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NEWS HEADLINES

Government seeks public

support to curb dengue
Daily Times,September13, 2015

Citizens appealed to
cooperate in anti-dengue

The Frontier Post September13,
2015

Pakistan vulnerable to

impact of climate change
The News,September12, 2015

4. %2015 www.alhasan.com
v

DETAILS

RAWALPINDI: Punjab Minister for Labour and Manpower Raja Ashfaq Sarwar has said that anti-
dengue activities should be strengthened and coordinated by specially focusing on the union
councils (UCs), where some dengue cases are being reported.According to details, he appealed
the citizens to extend their cooperation by pin pointing and indicating the soar points in their
respective areas so that fogging, IRS and other immediate steps ensuring cleanliness, removal of
solid waste and drying of stagnant water should be taken promptly.

He directed Solid Waste Management Department to work with more efficiency for lifting of solid
waste and debris on various construction sites. He expressed these views while presiding a
meeting of government departments and public representatives of Rawalpindi District in
Commissioner Office, Rawalpindi.Rawalpindi Solid Waste Management Company Chairman Raja
Muhammad Hanif, PML-N Metropolitan President Sardar Nasim, District President Sardar Mumtaz,
MNA Asfan Yar Bhindara, Dr Jamal Nasir, MPA Lubna Rehan, Sobia Satti, Pervez Khan, Mirza
Mansoor Baig, Acting Commissioner Sajid Zafar Dall, Punjab Environment Protection Department
secretary and divisional and district heads of nation building departments attended the
meeting.Provincial Minister Raja Ashfag Sarwar emphasised to focus on case response and
lauded the efforts of the government departments for implementing and working in the light of the
standard operating procedures set for the anti-dengue activities.He also directed administration of
Rawalpindi and Islamabad for maintaining close liaison for carrying out anti dengue activities,
especially lifting of garbage, waste construction material and solid waste from both sides of IJP
Road falling in the jurisdiction of Rawalpindi and Islamabad.

He constituted two different committees, which would prepare new standard operating procedures,
especially those who are probable dengue victims. Raja Ashfaq Sarwar also asked the
departments concerned to ensure IRS, fogging and spray in the vicinity of those patients who are
probable so that the effects of the dengue wave may be controlled effectively. Public
representatives presented various proposals in the meeting to strengthen and expand coverage of
areas for controlling dengue in Rawal and Potohar Towns.The minister appealed the residents of
the city to take preventive measures against dengue and fix wire gauzes at the windows and
doors, cover water pots, use full sleeves shirts and drain water from their houses, streets and
roads.The speakers said that the mistakes of past will not be repeated and in the light of previous
experience of dealing with dengue, health and other relevant departments are keeping strict eye
over dengue larva and fulfilling their responsibilities in a best way for its containment.Earlier, the
government has approved recruitment of 1,067 workers for Rawalpindi district in an anti dengue
campaign.

RAWALPINDI: Punjab Minister for Labour & Manpower, Raja Ashfaq Sarwar, has said that anti
dengue activities should be further strengthened and coordinated by specially focusing on the
union councils where some dengue cases are being reported.

According to the press release he appealed the citizens to extend their cooperation by pin pointing
and indicating the soar points in their respective areas so that fogging, IRS and other immediate
steps like ensuring cleanliness, removal of solid waste and drying of stagnant water should be
taken promptly. He directed Solid Waste Management department to work with more efficiency for
lifting of solid waste and debris on various construction sites. He expressed these views while
presiding a meeting of government departments and public representatives of Rawalpindi district in
Commissioner Office, Rawalpindi.Chairman Rawalpindi Solid Waste Management Company Raja
Muhammad Hanif Advocate MPA, PML (N) Metropolitan President Sardar Nasim, PML (N) District
President Sardar Mumtaz, MNA Asfan Yar Bhindara, Dr. Jamal Nasir, MPA Lubna Rehan, Sobia
Satti, Haji Pervez Khan, Mirza Mansoor Baig, Acting Commissioner Sajid Zafar Dall, Secretary
Environment Protection Department Punjab and Divisional and District heads of nation building
departments attended the meeting.Provincial Minister Raja Ashfaq Sarwar emphasized to focus on
case response and lauded the efforts of the government departments for implementing and
working in the light of the SOPs set for the anti dengue activities.He also directed administration of
Rawalpindi and Islamabad for maintaining close liaison for carrying out anti dengue activities
especially lifting of garbage, waste construction material and solid waste from both sides of IJP
road falling in the jurisdiction of Rawalpindi and Islamabad.

He constituted two different committees which would prepare new SOPs especially those who are
probable dengue effectees. Raja Ashfag Sarwar also asked the concerned departments to ensure
IRS, fogging and spray in the vicinity of those patients who are probable so that the effects of the
dengue wave may be controlled effectively. Public representatives presented various proposals in
the meeting to further strengthen and expand coverage of areas for controlling dengue in Rawal
and Potohar Towns.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is becoming increasingly vulnerable to the impact of climate change
therefore federal and provincial governments need to take effective measures to reduce their
vulnerability and boost their adaptation against climate risks.

These views were expressed by the participants of a capacity building workshop titled ‘Climate
Change and the Flooding Threat — Challenges and Opportunities for Pakistan’. They said that
Pakistan is facing the wrath of climatic changes like floods, droughts, extreme weather events and
unpredictable rainfall. The workshop was organised by Individualland Pakistan, a research based
consultancy and advocacy group.Farhan Anwar from Sustainable Initiatives, an expert on climate
change, was of the view that Pakistan could significantly improve environmental indicators and
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Dubious dengue spray:
Over 40 students

readmitted to hospitals
ExpressTribune, September12, 2015

Most dengue fever
patients admitted to
Islamabad hospitals are

non locals
The News,September12, 2015
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reduce threats to environmental security by adopting green technology as well as developing green
cities. “The developed world has already started adopting green technologies and is reaping great
benefits. Pakistan is one of the most vulnerable countries to climate change therefore there is an
urgent need to adopt green technology,” he said.

Dr. Almut Besold, Resident Representative of Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom,
Pakistan, said that “Climate change is occurring so rapidly that one minute it is hot and suddenly it
starts to rain heavily due to which the weather changes significantly.” The destruction caused by
floods in many areas of Punjab and Chitral and the whirlwind in Karak and other areas are harsh
reminders of how fast our climate is undergoing changes, he further said.Sundas Syeda, Research
Officer at Individualland, said that Pakistan has been hit hard by flooding events, particularly
riverine flooding. Large scale devastation has been caused to both of life and property. She further
added that according to the findings of the Damage and Needs Assessment (DNA) survey
conducted nationwide by the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, the floods that swept
across Pakistan in 2010 caused an estimated $9.7 billion in damage to infrastructure, farms,
homes, as well as other direct and indirect losses. It was estimated that the $9.7 billion amount
was almost double the amount of damage caused by the 2005 Pakistan earthquake.Similarly, in
the first week of September 2014, heavy monsoon rains and floods in the catchment areas of
India's eastern rivers of Chenab, Ravi, Sutlej, and Jhelum, resulted in flash floods in Punjab, Gilgit-
Baltistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJ&K).According to official figures, floods killed 367
people and affected more than 2.5 million people, and 129,880 houses were damaged or
destroyed. Over 1 million acres of cropland and 250,000 farmers were affected.A documentary on
climate change was also screened at the event in order to make the audience aware of the
importance of climate change.

ATTOCK: At least 40 students were readmitted to hospitals with breathing problems on Friday, a
day after almost 150 students of a government girls high school in Jand tehsil fell unconscious due
to an anti-dengue spray at the school.Officials of the tehsil municipal administration (TMA)
fumigated the school on Thursday noon, when the 1,334-student school was in session. Around
150 students were rushed to hospitals after they passed out because of the anti-dengue spray.
Most of them, however, were discharged the same day.On Friday, however, 40 girls had to be
taken to the Jand Tehsil Headquarters (THQ) Hospital, most with breathing problems.The
authorities’ lack of preparedness was exposed as there was not enough staff to attend to students
at the THQ Hospital. The hospital, which caters to 150 villages of the tehsil, had only one oxygen
cylinder, due to which the students had to be shifted to Attock and Rawalpindi hospitals. Rescue
1122 ambulances shifted 20 patients to Attock and Rawlapindi.

Inquiry ordered

Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif ordered an inquiry into the incident under the supervision of
the Rawalpindi commissioner.Locals and parents of the affected students gathered outside the
THQ Hospital and demanded action against the TMA staff for carrying out fumigation during school
time. Jand SHO assured the protesters that an FIR would be registered after the inquiry committee
completes its work. However, the SHO said that TMA officials have been named in the roznamcha
(daily police diary) and are being investigated.Meanwhile, the Punjab government has transferred
Jand tehsil municipal officer to Chakwal for not ensuring precautionary measures before
fumigation. The official who was in-charge of the spray team has also been suspended.Attock EDO
(health) has also suspended two doctors at Jand THQ for being late on duty.

ISLAMABAD: To date, a total of 27 patients have been confirmed positive at the hospitals in the
federal capital however, only eight of them are residents of Islamabad.Data collected by ‘The
News’ on Saturday revealed that as many as six confirmed patients of dengue fever have been
reported from Islamabad urban areas while two are residents of Islamabad rural areas. Within last
one week, only three patients belonging to the federal capital have been tested positive while 13
patients belonging to other districts of the country were admitted to Islamabad hospitals in last one
week.

As many as 14 patients have so far been tested positive at Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences
(PIMS) for the infection while Shifa International Hospital tested a total of 12 patients positive for
dengue fever, said Assistant District Health Officer at ICT Health Department and In-charge District
Dengue Control Cell Dr. Muhammad Najeeb Durrani while talking to “The News’ on Saturday.He
added a resident of village Sohan, a rural area in Islamabad was tested positive for dengue fever
at Holy Family Hospital in Rawalpindi. Only six patients of the infection were undergoing treatment
at Islamabad hospitals on Saturday, he said.

As per recent data and information gathered from hospitals in Islamabad, most of the admitted
patients are from endemic areas arriving from Mansehra, Haripur, Abbottabad, Charsadda and
Rawalpindi and the patients’ movement from endemic areas to the federal capital is responsible for
the appearances of sporadic cases from among local community, said Dr. Durrani while
responding to a query.He explained that due to the second bite of the patient in non endemic area
like Islamabad by local mosquitoes flock, the mosquitoes acquire infection that is later transmitted
to the local community. So far one patient each from Charsadda, Mardan, Abbottabad, Fatehjang,
Kotli, Kallar Syedan and Karachi have been tested positive at Islamabad hospitals while seven
confirmed patients from Rawalpindi and three patients each from Haripur and Mansehra have been
admitted to the Islamabad hospitals for treatment, he said.He is of the view that the introduction of
virus from endemic areas to a non endemic area, Islamabad is continuing that might result in small
restricted outbreaks in different parts of the federal capital. To control the outbreaks in endemic
areas, effective and timely epidemiological response is needed, he said.He said the ICT rapid
response teams have already performed fumigation and insecticidal residual spray in the areas
from where confirmed cases have been reported. The rapid response teams are performing
fogging in the area of residence of a patient and IRS inside the patient’s house and 20 houses on
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Dengue fumigation:
Punjab Health, Local
Bodies, School secretaries

made OSD
The News,September12, 2015

Pakistan asked to work
out plan to tackle effects

of climate change
The News,September11, 2015

Agriculture and

environment
The News,September11, 2015
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each side of his residence, he explained.

JHELUM: The Punjab government has issued demotion orders for Secretary Health and Secretary
Local Bodies in the aftermath of female students fainting due to the anti-dengue fumigation here on
Saturday morning.According to the Punjab government spokesman, besides the above two
officials, Secretary Schools has also been made Officer on Special Duty (OSD).He said the
government has suspended three officers: the Director General of Institute of Public Health, State
Commissioner Dina, and State Commissioner Jund.In the morning today, 70 students of Domaili
Girls High school fainted after an anti-dengue fumigation carried out by the local administration.

After the incident, the students were rushed to a local hospital for treatment.In a similar incident on
Thursday, 120 school girls in Jand district of Attock were rushed to the hospital following an anti-
dengue fumigation at their school.Chief Minister Punjab Shahbaz Sharif took notice of the incident
and summoned a report from the concerned officials and departments. CM Shahbaz Sharif termed
the incident unacceptable and directed that best medical treatment be provided to the affected.

ISLAMABAD: The co-chairman of a working group of Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), Prof Thomas Stocker, has urged Pakistan to work out a national adaptation strategy to
tackle effects of climate change.

Speaking to newsmen here on Wednesday, he said Pakistan was on the brink of high-level
vulnerability to effects of climate change and a national strategy would be highly valuable for the
country. Such a strategy should top the government agenda, he added.

About his meetings with senior officials of the government, Prof Thomas said he had suggested a
national assessment on the impact of climate change in Pakistan. The officials, particularly of the
ministry of climate change, welcomed the proposal. “I would be happy if the process starts soon,”
he said.Under the climate change adaptation strategy, “Pakistan needs to minimise natural
resource degradation, particularly land; develop and introduce regulatory mechanisms to manage
and store summer water overflows; encourage and adopt high irrigation efficiency systems,
methods and techniques on farm; and develop genetic research in agriculture to develop short
duration varieties of crops”.

It may be mentioned that the twenty-first session of the Conference of the Parties to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, known as ‘Paris 2015’ will be held in Paris
from Nov 30 to Dec 11.

Agri-Environmental Indicators (AEls) help evaluate the environmental performance of the
agriculture sector of a country. The main AEls are energy, fertilizers, land, livestock, pesticides,
soil, water and air and climate change.According to the FAO, energy use in Pakistan’s agriculture
and forestry sector, which was 1.36 percent of the country’s total energy use in the year 2000,
declined to 1.28 percent in the year 2009. Similarly, bioenergy production was 94.20 percent of the
total renewable energy production in the year 2000 ; it declined to 92.44 percent in 2009.The
decline in energy use and production is due to the severe energy crisis in Pakistan. Comparing
these figures with other top agriculture-exporting countries of the world such as the US, Germany
and Brazil will further point out Pakistan’s relative status on the globe.

In the US, the energy used in agriculture and forestry was 0.91 percent of the total energy use in
2000; it increased to 0.98 percent 2009. Bioenergy production was 59.73 percent of the total
bioenergy production 2000 increased to 62.83 percent in the year 2009. In Germany, the energy
used in agriculture and forestry was 0.40 percent of the total energy use 2000, and it increased to
0.45 percent in 2009. Bioenergy production was 60.19 percent of the total bioenergy production in
2000, which increased to 69.60 percent in the year 2009.In Brazil, the energy used in agriculture
and forestry was 4.73 percent of the total energy use in 2000; it increased to 4.95 percent in 2009.
On the other hand, bioenergy production was 63.92 percent of the total bioenergy production in
2000; this increased to 69.20 percent in the year 2009. Although, Pakistan is in better position in
terms of producing higher bioenergy production, the declining trend is worrisome.In Pakistan, the
nitrogen fertilizer (nutrient use on arable and permanent crop area) was 107.09 (tonnes of nutrients
per 1000 ha) in 2002, which increased to 152.83 (tonnes of nutrients per 1000 ha) in the year
2010. In 2002, the nitrogen fertilizer (nutrient use on arable and permanent crop area) for the US,
Germany and Brazil was 62.29, 149.02 and 26.64 (tonnes of nutrients per 1000 ha) respectively.
While in the year 2010, this indicators was 70.73, 148.32 and 36.87 (tonnes of nutrients per 1000
ha) respectively.

In Pakistan, the total agricultural area was 34.96 percent of the total land area in 2000 but declined
to 34.44 percent in the year 2011. The annual percentage change in agriculture area was 0.26 in
2000 and 0.57 percent in the year 2011. Arable land was 79.01 percent of the total agricultural
land in the year 2000; this dropped to 78.02 percent in the year 2011. The area under permanent
crops was 2.44 percent of the total agriculture land in the year 2000; in 2011 this area had
increased to 3.15 percent. The total area equipped with irrigation facility was 67.12 percent of the
total agricultural land in the year 2000 but it increased to 76.08 percent in 2011. Cattle and
buffaloes were 16.57 percent of the total livestock in the year 2000; this number dropped to 13.21
percent in 2011. Sheep and goats were 26.52 percent of the total livestock in 2000 but in 20122
this number went down to 17.58 percent.The percentage of pesticides-as-active-ingredient use in
arable land and permanent crops was 0.29 (tonnes per 1000 Ha) in the year 1994, which
increased to 0.54 (tonnes per 1000 Ha) in 2001. The indicator of water withdrawal for agricultural
use was 94.26 percent of the total water withdrawal in 2000; this number declined to 93.95 percent
in the year 2008.Pakistan performed well in some agri-environmental indicators.

Being an agricultural country we mainly rely on this sector and thus there is a need to improve
these indicators. There is also need to develop a detailed database of AEls that would further help
cover the weak areas.

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4%
v



(<2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

1500 Teachers Put On
Anti-Dengue Campaign

Duty
Geo News,September10, 2015

Healthcare: 1,002 people
diagnosed with dengue
this year
ExpressTribune,September10, 2015

Preventive measures

stressed against dengue
The News,September10,2015

Number of dengue cases
in 2015 rises to 1,169 in

Karachi
Geo News,September10, 2015

4% 0©2015 www.alhasan.com
v

RAWALPINDI: Without paying any attention to falling standard of education in government
run educational institutions, the Punjab government has withdrawn 1500 teachers from primary,
middle and high schools and placed on duty in anti-Dengue campaign in Rawalpindi district.

According to reports, the education department has directed the Heads of government and semi
government schools in Rawalpindi and Cantonment areas of Rawalpindi to ensure cleanliness to
prevent the disease in the city. They have also been asked to arrange Walks in respective areas to
raise awareness against the disease. To make theawareness campaign a success, monitoring
teams officials reach schools early in the morning to discuss strategy thus wasting several hours
of the builders of the younger generation.

Parents of students have expressed their strong resentment over deployment of teachers on anti
Dengue campaign duty and said as a result their children return home without any classes or home
work.They pointed out that they are unable to pay the high fees of private schools otherwise they
would have preferred to shift their children where the education standard is somewhat better than
government schools. They said that the number of students is falling in government run schools
because of lack of interest on the part of the teachers on the one hand and on the other by
placement of teachers on different types of duties like dengue campaign, census and election thus
wasting the precious time of their children.

KARACHI: From January, 2015, till September, 2015, as many as 1,002 people were reported to
have been infected by the dengue virus, out of which three patients have died, announced Sindh
Health Minister Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar in a statement on Wednesday.According to him, 155
patients in Karachi, three in Hyderabad, three in Lahore and one in Ghotki, had been diagnosed
with dengue fever during August 31 till September 6. “Due to effective measures taken by [the]
Sindh health department, in collaboration with other departments and stakeholders, a decrease
has been witnessed in the patients of dengue,” he stated, adding that the Sindh health department
has provided better facilities of treatment for the patients of dengue.

Moreover, Sindh Dengue Prevention and Control Programme manager Dr Masood Solangi has
said that awareness drive against dengue virus is in full swing and the drive is currently going on in
Hyderabad and other districts of Sindh.

LAHORE: Post Graduate Medical Institute and Ameer ud Din Medical College Principal Prof Khalid
Mahmood has said awareness and sensitisation about cleanliness, hygienic conditions and
sanitary among people will ensure “Dengue Free Punjab” in near future. Current month is very
important regarding adopting preventive measures against dengue and doctors, masses, students,
house wives, health department, media and people from all walks of life should contribute
maximum to bring dengue to its ultimate end through continuity of cleanliness campaign with
dedication and full concentration.

According to a press release issued here on Wednesday, Prof Khalid Mahmood while chairing a
meeting of administrative doctors said LGH had always played a leading role in eradication
campaigns against dengue and other diseases like polio and measles. He said that most of the
dengue patients got recovered from LGH since the day the disease broke out in our province. He
said that there was not a single doctor, nurse or paramedic at LGH who has not gained dengue
training. PGMI has also imparted dengue training to the doctors hailing from other provinces, he
said. He said it was due to CM Punjab’s absolute commitment and all out efforts by various
government departments with profound support of general masses that dengue death rate had
been remained zero during last 3 years.Prof Khalid Mahmood stressed the administrative doctors
to move into wards and corridors of hospital instead of sitting in their rooms and directly monitor
and command the process of sanitation and cleanliness. He also said the CM had provided all
possible relief to doctors, nurses and paramedical staff and now it was their responsibility to
selflessly serve the ailing humanity and support government in its drive against diseases and
epidemics.

Prizes: The District Coordination Officer (DCO) Lahore has distributed cash prizes and
commendatory certificates among ten dengue workers of all the towns of the provincial capital who
have done tremendous work in their respective towns during the dengue drive.A special ceremony
was held at the Town Hall on Wednesday evening, which was attended by town’s administrators,
officials of CDGL and Dengue workers. DCO, Lahore Capt. (R) Muhammad Usman gave an
amount of Rs 3,000 and a certificate to each of dengue worker.Those who are awarded include
Anam-ul Haq, Cantt Town, Ghulam Habib, CDC Ravi Town, Fareeha Kanwal, Environment
Inspector Nisther Town, Farid Khan, Environment Inspector Igbal Town, Ehsan Elahi, CDC Data
Gunj Bukhsh Town, Nazim Ali, CDC Samanabad, Amna Nazir, Gulberg Town, Marwa
Environment, Inspector Wagha Town, Abdul Hassan, Environment Inspector and Hafsa Igbal,
Environment Inspector of Shalimar Town.

The prize and certificate recipients awarded workers were on the top of the list with regard to
indoor surveillance. DCO Lahore Capt. (R) Muhammad Usman said these workers had showed
praiseworthy commitment during the dengue campaign and it was their efforts and hard-work that
the dengue drive remained successful. He also urged other dengue staff to work more hard and try
to take lead next time.

KARACHI: Karachi has registered 155 new cases of dengue fever during the current week
bringing the total number of patients to 1,169 this year, said Dr. Masood Solangi Sindh Manager
for Dengue Prevention and Control Program here on Wednesday.Sharing latest data with the
media he said three confirmed cases each of the ailment were also reported from Hyderabad and
Larkana respectively besides one from Ghotki.The disease peculiar to post monsoons he said
does also persist round the year although intensity of incidence may vary.It is on basis of these
facts that efforts are made to ensure regular fumigation across the high risk areas with repeated
requests that sanitation situation is improved and maintained, said Dr. Solangi.
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Without paying any attention to the falling standard of education in government run educational
institutions, the Punjab government has withdrawn 1,500 teachers from primary, middle and high
schools and placed them on duty in anti-dengue campaigns.According to reports, the education
department has directed the heads of government and semi government schools in Rawalpindi
and Cantonment areas of Rawalpindi to ensure cleanliness, and prevent the disease in the
city.They have also been asked to arrange walks in respective areas to raise awareness against
the disease. To make the awareness campaign a success, monitoring teams reach schools early
in the morning to discuss their strategy thus wasting several hours of time that should otherwise be
spent on students.Parents have expressed strong resentment over the deployment of teachers in
the campaign and said that as a result their children return home without taking any classes, nor
are they given any home work.They pointed out that they are unable to pay the high fees of private
schools otherwise they would have preferred to shift their children where the education standard is
somewhat better than government schools. They said that the number of students is falling in
government run schools because of a lack of interest on the part of the teachers on the one hand,
and the placement of teachers on different types of duties like dengue campaigns, censuses and
elections.The parents appealed the chief minister to take urgent notice of the deteriorating
standards of education in his province while he is making statements day in and day out for raising
its standard and sending the position holders abroad. They said it would have been appreciated by
people, had the chief minister inquired if any of the position holder was from government
institutions.

An strong earthquake jolted Islamabad along with north-western parts of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
early on Thursday morning, Express News reported.According to the meteorological department,
the earthquake, measuring 5.5 on the Ricther scale, was felt in the federal capital Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Peshawar, Abbottabad, Chitral and other mountainous regions.According to the United
States Geological Survey (USGS), the epicentre of the earthquake was just 36 kilometers north
east of Hindu Kush region, Afghanistan at a depth of 93km.

Pakistan, as a co-lead with Kazakhstan, hosted the 4th Regional Technical Group Meeting on
Disaster Management Confidence Building Measures (DM-CBMs) under Heart of Asia (HOA),
Istanbul, process here on Tuesday.

The meeting was organised by NDMA in collaboration with UNDP, Pakistan.n Adviser to the Prime
Minister on National Security and Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz was the chief guest at the opening
session.Sartaj Aziz commended NDMA for its efforts and appreciated the participants for the
progress made under the HOA, Istanbul, process. He opined that DM-CBM under HoA will further
facilitate the member countries to strengthen their disaster management system as well as to
share and learn from each other's experiences in the disaster management for a meaningful
response against effects of global climate change.The participants of the meeting included
technical focal persons from ‘Heart of Asia’ participating states i.e., Afghanistan, China, India, Iran,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan and Turkey.Representatives from supporting countries including
Sweden, Denmark, France, Japan, Norway, United Kingdom and the United States of America
besides delegates from international and regional organisations including United Nations, the
World Bank, EU, UNESCAP, ADB, ADPC also attended the meeting.

NDMA Chairman Major General Asghar Nawaz welcomed the participants and reiterated
Pakistan's commitment to carry forward the CBM process in a proactive manner.The Fourth
Regional Technical Group Meeting (RTG-4) was organised with the main purpose to underscore
the need of developing a regional, long term, step by step approach for disaster risk management
and to provide a platform to all member countries to make deliberations and approve Road Map for
HOA DM-CBM to strive for measures to prevent and manage the effects of natural disasters for
further successful trans-border cooperation. The meeting reviewed the progress achieved so far
under Disaster Management-CBMs and Road Map for HoA. Based on the consolidated inputs from
all HoA countries the road map of HoA (DM-CBM) was finalised setting the DRR priorities for next
12 months. Pakistan's lead role in pursuance of 4th RTG Meeting was very well received by all
stakeholders.The recommendations of the meeting will provide a very useful input for the
ministerial conference of HOA member countries scheduled to be held in Pakistan in December
this year.

HYDERABAD: As flood water has washed away water supply lines of different small towns and
villages, some people have started selling stagnant water for human consumption.Sajjad Lashari, a
teenager from Aliabad town, Jamshoro District, has bought a donkey-cart to transport the stagnant
flood waters to those with no access to clean water. He fills around 100-150 litre drums of different
sizes for the sale. Prices vary between Rs50-100, depending on the size of the drum. The
teenager was otherwise a daily wager, earning Rs200-250 in a day as a coalminer on some days
and construction worker on others.There are about a dozen donkey-cart owners who are involved
in this business of commodifying stagnant flood water for the consumption of both humans and
livestock. They make around five-six rounds a day for filling the drums and selling them to the
affected community. It earns them around Rs800-1,000 per day.These water suppliers from the
flood area justify the purity of stagnant water by drinking it themselves. Since the flood has washed
away the water supply lines that were serving people living close to the Indus Highway, the people
have no choice but to buy the contaminated water.Travelling to the Budhapur Town of catchment
area one can see destruction all around. There are dried standing crops like cotton, millet and
other seasonal vegetables. Stagnant water is everywhere, close to roadsides and pathways and in
submerged villages and towns. Villages still under water wear the look of a haunted ruin. The
stench of dead animals forces people to keep a distance from all this destruction while travelling on
dilapidated roads.

Though the flood water is still there, inundating vast areas, scattered families could be seen
wading through knee deep water, returning to their homes. These people have horrific tales to
narrate of how they saw the floods that forced them to leave their homes and head to higher
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ground, where they spent days without food and potable water.Khan Shoro, an old man taking care
of his two buffalos on a roadside, said, “We could not take our belongings with us, because the
water entered our houses unexpectedly during night time while people were still building the
embankment for safeguarding Budhapur town.”He narrates how people had no time to take much
to safety. “We took animals and children hurriedly to safety. We waded through high waters for a
few kilometres to reach higher grounds. In all this, | lost wheat straw fodder worth Rs30,000 and
now have to buy it for Rs400-500 per mound from a local shop,” he said.Shoro told The News how
those who chose to stay around for the waters to recede lost their animals. “It was a big loss to the
herders, who lost not only their traditional assets but had already lost their alternate sources of
living,” he said. The communities of this area of Jamshoro district were traditionally known after the
Unarpur Forest, which was thick and provided the sources of living to the local families. But now,
unfortunately, the forest has depleted and people depend on cultivating family lands or rearing
livestock. Unarpur, the major town is a business centre for more than one hundred small villages,
located in the river's catchment area.

Despite the fact that the river carrying high flood flowed between the two embankments and there
was no incident of breaches reported throughout its flow, the catchment area came under the
water wrecking havoc on all the farmer and herder families. Water flowed all its way to reach the
Indus Delta, creating chaos in the 2.2 million acres of catchment areas. There were an estimated
1.5 million people residing in the catchment areas from Kashmor to Thatta and Sujawal.Since
Jamshoro district is located on both sides of the Indus, it faced displacement and destruction of the
riverine communities.

According to the data collected by Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) Sindh, they
have evacuated 995,030 persons with 644,097 livestock from 3,203 villages of all the 15 districts of
Sindh that are affected by the flood.Some people who had left their animals behind now have sick
animals on their hands and are demanding the government to conduct a vaccination campaign.A
farmer, Bacho Zardari of village Sono Zardari near Budhapur Town demanded nothing from the
government but vaccinations for his buffalos, which are inflicted with viral infections. The animals
are diseased and are not eating fodder, which further compounds the problems of the community
due to their reliance on milk and other products from the animals.Though Bacho does not know
what afflicts the buffaloes, he said they cannot be milked for fear of carrying transferable
diseases.As the families trickle back to their abodes, many remain stranded due to high flood
waters. Rescue and relief efforts also seem to be slow, and on self help basis, people are trying to
find whatever sustenance they can. Some are trying to catch some fish from the stagnant waters.

In this difficult time, many people are selling their smaller animals to meet the needs of food and
ration for human and fodder for their animals.Faiz Zardari of the same locality, said, “We cannot
understand why water from many hand pumps has turned saline. Though we are living close to the
river bed, the taste of the underground water has changed.”

FAISALABAD: Patients at private clinics and hospitals who are suffering from fever must be
tested for dengue fever, DCO Noorul Amin Mengal said on Tuesday. He said it was due to
carelessness at private clinics and hospitals that the condition of dengue fever patients
deteriorated. Many patients are brought to public hospitals when they reach a critical stage, he
said.The DCO directed the administrations of private hospitals and clinics to test every patient
suffering from fever on priority basis. “Those who test positive for dengue virus must be
immediately referred to Allied Hospital or the divisional headquarters hospital for treatment.”He
said the public hospitals had set up quarantine wards where patients with dengue fever were
provided necessary facilities for treatment.

LAHORE: Punjab Emergency Service (Rescue 1122) Director Brig. (r) Dr. Arshad Zia Tuesday
said that rescue teams evacuated about 97,587 flood victims from 12 flood prone districts of the
province. Presiding over a post flood review meeting at Rescue 1122 headquarters, he appreciated
the performance of District Emergency Officers (DEOs) and other rescuers and awarded them
commendatory certificates. He directed the DEOs to develop timely liaison with district
administrations and take up the problems faced during previous floods. The DEOs including Dr.
Natiq Hayat (DG Khan), Dr. Tasleem (Layyah), Dr. Irshad-Ul-Haq (Muzaffargarh), Dr. Abdul Sattar
(Rahimyar Khan), Dr. Kaleem Ullah (Multan), Dr. Sajjad Ahmad (Kasur), Engr. Adnan Nawaz
(Mianwali), Dr. Nayyar Alam (Khushab), Dr. Farzand Ali (Vehari), Zaffar Igbal (Okara) and Dr. Tahir
Mehmood (Pakpattan) presented their performance reports and challenges confronted during this
flood. The Provincial Monitoring Cell briefed the meeting that Rescue-1122 rescued some 97,587
flood-hit people including 26,885 from Layyah, 24,440 from Kasur, 13,682 from Rajanpur, 11,885
from Muzaffargarh, 9,407 from Rahimyar Khan, 1,285 from Mianwali, 7,049 from DG Khan, 1,376
from Multan, 858 from Khushab, 446 from Okara, 120 from Pakpattan and 154 from Vehari.The
meeting was attended by Provincial Monitoring OfficerDr. Farhan Khalid, DD (P&D) Faheem
Qureshi and other rescue officials.

LAHORE: Punjab Emergency Service (Rescue 1122) Director, Brig (r) Dr Arshad Zia, while
appreciating the efforts of Rescue 1122 team during recent floods, said that Rescue teams
evacuated some 97,587 flood affectees from 12 flood prone districts of Punjab during recent
floods.He expressed these views while presiding over a post-flood review meeting at Rescue 1122
Headquarters held on Tuesday. The District Emergency Officers, including Dr Natiq Hayat (DG
Khan), Dr Muhammad Aslam (Rajanpur), Dr Tasleem (Layyah), Dr Irshad-ul-Haq (Muzaffargarh),
Dr Abdul Sattar (Rahimyar Khan), Dr Kaleemullah (Multan), Dr Sajjad Ahmad (Kasur), Engr Adnan
Nawaz (Mianwali), Dr Nayyar Alam (Khushab), Dr Farzand Ali (Vehari), Zaffar Igbal (Okara) and Dr
Tahir Mehmood (Pakpattan) presented their performance reports and shared the efforts of
rescuers and challenges they confronted during relief efforts.The meeting was attended by
Provincial Monitoring Officer Dr Farhan Khalid, Regional Emergency Officers (North & South) Mian
Riffat Zia and Dr Zaffar Shah, DD (P&D) Faheem Qureshi, DD (Finance) Naeem Mukhtar, Ayaz
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Aslam, Head of Operations, Naeem Murtaza, Incharge PMC and others.

The director was informed by the PMC that Rescue 1122 saved some 97,587 flood affectees,
including 26,885 from Layyah, 24,440 from Kasur, 13,682 from Rajanpur, 11,885 from
Muzaffargarh, 9,407 from Rahimyar Khan, 1,285 from Mianwali, 7,049 from DG Khan, 1,376 from
Multan, 858 from Khushab, 446 from Okara, 120 from Pakpattan and 154 from Vehari. The director
was informed that by adopting proactive approach all districts in collaboration with the district
administrations had prepared coordinated plans, pre-flood mock exercises were conducted and
during floods, all resources including rescue boats, life jackets, community emergency response
teams and other necessary resources were mobilised in flood-hit districts. "Due to timely response
and comprehensive strategy, the district emergency services of flood-prone districts rescued
97,587 affectees.

KARACHI: Karachi has registered 155 new cases of dengue fever during the current week
bringing the total number of patients to 1,169 this year, said Dr. Masood Solangi Sindh Manager
for Dengue Prevention and Control Program here on Wednesday.Sharing latest data with the
media he said three confirmed cases each of the ailment were also reported from Hyderabad and
Larkana respectively besides one from Ghotki.The disease peculiar to post monsoons he said
does also persist round the year although intensity of incidence may vary.lt is on basis of these
facts that efforts are made to ensure regular fumigation across the high risk areas with repeated
requests that sanitation situation is improved and maintained, said Dr. Solangi.

ISLAMABAD: Serena Hotels successfully completed their flood relief campaign, Spirit of
Compassion, on August 31, under the umbrella of their social, environmental and educational
programmed (SEED) by collecting over Rs four million. Serena Hotels collected from their guests 5
percent of the restaurant bill and contributed 200 percent of the guests’ contribution towards the
flood victims in various parts of Pakistan. “We are humbled and grateful for the generous
participation of our guests in this effort. These funds will go some ways in providing much needed
relief to the affected areas,” said Corporate Strategy Director Dr Moin Uddin. The monsoon rains
have decreased through various regions in Pakistan, as August comes to a close, allowing for
authorities to focus on rehabilitation efforts across the country.

Let us not allow floods to kill our people. Let us not allow floods to demolish our properties. Let us
plan for a secure and floods-free Pakistan. It exists. It is real. It is possible. Floods have become a
norm rather than an exception in Pakistan. The country has been witnessing one episode after
another of tragic floods for last many years. But the “Shareefs” have their own way of dealing with
the challenges faced by the country — it is “The Shareef way”, as they call it. Take floods, for
instance. Everybody knows it's a recurring phenomenon in Pakistan yet the Shareef Bros have
decided to mitigate the disaster by wearing long boots and shamelessly posing for the gentleman
official photographer. “Kuch sharam hoti hai, kuch haya hoti hai!”

The calamity has put socio-economic lives of the masses on stake. Factors such as unusual
patterns of monsoon precipitation, failure to build water storage reservoirs, absence of an effective
plan of action to deal with the natural calamities, absence of early flood warning mechanism and
lack of political will on building dams remain primary reasons behind the occurrence of floods in
Pakistan. Consequently, the impacts such as massive human causalities and large displacements,
destruction of agricultural land and crops, damage of basic communication tools, health and food
issues and a fatal blow to the economy have become the fate of the nation. Nevertheless,
pragmatic steps such as, construction of new dams on priority basis, repair of existing water
reservoirs, a functional plan of action, better rehabilitation mechanism and installation of early flood
warning telemetry system can surely make the tragedy less devastating. To say the least, floods
have to be tackled in a systematic and planned way rather than through ad-hoc measures if the
country really wants to bring socio-economic uplift. The floods in KP are no exception to expose
the government policies to deal with the natural calamities. Once again, the current floods have
outnumbered the so-called strategies and plans by the government to deal with such calamities.
This year too, people are again at the mercy of floods. The disastrous impacts which the floods
have been unleashing to the people have been described in the proceeding paragraphs.The floods
have been wreaking the havoc across the country. Massive human causalities and large scale
displacements are the primary outcomes of floods. In the floods of 2014 alone, the death toll was
above the staggering four hundred. The floods resulted in wastage of almost 1.3 million acres of
irrigated land. Indeed, it was a massive setback to a country whose major chunk of income comes
from the agriculture sector. The recent floods of 2015 are mere a repetition of the same loss which
the country has been suffering for many years. The plight of people really in a demand of much
needed flood preventive measures.

Floods have been damaging the roads, bridges and other communication tools in the flood hit
areas. The devastation of basic infrastructure would cost the ex-chequer millions in the future. The
taxpayer's money which must have been spent on health and education is being spent on building
the same roads and bridges every year due to the courtesy of poorly handled floods by the
authorities. The funds allocation must be shifted and allocated to those measures which could nip
the evil of floods in the bud-pre calamity preparedness measures.The floods have done an
irrecoverable loss to the already shaking economy of the country.

According to the Finance Ministry of Pakistan, the floods have resulted in an estimated 0.07 %
reduction in the GDP in last few years. Local business activities, fisheries and industrial factories of
flood hit areas have been totally vanished by the devastation of floods. Resultantly, a major portion
of human capital is in a dire need of any source of employment. Economy is considered the
backbone of any country so there must be something done to minimize the floods to push the
economy upward. However, the pragmatic steps which are being discussed in the proceeding
paragraphs can surely give a hope of dawn for the socio-economic development of the country.

Firstly, building new dams has become an inevitable matter and it will set the future course of
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socio-economic progress of the country. Pakistan really needs to build water reservoirs as it has
been 36 years when the country built its last major dam. The recent floods stand evident that any
moderate amount of water could cause countrywide destruction. Building new dams would also
lead Pakistan to produce hydel energy which is considered to be one of the cheapest energy
resources in the world. The sitting government and the opposition parties should be on board and
must compensate the grievances of masses by building new dams across the country.

Secondly, Pakistan can be regarded as the best policy maker but the worst implementer. History
bears witness that a lot of paper work had been done and is being done for the better disaster
management in the country, but all has been an elusive dream in reality. The successive
governments have always preferred ad-hoc measures instead of permanent solution of the
problem. The issue of floods must be on top in the priority list of the sitting government and a
functional plan of action at the preparedness and prevention phases of the calamity should be
announced and most importantly implemented.

Thirdly, a much needed early flood warning telemetry system must be installed on the major rives
of the country. It would lead to timely and much safer relocation of the people and their movable
properties. None can stop the natural calamities but their loss intensities could be mitigated
through an effective and efficient anticipation system in the country.Last, but not the least, post-
disaster issues such as, health, clean drinking water, bad sanitation and provision of basic food
commodities must be handled carefully and provision of these fundamental needs must be
ensured in the flood hit areas. The media and human aid organizations should play their positive
role in this regard.To conclude, prevention of floods has become a matter of life and death for
Pakistan. The people of the country have really been let down by those at the helm of the country’s
affairs. The poor masses have suffered and suffered harder at the hands of a grim disaster
management system. They want a permanent and durable solution to the recurring calamity of
floods. The authorities have to recognize the role that they ought to perform. The time has come to
learn from the past and to ensure people that their lives and properties are not vulnerable to the
floods anymore. Political parties, disaster management authorities, civil and military institutions,
and other major stakeholders must be on the same page to protect the people from floods. Let us
not allow floods to kill our people. Let us not allow floods to demolish our properties. Let us plan for
a secure and floods-free Pakistan. It exists. It is real. It is possible.

KARACHI: During the ongoing drive against dengue virus, thousands of awareness pamphlets
were distributed among the students of Government Girls Elementary School Gulistan Colony and
Government Boys Primary School Gulistan Colony, Lyari. The dengue programme incharge, Dr
Masood Solangi, also briefed the students about the dengue virus, on the occasion. In a statement,
health minister Dr Mehtab Hussain Dahar said that the ongoing drive against dengue virus will
continue till September 10 in Karachi, and it will be taken to Hyderabad, Thatta, Tando Allah Yar,
Badin and Mirpurkhas in the next phase. After completion of these districts, the drive against
dengue virus will go to the remaining Sindh districts, he said. According to the statement, during
the awareness campaign 0.5 million awareness pamphlets will be distributed.

A severe heat wave struck southern Pakistan in June 2015 claiming the lives of around 2000
people. The temperature peaked to 49 °C (120 °F), the highest-recorded temperature in the
country in the last 35 years.

Karachi, the central vein of the country having a population nearing 20 million, was the worst struck
area. Unfortunately, despite being the third-largest city in the world, like any other city of Pakistan,
Karachi is severely under equipped to deal with emergency situations and disasters. As the heat
intensified, deaths resulting from heat stroke and dehydration rose and the morgues were soon
filled to their capacity. The refrigeration units soon failed and the bodies of the fallen were stocked
on top of each other with a hanging handwritten note on the door of the morgue saying, ‘sorry, we
are out of space.’

The situation was further strained as the heat wave coincided with the Holy month of Ramadan,
during which Muslims are forbidden from eating or drinking in daylight hours. However, | believe
the onus falls more heavily on the federal and provincial government, K-electric and state run
disaster management authorities like NDMA. In addition to the natural adversity, simultaneous
widespread failures of electrical grids led to major electricity shortages and power cuts crippling the
water supply system of the city, depriving people of water supply and adding to their woes.On
paper, we have numerous bodies like National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), Provincial
Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) and National Health Emergency Preparedness and
Response Network (NHEPRN) but when catastrophe strikes, affectees automatically look at
rangers, armed forces of Pakistan, NGOs or local populace for help. | find it deeply disturbing that
NDMC is headed by the Prime Minister of Pakistan and has representation from all key
government officials ranging from Leader of the Opposition in the National Assembly Member to
Minsters of Defense, Foreign Affairs and Finance and yet, it has time and again failed in the face of
adversity.

It is important to point towards the heat wave in neighboring India, just a month earlier than the
Karachi episode that left nearly around 1,700 people dead. Although, sadly enough, it failed to
raise any red flags for our meteorological department and disaster management authorities. Even
after the onslaught of the heat wave, the response of the political leadership and concerned
authorities was disappointing. Given the technological advancements all over the world, 68 years
after its inception, it is a misfortune that Pakistan has been unable to fully develop and strengthen
its disaster relief and management structures. The country’s history is marred with natural
disasters ranging from floods, tsunamis, droughts, cyclones and earthquakes. These disasters
have resulted in the loss of millions of rupees, destroyed infrastructures on a massive level and
have claimed the lives of hundreds of thousands of innocent people

Many environmental experts in Pakistan have voiced their concerns that the recent heat wave in
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Karachi was a mere symptom of global climate change mainly aggravated by massive
deforestation and expansion of asphalt superhighways in the country. We all agree that man can’t
control nature and | am not making an argument for that either. My only plea is to identify and to
focus on things that are in our control. | don’t have to try very hard to bring home my point, the
facts speak for themselves. Pakistan has the highest rate of deforestation in the world The work on
PML-N’s flagship project of Metro Bus started even before the Environment Impact Assessment
(EIA) report was finalizedThousands of trees were chopped down under a 635 million rupees
project to designate of a permanent location for Pakistan Day Parade on 23rd March.

Environmentalists claim that lack of sophisticated weather prediction technology in Pakistan has
majorly contributed to the casualties of the heat wave in Karachi One look around and we realize
that we are not alone in this. Washington state’s Olympic National Park, for the first time in its
history, the rainforest caught fire. Puerto Rico is under its strictest water rationing in history as a
monster El Nifio forms in the tropical Pacific Ocean, shifting weather patterns worldwide. London
reached 98 degrees Fahrenheit during the hottest July day ever recorded in the U.K. this year.
North Pacific has never seen such high water temperatures spreading on such level. This has
already started to show a profound effect on the marine life. The CEO of American food giant
General Mills has predicted that global warming is threatening to disrupt global food supplies.The
geographical location of Pakistan places it in heat surplus zone, making it extremely susceptible to
the impacts of climate change. Environment has almost always assumed a backseat in the agenda
of our political leadership. | remember a famous Pakistani news anchor commenting that ‘we don’t
talk about environment in our shows because it is not commercial enough’ in a conference
organized by International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in 2013.

The harsh reality is that we have not learnt from our mistakes and we are grossly unprepared to
deal with any disaster. We have yet to truly enable and strengthen our disaster and emergency
response bodies, build resilient infrastructures and join the technological revolution. And this can’t
be done if we are still stuck with formulating and tasking committees for investigations that barely
ever produce anything useful while our country’s top natural disaster management authority
starves for resources.The world has realized that climate change is real and it is here. The only
question that we need to ask ourselves is when are we going to do anything about it!

Post-flood Assessment This year Chitral had unprecedented amount of rainfall and a series of glacial lake outburst floods
The Nation,September8, 2015 (GLOFs) that claimed 36 lives and affected another 307,000. Thankfully, the monsoon floods are
officially declared over and post disaster assessment reports are have been prepared to tally the
damages. The damage assessment report by the Chitral deputy commissioner office states that
the rehabilitation of the flood-affected people and reconstruction of damaged infrastructure in
Chitral district would cost the provincial government an estimated Rs1.403 billion, out of which 75
percentlosses are related to destruction of roads in the district. The main focus of development will
remain on the reconstruction of roads and bridges, while compensation for the damaged houses
would cost a staggering Rs122.460 million. Rebuilding of irrigation channels across the district and
rehabilitation of water supply schemes will require another Rs103.109 million.In the case of the
Chitral floods, we must highlight the important observation that an analysis of disaster trend of the
area shows a marked increase in the incidences of GLOFs and increased rainfall in the last two
decades. Climate change is no longer an avoidable debate for this country. It is as pertinent an
issue for Pakistan as it is for the rest of the world. Even the so-called “experts” of the phenomena
have the most basic knowledge of how climate change is affecting the vulnerable population in the
north and how to tackle the aggravating mountain hazards. Pakistan’s negligible contribution to the
climate change debate will be visible in the COP21 in Paris this year, just like in every international
event held in the past. This must change.The other important element that requires utmost
attention is river management in areas like Chitral. The Chitral River, which runs across the district
for 260 kilometres after originating in Baroghil valley, has eaten away large tracts of lands along its
banks at 18 places spreading over several kilometres across the district, which it terms as ‘danger
zones.” Encroachments along the river exacerbate the flood risk and subsequent damages caused.
Housing has to be regulated in a planned and effective manner now that there is a renewed
chance of building the infrastructure of the area. Deforestation and uncontrolled grazing in the area
are other major problems that need to be addressed before the next flood season. One can only
hope that reconstruction does not linger on for another five years like some flood-affected areas of
the 2010 event that are still waiting for infrastructure to be improved to make their communities
more flood resilient.

Public health: Jinnah LAHORE: Environment Protection Department teams have twice found dengue larvae at Jinnah
Hospital among sites with Hospital in two weeks. A special squad including EPD and health secretaries that raided the
dengue larvae hospital on Tugsday isst_Jed a noti_ce to the administration askir_]g it to inspect the premises and
Exoress Tribune. Sentermbers. 2015  TeHAg mosquito breeding sites in two days, EPD Deputy Director Naseemur Rehman Shah

P »o6P ’ told The Express Tribune.The raiding team found dengue larvae in large numbers at a ward and in
desert coolers installed at a hostel on the premises. During a raid at the hospital on August 27, the
special squad had found dengue larvae in the hospital's burnt unit, said Environment DO Younis
Zahid, a member of the squad.He said they had also found dengue larvae at three other hospitals
during raids conducted last month. These were Naz Hospital, Kalsoom Maternity Hospital and
Gulab Devi Hospital. Zahid said at Gulab Devi Hospital they had found larvae at desert cooler
installed at the office of the medical superintendent.

Besides hospitals, the EPD had also been raiding tyre shops, warehouses, junkyards, nurseries
and construction sites in the city. According to the eight month (January to August) data compiled
by the department, the highest incidence of dengue larvae was in Gulberg Town.The EPD team
found these at 31 places in Gulberg Town. There were 27 such sites in Aziz Bhatti Town and 22 in
Data Ganj Bakhsh Town. The lowest incidence was in Wagha Town where the team found the
larvae at only three sites. In sum, the EPD found dengue larvae at 139 sites across the city during
raids from January to August.Zahid said another place where dengue larvae were found was the
office of the Geological Survey of Pakistan.He said tolerance for negligence in anti-dengue raids
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was very low among government high-ups this year. Therefore, he said there was a lot of
competition among departments assigned the task for better performance. This could be a reason
for higher number of larvae-find reports during raids this year.However, he said he felt the
incidence could have been low had the Social Welfare Department done a better job at detecting
and removing breeding sites in areas assigned to it.

Social Welfare Department Director (planning) Muhammad Suleman dismissed the suggestion that
high incidence of dengue larvae was because of his department’s failure to complete the tasks
assigned to it. He said the Social Welfare Department was responsible only for arranging
campaigns to raise awareness among the public about dengue fever prevention measures.EPD
Deputy Director Shah said the larvae collected during the raids had been sent for analysis to the
Institute of Public Health. He said the sites had been sprayed with anti-dengue mosquito
insecticide.A survey of five other districts during this time period had found dengue larvae at 55
sites in Rawalpindi; 34 in Gujranwala; seven in Sheikhupura; four in Faislabad, and none in Multan.
The Health Department had documented 47 dengue fever cases in Rawalpindi during the year.

A petition filed before the Lahore High Court by an agriculturalist raises the extremely relevant
question of what is being done to develop resilience to climatic changes. The LHC bench hearing
the petition has ordered the government of Punjab to respond to what is being done to enforce the
Framework for Implementation of National Climate Change Policy 2013, agreed upon after a
meeting in 2012. At the latest hearing of the petition on Friday, Justice Mansoor Ali Shah asked the
Pakistan Meteorological Department to present the 47-year record of climate change in the
country. Government officials also told the court that wide ranging green policies are required to
control changes in climate while the water and power ministry has said that the construction of 7
large dams and 36 smaller ones is necessary to control floods. Large dams also raise political and
environmental questions.

The petition points out that Pakistan is facing extreme weather conditions more frequently and has
also suffered rains at unusual times. All this, it is argued, affects agricultural production and
efficiency, in some cases depriving people of their livelihoods. The quality of life has also been hit
by factors such as the depletion of forests and increased air pollution. Experts cite glacial melt, a
consequence of global warming, as a factor in recent flooding while rapid soil erosion due to tree
felling promotes the hill torrents that create so much rain havoc in mountainous areas.Certainly,
these are factors that need to be explored. The government has done too little to examine climate
change or enforce the policies agreed on at international forums. As a result of the changing
weather patterns, we annually suffer losses in crop production and other export items such as the
mango crop which has been adversely hit by unexpected weather patterns. There is a need for
much more expert advice on how we can combat these factors. We must also recognise that we
will need a regional alliance of some kind to be successful in our endeavours. Climate, after all, is
oblivious to borders. However, within our own country, we can do a great deal to prevent
environmental degradation and hold back the growing impact of pollution and unplanned
development that has hit so many parts of the country and impacts those, such as farmers, who
make their living off the earth and the produce that it delivers. These people, as well as others
affected by the climate in a country which sees severe weather in many regions need to be
protected in one way or the other. The issue of climate change is receiving greater attention now.
The World Bank has offered Pakistan help in this sector while the federal government has advised
provincial governments to include the topic in school curriculum, a step that — if done well — would
certainly raise much-needed awareness.

BOONI: The Helping Hand general manager, Mr Muhammad Rahim Maree, and the district
executive director visited the flood-affected areas of upper Chitral and conducted a meeting with
BLSO after meeting the affectees. In the meeting, the general manager briefed the participants
regarding the organization of Helping Hand and its services in the country and out of the country
.He said the purpose of their visit to the area was to provide shelter to those people who were
deprived of their houses due to the recent floods, says a press statement issued by BLSO.He said
the BLSO will play a leading role in this connection and Mr. Zulfigar Cheema will directly supervise
the assessment, so we can ensure transparency.

On the occasion, Mr. Zulfigar Cheema district coordinators of Helping Hand Mr M. Younis of the
AKRSP and Sher Afzal, manager of the BLSO, were also present.

LAHORE: In the last two days 29 patients have been diagnosed with dengue in Punjab, Aaj News
reported.Of them 20 belong to Rawalpindi, five belong to Faislabad, and four belong to Lahore.In
the last two months reports of dengue in Punjab have reached 131.Dengue is spread by a
mosquito which breeds in fresh water. Health authorities say that the during a dengue epidemic no
container of fresh water should be left uncovered.This includes water tanks and buckets.

KARACHI: The Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) administrator Sajjad Hussain Abbasi has
sought support of Karachiites for the Gujjar nullah channelisation project, which is aimed to remove
all encroachments on the channel. Speaking to the media during his visit to the project site, he said
that the 12-kilometer-long Guijjar Nullah, which passes through six towns of the metropolis, needed
to be urgently evacuated from all sorts of infringements and intrusions to avoid flood-like situations.
The encroachers themselves are the worst affected, as their illegally constructed houses and other
concrete structures are submerged for days, said Abbasi. He said that the protection of public life
and property is the responsibility of the administration.

SRINAGAR: Police arrested Kashmiri trade union and separatist leaders after they called a
daylong strike on Monday to protest a lack of help given by the Indian government to victims of the
worst flooding seen in the region in more than a century.The strike was a success despite the
arrests, a sign of growing disappointment in Kashmir at relief efforts after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was initially praised for his swift response to the floods that killed more than 300 people and
devastated half a million homes.Shops, schools and businesses were closed in several towns in
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the troubled region on Monday — the first anniversary since rivers burst their banks. Buses and
taxis were also off the roads.Police arrested at least six trade union leaders in nighttime raids and
placed senior separatists including Syed Ali Shah Geelani, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and Mohammad
Yasin Malik under house arrest. “We detained some of the trade union leaders as a preventive
measure to stop them from leading protest marches,” a senior police officer said. “We have also
put some of the separatist leaders under house arrest to prevent violence.”

To prevent people gathering on Monday, the police closed off the main shipping district in Srinagar,
where a protest planned. Former Chief Minister Omar Abdullah criticised the governments
response. “All these people wanted to do was register their dissatisfaction at the absence of any
meaningful flood relief,”"he said.Jammu and Kashmir state government has asked Modi's
government for aid worth 440 billion Indian rupees ($6.6billion), but that money is yet to be
approved. The state government estimates the floods caused $16 billion of damage.So far, the
central government has spent $750 million to help the flood victims and repair damaged
infrastructure, according to the local government. The misery has added to problems of the
administration in a Muslim-majority region where a revolt against Indian rule has simmered for
nearly a quarter century.Paddy farmer Abdul Gani Bhat lives with his family of five in a tin shed
after his home was washed away. He says he has not received enough government money to
rebuild it. “The prime minister promised to rehabilitate us during the elections,” Hassan said of the
state polls in December.“We need help so we can build a roof over our heads.” Nirmal Singh,
Kashmir's deputy chief minister and a member of Modi’s ruling party, told reporters that the central
government will announce a big aid package soon. “The government is working out where the
money will bespent,” he said. “It will come soon.”

Faislabad: 2 cases of FAISLABAD: 2 more cases of dengue emerged on Monday as the number of dengue affectees
dengue virus emerge rose to 9 in Allied Hospital, Faislabad, reported Dunya News.Two more residents were confirmed
Dunya News, September7, 2015 as dengue patients in Allied Hospital Faisalabad. The cases emerged last week after which
authorities rushed to action. The patients were placed in the isolation ward where a patient,
Shareefan Bibi, is in critical condition.

Chitral’s reconstruction PESHAWAR: The rehabilitation of the flood-affected people and reconstruction of damaged
needs over Rs1.4bn infrastructure in Chitral district would cost the provincial kitty Rs1.403 billion.The damage
Dawn News, September7, 2015 assessment report, prepared by the Chitral deputy commissioner office, a copy of which is
available with Dawn, shows that more than 75 per cent losses are related to destruction of roads in
the district. The reconstruction of roads and bridges will require Rs1.106 billion of which Rs635.2
million will be needed for reconstruction of damaged roads and Rs470.85 million will have to be
spent on rebuilding of the destroyed bridges.

Besides, compensation for the damaged houses would cost Rs122.460 million, rebuilding of
irrigation channels across the district will need Rs63 million and rehabilitation of water supply
schemes will require Rs103.109 million.The 107 pages report says that floods wreaked havoc in
different areas of Chitral from July 15 till August 2. It says that district witnessed low to very high
level flooding in at least 48 streams.The report says that flood was first reported in Broze village
stream on July 15 and then an unusual and unprecedented torrential rain and series of glacial lake
outburst floods (GLOFs) hit the district.“The rain was followed by thunderstorm and cloud outburst
while the intensity of the thunderstorm triggered the occurrence of GLOF events, which destroyed
the infrastructure,” it says.

According to the report, the floods affected about 307,000 people as roads linking Kalash valleys,
Lotkuh tehsil and Upper Chitral with rest of the district were washed away. The residents of the
area remained stranded for three weeks.The floods killed 36 people across Chitral and an amount
of Rs12 million was paid to their legal heirs as compensation. A total of 803 houses were
destroyed completely and 683 others were damaged partially.The floods also damaged about 28
state-run schools, 11 micro-hydel power stations, seven mosques, two Jamat Khana, 37
watermills, 56 shops, 13 vehicles and three private educational institutions.Besides, 1,455 trees
including 2,832 fruit bearing and 8,623 non-fruit bearing trees were also washed away by the
raging torrents.The report also looks into reasons that caused these unprecedented floods and
notes that only 4.7 per cent area is covered with forests in southern parts of the district. It urges the
government to reassert its control in face of merciless chopping of trees.It says that free grazing
without rules and regulations was another major problem and suggests regulations and rotational
grazing through community involvement to overcome the problem.The report notes that GLOFs
emerged as the most significant climate change related events with specific reference to Chitral
and aggravating mountain hazards.The analysis of past disaster trends reveals an upward trend
for GLOF events during the past two decades, it says.The report notes that controlling and
managing of the Chitral River, which snakes across the district for 260 kilometres after originating
in Baroghil valley close to the Pamir, was a big question mark.It says that the river has eaten away
large tracts of lands along its banks at 18 places spreading over several kilometres across the
district, which it terms as ‘danger zones.’It says that the district government would ask provincial
and federal government and NGOs to help reclaim this land.The report says that unplanned
buildings in riverbeds and catchment areas were more vulnerable and sustained major damages. It
says that encroachments would be removed following completion of assessment by irrigation
department.The report also suggests detailed study of flooding in Broze stream and Rumboor
valley to ascertain the exact nature of flood and possible triggers behind it.

L CE T LYol RITHITHERTETIMN A year after floods devastated parts of Kashmir, the victims of the natural calamity feel that
for rehabilitation governments at the Centre and in the state have done "precious little" for rehabilitating them."We
Thestatesman, September6, 2015 are talking one year down the line and all we have got peanuts in the name of relief and
rehabilitation," 75-year-old Ghulam Mohammad Bhat told PTI.Bhat's three-storey house in Jawahar
Nagar area of the city collapsed in the flood that struck Kashmir and some parts of Jammu in the
first week of September last year. He and his family were lucky to leave their home minutes before
the tragedy struck."We saw our house collapse in front of our eyes as we took refuge in the third
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storey of neighbour's house.Everything was gone and we managed to just escape with our lives
only," Bhat's wife, Nabla Begum, said.The elderly couple are still putting up with their relatives in
uptown Rawalpora locality as the Rs 78,800 given to them by the government as compensation
was not even enough to get the debris of their collapsed house cleared."We were expecting large
hearted approach from the Centre for rehabilitating the flood victims but even after one year, they
have not taken a decision on the relief package for the state," Bhat said.Some of the victims have
also alleged malpractices by the lower ranking staff of the Revenue Department, who prepared the
loss assessment report following the floods last year.They alleged that bribes and close
connections with politicians ensure that some people got the first instalment of relief more than
once."There is one case in our locality where a man had got Rs 50,000 compensation four times in
four different bank accounts using different variations of his name," Ali Mohammad, a resident of
Natipora, said..

Showing the documents of Revenue Department, Ali Mohammad pointed out that one Mohammad
Amin Bhat's name also figured as 'Mohd Amin', 'M A Bhat' and 'Mohammad Amin' in the list of
beneficiaries in Natipora."We don't have so many Mohammad Amins in our locality.Someone
needs to look into it," he said.In Old Barzulla locality, which was unaffected by the floods, the
Revenue authorities on the basis of recommendations made by political workers have allegedly
dished out relief cheques to hundreds of house owners."Many people have returned the cheques
but most have encashed the instruments. How does that happen when genuine victims are running
from pillar to post for some help to reconstruct their homes," Mohammad Irfan a local resident
said.There are some victims who are running from pillar to post for lack of proper
documentation."My house was destroyed in the deluge but | was denied even the Rs 75,000
compensation as the property was still in the name of my father. Being the only son, | thought it not
necessary to transfer the property in my name and now | am paying for it," A M Bhat, a resident of
Wazir Bagh said.Bhat said he made several representations to authorities including Deputy
Commissioner Srinagar for considering his case for compensation."First | was told to get an
affidavit from the court in support of my claim for compensation. After that | was told to get a
recommendation letter from Masjid Committee or Mohalla Welfare Committee ... | got it from both.
After that Patwari concerned came for on-ground verification but no decision has been taken yet,"
he added. The traders' bodies of the Valley maintain that they were not able to comprehend the
policy pursued by the governments with regard to rehabilitation of flood victims, which includes the
business community."We left no stone unturned to represent the case of vcitims but now we are
disheartened.

Union) Finance Minister Arun Jaitley during a meeting in Delhi assured us that a package will be
announced in a short span of time. Is one year not enough time?" president of Kashmir Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) Sheikh Ashiq said.Ashiq said there is a need to infuse a new life
in the economy of Jammu and Kashmir by giving a comprehensive reconstruction and
development package."We are apprehensive that the state economy might collapse in the couple
of years to come. Business community may not be able to repay loans and general public, most of
whom are flood victims, do not have the spending capacity now," he said.Ashiq said while
development package as promised by the Centre was welcome, a Bihar-like package will not work
in Jammu and Kashmir."When people do not have roof over heads and businesses have no capital
to resume their activities, what are railway lines, roads and other infrastructure going to do for the
economy?" he asked.Ashiq said relief and rehabilitation should be a major component of any
development package that the Centre might be planning for the state. "We hope there is
one".Deputy Chief Minister Nirmal Singh had said yesterday that a big financial package will soon
be sanctioned to the state for the rehabilitation of the affected people."Centre had given some
money which we distributed. A big package will be announced soon. You know the government
has to go into the details as to where the money will be spent, (but) it will come soon," Singh
said.He said the financial package would be bigger than the Rs 44,000 crore package proposed by
the previous government.As the state government is planning to mark September 7 as the revival
day, traders, separatists and opposition National Conference have called for a strike tomorrow to
protest against the alleged failure of the government to rehabilitate victims.

Despite receiving heavy rains a few weeks ago, drought conditions in Tharparkar district remain
alarming. It has not received the second spell of rain yet and the maturity of crops and natural
grass has been marred.No natural grass is seen in more than 90pc areas of the sandy and rain-
dependent region for grazing cattle.Poor impoverished Thari growers, who are already under
heavy debts, have been facing harsh droughts for the last three consecutive years.However, as it
rained heavily in Mithi, they spent a lot of money on cultivation of their small farm lands, but all their
labour and expenses seem to have gone wasted. They would get no produce from crops if Thar
does not receive the second monsoon spell in the next two weeks.In the last three years, droughts
have rendered most of the impoverished Tharis resourceless, reducing their purchasing power,
while shopkeepers are reluctant to give them anything on credit.The relevant authorities have not
yet started the distribution of the eighth round of free relief wheat. Consequently, thousands of poor
families are facing starvation. Many are seen migrating to barrage areas.The government should
conduct a survey of the entire district, declare it calamity hit, and must take relief measures on a
massive scale.

ISLAMABAD: As many as five patients from Islamabad Capital Territory have so far been tested
positive for dengue fever while Islamabad hospitals have tested 11 cases positive till
Saturday.Data collected by ‘The News’ has revealed that two patients belonging to ICT rural area
while three patients from ICT urban area have been tested positive for dengue fever. Of these five
patents, four were tested positive at Islamabad hospitals while one from Sohan was tested positive
at Holy Family Hospital in Rawalpindi.Apart from four patients from the ICT, the Islamabad
hospitals including Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences and Shifa International tested another
seven patients belonging to various districts of the country.The five patients confirmed positive
from ICT are residents of Ghori Town, Sohan and sectors G-8, I-10 and H-13, said Assistant
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District Health Officer at ICT Health Department and In-charge District Dengue Control Cell Dr.
Muhammad Najeeb Durrani while talking to ‘The News’ on Saturday.He added the ICT rapid
response teams have performed fumigation and insecticidal residual spray in the areas from where
confirmed cases have been reported. The rapid response teams are performing fogging in the area
of residence of a patient and IRS inside the patient's house and 20 houses on each side of his
residence, he explained.He said the teams of lady health workers have also visited the areas of
residence of confirmed patients of dengue fever in rural set-ups for social mobilization.To a query,
he said PIMS has tested a total of six patients positive for dengue fever while Shifa International
tested five patients positive in all through NS1 test. One patient each from Charsadda, Mardan,
Abbottabad, Fatehjang and Kotli while two patients from Haripur have been tested positive at
Islamabad hospitals, he said.He added the ICT Health Department has notified the health
departments of all districts from where cases have been tested positive at Islamabad hospitals.The
ICT Health Department is performing hospital-based surveillance on regular basis and collecting
data regarding dengue fever patients on daily basis enabling it to properly respond to the situation,
said Dr. Durrani while responding to a query.He added the teams of LHWs are working on indoor
surveillance and social mobilization while sanitary inspectors and malaria inspectors are serving in
the field for outdoor surveillance.

Dengue unchecked in Deadly dengue outspread in Rawalpindi district is going unchecked as 20 new cases surfaced on
Pindi, 20 cases surface in Sunday taking the total tally to 100.According to health department, as many as 20 patients
a day admitted in three hospitals of Rawalpindi on Sunday were found affected with the dengue
Pakistan TodaySeptembers, 2015 virus.Despite all out efforts of the health department and decrease in day-time temperatures,

’ spread of dengue has not been brought under control.Citizens have expressed deep concerns
over the rapid spread of the deadly disease and have demanded of the provincial government and
health authorities to take solid measures to keep a check on the spread of disease which poses a
serious threat to precious lives.
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DETAILS

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has facilitated the return of over
53,166 registered Afghan refugees from Pakistan so far this year. An official source told APP that
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa this year, some 27,234 registered Afghan refugees have returned back
to their homes. In addition, 11,758 from Punjab, 4,295 from Sindh, 6,255 from Balochistan, 740
refugees from Islamabad and 2,884 from Azad Jammu Kashmir also went back to Afghanistan.

TARNOL: Police officials along with Rangers on Saturday arrested over a 100 suspected
militants during a search operation in the Tarnol area, on the outskirts of Islamabad. “Out of the
total number of detainees, 60 were booked on various charges. Whereas six of them are being
examined for possible links with extremist outfits,” a police official told The Express Tribune.
However, the official added “It has not yet been established whether they are terrorists or belong to
any terrorist organisation.” Further, authorities claim to have seized a large cache of arms and
ammunition, including eight kilogrammes of locally-made explosives, detonators, and narcotics.
Earlier, an anti-terrorism court (ATC) remanded five suspects allegedly affiliated with Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) to police custody on charges of attacking law enforcers with intent to
murder, possessing illicit weapons and explosives.

The police submitted that the suspects, Zaheer, Shireen Gul, Mohsin, Akhtar and Yar Khan, were
arrested after an exchange of fire in Rizvia Society. Police said that unlicensed weapons and hand
grenades were also seized from their possession. The alleged criminals were presented before the
ATC-Il by the Rizvia police who sought their remand, contending that the suspects were
‘dangerous’ militants of the TTP and were involved in a number of terrorism activities, including the
killing of top police officers in the city.

WEB DESK: Sindh Rangers claimed on Saturday to have apprehended at least 10 ‘target killers’
belonging to political parties from different areas of Karachi, Express News reported. According to
a Rangers spokesperson, “at least six of the arrested were part of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM) and Muhajir Qaumi Movement-Hagqiqi group.” While the suspects confessed to having
committed a number of heinous crimes, arms were also recovered from their possession, the
statement added. On Thursday, four MQM activists were killed in an encounter near the Northern
Bypass after which the MQM called for shutter down strike in the city. Later, the MQM held a press
conference in which it announced that the suspects belonged to the party and they were killed in
an ‘extrajudicial’ manner. However, Rangers officials termed the claims ‘baseless propaganda’ and
labelled the party’s allegations an attempt to mislead everyone.

WEB DESK: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif announced on Friday that the Karachi operation will be
completed at all costs and government will bring the perpetrators of terror to their logical end. “We
started the Karachi operation with great determination and there will be no let-up in this operation,”
the premier said, while addressing the media following his meeting with the heads of chambers of
commerce, representatives of All Pakistan Textile Mills Association and exporter groups at the PM
House. The prime minister said the nation is fighting a decisive war against terrorism across the
country. “Terrorists are carrying out cowardly acts by attacking media and police personnel in
Karachi in their last attempts to keep themselves alive,” PM Nawaz said. The prime minister said
terrorists have become weak and situation in Karachi has significantly improved since the
operation. “Karachi will become peaceful within next two years as terrorists are being neutralised.”
Further, the prime minister lauded the sacrifices of the nation and the army in fighting against
terror. “We will never forget the APS Peshawar tragedy,” he said, insisting that the spirit to fight
terror should remain alive among the people.

The prime minister reiterated the government’s stance that it took all the political parties on-board
before taking any major decisions, including that of Karachi operation. “In order to defeat terror, we
prepared a National Action Plan (NAP) and got the constitutional amendments done through
assemblies.” PM Nawaz said the government was working on mega development projects in the
country in order to steer it out of the current situation. “We want to include Pakistan into the list of
progressed countries,” the prime minister said, adding that the energy crisis will end very soon.
“You will see a marked improvement in the electricity and gas supply within the next two years,” he
added.

PM calls for increase in country’s exports, revenues

Earlier, PM Nawaz called for an increase in the country’s exports and revenues by exploring new
areas to meet the goals of development,Radio Pakistan reported. “No country can make progress
without enhancing its revenues besides we can only pay off our debts by increasing our
resources,” the premier said during his meeting with the business community. “Our exports have
not witnessed any growth over the past few years while other economies in South Asia have made
remarkable progress,” PM Nawaz regretted. Further, the prime minister sought valuable inputs
from the business community to resolve the problem of stagnant growth in the country’s exports.
Nawaz informed the traders that the government wants to address problems being faced by the
country’s business community. “The government is also aware of the problems of agriculture
sector caused by the sudden fall in prices of commodities in Pakistan as well as in the international
markets,” he said, adding that the government is paying attention to address the issues of the
farmers.

The prime minister pointed out that the resources were required to provide subsidies and
compensation to the people, highlighting the importance of exploring new avenues of revenues in
order to generate sufficient resources. PM Nawaz stressed the need of return from the sectors
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getting subsidies from the government and discussed issues relating to taxes and energy crisis
with the business community. Earlier, the members of the delegation gave suggestions for bringing
competitiveness in the products in order to enhance the country’s exports. Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar, Commerce Minister Khurram Dastgir Khan, Minister for Petroleum and Natural Resources
Shahid Khagan Abbasi, Minister for Water and Power Khawaja Asif and other high ranking officials
were present during the meeting.

Peshawar airport attack PESHAWAR: Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa’s counter terrorism department has arrested a high-profile
Y= a1 10e Bl a- s -1s Mo B DI terrorist who targeted an airplane at Bacha Khan International airport in Peshawar in June last
The Express Tribune, September year, officials said on Friday. “Noor Muhammad, a resident of Nowshera, was taken into custody
11, 2015 from Ring Road, Peshawar. The accused after initial interrogation confessed to firing at Pakistan
International Airlines flight PK-756 from Riyadh to Peshawar on June 25, 2014,” a statement from
CTD stated. “The accused was a member of a banned terrorist outfit,” CTD officials said.
However, they refused to name the outfit. “We have evidence that the suspect was not only
involved in collecting extortion money but in target killings of security personnel as well,” the
officials added. Further, the statement said the accused will be handed over to Badhaber police
station where an FIR was registered against unknown culprits last year after the firing incident
occurred. “Further developments are expected,” the officials added.

On June 24, gunmen fired on Pakistan International Airlines flight as it was landing at the Bacha
Khan International Airport, killing a woman and injuring two stewards. Eight bullets had pierced
through the service door of the plane and resulted in the death of a female passenger. The incident
had severe consequences on the security dynamics of the province and had resulted in temporary
suspension of flights to the airport while international companies had refused to continue their
services from the city.

Nearly 5,000 cops PESHAWAR: An unprecedented number of police officials of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Police
punished in KP during have been awarded punishments on multifarious grounds since October 2013, a document

past two years: report
Daily Dawn, September 11, 2015

obtained by DawnNews reveals. It is the first time in Pakistani history that senior level-officers
including Deputy Superintendents of Police (DSPs) and acting Superintendents of Police (SPs)
have been removed from service on account of misconduct. Between October 2013 and
September 2015, 4,934 police officials have been either removed from service or awarded other
punishments on disciplinary grounds, the document shows. The policemen include 15 DSPs and
acting SPs, 44 Inspectors, 328 Sub-Inspectors, 321 Assistant Sub-Inspectors, 385 Head
Constables and 3,842 Constables. Of these officials, 10 DSPs and acting SPs, four Inspectors, 42
Sls, 34 ASls, 51 HCs and 446 Constables have been removed from service. All these punishments
have been awarded after following due procedure of law. Whenever a complaint against a police
official is brought to the attention of the Inspector General Police (IGP), it is forwarded to three
different agencies for verification and subject to an initial fact-finding inquiry.

This procedure is to be completed within 24 hours. If the official is found guilty in the initial inquiry,
he is suspended and the initiation of departmental disciplinary proceedings are ordered under the
KP Police Efficiency and Discipline Rules. On completion of these proceedings, the delinquent
official, if found guilty, is awarded appropriate punishment in line with the recommendation of the
inquiry officer. According to the KP police spokesman Riaz Khan, the effective internal
accountability mechanism is a pre-requisite of bridging the ever-increasing gap between the public
and police. KP's IGP Nasir Khan Durrani has developed an organised Police Access System to
address public complaints within the shortest possible time. He also introduced the I-call system,
establishing a round-the-clock direct link between himself and the public. "Through the efforts of
IGP Durrani, the KP Police Efficiency and Discipline rules were amended in 2014, resultantly
empowering supervisory officers to initiate disciplinary proceedings against their subordinates and
award them punishments," Riaz Khan said. "This was believed essential for effective and
efficacious supervision. Prior to the amendments, a District Police Officer (DPO) was unable to
punish officers above the rank of SI."

Similarly, a Sub-Divisional Police Officer (SDPO) had no powers to punish officers of any rank. It
rendered SDPOs ineffective while DPOs were reluctant to post Inspectors as SHOs. Likewise, the
Regional Police Officer (RPO) had no means to discipline SDPOs as the power to punish rested
with the IGP. A special appellate board has also been incorporated through these amendments for
redressal of grievances of the police officials in a professional, transparent and judicious manner.
"The special appellate board consisting of the IGP and senior officers of the rank Additional IGP
and DIG provides an opportunity of second appeal," the KP police spokesman said. Owing to the
constitution of this board, the high courts have also taken exception towards deciding any appeal
in favour of applicants, Riaz Khan said.

BE LG WG YNV gACI Bils 111 -T@l WEB DESK: Pakistan and Russia are currently in talks on the delivery of Russian multirole Mi-
jets, attack helicopters 35M attack helicopters and the Iatest_Su-35 f_ighter jets, according to Sputn_ik’. Russian Deputy
underway: Russian deputy Forglgn Minister Sergei Ryab’kc'.v conflr{ned t.hIS week that Eakl;tan is Russia’s closest' partqer,

adding that the two countries’ ties are “evolving not only militarily but in other sectors, including
FM energy.” With strained relations between Pakistan and India, it may not come as a surprise that the
The Express Tribune, September military expansion between Moscow and Islamabad could irk India. However, Ryabkov told
10, 2015 journalists that’l do not think that the contracts under discussion will cause jealousy on the part
of any of the two sides.”Last month, a source in the Russian system of military and technical
cooperation revealed that a draft contract has been delivered from Russia to Pakistan for the
dispatch of four Mil Mi-35M (NATO reporting name: Hind E) combat helicopters, according to a
report published on TASS. Russia’s state arms exporter Rosoboronexport, said that talks
pertaining to the delivery of helicopters were under way with the Pakistani side. However, declined
to disclose the details of these consultations. Just last year, Russia’s Rostec hi-tech corporation
CEO Sergey Chemezov announced that Russia had lifted its embargo on the delivery of
armaments and military hardware to Pakistan and was holding negotiations on the delivery of
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helicopters to the country.

ISLAMABAD: In a high-level meeting to review progress of the implementation of the National
Action Plan (NAP), the country’s top civil-military leadership approved a countrywide crackdown
against sectarianism. “It was unanimously decided during the today’s meeting of the country’s top
civil-military leadership that elements challenging the writ of the state would be eliminated,” Nisar
said during a press conference after the apex committee’s meeting held at the Prime Minister’s
House in Islamabad. It has been decided that there will be zero tolerance for hate speech and hate
literature, the interior minister said. “There will be no tolerance for calling each other infidel or
liable to be killed,” he said. “There is a very thin line between sectarianism and terrorism. They
both go hand-in-hand.” Earlier, the national apex committee met in Islamabad, where key
decisions taken were accorded by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and Chief of Army Staff General
Raheel Sharif. The meeting discussed introducing fresh legislation, seeking to completely ban
sectarianism and its financiers. DG ISI Lt-Gen Rizwan Akhtar, DG IB, provincial chief ministers and
other high-ranking officials. The leadership of Azad Jammu & Kashmir (AJK) and Gilgit-Baltistan
(G-B) also attended the session to review NAP implementation.

Registration of madrassas

About seminaries, the interior minister said the process of their would continue with consultation of
their leadership. “They will first meet with federal secretary interior and then the provincial
leadership,” he said, adding ulemas should portray the narrative of Islam and Pakistan rather of
those who kill the innocent. He said a joint strategy would adopted by the federal and the provincial
governments to deal with several issues, i.e. NGOs, arms licences, security companies and
sectarianism.

NGOs

“It is the duty of the federal government to keep an eye on international NGOs, and regulate them
while at the same time, the provincial governments are also required to regulate the local NGOs,
the interior minister maintained. Nisar said the interior ministry had prepared a regulatory policy for
the NGOs in a record time of just 2.5 months after PM Nawaz had announced the government’s
decision to regulate the NGOs in June 2015. “We will issue the policy soon after sharing it with
provinces to help them formulate a similar policy document to regulate local NGOs.” He, however,
clarified that regulation on NGOs does not mean putting a ban on any of the good work being done
by them in the country.

Arms licenses

On the issue of arms licences, the interior minister said the federal government will introduce a
fresh policy for renewing the old arms licences and those who do not get their licences renewed
will be cancelled. Meanwhile, law enforcers were directed to start a campaign to purge the country
of illegal weapons. Nisar in the meeting said over 0.5 million weapons were confiscated by law
enforcers during an on-going crackdown against those holding illegal weapons. The civil-military
brass also discussed the next phase of the on-going security forces’ operation against militants in
the north-western areas of the country. Earlier, Nisar was briefed on the implementation of NAP
across the country by all four chief secretaries, home secretaries, interior secretaries and inspector
generals of police of all the provinces who are also a part of the meeting. During the first session of
the meeting, the interior minister was shown presentations on the 20 points of the NAP
implementation, prepared by the provinces.

ISLAMABAD: The federal government is considering legislation to ban sectarianism and any
attempt to finance sectarian hatred. Takfir, meaning one Muslim declaring another Muslim Kafir
(apostate), will be considered a serious offence, under the proposed law which will be discussed at
a meeting on Thursday in the Prime Minister's Office. “The purpose of the new law is to ban
sectarianism and come down hard on financers of sectarian violence in the country,” said an
official monitoring progress on the National Action Plan (NAP). “Both the centre and the provinces
will pass legislation towards this end,” he said. Experts believe the state is facing a major threat
from sectarian groups, many of whom have been active in south Punjab, interior Sindh and
Balochistan for several years now. Hundreds have been killed in targeted killings motivated by
sectarian hatred, which according to some experts, has been fueled by certain ‘brotherly’ allies of
Pakistan. “We will take up the issue of provinces’ hurdles in way of swift action against all banned
outfits,” the official told The Express Tribune on the condition of anonymity. “Under new laws, no
one will be allowed to declare a member of any other Muslim sect apostate.”

Talking to The Express Tribune, senior lawyer Ali Zafar said the government could amend relevant
clauses of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) after reviewing the chapter of “deliberate and malicious
acts intended to outrage religious feelings of any class by insulting its religion or religious beliefs.”
“It is a serious issue. The 1973 Constitution gives everybody the right to freely exercise his or her
religion or belief,” he said. Former interior secretary Mahmood Shah said sectarianism should be
considered a serious offence under the new laws. “It is high time we got rid of this chronic issue.
Funds coming from abroad is also fueling sectarian violence which must be stopped and the issue
should be taken up with brotherly countries,” he said. Pakistan’s top civil and military authorities
are scheduled to hold a crucial meeting in Islamabad today (Thursday) to discuss the next phase
of the operation against militants. Participants include the prime minister, military and intelligence
chiefs, chief ministers for the four provinces and Gilgit-Baltistan, and the premier of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir. “We are going to discuss a three-point agenda, with a focus on counter-terrorism
and how to de-radicalise our society,” said a senior National Counter-Terrorism Authority (Nacta)
official who will also attend the meeting. The other two areas to be focused in the meeting are
controlling proliferation of weapons and implementation of NAP in the provinces, the Nacta official
said. He added that the Foreign Office would also convince authorities in Saudi Arabia and Iran to
send funds to seminaries in Pakistan only through official channels. According to the official, the
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interior minister will also formulate a draft policy for deweaponisation in the country.

KARACHI: As many as 3,662 madrassas in Sindh (2,122 in Karachi, 1,548 Hyderabad) have so
far been geo-tagged as part of the National Action Plan (NAP), the Sindh home secretary said on
Wednesday. “This would help us to see exact location of these seminaries,” he said. In a meeting
held at the CM House to review the implementation of NAP in the province, Sindh Home Secretary
Mukhtar Soomro said that of the 9,590 madrassas in the province, 6,503 were registered. IG Sindh
Ghulam Hyder Jamali disclosed that they had sealed as many as 167 madrassas in the province
owing to different reasons. Further, he added that while searching 21 suspected seminaries in
Karachi, Hyderabad and Badin, they had recovered hate material from some of them.

Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah sought support from ulemas of different schools of thought in
implementing NAP. “All the ulemas concerned must be taken on board during the process,” he
directed. Talking about the identification and repatriation of Afghan refugees, the home secretary
said that as many as 92,646 Afghan nationals had so far been registered in Sindh. “As many as
650 families and 3,021 individuals have voluntarily repatriated since 2015,” Soomro said, adding
that 35,278 Afghans had been repatriated from Sindh till August 2015. He added that about 720
cases had been registered against illegal Afghan nationals. Further 2,100 of them had been
arrested, 1,309 had been nominated in various cases while 953 were under judicial custody, the
chief secretary said, adding 222 illegal Afghans were also repatriated by IG Jails. Statistics related
to the continuing Karachi operation were also shared in the meeting.

Executions

Soomro disclosed that out of 458 prisoners on death row, 18 had been executed in the province so
far. “About 395 appeals are pending in Sindh High Court, one in Federal Shariat Court, 53 in
Supreme Court, five mercy petitions are with the President of Pakistan. Meanwhile, four black
warrants have been stayed by the Sindh High Court.

Armed militias

Giving details of armed militias, which had been pointed out by the Rangers in a June apex
committee meeting, the home secretary said that as many as 61 banned religious organisations
had so far been identified. “1,155 terrorists were killed, including 164 leaders of al Qaeda and
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, 130 Lyari gang war elements between September 2013 to September
2015,” he dilated while briefing on operation’s progress. Over 63,000 terrorists and criminals were
arrested, including 879 men who belonged to al Qaeda and the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, and
67 were part of the Lyari gang war, said Soomro. Talking about the suspects handed over to
Rangers during the Karachi operation up to August 31, 2015, Jamali said 495 had been arrested,
489 had been charged, whereas six were under investigation. Two of the accused had been
convicted by a competent court while four had been acquitted. Currently, he said that 462 convicts
were in jail whereas 21 had managed to secure bail. 16,650 illicit arms and explosives had also
been recovered, he added.

Arms provided by army

IG Sindh provided details of the weapons and equipment provided by the army. He said that arms
worth Rs65 million had been provided to Sindh police by Chief of Army Staff General Raheel
Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: After years of terrorist attacks, military coups and political upheaval, Pakistan for
now has settled into a period of relative calm. “Over the past nine months, government statistics
show, major terrorist attacks have declined 70% and Pakistanis are flocking back to shopping
malls, resorts and restaurants,” a report carried by Washington Post said on Tuesday.

“The relaxed and optimistic mood in Pakistan was benefiting Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
politically,” it said. “Still, the arrangement is allowing PM Nawaz to do something that Pakistani
leaders have struggled to accomplish for much of the past decade: implement a road map for what
a peaceful, stable Pakistan could look like. And in the process, the prime minister is winning over
sceptics despite his low-key leadership style,” the report maintained. According to the report, one
year after he was nearly bounced from office, Premier Nawaz has hung on amid signs the country
could be on the cusp of a surprising turnaround. “People are feeling more secure. There are
development projects, and the perspective of people is changing to say, ‘Okay, now we can see
things are going well,” the US based newspaper quoted Zafar Mueen Nasir, dean of business
studies at the Pakistan Institute of Development Economics as saying. “Of course, there will
always be some criticism and always a second opinion, but as far as | am concerned, this
government is at least showing some progress.”The report referred to last year’s sit-in in the
federal capital and said, “But as Islamabad slipped into an unusually chilly fall, Nawaz outlasted
the protesters.” “Now, Nawaz has turned his attention toward trying to rebuild a chronically
sluggish economy while also delivering shiny new amenities for residents,” the report added. It
further stated: “It's a strategy that has become easier to implement this year, as a military
campaign in Pakistan’s tribal belt and its largest city, Karachi, has been credited with reducing
terrorist attacks and other crimes.” The report quoting the South Asia Terrorism Portal, which
monitors violence, said: “In the first eight months of this year, 680 civilians have been killed in
terrorist attacks, compared with 1,194 in the same period last year and 2,246 in 2013.”

WEB DESK: National Command Authority reiterated on Wednesday the country’s resolve to
maintain full spectrum deterrence capability to deter all forms of aggression and adhere to a policy
of avoiding an arms race. “In view of the growing conventional asymmetry, the NCA reiterated the
nation’s resolve to maintain full spectrum deterrence capability in line with the dictates of ‘credible
minimum deterrence’ to deter all forms of aggression, adhering to the policy of avoiding an arms
race,” DG ISPR Asim Bajwa said, regarding the meeting. The NCA reaffirmed that the state
remains fully cognizant of the evolving security dynamics of South Asia and will take all measures
to safeguard its national security. “Pakistan seeks peace and strategic stability in South Asia as
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corner stone of its policy and considers conflict resolution, as the mean to achieve this end,” Bajwa
added. “Pakistan shares the goals of non-proliferation and is committed to play its due role as a
mainstream partner in the global non-proliferation regimes,” the NCA further said. As a responsible
nuclear state, Pakistan will remain actively engaged with the international community on nuclear
stability and security issues, the NCA decided.

In its appraisal of the non-proliferation debate since the last meeting, the NCA expressed
satisfaction on Pakistan’s enhanced outreach with multilateral export control regimes. Pakistan
shares the goals of non-proliferation and is committed to play its due role as a mainstream partner
in the global non-proliferation regimes. Further, the NCA reposed full confidence in Pakistan’s
robust nuclear command and control structure and security arrangements related to country’s
strategic assets. The meeting chaired by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif reviewed the internal
security situation and acknowledged the sacrifices and appreciated successes of the Armed
Forces in the ongoing Operation Zarb-e-Azb. Pakistan’s interest in joining multilateral export
control regimes on non-discriminatory basis, including the membership of NSG were also
reviewed. Pakistan has the requisite credentials for full access to civil nuclear technology for
peaceful purposes, particularly to meet its energy shortages. The meeting was attended by
defence minister, finance and interior minister, the Adviser to the Prime Minister for National
Security and Foreign Affairs, Sartaj Aziz among others.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah on Tuesday announced head money for the
eight absconders in the Safoora Goth carnage case. The chief minister has set Rs2.5 million as
head money for eight of the absconders connected to the Safoora Goth attack. Those with head
money of Rs2.5 million are Hafiz Muhammad Umar alias Hafeez, Ali Rehman alias Tona, Abdullah
Mansoori, Mistri Pathan, ljteba alias Dawood, Mehmood, Tayyab and Abdullah bin Yousuf alias
Sagib. Earlier in July, five eye-witnesses had identified suspects Saad Aziz and Tahir Hussain for
their involvement in the Safoora Goth carnage. The witnesses had rightly picked up the accused
during the identification parade held in the court of a judicial magistrate in Malir and assigned them
their roles in the commissioning of the offence. The chief minister, while briefing media earlier in
May had said that those arrested in connection with the Safoora Goth carnage and killing of rights
activist Sabeen Mahmud, are “well-educated” militants. He added that the arrested individuals had
also confessed to grenade attacks on schools, bomb attacks on police vans, a naval officer and a
Rangers brigadier, a gun attack on an American educationist and targeted killing of police officials.
On May 14, at least 43 people were killed and 13 others were wounded when armed men opened
fire inside a bus carrying members of the Ismaili community near Safoora Chowk in Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: In a fresh crackdown against the issuance of fake Computerised National Identity
Cards (CNICs) to foreigners, the Federal Investigation Agency has arrested more than 200 people,
Director General FIA informed a meeting of the Senate’s Standing Committee on Interior.
Chairman National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA) Usman Mobin also informed the
participants that more than 100 officials of the department had been dismissed from service
following the arrests. “NADRA has also closed its office located in Karachi’s Baldia area where
almost all officials were involved in issuing CNICs to people bearing Afghan, Indian and other
nationalities,” he maintained. On July 24, 15 ex-nazims and councillors, including a newly-elected
town member, Bashir Khan were arrested in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for attesting documents of an
Afghan refugee relating to CNIC. Taking strict notice of the counterfeit activity, Interior Minister
Chaudhry Nisar on August 20 had directed relevant authorities to take action those involved in
issuing the identity cards and passports. Talking to the provincial heads of NADRA, passport office
and the FIA in Karachi, he said corrupt elements in national institutions would not be tolerated. The
committee, chaired by Senator Rehman Malik, also asked FIA to brief lawmakers on the latest
findings collected through investigations into the Axact fake degree scam on September 10.

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif presided over the Corps Commanders
conference held at the General Headquarters (GHQ) in Rawalpindi on Tuesday to discuss matters
related to the country’s security situation. An exhaustive review of professional matters vis-a-vis
armed forces, internal and external security situation was carried out, according to the Inter-
Services Public relations (ISPR), The present situation and future of ongoing operations against
terrorism also came under discussion. The conference was held just two days after Pakistan
celebrated Defence Day, during which the army chief said that the military was capable of
responding to any internal or external threat.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said on Monday that unity and cooperation at all levels
was the need of the hour to eliminate terrorism from the country, adding that terrists’ back had
been broken while their networks had been dismantled, Radio Pakistan reported. While chairing a
meeting of Ulema of Tanzeem lttehadul Madaris — which is a conglomerate of five leading
seminaries, the prime minister said that they were working to rid the country of terrorists. The
National Action Plan (NAP) was their common agenda and that everyone was on the same page to
implement it. Regarding the on-going military offensive, Operation Zarb-e-Azb, Nawaz said it was
yielding positive results. Irreparable damage had been inflicted on terrorists and their networks
have been dismantled, the prime minister said. Nawaz, while assuring the Ulema that the
government was ready to help them in introducing education reforms, said that the seminaries had
to play a role in discouraging sectarianism and terrorism. He added that a campaign to eliminate
such tendencies should be launched by developing a counter-narrative. The Ulema of Tanzeem
Ittehad-ul-Madaris assured unconditional support to NAP and said that they were ready to extend
any cooperation to the government in this regard. Earlier he directed the authorities concerned to
immediately implement the scheme of low-cost housing for the poor. After a marathon meeting
following the December 16 Peshawar attack, the country’s political leadership on December 25,
2014 approved NAP in a move described as a ‘defining moment’ in the fight against terrorism.
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RAWALPINDI - Two government degree colleges in Dhoke Syedan area could not be made
functional despite a lapse of seven years, causing consternation among the residents.Residents
complained that the colleges one each for girls and boys were constructed during the tenure of the
PML-Q-led government but they have not been made functional.“Our children stand deprived of basic
facility of education due to the sheer negligence of an elected representatives with a mere slogan of
“para likha Punjab” but practically their claims have gone down the drain and they have
disappointed,” said a group of residents.“What a pity it is that the college buildings have been built
but they have turned into haunted places.We have to send our daughters to colleges in far-off areas
for higher studies.The whole day we spend praying for their safe return from colleges,” they said.The
residents have appealed to Punjab chief minister to intervene and issue orders to make the two
colleges functional immediately.

ISLAMABAD: - Pakistan-Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Friendship Forum (PSCOFF) and
Inter-University Consortium for the Promotion of Social Sciences, Humanities and Arts (IUCPSS)
would jointly establish Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Study Centre and Pak SCO
Business Council.lt was announced during a seminar ‘China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC):
Peaceful and Prosperous Pakistan’ organised by PSCOFF in collaboration with Inter-University
Consortium — an alliance of more than 20 Pakistani universities — and ministry of planning,
development and reforms here at Islamabad Club.The event was aimed to discuss and highlight the
future prospects of Pak-China cooperation through CPEC.Speaking on the occasion, Deputy Chief of
Mission (DCM) of Embassy of People’s Republic of China, Zhao Lidian said that under the framework
of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor a number of trade routes between China and Pakistan would
be expanded.He said that development of Gwadar seaport and airport and construction of eastern,
western and central alignments would connect all the provinces and regions of Pakistan and turn the
country into an industrial hub.He added that this mega plan will transform Pakistan into a regional
economic hub as well as further boost the growing ties between Pakistan and China.He also spoke
about the rapid developments taking place in Balochistan and other parts of Pakistan through
CPEC.President PSCOFF Farhat Asif highlighted the role of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
after Pakistan and India’s permanent membership in this regional organisation and urged civil society
activists, diplomats, media and academicians to join PSCOFF to campaign for peaceful and
prosperous Pakistan.Maj Gen (Retd) Dr Zahir Shah, project director CPEC and federal ministry of
planning, development and reforms, highlighted the significance of CPEC and its various components
and said that peace and development is the prime objective of the corridor.Professor Dr Rauf-i-Azam,
vice-chancellor of University of Education Lahore, and Prof Dr Talat Anwar, adviser Centre for Policy
Studies COMSATS Institute of Information Technology Islamabad, underlined the importance of
close linkages between Pakistani and Chinese universities through collaborative research, faculty
exchange and other joint academic activities.He also suggested Pak-China Technology University in
order to cater to the growing needs of skilled human resources in the CPEC.Prof Dr Talat Anwar
highlighted the significance and potential of bilateral relationship in higher education sector. He also
assured the cooperation and support of Centre for Policy Studies Islamabad for effective
implementation of CPEC.The speakers discussed the significance and potential of CPEC and its
implications for bringing peace and prosperity in various parts of Pakistan.The seminar highlighted
the economic dimension of this strategic corridor and Sino-Pak cooperation at societal, educational,
cultural and economic level.During the seminar, Pak-SCO business expo was also announced in
2016.The event was attended by the ambassadors, senior diplomats, academicians, government
officials and representatives of civil society.

ISLAMABAD: Shazia Rashid, mother of a 7th grader at a private school, was shocked to see her
daughter’s fee challan this month. Her daughter attends an elite private school in the capital.“Private
schools are now operating as a mafia,” said Shazia, adding that the new fee was beyond her budget.
She added that the school administration had told parents that there was going to be some increase
in the annual fee. However, what the parents were unable to understand was how come the fee had
been increased exorbitantly without any prior intimation.Starting from private meetings with parents
whose children attend private schools in Islamabad, she has gone on to launch a social media
movement, ‘Sasti Taleem Sabke Liye,” demanding authorities to take notice of the fee hike across the
country. “I've been receiving calls from parents in major cities like Karachi, Lahore and Peshawar and
the movement is gaining momentum,” she added.According to Shazia, parents spoke to the school
administration and also sent emails regarding the ‘unbelievable’ increase in fees, but none of their
concerns was entertained. This led them to serve a legal notice to the school, which is expected to
send a written reply by Wednesday.Some parents whose children attend Head Start, Roots,
Beaconhouse, Freobel’s, Westminster and Lahore Grammar School say they enrolled their children
in these schools to ensure quality education. However, they are now dealing with unregulated and
accountable heads as registration fee can be as high as Rs50,000. Second-hand books are being
purchased by parents at the rate of Rs17,000 to Rs19,000To this end, they filed a complaint against
the exorbitant rates being charged by private schools with the higher authorities on Friday.

A complaint has been registered with the president, the prime minister and the chief justice of
Pakistan. The complaint has also been sent to the chief justice of the Islamabad High Court, FBR
chairman and Private Educational Institute Regulatory Authority (PEIRA). The complaints state that
the parents are asking private schools to withdraw the fee challans issued in September. This is
when matters related to inflation, hidden heads and taxes are expected to be resolved to the
satisfaction of the authorities as well as parents.The complaint reads: “The Islamabad private schools
cater to more than half the young population. Private schools have mushroomed in the recent decade
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in order to provide quality education.”It further states that the government had established PEIRA to
monitor and regulate the private schooling business. However, PEIRA, as a regulatory body, has
been completely ineffective” in the absence of a chairperson.The parents are also demanding that
parliament introduce a fee regulation of private schools bill so that such issues do not recur in the
future. Some concerned parents met with Minister of State for Education Muhammad Balighur
Rehman at the Pakistan Secretariat on Friday. Dubbing the current school fee hike as ‘unjustified,” he
promised to introduce legislation to regulate school fees in private schools.Led by high court legal
advisor Aliya Agha, the parents presented their case stating that with the inflation rate hovered
between five to seven per cent. Schools are not justified in increasing their fee for the current term by
18%.Meanwhile, Minister of State for the Capital Administration and Development Division (CADD)
Barrister Usman Ibrahim cancelled a meeting with the parents and has not re-scheduled, nor is he
responding to calls.All Pakistan Private Schools and Colleges Association Central President Malik
Abrar Hussain said to resolve the issue the government should upgrade the standard of public
educational institutions. This should be done so that parents do not have to send their children to
private educational institutions.

KARACHI: - The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) yesterday reduced interest rate to a 42-year-low of
six per cent.In its bimonthly monetary policy statement, the SBP slashed the interest rate by 50 basis
points to 6 per cent from 6.5pc.The bank said, “Inflation came down to 3.6 percent in July-August
from 8.4 percent in the same period last year due to falling fuel and food prices.The SBP added the
Pakistan economy would receive a boost from infrastructure projects such as the planned China
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).“Therefore, there is anticipation of higher economic activity in
(fiscal year) FY2015-16 which is expected to boost credit uptake,” the bank said.The monetary policy
decision observed, “With better law and order situation, investor and consumer confidence is
improving.After recording a growth of 3.3 per cent, large-scale manufacturing is expected to gain
further traction at the back of improvement in energy supplies.The SBP said, “Implementation of
infrastructure development and energy projects under China Pakistan Economic Corridor would
further enhance the improving investment environment.Therefore, there is anticipation of higher
economic activity in FY16 which is expected to boost credit uptake.Other indicators, such as core
inflation measures, have also decreased in August 2015.Major sources of declining inflation are
favorable supply shocks and demand management policies.The current deceleration owes much to
the smooth supply of the perishable food items and falling international oil price pass-through to
consumer prices, it noted.The bank said, “Continuation of current trends along with moderate pick up
in aggregate demand would largely determine the path of inflation in FY16.Recent increases in
natural and compressed natural gas prices and their likely second round impacts would be offset by
lower global oil price that has yet to find the bottom.

RAWALPINDI: Fumigation of a girl school in Jand tehsil of Attock District supposed to protect its
students against dengue fever instead brought 36 schoolgirls suffocated by the spray fumes to
Rawalpindi hospitals on Friday.A special team of doctors is trying to bring them out of their
trauma.Thirty-two of the affected girls were admitted to the District Headquarters Hospital (DHQ) and
four to the Holy Family Hospital (HFH). Eight of them have recovered and discharged. Psychologists
continue treating the remaining 28, hospital sources said.“They were shifted to the two hospitals of
Rawalpindi on the instruction of Punjab government. They are out of danger and we are treating them
for trauma,” Dr. Khalid Randhawa, Medical Superintendent of the DHQ Hospital told Dawn.Overcome
by the suffocating fumes of the anti-dengue spray, they had fainted and were hysteric even after
regaining consciousness, he said.More than 700 girls were affected when ignorant local workers of
the Punjab Health Department went ahead with the spray during the school hours, and without
vacating the class rooms on Thursday. Some 50 young schoolgirls fell unconscious, raising an alarm
and creating a medical emergency in the far off rural Jand.Dr Randhawa said a team of three senior
professors of the Rawalpindi Medical College will examine the under-treatment girls for their
psychological condition and for signs of any respiratory infection. Deputy Medical Superintendent
HFH Dr. Tariq Niazi said that out of the four Jand patients brought to his hospital, two have been
discharged and the remaining two were out of danger.Relatives of the schoolgirls attending them in
the hospitals want the provincial government to take action against the irresponsible public health
authorities.“Fumigation is not done without vacating the place of humans. That it was done with
classes full of students reflects the way local administration performs,” said Jand resident Malik Afsar
whose nine-year-old daughter is recovering in the DHQ hospital.He said that the government should
devise a plan to avoid such thing in future.His sentiment was echoed by Riaz Ahmed. “My niece was
in the classroom and complained of breathing the day after the ill-planned fumigation of her school.
We brought her to DHQ for better treatment. Thank God she is out of danger now,” he said.

QUETTA: Authorities on Friday finalized preparations to launch a province-wide polio campaign
starting on September 14.The campaign will continue for as many as four days in different districts
including provincial capital.According to statistics, about 2,472,616 children will be vaccinated in the
drive. At least 6,603 mobiles and 321 transit teams have been formed for the massive drive. As many
as 796 centres have been formed for vaccination of children below five years of age.Health
department termed Pishin, Quetta, Qilla Abdullah, Jaffarabad, Khuzdar, Naseerabad and Musakhel
‘high risk’ in this regard. At least 2,160 police personnel have been appointed for security of teams in
Quetta. Superintendents of police (SP), station house officers (SHO) and deputy superintendents of
police (DSP) will be supervising the process in different cities.A special order has been passed that
bars every team from leaving for job site without proper security. The administration has decided to
utilize Frontier Corps (FC) and army services if needed. - NNI

ISLAMABAD: Head of the Higher Education Commission (HEC) Dr Mukhtar Ahmed on Friday
stressed the need for quality in higher education in the country.He was briefing Federal Education
and Professional Training Secretary Hassan Igbal who visited the HEC Secretariat on Friday.Ahmed
said the solution to most of the problems facing the country lies in quality education. He highlighted
the importance of providing quality education not only in the major urban centres but also in the
remote districts.The chairperson said potential of Pakistani youth, if tapped properly, will take
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Pakistan to new heights.He said the HEC was working to ensure quality as the government tries to
establish degree-awarding institutes in every district. Ahmed briefed the secretary about working of
the HEC and its achievements over the last 13 years.A statement issued by the HEC said Igbal
lauded the commission’s work on ensuring quality in university education and research.“The
secretary appreciated the achievements HEC had made over the last 13 years and reiterated the
government’s resolve in checking as well as closing down unchartered universities which have failed
to comply with HEC criteria and rules,” the statement read.The secretary also emphasised to focus
research in universities on challenges facing the country such as energy shortages, food insecurity
and water management. Igbal appreciated efforts to establish linkages between the academia and
industry.“He appreciated increase in access to university education made possible through PM’s fee
reimbursement scheme and the technological development training provided by HEC initiatives in the
shape of PERN, video conferencing facility, digital library and empowering students with laptops,” the
statement said.

SWABI: The administration on Thursday sealed operation theatres of some private health centers in
Swabi’'s district headquarters and closed down several laboratories and clinics over unhygienic
conditions and unqualified staff.The development comes two weeks after the administration asked
private health facilities to immediately ensure strict compliance with the relevant laws.Deputy
commissioner Matiullah Khan told Dawn that a party led by additional deputy commissioner Irshad
Khan raided several health centres and clinical laboratories.He warned that private hospitals and
clinics would face strict action if they didn’t adhere to the healthcare laws.The deputy commissioner
said quacks won'’t be allowed to operate in the district.He said operation theaters of Jehangir Medical
Centre and Misal Medical Centre were sealed, while Manzoor Eye Clinic, Abdullah Vaccination
Centre and Laboratory, llaj Homeopathic Centre, collection unit of Al-Shifa International, and Jamal
Medical Centre Laboratory were closed down over unqualified staff and unhygienic
conditions.Matiullah Khan said the sealed facilities would have to fulfil formalities on staff, equipment
and services before seeking permission to resume operation.

PESHAWAR: Emergency Operation Center (EOC) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Thursday arranged an
orientation workshop to brief media persons regarding their endeavors spearheaded under Polio
Eradication Initiation program against crippling disease of polio.The workshop was arranged in with
collaboration of United Nations International Children Emergency Fund. The workshop among media
persons were also attended by EOC Coordinator, Akbar Khan, Technical Focal Person EOC, Imtiaz
Ali Shah and Health Officer EOC, Dr. Johar.The participants were told that upcoming three-day
National Immunization Days (NID) campaign has been scheduled form Sept 14 in all the districts of
KP except in Chitral where vaccination has been postponed owing to floods.The polio campaign is
also deferred in Dir Upper and Lower due to by elections and would be rescheduled on Sept, 16. It
was said that a total of 5,355, 397 children would be targeted for which 3399 area In Charges,
supported by 425 Lady Health Supervisors would visit 2,657, 779 households.Media men were
informed that 14,330 mobile, 1550 fixed, 728 transit and 107 teams with roaming duties have been
constituted to achieve the targeted goal.Speaking on the occasion, EOC Coordinator Akbar Khan
said that objective of the workshop is to share our experiences, strategy and planning with media for
inviting their positive suggestions and guidance on the subject matter.He said that campaign has
planned in low season area for deriving maximum results adding it is our collective responsibility to
join hands against polio and secure future of our coming generations.Technical Officer EOC, Imtiaz
Ali Shah said that mass immunization campaigns were planned as it is very difficult to identity polio
virus in infected person due to nonappearance of symptoms.It said that inaccessibility of far flung
areas is also a factor that is making of our task difficult however the prime objective can be achieved
with proper planning and coordination, he added. - APP

LAHORE: China Pakistan Economic Corridor has opened new arenas of development and
international investment in Pakistan as a number of foreign companies including China have
expressed their interest in projects of energy, infrastructure, development, construction, agriculture,
research and industrial sectors. Chinese company Shan Dong Yabite technology has shown interest
to invest in development of solar power projects in Punjab comprising 500 megawatt energy. A high
level delegation led by Chairman Yong Lu of Shan Dong Yabaite technology met Provincial Minister
for Labour & HR Raja Ashfaq Sarwar, here Wednesday. Energy Coordinator for CM Punjab Nadeem
Aslam Chaudhary, Member Public Private Partnership Cell P&D Agha Wagar Haider, Additional
Secretary Energy Shakeel Ahmad, Director PBIT Saleem Sohail, DG Labour Muhammad Saleem
Hussain, Director Labour Hasnat Javed and other concerned officers were present in the meeting.
Matters of bilateral interest particularly mutual cooperation among Punjab and China in energy,
infrastructure, livestock, dairy development and other sectors came under discussion in the
meeting.The Minister said that China has extended great cooperation to eliminate energy crisis in
Pakistan and is also completing mega power projects of Punjab province as well. He said that China
and Pakistan are at one page in regional and international affairs as well as cooperation in
development sector.Chinese companies, under public-private partnership are investing in Punjab as
atmosphere is favourable for foreign investment due to facilities, incentives and foolproof security
provided by Punjab government to the investors particularly to Chinese engineers, experts and
workers who are engaged in completion of mega projects in Punjab.Chairman Yong Lu expressed his
gratitude to Chief Minister Punjab for providing opportunities of huge investment and hoped that both
the governments would benefit from the opportunities to promote this cooperation.

LAHORE: There is vast room for joint venture between Pakistan and China in eco friendly Cement
Industry, as the Chinese eco-friendly cement will reduce CO2 emission to save environment in
Pakistan. It was stated by president Pak-China Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry Shah
Faisal Afridi while delivering address of welcome to a three member delegation headed by Mr. Zhang
Shi Li from Shandong Kaifa construction material technology Co.ltd, China. Other members were Liu
Pen wei and Dr.gao gui bo.The purpose of the visiting delegation was to introduce in Pakistan a
chemically modified form of cement that would be more durable in terms of strength and would have
eco-friendly impact on environment. The delegation came with a complete presentation on the need
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to use eco friendly cement especially in the construction of mega structures such as dams, rail lines,
bridges, highways and underpasses etc. Shah Faisal Afridi, in his address of welcome, said that
“China is investing billions of dollars in Pakistan in energy, infrastructure, industry and other sectors,
which was creating a a lot of business activities followed by plenty of new jobs for local youth. In fact,
this era of speedy economic cooperation began after the Chinese president’s recent visit to Pakistan,
he said adding that China was a great friend to Pakistan and had helped it in its hour of need. Faisal
Afridi assured that Haier Ruba Special economic zone would extend all assistance to Chinese
Company in setting up a state-of-the-art environment-friendly cement plant in the country. During the
business discussion PCJCCI Research and development wing presented market analysis report of
the cement industry in Pakistan. According to this report the cement industry of Pakistan is lagging
behind when it comes to innovation due to the sink in latest technological advancements and
investments, Cement demand in any country is inextricably linked to the growth in GDP and its
demand in Pakistan has increased 50% this year due to increased infrastructure development and
house-building projects.While commenting on the report Faisal Afridi said that cement industry of
Pakistan is facing challenges such as increased energy costs, requirements to reduce CO2
emissions and problems of sourcing raw material of sufficient quality and quantity. He mentioned that
Pakistan cement industry lags behind due to lack of technology, research and development required
for the up gradation and value addition of the industrial product. “He explicated that Research and
development investments have enabled cement producers worldwide to install modern, energy-
efficient technology in new, and to some extent, in existing, cement plants. New technologies have
enabled increased use of clinker substitutes and alternative fuels in cement production, leading to
significant direct CO2emissions reductions.The head of delegation Mr. Zhang Shi Li said that the
push to reduce global CO2 emissions is backed by governments and corporations who understand
that the present rate of release of this greenhouse gas into the atmosphere is a serious threat to
future life and prosperity on the planet. He mentioned that in China Cement manufacturing is the third
largest energy consuming and CO2 emitting sector, with an estimated 1.9 Gt of CO2 emissions from
thermal energy consumption and production processes.He said that With concrete being the most
widely used man- made product in China and the largest carbon emitting industry in the world,
reducing the environmental impact of production is a high priority for the Chinese government
because in comparison to other industrial processes, cement production is extremely energy- and
fossil fuel-intensive, making it one of the most environmentally destructive materials. Moreover,
Aggregate materials like sand and stone that are mixed with cement are mined from quarries, further
taxing our natural resources.Mr. Zhang Shi Li further said that while construction activities improve
the quality of human lives, they also have dangerous impact on the environment. He said that Low
cost, energy efficient and eco-friendly construction technologies and building materials are often
pushed as a magic potion in meeting the ever growing demand for rapid housing delivery in
developing economies.

Young doctors oppose RAWALPINDI: Healthcare professionals from three government hospitals in Rawalpindi staged a
privatisation of protest on Wednesday against the provincial government’s plan to privatise health facilities in

. Punjab.The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)-led provincial government has planned to
healthcare facilities privatise health facilities in 10 Punjab districts by October 31. Besides, the protesters also
LY AR S gk (W lGlll  condemned the federal government’s action against the paramedical staff in Islamabad.Over 200
doctors and nurses from the Holy Family Hospital (HFH), Benazir Bhutto Hospital (BBH) and District
Headquarters (DHQ) Hospital gathered at the BBH auditorium to condemn police action against
paramedical staff at a seminar that later turned into a demonstration.The protesters reached Murree
Road, where they observed a two-hour sit-in. They chanted slogans against the PML-N government,
which they said, had failed to devise policies for the benefit of health professionals.Young Doctors
Association (YDA) Rawalpindi representatives Dr Haider Akhtar, Dr Umer Warraich, Dr Zubair Gujjar,
Dr Saad Cheema and Dr Ishfag Ahmed participated in the meeting that later morphed into a
protest.Dr Akhtar told Dawn that the YDA Punjab had decided to protest against the Punjab
government every week to pressure it to stop outsourcing health facilities.He said the YDA Punjab
had also decided to surrender its seven-point demand and focus on the government’s decision to
privatise healthcare facilities in villages and small towns.“Starting next week YDA Punjab will protest
alongside lawyers, traders and civil society members. If the government does not meet our demands,
it will turn into an anti-government protest, since many political parties are pursuing doctors to seek
their support,” Dr Akhtar said.He said doctors and patients were suffering at government hospitals
due to lack of proper equipment and facilities. In addition, the government claims to have billions in
funding, but on the ground, he added, hospitals lacked facilities. Dr Akhtar questioned where exactly
the funding was going.“Rawalpindi doctors and paramedical staff will send a delegation to the
doctors’ protest camp in Islamabad to express solidarity with them. We will also participate in their
next protest as we feel their demands should be met,” Akhtar said.He added that a strike of the
outdoor patients department would be the last option, and that YDA Punjab will organise two protests
in the coming weeks. He said if their demands were not met, doctors and paramedical staff would
strike.

(o clod BN A TTITE W I (o[ M ISLAMABAD: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Oil and Gas Company Ltd. (KPOGCL) and a joint stock

y : company JGC ROSGEO from Moscow, the Russian Federation signed here Wednesday an MOU to
MoU for Iong.term oil, cooperate in oil and gas exploration and production in Pakistan.The MOU was signed by Raziuddin
gas cooperation Razi, CEO KPOGCL and Roman S. Panov, CEO ROSGEO in the presence of Dr Anastasia S.
The Statesman, September 10, Afanasyeva, General Director, ROSGEO, said a statement issued by the company.The Agreement
2015 envisaged long-term cooperation between KPOGCL and ROSGEO in various Oil and Gas
exploration and production activities. KPOGCL and ROSGEO agreed to promote the establishment
and development of mutually beneficial cooperation in the above areas.The parties will develop
cooperation on the key priority areas including increase of the economic potential of Pakistan through
the identification of new hydrocarbon fields, efficient use of the natural resources of Pakistan,
ensuring environmental protection and sustainability and carrying out of geological surveys within the
territory of Pakistan, using modern technologies and methods.The JSC “Rosgeologia” will be
responsible for the technicalPlanning and Execution, Rigs, Recorders, etc., whereas KPOGCL will
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be responsible for Security, logistics and transportation, gensets, earth moving equipment, cranes,
tractors, camp facilities, local support manning, communication, local clearances, permits, licenses,
business development etc.The cooperation of the Parties under this MoU may be implemented that
the parties will take all actions and measures which are necessary for the materialization of the
present MOU, for the purpose, the Parties will establish a permanent working group which will
identify, study and evaluate specific projects of mutual interest, for every specific project, which the
Parties deem of mutual interest. The Parties will establish the appropriate scheme of cooperation,
whether a legal entity or otherwise; the parties will consider the possibility to establish a joint
company that will undertake the execution of the totality of this MOU, the Parties shall cooperate
exclusively with each other concerning the subject matter of the present MoU. - APP

LIS ENRETER T I\ 3 ISLAMABAD: - Education development is guided by two comprehensive international initiatives —
edu goals: BESC chief Education for All (EFA) and Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) — which are endorsed by an
The Nation, September 9, 2015 overwhelming majority of governments around the globe.Addressing an event arranged in connection
with the World Literacy Day here yesterday, Director General Basic Education Community Schools
(BESC), Ghulam Qadir Khan informed that the second and third millennium development goals
specifically addressed education. These goals include achieving universal primary education and
promoting gender equality and empowering women respectively; however, progress towards
achievements of these goals has been embarrassingly slow, he added.According to him, Pakistan’s
literacy rate, though having improved marginally over the years, still remains considerably short of the
MDG target of 88 per cent by 2015 and stands at 57 per cent approximately, while against the target
100 per cent primary school enrolment Pakistan has 72 per cent net enrolment rate.There is another
proposed set of goals relating to future international development for 2016-2030 called SDGs
(Sustainable Development Goals). They are to replace the MDGs.While the goal 4 is to ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long learning opportunities for all and goal
5 is to achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls of draft SDGs which relates to
working area of BECS and on which work has been initiated.The director general said that
establishment of non-formal basic education community schools for out of school children is an
innovative initiative taken by Pakistan. The ministry of federal education and professional trainings is
running the nationwide non-formal primary education programme in all provinces and regions of the
country named as establishment and operation of BECS. The cost of BECS programme is Rs
4282.059 million as approved by the ECNEC.The main objective of the BECS programme is to
strengthen non-formal approach to supplement the formal education , eradication of illiteracy and
achievement of universal primary education (UPE) as envisaged by the article 25-A of the
constitution of Pakistan and in MDGs by extending free, flexible and modern basic education
opportunities to out of school children and youth, having no access to the formal system of education,
especially disadvantaged children, girls and special children for an equitable society.The BECS
schools are based on non-formal basic education system having a single teacher, single home based
room for school (class KG to V) where the premises is provided free of cost by the community.
Education in BECS schools is free from the very beginning. In each school 30 learners of age group
4 to 16 years are mandatory. Single teacher is responsible for all the classes of the school by
adopting multi-grade teaching methods: based on formal school curriculum. The teachers’
honorarium, utility bills, learning material and textbooks are provided by the federal government.

Pakistan set to sign 40- KARACHI: Pakistan is set to sign a 40-year-lease with a Chinese company to develop a massive
year lease for Gwadar special economic zone in the deep sea port of Gwadar, officials said Wednesday.The scheme is part

: : of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), an ambitious $46 billion investment plan linking
port with Chinese X . g !

e western China to the Arabian Sea with infrastructure, energy and transport projects.The contract
company: °ff|°|a|5 assigning the 923 hectare (2300 acre) swathe of tax-exempt land to China Overseas Port Holding
JULYSSICESR ISV ERSEI CTyll Il Company (COPHC) is likely to be signed this month or October, Dostain Khan Jamaldini, chief of the
9, 2015 Gwadar Port Authority (GPA) told AFP.As part of the wider plans, “work on the Gwadar International
Airport would start in the next couple of months and we are quite hopeful of completion of the national
highway connecting Gwadar with the north within the next month”, he added.Pakistan is also raising
a special security force of between 10,000 and 25,000 men to protect the port, which lies in the
restive southwestern province of Balochistan which since 2004 has been roiled by a separatist
insurgency.Abdul Razzaq Durrani, the director general of GPA, confirmed the deal.Gwadar port was
built in 2007 with technical help from Beijing as well as Chinese financial assistance of some $248
million.But acquiring the land from private owners to build the economic zone took several years and
cost the Baloch government around $62 million, Durrani said.”l think the biggest benefit for Pakistan
is economic interconnection,” says Masood Khan, a former Pakistan ambassador to China.The
Gwadar deal follows similar deals in other parts of the world, including Africa, Vietnam, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh, says geo-political analyst Simbal Khan.“Pakistan is looking at the CPEC project as a
game changer, kick starting an era of infrastructure growth and investment. The land deal is just part
of the Gwadar port infrastructure that needs to develop to realise the expectations of Pakistan and
China from this mega project,” she said.

‘CPEC to eradicate Minister says Chinese investment of $46b has changed Pakistan’s image from terrorist state to
energy, infrastructure investment hub

problems before 2018’ ISLAMABAD: Planning Minister Ahsan Igbal on Wednesday said that early harvest projects of the
Daily Times, September 9, 2015 China-Pak Economic Corridor (CPEC), which would solve problems of the energy and infrastructure
sector, would be completed by December 2017.“The CPEC is not only a bilateral project between
Pakistan and China but would also serve as a fate changer for the world including Middle East,
Europe and Western countries,” he added.He said this while speaking at an interactive session with
the civil society on “China-Pak Economic Corridor, Opportunities, Challenges and Strategic
Significance”, organised by the Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform.He said that CPEC
demonstrates the all-weather and time-tested friendship between China and Pakistan, adding that it
has transformed the strategic bilateral political relations into strategic economic partnership for both
countries on win-win paradigm.He said, “CPEC will help overcome energy crisis, increase power
generation capacity and fulfil electricity needs of the country. Similarly, the government was taking
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the projects for upgrading the transmission and distribution system. The Chinese assistance will also
help to construct LNG pipeline to supply gas to the power stations.”He said that Thar, a region known
for drought, would emerge as the energy capital of the country that would ultimately provide diverse
opportunities of employment and growth in the backward areas of interior Sindh.Apart from focusing
on energy and infrastructure, CPEC would also improve the quality of life through social and
economic interventions, he added.Ahsan Igbal said that development of Gawadar port, airport and
construction of eastern, western and central alignments would connect all the provinces and regions
of the country and would turn the country into manufacturing hub, which would help to overcome
unemployment and increase exports to the international markets.The minister maintained that the
Chinese investment of $46 billion has changed country’s image from safe heavens for terrorists to
investment hub and economic activity.“The only way forward for us as a nation is to have strong
belief in ourselves to keep on moving in the right direction with tangible goals and clear vision.
Similarly, political stability and social harmony is a key to our success to achieve what we couldn’t in
the past. Vision 2025 provides a comprehensive framework for the development of the country and it
defines clear roadmap toward achieving our national agenda.”He urged that the civil society should
join hands with the government to make CPEC a real success as we all have the common stakes
and should work together for the glory and prosperity of the country.Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan
Sun Wei Dong, while speaking on the occasion, said that Pakistan and China are “iron brothers”,
whose friendship is based on mutual trust and respect.He said that China always prioritises the
friendship with Pakistan in bilateral relations.He said that CPEC translated the political relations
between the two countries into strong economic ties.

‘Lack of treatment’ CHINIOT: A man, who received a severe electric shock, succumbed to his injuries here at DHQ
claims life at DHQ Hospital on Tuesday owing to alleged non-provision of oxygen and out-of-order generator.Reports
) said welder Wasim Ahmad, 23, of Ghafoorabad locality was working at his shop on Faisalabad Road
Hospital when he received a severe electric shock. He fell unconscious and was rushed to DHQ Hospital in a
Daily Dawn, September 9, 2015 critical condition, but neither the life-saving drugs were available nor oxygen system could be made
operational due to loadshedding and broken-down generator. As a result, Waseem succumbed to his
injuries.Later, the family staged a demonstration in front of the hospital gate alleging negligence of
the administration. The protest resulted in a traffic blockade on Chiniot-Sargodha Road.It merits
mentioning that the slot of the medical superintendent has been lying vacant for the last one month.
Since then EDO (Health) Arshid Mahboob Tabassum has been looking after the hospital affairs. The
generator could not be repaired for the last one month.When contacted, EDO Arshid Mahboob, who
has additional charge of medical superintendent, said: “I am in Lahore for the last two days for an
official meeting and doesn’t know what happened at the hospital."He suggested contacting Deputy
MS Dr Jamshed who did not attend his phone despite repeated attempts.

SITE factory fire: man KARACHI: “One life and two shipments gone, burnt!” said a boiler operator at J.B. Industries in SITE
killed, garments

area while speaking to Dawn about the fire that broke out in the top-floor warehouse of the garment
factory on Tuesday morning.For a while as the firefighters tried putting out the blaze, there was a big
destroyed confusion as to who had died in the fire. Some said it was the guard, others believed it was his friend
Daily Dawn, September 9, 2015 resting in his quarters.“l don’t know the guard personally, as there is no interaction between the
various departments of the factory. We also enter through separate gates but we heard that there
was an overweight elderly man and a younger more agile one in the quarters at that time. Both were
tired and asleep when the fire broke out. Then realising what had happened, they must have tried to
get out. The agile one escaped leaving behind the other who suffocated,” said the boiler
operator.Asked why didn’t the young man help the other one, the boiler operator, who declined to
give his name, shrugged and said: “It's human nature to save oneself at such a time. He must have
thought that the other would also be able to make a getaway like him, which sadly didn’t
happen.”Another factory employee, sitting under a little tree outside and watching the firefighters
wrapping up their equipment after successfully putting out the fire, pointed to the warehouse on the
top floor. “The walls had to be broken down by the firefighters to get the smoke out. Its shuttering
plates above the walls were bluish hue but have now turned grey or black from the smoke. Most of us
were lucky to have escaped with our lives though our [factory] owners will have to bear monetary
losses,” he said.

“Two entire shipments of double-knit shirts that were supposed to be loaded in two containers today
were burnt to ashes,” he said.It was not clear as to how the fire started. “It was still pretty early when
it happened. We were already here and working. The moment we smelt smoke we ran downstairs
through the exit points and back stairs. We don’t know what started it,” said another worker before
excusing himself to help with cleaning the premises.A police constable said he believed it was a short
circuit on the top floor. “A wire broke, too, and the sparks started a fire when that wire fell on top of
the garments,” he said. But when it was pointed out to him that there were no electricity wires or
poles at that height, he said that perhaps there was a short circuit in the internal wiring.The owner of
the business, Jawed Bilwani, who also happens to be president of the SITE Association of Industry,
told Dawn that they were still trying to determine as to what started the fire. About the casualty, he
said their guard had a guest who suffocated. “And he was in the guardroom upstairs while our guard
was downstairs. It is unfortunate that one person died, because we have several fire exits and a
sprinkler system in place in the building. We also have our own fire tender,” he said.Asked about the
monetary loss they suffered, Mr Bilwani confirmed to Dawn that two shipments were burnt. “Yes,
garments for two containers were lost but we send out two to four such shipments every week. What
is more sad is the life lost,” he concluded.

‘Private education ISLAMABAD: The capital’s private educational institutions have demanded authorities for a separate
institutes to be run by ministry to sort out their matters in a better way.Currently, Capital Administration and Development
P ) Division (CADD), the Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training and the Ministry of

separate ministry Inter-Provincial Goordination simul | looking the affairs ori L Pri Sehool
Daily Times, September 8, 2015 nter- rovincial Coor ination S|mutaneo_usy are looking the affairs prlvate institutes. rl_\/ate chools
’ ’ Network President Dr Afzal Babur said that Islamabad’s educational system was in danger of

collapse due to the overlapping of responsibilities of the relevant ministries.He demanded the
authorities to carry out audit of Private Educational Institutions Regulatory Authority (PEIRA) to
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ascertain the revenue it collected through collecting registration fee, fines and other charges since its
formation in 2006. “The private school education, which can play an important role in enhancing the
literacy rate, has been neglected in the capital by the CADD,” he regretted.

International Literacy LAHORE: (Staff Report) — International Literacy Day is being observed on Tuesday (September
Day: Quality education 8).The theme this year is “Literacy and Sustainable Societies”.Literacy is a key driver for sustainable
still a distant dream in development.Literacy skills are the prerequisite for the learning of a broader set of knowledge, skills,
. attitudes and values, required for creating sustainable societies.At the same time, progress in areas
Pakistan of sustainable development, such as health and agriculture, serves as an enabling factor in the
IOETIARCIS CINCIOICIRSET I EI /@l promotion of literacy and literate environments.Free education is the right of every child in Pakistan,
8, 2015 according to the Constitution of Pakistan.But a recent survey points out that parents spend more than
half their annual income in educating their children.The overall cost of secondary education in private
schools—the preferred choice of parents— constitutes 58.6% of the income of an average Pakistani
parent.The average per capita GDP is 150,000 with total educational expenditure of a household on
one child up to 88,000 per year.This shows that educating a child takes more than half of an average
person’s income in Pakistan, according to a survey conducted by Alif Ailaan.The much-talked-about
article 25-A of the constitution guarantees that the state will provide free education to every child from
ages six to 16. Despite that more than 5.5 million children in Pakistan remain out of school, states a
report by UNESCO.

On World Literacy Day, we look at the emergence of the private sector in education and costs
parents have to bear in the absence of the state— which has abdicated the responsibility of
educating its children.In the mid 1980s during Zia era, denationalization of schools started. This gave
birth to the private sector in education which started off with doing a service to the state but ended up
becoming a no-holds barred monster.With parents being charged as high as Rs17,000 a month for
primary education—one is left wondering over the sort of profits these schools are minting.Many of
these schools are run in bungalows— with no facilities for sports etc.— and even if they provide better
quality education than government schools—they do not pay their teachers as well.A primary school
teacher in a government school earns at least twice as much as a teacher in an elite private
school.The unregulated fee structure of the private sector in education has created a divide in society
with privileged parents sending their children to private schools and under privileged parents sending
their children to low-cost private schools where standard for education is deteriorating every day.Two
of the largest private school chains of the country is run like a franchise—and is owned by politicians
who on television talk shows bemoan the dwindling plight of public education in the country—but fill
their pockets by exploiting a gap in the market they are responsible for creating.A survey by Alif
Ailaan, for the private schools, 14% of the parents wanted a reduction in the tuition fees.But felt that
their choices were limited in the absence of quality education by the state.

450kg unhygienic meat LAHORE: Various teams of the city district government’s livestock wing on Monday seized 450kg of
seized; four held

unhygienic meat and had four butchers arrested in various parts of the city.The teams, according to
officials, raided premises in Chauburji, Neeli Bar Chowk, Malik Park and Ameen Park and sealed
unlawfully operated slaughterhouses. The officials also had cases registered against the arrested
butchers at Lytton Road, Isalmpura, Lower Mall and Shafigabad police stationsMeanwhile, District
Coordination Officer retired Captain Usman appreciated performance of the livestock teams, directing
them to continue the drive with the same pace.On the other hand, various price control magistrates
had 79 shopkeepers arrested and imposed fine of Rs49,500 on others for overcharging and hoarding
in open market.Sealed: Punjab Food Authority (PFA) teams on Monday sealed various cafeterias and
eateries besides imposing a fine on others for flouting hygiene standards and laws.In Data Ganj
Bakhsh Town, a special team headed by Director (Operations) Ayesha Mumtaz sealed cafeterias of
National College of Arts and Government College University.In Samanabad Town, the same team
also sealed various canteens and food shops, including Uncle Samosa Corner, Bashir Juice Corner,
Ahmad Fast Food, Saleem Tikka Shop and Snack Bar in the Punjab University.In Nishtar Town, the
team sealed Fauji Hotel, Awan Hotel, Lahori Hotel and Bismillah Murgh Chanay in Gajjumata locality.
It also imposed a fine on the General Hospital’s canteen.In Ravi Town, the PFA team sealed Majid
Chaki and seized 1,000 bags of spices. It also sealed Enjoy Me Food Products and Murrabajaat unit
in Qaiser Town area of Shahdara and Awais Food Products and Murrabajaat unit in Barkat Town.In
Wagah Town, the team imposed a fine on Awan Hotel and Liaquat Bakery in Manawan. In Gulberg,
Naimat Store was sealed whereas in Shalimar Town, the team sealed Abid Brothers in China
Scheme and an unnamed colour manufacturing unit.The team also imposed a fine on Bashir Nan
Shop. A team in Igbal Town sealed Sabri Murgh Chanay in Awan Town.

Wrong map: PU teacher LAHORE: Punjab University’s Institute of Education and Research (IER) Assistant Professor Dr
suspended Abida Nasreen has been suspended from service for three months for publication of wrong map of

) Pakistan on a flex.PU Vice Chancellor Prof Dr Mujahid Kamran on Monday took notice of the
Daily Dawn, September 8, 2015 publication of wrong map of Pakistan on a flex in which Azad Kashmir was not shown part of the
country. The map was related to a workshop recently organised by the Department of Secondary
Education.The VC suspended Dr Nasreen from service with immediate effect and ordered a
departmental inquiry to be headed by Prof Abid Hussain.Dr Kamran also presided over an
emergency meeting of IER’s Board of Governors that authorised him to initiate action against Dr
Nasreen under PEEDA (Punjab Employees Efficiency Discipline and Accountability) Act.According to
a PU spokesman, a workshop was organised at IER’s Waheed Shaheed Hall on Sept 4 by
Department of Secondary Education. “In a flex which was printed according to the theme of the
workshop, wrong map of Pakistan, without showing geographical boundaries of Kashmir, was
mistakenly published,” he said, adding no posters or pamphlets were distributed regarding the map in
question in the workshop.He said action would be taken against negligent officials soon and inquiry
would be completed at the earliest.Dr Parveen did not respond to Dawn’s call over the issue.

Daily Dawn, September 8, 2015

Hospitals receive more RAWALPINDI: As many as 126 people affected by the dengue virus are admitted to three
: government hospitals in the city despite the anti-dengue campaign launched by the Punjab
dengue patients government.Though the Punjab cabinet’s sub-committee on dengue led by adviser to the chief
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minister on health Khawaja Salman Raffique is monitoring the situation, the virus is spreading in the
city.As many as 61 suspected dengue patients reported to the Holy Family Hospital (HFH) during the
last three weeks, while 55 dengue patients arrived at the Benazir Bhutto Hospital (BBH) and 10 at the
District Headquarters (DHQ) Hospital.Health experts feared that more patients would reach the
hospitals in coming days due to the decrease in temperatures. “After the heavy monsoon rains, the
health department should have paid attention to the low-lying areas adjacent to Leh Nullah,” said a
doctor at a government hospital.He said there was a dire need to carry out an anti-dengue spray in all
the union councils soon after the heavy spell of rains.He said people should take precautionary
measures against the dengue virus.—A Reporter

KARACHI: A four day oral polio vaccination campaign commenced in West, South and Malir districts
of Karachi Monday with a target to cover around 1.1 million under five children.The campaign, an
ongoing process, will continue till September 10 involving 3400 teams of volunteers, assigned with
the responsibility to administer OPV in 94 union councils of the three districts.Expanded Program on
Immunization officials belonging to Sindh said the exercise is being conducted amidst adequate
security arrangements with 2300 police men and more than 200 rangers' personnel providing needed
cover to the volunteers.The second phase of OPV campaign will begin in districts East, Central and
Korangi of the metropolis from September 11 and shall continue till September.lt will thus help
vaccination of 2.2 million under five children in Karachi against wild polio virusThe campaign in
Karachi will be followed by OPV campaign in other parts of the province from September 14 to 17
with a total target population of 6.15 million. - APP

LAHORE: Police checked documents of 1,900 students of eight madaris during an operations in last
two days.Police sources said administration of the madaris was ordered that a student should not be
allowed to enter and stay in their madaris without documents.Police had also issued an advisory
letter to the administration of madaris regarding security.Meanwhile, 168 proclaimed offenders and
court absconders were arrested in a crackdown from different areas.As many as 55 suspects were
arrested during a search operation in various hotels, inns, guest houses, bus and railway
stations.After investigation, police released 39 people and took action against 16 accused who could
not provide their documents.Police registered cases against two accused on violation of foreigner act
and sent them to jail while 41 cases against 52 loudspeaker violaters were registered in all divisions
of the city during an ongoing action.During a crackdown against drug peddlers, police arrested 67
drug pushers and recovered 36Kg chars, 28Kg opium, 1,500g heroin and 360 bottles of liquor.During
a search and sweep operation, police registered cases and arrested 42 accused for illegal weapons
and recovered 22 rifles/guns, 37 pistols and 1200 rounds.Police also conducted different raids at
dens and arrested 34 gamblers and recovered stack money, the sources added.- APP

QUETTA: At least 4,443 cases of refusal vaccination refusal were recorded in Balochistan's Quetta,
Pishin and Killa Abdullah districts and the children who were documented will be administered polio
vaccines, according to Coordinator of the Emergency Operation Cell Balochistan Dr Syed Saifur
Rehman.Dr. Syed Saif Ur Rehman said that the list of parents refusing vaccine for their children has
been thoroughly documented.He held a meeting to review the investigation of newly emerged polio
case in Quetta which brought the total number of cases in Balochistan to five in this year of
2015.Ghulam Mustafa, the father of the affected five-year-old girl Gul Afsha, is a medical technician
who had never administered polio drops to his children. The girl lives outskirts of Quetta."lt is very
tragic that a medical technician in Quetta has been refusing vaccination for his children. It has
resulted in a life-long paralysis of his daughter," Dr. Saif Ur Rehman told reporters.He said it is
unimaginable that a medical technician who often deals with suffering patients could refuse
administration of polio vaccine to his children. "l think it is an offence," he said.The father should have
been jailed because he was the sole person responsible for paralysing his five-year-old daughter,
according to Balochistan's ECO coordinator."The fight against the polio is very difficult and we have
to win this war," Dr. Saif Ur Rehman further said."The health workers and experts have documented
each and every child in Quetta, Pishin and Killa Abdullah who have not been vaccinated," he said.

Coordinator of the Emergency Operation Center (EOC) Balochistan, Dr. Syed Saif Ur Rehman has
said there were 44 per cent refusal cases out of total 25 polio virus cases reported in 2014 in
Balochistan, while this year three out of five reported cases are refusals which make more than 50
per cent.Out of the 4,443 refusal cases, around 1,762 cases have been reported in Zarghon, 1,219 in
Quetta's Chiltan Town, 719 in Pishin Tehsil, 133 in Karezat Teshil of Pishin district while 159 cases
were recorded in Chaman Town which borders Afghanistan, and 153 cases in Tehsil Killa Abdullah of
Killa Abdullah district, the official of Unicef 's Communication Network (COMNet) said."There are
4,443 children and 1,541 houses in Quetta who have not administered polio vaccine," Dr. Syed Saif
Ur Rehman said. "The person refuses to administer polio drops should be treated as a criminal and
offender."Pakistan and Afghanistan are the only two countries in the world which have not been able
to eradicate the polio-virus while no case of polio virus was reported in Nigeria over a year.Refusal on
the part of some parents and attacks at polio workers and volunteers remain the main reasons
behind failure to eliminate the virus. Polio campaigns are usually postponed and suspended owing to
security reasons in Quetta.The government had declared a polio emergency throughout the province
to root out the crippling virus from the region.

PESHAWAR: As many as 18 thousand pilgrims out of the total 24 thousand have been administered
polio drops so far this year here at Bacha Airport Peshawar, said Director Haj Shakil Qadar Sethi.In
an exclusive chat with this scribe, Shakil Qadar Sethi informed that polio vaccination along with other
diseases would continue till August 17, 2015 at Bacha Khan Airport.He said that special vaccination
counters were established by Directorate of Haj with the support of partners where separate
vaccination arrangements have been made for males and females.Director Haj said that besides
providing vaccination facilities special literature raising awareness of pilgrims on treatment and
vaccination of various diseases in the light if Islam have been provided to the pilgrims with the
support of UNICEF, global partner on polio that is mandated for advocacy and communication. He
said that there were misconceptions about vaccination in the Pashtun community and vaccination
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was termed as western conspiracy but due to effective communication by health department and
United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) no refusal case has been reported among the pilgrims this
year and the misconceptions have been addressed.

Resident of Maidan area from district Dir Gul Muhammad while sharing his comments with the
reporter said that he was going to Haj for the first time along with his mother and added that
previously there were misconceptions with regard to polio vaccination in the society and people
termed it as western agenda but now people have realized that vaccination was for protection of their
children and have nothing to do with the western agenda.Gul Muhammad gave an example of Saudi
Arabia saying that if polio vaccine was injurious to health then Saudi Arabia, which is a leading
Muslim country, would never have made it mandatory for its citizens and for pilgrims. Also treatment
and vaccination for prevention against diseases was evident from Quran, he added.He gave a
message to his Pashtun brothers to vaccinate their children against polio and instead of harassing
polio teams they should help them in carrying out their duty.Vaccination Incharge Health Department
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Kifayat told that last year refusal cases were reported among pilgrims but this
year zero refusals were reported which is a good omen and is positive reflection of society.According
to data shared by Emergency Operation Center Khyber Pakhtunkhwa marked decrease in refusal
cases have been reported in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa since last year where more 40000 refusals were
recorded in the province in 2014 that has dropped to 14,110 in 2015. - APP

SHEIKHUPURA: A factory manufacturing spurious medicines was sealed in Mandyala Virkaan
locality on Sunday.On the direction of DCO Kiran Khursheed, a team led by Assistant Commissioner
Sidra Saleem along with officials of the health department and police raided the factory and seized
various brands of medicines, syrups and capsules.Factory owners and employers managed to
escape after scaling the boundary wall.

DADU: Three children died of gastroenteritis and other diseases at the paediatric ward of the Dadu
Civil Hospital on Sunday.Aijaz Ali Magsi, father of a 20-day-old baby who died along with three-
month-old Kamran and four-month-old Imran at the hospital, said that his son suffered from
gastroenteritis and chest infection.He admitted him to the paediatric ward that day but the duty doctor
remained absent throughout the day and no other doctor showed up to examine him. As a result, his
condition deteriorated and he died, he said.

ISLAMABAD: A controversy over legal, administrative and commercial issues of the Liquefied
Natural Gas supply chain has deepened as the new business completed almost six months of its
opaque operations.The recently-notified ‘acting managing director’ of the Sui Northern Gas Pipelines
Ltd, Uzma Adil Khan, declined to follow petroleum ministry’s instructions to take charge on Sunday
and her predecessor Arif Hameed decided to challenge his termination in court.As if that was not
enough, the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority avoided issuing even provisional price of the
regasified-LNG that is being sold to various bulk consumers without any legal cover for over six
months.Meanwhile, two teams of the petroleum ministry — one headed by Petroleum Minister Shahid
Khagan Abbasi and the other by Secretary Arshad Mirza — spent a busy weekend in Lahore and
Islamabad to persuade second-tier leadership to sign agreements and price notifications.Senior
members of the PML-N made behind-the-scenes interventions to smooth up matters relating to one
of the top priorities of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif — minimise gas shortage ahead of winter.“l am
constrained to advise you that | am unable to assume the position of Acting MD of the company, as
this notification is infructuous under law,” Uzma Adil Khan wrote to the petroleum ministry.Sources
said it was strange that Ms Khan, chief financial officer, was notified as acting managing director
although two deputy managing directors were working in the company.She reminded the ministry that
under Section 202 of the Companies’ Ordinance, 1984, only directors of a company by resolution
passed by not less than three-fourths of the total number of directors could remove a chief executive
before expiry of his term of office.Ms Khan also urged the ministry to take up the matter with the
chairman of the board of directors of SNGPL for any further action.The sources say negotiations
between a team of the petroleum ministry and Ogra ended inconclusively over the weekend as the
regulator wanted full documentation, including agreements among local public sector companies and
LNG consumers and agreements with foreign entities, relevant government approvals supported by
invoices etc., before issuing price notification for LNG.The government request for a provisional price
notification without completion of legal formalities was also not entertained.

The petroleum ministry, on the other hand, said misconstrued facts and distorted picture were being
presented in the media and reported that the progress in the import of LNG and the Iran-Pakistan gas
pipeline agreement had only been possible because of a collaborative transparent effort and team
work of all stakeholders involved.It did not say what led to termination of the services of SNGPL
managing director and refusal of another officer to replace him.It said the National Accountability
Bureau had not ‘seized’ record from the offices or premises of Inter State Gas Systems (ISGS). It
said the ISGS was mandated by appropriate authorities to coordinate efforts relating to the import of
LNG and to ensure that the process followed was transparent and duly approved by respective
boards of the relevant companies under established procedures.An Ogra official said that despite
political pressures, the regulator would need to meet the requirement of law in performance of its
duties and functions. He said despite various government approvals and summaries, Ogra had not
yet been provided the evidence of LNG Master Sale-Purchase Agreement between PSO and Qatar
Gas or the rates at which LNG cargoes had been procured so far.Ogra has put on record that LNG
pricing could not be treated like other petroleum products just by a government order because oil
pricing had decades old and well-established mechanism and was now deregulated, rate verification
was provided by the government, long-term supply contracts of the government were available and
involvement of the oil companies advisory committee and oil marketing companies provided
transparency. No such transparency mechanism was available for LNG.

KARACHI: The sale of substandard water brands are on the rise in different areas of Karachi, while
Pakistan Standard and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) and Food & Quality Control Department of
Karachi Metropolitan Corporation have failed to take action against unregistered water selling
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companies, it was learned.An official of health department Sindh whished not to be named said that a
larger number of unregistered companies are selling contaminated drinking water, and the sale such
water brands are on the rise in the metropolis.He said hundreds of drinking water brands were selling
contaminated water across the city, playing havoc with citizen's health in the name of purity and
quality.He said unregistered companies had deceived the customers by selling their products in
bottles which looked the same as popular and registered brands of bottled water. He said
unregistered companies are earning huge profits by deceiving innocent citizens.He claimed that
some bottled water suppliers had also started illegal businesses under the umbrella of registered
companies as those suppliers sold these illegal products in the market at lower rates than those of
the original ones. He said sale of substandard bottled mineral water of different brands is going
unchecked in Karachi which is posing serious risk to the health of the citizens.

He said quality control and surveillance authorities have failed to take legal action against the
companies, which are supplying contaminated bottled water and playing havoc with the health of the
people.He said relevant department had not issued the official list of the legal bottled water brands to
save the customers from using unhygienic bottled water.He said it was the responsibility of the
administration to keep an eye on the fake and sub-standard products that are sold in major areas,
markets and other prominent places of city.Finance Secretary, Pakistan Medical Association, Dr SM
Qaisar Sajjad, while talking to PPI said provision of pure water is prime responsibility of state, but
unfortunately government had failed to do so. He said surveillance and monitoring of water supplier
companies are the responsibility of state institutions.He said ratio of diseases can be reduced 60% in
Pakistan if pure mineral water is provided to people across.He said contaminated and polluted water
can cause various water-borne diseases like gastroenteritis, typhoid, diarrhea and hepatitis A & E. -
PPI
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- Karachi reports 155 dengue fever in current week

“Karachi has registered 155 new cases of dengue fever during the current week bringing the total number
of patients to 1,169 this year, said Dr. Masood Solangi Sindh Manager for Dengue Prevention and
Control Program here on Wednesday.Sharing latest data with the media he said three confirmed cases
each of the ailment were also reported from Hyderabad and Larkana respectively besides one from
Ghotki.The disease peculiar to post monsoons he said does also persist round the year although intensity
of incidence may vary.It is on basis of these facts that efforts are made to ensure regular fumigation

across the high risk areas with repeated requests that sanitation situation is improved and maintained,
'said Dr. Solangi.
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