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NEWS HEADLINES

Heatwave devastates
Karachi, other parts of

Sindh; at least 136 dead
Daily Dawn, June 22, 2015

Sindh Heatwave Death Toll

Climbs To 140
Geo News, June 21, 2015

Heatwave Kills 90 In
Karachi As Residents
Grapple With Power

Outages
Express Tribune, June 21, 2015
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DETAILS

KARACHI: Despite the Met office’s academic conclusion about Karachi’'s weather sliding down a
notch, a devastating heatwave gripping Sindh for several days has taken a toll of at least 136
people in the province — 132 only in the metropolis. Most of them were pronounced dead at the
Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC), officials said on Sunday. They said 85 of the people
who had suffered heatstroke were either brought dead or died in JPMC. Thirty people died in the
Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) on Saturday night and Sunday, nine in Lyari General Hospital and
six in the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK).

“Some 85 people have died since late Saturday night,” Dr Seemin Jamali, joint executive director
of JPMC, told Dawn. Most of them were men aged 50 or more. “Thirty people were brought dead
while another 55, who were in critical condition, died in the hospital during treatment,” Dr Jamali
said, adding that severe heat was to blame for all the deaths — the alarming number of deaths has
no precedent in the country’s recent history. “They were brought to the hospital unconscious,
suffering from high grade fever with pulse hardly visible and blood pressure barely noticeable,”
said the JPMC official. Many patients told their doctors that they had collapsed suddenly during the
sizzling day and suffered extreme breathing problem. The officials said the first patient of
heatstroke was brought to JPMC at around 10pm on Saturday and by the filing of this report the
number of such patients almost touched 100. “The situation is that we are still receiving patients
suffering from heatstroke,” said an official at JPMC. Dr Salma Kauser, senior director (medical and
health) at the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation, which oversees all KMC hospitals, said 20 people
died in ASH on Sunday. Seven people were brought dead on late Saturday late and the cause of
death was ascertained hours later. Of the 20 people, 13 were brought dead to the ASH and seven
died during treatment, said Dr Kauser. Six women and five children were among the dead. She
said that more than 100 people were under treatment in various hospitals run by the KMC. Nine
people died because of sunstroke in Lyari General Hospital, six in Civil Hospital and two in KPT
Hospital.

Sindh health secretary Saeed Ahmed Mangnejo said two deaths each were reported from
Jacobabad and Larkana.

Dr Hasan Murad Shah, director general health, said that since it was Sunday the figures, if any, of
the heatstroke patients might be landing his office on Monday.

Saturday was the hottest day of this year's summer in Karachi, where the mercury had shot to 45
degree Celsius. The maximum temperature of 48 degree Celsius was recorded in three districts of
Sindh — Jacobabad, Larkana and Sukkur — on Saturday, which slid down to 41 on Sunday. The
officials said the city would not see any let-up on Monday when temperatures are expected to go
up to 44 degree Celsius. The highest temperature Karachi ever experienced was 48 degree
Celsius on May 9, 1938. “There might be some patients of heatstroke at some private hospitals,
but no major hospitals in Nawabshah, Sukkur, Khairpur, Ghotki, Shikarpur, Nausheroferoze,
Qambar and Kashmore have reported any such deaths,” Dr Shah said. Similarly, he said, no
deaths or heat-related incidents had been reported from central and southern parts of Sindh. Most
of the people died belonged to poor neighbourhoods, lived in small houses and worked on daily
wages.

Officials at the Edhi Foundation said they had expedited the process of burying bodies as the
number of new bodies arriving in their morgue had suddenly swollen and also because the
temperatures were too high for the cooling facility. Early this month, 17 people died because of
heatstroke in Sehwan during the Urs of Lal Shahbaz Qalandar.

KARACHI: A heatwave in Pakistan’s largest city Karachi and other districts of southern Sindh
province has killed at least 140 people, health officials said Sunday. "Since Saturday 131 people
have died in Karachi and nine others (have died) in three districts of Sindh," said provincial health
secretary Saeed Mangnejo. He said the provincial government had imposed a state of emergency
at all hospitals, cancelling leave for doctors and other medical staff and increasing stocks of
medical supplies.

The southern port city of Karachi saw temperatures reach as high as 45 degrees Celsius (111
degrees Fahrenheit) on Saturday, just short of an all-time high in the city of 47 C in June 1979. Dr
Seemin Jamali, the head of the emergency department at state-run Jinnah Hospital said more than
100 people had died at the hospital. "They all died of heat stroke," she said.Officials said all the
deaths had occurred since Saturday evening.

Edhi Welfare Organisation, Pakistan’s largest charity, said their mortuary had been packed to
capacity with heatwave deaths and other casualties as 150 bodies were placed there. "We had to
bury some 30 unclaimed bodies to make room in the mortuary," said Edhi official Anwar Kazmi-
AFP/Geo News.

KARACHI: A heatwave has killed at least 90 people in Karachi, officials said Sunday, as residents
grapple with frequent power outages and water scarcity during Ramazan. The city saw
temperatures reach as high as 45 degrees Celsius (111 degrees Fahrenheit) on Saturday, just
short of an all-time high in the metropolis of 47 C in June 1979.

Dozens were brought to private and public hospitals with complaints of dehydration and low blood
pressure. According to hospital management of the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC),
55 people were reported dead with heat related symptoms. “Around 30 people were brought dead
at JPMC,” says joint executive director of the medical facility Dr Seemin Jamali. She said 20
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At least 141 people, including 132 alone in capital Karachi,
have died due to an intense ongoing heatwave sweeping
across many parts of Pakistan's southem Sindh province.

Rine desths were repomed rem Thatta and Thanparkar in the inbercr of the Sindh provinge, heakh
offcials said

Frve people ded from dehydration and heat strolke in Thata and four in Thamparkar yestercday™ &
Senchh health minisiry oical bold PTI

Th tolal number of deaths in Sindh previncs has chmbad b ancund 141 since [he heatwave stafed
on Fridy

Sndh Chiel Minisier Syed Ceim Al Shah 10ld reparters in Kerachi yesterday thal emargency had
been declared in all Ihe government hospitals of Kanschi and olher cities in the provinos,

"Orders have been ixsued for uninterrupted supply of power and water to the emerpency centres of
all hospitals o deal with the morality cases due o the heal wave," Shah said.

Temperatures of around 44 to 45 degrees Celsius have been recorded in the port city of Karachi
since Friday which was alsa the first cay of the holy month of Ramazan. The scorching heat is
expacied to conbirue today as wel

Most of the mortalily cases we have got al our hospital are of eldery pecple and the homeless dus
to sufiocabion, defrycdrabion and heal sirokes.” said Seemd Jamali, medical supennbendent al the
Jinnah hospital.

Sne said in he last 48 hours the hospetal had seen arcund 100 deaths owing fo heal relsled
linesses, inchaging how blood pressars and exhaustion

Ahmed Mashadl,  doctor at Abbasi Shaheed hosplal, confimed that 20 people had died duee bo e
heatwave at e nosptal while a health oficial sald dead bodies were alse brought bo other nospitals
in thee ity

Crver 100 pabients admited in (he Jinnah hosplal are gefting treabment for heat-related lnesses,
sald Jamad. & doclor

“The relatives bring te bodies to us because of the eireme hol condtions they car® kesp the
bedies of their dear ones at home for keng,” said Arwar Kozmi, o spoesman for Ihe Ednl welfare
trust and foundaticn. & charnly organisslion.

Kazri sald the foondalion was Rcing problems becausss of the large number of bodes at & morgue
i Sohrab Goln,

Pakistan's Meleanrdogical Depadment recorded Saturday as the hotbest day of 1Ris year's summer in
Karachi, where the mercury shol up lo 45 degrees Celsius.

Frequent power outasges have also compounded people's woes and led lo vident protests in several
parts of Karachi, Pakistan's largest city with & population of 20 malkon

Legend
i#  Hospital
B Mangroves Jacebabad Kashmeore

Landuse N

Fark

Riveet _ Shikarphur

District Boundary

Shahdad Larkana
kot y
| _ ' Sukkur
- Naushahro
Dadu Feroz
l Khalrpur
5. Benazirabad
Sanghar
Jamshoro _
" Matiari
T. Ayar
derabad
' -~ Mirpurkhas

Legend Badin f

Number of Death

Ghotki

HSCLAIMER:

M

A

Craation Dals:; June 22, 2015
Py jove tary D absm: WIGS 84 Geographic
Page Size: A3

5

i \ z ! ..-.- {l
- :'\- zzf. ‘;‘ \\ .r“ b

£ S A s
P Rsteiovad -

TR

ALL RKGHTS RESERVED

Tris product is the sole propely of ALHASAN SYSTEMS
[www ahasan com] - A Knowledpe  Management,
Business Fayehoiogy Modelng, and Publshing Company.
The product is brought to you Fee of cosl in dgilal formal
Tor infommation puposes only. The product might have nolt
been prepared for o be suitable for legal, engineering, o
sundeying purposes. For further celail amd metadsla
information  please  call ALHASAM SYSTEMS &
+52.51. 282 0449 7835 6268 or amail us st

Umerkot

Tharparkar

Miles




AE INFORMED

CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETI

2
Y

&

Heatwave Kills Four In
Mithi: Karachi Experiences

Hottest Day In 10 Years!
Business Recorder, June 21, 2015

Heat Wave: Under
Scorching Sun, Pakistan

Swelters
Express Tribune, June 21, 2015
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persons died during treatment, adding that these people died due to heat stroke. Another major
facility, Abbasi Shaheed Hospital confirmed 20 people died due to heat stroke, including those who
breathed their last on way to hospital. Moreover, management of the Civil Hospital said, “Six
persons were brought dead at hospital.” He added that all people died due to heat stroke.

According to sources, nine people died in parts of Lyari while at least two persons died in Keamari
area. Scores of people were referred to tertiary care hospitals from private hospitals. Most of them
were brought to JPMC.

Pakistan’s Meteorological Department said temperatures would likely subside in the coming days,
but doctors have advised avoiding exposure to the sun and wearing | ight cotton clothes.The
hightemperatures were made worse by frequent power outages, sparking protests in several parts
of the city of 20 million. Electricity cuts in turn crippled Karachi’'s water supply system, hampering
the pumping of millions of gallons of water to consumers, the water utility said.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has warned electric supply companies that he would not tolerate
power outages during Ramazan, an official at the premier’s office said. Karachi University in a
statement said that it had postponed its exams for at least one month due to the extreme weather.

History books should be re-written again as on June 20, 2015 Karachi experienced one of the
hottest days in years when temperature soared to 45°C. Pakistan Meteorological Department said
on Saturday that the heat wave would grip the most parts of the country, including Karachi, for the
next two days.

Mostly whenever a heat wave affects Pakistan, Karachi escapes the wrath of the heat wave as
south-west winds (sea breeze) keeps the temperature between 34°C to 36°C. This time it was the
western disturbance that caused the temperatures to rise to 44-45°C. It brought dry and hot winds
for coastal parts of the country due to prevailing severe heat wave in the city. The humidity also
dropped from 70% to just 12% on Saturday on June 19. The highest temperature ever recorded in
the living history of Karachi was 48.8°C, almost 50°C. This temperature was recorded in British
India's Karachi on May 9, 1938.

Meanwhile, at least four people lost their lives as temperatures soared in the country. The dead
included three children. Two people died at Mithi Civil Hospital including a child. Two more children
died at a private hospital at Mithi. This enraged citizens and they blocked Kashmir Road.

Urban areas of Sindh have been facing 12 to 14 hours of load shedding. Officials claim that this is
because of the increase in demand for electricity. Meanwhile, protests emerged all over the
province. At a protest in Hyderabad, a HESCO office was attacked. Diplo, Mithi, Islamkot,
Nagarparkar, Chachar and Kloi have been deprived of electricity for 22 hours. Citizens blocked
Mithi Naka and Kashmir Chowk. Enraged citizens burned down the record storage at the HESCO
subdivision office. In Sindh, load shedding duration for urban areas reaches from 12 to 14 hour
whereas in rural areas the trend touches 22 hours of load shedding.

ISLAMABAD: This summer is turning out to be one of the hottest in the history of Pakistan. On
Saturday, many cities sizzled and sweltered under the scorching sun throughout the day as
temperatures soared as high as 49 °C in Sibi and Larkana districts, while five people — among
them three children — died and many more fainted due to the hot and humid weather. Karachi'ites,
too, braved a sweltering day as the mercury shot up to almost 45°C in the metropolis.

Weather forecasters, however, predicted that the first spell of pre-monsoon rains could begin soon
in northern Pakistan — including Azad Kashmir, Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Sargodha, Lahore,
Gujaranwala, Malakand, Peshawar, Hazara, Kohat, Bannu and Fata — and continue for four to five
days. This will help lower the overall temperature and provide some respite from the sweltering
heat. This weather pattern, according to Dr Ghulam Rasool, the director general of the Pakistan
Meteorological Department, will gradually move towards the south and bring moderate rain in
Sindh and Balochistan between June 23 and 26.

Karachi Heat Wave: In Karachi, the temperatures rose to 44.8°C. And, according to the latest
forecast, the weather will remain hot/very hot and dry during the next 24 hours. Dr Rasool
attributes the soaring temperatures in the port city to a low pressure which developed in the
Arabian Sea near the Indian financial hub of Mumbai and sucked in all the winds blowing towards
Pakistan. Nonetheless, he says the temperatures will start dropping from Sunday (today) and
subsequently will bring some rain prospects for Karachi'ites.

Maximum Temperature: Sibi and Larkana braved the hottest day of the season where the
maximum temperature was recorded at 49°C. The scorching heat adversely affected the routine
life and several cases of sunstroke and sunburn were reported in the two districts. The Larkana
district health department distributed handbills and fliers to inform common citizens about
precautionary measures against sunstroke and other heat-related complications.

In Sibi, one person died and five fainted due to the extreme hot weather. The city wore a deserted
look as most shops and markets remained closed around mid-day and people preferred to stay
indoors. Other areas of Balochistan affected by heat wave included Bakhtyarabad, Dhadar and
adjoining areas. No respite is in sight from the heat wave as weather forecasters predicted hot to
very hot weather with chances of scattered dust storms in parts of the province. However, there
are chances of thunderstorm/rain with gusty winds in Kalat, Quetta and Zhob divisions.

Deaths Reported Tharparkar: Speaking to The Express Tribune by phone from Tharparkar, a
health official said one man and one infant died due to heatstroke in the Civil Hospital, Mithi, while
two children, aged six and eight years, died in the Korean Hospital Chachhro. The two children
died of severe dehydration caused by the sweltering heat, he said, adding that the desert district
has been without electricity since Friday evening.

Impact of Climate Change: A former director general of the Pakistan Environmental Protection
Agency, Asif Shuja, attributed the current increase in temperatures to the impact of climate change
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Rs31 Billion Allocated For

Protection Against Floods
Pakistan Today, June 21, 2015

World Bank approves
$188m for rehabilitation of
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on the country. “There has been a rise in the Earth’s average temperature from 15.5°C to 16.2°C
over the last 100 years due to which we are experiencing such extreme weather conditions both in
summers and winters,” he added.

The rapid increase in urbanisation, construction of high-rises, deforestation and growing number of
road vehicles are also contributing the climate change, Shuja said. “The last 30 years — from 1993-
2012 — had been warmer than the last 1,400 years. Scientists envisage a rise of 1-6.67°C in
temperature till 2100 which will be disastrous,” he warned. Shuja further said that Pakistan lacked
the technology to predict extreme weather events which caused human and material losses.

So Far The Hottest Year Globally: Data revealed by the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) on June 16 shows that global temperature in the first five months of 2015
have been the hottest ever recorded, with May pushing the mercury to the highest. The report says
May was 0.71°C above the long-term average. Following the climatic patterns over the next year,
there are ample chances this year may go on to set an all-time new record. In fact, the year has
been no less than 0.1°C hotter than the previous one, the former being the hottest itself as
recorded.

ISLAMABAD: Authorities in the federal capital have allocated a sum of Rs31 billion for the
improvement of flood works, according to the Punjab Irrigation Secretary in his report which was
submitted to the apex court. The allocation is part of the phased National Flood Protection Plan
drawn up under the long-term strategy of an integrated Flood Management System.

Marvi Memon, a former legislator of Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid currently associated with the
ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz, had requested the court in September 2011 to order the
revival of the Flood Commission. This was with a view to determine if the government had failed to
carry out its Flood Commission recommendations

ISLAMABAD: The World Bank on Friday approved $188 million to improve the reliability and
safety of Guddu Barrage and strengthen the Sindh Irrigation Department’s capacity to operate and
manage the barrages. Guddu Barrage, carried out under the Sindh Barrages Improvement Project
(SBIP), is needed due to natural ageing of the infrastructure. The rehabilitation work would
eliminate possible sources of failure and potentially give the structure another 50 years of life.

“Barrages are strategic assets of Sindh and millions of people depend on the water that is
controlled, diverted, and managed by them. Their continued operation and management require
specialised expertise, experience, decision making, and continuity of operation”, said World Bank
Country Director for Pakistan, Rachid Benmessaoud. He said in addition to physical rehabilitation
of the barrage infrastructure, this project would also support the Sindh government in training and
technical assistance in procurement, financial, social and environmental safeguards for operating
hydraulic irrigation infrastructure.

“The SBIP would support the gate replacement works to improve the regulation and flow of the
barrage, replacement of all 65 main barrage steel gates, 25 main canal head regulator gates and
hoist gears including all mechanical and electrical equipment. The project would also finance the
independent panel of experts, who would review, monitor, evaluate and help guide the
rehabilitation process with regards to the safety of the barrage,” he added.

Task Team Leader of the project Abdulhamid Azad said the Guddu barrage constitutes the most
strategic component of the large Indus Basin Irrigation System. The effective operation and
structural stability are important for agricultural production and for averting potential disaster during
floods. Climate variability would further add risks by changing the frequency and intensity of
extreme events such as floods and droughts, he added. The primary beneficiaries include (a) over
2.6 million people, across three million acres of irrigated land in Kashmore, Ghotki, Jacobabad,
Sukkur and Shikarpur districts of Sindh, and Nasirabad and Jafarabad districts of Balochistan, who
would receive reliable supply of water and (b) the local communities in flood-vulnerable areas, who
would benefit from improvement in flood management and reduction in risks of embankment
breaches; since the capacity of the barrage to pass flood waters would improve.

LAHORE/KARACHI: Pre-monsoon rains on Saturday hit different parts of country mainly in central
and upper Punjab bringing smiles on faces as the weather turned pleasant, ARY News reported.
Heavy winds coupled with rain hit Lahore, Faisalabad, Rawalpindi, Sheikhupura, Sahiwal, Sialkot,
Gujrat, Mandi Bahauddin and adjoining areas. People in a wave of ecstasy took to streets and on
top of their houses to enjoy the sudden turn in weather conditions. Meanwhile, it rained heavily in
different areas of Thar Desert including Umar Kot, Pathoro, Dhoro Naro.

Stormy winds and rains also swept away the heat from Dera Ismail Khan and Haripur and
drenched everything. In Mirpur Khas, dusty winds kept blowing while in Karachi light drizzle was
reported in some areas.

Met-Office predicted first spell of pre-monsoon rains over upper Punjab, Hazara Division, Lower
Sindh and Kashmir from the coming weekend (Saturday/Sunday). Spokesman of Met-Office
informed that weak to moderate monsoon currents are likely to penetrate in upper & some south-
eastern parts of Pakistan from Saturday/Sunday. Based on incursions of monsoon currents, the
forecast for different areas is given below;

e Three or four rains with dust-storm/thundershower expected at scattered places of Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Gujranwala & Lahore Divisions during Saturday evening/night to Thursday.

e Three or four rains with thundershower expected at a number of places in Hazara division &
Kashmir during Saturday to Thursday.

e Two or three rains with dust/ thundershower expected at isolated places of Peshawar, Kohat,
Mardan, Bannu, Faislabad, Sargodha, Sahiwal, during Sunday to Wednesday.,
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e One or two rains with dust/ thundershower expected at isolated places of D.l.Khan, Zhob,
Sibbi, Multan, D.G. Khan and Bahawalpur Divisions during Monday to Thursday.

e One or two rains with dust/ thundershower expected at isolated places of Mirpur Khas Division
during Saturday to Tuesday.

Peshawar (): Provincial Disaster Management Authority launched Disaster Risk Management
Roadmap in a ceremony held in Islamabad, yesterday. Representatives from Provincial & Federal
Government, International Donors, NGOs, INGOs and Humanitarian Organizations participated in
the ceremony. Additional Secretary, Economic Affairs Division Islamabad, Secretary Finance
Department, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Secretary Relief Rehabilitation & Settlement Department,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Member Operations, NDMA and Director General, PDMA KP addressed the
forum. While talking to the forum Secretary, Relief Rehabilitation & Settlement Department said,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is prone to a number of hazards, both natural and human induced, and we
must work with dedication and commitment to usher in a culture of safety and resilience to mitigate
the risks and prepare for any potential disaster, for timely response to any kind of natural
calamities. He said, | congratulate the team who put in a lot of effort, worked dedicatedly, carried
out extensive Consultations and came up with this comprehensive document. The document can
be considered as one of major milestone in bridging the existing gaps among disaster prevention,
mitigation, preparedness, response, recovery and sustainable development. Director General,
PDMA briefed the forum in detail regarding DRM Roadmap 2014-19. Director General said at the
occasion, any approach to bring in Development to the province and any efforts for Stabilization
and Governance will be unsuccessful without holistic approach to DRM. He further added, the
Roadmap 2014-19 presents a vision for safer and disaster resilient Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He said,
the Roadmap is broadly focused on eight (8) thematic components, which are consistent with the
National Disaster Management Plan and International Protocols like Hyogo Framework and Sendai
Declaration. He said, PDMA has recently established DRM Strategic Unit, which will work on risk
assessment studies, surveys, capacity building and Advocacy. He further said, Provincial Disaster
Management Authority also firmly intends to involve all stakeholders, particularly those
organizations with extensive experience in DRM, in the implementation of this Roadmap. Speaking
on the occasion, Additional Secretary, Economic Affairs Division Islamabad said, EAD is fully
supporting PDMA Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to develop linkages with International Donors/Partners for
resource mobilization.

KARACHI: One more patient lost the battle of life against Dengue in Karachi on Tuesday raising
the death toll of lives lost due to the virus this year in the city to three. A Sindh Health department
report released last week revealed 95% of Dengue cases reported in the country were from
Karachi. The report issued on Thursday confirmed 51 cases of Dengue were reported in the first
10 days of June alone.

According to the report, out of 457 cases reported in Pakistan this year, 451 were reported from
Sindh, of which 438 were reported from Karachi. With an average of 20 new cases being reported
each week from Karachi, the number of patients could spike further with the advent of the
monsoon rains. The year’s first dengue-related death occurred in Karachi when 10-year-old
resident of Orangi Town on the 23rd of May 2015.

LAHORE: All provincial and federal institutions should work with mutual coordination to prepare for
monsoon rains and possible floods, said Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif while addressing a
meeting at the Civil Secretariat through video link on Monday. The meeting reviewed in detail the
arrangements regarding monsoon season and possible flood.

Shahbaz directed that all departments concerned should evolve an emergency plan while the
members of the Cabinet Committee for Flood should visit the site to inspect repair work of
embankments of the rivers. He said that the committee should visit sites of 10 important places
and present its report and his helicopter is available for this purpose. The chief minister said that
he will personally monitor protective arrangements as well. He said that two warehouses have
been set up in Lahore and Muzaffargarh for the stock of essential items. “Abundance of food stock
and other necessary items should be ensured in the two warehouses,” he said, adding that full
benefit should be taken from the metrological systems of SUPARCO and PAF.

He directed that the training of operators of boats should be completed at the earliest. He said that
foolproof mechanism should be evolved for the transportation of boats. He further directed that in
case of emergency, the Health Department should have necessary medicines especially for the
treatment of snake bites.

ISLAMABAD: International weather experts have predicted that Pakistan may face harsher
drought conditions than last year. Their prediction, reported by the South Asian Climate Forum
(SASCOF) has experts at home worrying.

“We expect lesser rains in the southern half of the country, which is already in the grip of drought-
like conditions,” chief of the Pakistan Meteorological Department, Dr Ghulam Rasul, told a private
media outlet. “The situation in Cholistan, Tharparkar and parts of Balochistan is likely to worsen,”
he said, partly agreeing with the study. A sub-regional arm of the World Meteorological
Organisation (WMO), the SASCOF is dedicated to monsoon-specific predictions and monitoring
the climate outlook needs of South Asian countries. It has warned that the deficient summer
monsoon could affect agriculture-based economies in the region.

National
Journalists
Forum

¢




(.2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN 8

SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

Haqqani Network, LeT A US State Department report on global terrorism has acknowledged that the ongoing military
N AT ETA offensive in North Waziristan and Khyber Agency has severely dented al Qaeda’s presence in

offensive: US report
The Express Tribune, June 21,
2015

South Asia. “Al Qaeda’s presence in the [South Asia] region continued to face pressure from
international, Afghan and Pakistani forces, and Pakistan’s ongoing offensive in the North
Waziristan Agency [has] further degraded the group’s freedom to operate,” stated the Country
Reports on Terrorism 2014, published by the State Department on Friday. “South Asia remained a
frontline in the battle against terrorism [in 2014]... [But] pressure on al Qaeda’s traditional safe
haven has constrained its leadership’s capability to communicate effectively with affiliate groups
outside of South Asia,” it said. The report noted that Pakistan’s military conducted ‘significant
counter-terrorism operations’ in North Waziristan and Khyber Agency, while the country’s law
enforcement and security agencies carried out raids in the country’s provinces. “Security forces
intercepted large stockpiles of weapons and explosives, and discovered bomb-making facilities
and sophisticated telecommunication networks,” it said.

Even so, some groups continued to find space to orchestrate and launch attacks into Afghanistan
and against minorities in Pakistan, the report pointed out. It said that while operations carried out
by Pakistan’s military and security forces disrupted the actions of many militant outfits in the
country, groups like the Afghan Taliban, the Haggani Network and Lashkar-e-Taiba were spared
by the offensive. And while it acknowledged Pakistan as a critical counter-terrorism partner of the
US, the report noted that cooperation in this regard between Islamabad and Washington in 2014
had been ‘mixed’. “Pakistan continued to deny visas for trainers focused on law enforcement and
civilian counter-terrorism assistance,” it said. The report also stressed the need for improvement in
Pakistan’s national security and law enforcement infrastructure. It said that while the government
rolled out many counter-terrorism plans, it failed to implement any of them completely.

“Pakistan promulgated a National Internal Security Plan (NISP) in February 2014, but failed to
implement most of initiative. The National Counter Terrorism Authority (Nacta), which was formed
under NISP, remained ineffective throughout the year due to the budgetary and bureaucratic
reasons,” it said. The report lauded the government’'s efforts to reinforce legislation against
terrorism and blamed the judiciary for slow processing of terrorism and other criminal cases. On
the other hand, it lauded the efforts of Federal Bureau of Revenue to counter bulk cash smuggling
and acknowledged the initiatives of Pakistan Customs, which launched the End Use Verification
(EUV) project to facilitate the entry of dual-use chemicals for legitimate purposes, while also
investigating and preventing the entry of chemicals intended for use in IEDs. At the same time, the
report said, there is a need for improvement with respect to kidnapped US citizens.

Karachi in spotlight

The report noted that Karachi continued to suffer from political and ethnic violence by different
groups, including militant organisations, fundamentalist groups, and the militant wings of political
parties. It added that some militant groups had garnered enough momentum to start asserting
control over political parties and criminal gangs operating in the city and other areas in southern
Sindh.

Global ‘terror’ death toll soared in 2014

According to the report, the global death toll from terrorism soared by 81 per cent in 2014 with
more than 1,100 assaults a month. There were 13,463 attacks in 95 countries in 2014 — up by a
third from the year before — with Iraq, Pakistan and Afghanistan bearing the brunt of the violence.
Islamic State (IS) militants carried out the largest number of attacks, unleashing 1,083 assaults last
year. The Taliban were the next most lethal group, with 894 attacks.

Bound at home: Over 150 ISLAMABAD: Around 166 Islamabad residents were put on exit control list (ECL) by the interior
people from twin cities ministry between 2002 and 2014, many of which violate ECL Rules, said an Islamabad Capital
: : Territory (ICT) Administration official. The official said that 166 people were placed on ECL by the
make exit control list - . .
The Express Tribune, June 21 m|_n_|stry from 2002 to I\_/Iarch 2014. Incidentally, many pgople on th_e I|s_t are no longer capable of
2015 ¢ ¢ exiting the country, having died years ago. The official said that the interior ministry recently shared
the list with the ICT Administration and asked them to verify the status of the people on it.
According to the list, available with The Express Tribune, most of the 166 people are from
Islamabad or Rawalpindi, but a few are also from Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Punajb. According to
the official, the ministry shared the list in order to comply with the revised ECL Rules 2010.
According to the rules, people can be placed on the ECL if they are involved in corruption or
misuse of power. Similarly, the ministry put persons involved in other financial crimes such as
embezzlement or institutional fraud, and hardened criminals involved in terrorism, conspiracy and
heinous crimes on the list. Tax defaulters and directors of firms with net liabilities above Rs10
million can also be added to the list.

The official said that most of the people put on the ECL don’t belong there, as their crimes are
essentially family disputes. The official added that the ministry had decided to review ECL rules,
2010 introduced by the Pakistan Peoples Party government. According to him, the ministry had
shared a list of around 8,000 people in the country who were on the list. The official said that the
ministry had already sought input from provincial home departments, the finance ministry, the
State Bank of Pakistan, law ministry, and law enforcement agencies to revamp these laws. A
senior official of the ministry said that the nationwide list includes many recognisable names,
including former president and military chief General (retd) Pervez Musharraf, former prime
minister Raja Pervaiz Ashraf, former envoy to the US Hussain Haqggani, Bhoja Air owner Farooq
Bhoja, former religious affairs minister Hamid Saeed Kazmi, former commerce minister Makhdoom

National
Journalists
Forum

z ©2015 www.alhasan.com 4%
v




National Action Plan
plugged terror funding:
Bajwa

The Express Tribune, June 20,
2015

Mosques, seminaries: City
admin forms teams to

stem illegal expansion
The Express Tribune, June 20,
2015

Terrorists and their
financiers to face justice:

army chief
Daily Dawn, June 20, 2015

Comparing figures: More
people killed by law

4% 02015 www.alhasan.com
v

(.2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

Amin Fahim, former PM Yousaf Raza Gilani’s son Ali Musa Gilani, and former federal secretary
Ahmed Lehri.

NEWS DESK: The director general of the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), Maj-Gen Asim
Saleem Bajwa, said the National Action Plan (NAP) was proving effective in cutting the funding of
terrorist groups operating in the country. “One of the biggest achievements of the plan was the
physical operations in FATA [Federally Administered Tribal Areas], intelligence-based operations
and choking of the funding of terrorist groups,” he told a Russian magazine Sputnik. He noted that
while some parts of the NAP have already been initiated, other aspects require more time due to
political challenges.

The NAP was introduced following the December 16, 2014 deadly terror rampage at the Army
Public School in Peshawar that killed over 150 students and staff. The same month the
government also lifted its death penalty moratorium for those convicted of terrorism. In 2015, the
government established the NAP to crack down on terrorism and to supplement the ongoing anti-
terrorist offensive with long-term measures against extremism. The NAP includes terrorism funding
prevention measures, reforms in the criminal justice sector and the build-up of law enforcement
agencies’ capacity.

ISLAMABAD: The Interior Ministry, after failing to take action against illegal mosques and
seminaries operating in the capital, has ordered the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT)
Administration to stem their further growth. An official at the ICT Administration told The Express
Tribune that special teams have been formed to keep a check on illegal growth of mosques,
imambargahs and seminaries in urban and rural areas of the federal capital. The official said the
teams have been formed on the directives of the ministry, which has issued strict orders to the ICT
Administration to stop the expansion of illegal mosques and seminaries in Islamabad. The official
said the ICT Administration recently held a meeting, chaired by Additional Deputy Commissioner
(East), Abdul Sattar Essani, with officials of the Capital Development Authority, the Augaf
Department and Islamabad Police to implement the plan. “No one will be allowed to construct a
mosque, a seminary or an imambargah illegally on a state property,” said the official, who had
attended the meeting, while wishing not to be named.

According to him, the officials of the three departments agreed to work together to put a ban on the
illegal practice. He said that the CDA put in place a robust regime to protect its land, which in the
past has been occupied for such purposes. The officials of the three departments also agreed to
hold a monthly meeting to review progress on the issue. During the meeting, the CDA officials also
shared a survey report which it had conducted recently on the directives of the interior ministry.
The official said that according to the survey, of the total 492 mosques within the municipal limits of
the CDA, 233 mosques were operating illegally. The CDA officials told the meeting that these
illegal mosques have been built on state land along seasonal streams, along major roads, on
private land and the CDA-owned land. According to CDA officials, of these illegal mosques, 131
belong to the Barelvi school of thought, 88 belong to Deobandis, nine belong to Ahle Hadith, four
belong to Figh-e-Jaafria and one is run by the Jamatud Dawa.

Another official of the ICT Administration said that special branch and security agencies have also
shared their survey reports but they contradict each other in terms of number. The official said that
in rural areas revenue officers, secretaries of union councils and police will monitor illegal
constructions regularly and submit reports to the ICT Administration for further share with interior
ministry to taking action. When contacted, Essani confirmed that a special meeting was held
recently and it has been decided to stop growth of illegal constructions on state property. He said
that teams have been bound to monitor such illegal activities. “The administration will demolish
construction of mosques, imambarghas, seminaries, churches if they are found to be built illegally,”
he added.

LANDI KOTAL: Army Chief Gen Raheel Sharif has said that all terrorists and their facilitators,
abettors and financiers will soon be apprehended and brought to justice. During a visit to the front
positions of security forces in Tirah valley on Friday, he said terrorists’ strongholds in the agency
had been reduced and now the fight was in progress in the remaining few pockets, close to the
Pakistan-Afghan border. The noose, he added, had been tightened around terrorists and they
would not be allowed to regroup. The army chief said the area where the operation was being
carried out was heavily infested with IEDs, mostly of foreign make. After the North Waziristan
Agency, terrorists in Khyber Agency are also using the most rugged terrain as their strongholds.
Gen Raheel Sharif spent the entire day with troops and met tribal elders before visiting Jawaro, an
area near the Afghan border, to review the progress of operation in its concluding phase.

He praised the troops for their professional commitment and sacrifices rendered to restore peace
and normality in the troubled Khyber Agency. On his arrival in the agency, the army chief was
received by Corps Commander 11 Corps Lt Gen Hidayatur Rehman. He also visited a de-
radicalisation centre in Bara, where tribesmen who surrendered during the Operation Khyber are
getting education and vocational training. The army chief praised tribal people for their support to
the campaign to cleanse the agency of terrorists and for their resolve not to allow terrorists to
return to the area. He paid rich tributes to troops and tribal people who sacrificed their lives and
those who were wounded.

AIR STRIKES: Meanwhile, at least 20 suspected militants were killed and 18 others injured in air
strikes on Friday. The Inter-Services Public Relations said in a statement that Air Force planes
pounded militant hideouts in different parts of Tirah valley in the morning, kiling at least 20
militants. It claimed that some important militant commanders and foreigners were among the
dead.

KARACHI: While the city has seen a 32 per cent decline in killings in the first five months of this
year as compared to the corresponding period from 2014, more people are now dying at the hands
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enforcers than target of the law enforcement agencies than by target killers in Karachi. These findings were revealed in
killers, HRCP report a report by the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP). According to the five-monthly

¢ report, 255 people have been killed in encounters by the law enforcement agencies from January,
2015, to May, 2015. Of these, 217 were killed in police encounters while the remaining 38 in
paramilitary encounters. Another person was killed due to police torture. Nida Tanweer, a
representative of HRCP, has compiled the report. Saying that targeted killings have reduced while
encounters have gone up, she was of the view that police encounters are wrong. “No one has the
right to kill anyone,” she said. “The criminals should be caught and presented in the court.”

The Express Tribune, June 20,
2015

This year v/s last year

According to the report, around 876 people were killed or died in various incidents in Karachi from
January, 2015, to May, 2015. In contrast, the number was 1,286 during the same period in 2014.
In the past five months, 108 persons who had no political affiliation became victims of targeted
killings. This number was 339 during January and May last year. However, sectarian killings saw
an increase with 68 killings this year as compared to 59 of last year. May was the deadliest month
due to the Safoora carnage. Forty-eight people became victims of sectarian attacks during this
month alone. Thirty-two political activists were gunned down while another 21 were abducted and
killed. The report this time includes a new category of killings of social activists and human rights
defenders. In the past five months, two of them have died — one of them was Sabeen Mahmud, the
director of The Second Floor. Around 79 dead bodies were found as compared to last year’s figure
of 177.

There has been an increase in killings of members of banned ouffits, with 47 having been killed
this year as compared to last year's 15. Meanwhile, killings of police officers continued with 49
police officers having been gunned down along with four Rangers and soldiers. Sixty-two
policemen were killed last year. Another 28 people were killed by robbers while 46 were killed over
enmity. Killings of children have also seen a considerable decline. From January to May last year,
48 children were killed or died. This year, the number has come down to 13. Similarly, crimes
against women have also gone down, from 82 to 38 killings. Other reasons in the report for violent
deaths included 12 people being killed by stray bullets, 18 men killed by toxic liquor and another 18
killed on railway tracks.

Security beefed up for LAHORE: The Police Department has requested the provincial government and private companies
foreigners in the city to report to the police information about all foreigners employed with them in the city. In a directive
The Express Tribune, June 20, issued on Friday, the Foreigners Branch at the Capital City Police Office has been asked to
2015 regularly update its record of foreigners entering and leaving the city. The branch has also been
directed to stay in contact with officials deputed with foreigners for their security. The protocol
director general will report to the police about foreigners present in the city to work for various
provincial government projects.Talking to The Express Tribune, Investigation DIG Rana Ayyaz
Saleem said a comprehensive security plan had been devised for foreigners in view of recent
terrorism incidents. He said the number of officials assigned security duties at their residences as
well as workplaces had been increased.

Security for mosques, imambargahs

Strict security arrangements were made at major mosques and imambargahs across the city
during Friday prayers. Walkthrough gates were installed at the entrances to check people entering
the premises. The entrances were also guarded by snipers. Investigation DIG Rana Ayyaz Saleem
told The Express Tribune that the investigation and operations wings of the police were working
together to ensure foolproof security arrangements in the city during Ramazan. He said a plan had
been developed for security arrangements for the month and officials warned that negligent
behaviour would not be tolerated. CCPO Capt (retd) Amin Wains also directed officials to utilise
the services of volunteers from the beat safety committees if there was a shortage of officials
needed to implement the security plan for mosques and imambargahs. He was speaking at a
meeting to review performance of administrative officers. Badruzzaman, caretaker of the Hajveri
Complex, said also invited to the meeting to deliver a lecture on compassion and good behaviour.

Secu rity arrangements: ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Police have increased patrolling as part of a special security plan for the

Police increase patrolling capital during Ramazan. SSP Operations Sajid Kiani said all police officials would ensure presence

in the capital in their respective areas during Taraweeh hours and monitor the officials deployed at mosques.

The Express Tribune, June 20, Addressing the police employees at National Library on Friday, he said officials of sub-inspector or

2015 ’ ¢ assistant sub-inspector rank would remain present in their respective areas. They will forward
details of the persons they check to the SSP office on a daily basis.

Kiani also directed officials to include Eagles and Falcon squads of Islamabad Police in patrolling
and ensure protection of the lives and property of the citizens. He also directed them to make
patrolling resulted-oriented rather than wasting time and resources on it. The SSP also asked
police officials to do justice with their jobs and accomplish their responsibilities. He directed the
high-ups to ensure welfare of all those policemen performing duties at police pickets in tough
conditions.

Common goal: Afghan ISLAMABAD: A pro-government Afghan newspaper on Thursday published the draft of an
AV LTI AN SR W e [71idl agreement signed recently between Pakistan’s premier intelligence agency and the Afghanistan
of ISI-NDS pact authority for combating common threats on both sides of the border. A memorandum of

understanding (MoU) was signed between the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) and Afghanistan’s
National Directorate of Security (NDS) last month. The Pashto-language Weesa daily claimed it
had received the draft of an 8-point agreement about neutralising common threats, swapping
professional experiences and jointly taking on separatists. The draft agreement identifies terrorism,
extremist outfits, armed groups, separatists and criminals as common threats, adding that both
Islamabad and Kabul will take action on their respective side of the border against armed
opponents.

The Express Tribune, June 20,
2015
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The agreement was signed by Major-General Ahmad Mahmood Hayat, the director general of the
Strategic Intelligence and Analysis of the ISI, and Lt-Gen Hassamud Din Hassam, the first deputy
of Afghanistan’s NDS. The MoU was signed a few days after Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif visited
Kabul where he strongly condemned the Afghan Taliban. Pakistan’s foreign ministry had hailed the
agreement after both the sides officially confirmed its signing. “The MoU signed with Afghanistan
will be helpful in combating terrorism. We are cooperating with Afghanistan in a number of fields
and intelligence is one of them,” the foreign ministry spokesman Qazi Khalilullah said at one of his
weekly briefings.

KHYBER AGENCY: Twenty terrorists including some of their ‘important’ commanders were killed
in precise aerial strikes in the remote areas of Khyber Agency on Friday, ISPR said in a statement.
Further, there were also reports of about 18 terrorists who were injured in the strikes. The strikes
come days after 20 suspected militants were killed in North Waziristan Agency near the Pak-
Afghan border last week. As security forces conducted the strikes, 20 suspected militants were
confirmed dead while several hideouts were also destroyed. The deeply forested areas near the
border are a key smuggling route between Pakistan and Afghanistan, and are dotted with Taliban
bases, used as launch pads for attacks on Pakistani forces.

KARACHI: Karachi’'s corps commander paid what appeared to be a morale-boosting visit to the
Rangers headquarters in the city amid tensions touched off by PPP co-chairman’s recent outburst
against the military generals and his aides’ criticism of the paramilitary force, even as the ruling
party of Sindh seemed slipping further into difficulty as an anti-terrorism court heard that 70% of
the black money was siphoned off to the Bilawal House. Karachi Corps Commander Lt-Gen
Naveed Mukhtar appreciated the efforts of the Rangers for restoring law and order in Karachi.
During his visit to the Rangers Sindh headquarters in the metropolitan city, Lt-Gen Mukhtar was
briefed on the overall law and order situation. Issues related to the ongoing crackdown on criminals
among other matters were also discussed. The corps commander was also briefed on the security
arrangements made for the holy month of Ramazan that starts on Friday (today). He was received
by Rangers Sindh Director-General Maj-Gen Bilal Akbar on his arrival at the Rangers HQ. They
laid floral wreaths on the memorial of the fallen soldiers of the paramilitary force and offered
Fateha.

Fishermen’s society

Sultan Qamar Siddiqui, the vice-chairman of the Fishermen’s Cooperative Society (FCS), was
remanded to Rangers’ custody for 90 days. He was brought to an anti-terrorism court amid tight
security. Rangers’ counsel told the court that the accused was booked for extortion, targeted
killings, corruption, arms smuggling, and aiding and abetting terrorists. He said the accused had
admitted that 70% of the black money was forwarded to the Bilawal House, adding that his brother
was involved in the Safoora carnage. Siddiqui had been arrested from Gulistan-e-Jauhar a day
earlier. Meanwhile, according to sources, Rangers raided the office of the FCS and detained two
more directors, Rana Shahid and Muhammad Khan Chachar. They are accused of corruption,
ghost employment and usurping money. The Rangers spokesman, however, refused to confirm
the report.

Education officials

Malir Magistrate Muhammad Ali Memon granted physical remand of seven officials of the Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation’s education department to the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) until
June 22. The FIA had arrested director Mansoor Mirza, former director Muhammad Amin, deputy
director Raziuddin, assistant director Muhammad Mazhar, clerk Hasan Ahmed, Naveed James
and bank officer Aleem Qadri over suspicions of opening bank accounts of ghost employees and
transferring tens of millions of rupees in salaries and other benefits to these accounts.

Mumtaz Ali Zardari

The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) arrested former Sajawal town municipal officer Mumtaz
Ali Zardari on charges of embezzlement of more than Rs100 million. According to the NAB
investigation, Zardari misused his authority to draw many cheques and paid huge sums to phony
contractors. He is also said to have paid ghost employees and engage in fake purchases. NAB
said all the development schemes were limited to documents only.

Muhammad Ali Sheikh

Law enforcers arrested one Muhammad Ali Sheikh from the Karachi airport and shifted him to an
undisclosed location for questioning. None of the law enforcement agencies confirmed the arrest.

MOSCOW: A source in the Russian system of military and technical cooperation revealed that
a draft contract has been delivered from Russia to Pakistan for the dispatch of four Mil Mi-
35M (NATO reporting name: Hind E) combat helicopters, according to a report published on TASS.
Russia’s state arms exporter Rosoboronexport, said that talks pertaining to the delivery of
helicopters were under way with the Pakistani side. However, declined to disclose the details of
these consultations. “Following the results of the talks held earlier on helicopters, which Pakistan
would like to get from Russia, a draft contract on the delivery of four Mi-35M gunships has been
sent to the Pakistani side. Pakistan is now studying the document,” the source said.

Just last year, Russia’s Rostec hi-tech corporation CEO Sergey Chemezov announced that Russia
had lifted its embargo on the delivery of armaments and military hardware to Pakistan and was
holding negotiations on the delivery of helicopters to the country. Russia’s Foreign Ministry later
announced that the sides were negotiating the delivery of a batch of Mi-35 helicopters. Pakistan
currently has several Mi-17 helicopters transferred by the United States as assistance in the fight
against militants. The Mi-35M is a profoundly modernised version of the Mi-24 (Hind) attack
helicopter with new avionics and onboard equipment, a different tail rotor and a more powerful

engine.
4

National
Journalists
Forum




<2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

Pakistan among world's
top hosts for refugees:
report

The Express Tribune, June 18,
2015

Military court sentences:
SC seeks case record of

six convicts
The Express Tribune, June 17,
2015

National
Journalists
Forum

¢

12

GENEVA: Pakistan has been mentioned in a United Nations report as hosting the second largest
number of refugees in the world, 1.51 million, as conflicts and violence took the number of people
forced to flee their homes, to a soaring 60 million. That is 8.3 million more refugees and internally
displaced people (IDPs) in the world than in 2013 — the highest-ever increase in a single year, the
UN refugee agency said in a report titled “World at War”. At the end of 2014, the world’s top host
for refugees was Turkey, sheltering 1.59 million people, followed by Pakistan (1.51 million) and
Lebanon (1.15 million). “We are witnessing a paradigm change, an unchecked slide into an era in
which the scale of global forced displacement as well as the response required is now clearly
dwarfing anything seen before,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees Antonio Guterres told
reporters ahead of the launch of UNHCR’s annual report. A whopping 59.5 million individuals were
displaced from their homes worldwide at the end of 2014, “as a result of persecution, conflict,
generalised violence, or human rights violations”, the report showed. That is up from 51.2 million in
2013 and from 37.5 million a decade ago, and if these people were lumped together as a nation, it
would be the world’s 24th largest.

Of the total, 19.5 million were refugees, 1.8 million were asylum seekers and 38.2 million had fled
their homes but stayed in their country, the report said. More than half of the world’s refugees are
children, up from 41 percent in 2009, while the total number of people who fled their homes has
spiked by 40 percent in just three years. “Things... are getting out of control simply because the
world seems to be at war,” Guterres said, stressing that the conflicts in Syria and Iraq alone had
forced 15 million people to flee their homes. But they are far from the only conflicts forcing people
to seek safe haven. In the last five years, at least 14 conflicts have erupted or resumed worldwide
— more than half of them in Africa. “We do not have the capacity, the resources for all victims of
conflicts. We are no longer able to pick up the pieces,” the commissioner said, adding that
“impunity and unpredictability” in war seem to have become “the name of the game”. Guterres
meanwhile urged European countries “to keep the borders open”. “In Europe, more than 219,000
refugees and migrants crossed the Mediterranean Sea during 2014. That's almost three times the
previously known high of about 70,000, which took place in 2011,” the report said.

Despite fears expressed in European countries and other wealthy nations over the growing
refugee and migrant influx, the report showed that developing countries are hosting a full 86
percent of all those who had fled war or persecution in their countries. The number of Syrian
refugees taking shelter in Turkey has further risen this year to more than 1.7 million, according to
the latest UN data, since war broke out in Syria in 2011. The report said continued turmoil in parts
of North Africa following the Arab Spring uprisings that toppled several dictators saw huge
numbers risking dangerous Mediterranean crossings to get to Europe. “UNHCR has received
information of over 3,500 women, men and children reported dead or missing in the Mediterranean
Sea during the year, clearly demonstrating how dangerous and unpredictable this situation has
become,” it said.

The Ukraine conflict meanwhile led the number of refugees in Russia to rise to 231,800 by the year
end, up from 3,400 only 12 months earlier. Ukrainians constituted 98 percent of all refugees in
Russia. In sub-Saharan Africa, the number of refugees increased for the fifth consecutive year,
standing at 3.7 million in 2014, some 759,000 more than a year ago. Guterres appealed to the
world to loosen its purse strings and provide shelter to those fleeing wars and persecution. “For an
age of unprecedented mass displacement, we need an unprecedented humanitarian response and
a renewed global commitment to tolerance and protection for people fleeing conflict and
persecution,” he said. Facing a massive influx of vulnerable migrants and refugees risking their
lives to reach Europe by sea, Europe has so far failed to agree on how to deal with the thousands
of new arrivals.

ISLAMABAD: The top court has sought the case record of six militants sentenced to death by
military courts — a month after issuing a stay order against their execution. The Supreme Court
judges expressed their intention to examine the trial proceedings of the six convicts while hearing
petitions against the 21st constitutional amendment on Tuesday. Justice Asif Saeed Khosa asked
Attorney General (AGP) Salman Aslam Butt if he could provide the record for examination of the
entire trial process at the military court. The AGP responded the procedure about the military
courts’ functioning had been already submitted in the apex court. However, Justice Qazi Faez Isa
replied the judges could not find that record. Another senior law officer observed it was difficult for
the federal government to provide the whole record to the apex court. Justice Khosa had earlier
observed that reportedly the death sentences awarded by military courts were approved by the
Chief of Army Staff. Though the appeal before the appellate forum was provided in the army act,
how could army officers sitting in the appellate go against the COAS, he questioned.

He said it was wrong to blame the judiciary regarding the prosecution of terrorists, adding a parallel
judiciary had been formed on the basis of the Peshawar school attack. Chief Justice Nasirul Mulk,
who heads the 17-member full bench, questioned whether or not the 21st amendment had given
protection to the military courts. Hamid Khan, appearing on behalf of the Lahore High Court Bar
Association (LHCBA), argued the military courts were required to meet the minimum standards,
which were not provided in the amendment. He contended if the court accepts the military court,
even then it has to see the minimum standards of fair trial are followed. There can’t be a separate
system of courts as the constitution does not allow parallel courts, he added. Justice Saqgib Nisar
commented that in view of the security situation in the country, Operation Zarb-e-Azb was
launched and people were killed and the soldiers martyred and some people were arrested. He
questioned if those arrested people were tried in the court, then who would testify against them.
“What is the solution?” he asked, adding if those killed in the operation were really enemy
combatants.

Justice Khosa said it was decided to establish special courts led by army officers but the executive
went beyond its mandate. LHCBA’s Khan contended that arresting criminals, investigation and
their prosecution was the duty of the executive and if it does not perform them, then it could not
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blame the judiciary. The counsel termed the 21st Amendment a “reactive” law. He argued that
fundamental rights could not exist if there were no independent courts. Hamid Khan said serving
army officers could not adjudicate the cases independently. Formation of military courts was
agreed by political parties under the revised anti-terror policy, National Action Plan, formulated in
December 2014 after the Peshawar school massacre. Parliament amended the constitution and
the army act to establish military courts for a period of two years.

PESHAWAR: Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa'’s first batch of women commandos from Nowshera Elite Force
Training School is now ready to take on enemies of the state. Almost six months ago, the decision
to set-up the province’s first women’s special operations force met with wide acclaim. Since then,
35 officers underwent rigorous training regimes in urban warfare. Chief Minister Pervez Khattak
and IGP Nasir Durrani on Tuesday attended the batch’s passing out parade. Looking comfortable
in the squad attire which includes a paratrooper jacket, Saadia said her resolve remained
unshaken over the last six months. “It is time we stand shoulder to shoulder with our male
counterparts to counter militancy,” she told Express News. Commando Fauzia echoed similar
sentiments. “We are capable of handling any untoward situation. Our training has enabled us to
tackle all forms of combat scenarios.” The 11th Elite Force squad comprises cops hailing from
different parts of the province, including Peshawar, Mardan and Abbottabad. Khattak expressed
profound delight over the graduation and in his address and press talk he termed the induction
critical to the government’s resolve against militancy.

“The determination of these officers is inspiring,” he said. He announced a pay raise and different
perks for the newly-trained commandoes — an additional stipend of Rs. 3,000 per month along with
a Rs.15,000 special combat allowance. Talking on the occasion, the IGP said the capability of the
squad was not open to debate. “I am hopeful they will perform really well in live operations.”
Durrani said it is the effort of the unsung police force that the province has seen a 55% decline in
acts of violence and terror over the past one year. “These commandos will be handed various
assignments and will be posted across the province,” he said, adding at the time of need they can
be summoned to any district.

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on Tuesday expressed its intention to examine record of the
trial of six convicts awarded death penalty by military courts. During the hearing of the 18th and
21st Constitutional Amendment case, Justice Asif Saeed Khosa asked the Attorney General for
Pakistan (AGP) Salman Butt if he could provide the case record of six convicts for examination of
the entire process of trial by the military court. Responding to the Justice Khosa’s request, AGP
Butt said the procedure regarding the functioning of military courts was already submitted in the
apex court. However, Justice Qazi Faez Isah observed they could not find that record. Earlier,
Justice Khosa remarked that though the army chief endorsed the conviction, the appeals of the
convicts were still pending. He questioned that if the superior officer endorsed the conviction then
how his juniors could go against his verdict, and asked if anyone was involved in terror activities
who were supposed to punish him, executive or judiciary?

Justice Khosa said the blame was wrongly placed on judiciary with regard to the establishment of
military courts, adding that parallel judiciary was formed due to the December 16 Peshawar attack.
Meanwhile, Justice Ejaz Afzal Khan said the parliament was given unfettered power to legislate on
any issue under Article 239 of the Constitution while on the other side, could be made against the
violation of fundamental rights in view of Article 8 of the Constitution. The Chief Justice Nasirul
Mulk also questioned if the 21st Amendment had successfully given protection to military courts.
Earlier on April 16, the Supreme Court had stayed execution of six militants on terror charges
awarded by military courts. The Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA) had requested the top
court to pass an interim order staying execution of the condemned prisoners.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan pledged to crack down on religious seminaries suspected of fostering
extremism following the Peshawar school attack in December that left more than 130 children
dead, but the move faces stiff resistance from conservatives. Amid a wave of outrage after the
attack at the school in the Peshawar, the government announced a “National Action Plan” to fight
back against the militants. A six-year moratorium on the death penalty was lifted and the
constitution was amended to allow military courts to try those accused of carrying out attacks “in
the name of religion or a sect”. The plan also included proposals to keep a closer watch on the
country’s 13,000 Islamic seminaries, or madrassas, 97 per cent of which are privately run. With
little oversight of what was being taught to the 1.8 children enrolled in them, fears grew after
Peshawar that some were breeding grounds for intolerance — or even extremism. Every evening
the leafy streets of one of Islamabad’s most exclusive quarters throng with young men in white
shalwar kameez and prayer caps.

They are students of the Jamia Faridia madrassa, tucked among the upmarket homes of diplomats
and wealthy Pakistanis. It is run by Maulana Abdul Aziz, the cleric of the hardline Red Mosque,
which in 2007 was the scene of a week-long military siege against radicals which left more than
100 people dead and led to the rise of the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). Aziz is well known
for his controversial views, including praising the Islamic State group and saying the Pakistani
military’s fight against the TTP was “un-Islamic”. Last year the Red Mosque’s madrassa for girls
renamed its library in honour of slain al Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden. Habib Ullah, a Jamia
Faridia student, says bin Laden is his hero and has strong views on Shia Muslims, who form a
minority of about 20 per cent of the Pakistani population, which is mostly Sunni Muslim. “They are
not Muslims and they should be converted to Islam,” the 12-year-old told AFP. In his home village
in the northern district of Kohistan, the cleric used to say that killing one Shia would bring you 70
steps closer to heaven. That is a startling view for any child to hold, but particularly in a country
where sectarian violence — mostly targeting Shias — is on the rise.

But the government’s efforts to rein in madrassas have prompted anger from many clerics, who
accuse the authorities of maligning religious leaders in a bid to build an “anti-Islamic narrative”.
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“The term religion and sect have been used in the... constitutional amendment, which makes it
biased,” said Abdul Qudus, spokesperson for Wafaqg-ul-Madaris al-Arabia, the country’s largest
grouping of madrassas. “We are quite sure that the government wants to target religious
institutions, but we won't let it happen,” he said. Information Minister Pervez Rashid felt the force of
the clerics’ influence last month after he called madrassas “universities of illiteracy and ignorance”.
Banners appeared overnight all over Islamabad condemning him and he was forced to apologise
on television. There is also the question of possible resistance from Pakistan’s wealthy friends in
the Gulf. In January, a Senate committee heard that seminaries were receiving funding from
Middle Eastern countries including Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Qatar. The last time Pakistan tried to
regulate madrassas, under military ruler Pervez Musharraf, Gulf countries — particularly Saudi
Arabia — leaned on Islamabad to persuade it not to push too hard on the curriculum, according to
a senior official.

After Peshawar, however, Pakistani media and government ministers began publicly questioning
whether financial support from Saudi Arabia for madrassas was fuelling violent extremism, a rare
moment of discord between the longstanding allies. The Saudi embassy issued a statement saying
all its donations to seminaries had government clearance, but much of the funding is thought to
come through informal channels. “Madrassas have special representatives who travel across the
Arab world and African countries... and those who have access to Europe, they collect the money
themselves from Muslim communities there,” Amir Rana, the director of think tank the Pakistan
Institute for Peace Studies, told AFP. “This is a grey area which is difficult to monitor.” A senior
government official who asked not be named said an estimated 70 million rupees was illegally
transferred from two Gulf countries in the space of two months this year after visits by religious
leaders. Pakistan is a deeply religious society and, despite misgivings about madrassas, clergy are
generally well respected.

Overcoming resistance from them will take political will and determination, which Rana said he
doubts the government can muster. “They (the government) have political interests and they are
well aware of the street power of the clergy and their hold on society,” he said. Pakistan underwent
a “programme of Islamisation” under military ruler Zia-ul-Haq in the 1980s and successive
governments have sought to make capital from religion. The government has sought help from
religious leaders to persuade parents to immunise children against polio and used mosques and
seminaries to build a narrative of patriotism. Moreover, madrassas remain popular with the poor for
financial and social reasons, as well as religion. For many less well-off families, madrassas offer a
cheap way to deal with their numerous children. Unlike many schools, madrassas do not charge
fees, and on top of teaching pupils, they also house, clothe and feed them. In addition, a madrassa
education can offer social prestige that in Pakistan’s deeply religious society, secular schooling
cannot match. A boy from a poor family who trains long enough to become a mullah brings respect
for his whole family — and the chance to open his own mosque.

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly on Monday passed a resolution extending the Pakistan
Army Act 2015 by another 120 days. Defence Minister Khawaja Asif presented the bill which was
tabled in NA today. Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) MNAs opposed the resolution and
aggressively protested while standing from their seats in assembly. Khawaja Asif responded to the
protests by saying that those who are opposing the ordinance are scared that their wrong doings
will be exposed. Speaking outside the assembly, MQM MNA Igbal Qadri said that it is obligatory
that the reason for the extension in the Army Act is provided.

KARACHI: With threats of terrorist attacks looming on prisons of Sindh, especially Karachi Central
Jail, the prison department plans to spend Rs52 million on the installation of cameras and jammers
across all prisons in the province. The prison department managed to complete several of its
schemes proposed last year and it plans to work on better security measures this year with the
allocated budget. For fiscal year 2015-2016, it will be given Rs3.04 billion to spend. The original
budget allocated for the outgoing fiscal year was Rs2.61 billion but the prison department
exceeded its expenditures. Upholding tradition, this budget too allocated more money to non-
development expenditures as compared to development projects. For the 27 jails in the province,
the annual development programme (ADP) has been divided into two parts — Rs531 million for
building and premises and Rs52 million for IT schemes, which includes the installation of jammers,
security cameras, etc. The development budget for prisons for 2015-2016 has seen a decrease.
Last year, the ADP allocated Rs695 million for building and premises and Rs135 million for IT
schemes.

Enhancing security

After the successful conversion of Karachi jail into a fortress with a bomb-proof external wall in the
making, CCTV cameras installed around the vicinity, check points formed and mobile phone
jammers installed, the authorities plan to continue such security measures across all jails. The
upcoming fiscal year will see security cameras being installed in the Sukkur and Larkana jails.
Since the moratorium on capital punishment has been lifted, the budget also includes an allocation
to establish condemned cells inside Karachi Central Jail. Along with carrying out construction and
renovation of district jails in Sindh, the prison department has proposed the extension of the walls
of the Malir district jail by next year. The construction of judicial lockups will also take place across
the province, along with the construction of DIG offices. The budget also includes a project to
construct meeting rooms for conjugal visits in all central and district jails across Sindh by June
2016.

New schemes

The prison department proposed new schemes, such as the construction of a filter plant at
Shaheed Benazirabad district jail. The budget also proposed security measures for the Malir jail.
Money has been allocated for providing and fixing heavy grills on the doors, windows and
ventilators by next June.
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STOCKHOLM: The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute reported Monday that
nuclear states — including Pakistan and India — continue to upgrade their stockpiles despite an
international trend towards disarmament. Between 2010 and 2015, the number of warheads fell
from 22,600 to 15,850 according to the institute's annual disarmament report which said that US
and Russia represented the bulk of the reduction. The institute also pointed to “extensive and
expensive long-term modernisation programmes” in the world's two largest nuclear powers which
account for 90 per cent of the weapons. “Despite renewed international interest in prioritising
nuclear disarmament, the modernisation programmes underway in the nuclear weapon-possessing
states suggests that none of them will give up their nuclear arsenals in the foreseeable future,”
SIPRI researcher Shannon Kile said in a statement. The other three nuclear armed states legally
recognised by the 1968 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, China (260 warheads), France (300
warheads), Britain (215 warheads) — are “either developing or deploying new nuclear weapon
systems or have announced their intention to do so” according to the Stockholm-based peace
institute. China was the only state among the five global nuclear powers to have a “modest”
increase in the size of its arsenal.

While the remaining nuclear states — India (90 to 100 warheads), Pakistan (100 to 120 warheads)
and Israel (80 warheads) — have considerably smaller stockpiles. India and Pakistan continue to
increase their arsenals while Israel has tested long-range ballistic missiles. North Korea is believed
to be developing its arsenal of six to eight warheads but SIPRI said “technical progress” was
difficult to assess. Reliable information on nuclear stockpiles varied greatly between states with the
US getting top marks for transparency in the report, while Britain and France were more restrictive
and Russia divulged nothing officially, except in bilateral contacts with the US. In Asia, China
revealed little about its arsenal and the only information made public by nuclear rivals India and
Pakistan was announcements of missile tests. The five nuclear powers and members of the UN
Security Council — US, Russia, China, Britain and France, along with Germany, are in ongoing
talks with Iran to persuade the Islamic Republic not to develop nuclear weapons in exchange for
the lifting of international sanctions.

PARIS: After high expectations for a deal to pull through, Pakistan was successful in securing its
first ever export order for its JF-17 Thunder fighter on Monday at the first day of the International
Paris Air Show. Air Commodore and Pakistan Air Force officer dealing in sales and marketing,
Khalid Mahmood said “A contract has been signed with an Asian country.” However the name of
the country was not disclosed and deliveries are likely to begin in 2017. The report added that 80
people were promoting the JF-17 in Paris this year, reflecting a significant marketing push. Due to
security concerns and client sensitivities, Mahmood chose not to specify the name of the customer
and the number of aircraft it will obtain from Pakistan. Further, speaking to AFP from the Paris Air
Show by phone, Air Commodore Syed Muhammad Ali said an order for the plane had been
finalised but declined to give details. “That’s the case, we've finalised the order,” he said, citing
sensitivities for not naming the client, the number of aircraft or the date of delivery. Mahmood
further stated that the sales for the JF-17 had been delayed due to the political turmoil in numerous
countries in the Middle East. Having brought three aircraft to the show this year, one of them will
make its flying debut.

Commenting on the success of the show, Mahmood said the choice of venue in terms of meeting
prospective customers from French speaking countries is a good one. Analysts believe the major
selling point of the JF-17 is its cost, which is likely to be substantially less than the $16-18 million
cost of an US-made F-16. The latest models of the jets, which are locally produced in cooperation
with China, are lightweight multi-role aircraft capable of Mach 2.0 (twice the speed of sound) with
an operational ceiling of 55,000 feet. With a total 11 countries including Pakistan, China also
markets the aircraft. Updating the guests and media on Pakistan’s induction of the type, he
claimed that a total of 54 examples of JF-17 have been delivered till date. Out of which the first 50
were delivered in a Block | configuration and an update of these to a Block Il standard is underway.
The Block Il configuration features improved avionics and better software, and adds a fixed air-to-
air refuelling probe. The JF-17 is powered by a single Klimov RD-93 engine.

An addition of Block Il configuration with 50 aircraft and 46 aircraft delivered in the Block Il
configuration is expected to push Pakistan’s fleet to 150 examples, aiming to be delivered by the
end of 2018. “Though the aircraft's developers are still working out the specifications of the Block
11l aircraft, upgrades are likely to include an active electronically scanned array (AESA) or Passive
electronically scanned array (PESA) radar”, Mahmood said. Further, the configuration could also
include an infrared search and track (IRST) sensor, stations under the forward fuselage for various
pods, and expanded precision weapons capabilities. With the aim to serve mainly as a trainer, a
two-seat variant is also planned by the developers. Pakistan produces 58% of the airframe and
China 42%. Pakistan was eager to secure its first-ever order for the JF-17 at the international
event as Canada’s Bombardier is particularly hungry for sales, after its new C Series aircraft
struggled through development delays and difficult market conditions.

Airbus has also confirmed it will display its A400M military transport plane for the first time since a
fatal crash in Spain last month caused by a massive engine failure. With air passenger numbers
set to double to six billion annually by 2030, the world’s premier air show in Paris will next week
focus on green issues even as the aircraft sales war remains centre stage. The Paris Air Show
brings together some 315,000 visitors and 2,260 exhibitors from 47 countries, with much of the
attention focused on which big manufacturers, particularly Airbus and Boeing, will land the most
orders. Pakistan’s large and well-funded military has long been a major importer of defence
equipment, particularly from China. The Paris Air show runs from June 15 to 21, with the final three
days open to the public.
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ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) administration has decided not to open the city’s
sole Ramazan bazaar in Sector G-7 due to security reasons, but the decision has left consumers at
the mercy of the open market, where prices of most commodities rose manifold over the past two
days.Taking advantage of the situation, profiteers have raised the prices of the most sought after
dairy products, fruit and vegetables by Rs50 to Rs70 per kg in just the last week.“Food prices
increase every Ramazan, but this year has been too much. Sindhri and Dusari mangoes were
available for Rs120 around a week ago and Rs150 the day before Ramazan at the same shop, But
on Friday, presumably the same stock was being sold at Rs170,” Asmat Zehra told Dawn.The
situation is no different for other fruits such as bananas, melons, as well as the most sought after
food item the year round — tomatoes.A visit to Aabpara Market gave the impression as if there was
no price control authority in the city. On Saturday morning, Sindhri mangoes were being sold for
Rs200 per kg, while the same vendor asked for Rs220 for the same lot on Saturday evening, on the
grounds that rates have increased in the wholesale market in Multan. Traditionally, the ICT
administration establishes sasta bazaars in the city to defeat market forces that routinely hike prices
to take advantage of the high demand in Ramazan. The sasta bazaars have been a regular fixture in
the city for decades now, but advisories from security agencies have kept them from being
established this year.“ICT wanted the bazaar, but stakeholders did not extend the required support,”
said ICT Assistant Commissioner Abdur Sattar Essani. Sasta bazaar falls prey to security concerns,
weekly bazaars last bastion of fairly-priced edibles. While he did not specify who these stakeholders
were, a senior Islamabad police official said security agencies had issued clear warning that such
activities should be avoided.However, the Capital Development Authority’s (CDA) weekly bazaars on
Tuesday, Friday and Sunday are still operating and are the only place where customers can get a
respite from astronomically priced food items.“There was a remarkable difference in prices between
Friday and Saturday mainly because there is a weekly bazaar on Friday, which has comparatively
better rates,” Akthar Hussain told Dawn.The price of tomatoes was around Rs65 per kg on Friday
and reached Rs80 and Rs90 on Saturday, muskmelons were sold at Rs80 per kg on Friday and went
up to Rs100 per kg on Saturday, while bananas were Rs170 per dozen on Friday and went up to
Rs200 per dozen on Saturday.However, the ICT administration claims that monitoring teams were
trying to maintain prices at reasonable level through fines and arrests.“This year we have formed 22
teams with special price magistrates for effective monitoring of prices and 16 shopkeepers were even
booked in this regard,” Mr Essani said, adding, “But there is serious resistance from the market
associations.”

KARACHI: Provincial health authorities on Saturday confirmed the year’s fourth death because of
the dengue virus and identified a teenage girl from Baldia Town as the victim.Officials in the
provincial dengue control and prevention programme said a 15-year-old girl, identified as Areej,
belonging to a family residing in Baldia Town’s Saeedabad neighbourhood was admitted to the Civil
Hospital Karachi early this week in a precarious condition and she died on Friday.Dr Shakeel Aamir
Mullick, who heads the dengue control and prevention programme, said the CHK where the girl died
confirmed the death because of dengue to his department on Saturday.The doctors told the
provincial authorities that they received the girl when the infection had acquired serious complications
causing her death after a couple of days of medication.Officials in the dengue prevention programme
said they were investigating the cause of another death reported in the same hospital as they
suspected the patient was also victim of the deadly virus.According to the data compiled by the
provincial programme, around 600 dengue cases have been reported in Sindh so far this year — a
dominant majority of them from Karachi.Last year, more than 1,295 cases of dengue fever were
reported in Sindh of whom 1,277 victims belonged to Karachi. Some 17 dengue patients died.In
2013, more than 6,000 dengue patients were reported, of whom 32 died. On dengue infection in
children, officials said there was a slight variation in signs and symptoms of dengue in young and
adult victims. They might present with diarrhoea and gastroenteritis with fever, eating disorder and
abdominal pain.

ISLAMABAD - In total disregard to the hard fact that Pakistan is becoming a water-scarcity country,
the government seems least interested in the water projects as despite fulfilling all the conditions set
by the Central Developmental Working Party (CDWP) for building Munda Dam last vyear,
developmental work on the dam could not be started, said official sources on Friday.
Most of the conditions set by the CDWP were addressed but even then the Planning Commission is
not ready to give a green signal to the project and is now raising new issues in the project, the
sources said. Ignoring the bitter reality that Pakistan is facing acute scarcity of water, the federal
government has reduced the allocation for the water projects by a whopping 27 percent in the PSDP
2015-16 while it seems least bothered about the timely completion of major water projects. The
CDWP in its meeting in March 2014 had approved the construction of Munda dam in principle and
set six conditions before embarking on the project. The conditions are; conducting a special audit to
assess legality and transparency of expenditure made by WAPDA, lodging an internal inquiry by a
committee to verify anomalies and fix responsibility, soliciting advice of Ministry of Law, Justice and
Human Rights, certification from WAPDA that findings of ongoing environmental study being
conducted by EU will affect design, certification by WAPDA that there will be no duplication of work
and cost rationalization, the official informed. Munda Dam is a proposed multi-purpose concrete-
faced rock-filled dam located on the Swat River approximately 37 km north of Peshawar and 5 km
upstream of Munda Headworks in Mohmand Agency of Pakistan's Federally Administered Tribal
Areas. The objective of the dam was to generate 740 megawatt power, ensure flood control and
irrigate 15,100 acres of land. The estimated cost of the project is $1.4 billion to be financed by the
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European Union (EU), however, no final agreement has been signed so far and it is allegd the
government is evincing more interest in projects of political gains. The European Union has rejected
the design of the project on grounds that in the event of 30 per cent more flooding compared to
floods of 2010, the structure of the dam will be impacted.

The PC-II for detailed engineering design and document was approved by the CDWP in August 2001
but after the lapse of 14 years the Planning Commission still roams around the paper work of the
project. Earlier the Planning Commission had accused Water and Power Development Authority
(Wapda) of corruption of Rs400 million in Munda Dam project and suggested that the case should be
referred to investigation agencies for action against responsible officials. The Australian company
SMEC has conducted the detailed survey of Probable Maximum Flood (PMF) of the Munda Dam but
the study was rejected by the planners and EU, saying the study has underestimated the flood water
in the reservoir. Now the Planning Commission is insisting for the recovery of the money from SMEC
but the proponent of the project are of the view that corruption investigation should not be
conditioned with the project development, the source informed. The official said the investigation of
corruption and financial recovery is the work of National Accountability Bureau (NAB) and Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA), let them do their work and let WAPDA proceed with the developmental
work of the project. It is also pertinent to mention here that the Senate Standing Committee on Water
and Power also expressed displeasure over the sluggish attitude of Planning Commission and said
the important Munda dam project was intentionally delayed which is a criminal negligence.

The official said that the most important conditions set by CDWP has been met, the enquiry has been
conducted under the Secretary Science and Technology in the corruption, which give clean chit to
WAPDA, the flaws in the basic design of the project has already been removed, ministry of law has
also cleared the project. The delaying tactics used by the Planning Commission is enhancing the cost
of the project and the government need to conduct enquiry against those in the Planning Commission
who is delaying the project and incurring loss to the national exchequer, the source maintained.

Kitty suffers: Country Pakistanis annually consumes an estimated 10 percent of smuggled Iranian POL products including
consumes 10 percent of petrol, diesel and Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG), resulting in billion of rupees losses to national
i economy. According to officials privy to the development, Pakistan's per annum consumption of
smuggled Iranian POL petrol remains at 4.8 million tons, diesel 7.2 million tons and LPG at 584,000 tons. Officials said that
items annually people in Balochistan are using about 70 percent of the smuggled petrol, in Sindh costal belt
especially bordering Balochistan up to 50 percent of the locals' needs of petrol and diesel are being
met through Iranian smuggled POL products, while Iranian smuggled petroleum products are also
available in tribal areas. The country consumes an estimated 480,000 tons of smuggled Iranian
petrol, 720,000 tons of diesel and around 100,000 tons of LPG per annum. Considering the price of
crude oil at $378 per ton and estimated smuggled petrol and diesel quantity at around 1.2 million ton
shows Pakistan was a market of $450 million to Iranian smuggled petrol and diesel. Iranian smuggled
100,000 ton LPG is worth $50 million per annum so the total impact of Iranian smuggled petroleum
products on Pakistan's economy is estimated at $500 million per annum.

Business Recorder,June 20,2015

Talking to Business Recorder Abdul Sami Khan, Chairman All Pakistan Petroleum Dealers
Association said that he and his organisation was making all out efforts during past 50 years to make
the government realise about the damage caused to national economy by smuggled petroleum
products. Khan said the Iranian smuggled commodities are being sold on below the market price at
hundreds of roadside retail shops across the costal belt and Karachi. He said that the retailers are
definitely mixing some additives or other oil products, including kerosene, instead of Iranian petrol;
otherwise, they cannot sell below the OMC rates. PPDA had frequently been asking police and local
authorities to stop illegal sale of petrol on roadside, but the authorities paid no heed to such requests,
he said, urging the authorities to check open transportation of petrol in small pick-ups to the shops in
various areas. He said that after a long time on the directions of federal government now Sindh
Rangers have started taking some steps to stop the sale of smuggled POL products.

Demand for petrol KARACHI: The demand forecast of petrol is projected to be the highest as compared to that of other
surges amid CNG petroleum products during 2014-15 to 2018-19, the Oil Companies Advisory Council (OCAC) said.

The demand of petrol is estimated at 4.638 million tonnes in FY15 which will go up to 5.333m tonnes
outages in FY16, 5.867m tonnes in FY17, 6.453m tonnes in FY18 and 7.1m tonnes in FY19. OCAC Chairman
Daily Dawn,June 20,2015 Aftab Husain told Dawn on Friday that CNG loadshedding would be the key reason for higher
demand of petrol in coming years. “Besides, rising import of power generators, increase in two and
three wheeler sales combined with rising imports of used cars are some other factors. Sale of locally
produced cars is also going strong,” he said. According to Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS),
imports of power generating machines rose to $1.2 billion in July-May 2014-15 as compared to $978
million in the same period last year, while its imports stood at $1bn in FY14 and $958 million in FY13.
As per data of Pakistan Automotive Manufacturers Association (PAMA), sales of cars in July-May
2014-15 improved to 136,723 units as compared to 107,789 units in the same period last year. Aftab
said that the petrol prices had fallen from Rs108 to Rs78 per litre in less than one year time thus
encouraging people to consume more gasoline in their vehicles. Actual sales of petrol in 2013-14
was 3.865m tonnes which was 1.183m tonnes in 2005-06, OCAC website reveals.

Furnace oil demand is likely to remain pegged at 9m tonnes from 2014-15 to 2018-19. Furnace oll
demand has been fixed due to financial constraints faced by PEPCO. The OCAC chairman said: “If
the sustainable supply of LNG continues then it will replace furnace oil eventually in the power
sector.” In high speed diesel (HSD) demand, a 2pc growth is projected for 2015-16 from 7.270m
tonnes in 2014-15. Over 50pc diesel is consumed in transportation. PAMA figures revealed sale of
locally produced trucks rose to 3,598 units in July-May 2014-15 as compared to 2,232 units in the
same period last year. Bus sales slightly fell to 498 units in July-May 2014-15 from 529 units in the
same period last year. Overall pick up sales (Suzuki Ravi and Toyota Hilux) jumped to 24,379 units
from 16,011 units. OCAC has fixed demand for kerosene at 15,000 metric tonnes per month from
2015-16 onwards, while in light diesel oil, demand has been fixed at 3,500 tonnes per month from

2015-16 onwards.
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ISLAMABAD: Prices of all the petroleum products except high speed diesel are expected to increase
from July 1, 2015, reported Dunya News. According to sources, prices of all the petroleum prices are
expected to increase. Petrol price is going to increase by Rs. 3.06 per liter whereas the price of high
octane is expected to increase by Rs. 4.31 per liter. Kerosene’s price is going to increase by 1 rupee
and that of light diesel is expected to rise by Rs. 1.11 per liter. However, high speed diesel’s price is
expected to decrease by Rs. 2.21 per liter. Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) is going to
send the summary of new prices to Ministry of Petroleum at the end of this year and Finance Ministry
will give the final approval of the new prices.

ISLAMABAD (Dunya News) — Power shortfall has reached 5000 megawatt (MW) with unannounced
load-shedding in urban and rural areas due to increased pressure on the system, Dunya News
reported on Saturday. According to National Transmission And Despatch Company Limited (NTDC)
sources, the electricity demand is 21,000 MW whereas the production is 15,500 MW. Besides this,
urban areas are facing eight hours and rural areas 12 hours of power cut. Sources say that power
demand is gradually increasing due to warm weather whereas water outflow has not grown in big
dams as a result of which hydroelectric production is not being raised. Federal Minister for Water and
Power Abid Sher Ali claimed that no power outage was observed during Sehr and Iftaar in
Islamabad. On the other hand, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has expressed annoyance at
unscheduled load shedding during the Sehr and Iftar hours and has demanded an immediate answer
from the Ministry of Water and Power over this issue. PM was furious over the situation and scolded
the officials, taking notice of the load shedding. He demanded an answer from the Ministry of Water
and Power and directed them to address the complaints at the earliest.

PESHAWAR: Following protracted hours of load shedding, generator system of Lady Reading
Hospital—the biggest hospital of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa also collapsed compounding the troubles for
the patients on Saturday. The provincial government claimed that it would make the hospital an ideal
place for the province; but, a renal patient died only because the hospital had no electricity on
Saturday. Television footage showed motion images of blacked out departments of the hospital with
attendants holding hand fans struggling to provide their patients with respite from heat. Load
shedding that continued for over three hours at Intensive Care Unit and Nephrology Department,
inflicted patients with acute anguish amidst sultry weather conditions, leaving them with no other
option than move into corridors. A Charsadda woman who was a kidney patient, was asked to wait
until after Iftari when her dialysis will begin. However, after Iftar time, power outage continued. Also,
none from the hospital staff visited her. The waiting woman at last succumbed to her 'unattended’
ailment. The state of scorching conditions was that a lady attendant fainted. On this, the hospital
management came up with an answer that they do not have a generator for this Nephrology
department.

KARACHI: Temperatures across Pakistan continue to rise with the highest temperature recorded in
Larkana where the mercury reached 46 degrees Celsius on Saturday. In Karachi, Nawabshah,
Turbat and Sibi the mercury maintained a steady 41 degrees, while in Dadu, and Sehwan the
temperature was recorded at 44 degrees. In Rahim Yar Khan and Sukkur the mercury hit 43
degrees, while in Multan, Dera Ghazi Khan the temperature was recorded at 40 degrees Celsius.
The temperatures in Hafizabad and Hyderabad hit 42 degrees on Saturday. Coupled with rising
temperatures the country is facing increased load shedding, leaving consumers without electricity for
prolonged hours in the hottest temperatures they have experienced in years. The winds blowing in
Sindh are hot, while the sea breeze along the coast has also lost strength. In Punjab the heat and
humidity have made stepping outside difficult. The situation in Balochistan is not different. The
weather in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s urban centers remains dry and hot. The meteorological
department has forecast some isolated rainfall in the next 24 hours in Mir Pur Khas, Bannu, Kohat,
Hazara, Rawalpindi, Sargodha, Kalat, Zhob Division, Islamabad and Kashmir.

ISLAMABAD - Chief of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Imran Khan on Saturday declared the
unscheduled load shedding in the country as deplorable and alleged federal government of
supporting electricity thieves instead of nabbing them, Dunya News reported. In a statement issued
from Islamabad, Imran Khan strongly condemned the ongoing power outage across the country in
Ramazan and stated that the leadership of Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PMI-N) does not feel the
pain of the nation. PTI chief said that the continuous electricity cut is government’s brutal act and
demanded early detention of the culprits. He further said that the government should ensure
uninterrupted power supply during the month of fasting.

LAHORE - Chief Minister of Punjab (CM) Shahbaz Sharif on Saturday stated that all the projects in
energy sector are in process and will be soon completed. According to the details, German
ambassador Dr. Cyril along with delegation met CM Shahbaz and discussed matters of mutual
cooperation. On this occasion, CM Punjab said that Pakistan and Germany enjoy good will relations
as they both are trade partners. He told the delegation that the district government would set up
1200MW gas project while federal government has been scheduled to invest on 2400 MW gas
project in Punjab. He further assured that electricity production has been started from 100 MW solar
project. Moreover, German officials pledged to support Pakistan in implementing energy related
plans.

FAISALABAD - State Minister for Water and Power Abid Sher Ali on Saturday apologized the nation
over the difficulties faced by them during first Ramazan due to unscheduled loadshedding, Dunya
News reported. Abid Sher Ali reached FESCO headquarters at Sehr time where he briefed the media
regarding power outage on first of Ramazan. He said that the demand of electricity on Friday was
21,500 MW whereas the system produced only 16,000 MW electricity. He clarified that if the system
had been burdened more than its capacity then the whole country would have faced blackout. The
state minister while making an apology to the general masses assured that efforts will be made in the
future to refrain from such unannounced and unscheduled loadshedding in the country. He also
stated that if any industry is found to be running during Sehr and Iftar timings then the government
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will take action against the responsible officials. Abid Sher Ali also criticized K-electric and said that
Karachi is plunged into darkness to a great extent. Moreover, he ate Sehri in the Fesco headquarters
and later visited the control room and complaint cell.

PESHAWAR/MULTAN - Heat intensity in Peshawar has increased with the temperature soaring to
42 degree centigrade whereas the moisture content in the air is recorded 25 percent. According to
meteorological department, heat wave will continue for the next few days. On the other hand, with the
increase in temperature loadshedding in various areas has escalated. Fasters are facing immense
problems due to unannounced and unscheduled power outages. Loadshedding is being conducted
for four to six hours in urban areas whereas rural areas are facing 12 to 14 hours of power outage.
Besides this electricity was shutdown at the time of Sehr in Achini, Haji Banda and adjoining areas.
Announced and unannounced process of loadshedding also continues in Multan including South
Punjab during Sehr and Iftar timings. Khanewal, Muzaffargarh, Bahawalpur, Lodharwa and 13
districts of Multan Electric Power Company s (MEPCO) region are facing unscheduled power cuts.
With the shortfall reaching to 800 MW in the region, urban areas are going through eight to ten hours
of loadshedding whereas rural areas are plunged into darkness for 12 to 14 hours.

Residents are dealing with mental anguish due to prolonged power suspension at the time of Sehr
and Iftar. MEPCO consumers have demanded higher authorities not to conduct loadshedding during
Sehr and Iftar timings. State Minister for Water and Power Abid Sher Ali on Saturday apologized the
nation over the difficulties faced by them during first Ramazan due to unscheduled loadshedding.
Abid Sher Ali reached FESCO headquarters at Sehr time where he briefed the media regarding
power outage on first of Ramazan. He said that the demand of electricity on Friday was 21,500 MW
whereas the system produced only 16,000 MW electricity. He clarified that if the system had been
burdened more than its capacity then the whole country would have faced blackout. The state
minister while making an apology to the general masses assured that efforts will be made in the
future to refrain from such unannounced and unscheduled loadshedding in the country. He also
stated that if any industry is found to be running during Sehr and Iftar timings then the government
will take action against the responsible officials. Abid Sher Ali also criticized K-electric and said that
Karachi is plunged into darkness to a great extent. Moreover, he also ate Sehri in the FESCO
headquarters and later visited the control room and complaint cell.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Saturday reprimanded Water and Power Secretary Younus Dagha
over power outages in several parts of the country on the first day of Ramzan despite the prime
minister’'s orders that there should be no load shedding during Sehr and Iftar. During a meeting with
Dagha, Sharif also expressed displeasure over the preliminary report submitted by him and directed
him to address citizens’ complaints at the earliest. Prolonged power outages of up to 20 hours were
also reported from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, which resulted in violent protests. The premier had
“expressed resentment over power outages during Sehr and Iftar”, said a statement issued by the
Prime Minister's House. Dagha'’s report on power outages, which was submitted to the PM, said that
the Water and Power Ministry was able to provide uninterrupted electricity to about 75 to 80 per cent
of areas in the country on the first day of Ramzan. The report stated that there were difficulties in
areas where Lahore Electric Supply Company (LESCO) and Peshawar Electric Supply Company
(PESCO) are situated. It said that both companies had received a large number of complaints from
residents of the areas. Citing the reason for power outages, the report said it was due to the severe
heatwave in the country which has been ongoing for the past two to three days. It also said that there
was an increase in the demand of electricity beyond 21,000 MW.The secretary assured Prime
Minister Nawaz that his ministry was fully aware of people’s difficulties and assured him that efforts
were being made to continue the provision of electricity in Ramzan.

MULTAN: Valuables worth hundreds of thousands of rupees damaged as fire broke out in a shop of
spare parts on Multan-Vehari road here on Saturday. According to Rescue 1122, the incident took
place in Faisal Market where a shop of spare parts owned by Muhammad Faroogq was gutted.
Rescue 1122 extinguished the fire. The cause of fire has yet to be ascertained, said Rescue 1122
official.

PESHAWAR: The scorching heat of current hot spell not only increased dehydration and food
poisoning cases, but also brought down the people from heatstroke, the most severe form of heat
related illness.Heatstroke is the severe injury from high body temperatures that causes damage to
many organs, particularly the central nervous system, which include the brain and spinal cord,
according to medical experts.The experts said here on Thursday that heatstroke is a life-threatening
emergency and without proper care, in many cases the illeness prove fatal.The people who fell victim
of heatstroke are those who doing exercises in excessively warm conditions and their bodies cannot
manage the stress of the physical activity and the hot environment together.During a heatstroke the
human body is unable to properly cool itself but when it is unable to cool, the core body temperature
rises rapidly and the brain begins to failThe main focus of treatment is to lower the body temperature
and for this different techniques can be used, the experts said adding that heatstroke, like all heat-
related ilinesses is preventable.

To prevent heatstroke it is necessary to stay well hydrated, wear cool clothes, and keep
cool.Prevention is essential to avoid heat exhaustion by not engaging in strenuous activity in hot,
humid environments and people who are not used to the heat should be particularly careful.People in
supervisory positions such as coaches, trainers, and lifeguards should be giving training specifically
to recognize signs of heat illness and other kinds of preventive measures.If people are working or
exercising in the heat, do not wait until they get thirsty to drink fluids, instead drink plenty of fluids
before, during and after the activity.The dehydration can stress the heart and reduce the kidneys'
ability to maintain the correct balance of electrolytes charged elements such as potassium, sodium,
phosphorous and chloride and essential for the normal function of every cell in the body.The primary
treatment for heat exhaustion is to rest in a cool environment (a shady spot or, better, an air-
conditioned room) and to drink cool (not icy) fluids. - APP
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PESHAWAR: The Punjab government will help KP government to introduce best ICT practices to
improve governance and public service delivery in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. It was stated by the
Chairman Punjab Information Technology Board Dr Umar Saif while addressing a meeting with a
delegation from KP headed by the provincial Secretary IT Farah Hamid Khan on Thursday. The other
members of delegation were Dr Faisal, Umar Farooq, Raza Shah, Asif Jamshed and Basit Raza. In
response of the keen interest shown by the KP delegates in the Punjab's IT based initiatives, Dr.
Umar Saif gave a deep insight on successful functioning of e-government projects taken for good
governance and transparency in Punjab. He highlighted the steps taken by the PITB to enhance
efficiency of the public sectors in Education, Health, Police, Local Government, Food, Agriculture,
Irrigation, Livestock, Disaster Management and Rescue etc. Dr. Saif said that the Citizen Feedback
Model introduced by the PITB was recently adopted by the European country Albania which was a
global recognition of Punjab Information Technology Board’s best practices. "Chief Minister Punjab
Shahbaz Sharif is the main driving force behind such innovations who has a clear vision to provide
the common public with the benefits of technology and bring down government-citizen interface", he
said. Secretary IT of KPK appreciated the digitized books made under e-Learn project of the PITB.
She said "we are closely watching your all programmes and their output that is very inspiring". "We
have learnt a lot from Punjab experience of e-governance and will use it as guideline to make a
better KP", she added. Dr. Umar Saif presented mementos of Arfa IT Tower to the guests. - APP

LAHORE: CNG has also gone missing in Punjab after electricity. CNG stations will remain closed
for 5 and half hours daily under the new schedule issued on Friday by Sui Northern Gas Pipelines.
The stations will not be providing CNG during the Sehr and Iftar hours, reported Dunya News.
According to the details, the CNG will not be available at the stations from 2 am to 3.30 am and from
4 pm to 8 pm. Sui Northern had collected Rs. 1,200,000 as additional security fee from the CNG
stations only a few days back but after increase in demand on the first day of Ramazan, CNG supply
has been affected.

KARACHI: Major cities in Pakistan plunged into darkness due to load shedding during Sehri on the
first day of Ramazan. Though Water and Power Minister Khawaja Asif on Thursday said no load
shedding would take place during Sehri and Iftar hours, most areas of Karachi, Islamabad, Lahore
and others cities witnessed worst load shedding during the first Sehri of Ramazan. Gulshan-e-Igbal,
Gulistan-e-Jauhar, Federal B. Area, Sakhi, Hasan, Shah Faisal Colony, Jail Road and Malir were the
most affected areas in Karachi.

PESHAWAR: Violent protests erupted in several parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province on Friday
over prolonged loadshedding conducted despite claims made by the federal government that no
power cuts would take place during critical timings in the Holy month of Ramazan. Power outages
during Sehr timings were also reported from other cities across the country including Karachi,
Lahore, Multan, Bahawalpur, Gujranwala, Kasur, Sheikhupira, Sahiwal and Okara. Up to 20-hours
long power cuts were reported in Peshawar, Charsasda, Mardan, Swabi, Kohat, Dera Ismail Khan,
Karak and Dir districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prompting violent protesters to take to the streets. A
grid station was torched by a mob in Charsadda district while district administration offices were set
alight in Swabi. Clashes between police and protesters were also reported in several areas. Earlier
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, during meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Energy, had directed
authorities to ensure hassle-free power supply during ‘Sehr’ and ‘Iftar’ in the Holy month of Ramazan.
Federal Minister of Water and Power Khawaja Muhammad Asif had also assured the nation of
uninterrupted power supply during critical times throughout the Ramadan.

One of the protesters Mouhammad Hamad ljaz said that people were deprived of electricity even
during Sehr timings. He claimed that bearing power cuts in the month of Ramazan was a difficult
task. Peshawar Electric Supply Company (PESCO) spokesperson Shaukat Ullah said that 20 hours
loadshedding was not unannounced. Shaukat Ullah further said that it had been announced that
loadshedding will continue in those areas where line loses are on peak and recovery is low. Minister
of State for Water and Power Chaudhry Abid Sher Ali had also warned last week that loadshedding
of up to 20 hours was being carried out in areas where over 90 per cent line losses were recorded.
On the other hand, Abid Sher Ali said, only six-hour loadshedding was carried out in areas where
people paid their bills regularly. He said power sector could not be run unless consumers cleared
their bills. According to Khawaja Asif, power generation on Wednesday had crossed the 16,000MW
mark and the demand-supply gap now stands at about 3,600MW.

LAHORE: The Japanese government will provide Rs3.4 billion to Pakistan through the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) to improve water supply systems in Lahore and Faisalabad,
according to sources. Japanese Ambassador Hiroshi Inomata and Economic Affairs Division (EAD)
Secretary Saleem Sethi signed agreements for the projects, titled Project for Energy Saving in Water
Supply System in Lahore and Project for Replacement of Pumping Machinery at Inline Booster
Pumping Station and Terminal Reservoir in Faisalabad. JICA chief representative Mitsuyoshi
Kawasaki and EAD Joint Secretary Mujtaba Hussain signed grant agreements. The project in Lahore
will help save energy for water supply faciliies and restore water supply capacity through
replacement of pumping equipment. As many 105 underground water pumps will be replaced. In
order to improve operation and maintenance of tube wells, energy audit instruments will be
introduced. The steps will have a synergetic effect on lowering the high energy cost for the Water and
Sanitation Agency of Lahore. An agreement for the detailed design of the project was signed on
January 28, 2015

FAISLABAD: In Faisalabad, old water pumps will be replaced and the efficiency of the pump station
and reservoir, previously installed through an Asian Development Bank’s assistance, will be
improved. The project is expected to reduce electricity cost and increase daily water supply. Over the
decade, Japan has been focusing its assistance worth Rs5.5 billion in total on improving water supply
and sewerage in Faisalabad and improving the WASA'’s capacity. Hiroshi Inomata reaffirmed Japan’s
commitment of ensuring stable and efficient water supply in Pakistan. “Both projects will contribute to
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stable water supply and saving energy.” Kawasaki said, “JICA supports improvement of water
services. It will keep contributing in this regard through infrastructure strengthening and
establishment of a sustainable model for WASAs.” In November 2013, Japan had committed to
providing $16 billion over three years to developing countries, including Pakistan, to counter climate
change.

KARACHI - Locals in different areas of Karachi are continuously facing portable water shortage for
past few months while the Water Board is unable to cope with the prevailing situation. Karachi is
facing a shortage of at least 50 lac gallons due to power outages at Gharu Pumping Station. The
affected areas include Landhi, Korangi, Shah Faisal Towns and Gulistan Johar. However, the areas
Orangi, New Karachi, Baldia, New Karachi, Sarjani and Nazimabad are facing the issue for past few
months. The Water Board had launched a free tanker service but the affected people are not getting
sufficient amounts.

SAHIWAL: Around 200 residents of the localities surrounding the Central Jail, including Farid Town,
Jahaz Ground, College Chowk and Canal Colony, held a protest against disruption in mobile phone
service because of the jammers installed in the jail. The protesters, who first gathered at College
Chowk, claimed that around 20,000 residents of the above-mentioned localities and students of the
Government Postgraduate College faced continuous disruption during calls on their mobile phones.
They said the problem had been going on for the last four months but it had intensified in the last 25
days, reaching over two-kilometre radius of the jail.Holding banners and placards, they moved to the
commissioner office and held a sit-in there.Commissioner Sohail Shahzad met the protesters’
representatives and told them the prison security had nothing to do with mobile phone disruption
because “the mobile jammers have not become operational yet”.On the other hand, Dawn learnt the
commissioner has formed a committee under District Coordination Officer Asif Igbal.The jammer
companies are being summoned to know technical reasons for disruption.The DCO will also conduct
meetings with regional high-ups of all leading cellular companies to ask them to increase the strength
of their signals by installing more signal towers in above-mentioned localities.Superintendent Jail
Gulzar Butt confirmed they had installed new jammers in prison.

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court on Thursday expressed displeasure at the Punjab industries
secretary for not submitting a report about government’s actions to control prices of daily
commaodities during Ramazan.When the court resumed hearing of the case, neither the secretary nor
any representative of the department appeared before the court.Justice Farrukh Irffan Khan said
Industries Secretary Naseem Sadiq on previous hearing undertook to submit a comprehensive report
on government’s measures to control profiteering in all 36 districts.The judge directed an additional
advocate general (AAG) to ensure submission of the report on Friday (today) as the court wanted to
know what steps had been taken by the government to protect the citizens from black marketers,
hoarders and profiteers.The judge was hearing a public interest litigation petition filed by Advocate
Azhar Siddique. The lawyer stated the government had failed to ensure a decrease in prices of
eatables after a significant decline in petrol price.

LAHORE: The chief secretary on Thursday ordered the authorities concerned to prepare a
comprehensive plan for controlling fire incidents.Presiding over a meeting held to discuss steps to
control increasing fire incidents, Khizar Hayat Gondal said the availability of fire safety equipment and
emergency exit should be ensured in buildings.He ordered that steps should be taken for controlling
fire incidents as protection of life and property was the prime responsibility of the government.He
ordered the Rescue 1122 director general to launch an awareness campaign regarding fire
prevention. The home secretary and the district coordination officer were asked to activate the civil
defence department so as to effectively meet any eventuality.Later, chairing another meeting, he said
the producers of spurious drugs should be dealt with sternly.

BAHAWALPUR: Owners of medical stores observed a complete shutter down strike and blocked the
main Circular Road for some six hours on Thursday to protest the submerging of their shops with
sewage outside the Bahawal Victoria Hospital (BVH).The sewage from the choked underground
sewerage lines accumulated on the roads, affecting badly their business for about a
fortnight.Shopkeepers of a plaza on the Circular Road also protested separately against the
accumulation of sewage around their business place.The demonstrators raised slogans against the
local administration and burnt tyres to protest against the apathy of the tehsil municipal administration
and the district administration. Attendants of patients had to face lots of problems in making available
medicines due to the closure of medical stores for almost the whole day.

RAWALPINDI/ISLAMABAD: Each year, the advent of Ramazan brings with it some traditional
troubles; skyrocketing food prices and the appearance of substandard products on the market.
However, customers thronged markets and shops on Thursday as residents of the twin cities braced
themselves for what promises to be a month of tough fasts in the blistering heat of June. In
Rawalpindi, Ramazan bazaars have been set up, as opposed to actual checks on the prices of
edibles items on the open market. Under the law, the provincial government is responsible for
ensuring that prices of items such as vegetable oil, sugar, wheat flour, grams and pluses, meat, roti,
milk and dairy products and fruit and vegetables remain within the officially-sanctioned
parameters.The administration has issued a price list, enforcing which should be the duty of price
magistrates. People complain of substandard items, long queues at Ramazan bazaars.But the
government has kept no checks on traders, who people say continue to charge exorbitant prices
ahead of Ramazan.The government’s seriousness in safeguarding consumers’ rights can be judged
from the fact that the city’s District Market Committee has been without a chairman since the last
incumbent, Raja Jehandad, resigned to contest the cantonment board elections in April.Former
District Nazim Raja Tariq Kayani told Dawn that there was no justification for establishing separate
Ramazan bazaars.“PML-N leaders want these bazaars for their projection and force the people to
queue pointlessly. This is not good governance,” he said.

PPP City President Amir Fida Paracha said the PML-N had failed to deliver and squandered public
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monies, first on the metro bus and now on Ramazan bazaars. Food prices, despite the government’s
claims to the contrary, remained quite high. Sugar was being sold at Rs65 per kg as against the
official Ramazan rate of Rs52 and a 20kg bag of wheat flour was available for Rs1,000, as against
the Ramazan rate of Rs330 for a 10kg bag.“Mutton is selling for up to Rs670 per kg, while the official
price is Rs440 per kg. This is the state of affairs on the eve of Ramazan,” complained Hameed Khan,
a resident of Naya Mohallah.He said that he had no time to wait in line at Ramazan bazaars and
preferred to pay a little more in exchange for quick service.Saleem Shahzad, a resident of Kashmiri
Bazaar, said that he had never been to a Ramazan bazaar because the food items sold there were
mostly substandard.However, Rawalpindi Commissioner Zahid Saeed told Dawn that the Punjab
government had launched nine Ramazan bazaars from Wednesday and that the government had
provided Rs5 million to the District Market Committee to establish its own stall at every Ramazan
Bazaar.

Even in the capital, the markets were jam-packed with people stocking up on food stuffs ahead of the
month of Ramazan. The Sabzi Mandi was particularly crowded on Wednesday.Shahid Nazir, a
resident of Sector I-10, told Dawn that not only were there massive crowds in the markets, but food
prices had suddenly jumped considerably.“l used to buy a crate of the mangoes for Rs 600, but on
Thursday | ended up paying Rs 900 for them. Bananas are also up from Rs150 per dozen to Rs 200
per dozen. And just about half a kilo of Iranian dates are selling for Rs 140,” he said.lslamabad
Deputy Commissioner Mushtaq Ahmed told Dawn that the administration had gone to great lengths
to deal with the crowds in the markets.“Three Sasta bazaars have been established in the rural parts
of the city and weekly CDA bazaars will cater to the residents of the capital, providing edible items at
affordable rates. Price magistrates have been ordered to visit all the markets and ensure that traders
would not take advantage of the holy month,” he said. “Security arrangements have also been
finalised. There will be additional police presence in the markets during peak hours. Moreover,
officials will be deputed at mosques, imambargahs and other public places to ensure worshippers’
safety,” he said. “We have also held meetings with traders associations and suggested that they
should discourage profiteering,” he said. — Aamir Yasin and Ikram Junaidi

MIRPUR (AJK): Despite the advent of a modern era of medical field coupled with the arrival of latest
medicines to combat against various life-threatening diseases, an alarming increase in the patients of
the kidney diseases has surfaced in various parts of Azad Jammu & Kashmir including this
district. This could immediately be assessed through the fast-raising figures of the kidney failure
patients landing in the grand Kidney Dialysis Centre, operating in Mirpur Divisional Headquarters
Hospital with the requisite financial assistance of a United Kingdom - based NGO - The Noor
Foundation and its local sister NGO - Anjuman Falah e Bahbood-e-Insaniat Mirpur, for the required
dialysis twice or thrice in a week.According to a survey-cum-investigation, conducted by APP here
late Tuesday, the monthly average of the arrival of the patients in the Mirpur DHQ hospital Kidney
Dialysis Centre during last year (2014) was reported as 531 patients as compared to 160 patients
admitted in year 2005 for the dialysis.Unveiling the year-wise break up of the influx of the kidney
patients in the Centre, Head of the Kidney Dialysis Centre DHQ Hospital Dr. Shehzad Ahmed
Sheikh, Nephrologists told this Correspondent during visit to the Centre here on Tuesday that in the
year of 2006, the monthly average of the patients admitted in the centre was reported as 208
patients. Similarly in 2007, the monthly average remained as 314 patients, in 2008, it remained 198
patients, in 2009, 288 patients, in 2010, 345 number of patients admitted in a month, in 2011, it
ramined 370 patients, in 2012, 410 patients admitted in the centre in 2013, the monthly average of
the kidney patients admitted in the centre remained 490.

Dr. Shehzad Sheikh said that at present the patients landing in the centre for dialysis were being
provided with the required treatment, free of cost, in two separate shifts through the latest dialysis
machines.He underlined that because of the considerable increase in arrival of the patients, the
hospital management was seriously contemplating to provide treatment in three shifts in the centre.
Dr. Sheikh applauded the role the NGO Noor Foundation for UK and its local sister unit - Anjuman
Falah e Bahbood-e-Insaniat Mirpur for their due assistance and facilitation to run the centre in a
proper manner according to the needs of the modern age.The Country-Director of Noor Foundation
UK in AJK Dr. Tahir Mahmood told this scribe on this occasion that Noor Foundation UK have so far
established 22 Kideny Dialysis Centers in various parts of Pakistan and AJK.He pointed out that over
50,000 patients of kidney failure have so far got free treatment from the Dialysis Centre, established
by the Foundation in 2003. Dr. Tahir Mahmood pointed out that at present a dialysis costs Rs. 4000/-
"Thus Rs. 4.16 lakh is required for dialysis of a patient in one year. — APP

LAHORE: Two people were injured when an LPG cylinder exploded at a shop on the Wahdat Road
on Wednesday.Shop owner Rashid was decanting gas into a cylinder when it exploded and caught
fire. The wall and windowpanes of a nearby mosque and two adjoining shops were damaged.Fire
tenders extinguished the blaze and shifted the injured to Mayo Hospital where their condition was
stated to be stable.

ISLAMABAD: As many as seven members of a family including five children a woman and a man
were killed following fire that gutted their house here in Chaklala town on Wednesday. According to
1122 sources, the fire tenders rushed to the scene at around 5 am this morning, but in the meantime
the house went to ashes subsequently killing all the seven inmates on the spot.Later, their bodies
were shifted to District Headquarters Hospital by the rescuers, who were unable to immediately
ascertain cause of fire. Further investigations were in the offing. — APP

ISLAMABAD - You can either call it inefficiency or negligence but despite the two ground-breaking
ceremonies of Diamer-Bhasha dam by the successive governments, developmental work on the life-
saving project could not be started. The planning commission in a note has asked the government,
instead of working on just one point agenda of land acquisition, the government should start work on
the 4500MW hydropower Diamer-Bhasha from multiple directions, which included land acquisition,
excavation, dam and construction of power stations, an official source told The Nation. “Once you
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start work simultaneously on all these phases, you'll see there will be line of investors,” the official
maintained adding that currently, due to its disputed nature, no lender is ready to fund the project.
Although the Bhasha dam ground-breaking ceremonies were held twice by two different chief
executives, first by General Musharraf and then by premier Yousuf Raza Gilani, but the authorities
have failed to move an inch from the land acquisition, the official confirmed.

“You have to convey the message loud and clear that we are more than serious about the
construction of this project and will complete it at every cost” the official said.
The government should move beyond the rhetoric and start physical work on the Bhasha dam
project, direct resources from other unnecessary or less necessary projects towards the most
important and huge project, he added. With a storage capacity of about 8 million acre feet (MAF) and
projected electricity generation of 4,500MWs, Diamer-Bhasha, to be constructed in Gilgit Baltistan,
will cost 14 billion dollars. Tarbela dam was the last major project completed in Pakistan four
decades ago; now it’s time to built new water reservoirs as both big reservoirs, Tarbela and Mangla
dams, storage capacities have drastically depleted due to silting over the years.
There is a lobby working against this project and they want to divert the attention from consensus
oriented water storage reservoir like Bhasha. Currently the authorities have diverted their energies
towards the completion of Dasu project, which is just a power generating project and cannot store
water, the official maintained. “We are not against the new projects but we want the government to
prioritise things, as in the next ten years, the country’s water problem will be much severe than
today’s power shortage,” the official maintained.

“If you fail to construct big water reservoir, like Bhasha in the next eight to ten years, you are going to
lose the fertile land of Punjab and Sindh as the farmers will be unable to cultivate water intensive
crops such as sugarcane and rice,” the official warned. “Land acquisition is a lengthy process and
you cannot stop work on the project till the completion of land requisition. Start work on other phases,
as the land requisition and associated arrangements will take about five to six years,” the official said
adding, “You cannot wait too long for the completion of one phase. A total of 32 villages with a
collective population of 25,000 people will be affected due to the construction of the dam. After years
of foot-dragging and delays, the present government had allocated an amount in the PSDP 2014-15
for the Bhasha dam, but it was not utilised and the fund was diverted to other project. In the PSDP
2015-16, the government allocated Rs10 billion for the land requisition and Rs6 billion for the
construction of the dam. Let’s hope that the present government would move ahead from just the
inauguration of project, the official said.

ISLAMABAD: Capital Administration & Development Division Minister of State Usman l|brahim
chaired a meeting in CA&DD to discuss the latest status of raising of the boundary walls of 23
educational institutions in Islamabad. The meeting was attended by Secretary and senior officers of
CA&DD as well as the representatives of Planning and Development Division. The Minister was
briefed about the current status of the project. He was told that initially, 23 Educational Institutions
under FDE, were selected to be up-grading and repairing of boundary walls. The CA&DD has
allocated an amount of Rs.182/- million in the current fiscal year to take sufficient security measures
in the Educational Institutions, the Minister was told. Usman also directed the authorities expedite
and initiate the process of bidding under the PPRA rules so that transparency could be ensured. He
further directed Federal Directorate of Education, to make an execution plan within two days. The
boundary walls of these institutions should be raised to 8 ft. within two months, the Minister added.
He further directed formation of Monitoring Team comprising of officers of Federal Directorate of
Education for continuous monitoring of the project and identification of its problems. The minister said
that respective Heads of the Educational Institutions will be responsible for checking the quality of
work. Usman added that director of the monitoring team will be making surprise visits at the
institutions to ensure that swift progress of the work.

PESHAWAR: The PESCO will waive off late payment surcharge if the defaulted Federal, Provincial
Govts Departments, autonomous and Local Bodies paid their arrears and outstanding dues by June
30, said a release of the PESCO here Thursday. An Incentive Package has been approved by the
Board of Directors PESCO to waive off Late Payment Surcharge levied in the electricity bills of
Federal and Provincial Govt departments including Autonomous and Local bodies for not paying the
bills on time. According to the package, if the defaulted departments pay their outstanding dues and
arrears before 30th June 2015,late payment surcharge levied in the electricity bills will be completely
waived off.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Water and Power Khawaja Asif on Thursday claimed that over
16,000MW electricity has been generated in the last 24 hours, a first in Pakistan’s history. Speaking
to the media, he vowed to provide relief to domestic consumers while conducting power
loadshedding for industries. Pakistan’s national power demand, excluding K-Electric, is about
20,000MW and upon including K-Electric, the total demand swells to 22,700MW. With the generation
of 16,000MW, a deficit of around 4,000MW still persists, necessitating over six hours loadshedding in
urban and much more in rural areas. The hydel power plants contribute around 6,000MW in the
national grid while the contribution from Independent Power Producers is around 7,300MW. The
thermal units add about 2,450MW to the national grid.

ISLAMABAD: The District Administration, Islamabad will set up 35 fair price shops in the city and
rural areas for providing food items at cheaper rates during the month of Ramazan ul Mubarak. Fair
price shops will be working from the first of Ramazan, said a spokesman of Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) Administration in a statement here. The administration has also activated 19 price
control committees headed by the magistrates and represented by the members of traders
community which will carry out daily price checking to ensure implementation of rate list of food
items. The administration has directed the shopkeepers to display rate list of food items in letter and
spirit. The food department is fixing the rates of fruits and vegetables on daily basis, at the time of
auction in Fruit and Vegetable Market, Islamabad and rate list being supplied to the shopkeepers.The
names of fair price shops are, Liaquat Fair Price Shop, Co-operative market, G-6/1, Abbasi General
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Store, Amir market, G- 7/2, Chaudhary Traders, Chenab market, G-7/1, Goodluck General Store, F-
8/1 Tipu market, G-8/2, Awami General Store, Kala Sydan, G- 9 Markaz, Frontier General Store,
Rajpoot market, 1-10/1, Kashif General Store, Multani market, G-9/2, Saithi General Store, G-7/3, Al-
Habib market, Pakiza General Store, Saidpur, Good Luck Store, G- 10 markaz, Aziz Al-Mujahid
General Store, T&T, G-8/4, Paradise General Store, 1-8/4, Abbasi Fair price shop, China market, F-
6/4, Al-Reheem General Store, Mansoor market, G-8/1, Shahid Stall, G- 11/3, Minhas Shop, 1-11/3,
Rasheed Butt market, G-12, Rasheed General Store, Noor Pur Shahan, Gulzar Store, Charah,
Jahangir General Store, Tarnol, Hameed General Store, Tarnol, Usman General Store, Jhangi
Sydan, Halla General Store, Rawal Town, Sargodha General Store, Samly Dam, Bhara Kau,
Bismillha General Store, Pind Bagwal, Ghafoor Store, Sohan, Liaquat General Store, Bani Galla. —
APP

QUETTA: The Pakistan Railways (PR) has decided to administer polio vaccine to children twice a
day at the Quetta station. According to officials of the Balochistan Emergency Operation Centre
(EOC), a team vaccinated children in four trains that left the station for other provinces in the morning
and another team was scheduled to vaccinate the children arriving in Quetta in the evening.“We will
fully cooperate with the EOC to make Balochistan polio free,” PR Divisional Superintendent Fiaz
Bugti said on Tuesday.EOC Coordinator Dr Syed Saifur Rehman said the move would help anti-polio
teams cover travelling children.

LAHORE: The Lahore Transport Company (LTC) has been assigned the task to enforce, plan and
regulate the public transport system in the provincial metropolis with a view to provide safe,
affordable, efficient and environment-friendly transport facilities of international standard to the
public.LTC Chairman Khwaja Ahmad Hassan said this on Tuesday while presiding over the
launching ceremony of a user-friendly smart phone application “Bus Da Pata” about the buses plying
on various city routes, in collaboration with Pakistan Trakker Limited.According to a press release, Mr
Hassan said the application would provide necessary information about a bus to the passengers on a
single click.The application could be downloaded free of cost from the internet on smart phones. Its
features include next bus’ arrival time, trip planner, live bus locator, fare and route information that
will help save commuters’ time.“The urban public transport has never been profitable but it is a social
service and our private transport operators are contributing to the system,” he said.He said a modern
public transport facility was among top priorities in the federal budget.

KOHAT: Three members of a family were killed and two injured in a car-oil tanker collision on
Rawalpindi road here on Tuesday.Police said the ill-fated car number (LOY-885) was coming to
Kohat from Rawalpindi when it collided head-on with oil tanker (GLT-5592) near Gandiali. They said
the collision was so severe that three inmates of the car died on the spot. They were named Asad
Hussain, his wife Asia Malsoom, and son Mohammad Muneed. Asad’s two little sons, Mohammad
Muneeb and Abdul Momin, were seriously injured.The police retrieved the bodies and the injured
from the car by cutting its doors and roof. The deceased and the injured were taken to the CMH. The
Gumbat police registered case and after impounding the tanker started search for the truck driver
who escaped after the accident.Meanwhile, the police claimed on Tuesday to have destroyed
hideouts of two proclaimed offenders wanted in attempted murder and murder cases in Nasrat Khel
mountains. However, the outlaws identified as Fazal Mahmood and Arshad Mehmood fled while firing
at the police party.The personnel of the Elite Force retaliated, but the criminals disappeared in the
mountains. Later, the police party launched a search operation to nab the culprits, but to no avail.The
police seized a Kalashnikov and cartridges from the hideouts.

LAHORE: Rector Virtual University of Pakistan Dr Naveed A Malik has said that even with the
creation of Higher Education Commission and its struggles over a decade only eight percent students
are able to attend higher educational institutions. He was addressing delegation of Education
Reporters Association (ERA) hereon Tuesday at MA Jinnah Campus of VU. Naveed further said that
the Virtual University offers an identical educational environment to students all over the country
including far-flung areas. He further said that for the first time, students from small towns and remote
areas have access to the same highly qualified professors that were previously accessible to their
large city brethren only. Highlighting some upcoming projects he informed the journalists that VU is
going to launch topic based video lectures for the facilitation of students. Malik observed that VU’s
Open Courseware website has been awarded the best open courseware website by American
universities.

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Petroleum and Natural Resources Jam Kamal on Wednesday
said the supply of petrol was normal and there was no shortage of fuel in the country. "The temporary
shortage happened due to the panic buying and stocking of fuel after spreading of rumours regarding
impending fuel shortage in the country”, he said while speaking in Senate in response to an
adjournment motion moved by Senator Dr Ashok Kumar regarding dispute between Pakistan State
Oil (PSO) and Pakistan National Shipping Corporation (PNSC) due to which shortage of petrol was
likely to be emerged in the month of Ramazan. He said in future, the government would ensure
smooth supply of petrol in the country and no such situation would happen again. He said if any one
find such situation in any area of the country, a complaint can be lodge in this regard in the ministry
of petroleum and natural resources. He said the monthly fuel consumption of the country was about
4,98000 tons while local production of the fuel was 137,000 tons while the government imports the
remaining 361,000 tons of fuel.

ISLAMABAD: With outstanding dues of the private sector rising to Rs343 billion, the federal
government on Wednesday approved an amnesty scheme for defaulters of electricity bills and
waived 30% of their arrears on payment of the remaining dues. The amnesty scheme, approved by
the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet, is supposed to provide an attractive
settlement package to defaulters who currently owe the state billions. The Ministry of Water and
Power proposed to the ECC that electricity dues of defaulters should be waived off by half if they pay
their bills before the end of July. For those who pay their bills in August, the ministry had proposed
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40% waiver, whereas for the ones who settle their arrears in September, it suggested a 30%
waiver.However, the ECC approved only a 30% rebate for those who clear their dues until July; 25%
for those who clear their bills in August and 20% for those who pay the dues by September this year.
Moreover, the ECC has also proposed a five per cent reward for officials of power distribution
companies for recovery of dues, and 10% for Federal Investigation Agency and police for helping in
recovering the outstanding arrears. The committee decided that if the defaulters did not clear their
dues by September, their cases would be sent to National Accountability Bureau for recovery.

Private sector’'s power dues have mounted up to Rs382.7 billion, which indicates weakening of the
state’s writ. In its summary, the Ministry of Water and Power told the ECC that out of Rs382.7 billion,
an amount of Rs181.8 billion could be recovered as a result of the amnesty scheme. Major defaulters
in the private sector are industrial consumers. The non-payment of power dues is one of the main
reasons behind the continuous inter-corporate power sector debt. According to a World Bank report
on monitoring implementation of $600 million energy sector reforms loan, by March this year, bill
collection stood at 88.5%, only a slight 2.5% rise from levels in June 2013. The remaining 11.5%
adds into the country’s mounting circular debt each month. The ECC also approved Power Purchase
Agreements (PPA) with Independent Power Producers, which were set up during the Pakistan
Peoples Party-led government, but struck were down by the Supreme Court of Pakistan. It allowed
signing PPA for buying 150 MW.

Further, the committee doubled the rate of regulatory duties on import of sugar from 20% to 40%, a
move aimed at protecting sugar barons at the expense of consumers. The decision will force
consumers to buy domestically-produced sugar at a high cost of Rs60 per kg, whereas imported
sugar would cost Rs35 per kg. In order to protect sugar mill owners, who mostly are politicians
belonging to mainstream political parties; the ECC also imposed 20% additional regulatory duties on
import of sugar. In November last year it had also imposed 20% regulatory duty on import of sugar
and denied the benefits of cheap commodity to the consumers. Further, it the committee has so far
given Rs1.6 billion worth of subsidies to international consumers on export of sugar. In November,
the ECC had allowed the export of surplus 500,000 tonnes of sugar at subsidised rates.

The ECC also increased the regulatory duty on import of wheat from 25% to 40%, as prices of the
commaodity in international market have further plunged. The cost of imported wheat is Rs23 per kg. It
also extended the wheat and wheat flour export period for Sindh and Punjab to July 31, 2015, with
the instructions that export process be completed within 30 days beyond this date. The meeting
deliberated on a proposal submitted by the Ministry of Defence for issuing sovereign guarantee to
procure six Maritime Patrol Vessels(MPVs) for the Pakistan Maritime Security Agency(PSMA) on soft
loan basis at a cost of Rs1.387 billion (USD 135 million). The ECC approved the motion, and now the
EAD, Finance Division and State Bank will take measures for issuing a guarantee to bid-winner
China Shipbuilding & Trading Company Ltd (CSTC). The body also approved a proposal from the
Privatization Commission to release Rs64 million to the Pakistan Machine Tool factory to pay two
months salary to workers. On another proposal from the Privatization Commission, the ECC
approved payment of two months (January-February 2015) salaries to the employees of Pakistan
Steel Mills(PSM) and also asked PSM to give a clear road map regarding its working so that a
decision about its future status could be made accordingly. The ECC also extended a subsidy to
Balochistan for two years from December 1, 2014 to December 31, 2016, for agri-consumers in the
province.

Missed deadlines: ADB ISLAMABAD: The Asian Development Bank has postponed the approval of the second $400 million

tranche of a $2 billion loan for energy sector reforms due to the government’s inability to meet many
postpones approval of of the preconditions that it had promised to deliver on before the lender’s most recent board meeting.
$400m energy loan As of now, the Board of Directors of the Manila-based lending agency will not take up Pakistan’s
The Express Tribune,June case for approval of a $400 million loan in its June 29 meeting, according to officials at the Finance
17.2015 Ministry. The ADB’s decision to defer the approval deals a blow to the government that has been
' making claims of progress on the energy front. The government was eager that the ADB should
approve the loan before June 30 — the last day of the outgoing fiscal year 2015. The delay in
approval will disturb its plans to build foreign currency reserves to the satisfaction of the International
Monetary Fund besides denting the government’s claims of success in improving the mostly state-
owned energy sector. “We are continuously working to comply with all the prior conditions set by the
ADB for the approval of the loan,” said a senior official of the Finance Ministry. The official insisted
that the delay would not adversely affect the government’s plans.

However, the government is still hoping against the hope and trying to convince the ADB to approve
the case in the June 29 meeting. The government was trying to convince the ADB to relax its rules
and waive the condition that requires the case to be sent at least 15 days prior to the board meeting.
“We have taken all the agreed actions and negotiations are ongoing for seeking approval before end
of June,” said a Water and Power Ministry spokesperson. The $400 million loan was the second
tranche of $2 billion five-year Sustainable Energy. Sector Reforms Programme. The ADB had
approved the first tranche of $400 million in June last year. According to the first tranche documents,
the energy sector reforms package is aimed at helping the government in short-term stabilisation
measures and to start long-term restructuring for a sustainable power sector. The ADB’s documents
further state that the long-term engagement is necessary because the reforms are multidimensional
and require a number of years to yield results.

The ADB’s decision to delay the approval of the second tranche is different from the approach that
the World Bank has adopted towards Pakistan. Despite missing all the targets that the World Bank
had set for Pakistan under its first tranche of $600 million that it approved last year, the Washington-
based lender is going to approve $1 billion for power and growth this month. However, the Finance
Ministry insists that the World Bank is approving loans only after it was satisfied with Islamabad’s
performance. The $400 million ADB loan was critical to meet the IMF’s projections of building up
Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves. For the last quarter of the outgoing fiscal year (April-June), the
IMF had set a $6.75 billion Net International Reserves target for the government. But the Finance
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Ministry said that the NIR target was subject to approval of the ADB and the World Bank loans. The
IMF had also projected gross official foreign currency reserves at $15.4 billion for the outgoing fiscal
year. By first week of June, the State Bank of Pakistan’s official reserves stood at $12.3 billion,
according to the central bank. Pakistan will receive $1 billion from the World Bank and $506 million
from the IMF before end of this month, taking its gross official reserves to close to $14 billion, still
short of the IMF’s projections by roughly $1.4 billion. Under its five-year reform package, the ADB
has set conditions of managing tariffs and subsidies in a manner that official handouts are targeted at
low-income customers. It seeks policy implementation through rules and guidelines issued by the
National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA), a reduction of discretionary policy decisions
and of the lag in tariff approval and implementation. In addition, the ADB wants Islamabad to prepare
the state-owned electricity distribution companies for privatisation by lowering their losses.

ISLAMABAD - Private Power and Infrastructure Board (PPIB) on Tuesday approved Thar coal-
based power generation project of 1400 MW (350 MW each) to be set up at Thar by Shanghai
Electric Group Company of China. This is the second Thar coal-based IPP approved by the PPIB
Board, first being 660 MW Engro Power Project. The development of Thar coal resource will provide
a major breakthrough to develop huge generation capacity using cheap local coal. This project is one
of the ‘Prioritised Projects’ included in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and would start
generation in 2017-18. The approval was granted in the 101st Board meeting of PPIB held here
today with Federal Minister for Water & Power Khawaja Muhammad Asif in the chair. The Board also
approved signing of MoU between PPIB, China Three Gorges Corporation and Silk Road Fund,
China for development of private hydropower projects in Pakistan. Silk Road Fund is a development
fund newly created by Government of China, with its main focus on infrastructure and energy
development as well as industrial and road initiatives, whereas China Three Gorges is already
developing three hydropower projects in Pakistan namely 720 MW Karot, 1100 MW Kohala and 590
MW Mahl on Jhelum River and interested in undertaking more power projects. The Silk Road Fund is
willing to undertake such projects. To facilitate the power projects initiated by provinces/ AJ&K/ Gilgit-
Baltistan, the Board also approved standardised Tri-Partite Letter of Support. The Board granted
approval for issuance of LOS to 150 MW coal based power project at Arifwala, 1200 MW coal fired
projects at Sahiwal, 1320 MW imported coal fired projects at Port Qasim and 1320 MW imported coal
fired projects at Hub, Balochistan.

Ongoing private power projects were also discussed in the meeting in context to the overall electricity
situation in the country. The Managing Director PPIB briefed the Board on coal and hydel based
private power generation projects being handled by PPIB, particularly the projects being processed
under China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. The Minister advised PPIB to keep expediting the projects
so that the timely completion is ensured. While talking on CPEC, the Minister termed the initiative as
a game changer in the region which would result in promotion of economic and trade activities and
marked CPEC an important step for elimination of load shedding and economic development of the
country. While presiding over the meeting, the Minister stressed the availability of affordable
electricity, and said that the vision of the Prime Minister is not only the availability of electricity, but
affordable electricity to meet the future requirements of growing economy and increasing population.
The Minister directed the PPIB to facilitate the investors and ensure timely completion of the ongoing
projects. He stated that the progress of the all projects both new and ongoing should be reviewed
regularly so that they may not face any difficulty.

SWAT: The petrol crisis in Swat district, especially in the outskirts, gradually worsened throughout
the week. Scores of tourists and local transport remained stranded in Kabal and Matta tehsils of the
valley due to the unavailability of petrol. The president of the transport association in Matta, Ghulam
Khan, told The Express Tribune petrol was available in local stations in Matta till Monday. However,
Tuesday morning, things took a sharp U-turn and stations stopped selling fuel to local transport
owners. Tourists visiting the valley were able to buy their way back — in black, as petrol was sold to
them at inflated prices. A tourist visiting Kalam said his car ran out of petrol in Bahrain, a hill station in
Swat, and came to a halt. A local then approached him and offered a litre of petrol for Rs120. The
rate was set on June 1 at Rs77.9 per litre. “I had no option but to accept his offer,” Faisal Khan
added, saying the prices hiked to Rs150 per litre after an hour.

Zahoor Khan, the owner of a petrol pump in Mingora, said his filling station has been out of petrol for
a while now as he has not received the shipment. His car is also parked inside the station because of
shortage of fuel. “Multi-national companies want to create an artificial crisis of petrol in the entire
country” he claimed, saying he is not selling petrol in black like others. Locals are also having
problems reaching their workplaces because of lack of transport in the region. Murad Khan, an
employer at a private bank in Mingora and a resident of Matta, said he was able to get to work just
fine on Monday. However, Tuesday morning was a different story altogether as transporters said they
were all out of fuel and grounded their vehicles. “If this situation doesn’t improve, his salary would
take a hit as he won'’t be able to reach work on time,” he complained.

Swat Deputy Commissioner Muhammad Aslam Wazir told The Express Tribune the district
government was striving to solve the crisis, and maintain law and order in the region. “But this
problem is not one created from within the district,” he remarked. Wazir said he has issued orders —
anyone found guilty of selling petrol in black will be fined and jailed. “I have written an application to
the provincial government to provide us with petrol to overcome the crisis,” he explained. He has not
received any replies from the government as yet. QOil prices in the country have increased by about
16% due to fluctuations in global crude oil prices, contributing to the petrol crisis seen in other parts
Pakistan as well, including some parts of Punjab.

LAHORE : The Punjab government has allocated more funds for education than any other province
as provision of quality education in on top of its priority list, said Punjab Minister for Education Rana
Mashhood while addressing a press conference at the Directorate of Staff Development (DSD) on
Tuesday. The provincial minister also inaugurated Development Resource Centre at DSD and
Teachers Training Resource Centre at Pilot Secondary School Wahdat Colony. DSD Project Director
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Ehsan Bhutta, German International Development (GIZ) principal advisor Nighat Lone, Dr Digma and
British Council Director Tony Fishers were also present on the occasion. Mashhood said that special
attention is being paid to the teachers training and role of the DSD is commendable in this regard. He
said that due to best performance, teachers from other provinces are also getting training from the
DSD. He said that Rs 1 billion have been allocated for more than 350,000 teachers of Punjab in the
budget.

The education minister said that when the PML-N government came into power in 2013, it
immediately doubled the education budget. He said that the government also gave laptops to the
talented students of other provinces, cash prizes to the position holders, commendatory certificates
and foreign tours were arranged for them too. He said that the Punjab Education Foundation (PEF) is
running 4,500 schools under public-private partnership and this number will increase to 6,000 by the
end of this year. He said that 500 new primary schools will be constructed while 4 new Daanish
Schools will start functioning in backward areas in the next financial year. He said that additional two
billion rupees have been added to the Punjab Educational Endowment Fund. He said that schools
are being shifted to Solar energy in those areas where electricity is not available. The provincial
minister said that the Education department did not return a penny in existing budget and utilised 93
percent budget whereas remaining 7 percent will be transferred and utilised next year. He said that
objection is raised against development projects of Punjab but these projects are for common people
and transparency had been observed, adding that the government conducted third party audit of the
projects. Mashhood said that the protesters are not representatives of teachers. He said that all
genuine demands of teachers have been accepted and all representative organisations of the
teachers and the government are on one page.

PESHAWAR: Prostate cancer, a category of malignant growth in men that severely affects their
reproductive system is registered to be gaining steady surge among the local population. Medical
experts talking to APP Monday attributed the situation in the country to sedentary life style coupled
with active as well as passive smoking. "These tendencies have emerged to be almost a second
nature in our context," said Prof. Ahmed Ali. In reply to a question, he said that since this very
peculiar type of cancer spreads slowly hence many of the patients do not know of their risk for
prostate cancer until later in life. "It is often when it may be too late," said the senior physician. Dr.
Syed Sharaf Ali, another senior general physician suggested that ailment that holds no distinction
between the haves and have-nots demanded that men above 40 years must ensure scheduling
regular prostate exams. To a reply they said the studies conducted over the years do establish that
men can avoid the ailment and also develop their immunity against different health conditions
including this particular malignancy. Nutritionist Zohra Kassim said there are a number of nutrients in
the foods that we eat that may help prevent and even control issues related to prostate health.She
suggested people to incorporate some or all of the recommended foods into their diet to keep
prostate health including pomegranates, pumpkin seeds, mushrooms, turmeric, broccoli, tomatoes
and green tea."These are readily available in our country and are also quite cost effective," said the
senior nutritionist. The health care providers said there was urgency to make people realize that
active life style, discipline, consumption of natural food with controlled intake of processed food can
protect them against series of ailments including prostate cancer. — APP

PESHAWAR: Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Water and Sanitation Services Peshawar (WSSP)
Engineer Mohammad Naeem Khan on Monday said that very useful information has been gathered
during the door to door consumer survey in Peshawar. This he said while chairing a high-level
meeting, which was also attended by the Chief Executive Officer of Urban Unit Punjab, Dr. Nasir
Javed, General Manager Operations of WSSP, Nasir Ghafoor Khan and Zonal Manager A, Ashraaf
Qadir, Zonal Manager B Arif Rauf, Zonal Manager C Ali Khan and Zonal Manager D Amin Gul. The
Chief Executive Officer of Water and Sanitation Services Peshawar (WSSP) Engineer Mohammad
Naeem Khan said that the door to door consumer survey has gathered useful information on water
supply, sanitation and solid waste management in Peshawar. This information will be helpful not only
for future planning but also for streamlining the utility charges. This survey is the first of its kind in
Peshawar and will pave the way for improving the service delivery”, said Engineer Muhammad
Naeem Khan. The Chief Executive Officer of Water and Sanitation Services Peshawar (WSSP)
Engineer Mohammad Naeem Khan said that the information gathered will prove helpful in initiating
both short and long term projects for the inhabitants of Peshawar.The completion of these future
projects will surely improve the service delivery and the inhabitants will feel a pleasant change,
expressed Muhammad Naeem Khan. — APP

OKARA: A teenaged boy fell victim to jubilation fire during a wedding procession (barat) on Sunday
night at Chak 39/4L village. According to police, during the wedding ceremony of Tariq some guests
including Hafeez, Allah Ditta, Sadi Ahmad and Zaker Husain resorted to firing in the air. Suddenly, a
bullet hit 11-year-old Sami Altaf who died on the spot. The DPO visited the village while the police
claimed to have nabbed all the suspects after the chief minister took notice of the incident.Shahbor
police have registered first information report (No 181/15) on the report of victim’s mother Suraiyya
Bibi under sections 302, 148 and 149 of the Pakistan Penal Code.

PESHAWAR: A two-day anti-polio campaign was launched in Peshawar on Monday amidst tight
security. More than 700,000 children in the province need to be administered the oral polio vaccine in
92 union councils of Peshawar. According to the health department, 460 fixed and 2955 mobile
teams have been formed for the door-to-door anti-polio campaign. The anti-polio campaign was
scheduled for May 28 but it was delayed due to the security situation. Earlier, in June, the meeting of
Technical Advisory Group (TAG) of the World Health Organisation came to the outcome that
Operation Zarb-i-Azb in North Waziristan had played a decisive role in bringing down the number of
polio cases. An official told “In less than a year, polio cases in Fata alone have dropped to just seven
in 2015 from 179 during the same period in 2014, showing tremendous progress in eradication of the
crippling disease in the area, which has been the prime source of transmission of the virus to the rest
of the country.” According to official figures, Pakistan had 306 polio cases in 2014 and majority cases
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were in Fata and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. But now, there are only 24 countrywide cases so far in 2015
with just seven from Fata. Earlier in March, Bill Gates, philanthropist and chairman of Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, called Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTl) Chairman Imran Khan and appreciated his
efforts in running a successful anti-polio campaign in KP.

In March this year, Philanthropist and chairman of Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Bill Gates,
called Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan and appreciated his efforts in trying to
eliminate polio virus from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Gates congratulated Imran on conducting a
successful anti-polio campaign, ‘Sehat Ka lttehad’ (Alliance for Health), in the province. He also
expressed grief and sorrow over the killing of 131 students during a Taliban attack on school in
Peshawar. The philanthropist assured his support to the KP government in carrying out further efforts
to eliminate the crippling disease from the province.PTI leader Jahangir Tareen said that "Bill Gates
appreciated #Sehatkaittehad anti polio initiative led by Imran Khan and said that the initiative offers
the only hope." Imran Khan reiterated his resolve of making KP a polio-free province and said that all
out efforts are being carried out by the provincial government to successfully run the anti-polio
campaign. A KP health official associated with the polio eradication programme told that ‘Sehat Ka
Ittehad’ was a brainchild of PTI chief Imran Khan. Even though there are tensions with the federal
government over electoral rigging, but health was a separate subject, he said.

An official of Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) — the nerve centre for all polio-related activities in
the country — told that it was strange that even though the new ‘Sehat Ka Ittehad’ campaign was a
joint venture between the federal and KP governments, the EOC and the PM’'s Polio Cell were
completely unaware of it. Official data shows that an overwhelming 96 per cent of polio cases so far
reported are among the Pashto-speaking population of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Fata. The
epidemiological statistics of the so far reported cases shows that 82pc cases are among children
below 2 years of age, which indicates that either the parents are not willing to vaccinate their children
or the teams had no access to those children who were with their mothers and could not be
vaccinated outside homes. Officials say the reason for this factor is that the health authorities are
lacking female vaccinators who are more welcome to enter houses to administer polio drops. The
World Health Organisation (WHO) has said that Pakistan is responsible for nearly 80 per cent of polio
cases reported globally.“The situation is primarily due to a lack of access to children for vaccination,
largely owing to a continuing ban on immunisation imposed by militants in the North and South
Waziristan, and insecurity and killing of polio workers in the field,” said a progress report.

Amendments to law on QUETTA: The Balochistan health department is preparing a draft of amendments to the law on

: : vaccination, envisaging persuasive measures to create awareness among people about polio
vaccination on the cards eradication campaign. This was said by Provincial Health Secretary Noor-ul-Haq Baloch while talking
to reporters. He said his statement about the amendments had been misinterpreted as they did not
propose that parents’ refusal to get their children vaccinated should be declared an offence. However
under the amended law, it will be mandatory for schools and seminaries to ensure that their students
are vaccinated. “More than 70 per cent refusal cases have been covered in the Quetta block —
Quetta, Pishin and Qila Abdullah districts — as unwilling parents have been persuaded to get their
children vaccinated,” he said.Three cases of polio have been detected in Balochistan this year and
poliovirus has been found in sewage samples recently obtained from Quetta and Qila Abdullah
districts. According to the health department, 45 union councils in the province have been declared
high-risk areas for poliovirus.

Daily Dawn, June 16,2015

Lahore’s Liberty Market LAHORE: An electrical short circuit in a department store behind Lahore's Liberty Market on Monday
engulfed by fire turned into a blaze. The fire continues to rage eight hours after emergency services reached the
location. Thick smoke has engulfed the area. According to the District Coordination Officer Lahore,
The Statesman, June 16,2015 114 people have been evacuated. No loss of life was reported, but at least six - including four
rescuers - have sustained minor injuries due to broken glass at the scene. The fire started when a
short-circuit occurred on the first floor and spread to the second, third and fourth floors of the four-
storey building. The fire has been controlled on the ground and first floors, but is still raging
uncontrollably on the third and fourth floors because of the thick smoke and inaccessibility of the
store, as well as the intensity of the fire. Rescue efforts have been hampered as the department store
can only be accessed through a single route. There are at least 18 firefighting vehicles on location,
but firefighters are still struggling to put out the fire. The presence of oil within the department store
contributed to the spread of the fire and is making it difficult to extinguish.Rescuers say it may take
up to three hours to put out the oil-based fire. Rescue teams are using chemicals in an attempt to
extinguish the blaze. Rescuers are experiencing difficulty breathing due to the thick smoke.

T T e [ (| /GRS L AHORE: Monday turned out to be a ‘bad day’ for patients at the state-run hospitals in Lahore as
to suffering of patients only emergency care was provided to them due to a complete strike by the paramedics.The

) protesting paramedics closed operation theatres, diagnostic rooms and outdoor departments of all
Daily Dawn, June 16,2015 teaching and district hospitals of the provincial capital to lodge a strong protest against the
government for not accepting their demands regarding provision of service structure and
regularization of contract employees. The situation was more alarming at the Punjab Institute of
Cardiology where over 2,000 patients visited daily at its dispensary to get free medicines and 3,000
at the outdoor department. Not a single patient could get treatment or medicines, raising a serious
question on the performance of admin officials who failed to make alternate arrangements.

All major and minor surgeries were postponed at the state-run health facilities which wore a deserted
look after the paramedics, allied staff and other employees went on a strike.The gravity of the
situation could be gauged from the fact that over 8,000 patients returned without treatment alone
from the Mayo Hospital. Of them 5,000 or so visited daily at the OPD while many others came to
avail themselves of diagnostic facilities.The turnout of patients at the Accident & Emergency
Department of the Mayo Hospital also dropped considerably because most of paramedics and other
employees stopped their work to join protesting colleagues on the roads.One of the major areas of
concern was the cleanliness of hospitals in the absence of all employees, including sanitary
inspectors, of the sanitary department. Meanwhile, scores of paramedics staged a sit-in at the main
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signal outside the Punjab Institute of Cardiology on Jail Road, blocking the traffic there for about an
hour.Many ambulances also remained stuck in the traffic mess while the protest of paramedics also
affected traffic on adjoining roads, including the Canal Road and Shadman.Punjab Paramedics
Alliance (PPA) chairman Malik Munir strongly criticized the government saying that no-one from them
came to hold dialogues with them.He said the paramedics would continue agitation on Tuesday
(today).

Anti-dengue campaign LAHORE: The Punjab University and the University of Engineering and Technology (UET) launched
Daily Dawn, June 16,2015 on Monday anti-dengue measures in connection with the International Anti-Dengue Day. At the UET,
fumigation was carried out in classes, hostels and residential colony houses. Lawns were trimmed,
waste, used tyres and junk material were removed from houses while puddles were also
removed.Similarly, a walk was arranged at the Punjab University from Undergraduate Block to
Institute of Education and Research on the New Campus.

SAARC countries to ISLAMABAD: Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training Engr. Baleegh-ur-Rehman

: : Tuesday said that the Government accords great importance to quality education, adding that the
e?hance colla_boratlon in Higher Education Commission (HEC) of Pakistan has brought about immense development in
higher education country's higher education sector during the last decade. He expressed these views while speaking
Online International News at the closing ceremony of the two-day 10th Meeting of the Committee of Heads of University Grants
Network, June 16,2015 Commission/ Equivalent Bodies of SAARC Member States here on Tuesday. He appreciated HEC
: for hosting the event in Pakistan and underlined the need for enhancing cooperation among SAARC
countries for development of higher education.He underscored the importance of collaborative
research among academics and researchers of the SAARC States. "Since all of us share many
common things, there is a big room for applied collaborative research in many areas, so we need to
come up with indigenous solutions to our local problems." Briefing the Minister about proceedings of
the two-day meeting, Prof. Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairman HEC, said that Pakistan has been honored
to Chair the Committee. He said that all the participants gave useful suggestions on how to make this
Forum more effective for development of higher education in all Member States of SAARC.

After thorough deliberations, the Meeting decided that the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan
will prepare a draft Agreement on Cooperation in the area of Higher Education for circulation among
the Member States through the SAARC Secretariat by the end of October 2015 for views/comments.
The Agreement is recommended to be finalized and signed during the 19th SAARC Summit in
Pakistan. The Agreement would focus on the integrated regional approach in spearheading the
common objective of socio-economic and leadership development through promoting higher
education. It was agreed that each Member State will develop their National Qualification Framework
and align this with assessment and accreditation mechanism with a view to ensure access to quality
higher education. It was also recommended that to promote the culture of quality higher education in
Member States, it is necessary to establish the SAARC Quality Assurance Network. Furthermore, the
Higher Education Commission of Pakistan will develop a standard document on semester/credit
hours and assessment mechanism by December 2015 and circulate it through SAARC Secretariat
for comments. HEC will also design/develop a commonly shared website of the Committee of the
Heads of University Grants Commissions/Equivalent Bodies of SAARC Member States, where all
links relevant to Higher Education from the Member States will be available for proper dissemination
of information, and the link of this website will also be available on SAARC Secretariat website.

SNGPL restores gas The Sui-Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) has restored gas supply to Compressed Natural

supply to CNG outlets in Gas Stations_(CNG) in Punjab, Petroleum Ministry officials and All Pakistan CNG Association
i (APCNGA) said.

Punjab

) According to Petroleum Ministry officials, the restoration of gas supply to CNG outlets in Punjab was
Business Recorder, June made possible through the imported Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), adding that the current price of
16,2015 imported LNG to CNG is $12.5 per Million British Thermal Units (MMBTU). The government has
exempted the users of LNG from Gas Infrastructure Development Cess (GIDC) and only 5 percent
General Sales Tax (GST) against normal 17 percent is imposed on the LNG consumers, the official
added. The local gas was being provided to CNG industry at almost $10 per MMBTU which also
included GST and GIDC, which CNG outlets were selling to the final consumers at Rs 75 per kg in
Khyber Pakthunkawa and Pothohar regions, while the commodity is being provided at Rs 58.50 per
liter. A medium CNG cylinder was filled by paying Rs 600 when local gas was made available to
CNG stations, which now costs Rs 750, meaning thereby the monetary cost of the commodity has
increased by 25 percent, but on account of mileage it is still cheaper than petrol. By spending Rs 750
a car on gas covers up to 200 kilometers, while a vehicle running on petrol covers a maximum 140
kilometers.

The final price includes the cost of LNG, 4 percent commission for Pakistan State Oil (PSO) and
transportation charges of 57 cents per mmbtu to be given to the gas utility. According to Ghiyas
Abdullah Paracha, Chairman Supreme Council APCNGA a total of 600 CNG stations re-opened for
20 days in Punjab after a gap of eight years. He thanked the Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and
Petroleum Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi for allowing CNG outlets to use the gas, saying that it was
a great step which will help thousands of people to earn their livelihoods. Ghiyas Paracha said that
after three weeks, CNG stations would be closed for 3-4 days and then reopened again so that
masses could get affordable fuel. He said that the CNG stations that had paid advance for LNG
supply started getting gas after arrival of LNG shipment from Qatar. Now CNG is available across
Punjab and on all the important points in Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Lahore and other cities, he added.
The country has a total of 3,495 CNG stations, of which 2,400 were in Punjab but after the
intensification of gas crisis some 700 CNG stations became bankrupt and the owners have
shutdown. Gas supply to CNG stations of Punjab is suspended since November 15, 2014, while in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan there is no gas load-shedding for the CNG sector but in Sindh
during summer there is no gas load-shedding for CNG stations while in winter CNG stations remain
open 4 days a week. The leader of the CNG sector said the number of CNG stations providing clean
fuel to masses would swell to one thousands within few days to provide fuel that is comparatively 30
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percent cheaper to petrol. The revolutionary decision of the government will have a positive impact
on CNG sector, environment, oil import bill, transport fares and foreign exchange reserves, he said,
adding that now there would be no queues on the CNG filling stations. Paracha was of the view that
the CNG sector has arranged gas through import therefore it should not be considered as a burden
on local gas reserves. He asked the government to expedite construction of LNG terminals and
pipelines to transport LNG adding that the price will not go up during next decade while possibility of
a slide is always there.

TIMERGARA: Residents of several villages in urban council Timergara on Sunday took to the streets
to protest shortage of drinking water. The villagers from Shingr Bala, Dawat Kolony and adjoining
areas took out a rally and gathered outside the press club, chanting slogans against the municipal
administration for its failure to ensure smooth water supply to their villages. The protesters
complained that there had been no water supply for the last one month. They said they had
contacted the concerned authorities time and again but to no avail. “The situation forced us to come
on the roads,” a protester said, warning that they would bring their women and children on the roads
if their problem was not addressed. The villagers said that despite payment of monthly bills regularly
the water supply had been stopped to them. They said that they had to purchase the water, but it was
not fit for consumption. They demanded of the district administration to resolve the matter without
delay.An official of public health engineering department told Dawn on contact that water pump of
Shingrai village had gone out of order and the department was repairing it.He said low voltage and
frequent power outages had been the cause of water scarcity in several other localities.

SUKKUR: A prisoner nominated in the case of two murders died of heart failure in the jail ward of the
Civil Hospital Jacobabad on Sunday. According to reports, the body was handed over to his relatives
after a post-mortem examination at the hospital. Accused Muhammad Hayat Brohi along with his
sons had killed his son’s wife Gul Bano and a man named Sikandar Dashti on the pretext of karo kari
in his house situated in Sheedi Mohalla of Jacobabad on May 12, 2014.The case was registered at
the Airport police station Jacobabad against Hayat Brohi and others.

SARGODHA: Acute shortage of petrol in the district has disrupted routine life as more than 50 per
cent filling stations are closed due to non-supply of fuel for the last couple of days. Dawn found some
petrol pumps selling the fuel at higher rates. Some filling stations were selling five litres to cars and
two litres to motorcycles. Long queues can be seen at the outlets having some oil stock. Many
stations owners have refused to sell petrol for generators saying that they are unable to meet the
demand for vehicles. The district coordination officer was not available for comments about the
shortage of petrol in the district and its sale on the black market. On the other hand, some officials of
the Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited have apprehended that the company might not be able to
supply gas to people during Sehr and Iftar. In Pakpattan (Sahiwal), shortage of petrol was observed
at almost all outlets. Sources said disruption in supply resulted in shortage of fuel. Eyewitnesses told
Dawn that petrol was being sold for Rs120-130 per litre. A motorcyclist and a car rider can get one
litre and Rs500 worth of petrol, respectively. Many citizens complained that the district government
officials did not raid stations for selling fuel on the black market. Gujranwala was no exception to the
scarcity of petrol as more than 50pc of filling stations were found closed. Long queues were seen at
some of the outlets. People were furious at the fuel dearth.

TAXILA: The Tehsil Municipal Administration Taxila (TMA) and Rawalpindi Solid Waste
Management Company (SWMC) have signed an agreement under which the company would take
charge of sanitation in the area. Federal Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan will formally
outsource solid waste management in his constituency. Tehsil Municipal Officer Qammar Zeeshan,
talking to newsmen, said that under the plan, the company will be in charge of solid waste
management in three urban union councils and the district administration’s sanitation department will
be merged with the company. Mr Zeeshan said over 70 sanitation workers and machinery will be
handed over to the SWMC. “The contractor will oversee the collection, removal and transportation of
solid waste to the designated disposal sites. SWMC will also ensure mechanical sweeping and
washing of all main and arterial roads, streets and squares,” he said. The officer said the sanitary
workers and other employees will continue to receive benefits. “The TMA will also not be charging
the citizens for garbage collection,” he said. Rawalpindi Waste Management Company (RWMC)
Managing Director (MD) Irffan Ahmad Qureshi told newsmen that the company will work in urban
union councils. “We will be using 10 machines which include dumpers, mechanical sweepers, shawl
loaders and excavators,” he said.Mr Qureshi said that under the contract, the TMA staff will also be
trained and managed. “Door-to-door collection of waste will soon begin in each union council and the
1139 Helpline will also be introduced to deal with complaints,” he said. The garbage will be dumped
at a site in Hassanabdal, he said.Under the contract, the company will manage solid waste collection
and disposal in seven tehsils of the district including Rawalpindi, Gujar Khan, Taxila, Murree, Kahuta,
Kotli Sattian and Kalar Syedan.

PESHAWAR: Pakistan has surpassed its target of converting 0.920 million of vehicles into
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) with more than 2.8 million vehicles reported to be running on CNG.
Pakistan is on track to meet the target for land protection for the conservation of wildlife as a
percentage of total land area. However, there is a lag in equity based indicators of forest cover,
sulphur content in high speed diesel, proportion of population with access to sanitation and energy
efficiency. The government has instructed oil refineries to reduce the sulfur content in high speed
diesel from current levels of 1% to 0.5% or less to meet Euro standard specifications. This would
require significant investment by refineries, and it is not clear if this target can be achieved.Lack of
awareness about environmental issues as well as gross violation of government regulations pose
serious challenges in overcoming this lag. The government has undertaken projects and programs
on many levels to support the environmental goals through federal/provincial resources. These
projects and programs are under implementation with focus on areas of capacity building, clean
drinking water, environmental management, biodiversity, air pollution control and watershed
management, urban development, restoration of lakes/ water bodies, environmental awareness,
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Six months on: Petrol
crisis re-emerges in
Punjab

The Express Tribune, June
15,2015

Will provide
uninterrupted electricity
during Sehr, Aftar: Abid

Sher Ali
Dunya News , June 15,2015
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waste management, wetlands etc. After the 18th amendment, the bulk of the responsibility of
Environment 263 devolved sectors has been undertaken by the provinces.

However, the federal government still needs to develop new country wide programs. Environment
and climate change programs have to be in line with the Vision 2025 while necessitating the
sustainable growth of the country through integration of environmental considerations in
development. The major problems arising from rapid urbanization include pollution, inadequate waste
management, unprecedented traffic congestion and the almost instant destruction of fragile
ecosystems. Earlier researches have shown the destructive effects of particulate matter on human
life such as a wide range of respiratory diseases and heart ailments.The worsening air scenario
(particulate matter 10) in major cities can be considered as a sign of warning e.g. according to UN
Agency, World Health Organization Quetta, Peshawar, Lahore and Karachi are now considered
amongst the most polluted cities in Asia Pacific. In the winter months, with delayed rainfall, the cold
and continuously dry conditions concentrate all the pollutants in the lower levels of the atmosphere,
causing the smog to spread all over the Punjab. According to a report released by the WHO/UNICEF
Joint Monitoring Program (JMP) 2014.

LAHORE: As petrol supplies evaporated across several towns of Punjab on Sunday, motorists and
passengers found themselves in a hauntingly familiar situation. Most of them shuddered at the
memory of the fuel crisis which took place six months earlier and crippled routine life throughout the
province. For the past 72 hours, motorists and passengers have been facing immense problems due
to the scarcity of petrol, forcing them to wait for hours in long queues at fuel stations. “The shortage
actually started on May 29 but it has worsened in the past three days,” claimed Khawaja Atif, general
secretary of the Pakistan Petroleum Dealers Association (PPDA). The industry association, he
added, had started receiving complaints from dealers in several cities across Punjab, including
Mianwali, Rahim Yar Khan, Sargodha, Khanewal and Toba Tek Singh, blaming Oil Marketing
Companies (OMC) for not sending regular supplies. Atif alleged the OMCs, including Pakistan State
Qil, were rationing petroleum and not releasing supplies according to the demand. “Ogra [Oil & Gas
Regulatory Authority] is responsible for the shortage as it gave away licences to at least 25 new
OMC:s last year,” he said.

LAHORE - Minister of State for Water and Power Abid Sher Ali said on Monday that uninterrupted
electricity will be provided during Sehr and Aftar timings. He said that irregularities had been found on
the purchase of land for Diamir Bhasha Dam, reported Dunya News. Talking during a press
conference, Minister of State for Water and Power Abid Sher Ali said that urban areas are facing 6
while rural areas experiencing 8 hours of load shedding. He said that 80 percent of the country will
not face load shedding during Sehr and Aftar timings barring the 20 percent area where due to
technical faults and power theft the schedule may be changed. Talking about irregularities in hydel
power projects, Abid Sher Ali said that former ministers had brought the land on expensive rates in a
bid to amass private assets for which a committee has been formed to investigate. Abid Sher Ali said
that due to former government’s bad management, the cost of Neelum Jehlum project had rocketed
from 80 billion to 4520 billion rupees while Nandipur power project had gone from 23 billion to 58
billion rupees.
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