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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES

Another Spell: 11 Dead, 18
Injured As Heavy

Downpour Lashes KP
Express Tribune, August 2, 2015

Indus, Chenab In High
Flood; More Villages

Inundated
SAMAA TV, August 2, 2015

109 Killed In Flash Floods

Across Pakistan: NDMA
Express Tribune, August 1, 2015
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DETAILS

BUNER / MARDAN / PESHAWAR / CHARSADDA / KARAK / NOWSHERA / SWAT / UPPER
DIR / KOHAT: At least 11 people, including minors, were killed while 18 others injured on
Saturday as yet another spell of heavy rains and a fresh spate of floods raged through Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa. A large number of people went missing after being swept away by heavy currents of
water. The deluge began from Friday night and a series of measures have been taken in Swat and
Charsadda to avoid considerable destruction.

Kohat: Two minors were killed while four others were injured when heavy downpour caused the
roof of a house to collapse in an area within the jurisdiction of City police station in Kohat. The
incident took place in Garhi Rauf Khan area where the roof of a house owned by Rizwan Bangash
collapsed. Bangash’s eight-year-old daughter, Sundus, and four-year-old son, Hussain, were
buried under the debris. Insiders familiar with the matter told The Express Tribune, Bangash,
Neelam Bibi and his two other children, Mahnoor and Basit, were wounded. They were taken to a
hospital where doctors said their condition is stable.

Upper Dir: Four people died while another five were injured when a passenger van plunged into a
river in Upper Dir on Saturday morning. Seven people also went missing after the accident.

Officials told The Express Tribune, a van carrying 16 passengers was on its way to Sheringal when
the driver lost control of the vehicle and it plunged into Panjkora River. Subsequently, some
passengers drowned while some were rescued. At least seven passengers are missing and are
believed to have been swept away by heavy currents. According to a handout issued on Saturday,
Minister for Local Government Inayatullah Khan and Minister for Finance Muzaffar Said expressed
sorrow over the incident.

Swat: In Swat, three people were killed and two were injured when roof collapsed of a hotel on the
bank of Swat River. Swat Commissioner Mehmood Aslam Wazir told journalists people living on
the bank of the river were asked to evacuate their houses. He added the downpour started late in
the evening on Friday in the upper part of Malakand Division and triggered flash floods in the low-
lying areas.

Swept away: A man was killed while a minor was injured after they fell into an overflowing stream
in Pir Piai area. An official of Azakhel police said lhsan Saeed died before he could be rescued
while the eight-year-old child was recovered and taken to a hospital. Many people across the
province died in a similar manner. On the other hand, a 15-year-old boy was swept away by a
heavy current in Kalpani River, Mardan. His body had not been found till the filing of this report.

Buner and Karak: Two people were injured when the roof of a house collapsed in Nawagai area of
Buner. In Karak district, four people were injured when their houses were destroyed by the rain.

Crops and houses: Rain water and floods have destroyed crops and houses in various districts of
the province. In some parts of Nowshera, locals whose houses were inundated were shifted to
government schools buildings nearby.

In Tank, heavy rain over the past few days destroyed crops in several rural areas of the district.
Rainwater also accumulated in a market in Peshawar. Moreover, residents of Koruna Camp in
Charsadda started shifting to safer spots due to the high-level of floods in Kabul River.

Charsadda AC Noorwali Khan told The Express Tribune the victims are being given shelter in
Charsadda Sugar Mills. Educational Testing and Evaluation Agency tests for Khyber Medical
University and University of Engineering and Technology have been postponed due to heavy rain
in the province.

ISLAMABAD/KARACHI: The flood situation showed no improvement across the country on
Sunday as swollen Indus River reached at a danger level at Guddu, Sukkur and Chashma, Samaa
reported. According to Samaa correspondent, the floodwater has inundated nearly 300 villages in
the Kacha areas of Kandhkot and Ghotki districts in Sindh, with the local administration, Pakistan
Army and Pakistan Navy continuing their relief and rescue activities.

In Punjab, the River Indus and Chenab River are flowing in ‘very high flood’ at Rajanpur, Kot
Mithan, Chachran and Alipur areas, inundating over 50 villages of district Rajanpur and 37 of tehsil
Alipur of Muzaffargarh District.

At least 109 people have been killed and 46 others have been injured as floods continue to ravage
different parts of the country, the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) said on
Saturday. Giving a breakdown of damage caused by the floods, the NDMA said that as many as 50
people have been killed so far in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa — where Chitral is the worst hit region. As
many as 14 people have died from hill torrents and rain related incidents in Balochistan.

Flooding in Punjab has left at least 21 dead where 298,185 people have been affected. As many as
550 houses have been damaged while 397 villages have been affected. Rain related incidents
have seen at least 19 people die and five others injured in Azad and Jammu Kashmir. As many as
189 houses have been damaged while seven villages have been affected.

In Gilgit-Baltistan, where a numberfive in Gilgit-Baltistan as a result of heavy flooding. On Saturday,
the NDMA also issued a fresh glacial lake overflow flood (GLOF) warning. Floods have affected as
many as 136,000 people in the region with 653 houses damaged and 175 villages affected.

Around 2,705 houses were also damaged, leaving almost 7,000 people affected. So far, 348,903
people have been evacuated by civil organistions and the army. Of these, 132,825 were evacuated
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NDMA Attends Cabinet
Committee on Flood at

PDMA Punjab and Meeting
With Chief Secretary
Punjab

NDMA, August 1, 2015
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in Punjab, and 163,157 in Sindh where 263 and 203 relief camps have been established
respectively.

Sindh floods: Meanwhile, the Sindh government has requested the army to remain on standby
following reports of floods gaining strength in the province. Chairing a meeting on Saturday, Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah directed Chief Secretary Mohammad Siddique Memon to write
a letter to the army regarding the issue. “Medium flooding had been predicted, but unremitting rains
water gushing from Koh Suleman Mountains has deteriorated the situation and there is high
flooding at Guddu Barrage, where more than 0.7 million cusec water is passing through,” an official
said during the meeting, which was attended by representatives of the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA). “River Indus at Sukkur is also likely to attain high to very high flood
level ranging between 650,000 cusecs to 750,000 cusecs during the period from noon on August 2,
2015 to midnight of August 4, 2015.”

The meeting was also informed that over 250,000 people (264,854) and 1,255 villages have been
affected because of floods across Sindh. The chief minister asked PDMA officials to make
necessary arrangement for flood victims by providing them food, tent and other necessary items.
“Rs5 million should be released to each deputy commissioner without any delay so that these
arrangements can be made,” he said. Director General PDMA Salam Shah said more than 200
tents have been provided to victims, while medical camps have also been set up.

“The chief minister also visited Guddu Barrage to assess the arrangements.” A CM House
spokesperson said the chief minister would hold a meeting with irrigation officials at Guddu and
visit Tori Bund, Sukkur Barrage and Shenk Bund.

Zardari for expediting relief efforts as floods rage on: With a very high floods passing through
Guddu and Sukkur, co-chairman Pakistan Peoples Party Asif Ali Zardari on Saturday directed the
Sindh minister for irrigation Nisar Khuhro to utilise all possible resources to ensure the safety of
masses affected by floods.

Observing that any breach of the embankments could jeapordise lives and property, the former
president urged close monitoring of these as possibility of more floods looms. “Consolidated and
collective efforts are needed to provide maximum relief to the people hit by torrential rains and
floods and evacuating them to safer places,” he said. Earlier, Khuhro had apprised Zardari about
the overall floods situation in Sindh and subsequent rise in the water level in rivers and barrages.
The minister assured the former president that he was personally monitoring conditions of the
embankments.

Pakistan Navy evacuates over 2,000 people in Sindh: Meanwhile, rescue teams of Pakistan
Navy claimed on Friday to have rescued 2,275 more flood affected people during ‘Operation
Madad’, carried out in different parts of Sindh.

According to the statement released by the public relations department of the navy, emergency
response teams of Pakistan Navy and Pakistan Maritime Security Agency carried out evacuation in
Goth Abdul Rehman Unar, jappar sheikh, Gul hasan mangnejo, Baradi Khan jatoi, Manglo jalbani,
Noor ilahi, Haji Allah bakhsh, Jumma Khan Junejo, Dost Muhammad Mangnejo, Taj Muhammad,
Mehrab Khan Jatoi, Umeed Ali Channa, Ali Bakhsh Janwari and others of district Khairpur in the
last 24 hours. Teams at Badin, Ghotki, Sukkur, Pano Aqil, Larkana, Ranipur and Gambat are also
conducting flood relief operation and providing necessary facilities to the local residents.

The navy also said that 10 tons of relief goods for the flood victims of DG Khan dispatched earlier
from Islamabad was distributed in Ghazi Ghat. Relief goods are being collected at PN Camps
established at Ormara, Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad, the statement read. Moreover, Provincial
Disaster Management Authorities (PDMA) authorities on Saturday informed that due to continues
torrential rains in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, water levels in River Chitral, Panjkora, Swat and Kabul is
increasing.

Meanwhile, PDMA authorities have urged masses in low laying areas to remain careful as
widespread rains with scattered heavy falls are expected in mountainous areas of the province
from Saturday to Monday.

Flood warning for Nullah Leh: The NDMA has issued a flood warning for Nullah Leh in
Rawalpindi with heavy rains expected over the next 36 hours.

LAHORE: According to latest Meteorological & Hydrological conditions observed by Flood
Forecasting Division Lahore, River Indus at GUDDU is likely experience very High flood discharge
ranging between 720,000 cusecs to 790,000 cusecs during the next 24 hours whereas at SUKKUR
is also likely to attain High to very High flood discharge ranging between 600,000 cusecs to
720,000 cusecs during the same period. High flood level will remain continue further during the
following seven days.

In view of the prevailing flood situation evacuations from the vulnerable areas is continuing through
the provincial and district administration and with the support of Pakistan Army and Navy to avoid
any loss of life. NDMA with the assistance of PTA is constantly issuing SMS alerts at the
community level for them to take preventive and life saving measures. NDMA teams have already
been deployed in flood hit areas of Punjab and Sindh to monitor the latest flood situation, to
undertake initial ground assessment and further coordination with NDMA Head Office. NDMA is
also coordinating rescue & relief activities with all DMAs and is in constant contact with all relevant
departments for maximum response and relief. Besides NDMA in coordination with NHA is making
efforts towards restoration of road links in Chitral damaged as a result of repeated GLOF and rain
events. Contractors all along vulnerable points have been mobilized with machinery to cater for the
on-going emergency.

In order to review latest flood situation and on-going response and relief measures across Punjab a
high level Cabinet Committee meeting chaired by the Provincial Minister for Home & Chairman
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Cabinet Committee on Flood Col. R. Shuja Khanzada, was held at Lahore today. The meeting was
attended by Chairman NDMA Major General Asghar Nawaz, DG PDMA Punjab and reps of
provincial line departments. The meeting discussed prevailing flood situation, need of additional
measures to further raise the level of preparedness to meet emergent situation besides relief efforts
presently being undertaken. PDMA Punjab has also initiated helpline service 1129, a life saving
rescue operation, that is efficiently responding to all evacuation requests from the people to rescue
them from the vulnerable areas. The Minister appreciated NDMA for mounting round-the-clock
response side-by-side the PDMA and continued coordination with all relevant department and
concerned authorities all over the province. Further Chairman NDMA along with DG PDMA Punjab
also attended meeting with Chief Secretary Punjab on the current flood situation. Chairman NDMA
apprised Chief Secretary Punjab of ongoing rescue & relief activities, coordination with all relevant
disaster management authorities & departments and measures being undertaken to cope with any
emergent situation. The Chief Secretary appreciated the selfless efforts being made and desired
continued and more consolidated response in wake of further developing situation on ground.

Rising Indus Threatens LAHORE: The Indus is likely to be in high or very high flood at Guddu from Saturday onwards and
Vast Areas In 2 Provinces the situation will continue for about a week, according to the Flood Forecasting Division (FFD). It
DAWN News, August 1, 2015 said on Friday that the Indus would have a flow ranging between 650,000 and 750,000 cusecs
(denoting high to very high flood) at Sukkur from Sunday to Tuesday and the situation would persist
for about seven days. This was likely to be the highest flow (peak) to be recorded at the two points
during the current monsoon season, the FFD said.

The Federal Flood Com-mission warned that low-lying areas along the Indus in Punjab (parts of
Multan and districts Bhakkar, Layyah, Muzaffargarh, Rajanpur, Dera Ghazi Khan and Rahimyar
Khan) and Sindh (Ghotki, Kashmore, Shikarpur, Sukkur, Khair-pur and Larkana districts) were
likely to be affected adversely. It advised the authorities concerned to take precautionary measures
to avoid loss of life and minimise damage to private and public property. It urged the irrigation
officials in the two provinces to ensure round-the-clock patrolling of flood embankments and make
necessary arrangements for dealing with floodwaters at vulnerable points. In its forecast, the
Pakistan Meteorological Dep-art-ment said more rain was expected across the country during the
first fortnight of August, resulting in high river flow.

It said that the monsoon system was likely to remain active in the first week of August, producing
widespread rain of moderate to heavy intensity, with one or two extreme events over Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, upper Punjab, Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir. The extreme rainfall might generate
urban and flash floods in these areas. The monsoonal activity would gradually decrease during the
second week of the month, but there would be scattered rain with isolated heavy rainfall in lower
Sindh and northern parts of the country.

There could be isolated rainfall in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, lower Sindh, Punjab, northeast
Balochistan, Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir during the second fortnight of the month. The FFD has
forecast scattered thunderstorm/rain of moderate intensity with isolated heavy rainfall in upper
catchments of all major rivers along Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and northeast Balochistan in the
next 24 hours. Isolated thunderstorm/rain of moderate intensity was likely in Sindh and Gilgit-
Baltistan. It said that high water flow was likely in hill torrents of Dera Ghazi Khan division during
the period. The flows are also likely to increase in the Indus, Jhelum and Chenab rivers.

Meanwhile, it continued to rain in different parts of the country on Friday. Multan received 42mm of
rain, Balakot and Bahawalnagar 26mm (each), Sahiwal 22mm, Bahawalpur (city 20mm and airport
8mm), Kot Addu 15mm, Okara 11mm, and Barkhan and Kotli 9mm (each). The Punjab government
reported floods in hill torrents of Dera Ghazi Khan division. It said the irrigation minister had taken
notice of a breach in a Sargodha canal and had ordered an inquiry into the incident.

Flood Warning For River i. Pakistan Meteorological Department has informed that the river Indus at Guddu is likely to
Indus At Guddu And attain High to Very High flood level ranging between 650,000 cusecs to 750,000 cusecs
Sukkur during the period from 1400 PST of 015t August 2015 to 2400 PST of 3rd August, 2015.
. River Indus at Sukkur is also likely to attain High to very High Flood level ranging between
PDMA Sindh, July 31, 2015 . ]
¢ ¢ 650,000 cusecs to 750,000 cusecs during the period from 1200 PST of 02nd August 2015
to 2400 PST of 04" August 2015. However, High Flood level will remain continue for
further seven days.

ii. In addition to this, PDMA Punjab has issued Advisory vide letter No. 274- 2015/212/Tech
dated: 31st July, 2015, the contents of which are reproduced as under: “Fairly wide spread
thundershower / rain of moderate intensity with isolated heavy falls is expected over Upper
catchments of all the major rivers along with Punjab. High flow is expected in Hill Torrents
of D.G khan Division during the period. Flow is likely to increase in Indus at Mithan Kot and
discharge may reach more than 800,000 cusecs which falls in the range of very high to
exceptional high”

iii. Accordingly, it is requested to ensure that all preparedness measures be put in place in
your district, including activation of District Emergency Operation Centre round the clock
manned by well-versed staff and officers for an effective response mechanism including
early warning and evacuation of vulnerable communities wherever required. It shall be
ensured that sufficient resources including dewatering pumps are pre-deployed at low
lying areas.

iv. Keeping in view the situation all out efforts be made to minimize the chances of hazards
associated with flooding. The following authorities are requested to take actions as
mentioned below:

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIONS / DDMAS:

e To take all precautionary measures to avoid any untoward situation including Safe
Evacuation of population of Katcha Area. Also ensure establishment of tent relief camps for
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NDMA Teams Deployed In

Flood Affected Areas
NDMA, July 31, 2015

Army Ready For Flood

Relief Activities
DAWN News, July 31, 2015
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evacuated population having all allied facilities like availability of drinking water, food, health
and livestock facilities etc.

e  To monitor the overall situation including measures taken by relevant departments.
HEALTH / PPHI:

. Ensure availability of all required medicines / vaccines and sufficient staff at hospitals;

o Especial mobile hospitals may be established at tent relief camps

LIVESTOCK & FISHERIES: To ensure availability of sufficient vaccines and fodder at tent relief
camps

HOME DEPT: To deploy appropriate police force to assist the district administration for evacuation
operations, vigilance and patrolling

IRRIGATION DEPT: To monitor the river situation and take appropriate precautionary measures as
per contingency plan

INFORMATION DEPT: To ensure timely dissemination of information through print and electronic
media.

2 It is requested to kindly keep the PDMA Sindh promptly informed (via return fax on 021-
99251463) regarding implementation of this ‘alert’ and also in pursuance of your District
Disaster Management Plans and also keep PDMA informed on the District Emergency
Operation Centers, contact number and contact person, resource earmarked by the
respective DDMAs to combat the current situation.

Vi. The Provincial Emergency Operation Center (PEOC) at PDMA Head Office is working
round the clock for coordination. The contact numbers are as under:

PEOC: 021-99239524

Fax: 021-99251463

PDMA Office: 021-99251458

Email: mshayyanshah@hotmail.com,
ad_pdma@yahoo.com

ISLAMABAD: Another high flood discharge peak is currently being experienced at Taunsa Barrage
on River Indus. The same is now heading towards Guddu and Sukkur Barrages, already
experiencing high flood levels. In wake of the current flood situation, NDMA has already deployed
teams in the flood affected areas of Chitral since 27 July.

In order to monitor the flood situation in the Central and Southern portion of the country and to
effectively coordinate relief efforts jointly with the Provincial and Military Authorities, NDMA's teams
have also been deployed in vulnerable and flood hit areas of Southern Punjab, Sindh besides in
Gilgit Baltistan for assessment of on ground emergency situation. The teams will move along
Guddu-Sukkur and Sukkur-Kotri reach of River Indus to monitor the ongoing relief efforts including
coordination with local civil administration and authorities concerned for better and more enhanced
response and relief management. These teams will be regularly sharing relevant field data with
NDMA Head Office for necessary strategic guidance and additional support, if needed. NEOC at
NDMA is constantly monitoring the situation including the weather updates and river flows in close
coordination and on round the clock basis with Pakistan Metrological Department (PMD), Federal
Flood Commission (FFC) and Pak Commission for Indus Waters (PCIW). In this regard NDMA has
been regularly issuing advisories to all concerned in collaboration with PMD to take precautionary
measures to avoid any loss. NDMA is also maintaining active liaison with relevant federal and
provincial agencies to supplement their efforts for effective flood management.

The entire situation including the weather updates and river flows is being closely monitored, round
the clock. Since the onset of Monsoon Season 2015, NDMA in collaboration with relevant PDMAs
has been issuing SMS Alerts to identified areas through respective provinces based on weather
outlook and river flow situation received through PMD. Close coordination is also being kept with
PDMAs Punjab, Sindh including Gilgit Baltistan disaster management authority. So Far, SMS Alerts
have been issued to approximately 27 million people in Punjab, Sindh and AJ&K with the
assistance of PTA and cellular companies. Under relief assistance so far, NDMA has transported
15 Tons of Ration, one ton of mineral water bottles, hundred thousand aqua tabs (Water
Purification Tablets) through two C130 aircrafts of PAF. Besides that NDMA has transported 2800
Tents to GB and 2,000 Tents to AJ& K along with 24 tons of ration for Chitral, KP and GB as well
as 1500 tarpaulin shelters and 2000 blankets to AJ&K for further distribution among affectees as
and when needed.

BAHAWALPUR: Six hundred army personnel were dispatched to various places across the
division to carry out the rescue activities in case of flood. According to the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), over 600 army personnel were dispatched to various places facing flood threat in
the coming days.

These places included in Rahim Yar Khan district's Ahmedpur Lamma, Bhong, Tarinda Muhammad
Panah, Chachran Sharif Bangla Dilkusha and Samoka. The army men have got over 30 boats, life
jackets and rescue equipment. The army units have also been put on alert to face any emergency
anywhere in the division. It has established relief centres at different places of district where the
donations have started pouring in. Bahawalpur Corps Commander Lt Gen Javed Igbal had an
aerial view of the flood-hit areas of the division. He chaired a meeting of civil and army officers as
well that reviewed the situation arising out of the flood threat.
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ANTI-DENGUE DAY: An anti-dengue day was observed with a number of activities here on
Thursday. Punjab Social Welfare Director General Muhammad Yasrab presided over a seminar at
the district council hall while Rescue 1122 also organised a seminar addressed by its district chief,
Malik Asif Channar. The health department organised a walk from Bahawal Victoria Hospital to
Quaid-i-Azam Medical College (QAMC).

Christian Aid has made an initial £50,000 available to help victims of the monsoon floods that have
swept through Pakistan, destroying homes and in some cases inundating entire villages. In the
fourth consecutive year of heavy flooding to hit the country, thousands of acres of crops ready for
harvest have been destroyed, and fruit orchards damaged. Communications are disrupted, and
roads and bridges, along with electricity and fresh water supply schemes, have been washed away.
The government says at least 86 people have died and more than 500,000 people been affected as
glacial melt from the Himalayas has flowed into rivers already swollen with monsoon rains which
have then joined the River Indus.

Neill Garvie, Christian Aid’'s Emergency Programme Manager for Pakistan, said today: “The
Pakistan Meteorological Department has warned that with heavy rains expected over the next five
days, the situation will worsen. “The authorities have established relief camps on various
embankments, but a large number of people remain stranded in flooded areas. “The communities
affected will have lost almost all of their belongings including homes, food stocks, crops and
livestock. Priority needs at present include fresh water, emergency shelter, food and medical
supplies.”

The worst hit area is Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the North West and Sindh Province in the South of
the country where some 1,000,000 people overall are affected. Hundreds of houses, dozens of link
roads and suspension bridges connecting valleys and villages have been swept away.

In Gilgit-Baltistan, the northernmost province, flash floods have cut off at least three valleys, while
in Punjab, further south, at least 244 villages have been flooded.

Christian Aid will distribute aid through its partners in the Act Alliance, a coalition of more than 140
churches and affiliated organisations working together in over 140 countries to alleviate poverty.

The Pakistan Red Crescent Society Gilgit-Baltistan provincial branch has provided relief items to 26
victimized families of recent flood in village Oshikhandas of Gilgit district. The reliefs goods were
included tarpaulin sheets,blankets, kitchen sets, oil stoves, water cans,latrine slabs and hygiene
kits.

PRCS Provincial Secretary Noor-ul-Ain along with PRCS team distributed the relief items to the
effectees in presence of tehsil administration authorities. PRCS Watsan team setup transitional
latrines for the flood affected communities on the occasion. “PRCS is not an NGO, it is an auxiliary
body to the government for humanitarian services so we act according to the request of
government authorities when and where needed” said PRCS GB branch Secretary Noor-ul-Ain on
the occasion of relief distribution.

She said that the Pakistan Red Crescent Society creates awareness among the vulnerable
communities about Disaster Risk Reduction because prevention of natural disasters is not in the
hand of human being. She assured the floods affected communities that PRCS stands with them in
this difficult movement and will try its best to provide all kind of humanitarian support in
collaboration with the local government.

A severe weather system is likely to persist for next 3-4 days in GB and Chitral, having potential to
produce Glacial Lake Outbrust Flood (GLOF), particularly in PMD's pilot GLOF sites Bagrot,
Bindogol and Golain valleys. Local communities are advised to remain alert and concerned
authorities to take precautionary measures.

HYDERABAD: Most districts across the interior of Sindh faced massive flooding in their towns,
besides populated rural areas and farmlands on Wednesday as the provincial government, water
and power utilities and the relevant rescue and relief agencies failed to cope with the situation
arising out of torrential rains.

Thousands of people had to move to safe places after their localities remained flooded due to
collapse of the drainage system. Flooding also led to the suspension of supplies to towns and
villages while nearly all main fruit and vegetable markets stayed closed. Parts of Hyderabad,
Latifabad and Qasimabad remained submerged under one to five feet deep water on Wednesday
evening, 24 hours after several spells of heavy rain hit the district on Monday and Tuesday.
Workers of the Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (HMC) and its Water and Sanitation Agency
(Wasa) seemed helpless as water accumulated in the low-lying areas could not be drained out
because stormwater drains were already overflowing.

Mehar Ali, Junejo Colony, Alam Town, Mallah Goth, Latifabad units 2, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 12, Frontier
Colony, Tando Mohammad Khan Road, Pinjra Pol, Pakistan Chowk, Phool Mandi, Islam Abad,
Tando Agha, Tando Tayyab, Anwar Villas, Sehrish Nagar, Naseem Nagar Phase | and Il and
Wahdat Colony were the most affected areas where rainwater entered houses and shops.Wasa’s
pumping machines remained non-functional due to absence of electricity in most flooding-hit areas
while generators installed at sewerage pumping station were found out of order.

Up to five-foot-deep water had accumulated in Alam Town, Junejo Colony, Mallah Goth and Maher
Ali areas forcing a large number of families to move out and take shelter at some other places.
Volunteers belonging to various non-governmental organisations helped the families in the process.
The families were provided accommodation at some schools and camps. Water, food and
medicines as well as health facilities have been made available at the camps.

A similar situation prevailed in parts of Tando Mohammad Khan and Matiari districts and Tando
Allahyar town. Intermittent light showers were reported from different areas of Hyderabad division
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on Wednesday.
Warning to vacate 250 villages

DADU: The deputy commissioner of Dadu has issued warning to the residents of 250 villages of
Katcha area to shift their families to safer places. He declared three vulnerable and emergency
points along with the Larkana-Sehwan bund and directed irrigation officials to provide all kind of
flood fighting material there. DC Zubir Ahmed Channa rushed to J-Spur at the Dadu-Moro bridge
and looked after the work there. He also monitored the three vulnerable points of LS bund. Talking
to journalists at the LS bund at the village of Syal near Dadu town, he said it was medium flood in
Dadu district and 500,000 cusec water was crossing the Dadu-Moro bridge on Wednesday. He said
water had reached the LS bund and water level was increasing.

On emergency basis, a warning had been issued to 250 villages and all kind of boats arranged to
shift people to safer places. He said that on Wednesday Indus river water had entered more than
50 villages in Dadu district. He said there were three sensitive points where water would develop
pressure. Flood fighting material was arranged along with the LS bund to face any untoward
incident including breach or leakage in the bund. Although the bund was safe in its current position,
he added. The DC said J-Spur was constructed to protect the Dadu-Moro bridge and to reduce
pressure of water. The health and live stock departments established a medical camp to vaccinate
animals, at the LS bund near Dadu town.

PFF call to remove encroachments

THATTA: Pakistan Fisher Folk Forum (PFF) chairman Syed Muhammad Ali Shah has called upon
the authorities to remove obstructions and encroachments — including Zamindari bunds (private
embankments erected by the Abadgars), pakka structures and illegal outlets en-routes to river
Indus — to facilitate smooth passage of floodwater.

Talking to local media men here at Thatta press club on Wednesday, he said the passage of
floodwater was a natural process and if the quarters concerned took timely and appropriate steps, it
would smoothly pass through the river bed inundating the Katcha area in case of high stream. The
submerging of Katcha along the both banks of river would ultimately nourish and strengthen small
and big forests, flora and fauna while revitalise the barren lands by descending the underground
brackish water level in the deltaic region. Mr Shah claimed that a hue and cry by the official
concerned and non-official quarters about the flood was nothing but an agenda of vested interests
who intended to cash in on the situation through all means. Mr Shah said fishermen, Abadgars and
tillers had heaved a sigh of relief after the recent access of a little water quantum to Thatta and
Sujawal delta.

Malteser International is preparing initial flood relief measures for the population of the district of
Chitral, in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province, who have been strongly affected by heavy
rain and flooding. Malteser International will support the health authorities of the district, which
neighbours Afghanistan, by providing medication, hygiene and baby kits, mosquito nets, water
purification tablets, information material and personnel.

“Almost 80% of the district is under water;” Hubert Topinka — Malteser International’s Country
Coordinator in Pakistan reports. “The population is suffering from diarrhoea, skin conditions,
malaria and fever. Medications, mosquito nets and clean drinking water are an urgent need. An
uncounted number of people have been injured by the rising water, or by debris from the damage it
caused.

Malteser International provided relief in Pakistan following the monsoon floods of 2010 and 2011,
and supported rebuilding efforts. The organisation has been active in the country since the severe
earthquake in 2005, and returned to work in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province in 2013 - principally
to provide support for Pakistani displaced persons and refugees from Afghanistan with financial
support from Germany’s Federal Foreign Office.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Health Department has asked for immediate assistance
from the UN agencies and donor organisations to provide timely treatment to the flood-stricken
people in Chitral. According to the health officials, the government has announced Rs14.26 million
for the healthcare of the flood-affected population, but the health department was yet to receive the
amount due to which the people risked outbreak of diseases in Chitral. “We fear epidemics of
gastroenteritis, diarrhoea, malaria, typhoid, dengue fever, scabies and other diseases in Chitral
where we face problems to reach the stranded population and give them treatment facilities,” said
senior health officials. They said that they had been waiting for the release of Rs14 million pledged
by the government to provide healthcare facilities to the people on immediate basis. “We need four
electricity generators to maintain cold chain of vaccines because over 50 cases of measles have
been recorded from the affected areas,” they said. The officials said that during the past four days
doctors had examined about 5,000 patients in the flood-hit villages, but there were no
arrangements to register diseases’ outbreak and put brakes on epidemics.

The World Health Organisation had pledged two vehicles for the health staff in Chitral to reach the
affected population there as so far the people in the inaccessible areas were without treatment
facilities. The officials said that they had held meetings with the UN agencies, who had been
requested to provide urgent assistance, especially lady doctors to help the female patients. “There
are only two lady doctors who are not enough to reach the patients,” they said. The officials said
that they had been facing a big challenge to transport medicines to the areas where people
required urgent medication, especially to protect them against water-borne ailments.

The WHO is establishing a surveillance system to monitor the quantum of diseases and take
measures in case of any disease outbreak, they said, adding that the world health agency had also
supplied medicines for the people harmed by severe floods. The disease early warning system is
being activated in Chitral under which the health department will get updates regarding diseases on
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daily basis, they said.

Sources said that the government had planned a strategy for the 11 high-risk districts, including
Chitral, but the situation on ground was not up to the mark because of lack of coordination among
the government departments. They said that the people required drinking water and essential
medicines to protect them against the water-borne diseases. However, accessibility to the affected
population remains the main problem in the area, they said. The sources said that health
authorities had been communicating with the department through mobile phone messaging, but the
main hurdle was the lack of money to accelerate the healthcare activities in the area. “We have
decided to establish 10 camp hospitals in Chitral and provide health facilities to the people, but we
desperately need vehicles to ensure speedy mobility of staff,” they said.

However, the officials said that at present they didn’t know exactly about the health problems and
the number of health facilities washed away by floods in Chitral. Director general health Dr Pervez
Kamal told Dawn that they had established a rapid response unit in Chitral which was in contact
with the government regarding health problems there. “There is no immediate threat of any disease
outbreak there,” he said. District health officer, Chitral, Dr Israr said that they had provided a big
quantity of medicines to the patients, but now they were about to run out of stock. “We have been
supplying medicines to the stranded people through helicopters,” he said.

Qaim Praises Army For SUKKUR: Praising the army for coming to the rescue of people affected by flooding in the kutcha
S ALY S BT o1 [ (-3 areas and helping the provincial government facing the flood threat, Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali

For Non-Cooperation
DAWN News, July 30, 2015

Shah on Wednesday severely criticised the federal government and its institutions for failing to fulfil
their responsibilities over the past few years.

Speaking to the media on Wednesday at the Qadirpur gas fields where he oversaw the Shank dyke
strengthening work for a second consecutive day, Mr Shah said his government was made to get
the works done which actually were supposed to be carried out by the federal government and the
National Disaster Management Authorities. He also deplored the Centre for not cooperating with
his government in the face of flood. “We will take the Shank bund strengthening issue to the
Council of Common Interests,” he said, arguing that the Qadirpur gas fields where the [Shank]
bund was located were under the command and control of the Oil and Gas Development Company
(OGDC), which was as federal institution. “It is the responsibility of the OGDC, indirectly the federal
government, to look after the bund.

Shank bud was identified as the most vulnerable point exposed to threat from high flood in the
Indus and a couple of days back the chief minister had expressed serious concern over its
condition. A big population of the kutcha area as well as thousands of acres of farmlands in Ghotki
district could be affected if flood-water deluge caused damage to the protective bund, he was
informed by the irrigation officials concerned. During his visit to the site on Tuesday, Mr Shah
ordered immediate start of dyke strengthening work on an emergency basis and paid a second visit
to the site on Wednesday to see whether his order had been adhered to or not.

Health Minister Jam Mahtab Dahar and Agriculture Minister Ali Nawaz Mahar accompanied him in
the visit.He said the federal government and the NDMA used to pay lip service making the Sindh
government and the PDMA to work day and night in order to cope with situation arising out of the
peak flood at Guddu and Sukkur barrages. He held out the assurance that his government would
do its utmost to save people from loss of life and property and provide them with all essential
facilities. Mr Shah expressed satisfaction over the pace of work after he was told that it had been
started immediately after issuance of the order. He noted that army personnel were busy day and
night to ensure completion of work on a war-footing basis. He told the media that the Indus River
Commission (IRC) had undertaken the work for the strengthening of all protective bunds in the
province soon after the 2010. “However, the IRC did not come up to the expectations of the Sindh
government in this regard,” he said, adding that the provincial government had to carry out the
works on an emergency basis. The chief minister said that adequate funds had been released for
the ongoing works and anti-flood measures. He thanked the army and navy for their due
cooperation in the time of need.

KHAIRPUR: Earlier, the chief minister received a briefing from senior irrigation and district officials
at the Ulra Jagir embankment regarding the weak condition of Shank bund. He was informed that
considerable work for its strengthening had been carried out over the past 24 hours with the help of
army personnel.

Later, speaking to the media, Mr Shah said that it was due to the prompt measures taken by his
government, army and the PDMA that no major loss of life and property occurred so far due to the
recent flooding of the kutcha areas and torrential rains in the province. He said the Indus was in
medium flood at Guddu and Sukkur at the moment and the peak flood discharge was not expected
to exceeded 700,000-750,000 cusecs, therefore, there was no fear of super flood in the next few
weeks. He rejected the rumours about release of flood-water into Indus by India, and said the peak
flood was caused by flows from Tarbela, Kabul and other rivers.

In reply to a question, Mr Shah said that the Ulra Jagir embankment was weak at the time of the
2010 flood. It's width had now been widened from 12 to 18 feet to make it stronger, he added. He
said that 40 per cent work of the embankment’s spurs had been completed while the remaining
works would be carried out within the next six months.

NDMA Regularly Issuing NDMA in collaboration with Pakistan Telecommunications Authority (PTA) and all Cellular Mobile
1 WA ET g SR ol dodeT 13 [0 (3 [1A7A  Operators (CMOs) has launched initiative to facilitate Early Warning System that would utilize GSM
Awareness Cellular technology for dissemination of early warnings by ensuring institutionalization of a
NDMA. July 29 2015 message alert system for the community awareness, public service messaging and early warnings

» JUlY 29, in the disaster hit/prone areas for swift communication and timely preemptive measures in case of
any any disaster like situation.

Since the onset of Monsoon Season 2015 NDMA in collaboration with relevant PDMAs has been
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issuing SMS Alerts to identified areas by respective provinces based on weather outlook and river
flow situation received through PMD. So Far, SMS Alerts have been issued to almost 25 million
people in Punjab, Sindh and AJ&K with the assistance of PTA and cellular companies.

ISLAMABAD:
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (Chitral)

° NDMA transported 15 Tons of Ration, one ton of mineral water bottles, hundred thousand
aqua tab (Water Purification Tablets) through two C130 aircrafts of PAF.

. 80 stranded persons / touristswere also evacuated by NDMA with the help of PAF.
° Bridge on Dir Chitral Road N45, kept open with the assistance of NHA from the first day.

° MD, Utility Stores Corporation was assisted in his move toChitral on specific direction of
Prime Minister and also for further coordination with Army authorities.

» 5 Mobile Utility Stores outlets have been established for affectees (with avg sale of
1 lac to 1.50 tons daily).

» 40 Permanent Utility Stores have been established.
» 20 tons of Commodities have been transported to Mastong, Bhoni from Gilgit.

. On directions of Prime Minister, in coordination with Army, services of FWO have been
provided to KP Government for speedy repair of road infrastructure.

. NDMA has facilitated and coordinated visit of state media to Chitral to cover the relief efforts
being undertaken. g. NDMA in coordination with Pakistan Army is assisting Radio Pakistan in
installation of Radio towers in Chitral.

Gilgit Baltistan.

2800 Tents alongwith 1000 food packs (9 kg each)of NDMA have been transported to Gilgit
Baltistan and have placedat the disposal of Deputy Commissioners.

AJ&K.
NDMA has provided 2000 tents, 2000 blankets and 1500 tarpaulin shelters to AJ&K.
Remaining Country:

. NDMA is in close contact with all PDMAs.

. Monitoring the situation proactively.

. NDMA'’s emergency stocks at Rawalpindi, Pirpai (Peshawar), Lahore, Muzafargarh, Karachi,
Hyderabad, Kashmor and Quetta are placed on emergency alert to be released on short
notice to any PDMA.

. SMS alerts regarding heavy rain warning through coordination with PTA and Cellular
Companies sent to overapprox25million people in Sindh, Punjab, and AJ&K.

. National Health Emergency Preparedness Network (NHEPRN) has been directed to augment
its medical response capacities in the affected areas.

. NDMA is sharing simulated imageries with Provinces for early warning.

° NDMA is keeping Media updated through regular press releases, interviews and press
conferences.

GILGIT: Continuous rains triggering flashfloods and landslides have damaged 42 hydel power
stations across the Gilgit-Baltistan region, disconnecting power supply to 90 per cent of the area,
and damaging road infrastructure.

Reports pouring in here on Tuesday said two more drowned in the Indus River on Monday taking
the death toll from floods and rains to five in the region. Officials said floods damaged 26 power
stations in Baltistan region, nine in Diamer and seven in Gilgit, adding that 90 per cent of the area,
including the region’s capital Gilgit, had been without electricity supply for last four days. Reports
said thousands people were stranded in various villages in Ghanche, Diamer, Astore and Hunza-
Nagar districts due to blockade of approach roads to different valleys and collapse of bridges.

Faizullah Faraq, a resident of Diamer, told Dawn that two people drowned in Indus River on
Monday, adding the bodies had yet to be fished out. He said hundreds of homes in Thak, Niakote,
Khinar and Dong areas of Diamer were damaged in the rains. “Flashfloods have swept away water
channels, hundreds of kilometers of fertile land and trees in the district,” he said.

Shamim Bughti, resident of Ghanche district, told this reporter on phone that flooding in rivers and
nullahs and landslides during last ten days had damaged 180 homes in Dogani, Gawadi, Thala and
Balgaar areas of the district. Hussain Ali of Gilgit city said electricity suspension had paralysed
routine life in the city.

Meanwhile, trade between Pakistan and China was also halted as flashfloods swept away a two
kilometer section of the Karakoram Highway near Sost. According to an official of the National
Highway Authority, rehabilitation of KKH would be started after floods receded.

LAHORE: The Punjab Emergency Service (Rescue 1122) has so far evacuated 21,172 flood
affectees from flood-prone districts. According to the provincial monitoring cell of the rescue
service, about 4,208 people were evacuated from Chachran Sharif, 3,178 from Mauza Chohan,
477 from Bhong and 338 from Abadpur in Rahim Yar Khan district while 4,262 from Sumra
Nashaib, 473 from Lohanch Nashaib, 402 from Dewan Chowk, 170 from Mauza Bakhri Ahmed
Khan, 197 from Basti Gurmani, 20 from Mongar, 222 from Mauza Shahwala, 935 from Wara Sehr,
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712 from Basti Jakhar, 167 from Magsood Chowk and 310 from Basti Kanjal in Layyah district.
Similarly, 266 people were evacuated from Tari Khel Kach, 209 from Mouch Kacha and 229 from
Rokharri Kacha in Mianwali district.

Out of total 2,198 flood affectees of Muzaffargarh, 433 were evacuated from Kundai, 415 from
Bangla Hinjra, 296 from Left Marginal Bund and three from Rind Adda. As many as 551 people
were evacuated from Nishter Ghat, Indus River, 86 from Bhagsar, Rojhan, 145 from Bait Sontra,
175 from Rojhan Garh and 151 from Talliwala Bandro in Rajanpur district.

Rescue 1122 spokesperson at Jam Sajjad Husain said major rescue operations were conducted in
Layyah, DG Khan, Muzaffargarh, RY Khan, Chiniot and Rajanpur.

CHITRAL: Fresh flash flood swept away at least 45 houses in Brep village of Yarkhun valley in the
Chitral district on Tuesday morning. No casualties were reported as villagers had already vacated
their houses and moved to safe places.

Syed Nazir Hussain Shah, a resident of Breg village, told Dawn that the flood had washed away the
buildings of a school and a branch of Utility Stores Corporation apart from destroying scores of
shops and water supply schemes. He said flooding had inflicted heavy losses on farmers as
thousands of apple trees were destroyed. The harvesting of apple was due next month, he added.
The flood also hit adjoining villages of Bang and Miraggram, causing damage to vast tracts of
agricultural lands, irrigation channels and drinking water supply schemes. In the Arkari valley, the
flood washed away two pedestrian and one jeepable bridges and 30 houses.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan continues to be confronted by a series of regional and localized challenges
of different natures compounded by recurrent natural disasters (such as floods, earthquakes and
droughts, cyclones and landslides etc.). These disasters have devastating consequences, including
also widening of the ‘gender’ gaps between women and men.

Women and other vulnerable groups often have fewer resources to protect themselves and, with
children, they frequently make up the majority of displaced persons. Women are better placed and
envisaged to be responsive in these situations. However, their exclusion limits their access to
opportunities to recover and rebuild communities. NDMA through the development of the “National
Policy Guidelines on Vulnerable Groups in Disasters” and the “National GCC Framework” has
taken up concrete steps to ensure that the voices of women and children, and other vulnerable
persons are included in decision-making processes and policy formulation at all levels of disaster
management.

Signing Ceremony of the Letter of Agreement between National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA) and United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN
Women) took place in NDMA on 27 July, 2105. Maj. Gen. Asghar Nawaz Chairman NDMA and Mr.
Jamshed Kazi, Country Representative, UN Women signed the LOA.

Through this LOA joint initiatives of GCC- NDMA and UN Women will focus on NDMP aligned:

. Institutional strengthening of GCC to devise its implementation strategy from the main
planning and policy documents of NDMA;

. Strengthening Pakistan’s “multi-hazard approach” for the prevention and response to natural
and human made disasters from a gender perspective;

. Ensuring initiatives are responsive to local conditions and requirements and focus on disaster
preparedness, disaster management and response; and\

. Establishing a database to understand the gender dynamics (and impact) in disaster-struck
communities for effective disaster preparedness, planning, response and management

MIRPUR/ISLAMABAD: Another 16 people lost their lives as torrential rains and floods badly hit
Azad Jammu and Kashmir on Tuesday July 28, 2015. Car carrying six of a family drowned during a
botched attempt to cross a flooded nullah near Kasgumma in Bhimber District, sources said. Two
people were swept away by currents in a flooded nullah at remote village of Badhote Knaiker and
six people were killed in a house collapse. As many as 35 houses were reportedly damaged,
whereas 87 houses were partially damaged following the heavy rainfall and floods in the seasonal
nullahs. The official sources added that rains and floods also caused totally affecting of at least 35
kacha residential houses besided partial damaging of over 87 houses.

The AJK government has already established flood control rooms in all 10 AJK districts to deal with
any eventuality due to the impending catastrophe during the ongoing monsoon, the sources added.
The Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) said current spell of countrywide rains is likely to
prevail for next three to four days, as authorities continued relief activities in flood-affected areas of
KP, Punjab and Sindh.

According to Met Office Director General Dr Ghulam Rasool, high flood is likely in Sutlej River due
to possible release of water from India where dams have reached their capacity. He said unusual
increase in water level in River Sutlej could be disastrous for Pakistan. The chief meteorologist said
current wet spell would prevail for next three to four days. Meanwhile, relief and rescue operations
are underway in the flood-hit areas across the country. Civil administration and army contingents
are actively participating in these operations. Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif visited the
flood-hit areas of District Layyah to assess the flood situation and the relief activities carried out in
the district.

He was briefed about the flood situation, rescue and relief activities and the preparations to
overcome the situation arising due to flash floods. He was told that the evacuation from the low-
lying areas has been completed and the river embankments are being strengthened. Shahbaz said
sufficient stock of necessary medicines should be available in the medical camps and additional
boats be sent to the affected villages of South Punjab. The Provincial Disaster Management
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Authority Punjab is providing three-time meals to flood victims in relief camps set up in seven flood-
hit districts of the province.

Punjab Relief Commissioner Nadeem Ashraf said the authority has so far provided eight thousand
six hundred tents and two hundred and thirty two boats to the district administrations. Relief and
rescue operations are in full swing in the flood hit Katcha areas of Ghotki, Kashmore, Larkana,
Sukkur and Khairpur in Sindh.

According to Radio Pakistan, more than five hundred villages of these areas have been inundated
due to rising floodwater in river Indus. In Chitral, relief items are being air dropped in the flood-hit
areas while in Gilgit Baltistan, the government has accelerated relief activities for the flood affected
people. Ten water supply schemes have also been reconstructed in Chitral, which were damaged
by recent rains and floods in the area.

KP PDMA Director General Amir Afaaq said different organisations are making coordinated efforts
to provide shelter, clean drinking water and health facilities to the flood-hit people. He said a help
desk has been established by PDMA for prompt removal of grievances of affected people. Disaster
Risk Reduction Member of National Disaster Management Authority Ahmad Kamal says so far one
hundred and fifty six thousand people have been shifted to safer places from flood affected areas.
He said besides shelter, the affected people have been provided 20,000 tons foodstuff. He said
people living at the banks of rivers have been asked to please shift to safer places in order to avoid
any loss.

Pak Army shifts 30 tourists, patients from Chitral to Peshawar Pakistan Army has shifted thirty
tourists and patients from Chitral to Peshawar on Tuesday. They were stranded in Chitral due to
rain and floods. Pak Army medical teams are also busy in providing treatment to the people injured
due to floods.
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NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY (NDMA)

MONSOON WEATHER SITUATION REPRT AS OF AUGUST 01, 2015

Rivers

River/Structure Design In Flow Outflow (thousand Forecast for Forecasted Flood

Capacity (thousand Cusecs) Next 24 hrs Level (Inflow)
(Cusecs) Cusecs) (Inflow)

River Indus

Tarbela 1,500,000 350-380
Kalabagh 950,000 426.8 420.2 420-450 Medium
Chashma Res. 950,000451.9 451.9 448.2 440-480 Medium

Low-Medium

Taunsa 1,100,000 526.3 526.3 520-600 High

Guddu 1,200,000 722.9 719.2 720-790  Very High
Sukkur 15,00,000 584.9 569.3 600 R720 High- Very High
Kotri 875,000 220-250

Low

River Kabul
Nowshehra . Medium
River Jehlum

Mangla Reservoir 1,060,000
Rasul 850,000

Low

Below Low
River Chenab

Marala 1,100,000 100-140 Low
Khanki 800,000 70.7 62.7 No Sign. Ch Below Low
Qadirababd 807,000 72.7 62.7 -do- Below Low
Trimmu 645,000 143.4 132.6 -do- Below Low

Panjnad 700,000

-do- Below Low

River Ravi

Jassar 275,000 No Sign. Ch Below Low
Shahdadra 250,000 14.8 14.8 -do- Below Low
Balloki 225,000 43.1 171  -do- Below Low
Sidhnai 150,000 33.0 324 30-33 Low

River Sutlej
G.S Wala - Feet only No Sign. Ch
Sulemanki 325,000 33.1 24.8 -do- Below Low
300,000 15.9 -do-

Below Low

Below
Reservoirs

Reservoir Max Today (Feet) GLOF ALERT
Conservation FOR GILGIT BALTISTAN AND CHITRAL

Level (feet) A severe weather system is likely to persist for next 3-4 days in
Tarbela 1,550.00 1,539.00 GB and Chitral, having potential to produce Glacial Lake Outbrust

Flood (GLOF), particularly in PMD's pilot GLOF sites Bagrot,
Mangla 1,242.00 1,236.60 Bindogol and Golain valleys.

FLOOD ALERTS

Meteorological Features FLOOD WARNING FOR RIVER INDUS AT GUDDU AND

s Lo SUKKUR
. Yesterday’s monsoon low over Bahawalpur Division . . . .
persists. According to latest Meteorological & Hydrological conditions

. . . . observed by Flood Forecasting Division Lahore, River Indus at
*  Moderate to strong moist current is penetrating into G ppy s Jikely to attain High to very High flood level ranging
Punjab & Khyber Pakhtunkhwa up to 5,000 feet. between 650,000 cusecs to 750,000 cusecs during the period
o  Yesterday's trough of westerly wave over Northeast from 1400 PST of 01st August 2015 to 2400 PST of 3rd August
Afghanistan today lies over Northern parts of the 2015 However High flood level will remain continue further seven
country. days. River Indus at SUKKUR is also likely to attain High to very
e Seasonal low lies over Northwest Balochistan. High flood level ranging between 650,000 cusecs

Weather Forecast for Next 24 hours to 750,000 cusecs during the period from 1200 PST of 02nd
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o  Fairly widespread thunderstorms / rains with scattered August 2015 to 2400PST of 04th August 2015. However High
heavy falls is expected over Khyber Pakhtunkhwa & flood level will remain continue further seven day.
Punjab along with Northeast Balochistan. NULLAH LAI FLOOD WATCH

e  Scattered thunderstorms / rains of moderate intensity is According to current meteorological conditions heavy rainfall is
expected over the upper catchments of all major rivers. expected over Islamabad / Rawalpindi areasduring next 36 hours.

e Isolated thunderstorms / rains of moderate intensity is
expected over Upper Sindh and Gilgit Baltistan.

Source: NDMA Monsoon Situaion Report No.19 / Published on Aug 1, 2015

CONSOLIDATED STATE OF NATIONAL LOSSES / DAMAGES AS OF AUGUST 1, 2015
Provinces Deaths Injured Houses Damaged Villages Affected Pop. Affected
Balochistan 14 24 604 - -

Khyber 50 15 708 - -
Pakhtunkhwa

Punjab 21 - 551 397 298,185
Sillelg} - - - 1,255 264,854
AJ & K 19 5 189 7 -
Gilgit Baltistan 5 2 653 175 136,000

Total 109 46 2,705 1,834 699,039
Source: NDMA Monsoon Situaion Report No.19 / Published on Aug 1, 2015

PRELIMINARY CONSOLIDATED STATE OF NATIONAL RESCUE / RELIEF EFFORTS AS OF
AUGUST 1, 2015

Items NDMA Armed Balochistan KP Punjab Sindh AJ &K Gilgit Total
Forces Baltistan

Relief Provided (Major Items Only)

Shelters / Tents 765 9,600**
800

AJ &K
2,000

Punjab
5,000

Ration. Food 24 191.86 29tons 87.72tons 1,680 tons - - 22.5 tons 2,008.98
Packs tons tons tons

Tarpaulins 1,500 - - - - - - - 1,500
Blankets 8,467

11,100 32,596*

Relief Camps

Population in
Camps

Medical Camps

Rescue Boats 294
Life Jackets - - 50 1,100 - - - 1,150
Life Rings - - - 100 - - - 100

Evacuees - 5,158 - 132,825 163,157 - 1,736 348,903
Source: NDMA Monsoon Situaion Report No.19 / Published on Aug 1, 2015

4.% 02015 www.alhasan.com Jounais
v

Forum

¢



(<2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN 16

PDMA BALOCHISTAN UPDATES ON MONSOON 2015 AS OF
AUGUST 1, 2015

DAMAGES DETAIL

Districts Houses Injured Livestock Remarks
Damaged

Zhob 107 - 2 96 Roof of the Levies Thana Laka Bank damaged

Dera Bugti Approz 100 - - - Detail yet to be followed

Kohlu - 3 6 - Death under Debris, 7 water supply scheme partially
damaged

Khuzdar - 3 - - 3 Vehicles Washed Away in flood

Musa Khel 385 - 10 750 Road Infrastructure Damaged.11 Culverts Water
Supply : 01

Killa 28 - - - Detail yet to be followed.

Saifullah

Jhal Magsi - - 4 - -

Sherani - 4 - - Detail assessment is awaited.

Ziarat - - 2 - Ziarat to Sanjavi partially Damaged.

Total 620 10 24 864

Source: PDMA Balochistan, Daily Monsoon 2015-Situation Bulletin, Published on Aug 1, 2015
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PDMA/PaRRSA- SPECIAL REPORT ON GLACIAL LAKE OUTBURST

FLOOD IN CHITRAL AS OF AUGUST 1, 2015

Over all Damages Reported from all across the Province

Summary of Human Losses and Property Damaged:

Date District Persons Died Persons Cattle Head Persons House Damaged
Injured Perished Missing Partially Fully
27-7-2015  Chitral 35 2 - - 77 348
30-7-2015  Abbotabad 4 2 2 - 20 -
28-7-2015  Peshawar 4 2 - 1 145 7
1-8-2015 Kohat 3 11 - 1 5 1
28-7-2015  Karak 1 - - 1 - -
23-7-2015 Charsadda - - - 1 51 9
28-7-2015  Bannu - 1 - - 2 -
28-7-2015  Shangla 5 0 100 - 0 1
28-7-2015  Batagram 0 0 0 0 12 0
30-7-2015  Swat 1 1 9 - 10
1-8-2015 Dir Lower - - - - -
29-7-2015  Tank 2 - - - - -
31-7-2015 D.I Khan 1 2 - - - -
1-8-2015 Lakki 1 - - - - -
Marwat
1-8-2015 Dir Upper 3 5 - 7 - -
Total 59 26 111 1 320 376
Infrastrructure Damaged and Restoration Work
Infrastructure Damages Department Department
Roads/ Valley Roads . 3 main roads C&W/ . Shachar-Baranis Road
connecting the largest part of the FWO road cleared
District with Chitral are damaged: o Chitral-BooniRoad cleared
> Chitral-Gram uptoReshune
Chashma Road . Ayun-Bumburate:
> Ayun-Bumburate Restoration work in progress, pedestrian
Road track constructed by C&W Deptt:
> Chitral-BooniRaod
at Koragh
> ChitralBooni Road
blocked at Reshune
o Damaged Roads: District Note: Request for funds sent to Secretary Local
40 Council Council Board Peshawar which has been
. Restored : Nil forwarded to the Secretary RR&S PDMA KP for
provision of funds on emergency basis.
Bridges . RCC Bridges 4 C&W Work in Progress
(Including Reshun Bridge)
. 16 Suspension
bridge at RaeenGol on the
BooniShagram
. 12 wooden
suspension bridges
. 01 Steel Bridge
washed away.
. 27 Cantilever/  District Financial Constraints
Suspension Bridges damages. Council
Water Supply o 100 Water supply PHED . 10 have been restored.
schemes damaged . Pipes for 34 water supply
schemes supplied. More pipes have been
demanded from Peshawar.
. GolenGol WSS has been
restored
Irrigation Channels . 9 out of 13 lrrigation . Restoration Work in
Irrigation Channel damaged Department progress
. 4 were restored. . Kaldam Irrigation Channel
rehabilitation work completed
4.V c2015 www.alhasan.com ounaies g
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. 2 in Bumburate
are out of reach.

o Damaged: 70 District
Council
o 26 water supply District
schemes damaged. Council
. Restore Nil
Health . There are 57 Health Dept.

health facilities in District Chitral:

. 01 DHQ, 3 THQs,
06 RHCs, 19 BHUs & 28 Civil
Dispensaries

° The Health
facilities both Government and
AKHSP, PPHI etc., in the affected
area are operational 24/7

o 74400 bags of Food Dept.
wheat is available in the district
sufficient for more than a month.

° Consumption
detail is awaited.

Agrciculture . 1200 acre Agriculture
standing crops have been Dept.
damaged.

Reshune / Shishi Power . Reshune  Power PHYDO/

House house Completely Damaged due WAPDA

to GLOF of 26/7/2015.

. N-45 has been NHA
cleared by NHA

LiveStock Livestock
Dept.

Live Stock Mortality Livestoc
k Shed /
Fodder
Store

Cattl Shee Poultr
e p/

Goat Damage

d

741 2,476 416 213

Note: Livestock Department Daily
Progress report have already been
shared with PDMA today

Source: PDMA Special Report on Gacial Lake Flood, Published on Aug 1, 2015
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. Restoration work in the
rest civil and Government channels is in
progress.

. 03Nos civil irrigation
channels temporarily restored in Kesu
Area

. Rehabilitation  work in

Water Supplym Civil Irrigation Channel
Shishi-Drosh has been completed and
water supply shall be started by 29-7-2015.

. Request for funds sent to
Secretary Local Council Board Peshawar.

Request for funds sent to Secretary Local
Council Board Peshawar.

° Medical Officers available
in all RHCs and THQs
° OPD details from the

affected area heath facilities shows that
there is no chance of any epidemic
disease outbreak. Which is satisfactory.

As reported by the Food Department, that a PR
Center at Village Kushum has been damaged
due to last 26/7/15, the flood water has entered
in the Godown, where stock of wheat has
reportedly been damaged. Further, details from
the  department is awaited due to
communication impairment.

Assessment in Progress

. Shishi Power House
Damaged

° Restoration work in
progress

. WAPDA: Chitral and Drosh

Electricity has been restored partially

. Clearance of  various
damaged reaches have been completed
and road is operational for all sort of
vehicular traffic.

. Further assessment

. Relief as per following
quantity have been provided and 101
Field Staff have been deputed as per Live
Stock Deptt:-

> 0.2 Million Animals
Vaccinated

> 0.2 Million Treatment

> 0.2 Million Ticks Spray

> 20000 KG Wheat Straw
(Feed Supplement)

> 20000 KG Vonda (Feed
Supplement)

. 2000 Urea Molasses Block

(UMB) (Feed Supplement)

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4.¥
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PDMA SINDH- DISTRIBUTION OF NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFIS)AS OF JULY 30, 2015

District Tents Dewatering Solar Jerry Family Chattai Mosquitoes Mosquiot Water

(Nos.) Pumps LED can Water (Nos.) Nets Repellent Tanks

Filter (Cotton)

Karachi - 14 - - - - - - -

Kashmore 700 - 250 500 250 400 4,000 25 Ctn 6
(1x40)

Ghotki 1000 - 250 500 250 400 4,000 25 Ctn 8
(1x40)

Shikarpur 700 - - - - - 4,000 25 Ctn -
(1x40)

Sukkur 1,200 4 250 500 250 400 4,000 25 Ctn 6
(1x40)

Kahirpur 700 3 (HandsO0 250 500 250 400 4,000 25 Ctn -
(1x40)

Larkana 700 4 - - - - 4,000 25 Ctn -
(1x40)

N. Feroze 500 - - - - - 4,000 25 Ctn -
(1x40)

Dadu 500 - - - - - 4,000 25 Ctn -
(1x40)

Shaheed 500 4 - - - - 4,000 25 Ctn -
Benazirabad (1x40)

\VENET 500 - - - - - 4,000 25 Ctn -
(1x40)

Hyderabad - 5 - - - - 4,000 25 Ctn -
(1x40)

T.M. Khan 1,000 10** 500 - 500 500 6,000 25 Ctn -
(1x40)

Badin 500 - - - - - 4,000 25 Ctn -
(1x40)

Thatta 500 - - - - - 4,000 25 Ctn -
(1x40)

Jamshoro 500 - - - - - 4,000 25 Ctn -
(1x40)

Sujawal 500 - - - - - 4,000 25 Ctn -
(1x40)

Mirpurkhas - 4 - - - - - - -

Jacobabad 300 - - - - - 4,000 25 Ctn -
(1x40)

Kamber 300 - - - - - 4,000 25 Ctn -
Shahdadkot (1x40)

Sanghar 500** 5** - - 500** - 2000** - -

Total 11,100 53 1,500 2,000 2,000 2,500 76,000 430 20

Source: PDMA Sindh, Published on July 30, 2015
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES

China to provide $10m to
Pakistan for rehabilitation

of TDPs: Dar
The Express Tribune, August 2,
2015

War on terror headed in
the right direction:
Shahbaz

The Express Tribune, August 2,
2015

Govt told to install
cameras at police stations

in six months
Daily Dawn, August 2, 2015

4. ¥ 02015 www.alhasan.com
v

DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Ishaq Dar on Sunday said that China will provide $10 million to
Pakistan for rehabilitation of temporarily displaced persons (TDPs), Radio Pakistan reported. While
chairing a meeting in Islamabad, Dar said the government was paying complete attention to the
rehabilitation of IDPs. Secretary Economic Affairs Division Saleem Sethi briefed the meeting about
arrangements for rehabilitation of the displaced. Dar also sought details of development projects
being executed in Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) in cooperation with the Chinese
government. He also called for speeding up work on projects under the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor. Meanwhile, the World Bank (WB) has also committed to deliver $75 million it promised to
help the TDPs in the continuing month. Last month, Dar called on Army chief General Raheel
Sharif at the General Headquarters to discuss issues related to early return of TDPs and their
resettlement. The meeting held at GHQ also discussed the execution of development works in
FATA.

LAHORE: Pakistan Army, the Counter-Terrorism Force and the Punjab Police are writing new
chapters of valour, Chief Minister said on Saturday. “It is time for us to get rid of terrorism and
extremism. The entire nation is united against the menace,” the chief minister said at the passing-
out parade of the third batch of Counter-Terrorism Force at Elite Police Training School, Bedian
Road. The third batch of 332 included 298 male and 34 female corporals. The training of all 1,500
corporals has been completed now. The chief minister said the majority of terrorists and their aides
had been defeated. “The country’s war against terrorism will continue until peace is restored. Every
sacrifice will be made for the purpose,” Sharif said. He said the corporals had been given modern
training to deal effectively with terrorists. He said the force’s two earlier batches were already
producing good results. He said the number of corporals would be raised if needed. Sharif praised
Pakistan Army for launching Operation Zarb-e-Azb against terrorists. “Political and military leaders
are on the same page [against terrorism]. This is evident from the National Action Plan against
terrorism,” he said.

The chief minister said that a modern integrated command, communication and control centre was
being set up in Lahore. The facility would be expanded to other big cities in the next phase, he
said. He stressed the need for unity to end poverty, injustice, inequality and corruption. “Hard work
is the key to achieving these goals. We should rely on our collective wisdom to move forward,” he
said. Sharif said that on the Independence Day on August 14, the nation should pledge to make
Pakistan a real welfare state. “There is a need for learning lessons from our mistakes in the past.
Supremacy of merit, justice, honesty, trust and equality are needed to put the country on the path
to glory,” the chief minister said. He inspected the parade and gave away cash prizes, shields and
the sword of honour to the corporals who had performed well in the training.

IGP Mushtag Ahmad Sukhera said the Counter-Terrorism Force would prove a new beginning
towards ending terrorism. He said 141 cases had been registered at CTD police stations. He said
the department had arrested 16 “most hardened terrorists”, 84 facilitators, and 41 people for
delivering hate speeches. The IGP said that the department had completed geo-tagging of
seminaries with help from the Punjab Information Technology Board. He said other provinces were
now following similar policies. He said a survey and geo-tagging of mosques and other worship
places would be started soon. Chief Secretary Khizer Hayat Gondal, Home Secretary Azam
Suleman Khan, Special Branch Additional IGP Arif Mushtagq, CCPO Amin Wains, Elite Force DIG
Muhammad Tahir, Operations DIG Haider Ashraf and CTO Tayyab Hafeez Cheema attended the
ceremony.

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court has directed the Punjab government to complete installation of
CCTV cameras at all police stations within six months to help eliminate ‘thana culture'. Issuing a
detailed order on a public interest petition, Justice Farrukh Irfan Khan ordered the data of CCTV
cameras be preserved for at least three years. Dr Yasin Zia, chairman of a welfare organisation,
had filed the petition seeking directions to the government for provision of ambulances for his
organisation and installation of CCTV cameras and other security equipment at public places,
including police stations and hospitals. In response to the court’s notice, the government said
various steps were being taken for security of the public, particularly at religious places, schools
and hospitals. It said a project of Integrated Command and Control Centre was being developed
on the lines of Command and Control Centres of the London Metropolitan Police and Turkish
National Police. It also said 1,800 sites had been selected for initial installment of CCTV cameras
in Lahore.

The court was also told that the government was taking steps to modernise all police stations to
improve ‘thanaculture’. Justice Khan observed that everyone knew, as had been admitted in the
government’s report that the ‘thanaculture’ existed in its most brutal form in Punjab. He also
observed it was a ground reality that an ordinary citizen was afraid to enter a police station for
redressal of his grievances. However, he said, through the use of technology a ‘thana’ could be
better supervised. The judge directed the provincial government to endeavour to complete
installation of CCTV cameras at police stations in the entire province within six months. “These are
to be installed in such a way that areas such as the entrance, corridors, lock-ups and main
reception halls are covered at each of the police station with 24-hour surveillance each day, which
is to be recorded in sound and picture form at the police station and the district headquarters
levels,” the order said.

Justice Khan said the most important responsibility would of the inspector general (1G) of Punjab
Police, who must ensure that each camera was functioning at every police station and record was
National z
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maintained at least for three years, both at the police station and district headquarters. After
installation of the cameras, the inspector general would submit reports to the court on quarterly
basis giving details of every police station as to how many cameras were installed along with a site
map showing placement and confirmation that each camera was functional. The judge, however,
turned down the request of the petitioner regarding provision of ambulances and medical facilities
to his organisation as the petitioner was unable to refer any rule or regulation on the basis of which
a welfare organisation could claim such facilities from the government.

22 Afghans arrested SARGODHA: Police during its campaign against illegal Afghan immigrants across the city on
Daily Dawn, August 2, 2015 Saturday arrested 22 of them while seizing arms from their possession. Police arrested the
Afghans from Hujan village in the Kot Momin area, seizing nine guns, four Kalashnikovs and four
pistols besides a large quantity of rounds. Talking to this scribe, the locals said the campaign was
being carried out only against those Afghans who were not enjoying the blessings of the ruling
elite, otherwise, thousands of Afghans were living illegally and doing their businesses.

Pakistan, Turkey agree to ISLAMABAD: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif met in
P ALl o bl sl nee al 1M |slamabad Saturday and agreed to enhance counter-terrorism cooperation aimed at fighting the

cooperation
Daily Dawn, August 1, 2015

possible threat from militant group Islamic State and other such organisations. The two leaders
also discussed the enhancement of bilateral relations, besides global and international issues of
mutual interest. According to Radio Pakistan, PM Nawaz said there are vast opportunities to
expand trade ties between Pakistan and Turkey, and also expressed satisfaction over progress in
promoting defence ties between the two countries. Erdogan landed in Islamabad along with his
wife Saturday evening for a brief stopover on his way back from Indonesia. He was received by
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and Begum Kulsoom Nawaz at the Nur Khan base. Punjab Chief
Minister Shahbaz Sharif, federal ministers Ishag Dar and Khawaja Asif, Advisor on National
Security Sartaj Aziz and Special Assistant to the PM Tarig Fatemi were also present at the airport.

A contingent of Pakistan Air Force presented Erdogan with an honourary salute on his first visit to
Pakistan since assuming the office of Turkey's president. Recep Tayyip Erdogan had earlier visited
Lahore and Islamabad in December 2013 as the prime minister of the Republic of Turkey. Today's
meeting marks the seventh time Erdogan has visited Pakistan in the last decade, signifying
substantial growth and strengthening of relations under his government. PM Nawaz also hosted a
dinner in honour of the visiting dignitary. Turkey has very recently upped the momentum of its fight
against IS and Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) — two groups who are themselves bitterly opposed
— after a week of deadly violence in Turkey the authorities blamed on the organisations. The
recent raids against IS marked a major shift in policy towards the group by key Nato member
Turkey, which has faced severe criticism from its Western allies for not doing enough to combat
the jihadists.

The US and Turkey also recently agreed to work together to drive fighters of the self-styled Islamic
State from northern Syria with Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu saying its military could
“change the balance” in the region. The potentially game-changing accord between the US and
Turkey aims to "establish an ISIL-free zone and ensure greater security and stability along
Turkey’s border with Syria,” said a US official last week. Analysts and experts believe the upsurge
in Turkey's activity against IS is a consequence of the deadly suicide bombing in the town of Suruc
on the Syrian border, which killed at least 30 civilians.

Tightening security: QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Dr Abdul Malik Baloch said on Friday that the law and order
Makran seminaries to be situation in the province has been disturbed for a number of years. It was, however, heading
. towards improvement, he declared. “Coordination between civil administration and military
scrutinized O et e , k : -
The Express Tribune, August 1, |nst_|tut|ons is yleld_lng significant resul_ts, he add_ed. He expressed these views while presiding over
2015 ’ a high-level meeting that was organized to review the law and order situation of Makran region.
Progress of ongoing development schemes and review of proposed projects was also conducted.
CM Balochistan stressed upon restoration of trust of the masses upon law enforcement agencies
and reducing distances between security forces and the public. “The authorities concerned should
take on board the local notables while taking any action against law violators,” he emphasized. The
CM directed early dismantling of ineffective check posts of Levies Force and Police in Makran
Division. He also directed that the Levies Force personnel, who had not retaliated when a Levies
picket was attacked and set on fire in Nasirabad, should be suspended.

He also directed for submission of comprehensive report regarding missing persons of Makran
division at the earliest. The CM also decided that in order to secure the coastal highway it should
be declared an “A” area and all religious seminaries in Makran should be scrutinized. The
attendees agreed that strict action should be taken against all unregistered religious seminaries
and those involved in illegal activities. This action would be expanded to the entire province. It was
agreed in the meeting that once the Economic Corridor Project completes, it was important that
local and foreigner investors could travel and stay in Gwadar without fear. Besides ensuring timely
completion of Gwadar City Project, the delegates agreed on formation of the proposed new force
comprising 1,100 personnel. They added that support would be sought from the federal
government to materialize this Rs2 billion project. It was decided that stringent security measures
would be taken for the security of engineers and the labour force. Particular security measure
would be taken for Chinese engineers and staff working on Gwadar Port and other projects.
Commander Southern Command Lieutenant General Nasser Khan Janjua, Provincial Ministers Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, Rehmat Saleh Baloch and Chief Secretary Balochistan Saifullah Chatta attended
the meeting.

(TN Tl [To-T ) [T R (e W-14 XTI (-Bll  KARACHI: Around 1,000 police personnel, including 500 elite police commandos, will be deputed
security of Chinese to provide security to the Chinese nationals expected to visit Sindh for the Pak-China Economic

. . Corridor megaprojects. This was decided at a meeting chaired by the IGP Sindh, Ghulam Hyder
nationals worklng on Jamali. Rapid response force DIG Dr Amin Yusufzai, who was nominated as focal person for this
CPEC project, gave a presentation to the participants. He said that the Sindh IG had already ordered 500
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police commandos to be placed at his disposal for the security of the Chinese nationals in the
province. He also submitted a draft of the standard operating procedures (SOPs) for their security.

Jamali directed the immediate establishment of a dedicated provincial foreigners’ security cell at
the Central Police Office and district foreigners’ security cells in each district of Sindh, to ensure
security for the 1,600 Chinese nationals already working on 125 different projects in the province.
He directed the Sindh reserve police DIG to immediately place 500 more police personnel at
Yusufzai's disposal, which would raise the total strength to 1,000. It was decided to appoint at least
2,000 retired armed forces personnel on contract basis to make up for the manpower shortage, for
which a summary will be submitted to the government soon.

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif made it clear on Friday that any attempt
to obstruct or impede the progress of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) will be thwarted
at all costs. “CPEC would benefit the entire region and we hope that rest of the world views it
through the same lens,” said General Sharif. General Raheel Sharif was speaking at the 88th
anniversary of Peoples Liberation Army (PLA) held in Islamabad. He congratulated the PLA on the
occasion and termed relations between Pakistan and China as an all weather friendship which
would grow further in the times ahead. ‘I reiterate our firm resolve that your enemy is our enemy
and we will together to overcome the challenges presented,” remarked General Sharif. He also
termed the PLA as one of the most professional armies in the world and paid tribute to PLA’s
sacrifices while pursuing the dreams of the Chinese nation.

Earlier last week, Army Chief General Raheel Sharif said that the army was ready to pay any cost
for making CPEC a reality. Unrest has been a major source of concern for the project. The military
soon after the inauguration of the project during President Xi's visit had announced setting up a
10,000-strong special force for protecting the projects to be carried out under the CPEC and the
Chinese workers associated with them. The Chinese have been seriously following the security
situation in the province. Chinese Vice-Minister for Security Dong Haizhou visited Pakistan in June
for security-related briefings. During his visit to Balochistan, Gen Sharif said the overall security
situation in the province had noticeably improved.

KARACHI: A report outlining reasons behind cultivation of a culture of intolerance in madressahs
and phenomenal rise in their numbers, especially since Gen Ziaul Hag's military dictatorship, was
launched here on Thursday. Eminent historian Dr Mubarak Ali spoke on the contents of the report
through Skype from Lahore while two teachers from Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Institute of
Science and Technology (SZABIST) formed a panel to share their views on the report which was
launched at the office of the Now-communities. Titled ‘The Madrasa Conundrum — The state of
religious education in Pakistan’, the report was authored by Umair Khalil, lead researcher of the
non-governmental research organisation, HIVE. The panellists agreed that though the report did
not answer all questions about the issue but it did raise several questions, which needed to be
answered through further investigations and research. Dr Ali spoke about the history of
madressahs and said they were inherently sectarian in their nature from the outset. He saw
economic and social disparity as the root cause of the problem and called for a uniform
educational policy, which, according to him was the only panacea for settling the problem. Dr Riaz
Shaikh said the report showed that students of cadet colleges after the madressah students were
prone to intolerance, which was a result of the curriculum chosen to develop their mindset in
accordance with the aspirations of the ruling establishment. Dr Tayyaba Tamim said that
madressahs were nurturing a mindset which was inherently intolerant towards other sects and
faiths.

The report said the number of madressahs in the country had crossed 35,000 from fewer than 300
since the inception of Pakistan. However, she said, their numbers saw phenomenal rise after the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan during Gen Zia’s regime. “After 11 years of Zia's rule, the
madressah total ballooned to 2,801 with Deobandis accounting for 64 per cent of the total and the
Barelvis only 25pc,” said the report. It said after the downfall of the Zia regime, the state continued
to have an interest in supporting a particular religious group to play a role in the ongoing proxy war
with India for Kashmir. The increase in the number of madressahs between 1988 and 2002
showed a significant rise in Deobandi seminaries, which increased from 1,779 to 7,000. The
Barelvi seminaries rose from 717 to 1,585, Ahle Hadith from 161 to 376, Shia from 47 to 419 and
Jamaat-i-Islami’s seminaries from 97 to 500. The total madressahs in 1988 were 2,801, which shot
up to 9,880 in 2002. The report refers to various sources about the number of students enrolled
with the madressahs. One report claims that some 3.5 million students were enrolled with 35,337
madressahs in Pakistan while another quotes the Auqaf authorities as saying the number of
students was 26,131.

Conflicting official figures put the number of madressahs in Punjab at between 14,000 and 16,000.
Similarly, the ministry of religious affairs says there are 7,118 madressahs in Sindh, while the
provincial Auqgaf department puts their number at a modest 2,800. In Balochistan, the number
ranges between 2,704 and a whopping 13,000 while in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa the official figures are
between 1,354 and 3,136. The report also discusses some surveys conducted by researchers.
One such survey published in a book by C. Christine Fair claims madressahs are not the most
prominent recruitment venue for militancy; indeed fewer than a quarter of the militants (33 of 141)
ever attended theological schools. Of those 33 madressah products, 27 attended a madressah for
four or fewer years, and most also attended public schools. In contrast, the remaining 82 were well
educated by Pakistani standards, with at least a matriculation qualification. Only nine of the 141
had no formal education. The militants in that sample were better educated than the average
Pakistani male. Another survey by Tarig Rahman says the madressah students were the most
intolerant of all the other student groups in Pakistan.

The survey asked the same set of questions from diverse groups that included students of
madressahs, Urdu-medium schools, English-medium schools, cadet colleges and public schools,
government colleges, public universities and private universities. The primary finding of the survey
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was that madressah students were more likely to back war and militant conflict and less inclined to
support equal rights for members of the oppressed groups than their counterparts in secular
schools. The report also discussed the issues of economic integration of madressah students,
registration, regulations and reforms and gave some recommendations.

43pc decrease in target ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior Ministry Chaudhry Nisar in a detailed briefing to the National
killing after Karachi Assembly (NA) on Thursday said that the ongoing operation in Karachi against crime and terrorism

operation: Nisar
Daily Dawn, July 30, 2015

has resulted in a 43 per cent decrease in target killing, 37pc decrease in incidents of murder, and a
6.7pc decrease in incidents of terrorism, DawnNews reported. Nisar said that along with 713
terrorists, 58,603 suspects have been arrested during the operation so far. Of this number, at least
731 were suspected of murder, while 517 were suspected of involvement in extortion cases. The
Interior Minister told the NA that 14,253 arms were recovered, and that the number of fugitives
increased by 9.4pc during the operation. He said that there had been a significant decrease in
crime following the Karachi operation.

Training for security forces

The Interior Minister emphasised the need for security agencies to provide security training to their
employees, and urged them to conduct a security clearance of all their employees. He said training
— including weapons training — should be provided at least once a year. "Police, civil armed forces
are ready to provide training free of cost." The federal interior minister also spoke of the need to
compensate employees of security agencies fairly. "Security is a very important problem for
Pakistan, and clients spending so much money should be provided with good service," he said.
Nisar also highlighted the need to implement policies that allowed security agencies and civilians
to "supplement and complement" each other. He said that there should be standardisation among
policies followed by the provincial and federal government regarding policies concerning non-
governmental organisations (NGOs), arms, and security agencies. The Interior Minister also said
his department was working on new policies concerning the Exit Control List, arms licenses,
security agencies and the visa policy.

Rehabilitation of beggars

The Interior Minister said that beggars found stealing are caught 'respectfully’ by police. "We
determine if they are needy. If it is the case, we hand them over to NGOs." "We give these people
a first warning, after which they are detained in a police station, and then they are sent to jail. We
also try to determine who backs them, we have also taken action against them." "We want to
create a policy in all cities — for all those who are needy, there should be arrangements for food
and shelter, which can be done easily through collaboration with NGOs.

Background: Karachi operation

The ‘operation’ against criminal elements in Pakistan’'s commercial hub was initiated back in
September 2013 after the federal cabinet empowered Rangers to lead a targeted advance with the
support of police against criminals already identified by federal military and civilian agencies for
their alleged involvement in targeted killings, kidnappings for ransom, extortion and terrorism in
Karachi. When Rangers raided Muttahida Qaumi Movement’'s (MQM) headquarters in March 2015,
the party alleged the operation had taken on a political colour. But Rangers claimed it had
conducted the raid on a tip off that said wanted persons were present at Nine Zero— the party’s
headquarters. Since then, Rangers DG Maj Gen Bilal Akbar and army chief Gen Raheel have
insisted that the operation is not targeted at a particular political party and will meet its logical end.

A high-level apex committee meeting chaired by the Chief of Army Staff Gen Raheel Sharif on May
14, 2015 decided to implement effective policing and surveillance in the "vast suburbs of Karachi",
to prevent what the military spokesperson said were "sneaking terrorist attacks". At the meeting,
Gen Sharif vowed to continue "across the board operations" at an increased pace and hunt down
terrorists who commit heinous acts. Military spokesman Asim Bajwa announced that the meeting
had assessed ongoing operations against terrorists, and touched upon directing intelligence
agencies to assist in the "exploitation of existing leads" in all operations.

Anti-terror efforts: Punjab ISLAMABAD: The Punjab government has submitted a comprehensive report on action taken
monitoring all banned under the National Action Plan (NAP) on terrorism. The province has intensified crackdowns
outfits against banned outfits, especially focusing on cutting of their sources of funding. Additional
The Express Tribune, July 30, 2015 Advocate General Razzag A Mirza submitted the report on behalf of the Punjab chief secretary

s JUly 5L, before the two-judge bench of the apex court, headed by Justice Jawwad S Khawaja in the suo
motu case regarding non-implementation of NAP in the country. The government has assured the
Supreme Court that all federal and provincial intelligence agencies have been asked to keep a
proactive watch on the funding of proscribed organisations and welfare institutions. The report
states the Counterterrorism Department (CTD) is monitoring proscribed organisations and
hardcore elements, including those coming under the fourth schedule of the Anti-Terrorism Act
(ATA) of 1997, and their facilitators.

Cases have been registered against many banned outfits on account of illegally collecting funds.
The suspects involved have been arrested and investigation is under way. Receipt books and
militant literature have also been seized. The report claims that the CTD has arrested a gang of 12
people who were collecting funds for Jaish-e- Muhammad. All divisional commissioners and
regional police officers have been directed not to allow proscribed as well as dubious organisations
to collect charity through any means. Since January 1, 48 cases have been registered on account
of terrorism financing and 73 accused have been arrested. Courts have announced convictions in
four cases while trials are underway in 28 more cases. For the regulation of 13,782 seminaries in
the province, the government has proposed their registration under a uniform legal framework that
may be in line with the Punjab Private Education Institutions Ordinance, 1984. The report admits
the presence of 6,479 unregistered seminaries in Punjab.

The government has also expressed its resolve to not allow any banned organisation to collect
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hides of sacrificial animals on Eidul Azha. About the illegal transfer of money abroad, the report
states the authorities have recovered about Rs56.611 million from the accused. Regarding the
registration of nongovernmental organisations, it states around 47,403 registered NGOs are
working in the province. The province will initiate the process for deregistration of 3,309
dysfunctional not-for-profit firms. No more NGOs shall be registered until the antecedents of the
people forming the body, its objectives and its source of funding are cleared.

FAISALABAD: Police have taken into custody 223 suspects during a search operation in the
district. According to a police spokesman, the search was conducted in the wake of the Tuesday’s
incident in People’s Colony here in which constable Haseeb was killed and three other cops —
Zeeshan, Mustafa and Shoaib — were seriously wounded when four terrorists had opened fire on a
mobile team. He said when police exchanged fire, an unidentified terrorist was killed and three
others managed their escape. After the incident, Faisalabad police conducted a search operation
in four districts of the region and took 223 suspects into custody who were being interrogated by
police teams. The spokesman said raids were being conducted to apprehend the fleeing terrorists.

WEB DESK: In a series of tweets, Director General Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) Asim
Bajwa quoted the army chief saying terrorism is a “war of survival for Pakistan” while it remains a
“conflict for the rest of the world.” Determined to defeat terrorism, Asim Bajwa, quoting the army
chief, said that Pakistan’s enemies are stoking terror to destabalise the country. The tweets come
a day after General Sharif was presented the Guard of Honour by Italy’s military at their
headquarters. General Sharif is currently on a three-day official visit to Italy where he met his
Italian counterpart and discussed military relations, defence cooperation and training. The army
chief highlighted Pakistan’s perspective on international security at the Centre of Internation Study
in Rome which was widely accepted and appreciated by the audience comprising senators and
members of the intelligence.

Another tweet added that the international community acknowledges Pakistan for its efforts to
eradicate terrorism. With regard to relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan, the army chief
described the relationship as “uniquely inseparable”. Commenting on the ongoing Operation Zarb-
e-Azb, he said that it is a “comprehensive concept against terrorism and would ensure that
Pakistan would be freed from terror.” Further, he assured that progress was made in several
operations across the country. He also added that the operation would ensure peace in Pakistan
and in regions beyond, adding that terrorists would not be able to re-establish strongholds in the
region.

MUZAFFARGARH: Chief of the banned Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) Maliq Ishaq along with 13
militants were killed in Muzaffargarh on Wednesday during a shootout after gunmen attacked a
police convoy and freed him as he was being moved, police said. According to initial information,
Led chief Malik Ishaqg along with his two sons were being taken by counter terrorism department
(CTD) officials to a town of Muzaffargarh where they had seized an arms cache to identify men
they had detained on suspicion of being members of Ishaqg’s group. As the police convoy returned
in the early hours of Wednesday, a group of men on motorcycles ambushed them near Shahwala
Jungle in a bid to release Ishaq. Fourteen suspected militants, including the LeJ chief, were killed
in the ensuing gun battle. Ishag’s two sons, Usman and Hag Nawaz, Ghulam Rasool of the LeJ
and his two sons were also killed. Further, CTD Punjab said six members of the anti-terrorism
force (ATF) were also injured in the encounter.

“Twelve to 15 terrorists attacked the police party... freed the accused and fled away on
motorcycles,” a police spokesperson, Nabila Ghazanfar, quoted a policemen in the area as saying
in a message. Police further along the road attacked the gunmen as they were fleeing, killing
Ishaq, his two sons, and 11 others, Ghazanfar cited the policemen as saying in his message.
Ishag’s postmortem is currently underway at District Headquarters Hospital, Muzaffargarh. The
bodies of the dead and the injured officials were shifted to the District Headquarters (DHQ)
Hospital in Muzaffargarh. All gates of the hospital were sealed soon after. “Ten of the 14 militants
killed in the encounter belonged to al Qaeda,” a CTD spokesperson told Express News. Further,
he said they are seeking NADRA's help in identifying the deceased. Ishaq was on a US list of
global terrorists and the group he founded has claimed responsibility for the deaths of hundreds of
civilians. He has faced several murder trials but always been acquitted after witnesses refused to
testify against him. He was arrested again on Saturday, under a Maintenance of Public Order act,
along with his two sons.

Ishaq’s supporters protest in Rahim Yar Khan

Soon after news of the LedJ chief's death broke, his followers took to the streets of Rahim Yar Khan
and attacked police vans. A demonstration is also reportedly taking place outside Ishaq’s Rahim
Yar Khan residence. Further, reports suggest demonstrations are also gathering momentum in
Dera Ghazi Khan and Bahwalpur. In the wake of this, Punjab police has increased security across
the province. Further, all processions and gatherings of the Shia community have been requested
to be minimised or temporarily suspended for security reasons.

KARACHI: For effective crime fighting, timing is crucial. The Sindh Police finally seems to have
realised this tactic and have decided to team up with cellular service providers who would assist
them in acquiring valuable information through technical solutions such as geo-fencing and call
data records. A coordination meeting with the director of Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA), Ashfag Musavi, and cellular service providers was held at the Central Police Office on
Tuesday. The meeting was presided over by Sindh IGP Ghulam Hyder Jamali and was attended
by the headquarters DIG Abdul Aleem Jaffery, the police chiefs of Special Branch, Karachi and the
Counter-Terrorism Department and other senior officials. On the other hand, representatives of
Mobilink, Ufone, Telenor, Warid and Zong were also in attendance.

“The officials discussed in detail the timely acquisition of required information such as geo-fencing,
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call data record and data collection,” said the Sindh police spokesperson. “It was decided to
appoint focal persons for all the units of Sindh Police to remove bottlenecks and ensure the
smooth flow of information for timely action against terrorists and criminals.” A list of focal persons
for each unit of the police department will be finalised and communicated to the PTA within 24
hours, said the spokesperson. “It is imperative to have immediate GSM location of high-valued
moving targets to ensure timely police action,” said CTD DIG Arif Hanif.

LD A TV TG YA ET-Te ll  KARACHI: An anti-terrorism court (ATC) declared on Tuesday the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
proclaimed offenders in (TTP) chief, former spokesperson and other members proclaimed offenders for plotting and
SSU bus attack case executing a bomb attack on a bus carrying Special Security Unit personnel. Three commandos
were killed and 19 were injured as a motorcycle-borne bomb exploded near their bus on National
Highway, minutes after they left Razzakabad police training centre in Malir for performing duty at
SSU headquarters near Hassan Square, late in March this year. Shortly after the incident, the
responsibility of the attack was claimed by the banned TTP in a statement. Since then, the police
have yet to make any headway in the investigation of the case by making any arrests, except for
implicating TTP chief Fazlullah, the then spokesperson Shahidullah Shahid, who has was
reportedly killed in a United States’ drone strike in Afghanistan’s Nangarhar province and eight
others, including a key militant commander, Khalid Umer Khorasani.

The Express Tribune, July 29, 2015

During a previous hearing, the court had sought a report from the investigation officer of the case,
DSP Fakhrul Islam, regarding the attachment of the properties of the fugitive militants, with
directions to initiate the process of proclamation against them. The report was submitted to the
court but failed to bring on record any property owned by the absconders. However, it confirmed
that two prime suspects, Fazlullah and Shahid, lived in a slum area of Sohrab Goth but left long
ago. The ATC-I judge, Bashir Ahmed Khoso, after taking cognisance of the report, declared the
absconding suspects as proclaimed offenders. This is the second time in seven months that
Fazlullah and Shahid have been declared proclaimed offenders by the same court, following their
trial in absentia in the Karachi airport attack case. The SSU bus attack case has now been made
dormant until the arrest of any of the involved suspects. Its FIR was registered on the complaint of
a police constable injured in the attack under sections 302 (murder), 324 (attempt to murder), 427
(causing damage), 109 (abetting crime) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code,
and sections 3 (causing explosion likely to endanger life and property) and 4 (attempting to cause
explosion) of the Explosives Substances Act, read with section 7 of the Anti-Terrorism Act.

Pakistan receives fresh KARACHI: Pakistan on Tuesday received some $336 million from the United States for its ongoing
CSF tranche of $336m role in combating a Taliban insurgency in neighbouring Afghanistan. The injection of cash, which
The Express Tribune, July 28, 2015 [RSSUESS] the Taliban steps up its annual summer offensive launched in late April, has helped
Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves reach a fresh high of about $19 billion, state bank officials
said. Regular payments to Pakistan under the Coalition Support Fund (CSF) programme began in
2001 when Pakistan joined the US-led coalition in Afghanistan as a “frontline ally”. Pakistan
provides use of its air bases and other facilities in exchange for the reimbursements. The State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) in a one-line press note said it had received a total of $336.8 million under
the CSF programme, which is the first tranche of a $1.5 billion for the current fiscal year ending
June 2016. Pakistan has received a total of $13 billion in CSF payments since the programme
began. US-led NATO forces ended their combat mission in Afghanistan in December, leaving local
forces to battle militants alone, but a 13,000-strong residual force remains for training and counter-
terrorism operations. The Afghan government meanwhile conducted its first face-to-face talks with
Taliban cadres on July 7 in a Pakistani hill station, aimed at ending the 14-year insurgency. But
despite the willingness to engage in talks there has been no let-up in militant attacks, which are
taking a heavy toll on civilians. Almost 1,000 civilians were killed in the conflict during the first four
months of this year, a sharp jump from the same period last year, according to the United Nations.

Army chief's visit: Italy WEB DESK: Italy on Monday commended the army for its positive role in ensuring regional peace
commends Pakistan and security. According to Director General ISPR Major-General Asim Bajwa, COAS General

' . Raheel Sharif is on a three-day official visit to Italy, where he met with Italy’s foreign minister and
army's role f?r reglonal visited Air Defence headquarters. A number of meetings with Italy’s political and military leadership
peace, security have been lined up for the bilateral visit. Bajwa said that during the meeting with Italian foreign
LUENSYIICESR VANV AV minister, detailed discussions on regional security were held. Bajwa added that the Italian minister
lauded the army’s positive role for regional peace and stability. During his tour, the army chief also
visited ltaly’s Defence and Security Industrial group for exploring wider defence collaboration.
While visiting the Air Defence headquarters, Gen Raheel was briefed on weapon systems,
doctrine, and training regimens.

Three killed as police QUETTA: At least three people, including two policemen, were killed on Monday during an attack
convoy comes under on Sariyab Superintendent of Police Zahoor Ahmed Afridi’s convoy at Sabazal Road in Quetta.
attack in Quetta “SP Sariyab was on his way to a hospital when armed men opened fire on his vehicle,” a police
The Express Tribune, July 27, 2015 spokesperson told The Express Tribune. “Two policemen were killed as a result of the attack,

’ ’ however, the SP miraculously escaped the attack,” he added. The spokesperson further said one
of the attackers was killed and another injured in retaliatory fire by security forces, while others
managed to flee. Meanwhile, police and Frontier Corps (FC) cordoned off the area and started a
search operation. Earlier this month, seven security officials were killed in two separate incidents in
Balochistan and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. In the first incident, unidentified men had attacked a check
post in Dukki area of Loralai district in Balochistan, gunning down five personnel of Frontier Corps
(FC). In the second incident, unidentified armed men had opened fire on a police mobile, killing two
police officials and injuring another in Chamkani area of Peshawar. On retaliation by the police,
one of the attackers was killed while the others fled.
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DETAILS

KARACHI: Traders are at odds over observing a shutter-down strike on Saturday against the
withholding tax imposed on banking transactions by non-tax filers.A faction of traders have dismissed
Saturday’s strike and called for one to be held on August 5.Some traders in Karachi were observing a
strike Saturday while others have announced that they will observe one on August 5.Traders of
Quetta, Rawalpindi have announced that they will also observe a strike on August 5.Over in Lahore
traders were observing a strike on Saturday and shops in major markets are closed.Several cities
across the country are observing a shutter-down strike Saturday. These include Peshawar,
Nowshera, Hangu and Dera Ismail Khan in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. In Punjab the strike was observed
in Sargodha, Faisalabad, Mianwali and other cities.In Sindh the cities traders have kept businesses
shut were Sanghar, Nawabshah and others.

CHITRAL: A spokesman for Health Department clarified a news item appearing in a section of press
regarding outbreaks of diseases in Chitral, saying outbreak of Gastroenteritis in village Shoghur and
Bamburet is a regular phenomenon which was tackled effectively by the authorities and as such no
loss of life have been reported so far.He said in the wake of emergency situation in Chitral due to
floods, Department of Health Khyber Pakhtunkhwa responded immediately and took a number of
steps to effectively mitigate the potential health threats related to flood emergency, he added. The
spokesman said that emergency was declared and all holidays of health staff was cancelled during
Eid Days and thereafter, emergency Control Room (ECR) operationalised in DHO office Chitral.
Regular availability of emergency medicine stock along with ambulance ensured by DHO office and
all Incharges of Health Facilities directed to submit daily situation report to the DHO. He said
Department of Health is in the process of repositioning the contingency stocks to Chitral which were
placed in other districts and which are not flood affected at the moment and are least likely to be
affected. Similarly Department of Health has requested UNICEF to provide ORS, Aqua tabs and
tents for temporary health facilities. Free medical camps he added will be held in the catchment of
the non-functional health facilities, provided access is possible.He said best practices are being
adopted such as strengthening of preventive programs such as LHW program and Malaria control
program, particularly LHW program, which is considered best in Chitral amongst the districts, which
can be extremely useful in this emergency situation. - APP

LAHORE (Web Desk) — Manbir Kaur, 15, has become the first girl from the minority Sikh community
to top the matriculation exam in the country. The daughter of Giani Prem Singh, the head granthi at
Gurdwara Sri Nankana Sahib, Manbir scored 1035 marks out of 1100 to emerge topper. She is a
student of Shri Guru Nanak Devji High School at Nankana Sahib. Ever since the result was
announced this Thursday, Manbir Kaur has been receiving congratulatory messages from people of
all communities in Pakistan. Her achievement is no mean feat in a country where Sikhs comprise
only 1% of the population. Manbir's proud father said she had achieved what even boys of the
community could not. “I think Manbir's hard work has paid off. She has always been a diligent
student. Besides, God has been very kind,” Giani Prem Singh told Hindustan Times over phone from
Nankana Sahib.

He said Manbir was on a vacation with her mother and aunt “to enjoy the success she deserves”.
She has taken admission in a pre-medical course at the Punjab Group of Colleges in Lahore. “Manbir
wants to become a doctor,” he said. The head granthi said that Manbir, an Amritdhari (baptised) Sikh,
performs ‘kirtan sewa (sings hymns)’ at Gurdwara Nankana Sahib along with other jathas (groups).
Asked about the concern over education among girls in Pakistan, Giani Prem Singh said, “I think
women should be treated no differently from men as they have as much a right to pursue their
dreams. If they can run homes so efficiently, why shouldn’t they be allowed to conquer the world
outside?” He said about 200 Sikh families staying in Nankana Sahib were doing their bit to
encourage their daughters to give in their best. “Manbir’'s cousins have also done well in the Class 10
exams,” he added. Meanwhile, in order to recognise Manbir's effort and inspire the community’s
youth to excel, the Sikh Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee honoured her with a siropa (robe of
honour) after the result was announced. According to the 2010 census, there are only 15,000 Sikhs
in Pakistan. Manbir’s feat comes as a ray of hope and inspiration for girls of the community fighting
social prejudice to gain education and eventually become economically independent.

KARACHI: A young resident of the city’s Mauripur neighbourhood became the newest victim of
Naegleria fowleri, also known as ‘brain-eating’ amoeba, bringing the death toll of victims to 12 in
Sindh so far this year, officials said on Thursday.He was the fourth victim of the lethal germ died this
month.The provincial health authorities said a 25-year-old man from Mauripur succumbed to
Naegleria fowleri, that causes primary amoebic meningoencephalitis (PAM).The patient was admitted
in a ‘serious’ condition to a private hospital on Sunday, where he died on Wednesday. The report of
the death was sent to the health officials on Thursday.“The patient was admitted with fever,
headache and vertigo to an ICU of the hospital where he died on Wednesday,” said Dr Zafar Mehdi,
who heads the health department committee on Naegleria.He said the victim was taken to the private
hospital when his condition deteriorated.He was the tenth victim of the deadly disease hailing from
Karachi. Two other people who died in hospitals of Karachi were brought from Umerkot and
Thatta.The deadly disease killed 14 people last year.The appalling rise in the frequency of deaths
because of the fatal infection has exposed authorities’ claims of taking adequate measures to curb
the horrors of the germ, which killed 34 people in the last three years.

The dangerous amoeba, which survives on bacteria in warm waters and enters into human brain
through nasal cavity and eats up its tissues, could only be decimated through proper chlorination or
boiling of water.Constituted by the government in May, a focal group collected samples of water and
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results showed more than half of the city was supplied with water chlorinated much less than the
desired levels. Even the teams found no chlorination at all at more than 90pc of the pumping houses
of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) risking the lives of millions in the metropolis.The
authorities’ claim for investing heavily on public awareness campaign vis-a-vis Naegleria has failed to
impress anyone as the pamphlets might have changed hands in public places but none of them has
been found pasted inside hospitals or inside the ablution places or outside the mosques where
people could contract the disease during rinsing their noses with unsafe and poorly chlorinated
water.The officials earlier said the germ could potentially approach the victim’s brain through nasal
cavity during ablution at home or in mosques where water supplies were not safely chlorinated or
boiled.Primary amoebic meningoencephalitis is defined in medical literature as a rare but typically
fatal infection caused by Naegleria fowleri, an amoeba found in rivers, lakes, springs, drinking water
networks and poorly chlorinated swimming pools.The illness attacks a healthy person, three to seven
days after exposure to contaminated water with symptoms of headache and slight fever, in some
cases associated with sore throat and rhinitis (commonly called stuffy nose).

PESHAWAR: Google announced Wednesday it was adding 20 new languages for its mobile
translation application that reads text and instantly converts to another tongue.The smartphone app
now can read 27 languages and instantly convert the text without an Internet connection, the tech
giant said.Google also said it was making voice translation "faster and smoother" in the Translate
app, which can interpret street signs, ingredient lists, instruction manuals and other texts.The real-
time text translation began with seven languages -- English, French, German, ltalian, Portuguese,
Russian and Spanish.The new ones added are Bulgarian, Catalan, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch,
Filipino, Finnish, Hungarian, Indonesian, Lithuanian, Norwegian, Polish, Romanian, Slovak, Swedish,
Turkish and Ukrainian.Additionally, one-way translations are available from English to Hindi and
Thai.Google's picture mode translation, which requires a snapshot of text, can operate in 37
languages.The California group said the new features come from extensive research to develop so-
called "convolutional neural networks," or using artificial intelligence to recognize letters and words
and filter out backgrounds."We've still got lots of work to do," said product leader Barak Turovsky. -
AFP

KARACHI: The Karachi Electric (KE) said on Thursday it was wrong to suggest that it had been
purchasing electricity at subsidised rates. In a statement aimed at countering what it called wrong
claims made by officials of the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) and ministry of
water and power at meeting of a parliamentary committee held on Wednesday, the KE said the rate
being charged by the National Transmission and Despatch Company (NTDC) was subject to a
decision taken by the Economic Coordination Committee in 2008 which read: “It was inter-alia
agreed, in principle, that KESC be treated at par with the Discos for tariff purposes which shall be
applicable with prospective effect as per rules.” The KE said the ECC had taken the decision after
noting that Karachi was being discriminated against as it was being sold electricity at higher rates
when compared to those of other Discos. The decision eliminated disparity and brought Karachi at
par with the other Discos.

According to the KE statement, there is a uniform tariff regime for the country. The tariff being
charged by KE is determined entirely by Nepra after a scrutiny of the data pertaining to its power
generation and other relevant activities. The statement said that at no point had KE received any
discount from the NTDC. Regarding the claim that the price at which natural gas was being supplied
to the KE would lead to bankruptcy of the Sui Southern Gas Company, the statement said the utility
was being charged the same tariff which was applicable to the power sector. This tariff is the “third
highest as determined by the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority”. “Making unsubstantiated claims was
akin to deliberate defamation of KE’s operational integrity,” it said. The statement added that contrary
to claims made at the meeting that the utility was refusing to “come to the negotiating table” the KE
had been holding meetings with the government officials.

LAHORE — LPG Association of Pakistan has urged upon the Federal Petroleum Minister Shahid
Khagan Abbasi to look into and ensure complete transparency in the re-allocation of LPG quota’s by
Pak-Arab Refinery Company (PARCO), saying that all allocations should be made through open
tender systems. Chairman LPG Association of Pakistan Farooq Iftikhar said that all marketing
companies approved by OGRA should be given an equal opportunities to participate in the PARCO
bids for LPG. He said that at present, PARCO is producing 450 to 500 MT of LPG per day which was
allocated to 16 marketing companies only. He said that allocation agreements has since expired but
instead of calling open tenders, PARCO management is trying to strike a deal quietly in the next
couple of days. Farooq lIftikhar said that there are 94marketing companies working across the
country but PARCO is re-allocating LPG to only 16 Marketing companies through negotiations. He
said that all marketing companies should be provided a level playing field through open tender
system as due to the present policy of PARCO’s management, majority of the marketing
companies are left with no choice but to sell imported LPG.

LARKANA/Thatta: Over 30 ghost schools have been re-opened in Mirpur Sakro, these schools had
been closed over 3-5 years due to unavailability of teachers, sources told re-established due to joint
efforts of District Education Department and community. The local NGO Alif Ailaan education
campaign along with partners’ organization, Sindh Radiant Organization (SRO) and National Rural
Support Programme (NRSP), community participation efforts and local MPA Syed Amir Haider
Sherazi in Thatta sources disclosed. According to Irfan Samo of SRO, there were over 150 non-
functioning schools across the district, many of which were closed due to a combination of
administrative and social neglect. He said that getting them reopened and working again was a
question of convincing the local communities to raise the issue officially, and giving them an
opportunity to engage with department officials and political leadership on the matter. In a seminar
organized in Mirpur Sakro by Alif Ailaan and SRO in April, parents and local communities had gotten
a chance to interact with MPA Amir Sherazi, Tehsil Education Officers Basharat and Noor Sahi and
other Education officials to discuss problems of schooling in their neighborhoods. Community
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members had identified multiple issues with local education during the seminar, including teacher
absenteeism and non-availability of facilities, following which Shirazi and the concerned officials
promised to take action. In the weeks following the seminar, government officials identified over 30
ghost schools and took measures to functioning them.

According to education department sources, the schools were re-opened by transferring teachers
from other schools where they were posted in surplus. They said that the transfers were made within
the same geographical cluster of schools in order to minimize transportation distance for teachers.
He said that improving the capacity of the department for monitoring schools was very
important. Commenting on the matter, Irfan Samo from SRO said that it was critical that communities
were provided with the facts about their education system and given an opportunity to interact with
government officials who are responsible for providing education. He said such kinds of discussions
between communities and politicians on education would help raise the political importance of
education and encourage more action from both parents and political leadership to improve the
availability quality of education in their communities. Khalid Jarwar of NRSP said that it was
important that there was a regular process of engagement and review of progress between
communities and political leadership regarding the state of the education system. It was only through
the involvement of parents in local communities that the quality of schools could be effectively
monitored, he said, adding that a permanent forum for such interactions should be created at the
sub-district level.

Health dept fears PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Health Department has asked for immediate assistance
outbreak of diseases in from the UN agencies and donor organisations to provide timely treatment to the flood-stricken
people in Chitral.According to the health officials, the government has announced Rs14.26 million for
the healthcare of the flood-affected population, but the health department was yet to receive the
amount due to which the people risked outbreak of diseases in Chitral.“We fear epidemics of
gastroenteritis, diarrhoea, malaria, typhoid, dengue fever, scabies and other diseases in Chitral
where we face problems to reach the stranded population and give them treatment facilities,” said
senior health officials.They said that they had been waiting for the release of Rs14 million pledged by
the government to provide healthcare facilities to the people on immediate basis. “We need four
electricity generators to maintain cold chain of vaccines because over 50 cases of measles have
been recorded from the affected areas,” they said. The officials said that during the past four days
doctors had examined about 5,000 patients in the flood-hit villages, but there were no arrangements
to register diseases’ outbreak and put brakes on epidemics.The World Health Organisation had
pledged two vehicles for the health staff in Chitral to reach the affected population there as so far the
people in the inaccessible areas were without treatment facilities. The officials said that they had held
meetings with the UN agencies, who had been requested to provide urgent assistance, especially
lady doctors to help the female patients. “There are only two lady doctors who are not enough to
reach the patients,” they said.The officials said that they had been facing a big challenge to transport
medicines to the areas where people required urgent medication, especially to protect them against
water-borne ailments.The WHO is establishing a surveillance system to monitor the quantum of
diseases and take measures in case of any disease outbreak, they said, adding that the world health
agency had also supplied medicines for the people harmed by severe floods.

flood-hit areas
Daily Dawn,July 30,2015

The disease early warning system is being activated in Chitral under which the health department will
get updates regarding diseases on daily basis, they said.Sources said that the government had
planned a strategy for the 11 high-risk districts, including Chitral, but the situation on ground was not
up to the mark because of lack of coordination among the government departments. They said that
the people required drinking water and essential medicines to protect them against the water-borne
diseases. However, accessibility to the affected population remains the main problem in the area,
they said.The sources said that health authorities had been communicating with the department
through mobile phone messaging, but the main hurdle was the lack of money to accelerate the
healthcare activities in the area.“We have decided to establish 10 camp hospitals in Chitral and
provide health facilities to the people, but we desperately need vehicles to ensure speedy mobility of
staff,” they said.However, the officials said that at present they didn’t know exactly about the health
problems and the number of health facilities washed away by floods in Chitral.Director general health
Dr Pervez Kamal told Dawn that they had established a rapid response unit in Chitral which was in
contact with the government regarding health problems there. “There is no immediate threat of any
disease outbreak there,” he said.District health officer, Chitral, Dr Israr said that they had provided a
big quantity of medicines to the patients, but now they were about to run out of stock. “We have been
supplying medicines to the stranded people through helicopters,” he said.

VETCT R lela =T [N W IU] ][I ISLAMABAD: The shortage of water at public toilets constructed by Capital Development Authority
toilets irks people (CDA) at various public points has become a routine matter resulting in irking the
Daily Dawn, July 30,2015 masses.Appreciating the civic body for constructing public toilets at markets and recreational points,
Amir Shah, a visitor at Fatima Jinnah Park, proposed that these toilets should be outsourced to
private sector for properly management and better services to the users.

Talking to APP, he said that Fatima Jinnah Park is one of the most beautiful and largest parks of the
country adding a large number of people visit it on regular basis.Amir Shah pointed out "there are
four gates of this park leading to different sectors of the federal capital and near to these gates, the
authority has constructed public toilets but it is sorry to say that in all of these toilets, only F-10 gate
toilets are having water facility".He said that rest of the toilets are in shabby conditions which are in
dire need of renovation.Mohsin Raza, a banker by profession said that he is a regular trekker to Trail-
3 since last 12 years but he has not seen a drop of water in the toilet constructed at the trail on
Margalla Hills.If the authority cannot make them functional for the convenience of general public why
it has misused the funds of the government, he raised the question.Shabana Tunio, a visitor to Trail-
5, complained that the toilets built by Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC) besides its
office at the trail are always closed at the evening.She urged the authority concerned to open these
toilets for the public in the evening time so that the visitors could be benefitted.Rashid Ahmed, a
bystander at Peshawar Mor Market local transport stop G-9/4, said that the public toilets are in
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functioning conditions which are facilitating a number of people on daily basis.He said that the
caretakers of these toilets receive Rs.5 from the each user as service charges. - APP

PESHAWAR: On the directives of Chief Minister, Pervez Khattak, district administration Peshawar
Wednesday started demolition of 24 illegally constructed houses and a CNG station that were
creating hurdles in the flow of water in Budhni Nullah.According to details, the team of district
administration headed by Deputy Commissioner (D.C) Peshawar, Riaz Khan Mehsud and comprised
of Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Osama Ahmad Warraich, Assistant Commissioner (A.C)
Mumtaz Ahmad and heavy contingent of police and levies reached the spot for the demolition of the
illegal houses and CNG station on the bank of Budhni Nullah, but the people voluntarily started
demolition of their houses. However, he expressed dismay over the slow process of demolition and
directed the use of heavy machinery.Talking to media on the occasion, the Deputy Commissioner
directed the removal of the debris of all demolished houses and CNG station within a period of 48
hours, which he said would be followed by a Rs 780 million project of restoration of the nullah in its
original shape, its cleanliness and construction of 16 feet high protection wall on its both sides to
protect the people from the devastation of the nullah in monsoon season of the next year and
resolved the problem for ever. - APP

PESHAWAR: Secretary Tourism, Culture and Archaeology, Azam Khan has directed for immediate
repair and rehabilitation of Nishtar Hall and start of construction work on craft village in the hall saying
that delays would not be tolerated at any cost.He was visiting the city's only cultural hall alongwith
other senior officials of Directorate of Culture. The secretary checked different portions of the hall and
issued orders for the complete rehabilitation and repair of the hall.Director Culture Mehmood Khan,
Deputy Director Ajmal Khan, Cultural Department Consultant Arshad Hussain and Naeem Safi along
with other senior officials of the directorate were also present on the occasion. Earlier, the secretary
was briefed about construction of the craft village in Nishtar Hall and other repair and renovation work
that would cost Rs.80 million to the kitty. - APP

BEIJING: China has built the world's largest single solar photovoltaic power plant in Bahawalpur,
which is in the Punjab province of Pakistan, according to the state media in Beijing. The local media
is also showing it as an early sign of its Silk Road program, Chinese media reported on Thursday.
Called the Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park, it is a 229-hectare facility in the Cholistan desert named after
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. Out of proposed 1000 MW, 100-megawatt plant has been established at a
cost of $215 million in a short period of three months, China Daily said. The China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor, where it has been built, is a showcase example for Beijing to demonstrate the
efficacy of the Silk Road program, which Chinese officials describe as "One Belt, One Road"
program. Chinese president Xi Jinping allocated a colossal $46 billion on the Pakistan corridor
because it is a model project for Beijing.

For Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, the plant represents political support from China because he was
elected on the promise of solving the country's electricity problem. Sharif inaugurated the project on
May 5. The plant, built by Chinese company TBEA Xinjiang SunOasis Co, has already generated 39
million kilowatt-hours of energy for the local province, the local media quoted a company official, Hou
Peng, as saying. The local media also quoted an official at the solar unit saying he was aware that
Pakistan "faced internal and external issues such as security and overcrowding" before he went
there. "My friends and family have asked me to take care, in terms of personal safety and the hot
weather, but they know it's a good experience for me, for my career," he said. "My parents support
my decision to be here."

ISLAMABAD: The government is mulling over a plan to offer partnership stakes in mega
hydroelectric power projects along with management control to private-sector investors in an attempt
to remove the financial hurdles arising in the wake of different priorities of international donors.
According to officials aware of the developments, Pakistan Water and Power Development Authority
(WAPDA) Chairman Zafar Mahmood floated the proposal in the new hydroelectric power policy. He
gave a presentation on the policy to Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and members of the cabinet
committee on energy in a meeting held here on June 25. He also blamed strict regulations and
prolonged procedures for project financing for the delay in developing the projects. In order to
stimulate private-sector investment in mega hydel power projects, Mahmood suggested three
different options depending on project stages. The first option relates to the projects where the
detailed engineering design has been prepared.

In this case, the government could invite investors to finish the project according to the approved
design — Bunji hydropower project is an example in this regard. An international panel of experts will
be engaged for the selection of bidders. The second option pertains to the projects where the
detailed engineering design has not yet been made. Under this plan, investors will develop their own
design as the cases of Thakot and Patan hydropower projects suggest. The third option deals with
the projects that are in the process of development and construction. Here, partnerships will be
developed on the basis of remaining investment such as the case of Neelum Jhelum hydropower
project. The partners will be selected keeping in view their ability to arrange the remaining financing
and complete the project swiftly. Mahmood told the cabinet committee that the private-sector partner
would enjoy management control over the project during the remaining period of construction and
also after completion if the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) calculated his
percentage share of financing at more than 50%.

In all the options, preference will be given on the basis of early completion of the project. According
to Mahmood, Pakistan has the potential to produce 100,000 megawatts of hydroelectric power. Of
this, the identified potential stands at 60,158, but only 6,919MW has so far been tapped. The first
hydroelectric power development policy of the country was framed in 1995 and the second and third
policies were introduced in 2002 and 2013 respectively.

However, Mahmood said these policies did not prove to be a source of attraction for the private-
sector investment. The private sector contributed 7,423MW to the thermal power generation and only
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84MW to the hydroelectric power production. “Hydroelectric power projects are difficult to execute
through the private sector,” he added. Outlining the state’s financial constraints, he pointed out that
the donors had their own policies and priorities for financing development projects. They had
sensitivities pertaining to the dislocation of people, loss of employment and heritage, the way of life
and the negative impact on environment, he said, adding the country had also stringent regulations
and lengthy procedures for project financing. He was of the view that the Indus River had a huge
potential for electricity generation, which should be tapped, and cited examples of China and other
countries which had harnessed their hydel power potential effectively.

Energy crisis limits KARACHI — Leather and leather goods export of billions of rupees have been threatened due to
leather products export prolonged suspension of power supply to Tannery Zone since last week. Production in Korangi
[ Y N0 e A A W ok [l |ndustrial Area’s Tannery Zone has almost come to a halt on Wednesday, as electricity supply by K
: Electric has remained suspended for the last several days. Chairman Pakistan Tanners Association
(PTA) S.Z, Hamid A. Zahur has lamented the protracted disruption in electricity supply to the Tannery
Zone. It has rendered the export-oriented leather industry in Sector 7/A idle. He said that there is still
no supply in a large part of Tannery Zone even after 48 hours. “It is badly haunting the leather
manufacturers who are currently engaged in meeting the export orders for the incoming peak winter
season. He feared that interruption in electricity supply has already delayed shipment of ordered
goods and will lead to a dissatisfied customers who will not return back to Pakistan due to delayed
deliveries. Non-supply of electricity is not only affecting export of finished leathers, but also the value
added products such as leather garments and gloves who are customers to the local tanning
industry, he explained. He urged upon high ups of K Electric to improve its system for repair and
maintenance, as there is a major lack of service teams to work on tripped feeders. Any minor tripping
takes the whole day to get restarted, which should instead be immediately worked on.

WAPDA head for TARBELA GHAZI - Pakistan Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) Chairman Zafar
expediting work on Mahmood on Wednesday visited Tarbela Dam to witness operating mechanism of the reservoir

Tarbela 4th extension

during the ongoing high water flows season and review construction work on the 1410MW Tarbela
. 4th Extension Hydropower Project. General Manager Tarbela Dam Igbal Masood Siddiqui, Tarbela
prolect 4th Extension Hydropower Project Director Sohail Khan and representatives of the consultants
The Nation, July 30,2015 accompanied him during the visit. The chairman visited the main dam, spillways and the reservoir.
He also had a round of the various construction sites of Tarbela 4th Extension Hydropower Project in
addition to visiting Tarbela Hydel Power Station. Addressing on the occasion, the chairman directed
the General Manager TDP to strictly adhere to the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP), which has
been laid down for release of water downstream Tarbela Dam during flood seasons and a close
coordination with all stakeholders must also be maintained for the purpose. Reviewing construction
work on Tarbela 4th Extension Hydropower Project, the Chairman emphasised the need for timely
completion of the project to fully utilise the high flow season of 2017.

He directed the project authorities to expedite their efforts to commission the project by 2017 in
accordance with the acceleration programme of the project being implemented by WAPDA on the
directions of the prime minister for completion of the project according to the schedule. He directed
the officers concerned for closely monitoring the timelines of the acceleration programme, besides
ensuring the prescribed construction standards of the project. Highlighting significance of the project,
the chairman said that Tarbela 4th Extension Hydropower Project will increase the generation
capacity of Tarbela Hydropower Station to 4,888MW from the existing 3,478MW after installation of
three units of 1,410MW on Tunnel No.4 adding about 3.84b units cheap electricity to Pakistan's
national grid per year with annual estimated benefits of about Rs30.7b on its completion. The cost for
the extension project was estimated at $928m with the assistance of the World Bank which will pay
an amount of $840m as loan for the project.

Water shortage is here RAWALPINDI: With the announcement by the Rawalpindi Cantonment Board (RCB) that the
to stay Khanpur Dam Water Supply Project (KDWSP) will not be completed next year, Pindiites should
Daily Dawn, July 29,2015 expect to deal with shortages until 2018.The announcement was made by the RCB Cantonment
Executive Officer Fahim Zafar Khan at a press conference regarding the annual budget on
Tuesday.“For the completion of the KDWSP, Rs -290 million was required. The project is funded by
the federal government and it allocated only Rs -131 million for the current fiscal year 2015-16 and
the remaining amount will be available next year,” he said. He added that once additional funding
becomes available, the project is expected to be completed by the end of the fiscal year 2016-17.The
official said that the project would reduce the shortage of water in the cantonment areas. In the
meantime, he said, the civic body will be taking measures to improve management of water supply in
cantonment areas and rationing would end once the project is completed.Responding to a query
about the absence of elected representatives during the announcement of the annual budget of the
civic body, the senior official of RCB said that the budget had been made before the members were
sworn in.“But the elected members were consulted when allocations were being made for various
development projects and the RCB would ensure that tax payers’ money is spent on least developed
parts of the city,” he said.

The official rejected the notion that the RCB spent all its money on developing the pedestrian street
in Saddar while neglecting other areas.In Saddar, Bank Road from Kashmir Road to Hospital Road
was closed to vehicular traffic and declared a pedestrian street. However, soon after the decision
was made, vehicles owned by shopkeepers were seen on the road. The RCB later took back its
decision to facilitate the shopkeepers and opened one side of the road to traffic.While providing
details of the annual budget, Mr Khan said that the total outlay of the budget for 2015-16 was Rs2.72
billion and Rs880 million would be spent on development schemes and the remaining amount of
Rs1.8 billion would be spent on expenditures.“Rs224.017 million had been allocated for building
department, Rs92.844 million for roads and streets, Rs46.432 million for drainage, Rs158.382 million
for water supply and Rs29.213 million for miscellaneous,” he said.He said that the RCB planned to
construct a new block for Cantonment offices, commercial plazas at Bank Road, Adamjee Road,
renovations of the 100-year-old covered market and Rex Cinema.He said that RCB would purchase
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land for a graveyard, a landfill site and a slaughter house. He said that funds had been allocated and
search for sites within cantonment areas had begun.“The RCB will purchase vehicles including a
tower wagon worth Rs7 million, a well-equipped ambulance for Rs6 million, four trucks for garbage
and 10 mini-trucks for garbage collection in the narrower streets,” he said.

MANSEHRA: The provincial government has decided to appoint 130 staffers, including doctors and
nurses, at King Abdullah Teaching Hospital, Mansehra.“The provincial government wants to provide
maximum healthcare services to people in the district. That's why it has decided to appoint 130 more
employees at the sole tertiary healthcare facility in the district,” Dr Naeem Awan, the medical
superintendent of hospital, told journalists here.He said that currently the hospital was facing
shortage of medical specialists, surgeons and other staff. People would avail more efficient and quick
health services at the hospital once the process of appointments was completed, he added.Dr
Naeem said that 50 more nurses and same number of medial officers, 20 paramedics and 10
sweepers would be appointed at the hospital. He said that capacity of the hospital was affected after
it was destroyed in the 2005 earthquake. Once the hospital was reconstructed, the number of beds
would be increased, he added.Dr Naeem said that reconstruction of the hospital was scheduled to be
completed in 2012 but it was still incomplete. He said that water entered a block of the hospital owing
to fault in its designs during the current spell of monsoon rains. Fortunately machinery worth billion of
rupees was shifted to a safer place, he added.“We have taken the issue with high-ups of health
department and local lawmakers and an appropriate action might be taken against the construction
company concerned,” said Dr Naeem.He said that the hospital was put on high alert due to the
current monsoon rains.

ABBOTTABAD: Staff of the Ayub Teaching Hospital on Tuesday observed a strike against the
Health Reforms Act, 2015, as the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government again assured that the
employees of medical and teaching institutions won’t be sent to surplus pool after the implementation
of the law.As a result of the strike the out-patient department, laboratories, operation theatres and
radiology department remained closed. However, emergency services were available for the
patients.The All Health Employees Coordination Council (AHECC), an umbrella organisation of
various associations of health employees, had given call for the strike.Also in the day, Dr
Nausherwan Burki, the architect of the Health Reforms Act, 2015, in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, tried in
vain to convince both the doctors and the support staff of the Ayub Medical College and Ayub
Teaching Hospital about the ‘fruitfulness’ of the health reforms law, during separate meetings with
them.Dr Burki categorically denied creating any such surplus pool for civil servants from medical
teaching institutions. He promised to discuss the matter with secretary health and claimed it was not
the mandate of the Health Sector Reforms Unit (HSRU) to take such decisions. He said there was no
provision for surplus pool in the Health Reforms Act, 2015.In the meeting with doctors, Mr Burki faced
strong criticism, with participants asking in which capacity he held meeting with doctors after
formation of a separate board of governors for the institution. Interestingly, none of the BOG
members of the Ayub Medical Institutions was present there.Similarly, the doctors also rejected the
institution-based practice, saying such a step had deprived the medical institutions of seasoned and
experienced doctors.

PESHAWAR: A mobile health unit, equipped with X-ray and other laboratory facilities, has been
sitting idle among 12 other new vans scattered at the parking lot near the office of agency surgeon at
Civil Hospital, Parachinar for the last two years.These vehicles belong to the Directorate of Health
Fata that oversees health sector in tribal areas. KFW, German Development Bank, had donated the
mobile health unit mounted on a mini-truck that cost approximately Rs10 million.KFW, which has
been developing healthcare structures across Pakistan, had donated mobile healthcare facility to the
directorate to cater to the health needs of tribal people. The abandoned Suzuki vehicles were
procured under the federal government-funded Lady Health Workers Programme.Officials in
Parachinar, the administrative headquarters of Kurram Agency, said that the mobile health facility
was transported from Peshawar without providing driver, technicians and budget for fuel and
maintenance. The vans were procured to facilitate mobility of lady health workers in this remote area
without providing drivers and required funds.“The mobile unit has been lying abandoned since the
day it was brought here,” said an official. Sources said that another mobile unit was abandoned in
Dabori, Orakzai Agency which has been brought back to Peshawar for repair.The rusty condition of
these vehicles narrates sorry tale of health sector and misuse of resources in violence-stricken tribal
borderlands where health delivery system is already in tatters. But officials claim that the system is
perfect.Of the total 436 health facilities, 86 had been damaged in militancy which resulted in
reduction of availability of beds.

Available bed strength in all hospitals in Fata is around 1,705 while 60 per cent posts of specialist
doctors were lying vacant.Tribal people have to travel to Peshawar, Islamabad and Lahore for getting
treatment of common ailments. Few years ago, on the directives of the then governor Owais Ahmad
Ghani the civil secretariat had closed down dozens of dispensaries and basic health units in tribal
areas on the pretext of shortage of funds and non-availability of resources.The mobile health facility
was introduced in tribal areas in 2003 by the then governor retired Lt-Gen Syed Iftikhar Hussain
Shah. He had handed over three custom-built buses, equipped with all facilities including operation
theaters, to the directorate which were donated by the Korean government for Afghan refugees in the
province.Later the mobile health system was expanded and officials told Dawn that 28 units had
been inducted in the fleet so far having main terminal at Jamrud in Khyber Agency. Foreign donors
were also lured to intervene in mobile health delivery system to provide healthcare to the local
population at their doorsteps.The mobile health system is being financed through Annual
Development Programme for Fata and Rs45 million were allocated for it in the previous financial
year. Initially cost of the mobile health system was Rs60 million annually. Officials claim that
thousands of patients are treated at these mobile units every year. It is worth mentioning that the
health directorate instead of strengthening static health facilities invested more in mobile health
delivery system. These mobile health units, which are supposed to facilitate militancy-affected tribal
people, are operated more in other calamity-hit areas in Sindh, Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.Dr
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Uzma, head of mobile health system in Peshawar, told Dawn that militancy caused damage to
healthcare system in Fata therefore the government introduced mobile health system.“In prevailing
situation mobile health system is the best option,” said Dr Uzma, who is unaware of the abandoned
unit in Parachinar. She said that she assumed charge about one year ago. “Local agency surgeon is
responsible to utilise this facility properly,” she said but admitted that staff for running mobile facility
was not provided.Currently, the official said, 21 mobile health units had been handed over to the
authorities concerned in tribal agencies while seven had been stationed at main hospital in
Jamrud.Dr Uzma said that the directorate was working out new guidelines for mobile system to
ensure its optimum use. She said that required staff including doctors and technicians would be
provided for every unit and the directorate would station those vehicles at the agency headquarters
hospitals in the tribal agencies.Director health Fata would directly supervise the system, she added.

KARACHI: Provincial health authorities on Tuesday confirmed the 11th death of the current year
caused by the lethal Naegleria fowleri, also called ‘brain-eating amoeba’, in the province.A 22-year-
old woman from Karachi died at a private hospital where she had been under going treatment for
Naegleria fowleri."The woman was a resident of Orangi Town," said Dr Syed Zaraf Mehdi on behalf
of Department of Health's Naegleria Committee."The latest case brings the death toll as a result of
Naegleria, commonly known as the ‘brain-eating amoeba’, to 11 in Sindh during the current year,
eight of which were from Karachi," added Dr Mehdi.Experts say just two out of hundreds of cases of
the disease in its history had survived in the world.The appalling rise in the frequency of deaths
because of the deadly disease has exposed the authorities’ claims of taking adequate measures to
curb the horrors of the germ, which has killed 33 people in the last three years.The lethal amoeba
survives on bacteria in warm waters and enters into the human brain through nasal cavity and eats
up its tissues and could only be decimated through proper chlorination or boiling of water.Constituted
by the government earlier in May this year, a focal group collected samples of water and its results
showed more than half of the city was supplied with water chlorinated much less than the desired
levels.

ISLAMABAD: The federal government appears to have decided to lay the blame for the deaths
caused by the recent heatwave in Karachi squarely on the doorstep of the Sindh government and K-
Electric. Federal officials have resorted to false statements to augment their claims against K-
Electric, as a result of which the federal government has decided to seek monetary compensation
from the company. The decision to seek compensation was taken at the June 25 meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Energy, chaired by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. Officials familiar with CCE’s
deliberations said the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) had been directed to
take action against K-Electric. At the meeting, officials from the water and power ministry told the
committee that K-Electric was being sold 650 megawatts of electricity from the national grid at a
‘discounted rate’. This statement is verifiably false, since K-Electric buys electricity from the state-
owned National Transmission and Dispatch Company (NTDC) at the same rate as all other utility
companies in Pakistan.

“We buy electricity from NTDC at the same rate as all other electricity distribution companies and we
sell electricity to consumers at the rate determined by NEPRA,” a spokesperson for K-Electric
told The Express Tribune. Officials from the ministry went on to say that K-Electric has idle power
plants with a capacity to generate 1,100 MW. K-Electric doesn’t contest that claim but says it cannot
run those power plants unless the state-owned Sui Southern Gas Company Ltd supplies it with its
contractually obligated amount of natural gas to run those power plants. The government, however,
appears to be ignoring K-Electric’'s request for its due share of natural gas and instead NTDC has
written a letter to KE asking the company to fully utilise its own power generation capacity. A
spokesperson for the Water and Power Ministry also claimed that the Council on Common Interests,
a body that includes representatives from the federal and all four provincial governments, also
discussed the matter and agreed to a cut of 350 MW from K-Electric’s supply from NTDC. At the
heart of the dispute is the fact that when K-Electric was privatised in 2005, it signed an agreement
with NTDC to retain access to the national grid for a supply of 650 MW, an agreement that was
renewed in 2008 and expired in January 2015. The government claims the contract is highly
favourable to the company and wants to divert the power away from Karachi towards Punjab, where
there are chronic shortages. However, it is prevented from ending its supply to K-Electric, even
though the agreement expired, because of a stay order from the Sindh High Court, a decision the
federal government is appealing in the Supreme Court.

Officials from the water and power ministry also told the CCE that K-Electric cut off power supply to
some installations of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), which aggravated the
dehydration problem during the heatwave in the city. The officials pointed out that K-Electric owes
several government entities such as the NTDC, SSGC, etc, over Rs130 billion but failed to mention
that various government entities also owed K-Electric north of Rs131 billion. The CCE appeared keen
to make the public aware of its stance that the blame for the deaths from the heat wave lay with the
Sindh government and K-Electric. Since the federal government has no power to punish provincial
governments, it appears that the brunt of Islamabad’s reaction to the public anger will be borne by K-
Electric. NEPRA has been ordered to initiate an inquiry against K-Electric. Preliminary findings of that
inquiry have already indicated that K-Electric has not invested enough in its crumbling transmission
and distribution infrastructure, though the Nepra fact-finding committee exonerated the utility in its
decisions with regard to power generation.

KARACHI: Pakistan has spent $5.806 billion of foreign reserves to import power-generating
machinery in the last five years, which is almost equal to the projected cost of 3,600 Megawatts’
capacity Kalabagh Dam (KBD). According to the figures of Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
(PBS), during the past five fiscal years, Pakistan has imported almost $6 billion worth of power
generation machinery. Due to unending energy crises in the country, Pakistan is continuously
spending its precious foreign reserves on importing power-generating machinery while the energy
shortage continues to be there for the last ten years. It was estimated in 1998 that the dam would
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take 7 years for the first power unit to come in to operation, so, if KBD would have been built,
Pakistan could saved the said amount, but the dam has been politicised by some factions of the
political parties which is adversely impacting the trade deficit. The imports of power-generating
machines have jacked up by around 27% to $1.38 billion in fiscal year 2014-15 (FY15) as against
$1.09 billion in FY14. The increase in import took place due to continuously power shortfall that is still
hovering between 4,000 megawatts (MW) to 5,000 MW during the outgoing fiscal.

Unprecedented climate changes in Pakistan this year have deepened the existing energy crisis, as
increased electricity demand due to sultry weather condition across the country escalated power
shortfall. In the month of June, when the electricity demand doubled due to heatwave, Pakistani
imported $171.82 million worth power-generating machinery which was 73% more if compared to the
value of $102.92 million machinery imported in June 2014. Power generation machinery import bill
increased by 66% in June, when compared to $104.15 million in May. Analysts believe that the
situation is getting worse day by day as due to rising temperature and population, the demand of
electricity has been increasing but the government is still depending on installed capacity which may
lead to severe breakdowns in future as witnessed in Ramazan. The experts have said that KBD
would guarantee sufficient and cheap electricity as thermal power costs Rs16 per unit, whereas hydel
power costs Rs 2.5 to Rs 3 per unit. The KBD would have the capacity of generating 3,600MW
electricity that would save $4 billion annually for the country, excluding the 30% line losses. The KBD
project site is located 210 km downstream of Tarbela Dam and 26 km upstream of Jinnah Barrage on
the River Indus. The total project cost at June 1998 price level, including contingencies, price
escalation and interest during construction, was estimated as $ 5.70 billion.

Dar anticipates 10,600 ISLAMABAD — Minister for Finance and Revenue Ishaq Dar on Tuesday apprised the National
MW addition to national Assembly that the government has launched various power projects to add 10600 MW electricity to
grid by 2017 the national grid by 2017. Replying to a point raised by MNA Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, the minister said

Pakistan Observer, July 29, 2015

that major portion of Chinese investmentwas being made in power sector. Out of $ 46 billion, as
many as $ 34 billion was being invested in power generation projects like Tarbela 4th, Tarbela 5th,
Port Qasim, Gaddani and Neelum Jhelum projects were included. He said there was a gap of 4500
MW between demand and supply of electricity that cannot be bridged within a year or two. He said
that the government since its inception devised a concrete strategy to overcome the menace of load-
shedding. The minister said that the Prime Minister for the first time in history of country set up sub-
committee of the cabinet to reviewprogress on power situation. Its meetings are being held regularly
under the chairmanship of the Prime Minister.

Regarding Neelum Jhelum project, the minister said it was a unique project started without any
financial close. Earlier, there were technical problems but now those have been removed. He said
total cost of the project has reached Rs 414 billion. The finance ministry on directives of the Prime
Minister was paying full attention to the project and arranged Rs 150 billion for the project to ensure
its timely completion. He said that in 2007, it was planned to generate 13000 MW. However, it could
not be materialized. Ishaq Dar said various projects of 14000 MW would also be completed after
2018 including Civil Nuclear project at Karachi, Dasu phase-1, Dasu Phase-2 and Diamer Bhasha
dam. He said that Dasu Phase-1 Project has attained financial close and land was being acquired for
the project. Its first phase would generate 2300 MW electricity. The minister said that Bhasha dam
was also an important project and acquisition of land for it was on advanced stage. He informed that
all power projects except Thar Coal under China- Pakistan Corridor were in private sector and being
set up on commercial basis. Dar said the country’s economy was put on right direction and as per
Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO) report, Pakistan would be second biggest choice for
foreign investment. Regarding IPPs, the minister said the government cleared Rs 480 billion circular
debt soon after coming into power resulting addition of 1400 MW to the national grid system. He said
that circular debt has been curtailed to Rs 275 billion and efforts were on to address the problem on
permanent basis. Ishaq Dar said that loan was being provided to industry at lowest rate of 7 per cent
markup and it was a lowest interest in the last 40 years. The minister said, the government was ready
to do more for industry and currently zero load-shedding was being carried out in industrial zones.

Earlier, speaking on a resolution moved by Khalida Mansoor that the government should take steps
to control electricitypilferage in the country, Shehyrar Afraid of PTI said that 16-18 hour power load-
shedding was being carried out. He said that deposit amount was also not being released for repair
of power transformers and blamed officials and power companies for power theft. He also
complained of poorly skilled WAPDA that take too long for repair of the transformers and demanded
at least one workshop at divisional headquarters level to repair power transformers.
Sher Akhbar Khan of JI said that WAPDA officials were involved in power theft. He said that despite
100 per cent recovery in Buner, 18-20 hour power load-management was being observed in the
district. He suggested that PESCO should be bifurcated to shift load from one area to other. Sheikh
Rashid Ahmad said that world conference should be convened to address power problems. He said
the power crisis could be addressed if the government makes payment to IPPs. Later the House was
adjourned to meet again on Wednesday at 1030 hours.

3 children burnt alive ISLAMABAD: Three children were burnt alive while their parents along with a sibling injured when a
Daily Dawn, July 28,2015 fire broke out in their house early on Monday, police said.The incident took place in the house of
Ansar Igbal located at Muslim Colony near the Bari Imam shrine.The police quoted the father of Igbal
as saying that his son and daughter-in-law woke up at Fajr and due to the power suspension lit a
candle and sprinkled kerosene on firewood to prepare the breakfast.lt may be mentioned that there is
no gas supply in the area and people use either firewood or gas cylinder to prepare meals.The police
said all of a sudden the fire broke out in the house. The couple tried to extinguish the flames with
water but to no avail.The couple’s four children who were sleeping in a room trapped in the flames
and were burnt. In their attempts to rescue the children, the couple also sustained injuries.Later, the
neighbours along with rescue teams shifted the injured to hospital where doctors pronounced
Usama, 18 months, Noor, four years, and Rambel, eight years, dead. Ansar, his wife and a daughter,
Haleema, were kept in the burn unit of the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (Pims).According to
Pims spokesman Dr Waseem Khawaja, the conditions of the three injured were critical. They
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received 40 to 50 per cent burns, he added.

RAWALPINDI: All Pakistan CNG Association (APCNGA) on Monday said Pakistan should upgrade
its infrastructure so that it could sustain Iranian gas pressure.lran has completed its part of the
pipeline to transport 750 mmcfd gas to Pakistan while Islamabad has started laying 880-km-long
pipeline but it hasn’t considered upgrading gas distribution network, said Ghiyas Abdullah Paracha,
central leader of the APCNGA.In a statement issued here on Monday, he said the existing old-
fashioned gas infrastructure must be improved immediately otherwise all efforts to tame energy crisis
through Iran gas would go down the drain.Ghiyas Paracha said that Pakistan initiated efforts to
import LNG some ten years ago but gas utilities didn’t upgrade the capacity of the pipelines which
has resulted in under-utilisation of the LNG.The LNG terminal can handle 660 mmcfd gas but the
pipelines cannot transport over 325 mmcfd which is another example of mismanagement and
incompetence of gas companies for which country and people are made to pay the price, he said.He
said that the LNG and Iranian gas were costly than the locally produced natural gas therefore gas
companies should be asked to reduce gas losses standing at 14 per cent to internationally accepted
standard of 1.5 to 2 per cent.The business leader asked the government to take stern action against
officials foiling efforts to reduce losses in transmission and distribution and contain theft of gas.

PESHAWAR: The World Health Organization (WHO) has warned against the devastating health
consequences of lead poisoning which accounts for 0.6 percent of global diseases.The lead poising
contributes to about 600,000 new cases of children with mental disabilities every year, Director of
Media office at the Ministry of Health said.Lead poisoning causes the death of 143,000 persons each
year. lead paint is considered a major contributor, according WHO’s report which was published last
week, Dr Ghalia Al-Mutairi said in a statement.Even though countries have banned lead paint
decades ago, yet it is still widely used for decorative purposes, and it continues to be in use until it is
finally stripped and replaced, Kuwait times reported.According to the report, Dr Mutairi said that at
high levels of exposure, lead damages the brain and central nervous system which causes coma,
convulsions and even death.Children who survive poisoning are often left with mental impairment
and behavioral disorders.She added that WHO is rallying international efforts to help in raising
awareness against this poisonous substance in all media platforms, online or offline, and in many
different languages. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination Saira
Afzal Tarar Monday assured the National Assembly that there will be no increase in prices of
essential medicines till 2016.Replying during question hour in the House, the minister said the
government would take strict action against those whoever increases prices of essential
medicines.“The present government has given Drug Pricing Policy for the first time in country’s
history,” the minister added.She said that by virtue of notification of Drug Pricing Policy 2015, prices
of medicines have been frozen till July 2016 and till then no pharmaceutical company is authorized to
increase prices of medicines beyond approved maximum retail prices.It was in 2012 that 105 cases
of unauthorized price increase by the Pharmaceutical companies were noticed by the Drug
Regulatory Authority, the minister said. On action by DRAP, 17 companies filed writ petitions and
suits in Sindh High Court, Lahore High Court and Civil Judge Lahore and managed to obtain stay
orders.

MINSK - Belarus hopes for closer cooperation with Pakistan in the education sector, Belarus' Vice
Premier Natalia Kochanova said as she met with a delegation from Pakistan on 28 July, BelTA
informs. According to her, Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko paid an official visit to the
country not long ago. “The visit resulted in a number of governmental agreements to promote
bilateral cooperation in the social sector and education in particular. We will be happy to have fruitful
cooperation,” Natalia Kochanova said. Great attention is attached to education issues in Belarus.
“Today we can boast our well-developed system of personnel training,” Natalia Kochanova stressed.
The Vice Premier expressed confidence that this time's visit of the Pakistani delegation to Belarus
would make another step to the rapprochement of the education systems of the two countries.
According to Natalia Kochanova, Belarus is a reliable partner. As for Belarus-Pakistan relations, the
Vice Premier stressed that they are fruitful. Federal Secretary on Education and Professional
Training of the Government of Pakistan Muhammad Imtiaz Tajwar thanked the Belarusian side for
the invitation to visit the country. As was stressed, the meeting came ahead of a visit of the Prime
Minister of Pakistan to Belarus.

ISLAMABAD: As many as 12 high-risk polio districts have been identified across the country to put
them under special focus during the low-transmission season starting from September.Special
meetings of the national and international health experts, provincial authorities and the National
Emergency Operation Centre (NEOC) will be held from Monday (today) to remove the deficiencies
before the start of the season.

Dr Rana Safdar, the head of the NEOC, told Dawn that the international Institute for Disease
Modeling collaborated with the government departments to compile data and point out the high-risk
districts.“As many as four districts (agencies) in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) have
been declared the high-risk areas. These districts are: FR Bannu, Khyber, North Waziristan and
South Waziristan.”He said three districts in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa - Bannu, Peshawar and Tank - had
also been declared high risk. In Sindh, Baldia Town and Gadap Town have been declared sensitive
while Killa Abdullah, Pishin and Quetta in Balochistan have been declared as the high risk.Prime
Minister's Focal Person on Polio Senator Ayesha Raza Farooq in a statement said: “We are on track
to interrupt transmission but 12 districts represent the last reservoirs for polio and unless we work
together, success is not guaranteed.”

It may be mentioned that Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif recently approved the National Emergency
Action Plan for Polio Eradication (2015-16) which envisages measurable targets toward the ultimate
goal of polio eradication in the country. The NEOC has been coordinating with the provincial and
district polio eradication teams to develop targeted national, provincial and priority district operational
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plans.Ms Farooq said the number of children paralysed by wild poliovirus in the first half of 2015 was
nearly a quarter of what it was at the same time last year (28 vs 114 as of 18 July 2015).“We have
never had a better opportunity to stop the transmission of this terrible disease. We must do
everything possible to support the frontline workers to reach and vaccinate every single child,” she
said.Dr Safdar said an emergency action plan for polio was made every year after which a federal
guideline was issued.“This year, we have decided to adopt a scientific approach to eradicate the
poliovirus. Data of all the union councils and districts from all over the county has been collected and
categorised on the basis of the polio cases and the vulnerability to the poliovirus,” he added.“This
time our focus will be on eradicating the virus from high-risk districts because the virus spreads to
other parts of the country from these districts. International and national experts have been engaged
to resolve the capacity issues before the first low transmission campaign starting from September
14,” he said.As many as nine polio campaigns will be held during the low transmission season
(September to May 2016) to eradicate the poliovirus, he said.

ISLAMABAD: An audit team of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis (TB) and Malaria
(GFFATM) has raised serious objections over the functioning and the use of funds by the National TB
Control Programme Pakistan.The national manager for the TB Control Programme, Dr Ejaz Qadeer,
claimed that GFFATM team has only sought certain clarifications for issues which would be removed.
Moreover, he said that the audit report has not been sent officially and it is expected that objections
would be taken back.An official working for the TB Control Programme, requesting anonymity, said
that the team of the Office of the Inspector General (OIG) consisting of 15 auditors visited Pakistan in
March 2015 and carried out an audit for the last five years.“A number of objections were raised
during the audit and the management of the TB programme failed to provide records to satisfy the
team and the OIG has sent a report informing the programme of the concerns raised by the team,” he
said.According to report available with Dawn, GFFATM provides US $ 129 million annually to
Pakistan for eradication of TB. However, the manuals for financial and procurement management
have not been updated since 2008 and all out dated accounts are mentioned in the Chart of
Accounts.The report also notes that no mechanism is in place for job descriptions to be updated to
match current roles and responsibilities of officials. It says that US $ 713,000 have been spent on the
renovation of 10 labs, however details of how much money was spent on each renovation project is
not provided.The report shows that Rs94.5, Rs98.26 and Rs89.9 conversation rate of each dollar is
used for the funds received in dollars, which is much lower than the dollar rates in the currency
markets. Moreover, there are irregularities in vehicle management, leave encashment and
performance evaluation. For examples vehicles were also used on holidays, employees excessively
utilised US $ 44,500 for medical allowance.The report says that two employees in the finance
department hold degree from an institution which was not recognized by Higher Education
Commission and employment contracts of some staff members were missing.

It was also observed that supporting documents for expenditures were not available. The team also
found that tax was not withheld from the payments made to a consultant.OIG informed the
programme that during the review, a surprise verification of vehicles was performed on a holiday and
it was observed that vehicles were not parked at office premises.Moreover, it was observed that
individual performance targets were not specified. Staff members, the report says, attended an
international training which cost the programme $4,000 but was not included in the training
plan.National Manager TB Control Program Dr Ejaz Qadeer told Dawn that although the OIG has
sent the report but it was not sent officially, through the government, so the observations are still
open to clarification."We have been responding to the fund and missing documents are also being
provided. We recieve US $ 126 million out of which procurement of drugs worth of US $ 90 million is
done by the GFFATM,” he said.Responding to a query, Dr Qadeer said that there was an issue with
the degree of one staff member but it has also been resolved.“All the records are available, however,
some records could not be provided to the audit team (which stayed for three weeks in Pakistan)
because the record was with the provincial offices,” he said."We have a staff of 120 persons at the
national level which has been performing well. The OIG carried out an audit for the last five years and
with such a huge amount of funding some minor discrepancies are always possible,” he said.Dr
Qadeer said that although there are some flaws but there is no allegation of embezzlement in the
report.“An employee who was dismissed from service has leaked the report so it is possible he
manipulated it,” he alleged.

RAWALPINDI: Despite the dengue threat, two of the three government hospitals in the city are still
without infectious disease departments.After receiving more than 1,700 dengue patients at the Holy
Family Hospital, Benazir Bhutto Hospital and the District Headquarters (DHQ) Hospital between
August and November 2014, the Rawalpindi Medical College (RMC) decided to establish infectious
departments in these hospitals.

However, despite the passage of almost a year, the RMC could establish an infectious disease
department only at the HFH.A senior official of the RMC told Dawn that the RMC administration had
sought financial assistance from the provincial government only for the HFH for which Rs80 million
were released.“Neither the RMC demanded funds nor it provided its own resources to set up the
departments in the other two hospitals. The administrations of the two hospitals requested for the
establishment of the departments but RMC Principal Prof Dr Mohammad Umer did not take up the
issue,” he said.A senior doctor of the DHQ hospital said due to the presence of cattle pens in the city,
there were chances of dengue, Congo virus and other infectious diseases.

He said in the winter more than 100 skin infection patients daily visited the hospital and were
provided medical treatment at the medical unit. He said there was a dire need for a separate
department to deal with such cases.Saleem Janjua, a skin infection patient at the BBH, told Dawn
that he visited the hospital but the doctors asked him to go to the HFH. However, he said a doctor at
the HFH told him that medical specialists at any hospital can treat the disease. He said patients had
to shuttle between the two hospitals due to the absence of facilities.On the other hand, a senior
doctor of the HFH said an infectious diseases department had been set up in the hospital and
separate paramedical staff and doctors were also hired but it was still being run under the medical

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4%
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unit.He said for dengue, Congo and Swine flu patients, the separate ward was already in place but
the absence of such wards in the two other hospitals increased its burden.“Under new rules, all the
dengue patients visit the HFH for an initial check-up and in case of unavailability of beds they are
referred to the two other hospitals. There is a need to establish such departments in the BBH and
DHQ hospital as well,” he said.When contacted, BBH Medical Superintendent Dr Asif Qadir Mir said
the infectious diseases department at the hospital would be established soon.He said in the first step,
the department had been set up at the HFH while the BBH and then DHQ hospital would get the

facility next year.
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