people of Pakistan, said
Mission Director Groark during his visit. The USAID Director received briefings on the new auto
transformer from MD NTDCL Engineer Muhammad Arshad Chaudhry while having tour of 500 kV
grid station Rawat. He was also briefed about live line maintenance tools and truck. USAID has
provided training, equipment and vehicles to enhance the capacity of LESCO, QESCO, MEPCO
and SEPCO. The assistance to NTDCL is an example of US support for the government of
Pakistan's efforts to increase power generation and improve its delivery to consumers. US have
funded programmes have supported the completion of Satpara and Gomal Zam Dams, helped the
rehabilitation of Tarbela and Mangla Dam's power plants alongwith Guddu, Jamshoro and
Muzaffargarh thermal power plantsManaging Director NTDCL Engineer Muhammad Arshad
Chaudhry also spoke during the ceremony and said USAID is working with the govt of Pakistan for
economic and social progress. He thanked USAID for close coordination and consistent support of
the agency in various NTDCL projects including procurement of critical and emergent nature of
equipment, strategic business plan, and study on integration of renewable energy with national grid,
financial of transmission lines for evacuation of power from wind power projects and training and
handing over latest software etc. He said that current inauguration of 2 transformers of 250 MVA
transformers and repair of one 160 MVA damaged transformer will add 660 MVA to the capacity of
NTDCL system which will be very helpful to improve the voltage profile and reduce load shedding in
district Mardan and other relevant areas. - APP/PPI

PESHAWAR: National Accountability Bureau Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (NAB-KP) Tuesday arrested Ex-
Vice Chancellor Hazara University Dr. Ihsan Ali, Ex-Vice Chancellor Hazara University Professor Dr.
Syed Sakhawat Shah, Dr. Muhammad Aziz Khan Chairman NIMS College of Medicines Abbottabad
and Professor Hamayun Zia Ex-Chairman Higher Education Regulatory Authority (HERA) over
misuse of powers.The accused persons were allegedly involved in misuse of authority and cheating
public at large by luring students to get admission in an illegal and unregistered medical institution
depriving their parents of more than Rs550 million, NAB-KP spokesman said.During the course of
inquiry and investigation it came to surface that Ex Vice Chancellors Hazara University Prof. Dr
lhsan Ali and Prof. Dr Sakhawat Shah without any medical faculty / mandate as provided in KMU
Act 2006 granted affiliation to National Institute of Medical Sciences (NIMS) Abbottabad with ulterior
motives and conducted examination of an illegal Medical Institute, NIMS.They abetted with the
illegal medical college in not only depriving parents of their hard earned money but played with the
future of the innocent students by wasting their precious time.lt was also discovered that the
accused Dr Muhammad Aziz Khan, Chairman of the illegal Medical Institute, NIMS, willfully indulged
in illegal business for monitory gains by admitting students without any lawful mandate prior to
recognition of the institute as envisaged in PM&DC Ordinance, 1962 and the Apex court's judgment
2007.

Furthermore, the accused Hamayun Zia, Ex Chairman HERA in connivance with others illegally
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registered NIMS by overlooking serious criteria for registration and also failed to pay periodic
regulatory visits.The accused person would be produced before the Accountability Courts for
physical custody. - APP

LAHORE: Scores of chemists, retailers and distributors observed a province-wide strike on Monday
against amendments proposed by the Punjab government in the Drugs Act 1976.A rally was
organised in Lahore also at Lohari medicine market and participants warned to intensify the
agitation if the amendments were not withdrawn.The call of strike was jointly given by the Punjab
Chemist Council, the Pakistan Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association (PPMA), Drugs
Distributors and Wholesalers Association and Alternative Medicines Manufacturers
Association.Participants in the rally raised slogans against the Punjab government, saying the
amendments would have a devastating impact on the local industry.Punjab Chemist Council
President Nisar Chaudhry called the proposed amendments illegal and illogical, saying the
government wanted to harass people associated with the drugs business in order to please their
‘blue-eyed’ businessmen. He said through the amendment, the Punjab government had authorised
drug inspectors to a ‘dangerous level’, as they could take action against anyone on the pretext of
selling spurious medicines while they were already victimising distributors, retailers and wholesalers
in the province.Chaudhry said the so-called amendments would destroy the drugs industry in the
largest province and if the decision was not withdrawn, they would intensify the agitation after Eidul
Azha.

PPMA Chairman ljaz Ahmad Siddiqui also spoke on the occasion and stressed the government to
accept their demands.Meanwhile, local drug and chemist shops remained closed against the
proposed amendments. The protest call was given by All Punjab Chemist Association. Shaikh Sajid,
vice president of the District Drug and Chemist Association, said there were 120 drug shops in the
city and all observed a complete strike.Medical stores in Gujranwala district, Kasur, Chunian, Kot
Radha Kishan, Pattoki, Sialkot city and Cantt, Daska, Sambrial, Uggoki, Pasrur, Badiana, Chawinda
and surrounding areas, Sheikhupura, Nankana and Toba Tek Singh districts, Bahawalpur,
Ahmedpur East and Hasilpur also observed a complete strike on the call of the chemist association.
They took out rallies carrying placards and some wearing black armbands.

BAHAWALPUR: A bill defaulter allegedly shot dead on Monday a Multan Electric Power Company
(Mepco) lineman who was part of a raiding team that had earlier removed a transformer installed at
the suspect’s tubewell at Munshiwala, about 10 kilometre from here.According to Mepco’s Lodhran
Executive Engineer Abdul Rauf Sanghera, the suspect Ahmed Din had defaulted on payment of
power arrears to the tune of Rs0.75 million.A Mepco team comprising Ahmad Hassan and SDOs
Falak Shair and Allah Wario removed transformer from Din’s tubewell and were returning when the
suspect along with his 12 accomplices opened fire on the officials.Ahmad Hassan, who was riding
pillion on a motorcycle, was hit by a bullet and died on the spot.

QUETTA: Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) Vice President,
Fehmida Jamali showed serious concerns on the unavailability of basic infrastructure in the sector
of health and education which was a basic need for people of Balochistan.Talking to media, she
said that provincial government should look into this important matter so that local people could get
relief.He said "The genuine grievances of the local people must be addressed and local people
must be the primary beneficiaries of the ongoing development schemes". She said that presently
1.5 million children are not going to schools in Balochistan.Schools in rural areas are turning into
ghost schools. The reason is that teachers of schools are mostly based in Quetta; they do not
bother to take classes in the rural areas of Balochistan, as they receive their salaries while sitting at
home, she said. - APP

Karachi: Corporate guys calls it 'smart business', politicians call it a 'corporate looting'; however,
hapless electricity consumers of Karachi find no option but to pay hugely inflated bills of Karachi
Electric, the privately-owned power supply monopoly of the largest city of Pakistan.In past the
electricity consumers of Karachi had to face one curse 'load shedding' but now they also brave
overbilling, with 30percent increased tariff as the icing on the cake. All political parties including
Pakistan Peoples' Party Parliamentarian (PPPP), Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM), Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), Pakistan Muslim League Functional (PML-F)and Pakistan Tehreek
e Insaf (PTI) on the floor of Sindh Assembly had repeatedly condemned the atrocities of K-Electric
towards the electricity consumers of Karachi. Outside the Sindh Assembly, Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) is
the strong critic of K-Electric for its load shedding, increased tariff and overbilling.However, NEPRA,
as well as, the federal government do not deem this political heat and hidden unrest of people worth
a serious consideration.Some consumers say most favorite modus operands of KE is not to send
bill for a couple of months or send bills with Zero consumption and then suddenly issue a heavy bill
of tens of thousands of rupees.To threaten the consumers this bill is often issued with ASSD mode
which means the consumer is stealing electricity. These charges are leveled without load check and
inspection of the premises of consumer by government appointed electrical inspector.When the
consumers make hue and cry they are told to pay the bill in installments. - PPI

PESHAWAR: A meeting of the Board of Directors Pesco Monday maintained that it was difficult of
the Company to go by the load-shedding schedule handed over to it by the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government as it would incur a loss of Rs5 billion annually.“If the KP government is ready to bear
these expenses, then Pesco will adopt the proposed load-shedding schedule prepared by it,” said
Chairman BoD Malik Muhammad Asad while chairing a meeting of the Board here at Wapda
House.The Pesco is ready to send transformers to the workshops set up by the KP government at
district level for repair. The meeting also expressed its reservations on the Trolley Mounting
Transformers. The meeting approved bifurcation of Hazara Circle into two - Abbottabad and
Mansehra Circles - on administration grounds and in the best interest of the customersThe BoD
accorded approval for purchase of energy meters, 8959 distribution transformers and 7106
conductors and 55000 steel cross arms. The meeting directed to remove hurdles in construction of
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Mardan 3 Grid Station and construction of 132 KV Sheikh Muhammadi-Hayatabad Transmission
Line.On the directions of Privatization Commission the Pesco has withheld the recruitment process
in Pesco and BoD directed to take guidelines from Federal Govt in this regard. Chief Executive
Pesco Syed Hassan Fazil gave a comprehensive presentation to the board on the efforts, to bring
Pesco out of losses, increase in recovery, and redressal of direct hooks. The BoD discussed load
shedding schedule of Pesco in the context of current energy crisis.The Chairman directed the Pesco
authorities to attain the given targets through good governance. The company was directed to
enhance recovery and reduce line losses during 2015. - APP

LAHORE: Eight people were injured when a gas cylinder at a makeshift tea stall exploded in a
cattle market in Saggian on Sunday.Police said that people were busy purchasing sacrificial animals
when the gas cylinder exploded with a big bang, injuring eight people.Rescue 1122 personnel
shifted the injured to Mian Munshi Hospital where they were said to be out of danger.The injured
were identified as Abid, Tariq, Sattar, Fiaz, Saeed, Shoaib, Munir and Kashif.Hospital sources said
all the victims received minor injuries and were sent homes after giving them the first aid.

PESHAWAR: For the first time in the history of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Water and Sanitation
Services Peshawar (WSSP) has started household level waste collection through bio-degradable
bags, which will be initially distributed in University Town area only. A press release issued here on
Sunday, said that the pilot project of household level waste collection through Bio-Degradable bags
was kicked off with the active support of the local residents of university town, its elected
representatives including Town Councilor Yasir Anwar, Women Councilor Ayesha Bano and
residents of the area including Begum Bashir Durrani, students Guleena Baz, Zara Durrani, Gul
Meena Bangash and Sher Ali Baz. On the occasion, the General Manager Operations Nasir
Ghafoor Khan was also present, who not only accompanied the teams for distribution but also
distributed awareness raising material and pamphlets among the residents to educate them about
the pilot project. As per the details of the pilot project, WSSP will distribute around 28,000 Bio-
Degradable bags among the 1,860 households of university town, which will be enough for 15 days.
"The residents will accumulate their entire solid waste in these bags and staff of WSSP will collect
the same on daily basis upon an agreed time for every street / road of the area. The residents will
put their solid waste at their door-step and the staff of WSSP will collect it accordingly”, the GM
Operations Nasir Ghafoor Khan elaborated. The elected representatives including Town Councilor
Yasir Anwar and Women Councilor Ayesha Bano said that high hopes are attached with this pilot
project. Gradually, the same will be extended to rest of the areas in the provincial metropolis,
concluded the elected representatives, whose active participation was highly appreciated by the
residents as well. It is pertinent to mention here that the household level solid waste collection
through Bio-Degradable bags will not help the WSSP in cleaning the area but the residents will also
be facilitated as the solid waste will be collected at their door step. A number of pamphlets and
banners have already been displayed in the area to attract more and more people in joining hands
with WSSP. Nasir Ghafoor Khan appealed the residents of the area to join hands with WSSP for
cleaning not only the university town but the whole of Peshawar.

LAHORE: The removal of the local government secretary due to the unsafe anti-dengue sprays in
Attock and Jhelum may affect the department’s major activity of assisting the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) in holding the forthcoming local elections initially in eight districts of Punjab.“It's
like removing an army general in the middle of war,” remarked a senior official on the condition of
anonymity wondering how many days the new incumbent will take to get acclimatised to the task of
assisting the local elections and preparing for the related urgent matters needed to be addressed to
for facilitating the new councils and running their administrative and financial matters.Insiders say
that the two incidents of unsafe anti-dengue sprays by private establishments that affected scores of
schoolchildren took place more because of the pressure on the heads of educational institutions to
adopt such measures than any other reason.They say that the heads of schools all over the
province were directed to arrange for the sprays by any means or face suspensions from service or
even arrests. And this threat had been compelling them to do the needful at any cost.They say
originally the district governments were to regulate the anti-dengue sprays mainly through TMOs.
But in many instances either the number of schools was too much for the TMOs concerned to
handle or they were simply leaving it up to the schools heads to have their institutions sprayed. And
what dominated the minds of the headmasters or headmistresses was to have the spray privately to
avoid punishment without realising that the unregulated activity might prove dangerous for their staff
and students.

They say that instead of locating the root cause of the problem the chief minister thought it fit to
remove secretaries health, school education and especially local government. The prime
responsibility of the secretary local government at the moment was to assist the ECP in holding the
local elections and not to ensure anti-dengue sprays in schools and his removal on Saturday was a
surprise for many.They say that the local government secretary was coordinating with the ECP on
matters relating to the local elections in the appointment of election staff. He fully knew the subject
and the new incumbent who is still to be appointed will require time to understand it. The government
had a few days ago appointed a special secretary in the department but the officer lacks experience
to run it especially when local elections are being held.The tasks which the outgoing secretary was
handling include constituting an interim finance committee for the new local bodies and later forming
a finance commission for them. He was also arranging for the maiden sessions for the new bodies,
issuance of working guidelines to their elected members, and transfer of assets of the existing local
governments to them.“Unsafe anti-dengue spray is a governance issue. And there is a need to
determine who should do what,” an official remarked.

QUETTA: Balochistan Health Minister Rehmat Saleh Baloch has announced that a three-day polio
eradication campaign will be launched across Balochistan on Monday (today) during which health
teams will inoculate about 2.4 million children.Addressing a press conference on Sunday, he said
the campaign would be launched in all the 32 districts amid tight security, adding that all
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Daily Dawn, September 14, 2015 arrangements had been completed.

Health secretary Noorul Hag Baloch, Emergency Operation Centre’s coordinator Dr Saifur Rehman
and coordinator for the Extended Programme on Immunisation Shakir Baloch were present.
Maulana Anwarul Haq Hagani, Dr Attaur Rehman, Abdul Rahim Raheemi and Abdul Baqi Tahidi
also attended the press conference, apparently to demonstrate their support for the government’s
polio eradication efforts.The minister said that all measures needed to improve the quality of the
campaign and achieve the target set under the National Emergency Action Plan (Neap) would be
taken.Under Neap, Balochistan is expected to carry out nine campaigns in as many months. The
minister said the campaign starting on Monday would focus on vaccinating around 2.472m children
under the age of five. He said 6,603 mobile teams, 796 fixed teams, 321 transit teams and 46
permanent transit points across the province would be contributing to meet the target.

“There are 61 high-risk union councils — 32 in Quetta district, 24 in Qila Abdullah, two in Zhob and
one each in Pishin, Khuzdar and Musakhail districts — where anti-polio teams are putting in their
best efforts to reach every child below the age of five,” said Rehmat Saleh Baloch.Since the
beginning of current year, five children have contracted poliovirus in Balochistan. “We have
formulated a better strategy for the upcoming campaigns. The security plan has been finalised with
the deployment of personnel of Balochistan Levies, police and constabulary,” he said. The minister
said the home department had imposed Section 144 CrPC in Quetta district for three days. “No
pillion riding (will be allowed) during the campaign,” said the health minister, adding the Frontier
Corps would continue to patrol the city.The minister said that help would be sought from the army
and Frontier Corps for polio teams and other staff, if needed, and added that the government had
deployed community health volunteers to high-risk union councils of the Quetta block to administer
vaccination drops to children.He said religious leaders and clerics had also been working with health
teams in the high-risk UCs to create a positive environment for the polio campaign.

KP’s 784 BHUs have not PESHAWAR: Revelations have surfaced that no funds have been allocated since 2007 for the

: reconstruction of Basic Health Units (BHUs) whereas more than 200 BHUs are in a fragile
recel_ve?l any funds for state.Many districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) including Peshawar lack basic health facilities.
repairs in 8 years People hailing from rural areas have to head to cities to avail basic health facilities. According to
The Statesman, September 14, sources in Health Department, 100 out of the 784 facilities lack basic health facilities while more
2015 than 200 are in a fragile condition.The situation is precarious in Peshawar, Haripur, Mansehra,

Nowshera, Kohat, Hangu and Lakki Marwat districts. According to a report of Health Department,
Rs 250 million is being spent on salaries of personnel and medicines. Each BHU receives Rs
45,000.No funds have been not allocated for the construction and repair of BHUs since 2007. There
are 8 teaching hospitals in the province, 21 district headquarters hospitals, 19 Tehsil headquarter
hospitals, 125 other hospitals, 86 rural health centers, 784 BHUs, 421 dispensaries, 66 maternity
health centers and 60 various health centers as well. - NNI

CEGEVAET LR oTo) [T T E:1[c[s Ml PESHAWAR: A four-day anti-polio campaign will be launched in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and FATA
; from today with 5,355,397 children to be vaccinated in National Immunization Day campaign in KP
in KP, FATA starts today minus Chitral, Dir Upper, Lower and FATA here.This was stated by Provincial Secretary Health,
Mushtaq Jadoon while talking to APP here on Sunday. He said all arrangements have been
2015 finalized to ensure administering anti-polio vaccine to children up to five years of age. He said anti-
polio campaigns have given positive results and only thirteen polio cases have so far been reported
from all over the country this year.He said, in all 5,355,397 children up to the age of five would be
vaccinated against crippling polio disease from September 14-16 across the KP, minus Chitral, Dir
Upper and Lower District owing to floods and by elections. Besides, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, in FATA
a total of 8,85000 children up to five years of age would be vaccinated during three-day
campaign.He said three-day National Immunization Days (NID) campaign will be ensured in all the
districts of KP except Chitral where vaccination has been postponed owing to floods. The polio
campaign is also deferred in Dir Upper and Lower due to by elections and would be rescheduled on
Sept, 16.A total of 5,355, 397 children would be targeted for which 3399 area In Charges, supported
by 425 Lady Health Supervisors would visit 2,657, 779 households.Besides this 14,330 mobile,
1550 fixed, 728 transit and 107 teams with roaming duties have been constituted to achieve the
targeted goal.When contacted EOC Coordinator Akbar Khan said that campaign has planned in low
season area for deriving maximum results adding "it is collective responsibility to join hands against
polio and secure future of coming generations."He disclosed that mass immunization campaigns
were planned as it is very difficult to identity polio virus in infected person due to non-appearance of
symptoms.It said that inaccessibility of far flung areas is also a factor that is making of the task
difficult however, the prime objective can be achieved with proper planning and coordination. - APP
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DENGUE OUTBREAK IN RAWALPINDI-PUNJAB Legend
As of September 18,2015 %o Tehsi Headquarter

—rr HATTIAN |

Over 58 new dengue patients Hospitalised MUZAFFARABAD [ Guiarkhan
Rawalpindi(Dawn News): More than 58 new dengue fever patients have been reported at government N E Kahuta
hospitals in Rawalpind, bringing the tally to 364 in three hospitals.At this time last year, a total of nine =
patients were reported from August to mid-September. L Kallar Sayyedan
. " . . -" I B B ol Sattian
Despite the Punjab government's efforts, the dengue virus s spreading, and doctors fear more patients L —
will be admitted within the next few weeks, when the mercury is down.At the Holy Family Hospital = / 1 L Murree
(HFH), 180 dengue fever patients were reported over the last three weeks, and more than 57 patients [ \ 7 revapi
y N ABBOTTABAD [ tawalpindi
are still in the hospital.At Benazir Bhutto Hospital (BBH), 150 patients arrived, and 35 have been in \" -
isolation wards for the last two days.At the District Headquarters (DHQ) Hospital, 34 patients were o C Taxia
brought in from various parts of the city and are still under treatment ¥ . \_\ st Boundary
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