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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES

Earthquake Jolts Felt In

Peshawar, Parts of KP
Dunya News, May 30, 2015

Pre-Monsoon Preparations,

Measures Reviewed
The Nation, May 30, 2015
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DETAILS

PESHAWAR: Earthquake jolts were felt in various parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa including
Peshawar on Saturday. The magnitude of earthquake has been recorded at 5.6 on Richter scale,
reported Dunya News. According to meteorological department, the origin of earthquake is
Afghanistan-Tajikistan border. The magnitude of the earthquake was recorded at 5.6 on Richter
scale. People were seen prayers as they fled their houses to put themselves out of harm’s way.

LAHORE: Poor pre-flood warning system, lack of coordination among different departments,
insufficient resources, unavailability of emergency material and communication contingency plan
and unchecked encroachments on the river ways are considered as major hurdles to counter the
approaching floods. This was observed at a high-level meeting chaired by the Punjab chief
secretary the other day. As per minutes of the meeting, also available with The Nation, it was
discussed at the meeting attended by the secretaries, commissioners, DCOs concerned, the
NDMA chairman, the PDMA DG and others on flood arrangements. Highlighting delayed warning
of floods from India, the PDMA DG briefed the forum on the pre-monsoon preparations and all
the measure taken by various departments. He also highlighted the coordination among all the
stakeholders during the season. He said all the districts concerned had prepared and submitted
contingency plans. He said the DDMAs concerned should also be prepared.

He told the meeting that flood warning centres would be established at provincial, district and
tehsil levels. He also requested PITB to update the new website of PDMA. The CS ordered
completion of works on flood protection bunds. The Met Department representative explained
that the monsoon might get delayed, but the possibilities of floods could not be ruled out. He said
Flood Forecasting Division (FFD) would work round the clock. The NDMA chairman opined that
capacity issues and equipment constraints hampered prediction ability. He said the NDMA was
working for adoption and superimposition of the latest prediction models and tools.

The Irrigation Department secretary informed the forum of the situation of irrigation networks in
terms of flood protection preparedness as well as likely trouble spots. The remodeling of existing
embankments is to be taken up under ADB-financed programme (FRIP). He said the P&D should
consider flood-related aspects while approving projects. The secretary also requested Pakistan
Railways to transfer the ownership of bunds to the Punjab government so that rehabilitation of
the same could be carried out by the irrigation department. He also said that breaching section
committees had been re-notified and the DCOs of the districts concerned would lead them now.
Some of the breaching sections at various barrages would be operated by the Pakistan Army in
case of emergency. The CS on this occasion expressed his serious concerns over the regulation
of discharge from the dams, especially from Mangla reservoir. The chair also directed the
authorities to acquire land in Rajanpur for executing the scheme for protection of Minchan Flood
Bund. It was also told that flood protection bund at Bhakkar needed strengthening and
immediate attention of the irrigation department. Nawabpur, Akbar flood Bund, Fazal Shah Flood
Bund, Head Muhammad wala and Sher Shah Bund needed to be repaired and maintained by the
irrigation department and NHA.

The DG Khan Commissioner said only 7 out of 19 bays of the bridge on the River Chenab were
functional. He said immediate steps needed to be taken to repair Khansala Flood Bund, Chandra
Bhan Flood Bund, Shehr Sultan Flood Bund and Muzaffargarh Flood Bund also needed attention
and urgent repair work. The commissioner further said unavailability of contingency stock and its
transportation was a big issue. The Gujranwala commissioner said insufficient resources like
boats, operational equipment and transportation network were a big issue. The chair directed the
PDMA to look into the matter for provision of equipment. He also pointed out that Kamoke,
Nullah Bhed, Farakhpur, Malakwal, Qadirabad, Bhania, Chandian Dowel, Chakra, Jalala and
Nullah Deg bunds needed special attention. The Faisalabad Commissioner underlined the need
to strengthen coordination among all the stakeholders. He also shared that during 2014,
explosives could not work at two sites. The Bahawalpur commissioner said the CM appreciated
the flood victims’ camp management system in Bahawalpur district while the DCO gave further
details of the model.

The Sahiwal commissioner said Qutab Shahani Bridge was endangering nearby villages. The
C&W secretary assured the participants of ensuring communication network in case of any
disaster while the special health secretary undertook to provide medicines and vaccines during
floods. The food department was also directed to make a plan for shifting food grains to safer
places during floods. The Livestock secretary said all the districts had forwarded contingency
plans. He pointed out that vaccines and fodder was insufficient. On the demand of the Pak Army
representative for maintenance of flood relief equipment, an amount of Rs 11.87 million was
approved for repair work and provision of boats etc. The PDMA will provide Rs 5 million to each
corps. Moreover, the SP Telecommunication intimated that wireless sets at all critical points
were being installed in coordination with the irrigation department.

The Rescue 1122 DG apprised the participants that the service was fully prepared. The PR
representative stated that all arrangements for providing alternate routes during emergency had
been finalised. The NDMA chairman said the authority would ensure sufficient stock of relief
items as per family head counts. He said the NDMA and PTA would establish a robust warning
system. The CS directed all concerned to ensure comprehensive contingency plans rather than
adopting piecemeal measures so that best possible protection of life and properties of citizens
could be ensured.
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Extreme Summer
Temperatures Attributed To

Climatic Warming
The News, May 30, 2015

Pakistan Falls In A

Seismically Active Zone
The News, May 29 2015

National Assembly Standing
Committee Meeting on

Kashmir and Gilgit Baltistan
NDMA, May 27, 2015

Dengue Claims Year’s First

Life In City
DAWN News, May 27, 2015
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ISLAMABAD: The extreme summer temperatures that are commonly followed by massive floods
can largely be attributed to climatic warming in the region. World Meteorological Organisation
Vice-President Qamar-uz-Zaman Chaudhry said if one looks at the frequency and the trend of
the extreme weather events impacting Pakistan then it is easy to find its link with climate change.

The rise in vector-borne diseases including diarrhoea, cholera, gastroenteritis, typhoid and
hepatitis is due to environmental factors and the effects of climate change. He said Pakistan is,
along with Bangladesh, highly vulnerable to natural disasters, and has experienced massive
floods, droughts and heat waves in the recent years. Such extreme temperatures — which are
becoming more common as a result of climate change — are an enormous health threat. They
also make almost every function of daily life a nearly intolerable struggle — including, for millions,
trying to earn a daily living. According to the reports, as a strong heat wave continues to take its
toll on the Indian plains, Pakistan is not under any immediate threat from the scorching sun,
possibly because of the constant inflow of cool winds from Europe and Central Asia.

ISLAMABAD: A national seminar titled ‘School Safety’ was organised by Plan International
Pakistan and Focus Humanitarian Assistance here, says a press release. Pakistan falls in a
seismically active zone with more than 50 per cent of the population living in high seismic activity
area. Additionally Pakistan is also susceptible to floods during the monsoon season. But
unfortunately, despite being a disaster prone country, most school buildings and educational
institutions do not comply with safety standards to guard against natural disasters.

Although tsunamis, cyclones, floods and earthquakes are identified as some of the key hazards
for Pakistan in the national disaster risk management framework, little has been done to make
schools safer. Farrah Naz, country programme manager (Strategy), Plan International Pakistan,
said: “School safety, although a new concept in Pakistan, needs to be treated as an urgent
priority. The safety of school children and staff simply cannot be ignored.” Speaking on the
occasion, Imran Yusuf Shami, country programme manager (Implementation), Plan International
Pakistan said: “Children are the most valuable asset and are amongst the most vulnerable
segments of society. Destruction caused by natural hazards in the past years reminds us of
insufficient progress towards safer schools.” The 2005 earthquake left a lasting impact on
education system, leaving over 17,000 students and 900 teachers dead at school, and 50,000
seriously injured. Many survivors were disabled and 10,000 school buildings were destroyed. In
all, 300,000 children were affected. In some districts 80% of schools were destroyed.

Severe flooding in 2007 displaced over 300,000 people and affected more than 2.5 million
people. Whereas the super floods of 2010 caused severe damage to more than 10,000 schools
across Pakistan, impacting the education of 3.5 million children. Similarly, the 2011 floods in
Sindh also caused severe damage to approximately 60% of public schools resulting in a drastic
decline in the attendance rate of children between the ages of 5 and 17, particularly among girls

ISLAMABAD: In response to Flood 2014, NDMA conducted Recovery Needs Assessment(RNA)
in Punjab and AJ&K during October 2014. In order to evaluate progress on rehabilitation
measures taken in the aftermath of flood 2014 in AJ&K, the 10th National Assembly Standing
Committee Meeting on Kashmir and Gilgit Baltistan was held on 27th May 2015 in National
Assembly, Islamabad.

The meeting was chaired by Malik Ibrar Ahmed, MNA and attended by Members of the Standing
Committee, Chairman NDMA, Major General Asghar Nawaz along with senior NDMA officials
and representatives from Ministry of Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan. NDMA gave detailed
briefing on the outcomes of 'Recovery Needs Assessment' jointly conducted by NDMA, AJ&K
Government and UNDP in 10 flood affected districts of AJ&K (including Bagh, Bhimber, Hattian
Bala, Haveli, Kotli, Mirpur, Muzafarabad, Neelum, Poonch and Sudhnoti). Chairman NDMA
informed that RNA report identified recovery cost in housing, crops, livelihood, livestock,
community physical infrastructure sectors as well as of DRR capacity building as Rs/-2.84 billion
in flood affected districts of AJK. Chairman NDMA also informed the Committee that Rs 56
Million were disbursed through Government of AJ&K to next of kin of 56 persons, who lost their
lives due to flood 2014.Furthermore, NDMA provided 3,000 tents, 3,000 blankets and 1500
plastic mats to the flood affectees of AJ&K. The Meeting ended with vote of thanks to and from
the Chair.

KARACHI: Provincial health authorities on May 26, 2015 confirmed the year’s first death caused
by dengue virus, and identified a boy of Orangi Town as the victim. Officials in the provincial
dengue control and prevention programme said the 10-year-old boy was admitted to a private
hospital on May 22 in a precarious condition and a couple of days later he died.

Dr Shakeel Aamir Mullick, who heads the dengue control and prevention programme, said the
management of the private hospital where the boy died confirmed to him the dengue death on
Tuesday. The doctors told the provincial authorities that they received the boy when the infection
had attained serious complications, causing his death after a couple of days of medication. “This
is the first death [of 2015] because of dengue infection,” said Dr Mullick. According to the data
compiled by the provincial programme, 370 dengue cases have been reported in Sindh this year.
Of them, 360 cases have been reported in Karachi, three cases came from Hub district of
Balochistan and the remaining seven cases have been reported from the rest of the province,
including two from Hyderabad.

Last year, more than 1,295 cases of dengue fever were reported in Sindh, of which 1,277
belonged to Karachi. Some 17 dengue patients died of the disease. In 2013, more than 6,000
dengue patients were reported, of whom 32 died. On dengue infection in children, officials said
there was a slight variation in signs and symptoms of dengue in young and adult victims. They
might have diarrhoea and gastroenteritis with fever, eating disorder and abdominal pain. Officials
have identified North Nazimabad, SITE, Clifton, Saddar Town, North Karachi and New Karachi
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Flattened by Erratic Rain,
Pakistani Farmers Ditch

Crop Farming
Thomson Reuters Foundation, May
27, 2015

NDMA Commences 2015

Pre Monsoon Preparations
Fifth Pre Monsoon
Preparedness and
Contingency Planning
Meeting Held at

Muzffarabad (AJ&K)
NDMA, May 26, 2015
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as the “vulnerable areas” for dengue meriting “special attention”. The lethal virus is difficult to rein
in despite the authorities’ claim that they had taken “unprecedented” steps this year to control
dengue virus in Sindh, with special attention to Karachi.

Official figures show that dengue fever’s first incidence in Karachi was reported in 1994 when
145 confirmed cases were recorded, of whom one victim had died. The disease hibernated since
then till 2005, when the authorities recorded 258 cases, of which 16 had died. The deadliest year
was 2006 in which 49 of the 1,500 patients died. The authorities then turned to an efficient mode
in the next two years, during which 20 people died out of the 931 confirmed cases. Since 2009
when the city had last seen a local government, 92 people of the around 12,000 confirmed cases
died. Officials said of the 190 people who had died so far because of the deadly tropical disease
in Sindh, more than 60 per cent were aged between 20 and 34 years. Some 20 per cent of them
were aged 35 years or more while the rest were children or teens. Transmitted by the bite of a
female mosquito, the disease is occurring more widely due to increased movement of people and
goods — including carrier objects such as bamboo plants and used tyres — as well as floods
linked to climate change, the United Nations agency said.

ISLAMABAD: In late April, after 28 hours of heavy rain, Noor Hussain and his two brothers
surveyed his three-hectare wheat plot to see what they could save. An earlier hailstorm had
already devastated much of the crop. Now, standing on the fringes of the sodden farm, Hussain
despaired. "Look at spikes of the wheat," he said, pointing out where the heavy weather had
broken them off. "Only the small plants in the middle of the plot have survived." Hussain, 39,
estimated 70 percent of the crop was ruined, with harvest only six weeks away.

Farmers all over Pakistan are suffering the same heartbreak, as a season of unusually heavy
rain and cold weather continues to destroy crops across the country. Heavily in debt and tired of
struggling against the worsening effects of climate change, some farmers have decided to
abandon crop farming altogether, instead turning to raising cattle and poultry as more reliable
sources of income. "How can | keep growing wheat when | have suffered so much economic
damage?" asked Hussain, who said erratic rains had been hurting his harvests since 2011. "I will
grow wheat on one hectare to meet my family's food needs and on the rest | will establish a
cattle pen and poultry farm," he said.

SWAPPING CROPS FOR CATTLE: Speaking to the Thomson Reuters Foundation by
telephone, farmers from districts southeast of Islamabad said that delayed or excessive rains,
coupled with heavy hailstorms, have nearly flattened their wheat and mustard crops. "I have no
way to pay off my loan, other than resorting to labour at a brick kiln on the outskirts of
Islamabad," said 40-year-old Mujtaba Khan, who wept as he spoke. "I don't think | will be able to
grow crops for the next three years, because it will take too long for me to clear my debt." Of the
dozens of farmers in Punjab province who spoke with the Thomson Reuters Foundation, most
have already reduced their crop farming activities and started raising animals. A mushrooming of
cattle pens around towns and cities in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab provinces reflects a
growing resignation among farmers that they can no longer make a living from agriculture,
experts said.

As unseasonable rain continues, many farmers are still waiting to harvest their crops, three
weeks behind schedule. According to farming experts, such delays, as well as hurting harvests,
can increase the chances of attack by yellow rust, a fungal disease that hampers photosynthesis
and stunts the growth of grain. lbrahim Mughal, chairperson of the Pakistan Agri Forum,
estimates that unwanted rains in northern Punjab and Kyber-Pakhtunkhwa provinces have
resulted in losses of up to 50 percent in wheat, mustard, and maize production. The region
accounts for over 65 percent of the country's total wheat production, according to Mughal. "If the
rains come a month ahead of harvest time - usually April to mid-May - it is always disastrous," he
said in a telephone interview from Lahore. The Federal Committee on Agriculture had fixed the
national wheat production target at 26.3 million tons for the 2014-2015 rabi season, which
produces a spring harvest. But officials are pessimistic about achieving those figures. Instead,
"we estimate damages of over three million tons to the crop from this year's odd rainy season,"
said Sikandar Hayat Bosan, federal minister for National Food Security and Research. For some
of Pakistan's farmers, this year's damage is the last straw. In Gujar Khan, about 70 kilometres
(43 miles) from Islamabad, wheat and mustard farmer Fareed Khan lost $325,000 worth of crops
to heavy rains. Now he's converting his farmland into a cattle pen.

ISLAMABAD: NDMA is in the process of consultation with all provincial/regional and state DMAs
for pre-monsoon preparationsto evaluate monsoon hazards in respective provinces, strategic
deployment of available resources, requirements as well as challenges posed to respective
districts.

In this regard detailed consultative meetings have since been held for KP and FATA at
Peshawar, Punjab at Lahore and for Sindh at Karachi respectively. As a sequel to these
meetings the fifth high level consultative meeting was held today with State Disaster
Management Authority (SDMA) AJ&K at. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Abid Ali Chief
Secretary AJ&K and also attended by Chairman NDMA, Major General Asghar Nawaz along with
Commissioners and Secretaries of relevant departments, Chief Engineers etc. The House was
briefed by Mr. Muhammad Akram Sohail DG SDMA on the preventive measure ensured in the
pre monsoon contingency plan, state of preparedness of all relevant departments besides the
requirement of tents.

Chairman NDMA appreciated the efforts of SDMA in putting in place the preparatory measures
based on lessons learnt from past experiences and ground situation. Chairman desired to
involve NHA, FWO and Army in the contingency planning exercise to ensure availability of other
transportation means. He also suggested allocation of appropriate locations for placement
creation of more warehouses for SDMA to preposition rescue and relief stocks and also
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emphasized identification of appropriate sites for relief camps to cope with any land sliding
situation during monsoon season. He also advised to explore opportunities for enhanced early
warning system for dissemination of information through SMS alerts for timely sensitizing the
people about any likely situation. Chairman assured all possible support of NDMA to meet any
unforeseen situation.

The Chief Secretary also endorsed suggestions of Chairman NDMA and also directed
Commissioners and Director Generals to hold monthly meetings to monitor progress. He also
instructed SDMA to weekly apprise him on all updates regarding ongoing preparations and
action plan being undertaken. These meetings are aimed to analyze preparations and
determines roles & responsibilities of each stakeholder for them to be ready to cope with any
unforeseen situation and ensure timely response to safe life and property. These consultative
outcomes will lead to final preparation of National Monsoon Contingency Plan by NDMA which
will be shared with all relevant stakeholders to ensure well coordinated network and immediate
response during upcoming monsoon season.
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES

Curbing violence: Karachi-
style operation planned for

Balochistan
The Express Tribune, May 31, 2015
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DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: A day after gunmen methodically slaughtered 20 men after plucking them from
Karachi-bound passenger buses in Mastung district, The Express Tribune has learnt that the
federal government might launch a Karachi-style surgical operation in Balochistan. The go-ahead
for the operation is likely to be given in a high-level meeting Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has
convened next week to discuss the law order situation in the troubled province. The meeting was
convened after Premier Nawaz spoke to Balochistan Chief Minister Dr Abdul Malik Baloch, the
military leadership and other stakeholders in the province. “Unabated targeted killings motivated by
ethnic or sectarian hatred has forced the civil and military leadership to order a Karachi-like
operation in Balochistan,” a source told The Express Tribune. Officially, the Prime Minister House
confirmed that a meeting on the law and order situation in Balochistan has been convened. Chief
Minister Baloch told journalists in Quetta that he and Premier Nawaz agreed to convene a multi-
party conference to discuss the latest wave of violence in the province and a way out.

Conversely, highly credible sources said the government thinks there is no need for convening
another all-party conference. And instead Premier Nawaz and army chief General Raheel Sharif
will preside over a high-level meeting where important decisions are likely to be taken. Sources,
however, said the meeting might announce the launch of a Karachi-style targeted operation in the
province wrecked by ethnic, sectarian and Taliban violence. “It will be intelligence-led operation,”
another source told The Express Tribune. “The paramilitary Frontier Corps will lead the operation,
while the Pakistan Army will be on standby,” he added. Like Karachi, the Balochistan operation
will be targeted at organised crimes, sectarian militants, hostile foreign agencies, Taliban
insurgents, smugglers, weapons runners and proscribed outfits operating near the border with Iran,
Jundullah in particular, according to sources. The objective of the operation will be to dismantle the
network of militants and criminals. The intelligence network in Balochistan will be expanded and
strengthened. Government and security officials have long accused foreign spy agencies, India’s
Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) in particular for fuelling unrest in Balochistan as part of its
bigger game plan to sabotage the Gwadar deep seaport project which has been dubbed ‘game-
changer’ for the region.

Sources said that RAW’s strategy in Karachi and Balochistan is the same: to target peaceful
communities to whip up fear and panic and destabilise Pakistan. “In Balochistan, the Pashtoon-
dominated areas are by and large peaceful, while the regions where the Baloch are in majority are
volatile,” a third source said. “Perhaps this is why Baloch insurgents, on the instigation of RAW,
targeted the Pashtoons in a bid to pit the two communities against each other,” the source added,
referring to Friday’s deadly attack in the Khad Kocha area of Mastung district. Mureed Baloch, a
spokesperson for a shady insurgent group United Baloch Army, claimed responsibility for the
slaying of Pashtoons in Mastung, saying that it was in retaliation for the ongoing military operations
in Kalat and Mastung districts.

Sources said that Premier Nawaz will take all political stakeholders in Balochistan into confidence
before announcing the launch of the surgical operation. Two key parties in the province —
Pashtoonkhwa Milli Awami Party of Mehmood Khan Achakzai and the National Party of Dr Baloch
— are coalition partners of the PML-N both at the Centre as well as in Balochistan. Sources also
said that Dr Baloch, as well as other stakeholders, have already offered full support for the
intelligence-based operation in Balochistan. However, the launch of the operation will be
announced at the high-level meeting in Quetta.

ISLAMABAD: Security agencies are scrutinising thousands of suspected foreigners who have
obtained Pakistani nationality allegedly through fake documentation. The suspects are said to have
illegally acquired computerised national identity cards CNICs) — the legitimate proof of citizenship —
from the National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA). In an ongoing campaign against
unregistered foreigners living in the country, NADRA has cancelled over 25,000 CNICs and
identified more than 75,000 more cards as doubtful, blocking them until clearance from the security
agencies. The CNIC is the core product NADRA issues to a legitimate citizen of Pakistan. The
authority claims the card is a blend of state-of-the-art technology and well-defined business rules
to guarantee its authenticity and validity. Under the law, every 18-year-old, genuine citizen of
Pakistan is eligible for a CNIC.

A NADRA official told The Express Tribune that an internal vigilance department tasked to check
all the suspicious CNICs had identified thousands of suspicious cards and their number was
increasing. He said a majority of the people whom CNICs had been cancelled were Afghans but
people from Iraq, Sudan and Bangladesh had also acquired these identity cards. During initial
investigation, NADRA has found around 400 of its employees working in different areas across the
country suspected to be involved in the scam of granting CNICs to foreigners, which carries
serious repercussions for national security. “These officers are being questioned,” the NADRA
official said. NADRA has developed a passport issuing system for Kenya, a high-security driver’s
licence for Bangladesh and a civil registration management system for Sudan among several other
projects in the recent past.

NADRA Chairman Usman Mubeen recently said that around 70,000 CNICs had been identified as
“suspicious”. The actual number has, however, crossed 100,000 in the past few weeks, with over
25,000 CNICs already proven to have been issued to foreigners. Officials say the verification of
doubtful cases has been assigned to joint verification committees (JVCs) constituted at sub-
divisional level. In Punjab, Sindh and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa provinces, the JVCs consist of
representatives from Intelligence Bureau (IB), Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) and special branch
of police. In Balochistan, the committees comprise the area’s assistant commissioner and
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representatives from IB, ISI, Military Intelligence and police special branch.

DERA GHAZI KHAN: Security forces launched a joint operation late on Friday against militants in
Basti Saur in Tumman Lund, a tribal area in Dera Ghazi Khan. “Militant hideouts have been
destroyed and a search operation launched at the entrances of tribal areas along Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa border,” Border Military Police (BMP) Commandant Shahid Mehboob told The
Express Tribune. He said officials from the Punjab Police, Elite Force and Baloch Levies also took
part in the operation. “We took the action on reports that some militants have taken shelter in Basti
Saur in view of Operation Zarb-i-Azb,” Mehboob said. He said a large contingent of security
officials had cordoned off the area on receiving reports that several militants, including Irfan Khosa
and Usman Khosa, were at their dera in Basti Saur.

Mehboob said Irffan and Usman had received militant training in Afghanistan and had been
declared proclaimed offenders. He said security officials had to march through a rocky terrain to
reach the militant hideouts. “Many of these shelters have been destroyed. The offensive continued
until late at night,” the commandant said. He said the operation would continue until all militants
were arrested. The search operation was stopped late on Saturday. Mehboob said it would resume
on Sunday (today) morning. He said a BMP check post had been established in the area cleared
by the security forces. He said he had ordered pickets be set up at the exits and entrances to
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to check militants’ movement.

QUETTA: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and Chief Minister Balochistan Dr Abdul Malik have agreed
to hold an All Parties Conference in Quetta in the wake of Mastung massacre next week. Official
sources said, PM Nawaz and CM Abdul Malik made a telephonic contact and exchanged views on
Mastung carnage. The premier also asked the provincial chief minister to further tighten the
security in Quetta following the incident. Dr Abdul Malik apprised PM Nawaz about security
measures adopted by the provincial government after the tragic incident. During the conversation,
they agreed to hold an APC over law and order situation in Balochistan next week.Unidentified
armed men abducted more than two dozen people from Karachi-bound buses and shot dead 22 of
them.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif expressed on Saturday concern over the ‘acts’ of
foreign intelligence agencies attempting to destabilise Pakistan, while also hitting out at recent
statements of the Indian political leadership. “We would take all possible measures to control any
anti-Pakistan acts,” the premier said, according to DG ISPR Gen Asim Bajwa. The statement came
during the premier’s visit along with Army Chief General Raheel Sharif to the Inter Services
Intelligence (ISI) headquarters in Islamabad. “Terrorism and extremism are the biggest challenge
to a secure, prosperous Pakistan,” the premier added. Further, the statement came days after
Indian Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar said that India would use terrorism to counter terrorism
from other countries.

Following the statement, Adviser to the Prime Minister on National Security and Foreign Affairs
Sartaj Aziz said that Parrikar’'s statement confirms Pakistan’s apprehensions that India is involved
in terrorism in Pakistan. Expressing concern over the acts of foreign intelligence agencies
destabilising Pakistan, PM Nawaz said, “We’ll collectively defeat all designs of our enemies and
make Pakistan a secure and affluent country no matter what the cost.” Further, he emphasised the
need for more proactive and coordinated role of all intelligence agencies to bring optimum effects
to defeat all threats. The premier also lauded the efforts and achievements of ISl in countering
terrorists’ attempts and paid rich tributes to the officers and men of the agency who have laid their
lives in the line of duty. “We are proud of our premier intelligence agency and they deserve due
recognition and acknowledgement,” PM Nawaz said.

DG ISI Rizwan Akhtar briefed the meeting regarding the external security situation of the country
and the ongoing counter-terrorism operations. “Recent ongoing successful intelligence based
operations (IBOs) and number of terrorists attempts averted in near past and terrorists networks
busted across the country as a result thereof were discussed,” according to ISPR. Finance Minister
Ishaq Dar, Defence Minister Khawaja Asif, Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar, Special Advisers to
PM on foreign affairs Sartaj Aziz and Tariq Fatemi were present at the meeting.

PESHAWAR: At least 110 suspects including four Afghans were arrested during search
operations carried out in parts of Peshawar, Express News reported. Peshawar Police held around
82 suspects from areas including Yakah Toot and Wazir Bagh. Moreover, 32 suspects including 4
Aghans, who are illegally residing in Peshawar, were also arrested from Tehkal, University Town
and Gulberg areas of the city. The security forces also recovered pistols and cartridges from the
arrested — who were then shifted to an unknown place for investigation.

On May 24, as many as 30 people, including nine Afghans, were taken into custody by the police
in a city-wide operation carried out over the weekend. A police spokesperson said police teams
were now interrogating the suspects. He said they were arrested over their failure to produce any
identity documents. Operations DIG Haider Ashraf said the operation would continue for as long as
the Zimbabwean cricket team was in the city.

ISLAMABAD: The Senate Standing Committee on Interior urged the government of Afghanistan
on Thursday to hand over Mullah Fazlullah — chief of the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) — to
Pakistani authorities. Senator Rehman Malik, chairman of the Senate body on interior, said
Fazlullah was involved in the killings of thousands of Pakistanis and his arrest was essential to
give terrorists a death blow. The Senate standing committee also directed interior ministry officials
to submit details regarding terrorists arrested and killed by security forces in the ongoing
operations against militants. “It is important to know details of the terrorists that have been killed
and arrested by security forces during operations. The ministry of interior needs to submit names
of all such terrorists including their fathers’ names and pictures,” said Senator Rehman Malik,
chairman of the Senate standing committee on interior.
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Awami National Party’s Senator Shahi Syed said law enforcement agencies had arrested over
40,000 suspects, adding that the nation wanted to know the identification of those in custody.
Hamid Ali Khan, coordinator of the Nation Counter Terrorism Authority (Nacta), informed
committee members that the interior ministry had banned 127 terrorist organisations including 67
outfits that had been outlawed by the United Nations.Briefing members on implementation of the
National Action Plan (NAP), Hamid said the government had set a deadline of December 31, 2015,
for the return of Afghan refugees from Pakistan. “Over 19,000 unregistered Afghans have been
arrested by law enforcement agencies and all district administrations were directed to register
them on a priority basis,” he said. He said the ministry had cancelled 260,000 arms licenses in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 10, 000 in Punjab and 3,000 in Sindh.

Hamid said forces had arrested over 49,000 suspects during 46,000 intelligence-based operations
while the police had registered cases against 300 suspects involved in terrorism activities across
the country. Members of the committee expressed concern on the “slow momentum” in the
implementation of the 20-point National Action Plan. The Senate body directed Nacta’s national
coordinator to take steps for reforms in the curriculum of religious seminaries along with proper
registration of such institutions to keep a check on the sources of their funding. PML-N Senator
Chaudhary Tanvir said it was the responsibility of the ministry of foreign affairs to highlight
involvement of foreign countries that support terror activities inside Pakistan.

WEB DESK: United Nations on Friday awarded posthumous awards to five Pakistani
peacekeepers who laid down their lives while serving the cause of peace around the world in 2014.
The ceremony marked the annual International Day of UN Peacekeepers, where commemorative
activities were held at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, and at peacekeeping
operations and offices around the world. Currently, 125,000 UN peacekeepers, including 91,000
military personnel, 13,000 police officers as well as 17,000 international civilian and national staff
are serving in 16 operations on four continents. Pakistan is the second largest contributor to the
UN peacekeeping mission with 8,163 personnel including 7,581 troops, 487 police officials and 95
military experts serving in the UN operations in the Central African Republic, Ivory Coast, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Haiti, Liberia, Sudan and Western Sahara.

The fallen Pakistani soldiers include Naib Subedar Saleem, Akhter and Lance Naik Ibrar
Mehmood, who served with the United Nations-African Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID), Sepoy
Nazar Abbas and Lance Havildar Ghulam Nabi, who served with the United Nations Misson in
Liberia (UNMIL) and Sepoy Fahad Iftikhar, who was deployed with the United Nations
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilisation Mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA).
Pakistan has lost the third most soldiers in UN peacekeeping operations, with 137 soldiers killed.
India tops the list with 159 while Nigeria is second with 145. The International Day of United
Nations Peacekeepers was established by the General Assembly in 2002, in tribute to men and
women serving in peacekeeping operations for their professionalism, dedication and courage, and
to honour the memory of those who have lost their lives in the cause of peace.

The UN General Assembly then dedicated May 29 to peacekeepers because it was the date in
1948 when the United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation (UNTSO), the world body’s first
peacekeeping mission, began operations in Palestine. This year’s International Day of UN
Peacekeepers falls during the 70th anniversary of the United Nations, offering a chance to honour
the Blue Helmets invaluable contribution to the Organisation. The theme for the day this year is
“UN at 70: Peacekeeping: Past, Present, and Future.”

PESHAWAR: At least two security forces personnel were killed and another was injured when
militants attacked a check post in Ghulam Khan area of North Waziristan on Friday. Speaking
to The Express Tribune, a security forces official said that 15 suspected militants were also killed in
retaliatory action. Officials stated that the attack was massive, and militants used modern and
heavy weaponry. The killed personnel of Touchi Scouts were identified as Naik Qasam and Jawan
Tarig. After the attack, the injured, Fahad Mehdi Shah was airlifted from the site to Miranshah.

Soon after the attack, security forces cordoned off the area and conducted a search operation.
Earlier this month, a militant was killed and two security forces personnel were injured in a search
operation carried out by Frontier Corps in the Mashky area of Balochistan’s embattled district
Awaran. According to a Frontier Corps spokesperson, acting on a tip off security forces carried out
the search operation in Aspait area of Mashky in Awaran district against the outlawed Baloch
Liberation Front.

ISLAMABAD: The government reluctantly conceded on Wednesday that the implementation of the
National Action Plan (NAP) was faltering. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif presided over a meeting
held to look into issues relating to implementation of NAP — the 21-point counter-terrorism
strategy, that was put in place through a strong political consensus after the Dec 16 Peshawar
school tragedy. A statement on the meeting attended by key government ministers and Army Chief
Gen Raheel Sharif and ISI Director General Lt Gen Rizwan Akhtar said “measures for more
effective implementation” of NAP were discussed. The meeting took place days after the army
chief in a meeting with the prime minister flagged the problems in NAP implementation. While
there had been widespread public dissatisfaction with ineffective implementation of NAP, the
military top brass had at the corps commanders’ conference held in April publicly expressed
concerns about its lacklustre implementation with the army chief then calling for “re-energising the
National Action Plan in true letter and spirit and achieving discernible results”.

Gen Raheel Sharif shared the army’s institutional view with the prime minister at the meeting and
called for immediate steps to redress the situation. A minister, while sharing the sense of the
meeting, said “several weak areas were identified”. The areas found to be requiring greater
attention were foreign funding of seminaries and terrorist groups; proscribed organisations and
sectarian groups; hate speech; and madressah reforms. The working of apex committees which
were formed for civil-military coordination at the provincial level for implementation of NAP was
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also evaluated. The Sindh government came under severe criticism for not fully cooperating.
“Sindh apex committee was found to be one of the worst performers,” a source said, adding that
the prime minister agreed to take up the matter with the provincial government and the PPP
leadership.

The meeting deliberated on the legal challenge to military courts. The establishment of the courts
headed by military officers for two years for trying hardcore terrorists was one of the most
important elements of NAP. The military courts that started functioning in February have so far
sentenced six Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan militants. The Supreme Court is currently hearing a
petition challenging the setting up of the military courts and has restrained the execution of
convicts. The meeting also discussed next steps in Zarb-i-Azb Operation, the source said, but
refused to divulge the steps. The army chief, while speaking at the Command and Staff College,
Quetta, on last Thursday, had hinted at impending ‘decisive action’ against militants in urban
areas. “Noteworthy achievements in the operation have created a space for a decisive surge
against terrorists in urban areas and environment is getting ripe for political optimisation towards a
meaningful and sustainable closure,” Gen Sharif had said.

Police record being KARACHI: The Sindh police are being equipped with modern technology in collaboration with the
digitised in June, meeting National Database Registration Authority, which will allow every police station access to the record
told of every criminal after the installation of biometric system and digitalisation of the record. This

Daily Dawn, May 28, 2015

system is likely to be made operational in the second week of June, it emerged on Wednesday. A
presentation in this regard was given by deputy inspector general of CIA Sultan Khwaja to Sindh
Chief Secretary Muhammad Siddique Memon while he was presiding over a meeting in his office
to review progress on biometric system. The meeting was also briefed by Irrigation Secretary
Zaheer Haider Shah on the measures being taken to face apprehended monsoon flood and also of
water crisis in Lyari and Keamari. The chief secretary assured the police of every possible
assistance in expeditious in installation of biometric facility, which would also help the police in
getting immediate verification of the criminal record from Nadra. Regarding measures being taken
to strengthen the dykes before the monsoon, Mr Memon stressed the need for coordinated efforts,
specifically between the departments of irrigation and finance.

The chief secretary also directed local government secretary Imran Atta Soomro to submit a
detailed report on the reasons why the water supply plant and RO plant went out of order and why
immediate measures were not taken to activate them. DIG Sultan Khawaja informed the meeting
that work on biometric system installation being carried out in association with Nadra was in an
advanced phase and would be ready for inauguration in the first week of next month, and it would
be enforced throughout the province. After the installation of the biometric system, it would be
linked to the criminal record office (CRO), which would be digitalised, enabling all record keeping
and searching available at every police station, the DIG said and added that although the CRO
was established in 1960, it was initially attached to the fingerprints branch in the CPO and after the
police reforms in 2007 the CRO was functioning in the office of the DIG-CIA, which failed to deliver
as the data of criminals was not linked to the digital system and Nadar. The criminals had to be
brought to the CIA office for record keeping and verification of fingerprints was almost zero. He
said after equipping the CRO with modern gadgets, the capacity of lifting latent fingers from the
scene of crime and getting verification from Nadra/ CRO would help the police nab criminals and
every FIR would be based on Nadra identity numbers.

Water crisis

The water supply plants installed in Lyari and Keamari failed to deliver to the people as neither the
water supply plant nor the recently installed RO plant at a cost of Rs140 million in Lyari has
become functional, causing immense hardship to the people. The chief secretary taking notice of
the water crisis in the old city area of Karachi directed the local government department to
ascertain the provision of potable water supply in all water scarcity areas and also to re-activate
the RO and water supply plants immediately. The chief secretary asked the secretary for local
government to submit a detailed report on reasons why the water supply plant and RO plant went
out of order and why immediate measures were not taken to activate them.

Flood

Secretary for Irrigation Zaheer Haider Shah told the meeting about various measures being taken
to strengthen vulnerable flood points in view of monsoon flash floods. He said work on Old Thori
Bund, located on the right of the Indus river, near Kashmore, from 0 to 23 miles, was being carried
out at a cost of Rs300 million while the Quadirpur Loop Bund, on the left of the Indus, near Ghotki,
was also being strengthened at a cost of Rs90 million. Work on Ultra Jagir Bund, near Khairpur,
was about to complete at a cost of Rs450 million. He said work of strengthening the embankments
would be completed by July 15. Meanwhile, he said, that monitoring of water flow in the Indus had
started and a monsoon cell had been set up at the headquarters, which was working round the
clock. In reply to a question, the irrigation secretary told Dawn that at present the water flow was
over 100,000 cusecs while during flood it reached between 350,000 and 400,000 cusecs.

Execution of NAP: Sindh ISLAMABAD: A high-level huddle on Wednesday expressed satisfaction over the resumption of
govt’s inaction channels of communication between the interior ministry and the Prime Minister House to
: : coordinate implementation of the new counterterrorism plan but voiced dismay over its poor
g;vi?fgpf’r(e)sl?!rilbcuggwgy 28 2015 execution in Sindh. Chaired by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, the civil-military huddle pored over
’ ’ the National Action Plan (NAP), reviewed progress of Operation Zarb-e-Azb and discussed

repatriation of the temporarily displaced persons (TDPs). Attendees included Interior Minister
Chaudhry Nisar, Finance Minister Ishaq Dar, Defence Minister Khawaja Asif, Chief of Army Staff
Gen Raheel Sharif and ISI chief Lt-Gen Rizwan Akhtar. Sources said the federal government and
top civil and military leadership were pleased that the interior ministry and the Prime Minister
House were communicating again. Premier Nawaz and Chaudhry Nisar had developed some
differences, which affected their coordination on NAP’s execution. However, their
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misunderstandings were removed in a one-to-one reconciliatory meeting on Tuesday.
Disappointment in Sindh

The civil and military leadership believe the Sindh government has not complied with the apex
committee’s decisions regarding the law and order situation in Karachi and NAP’s execution, said
a source. “The committee’s recommendation of deploying professional and competent police
officers was also ignored,” he said. “Similarly, the counter-terrorism force (CTF) for Sindh’s urban
areas, particularly for Karachi, has yet to shape up.” Despite their disappointment in the Sindh
government, the civil and military leadership vowed to continue the ongoing surgical operation in
Karachi.

Appreciation for Punjab

The civil and military leadership were satisfied with the Punjab government as regards NAP’s
execution, said a source. Punjab Home Minister Col (retd) Shuja Khanzada told The Express
Tribune that under the NAP, Punjab had geotagged all madrassas, arrested all criminals under the
fourth schedule and executed 100 convicts. “Around 840 CTF personnel are carrying out raids
across the province while 4,200 suspects have been arrested under the Anti-Terrorism Act.” Army
chief Gen Raheel briefed the meeting about the Operation Zarb-e-Azb and the expansion of its
scope to Shawal Valley. Regarding the unrest in Balochistan, the civil and military leadership
discussed the Research & Analysis Wing’s involvement as well as cooperation with Afghanistan to
tackle the issue, said a source. “The meeting expressed satisfaction over the recent agreement
between the Afghanistan’s intelligence agency and the ISI.”

Funds for TDPs

About the repatriation and rehabilitation of the TDPs in North Waziristan, South Waziristan and
Tirah Valley, the military sought Rs200 billion from the federal government, according to a source.
“However, the Centre could promise only Rs40 billion.”

Balochistan law and order

Premier Nawaz chaired a meeting at the PM House to discuss the political and law and order
situation in Balochistan. He said the government was providing necessary funds for the
development and taking concrete steps to ensure peace, security and stability in the province. He
said Balochistan would greatly benefit from the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, bringing a
wave of prosperity in the province.

ISLAMABAD: The role of social cohesion is extremely important and indispensible for the
functioning of a state. This was stated by Law and Justice Commission of Pakistan (LJCP)
Secretary Muhammad Sarwar Khan in a lecture to a select audience at the Sustainable
Development Policy Institute (SDPI) here on Wednesday. The secretary said state effectiveness
was a function of state service, which required state delivery, societal integration and social
cohesion. “A state cannot function without social cohesion,” he stressed. Khan stressed on striving
for a rule of law-based Pakistan. He mentioned that while the role of the state and the rule of law
were defined in the Constitution, “we cannot just sit back and look at the rule of law and assume
we have done our job.” He added that individuals must get engaged in policy debate and the
process should be democratised.

Khan further said that terrorism, crime, violence and extremism were evidence of fragmentation of
the state. “A state must be representative of its people and development is always local,” the
secretary said. The lecture was followed by signing of an MoU between the SDPI and the LJCP for
research collaboration, capacity building and outreach activities.

PESHAWAR: Jamaat-i-Islami chief Sirajul Haq has urged the government to allow internally
displaced persons of Fata to go back to their homes before Ramazan. The JI chief stated this while
talking to a delegation of elders and leaders of various political parties from Fata here on Tuesday,
according to a press release. Mr Haq said that the schedule prepared by the government for the
return of IDPs of North Waziristan Agency was not feasible and suggested that authorities should
take elders into confidence before finalising their return programme. He claimed that half a million
tribal people had migrated to Afghanistan before military operation in North Waziristan Agency last
year. Therefore, the government should make arrangements for the return of the refugees from the
neighbouring country. He said that return process of IDPs was purely a political issue and it should
not be linked with the military operation.

He said that the government should fix timeframe for the completion of military operation and the
process should be accomplished as soon as possible. Mr Haq asked the government to announce
package for the rehabilitation of over two million IDPs of Fata. He said that thousands of children
had been residing in tents without proper facilities of health and education. The JI senator said that
IDPs had been left at the mercy of the army, and the federal government had abandoned them. He
said that IDPs were being harassed when they travelled from one place to another. He expressed
concern over reports about demolition of residential and commercial properties in Mirali and
Miramshah areas and said that such tactics would not leave positive impact on the minds of
tribesmen.

KARACHI: The Pakistan Rangers, Sindh, on Tuesday claimed to have killed six Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan suspects, arrested a wounded suspect and recovered a child who had been kidnapped
for ransom during two separate raids conducted in the Mominabad area of Orangi Town. The two
raids conducted by the paramilitary force in Fagir Colony late Monday night and Al-Sadaf Colony
early Tuesday morning were part of the ongoing search operations, the officials said. Mominabad
SHO Chaudhry Tufail said that a young man, identified as Tauseef Kamran, was caught in the
crossfire. He said investigation was under way to ascertain the exact details of the incident.
However, the Rangers spokesperson denied that any passer-by had been killed in the exchange of
fire. The paramilitary officials said the Rangers foiled a plan of the terrorists to attack the Malir
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cantonment and claimed to have seized seven suicide jackets, 76kg explosive material, ball
bearings, eight ready-to-use improvised explosive devices, a magnetic IED, two SMGs, seven
repeaters, three 107-rockets, three grenades, three rifles, three pistols, 37 mobile phones, one
GPS, 100 SIM cards and 1,000 ‘primer’ cards.

Giving details of the late-night raid, Sachal Rangers Commander Brig Khurram told a press
conference that the raid was conducted on the information provided by the interior ministry and the
Sindh government on a house near Good Choice Model School in Fagir Colony, Mominabad.
When the troops encircled the home, the terrorists opened fire on them and also lobbed hand
grenades, wounding one soldier of the paramilitary force, the officer said. The officer said that the
targeted actions were carried out over ‘credible information’ provided by the federal interior ministry
and the Sindh government that the terrorists were planning a major terror attack in Karachi. He
said the suspects on seeing the personnel resorted to firing with heavy weapons and hurled hand
grenades at them. When the Rangers retaliated, the terrorists destroyed the home by exploding an
IED, with the result that three terrorists were killed while one terrorist was arrested in wounded
condition.

Earlier, DIG-West Feroze Shah had told the media soon after the late-night explosion that a
suicide bomber had blown himself up. The Rangers officer, however, claimed it was an IED blast.
During the house search, the officials seized two hand grenades, three rifles, three pistols, five
IEDs in ready condition, 16kg explosive material, a suicide jacket containing around seven
kilograms of explosive material laced with nuts and bolts. Brig Khurram said the Rangers also
conducted a raid on a house in Al Sadaf Colony early Tuesday morning on ‘credible information
about the presence of terrorists and kidnappers’. In an ensuing exchange of fire, two suspects
were killed while another wearing a suicide jacket blew himself up, said the Rangers officer. The
police said that a passer-by was also caught in the crossfire, but the paramilitary force
spokesperson denied the death of any passer-by in the exchange of fire. Later during a house
search, the Rangers seized two SMGs, seven repeaters, three 107-rockets, one magnetic IED,
three ready-to-use IEDs, one grenade, six suicide jackets, 60kg explosive material, ball bearings,
37 mobile phones, one GPS, 100 SIM cards and 1,000 ‘primer’ cards.

Brig Khurram claimed that the officials also recovered from the house a child, Fahad Mirza, who
had been kidnapped 20 days ago from Baldia Town for ransom of ‘millions’ of rupees. He
disclosed that they also had received information that the terrorists were planning a rocket attack
on Malir cantonment.An official at the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital told Dawn that the Mominabad
police had brought four bodies of young men to the hospital on Tuesday. One of them had died of
injuries caused by explosive material, while the others had sustained bullet wounds, said the
hospital official. The Rangers did not disclose the identity of the deceased but said the suspects
belonged to the outlawed TTP. Meanwhile, the Rangers also claimed to have seized arms,
ammunition and explosive material during a raid in Landhi.

Dar clears release of ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Ishaq Dar has approved the immediate release of 85,000 metric

O DR G R R CE R gl tonnes of wheat for the temporary displaced person (TDPs) of Federally Administered Tribal Areas

TDPs (FATA) and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) for the next four months, Radio Pakistan reported. The

The Express Tribune, May 27, 2015 wheat would be handed over to the United Nations World Food Programme for distribution among
’ ¢ the TDPs. Dar tasked the authorities concerned to complete the release by June 8.

As a phase-wise return of families affected by the continuing military offensive is underway in the
tribal areas, the government has said that it will take nearly 20 months to repatriate all the TDPs to
their homes, with the exercise set to cost the exchequer Rs175 billion. As many as 336,762
families from FATA were displaced due to the fighting in the tribal areas and a counter-operation
launched by the government last June. This would be carried out in five phases from March 2015
to December 2016.

Arms verification: Sindh KARACHI: The Sindh government has decided to cancel 595,146 arms licences because the
govt cancels over 595,000 licence-holders failed to verify them with the relevant offices. The decision was taken at a cabinet
arms licences meeting, presided over by Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah and attended by all the cabinet members,
The Express Tribune, May 27, 2015 at CM House on Wednesday. Provincial home secretary Mukhtiar Soomro said that the verification

¢ ¢ process had been initiated for the 1,057,456 arms licences that had been issued in the province
since they started maintaining records. According to him, the government had so far received
462,310 licence verification applications, of which 56,891 licences had been verified while 184,750
were pending with the National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA) and 272,510 others
were awaiting approval with the relevant deputy commissioners. “These figures show that 595,146
licence-holders have not applied for verification,” said the CM, pointing out that the May 19
deadline for verification had passed. A CM House spokesperson said that, in the wake of this
decision, a circular will be issued to arms dealers, post offices and National Bank to consider
licences verified by NADRA as valid for renewal. “The government had already told people to verify
their arms licences during the campaign so all the stakeholders know about it.” The arms
verification process was initiated in October 2013 on the directives of the Supreme Court but the
deadline was repeatedly extended by the government.

Law and order

Sindh IG Ghulam Hyder Jamali briefed the cabinet about the arrests of the suspects involved in the
Safoora bus tragedy, which claimed the lives of 45 members of the Ismaili community on May 13,
adding that the detained men had also confessed to the murder of social activist Sabeen Mahmud
as well as other crimes. Identifying the arrested men as Tahir Minhas, Saad Aziz, Muhammad
Azhar Ishrat and Hafiz Nasir Ahmed, Jamali said that it was Minhas who had opened fire inside the
bus. He claimed that they had also admitted to firing at Jinnah Medical and Dental College vice-
principal Debra Lobo as well as a grenade attack on a school, bomb attack on the Bohri
community, and attacks on naval personnel, Rangers officials and police personnel in Karachi and
Hyderabad. Jamali also mentioned the incident outside the Sindh High Court on May 23 when
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former home minister Dr Zulfiqar Mirza appeared in court for confirmation of his bail. He claimed
that a number of vehicles with armed personnel in plainclothes tried to accompany Mirza into the
court premises, adding that they were arrested by the police.

Preparing for the budget

Finance minister Murad Ali Shah told the cabinet that the provincial government had entered an
agreement with the World Bank to initiate the Sindh Public Sector Management Reform Project,
which aims to mobilise resources and improve public financial management. According to the
minister, the net receipts for 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 were Rs469.4 billion and Rs510 billion
respectively, compared to budget estimates of Rs570.8 billion and Rs595.5 billion. He attributed
the shortfall to the sluggish economy, inefficiencies in tax administration and tax collection, the ban
on disposal of government land and delayed execution of donor-funded projects.

NEWS DESK: FATA Director General Projects Syed Imtiaz Hussain Shah said the government
was committed to facilitating the repatriation of displaced people and providing basic facilities
across the tribal belt. He was addressing the sixth meeting of the Donors Coordination Steering
Committee (DCSC) held at a local hotel in Islamabad. The meeting was attended by government
officers, the international donors’ community and members of the civil society organisations. The
DG said the government, in collaboration with international development partners, had taken many
interventions for mainstreaming Fata. He said the journey would continue and a lot more had to be
done in this regard. Welcoming the participants, Shah said that the DCSC had a mechanism to
bring all the stakeholders together and help them synergise their efforts in a concerted manner. He
hoped that the forum would provide a basis for sustainable development.

LAHORE: Police registered a case on Monday under anti-terrorism act against the people who
had vandalized a church in Basti Dhoop Sarri in Sanda and wounded several policemen deployed
there to protect it on Sunday night. Police said the case had been registered against 545 people on
charges of terrorism and attacking a place of worship. Around 40 suspects have already been
arrested. “Some 500-600 people have been booked under terrorism charges for vandalising the
church, damaging public and private property and injuring 10 policemen,” Igbal Town SP
(Investigation) ljaz Shafi Dogar told Dawn. He said the situation in the area was under control and
police were trying to maintain peace. He said that 45 people were named in the FIR while others
remained ‘unidentified’. “We are conducting raids for more arrests, especially those who have been
named in the FIR,” the SP said.

Mr Dogar said the case was registered against the assailants on behalf of the state under sections
TATA, 295-A, 432, 436, 148 and 149 of the Pakistan Penal Code. Scores of people had gathered
outside the Gulshan-i-Ravi police station on Sunday night to protest the alleged desecration of the
Holy Quran by a Christian youth earlier in the day and demanded that the suspect be handed over
to them. They dispersed when police assured them that a case had been registered against the
suspect under the blasphemy laws (295-B), but they reassembled in Basti Dhoop Sarri to attack
the church and the house of the suspect. In the meantime, a police party led by DIG (Operations)
Haider Ashraf reached the scene and had to use the force when the mob attacked them. Tensions
ran high in the area after Sunday evening’s incident. There is a long history of religion-based
trouble in the county and Lahore and its surroundings have been at the centre of some ugly faith-
related incidents in the recent past. In March 2013, Christian residents of Joseph Colony, Lahore,
were attacked, leading to destruction on a large scale.

In November 2014, a Christian couple was burnt to death in Kot Radha Kishan, an hour’s drive
towards south of the Punjab capital. Then in March this year, police was posted at various
churches in the wake of violence following suicide attacks in a church in Youhanabad. Igbal Town
SP (Operations) Muhammad Igbal said a local leader of the Shabab-i-Milli, Tariq, had gathered the
mob to torch the churches in Basti Dhoop Sarri. He said police timely acted, averted the incident
and saved the Christian community. He said police had baton-charged and used teargas on
protestors when policemen were pelted with stones. He said police were deployed to guard the
churches and residential localities of Christians in the area.

QUETTA: Four suspects involved in the attack on President Mamnoon Hussain’s son in the
industrial town of Hub on Thursday morning were arrested, Frontier Corps officials told The
Express Tribune. “Four people of the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) were arrested in the search
operation,” FC spokesperson Khan Wassey said. Acting on a tip off, FC conducted a search
operation where in they arrested suspected militants involved in the attack on Salman Mamnoon
on Sunday. As of now, the suspected militants are being questioned for more information. At least
three people were killed while 13 others, including four police personnel were wounded in a
remote-controlled bomb blast possibly aimed at the convoy of President Mamnoon Hussain’s son
in Hub, the industrial town of Balochistan, on Sunday evening. “The convoys of the President’s son
Salman Mamnoon and DPO Lasbela Bashir Brohi were passing by the area when a huge
explosion occurred,” ASP Investigation Hub Jam Mandokhel told The Express Tribune. “An ASI of
the Karachi police and three other policemen on duty to guard the Salman sustained injuries,” he
said.

Two suspects arrested in Dasht area

Later on Tuesday, two suspected militants were arrested in the Dasht area of the Kech District.
“The militants were involved in attacks on frontier corps and FWO’s construction,” FC
spokesperson Khan Wassey told The Express Tribune. He added that FC recovered automatic
weapons from their custody.

At least five security personnel were seriously injured in a blast that occurred while they attempted
to defuse an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) in the troubled Bajaur Agency. The personnel
were defusing the explosives in the Babara Chaharmang area of Nawagai sub division, some 20
kilometers west of the agency’s headquarters Khar on Tuesday. Following the blast, security
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forces cordoned off the area and began a search operation, which is still on going. Elaborating
more on the incident, an official of the political administration in the area said the personnel had
received information of the IED’s presence, which, upon attempts to defuse, exploded.

He further said that a member of Bomb Disposal Unit (BDU), Naib Subedar Mujeeb, was among
those injured in the blast. Four of the injured victims were airlifted to Peshawar and are said to be
in critical condition, while another was shifted to a hospital in Khar. On May 12, at least five people,
including tribal elder Malik Muhammad Jan from Mamond tehsil, were killed in an IED attack in Bar
Kamar Sar, Khar. On May 1, peace committee leader Khalid Khan was killed in the same Nawagai
subdivision of the agency.

Terror attempt foiled

Meanwhile, security forces thwarted an attempt to cause massive destruction as they found and
defused 37kg of explosives hidden in the fields in Manoska area of Shabgadar, Charsadda.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Defence, Khawaja Asif on Tuesday said Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) was fighting as India’s proxy against Pakistan. Speaking in Geo News program ‘Aaj
Shahzeb Khanzada Kay Sath’, Khawaja Asif said there has been a nexus between Indian
intelligence agencies and terrorists operating in Pakistan. The Defence Minister said this has been
the situation in Pakistan since it launched operation Zarb-e-Azb in the tribal belt against the local
and foreign terrorists. He said the Balochistan province was facing Indian sponsored unrest. “Our
soldiers are battling against the Taliban militants as an enemy,” he said.

PESHAWAR: A training aircraft of the Pakistan Air Force crashed in Swabi district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province on Monday. In a short statement, PAF spokesperson Air Commodore SM
ALi said that a K-8 trainer aircraft was destroyed when it crashed during a training mission in Zaida
village of KP's Swabi district. The spokesman added that both pilots of the aircraft ejected safely.
He further said a board of inquiry has been ordered by Air Headquarters to determine the cause of
accident. No loss of civilian life or property was reported on the ground. Earlier this month an army
helicopter ferrying foreign envoys and their spouses crashed into a school in Gilgit's scenic Naltar
Valley, killing at least eight people.

The ambassadors of Norway, Indonesia and the Philippines were among the dead. Wives of the
Ambassador of Indonesia and the High Commissioner of Malaysia, both pilots of the Mi-17
chopper and a crew member were also killed in the accident, reportedly caused due to a technical
fault during landing. A Pakistan Air Force (PAF) Mirage aircraft had also crashed nearBalochistan's
Sonmiani tehsil in April during a routine operational training mission. The pilot had remained unhurt
in the incident as he had managed to eject safely before the crash.

GHALLANAI: A former senator Abdul Wahid’s vehicle came under an IED attack on Monday
morning, about three kilometres west of Mohmand Agency headquarter Ghallanai. Senator
Wahid’s son and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) FATA leader Malik Daud Khan told The Express
Tribune that his father was coming back from Ghallanai when his vehicle came under the IED
attack on main Mohmand-Bajaur Road near Durba Khel. While the vehicle was destroyed, the
senator sustained minor injuries. Senator Wahid remained a senator from 1985 to 1994. Two of his
nephews, Bilal Rehman is a current MNA from the agency since 2008 whereas Hilal Rehman is a
senator and chairman of the SAFRON standing committee. Meanwhile, two other IED attacks took
place in Ziarat Safi tehsil of Mohmand Agency early Monday. Four former peace committee
volunteers were injured.

Tehsildar Safi while talking to The Express Tribune over telephone said the first blast took place at
8am when former Safi peace committee leader Subidar Safi's vehicle was coming towards Safi
tehsil Lakaro. As a result, two volunteers were injured while the vehicle was completely damaged.
The injured were shifted to Bajaur Hospital. The other IED exploded at 12.30pm when volunteers
of the said committee were bringing meal for their fellow volunteers on a motorbike. Subidar Safi
remained a peace committee leader in Safi till January 2008, and was later expelled from Ghalanai
headquarters, and the peace committee was abolished. He is also a Pakistan Muslim League
(PML) leader in FATA. Last Sunday, unidentified men had attacked a well-known transporter of
Mohmand and Bajaur Agency, Bughdad Shah’s home at Durba Khel Ghallanai, where in exchange
of fire his watchman, Jameel Khan, a resident of Shabqadar, breathed his last.

WEB DESK: Pakistan’s elite special forces unit, army’s Special Services Group (SSG) has been
listed as the best special forces group, ahead of units such as the US Navy SEALs and the British
Special Air Service group. The list, by Business Insider Australia ranked Pakistani commandos as
the best of the nine top elite forces from around the world. Called the ‘Black Storks’, due to the
unique headgear worn, soldiers in the unit have to complete a 36-mile march in just 12 hours and a
five-mile run in 20 minutes in full gear. For operational reference, it mentioned the 2009 operation
that the SSG conducted to rescue the 39 people held hostage by suspected Taliban militants who
had attacked the army’s headquarters in Rawalpindi. The SSG have been deployed in a number of
operations in Pakistan from prison takeovers, to fighting terrorists in North Waziristan.

Other forces making the list

Coming in second on the list were Spain’s Naval Special Warfare Force, and was called as one of
Europe’s best respected special forces. Next in line was Russia’s Naval Special Warfare Force
‘Alpha Group’, serving as the nation’s elite anti-terrorism unit. France’s fabled 200-strong National
Gendarmerie Intervention Group (GIGN), trained especially to respond to hostage situations, came
in on four. Israel's Sayeret Matkal made it to the fifth spot. Its primary purpose is intelligence-
gathering and operating deep behind enemy lines. Along with Mossad, it is suspected to have
aided in carrying out a hit in Dubai using falsified passports. The British Special Air Service (SAS),
who have the famous motto ‘Who dares wins’, were listed on number six. The UK equivalent of the
Navy SEALs, Special Boat Service, came in on number seven. The unit specialises in intense
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training and interrogation.

The US Navy SEALS, a special unit of which carried out Operation Neptune Spear to kill Osama
bin Laden in Abbottabad in 2011 were listed on eight. To join the SEALS, one has to prove they
are the toughest warriors around and they are asked to prove this by completing a minimum of 42
push-ups in two minutes, 50 sit-ups in two minutes, and run 1.5 miles in 11 minutes before they
even start training. The last one on the list are the US Marines. It is an odd listing since they are
not considered an elite unit. They have a reputation of being pretty tough in their own right.
Marines undergo weeks of rigorous training exercises especially designed to overcome those who
cannot hit their exacting standards.

UNITED NATIONS: The United Nations will honour the sacrifices of five Pakistani soldiers, among
over 100 peacekeepers who laid down their lives while serving the cause of peace around the
world in 2014 at a ceremony scheduled to be held in late May. The ceremony, which will take place
on May 29, marks the annual International Day of UN Peacekeepers. Commemorative activities
will be held at United Nations Headquarters in New York, and at peacekeeping operations and
offices around the world. Currently, 125,000 UN peacekeepers, including 91,000 military
personnel, 13,000 police officers as well as 17,000 international civilian and national staff are
serving in 16 operations on four continents. Pakistan is the second largest contributor to the UN
peacekeeping mission with 8,163 personnel including 7,581 troops, 487 police officials and 95
military experts serving in the UN operations in the Central African Republic, Ivory Coast, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Haiti, Liberia, Sudan and Western Sahara.

The fallen Pakistani soldiers include Naib Subedar Saleem, Akhter and Lance Naik Ibrar
Mehmood, who served with the United Nations-African Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID), Sepoy
Nazar Abbas and Lance Havildar Ghulam Nabi, who served with the United Nations Misson
in Liberia (UNMIL) and Sepoy Fahad Iftikhar, who was deployed with the United Nations
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilisation Mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA). The
International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers was established by the General Assembly in
2002, in tribute to men and women serving in peacekeeping operations for their professionalism,
dedication and courage, and to honour the memory of those who have lost their lives in the cause
of peace. The UN General Assembly then dedicated May 29 to peacekeepers because it was the
date in 1948 when the United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation (UNTSO), the world body’s
first peacekeeping mission, began operations in Palestine. This year’s International Day of UN
Peacekeepers falls during the 70th anniversary of the United Nations, offering a chance to honour
the Blue Helmets invaluable contribution to the Organisation. The theme for the day this year is
“UN at 70: Peacekeeping: Past, Present, and Future.”
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KARACHI: A young resident of Orangi Town on Saturday became the sixth victim of the deadly
Naegleria fowleri, commonly known as the ‘brain-eating’ amoeba, this year in Sindh, officials
said.Mohammad Muallim, 22, who had been under treatment at the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK) for
the past two days, was the fifth patient to have died from the disease in May, the officials added.The
officials also confirmed to Dawn the presence of another young patient suffering from the disease in a
government health facility.The lethal amoeba, which survives on the bacteria in warm waters and
enters the human brain through nasal cavity and eats up its tissues, could only be eliminated through
proper chlorination or boiling of water.The officials said that Muallim, who resided in Orangi Town'’s
MPR Colony, had been brought to the CHK two days ago in a critical condition and admitted to the
medical intensive care unit. He died at the hospital after falling into a coma on Saturday, they
said.“The patient had a history of three days of severe headache, nausea and irritability,” said
Karachi health director Dr Zafar Ejaz while speaking to Dawn.

RAWALPINDI: Confusion prevailed over the re-opening of CNG filling stations in the twin cities of
Rawalpindi and Islamabad on Friday as most people visited different stations but had to return empty
handed. The government and All Pakistan CNG Association (APCNGA) on Thursday announced that
the filling stations would be reopened across the province on Friday.However, mostly people visited
the filling stations and found them closed.“Both the government and the CNG dealers have ganged
up against the people,” said Mohammad Taimoor, a resident of Peshawar Road.He said after
listening to the announcement, he visited many stations but none of them offered gas as the owners
refused to open the filling stations.He said there was a confusion over the price of the gas.Abdullah
Khan, a resident of Chaklala Scheme-lIl, said instead of wasting time to search for the ‘cheap’ fuel, it
would be better to use petrol.He said that he visited three CNG stations on Ch. Bostan Khan Road
but all were closed. He said that the announcement of reopening of CNG stations were just to befool
the people. He said that the government should permanently stop supplying the gas to the CNG filling
stations.

Ghayyas Abdullah Paracha of APCNGA told Dawn that due to some technical reasons the dealers
could not open the filling stations on Friday but would now open on Saturday.“The Sui Northern Gas
Pipelines (SNGPL) has assured to restore the gas supply to the stations Friday night,” he said.“The
price of gas was fixed at Rs57 per litre instead of kilogramme as to show the difference between the
price of petrol and gas. The gas can be count in litres,” he said.Abbas Khan of Kandan Group of CNG
Owners Association claimed that a dispute with the SNGPL was the main reason behind the delay in
reopening of the CNG stations.“The government did not agree to reduction of price to Rs52 per litre
instead of Rs57,” he said.However, a CNG owner told Dawn that the government and CNG
association were trying to attract the people towards use of gas as fuel otherwise the price of gas
increased by 12 per cent.He said after reopening of gas stations, the people would find petrol much
cheaper and they will come back to petrol as fuel instead of gas.

Finance Minister Senator Ishaq Dar has constituted a high level committee to resolve a dispute
between Port Qasim Authority (PQA) and Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) regarding exemption in
duty for four tug boats procured to escort and harbour operation of LNG carriers and FSRU, official
sources told Business Recorder. Both the PQA and FBR are fighting with each on this issue for the
last several months and finally PQA approached the Economic Co-ordination Committee (ECC) to get
it resolved. The ECC heard the viewpoint of both public sector organisations but failed to evolve a
consensus. Giving the background, the sources said, an LNG import terminal had been developed at
Port Qasim by M/s Engro Elengy Terminal (Pvt) Limited (EETPL). Under clause 3.14.1 of the
Implementation Agreement (lA) signed with EETPL, the PQA was required to develop LNG-related
port infrastructure, including acquisition of four specialised ASD LNG compatible tugs for escort and
harbour operation of LNG carriers and FSRU. However, due to a weak financial position of PQA, the
Ministry of Ports and Shipping took up the matter with the ECC through a summary of October 27,
2014 for grant/loan of $60 million for purchase of four ASD tugs. The ECC directed that PQA should
ensure availability of four tug boats through its own resources. Accordingly, PQA arranged the tugs
through hire on a charter basis for a period of two years from its own resources. The Ministry of Ports
and Shipping argues that clause 7.1(b) of the LNG Policy, 2011 envisages fiscal incentives in the
form of exemption from taxes and custom duties on import of equipment for LNG terminal. The
sources said, Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) was requested to exempt from duty and taxes,
acquisition of four ASD LNG compatible tugs either on lease purchase or hire purchase by the PQA.
Ministry Petroleum and Natural Resources (MoP&NR) also endorsed the exemption. However, FBR
regretted to accede to the request of Ministry of Ports and Shipping on the plea that tug boats are not
covered under SRO 678(1)/2004 of August 7, 2014.

The sources further stated that the ECC was briefed on May 21, 2015 that the existing fleet of PQA
tugs was not LNG compatible and the imported ASD tugs are specially designed and constructed to
meet the standards of LNG carriers which are costly as the leasing cost of the tugs was $25 million
for two years and the customs duty was estimated at $9 million. With addition of the fuel cost the
annual expenditure comes to approximately $20 million. Being a huge financial liability, it does not
justify the business return of LNG carriers coming to Port Qasim. The Ministry of Ports and Shipping
argued that the SRO 678(1)/2004 was issued almost more than ten years ago and the LNG Policy,
20111 clearly provides for exemption from customs duty with total exemption from sales tax and
withholding tax on plant, equipment and machinery not manufactured locally and proposed that the
ECC may approve exemption of temporary import of four ASD LNG compatible tugs, from customs
duty and sales tax as envisaged in the clause 7.1(b) LNG Policy, 2011. The FBR did not agree with
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the argument put forth by the Ministry of Ports and Shipping and maintained that the exemption
requested cannot be allowed. After hearing the arguments of Ministry of Ports and Shipping, officials
of Port Qasim Authority and Federal Board of Revenue, Finance Minister constituted a committee
comprising Prime Minister Special Assistant on Cabinet, Prime Minister Special Assistant on Law,
Secretary Ports and Shipping and Chairman FBR to examine the issue and submit their
recommendation of the ECC in its next meeting.

LAHORE: All Pakistan CNG Association (APCNGA) Central Chairman, Ghayas Abdullah Piracha
has said that Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) will be available at CNG stations for almost 18 to 20 days in
a month. Talking to APP here Saturday, he said that according to the schedule issued by the
government, the LNG would be available at CNG stations till June 6 while the next schedule of LNG
availibility would be issued in next month. To a question regarding closed CNG stations in the city, he
said that stations' owners have finalized all arrangements to ensure the supply of LNG to motorists
but the stations' reopening process was delayed as the government's teams have not visited the
stations yet to install gas meters. He said that reopening of CNG stations by the federal government
would revive the waning CNG industry worth Rs 450 billion, which could also help stabilize the
country's economy.

Ghayas said that with the use of LNG by the CNG sector, about two billion liters of petrol could be
saved annually, adding that price of LNG was fixed at Rs 57 per liter as it was still very much cheaper
fuel than petrol. He said that reopening would help thousands of people to get jobs while millions
would benefit from affordable transportation and it would also improve environment and reduce
inflation in the country. The APCNGA leader thanked Minister for Petroleum and Natural Resources
Shahid Khagan Abbasi for his special support enabling the CNG stations owners to reopen their
stations after 7-month in Punjab. He hoped that all issues would be settle down with mutual
cooperatio

Punjab Government and China are working on several mega power projects with a total power
generation capacity of nearly four thousand megawatts. This was stated by the Punjab Secretary for
Energy, Dr. Asad Gillani while briefing a ten member delegation of Chinese Experts in Lahore on
Saturday. He said that the power generation of one thousand megawatts will be secured from Quaid
e Azam Solar Park near Bahawalpur by end of next year. He said that work is also underway on a
twelve hundred megawatts power project at Sheikhupura. He said that four hundred megawatts
electricity can be generated in Punjab through small hydel projects. On the occasion, the Chinese
experts showed interest in investing in the energy sector of Punjab. The head of delegation
appreciated the efforts of Punjab Government for end of energy crises.

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court has declared as illegal the recovery of surcharges, like
Equalisation Surcharge, Debt Servicing Surcharge, Universal Obligation Fund Surcharge and Neelam
Jhelum Surcharge, under electricity bills and directed the federal government to refund the amount
collected under the heads of surcharges. A division bench comprising Justice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah
and Justice Ayesha A. Malik issued the order on Friday disposing of an intra court appeal (ICA) filed
by a cement company and others. Advocate Azhar Siddique, the leading counsel of the appellants,
argued that the power of the government to levy the impugned surcharges under Section 31(5) of the
NEPRA Act, 1997, was a negation of the Constitution.

KARACHI: With the ongoing battle against energy crisis, the Sindh government finally generated one
megawatt from the Thar coal power plant through an underground coal gasification process on
Thursday. According to officials, power generation will be enhanced to 10MW by the end of this year
and 100MW by 2016. “We have successfully produced 1MW and 4MW is present in our system.
Initially, the electricity will be supplied to our projects and a nearby village,” said renowned scientist Dr
Samar Mubarakmand, who heads the project. Ten wells have been dug up for Thar coal-fired power
plant near Islamkot, each with a distance of 50 metres. After the gasification process, pure gas is
connected to coal gas generators imported from China from where the electricity is produced,
according to officials. “In these wells, steel pipes are drilled down to 600 feet to reach the coal bed
and pump out underground water. We later fire the coal inside with compressed air to produce the
gas mixed with other particles,” said Engineer Abdul Manan Larik, who supervises work on block five
of the coal field in Tharparkar.

“We have installed a gas purification plant to get rid of unnecessary particles including carbon and
sulphur in order to produce pure gas that is linked with generators,” Larik said. He said the
government had earlier allocated Rs10 billion for this project to generate 100MW under the
gasification pilot project, but due to financial constraints, there has been no tangible progress in the
past five years. “We have so far received Rs3 billion. We would have finished our task had funds
been provided on time,” he said, adding there was no transmission line in the area and the
government was going to earmark funds for it.

Mubarakmand was of the view that there was around 175 billion tons of coal reserves that have the
potential to generate 5,000MW for at least 800 years. “The same quality of coal is found in Austria
where power is being generated through under-ground gasification. Pakistan is blessed with many
natural resources, but there is a need for proper planning and implementation,” he said. On the other
hand, the provincial government in collaboration with Sindh Engro Coal Mining Company has started
open-pit mining on block two in the same area. They have announced the setting up of two power
plants with generation capacity of 330MW and 660MW by 2018.

Officials in the energy department said the entire exercise required an estimated $2 billion. “Around
$1 billion will be spent on the development of the coal-fired power plant and $0.9 billion on mining,” a
senior official said. While Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and PPP Co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari
conducted the ground-breaking of the power plant some time ago, the federal government has yet to
issue the schedule to lay the transmission line to link the Thar coal power plant with the national grid.
“The Sindh chief minister sent a second reminder to the federal government and the National
Transmission and Dispatch Company, asking for a schedule for the transmission line as 100MW is
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likely to be produced from the Thar plant by next year, but all in vain,” said a spokesperson for the
Chief Minister House.

KARACHI: Chief Minister (CM) Sindh Syed Qaim Ali Shah chaired a meeting in CM House Karachi
on Saturday to discuss the water crises in the city. Chief Secretary Sindh, Secretary Local
Government, Commissioner Karachi and Managing Director (MD) Water Board participated in the
meeting. CM Sindh issued 120 million rupees to install new cables for electricity in pumping stations
of Water Board. CM was briefed by the officials that the process of water supply has improved after
the administration’s steps like providing free water tankers, repairing pumping stations and no load
shedding on important pumping stations. Water Board has appointed chief engineer Noor Ahmed
Chohan as the focal person in order to control Naegleria, on the orders of CM Sindh.

LAHORE: All Pakistan Textile Mills Association Chairman SM Tanveer said on Friday that the textile
industry was facing huge liquidity crunch due to the withholding of fuel price adjustments worth Rs 40
billion by the Central Power Purchase Agency (CPPA) for the months of April and May. Also, he said,
the Government of Pakistan has not notified the latest industrial tariff determined by NEPRA for 2014-
15 so far, causing concerns amongst industrialists at large. He said the most recent NEPRA public
hearing for the slapping of over Rs2 per unit of various surcharges on the electricity tariff on the
request of the government has also panicked the industry. That, this was being done after the Lahore
High Court decision to hold the earlier changing of surcharges illegal led the industry to believe that
some elements do not want the Pakistani industry to compete with the region and others.

“Such surcharges are irrelevant to the purchase and sales of electricity and therefore they could not
be levied on the already burdened textile industry,” he added. Tanveer said the textile industry of
Pakistan was 100 percent compliant in bills payment with zero line losses on independent/grouped 11
KV feeders. He lamented that the government was introducing uncalled for surcharges, especially
when different provincial governments and the K-Electric are in default of more than RS 250 billion to
the CPPA and the government had arranged loans to counter this default. “It was surprising that the
fully compliant textile industry was forced to pay for the loan repayment etc.,” he added. He said the
government has imposed equalization surcharge to subsidize the inefficiencies, corruption and line
losses of the DISCOs. APTMA Chairman has urged the government to avoid imposition of illegal
surcharges and to release the withheld monthly fuel price adjustments immediately.

In yet another significant development for implementation of Dasu Hydropower Project, as many as
10 firms and joint ventures — known world over in the field of project implementation — have submitted
their proposals for construction of the main dam of Dasu Hydropower Project while eight of them have
also submitted their proposals for construction of underground power complex of the project.
Importantly, some of the firms and joint venture have indicated financial arrangement for construction
of the main dam and the power complex. This excellent response shown by the project
implementation giants is a result of the hectic efforts made by WAPDA high-ups during the last one-
year to woo construction firms and investors for the project. This response also reflects the
confidence they have reposed in WAPDA and the hydropower sector of Pakistan. The firms and joint
ventures, which have submitted their proposals, are internationally recognised for construction of
mega hydropower projects. Four of the firms belong to Turkey, one to Italy, three to China, one to
Korea and one to Vietnam. Evaluation of the proposals have been started. On completion of the
process, the bid documents will be issued to the pre-qualified firms and joint ventures.

It is pertinent to mention here that a novel mechanism for project implementation has been adopted
for construction of Dasu Hydropower Project. The success of this implementation mechanism will also
open new avenues for the future mega water and hydropower projects in Pakistan such as Diamer
Basha Dam and Bunji, Pattan and Thahkot hydropower projects. The 4320-MW Dasu Hydropower
Project is a run-of-the-river project being constructed on the River Indus near Dasu Town in Kohistan
district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) province- The project is being implemented in two stages. The
World Bank is financing stage-l of the project with an IDA Credit of US$ 588.4 million and an IDA
PCG of US$ 460 million. Upon completion, the first stage will contribute more than 12 billion units of
cheap, affordable and environment-friendly electricity to the national grid. The project will not only add
a sizeable quantum of low-cost electricity to the national gird but also provide relief to the consumers
by reducing power tariff. To cap it all, the project will usher in a new era of socio-economic
development in the far-flung areas of KPK.

ISLAMABAD: In its continuing efforts to make Pakistan’s wealthy elite pay taxes, the government
may impose a 7.5% withholding tax on electricity bills of greater than Rs50,000 per month as well as
dramatically increasing the taxes on air passengers flying first or business class to international
destinations. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is said to have cleared a proposal from the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) to levy a 7.5% withholding tax on monthly electricity consumption of Rs50,000 and
more from July this year, said sources in the Finance Ministry. The FBR had originally proposed a
threshold level of Rs35,000 per month for the fiscal 2015 budget (which ends June 30 of this year).
The federal cabinet, however, only allowed the FBR to levy the withholding tax on bills greater than
Rs100,000 per month. For fiscal 2016, the FBR proposed lowering the threshold all the way down to
Rs25,000 but the prime minister has only approved withholding at twice that level. Withholding taxes
are the government’s way of forcing people to pay an income tax and encouraging people to file their
tax returns. Those who file their tax returns each year can claim those withholding taxes as a credit
against their income tax liabilities. If they paid more than they owed, they are entitled to a refund from
the government. Withholding taxes already exist on post-paid cellphone bills, phone bills and other
utility bills, as well as on large withdrawals from bank accounts.

FBR officials like imposing withholding taxes because they can theoretically increase collection of
taxes without having to engage in extensive audits of taxpayers’ assets and incomes. It also brings in
revenue from people who can clearly afford luxurious lifestyles but are not paying any taxes.
However, officials admit that in order to evade the withholding tax on electricity, wealthier households
simply installed more than one electricity metre. Collection from this tax, therefore, was much lower
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than FBR expectations. The FBR has also not been able to encourage people to file their tax returns.
For the outgoing fiscal year, the FBR had a target of increasing the number of tax filers from the
current 840,000 to 1.2 million. However, at a recent hearing of the Senate Finance Committee, FBR
Chairman Tariq Bajwa admitted that the FBR had only gotten the number of filers up to 875,000 and
was on track to only get the total number to 900,000 by the end of the fiscal year.

The prime minister chaired a meeting on taxation proposals for the new fiscal year on Thursday,
according to an official handout. For fiscal 2016, the FBR has been assigned a Rs3.1 ftrillion-tax
target, said FBR chairman Tariq Bajwa. The government will withdraw Rs130 billion worth of
Statutory Regulatory Orders (SROs) besides levying additional taxes of around Rs100 billion in the
new budget, said sources familiar with the matter. In a similar move, the government has proposed to
drastically increase the withholding tax rates on first class and business class air passengers to Rs
16,000 per ticket, said officials familiar with the deliberations. They added for the business class or
other than economy class international air passengers, the proposed rates are Rs 12,000 per ticket.
For the economy class passengers there will be no tax, said the sources. The government may also
declare federal excise duty imposed on domestic and international air tickets non-adjustable from the
new fiscal year, said the sources.

KARACHI Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) protested against water shortage in Karachi on Friday
in Liagatabad area. Rabita Committee members and a big number of female MQM workers
participated in the protest. MQM leaders said that Karachi is the capital of Sindh but it is victim of
discriminations and there is no water for Karachi. The protestors said that water shortage can create
threats to law and order in the city. The leaders said that the projects worth billions are going on in the
whole country with the money earned from Karachi but citizens of Karachi do not have the basic
facility like water. The demanded the government to provide electricity, water and employment to the
residents of Karachi. The protestors demanded the rulers to fight hydrant mafia and end the artificial
crises of water from the city.

ISLAMABAD - The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) on Friday forwarded a summary to the
Petroleum Ministry, seeking up to Rs13.25 per litre increase in prices of petroleum products.
According to sources, OGRA sought to raise the price of petrol by Rs6.19 per litre, high speed diesel
by Rs7.91, high octane Rs13.25 per liter, light diesel oil Rs7.62 and kerosene oil by Rs6.53 per litre.
OGRA has also suggested the government to maintain the prices by reducing petroleum levy. Final
decision on the summary will be taken after Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif s approval.

The government has reportedly made three surcharges a regular part of electricity tariff,
accumulative financial impact of which has been calculated at Rs 2.07 per unit, well informed sources
in Finance Ministry told Business Recorder. Giving justification of the decision, the sources said
different courts have issued stay orders against the collection of surcharges due to which power
Distribution Companies (Discos) face a financial crunch. National Electric Power Regulatory Authority
(Nepra) also does not include late payment surcharge (LPS) on loans being taken by Discos and with
the new decision LPS has also been made part of electricity tariff. According to sources, Ministry of
Water and Power informed the Economic Co-ordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet at a recent
meeting that on August 17, 2007 surcharge of 10 paisa/KWh was approved on all electricity
consumers except lifeline consumers for raising funds for the 696 MW Neelum-Jhelum Hydropower
Project. The ECC decision was also endorsed by the Cabinet on December 12, 2007. Subsequently,
Neelum-Jhelum surcharge was imposed in 2008 for applicability till December 2015.

In addition, a significant shortfall in recovering full cost continues to emerge due to less than full pass-
through of the cost of electricity. In order to fulfil financial needs of Discos, loans from banks have
been arranged for payment to power producers to maintain power generation and stability of the
power sector. The mark-up cost on such loans needs to be transferred and recovered from the end
consumers. The Ministry has pleaded to: (a) protect the lifeline consumers from any price escalation,
rationalise tariffs and maintain uniform tariff rates across the country and regions; (b) raise funds for
the construction and development of Neelum Jhelum Hydropower Project; and (c) to meet the
repayment obligations of mark-up cost on such loans obtained against the sovereign guarantees of
the Government of Pakistan for the purposes of reducing the above mentioned shortfall and payment
of verified costs of power sector, it is required that the Federal Government notify the following
surcharges under section 31(5) of the Regulation, Transmission and Distribution of Electric Power
Act, 1997 (XL of 1997). The sources clarified that tariff rationalisation surcharge on national average
basis for electricity consumers of Ex-WAPDA Distribution Companies is estimated at Rs 1.54/kwh.
The collection of the tariff rationalisation surcharge will be deposited by Discos in a fund called the
"Tariff Rationalisation Fund" to be kept in the escrow account of the Central Power Purchasing
Agency (CPPA) for exclusive use for discharging the liabilities of the power producers.

The ECC has also extended Neelum-Jhelum surcharge of 10 paisa per KWh on all electricity
consumers of Ex-WAPDA Distribution Companies except lifeline domestic consumers till December-
2016. The collection of Neelum-Jhelum Surcharge will be deposited by the Discos in a fund called the
"Neelum-Jhelum Hydro Project Development Fund" to be kept in the escrow account of the Neelum-
Jhelum Company for exclusive use for the Neelum-Jhelum Hydro Power project. According to
sources, the ECC also approved financing cost surcharge @ Rs 0.43/KWh on account of recovering
the debt servicing applicable to all consumer categories on per unit consumption of Discos except
lifeline domestic consumers of the category 'residential A-1'in respect of, namely, "Financing cost
Surcharge". The collection of the financing cost surcharge will be deposited by Discos in a fund called
the "Financing cost Fund" to be kept in the escrow account of the CPPA for exclusive use for
discharging the liabilities of the power producers.

ISLAMABAD: The decision by an all-party conference (APC) on Thursday to form a parliamentary
committee to oversee the implementation of China- Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project can
become a cumbersome task for the National Assembly speaker since the Senate has already formed
its committee on the issue.Senate Chairman Raza Rabbani formed the 23-member special committee
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having representation from all the four provinces and from all parties in the Senate on the demand of
some senators during a debate on the issue on May 11.During the four-hour debate, opposition
members had expressed reservations over the alleged move of the government to change the
corridor’s route, depriving the less-developed areas of the benefits that the project promises.Planning
and Development Minister Ahsan Igbal in his winding up speech did not oppose the members’
demand to form the committee.Under the rules, a parliamentary committee should comprise members
of both houses of parliament and in the past, all such committees had equal representation from the
two houses.If the same principle is applied for the formation of the committee on the CPEC, the
National Assembly will be required to nominate 23 MNAs for representation in the parliamentary
committee and this will convert the committee into a ‘mini-house’ of parliament with 46 members.

Moreover, parliamentary committees in the past originated from the National Assembly and the
speaker after getting an authorisation from the lower house asked the Senate chairman to send
names of senators for inclusion in the committees.This time, parliamentary experts believe, the
speaker will send the names of MNAs to the Senate chairman for inclusion in the committee that has
already been formed.When contacted, Senate Chairman Raza Rabbani welcomed the APC’s
decision to form the parliamentary committee on the CPEC issue.“We have already constituted a
committee and if the members of the National Assembly join us, it will be better,” he said.Talking to
Dawn, Federal Minister for Law Pervaiz Rashid expressed the hope that the matter would be resolved
amicably by the NA speaker and the Senate chairman when they would sit together to find a
solution.In reply to a question, the minister who is also the official spokesman for the government said
PML-N would accept whatever formula would be agreed by the NA speaker and Senate
chairman.The Senate committee on the CPEC is yet to meet to elect its chairman. The committee
comprises seven members from Balochistan, five each from Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, three
from Punjab, two from Islamabad and one from Fata.There are five members from PPP, four from
PML-N and two each from PML-Q and the ANP. All other parties have one member each in the
committee.

KARACHI: Physicians registering their concern about growing incidents of dengue fever in the
metropolis have cited the off-season trend to existent water crisis.Talking to APP Tuesday, they said
water supplied through tankers has aggravated the situation as people due to non- availability of
piped water, are compelled to store the essential commodity in different manner.Usually these are
utensils of varied sizes with inadequate provision for proper cover or lids hence unintentionally
providing safe breeding grounds to mosquito causing dengue fever, said Dr. Kamal Ayub of a private
hospital.He said Dengue Fever if inadequately managed does lead to hemorrhagic fever.This was a
phenomenon registered some years ago in post monsoons and also during early winters in areas with
mild weathers -the trend is not the same due to environmental changes.Dengue, unlike Malaria
registered in both rural and urban areas, has emerged to be a health condition for urbanites due to
factors related to civic conditions, said Dr. Shiraz Ahmed a senior family physician.

The doctor mentioned that mismanagement has emerged to be a major contributory factor as it is not
only that dry areas covered through water tankers add to the vulnerability of the citizens but
indifference of authorities to avoid rupture in pipelines in areas fortunate to have water causing pools
of clean water is also a serious risk.The two doctors said it was extremely important that people in
general must not ignore fever persisting for more than four to five days and ensure that fluid intake by
patients is steadily maintained."It is not that they be administered drip but oral consumption is
enough." said Dr. Kamal Ayub.Plain water that is clean and properly treated, even if adequately
boiled is sufficient, said the physician in reply to a question.Dr. Shiraz Ahmed said administration of
drip is not needed in most of the circumstances and this should be mainly a decision of qualified
doctor who is always in a better position to gauge the condition of the patient. - APP

QUETTA: The Balochistan health department has decided to take action against district health
officers and union council medical officers for poor performance during polio eradication campaigns in
several areas of the province.Medical officers and other functionaries of the health department of
Quetta, Pishin and Qila Abdullah districts would soon face suspension and immediate transfer, official
sources said on Wednesday.“Medical officers and other officials of the health department responsible
for Lot Quality Assurance Sampling (LQAS) would face the same action in future during anti-polio
campaigns,” the sources said.They said the chief secretary had issued a notification and informed the
health department and donor agencies about the accountability mechanism at the district level for
polio eradication initiatives in Quetta block.The accountability mechanism has been devised following
poor performance of health officers in many area.

KARACHI: Radiation Safety Committee (RSC), Department of Nuclear Medicine, Ziauddin University
Hospital has organized a symposium, titled “Radiation and Health Imaging: Hazards to Healthcare
Workers” to spread the knowledge about hazards and ways of safe handling of radiation by
healthcare providers.Dr Nosheen Fatima, Chairperson Radiation Safety Committee and head of
department Nuclear Medicine, Ziauddin University Hospital elaborated the role and vision of Radiation
Safety Committee (RSC) in reliable and accurate radiation therapy measures. She urged the need for
maintaining a safe environment at practices involving radiations.“We are all exposed to radiation from
the sun, rocks and food and other natural resources,” she said while discussing how people are
exposed to radiations.

She told that the approximately 80 percent of total radiation exposure to mankind is from natural
sources while medical and professional exposure contributes only to 20 percent.Syed Mishkat Ali
Jafri, Principal Scientific Officer Pakistan Nuclear Regulatory Authority (PNRA), enlightened the
fundamentals of safety principles, the core functions and responsibilities of PNRA in monitoring the
radiation exposure and ensuring the safe handling of radiation in Pakistan, and how to apply radiation
safety standards in various fields.“Our mission is to protect radiation workers, general public and the
environment from the harmful effects of radiation,” he said.Dr Maseeh uz Zaman, Section Head
Nuclear Medicine, discussed the historic journey of radiation, its direct and indirect effects and acute
radiation syndromes such as Hematologic Syndrome, Gastrointestinal Syndrome and Central
Nervous System Syndrome. He affirmed that early effects may occur with approximately 25 Rem and
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greater while stochastic effects occur after an extended chronic exposure to radiation.He added that
these effects are difficult to quantify and may take a lot of time to become evident. Khalid Hussain,
Regional Nuclear Safety Directorate PNRA, graced the occasion as guest of honor. He congratulated
the RSC for organizing such informative and successful events. - PPI

ISLAMABAD: The Education Minister of the Republic of Belarus, Mr. Zhuravkov Mikhail, and the
Chairman of Presidium of National Academy of Sciences of Belarus (NASB), Acad. Vladimir G.
Gusakov, who are currently on a state visit to Pakistan, visited the Quaid-i-Azam University (QAU),
Islamabad and the National Agricultural Research Center (NARC), Islamabad on 26-27 May, 2015.
The Secretary General of Pakistan Academy of Sciences (PAS), Prof. Dr. Zabta K. Shinwari,
coordinated their visit to both the institutions. While visiting these institutions, both the dignitaries
appreciated the ongoing programs of higher education and agricultural research in multifarious areas
of science and expressed keen interest for mutual collaboration with scientists and institutions of
Pakistan. The Minister of Education of Belarus offered its country’s support in Pakistan’s efforts for
higher education and scientific/agricultural research by way of supporting Post-doctoral research and
doctoral research of Pakistani PhD scholars in Belarus through Split PhD program, through the
Pakistan Academy of Sciences.

The Belarusian dignitaries expressed keen interest for collaboration in a wide range of scientific areas
which included genetic engineering, genomics, agricultural equipments including farm machinery and
post-harvest processing, food technology, information technology, horticulture, biotechnology, and
pharmaceutical sciences. They also expressed their desire for holding joint seminars, symposia and
conferences in scientific areas of mutual interest. The President of Pakistan Academy of Sciences,
Dr. Anwar Nasim, welcomed the offer of support and collaboration between scientists and scientific
institutions of the two countries and assured the visiting dignitaries from Belarus of all out support and
cooperation from the Pakistani side in this endeavor of national significance. For formalize the
arrangement for scientific cooperation and collaboration between scientists of the two countries, the
Chairman of Presidium of National Academy of Sciences of Belarus and President of Pakistan
Academy of Sciences are scheduled to sign a formal Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 29
May 2015.

KARACHI: Helmet-wearing has been declared mandatory for motorcyclists, including pillion-riders, in
the metropolis from June 1, the traffic police said on Tuesday.Legal action would be taken against the
motorcyclists who do not follow the order, according to DIG (Traffic) Dr Amir Ahmed Shaikh. He said
that the measure, which was taken by invoking relevant section of the Motor Vehicles Ordinance,
would also apply to pillion-riders, including women.

KARACHI: Provincial health authorities on Tuesday confirmed the year’s first death caused by
dengue virus, and identified a boy of Orangi Town as the victim.Officials in the provincial dengue
control and prevention programme said the 10-year-old boy was admitted to a private hospital on May
22 in a precarious condition and a couple of days later he died.Dr Shakeel Aamir Mullick, who heads
the dengue control and prevention programme, said the management of the private hospital where
the boy died confirmed to him the dengue death on Tuesday.The doctors told the provincial
authorities that they received the boy when the infection had attained serious complications, causing
his death after a couple of days of medication.“This is the first death [of 2015] because of dengue
infection,” said Dr Mullick.According to the data compiled by the provincial programme, 370 dengue
cases have been reported in Sindh this year.Of them, 360 cases have been reported in Karachi, three
cases came from Hub district of Balochistan and the remaining seven cases have been reported from
the rest of the province, including two from Hyderabad.Last year, more than 1,295 cases of dengue
fever were reported in Sindh, of which 1,277 belonged to Karachi. Some 17 dengue patients died of
the disease.ln 2013, more than 6,000 dengue patients were reported, of whom 32 died.On dengue
infection in children, officials said there was a slight variation in signs and symptoms of dengue in
young and adult victims. They might have diarrhoea and gastroenteritis with fever, eating disorder
and abdominal pain.Officials have identified North Nazimabad, SITE, Clifton, Saddar Town, North
Karachi and New Karachi as the “vulnerable areas” for dengue meriting “special attention”.

The lethal virus is difficult to rein in despite the authorities’ claim that they had taken “unprecedented”
steps this year to control dengue virus in Sindh, with special attention to Karachi.Official figures show
that dengue fever’s first incidence in Karachi was reported in 1994 when 145 confirmed cases were
recorded, of whom one victim had died.The disease hibernated since then till 2005, when the
authorities recorded 258 cases, of which 16 had died. The deadliest year was 2006 in which 49 of the
1,500 patients died.The authorities then turned to an efficient mode in the next two years, during
which 20 people died out of the 931 confirmed cases.Since 2009 when the city had last seen a local
government, 92 people of the around 12,000 confirmed cases died.Officials said of the 190 people
who had died so far because of the deadly tropical disease in Sindh, more than 60 per cent were
aged between 20 and 34 years. Some 20 per cent of them were aged 35 years or more while the rest
were children or teens.Transmitted by the bite of a female mosquito, the disease is occurring more
widely due to increased movement of people and goods — including carrier objects such as bamboo
plants and used tyres — as well as floods linked to climate change, the United Nations agency said.

MINGORA: Hundreds of hepatitis patients in Swat district have complained about shortage of
medicines in Saidu Teaching Hospital (STH), and appealed to the provincial government to provide
the same without delay.Hepatitis-C patients from several areas complained that the officials at the
hospital refused to provide them the much needed injections, citing its shortage.“l have been coming
to the STH for last three months seeking hepatitis treatment, but doctors repeatedly say there is no
medicine in the hospital. As a result, | have to purchase the injections privately at huge cost,” said
Igbal Mand, a hepatitis-C patient, and resident of Khawzakhela.The injections, according to patients,
are very expensive which they cannot afford to buy from private drug stores. “Treatment for hepatitis
costs Rs20,000 to Rs30,000 and poor people cannot afford to avail it privately,” said another hepatitis
patient, Jawad Ahmad of Bahrain.“An official in the hospital told me that they had stock for only 300
hepatitis patients,” he added.Though simple interferon is in reach of well off people, however,
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pegylated interferon is too expensive to be purchased even by a rich family.Patients suffering from
viral hepatitis-C appealed to the provincial government to immediately provide them with the
pegylated interferon injections.WWhen contacted, in charge of the hepatitis control programme in STH,
Qari Anwarullah, told Dawn that about 800 patients of hepatitis were registered with them. Among
them 200 are suffering from the chronic Hepatitis-C Virus (HCV), he added.“We have stock of
interferon injections for only 300 patients but don’t have a single pegylated interferon injection. We get
all the injections from Peshawar Hepatitis Control Programme. Once we get the injections from there
we will immediately provide it to patients,” he assured.Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Hepatitis Prevention and
Control Programme Assistant Director Dr Kaleemullah told Dawn that due to non-availability of funds
they didn’t have pegylated interferon. However, he said they had enough of stock of interferon
injections.

LAHORE: Violent protests by lawyers against law-enforcers over the killing of the Daska Bar
Association president and his colleague continued on Tuesday as the black coats attacked the
Punjab Assembly building and set its security shed (made of fibreglass) on fire.In other parts of the
province, lawyers blocked roads, burnt tyres, damaged public property, manhandled policemen and
harassed citizens. In Gujranwala, lawyers broke into the DCO office.The PPP, Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf and other parties also held peaceful protests across the province and called for immediate
action against the culprits.The government constituted a joint investigation team (JIT) comprising
representatives of law enforcement/security agencies to investigate the killings. The government
withdrew its earlier request made to the Lahore High Court for nomination of a judicial commission on
the matter.Daska police registered a case against unidentified people for ransacking the offices of
DSP, TMA, Civil House and other public buildings during Monday’s protest.Talking to journalists,
Punjab IG Mushtaq Sukhera said the killing of the lawyers was an individual’s act, asking the legal
fraternity not to blame the entire police force for the unfortunate incident.After the formation of the JIT,
lawyers should end their protests, the IG said. He assured the lawyers that all requisites of justice
would be met.Meanwhile, Daska Bar Association president Rana Khalid Abbas and lawyer Irfan
Chohan were laid to rest in Daska tehsil on Tuesday. A large number of lawyers, politicians and
members of civil society attended the funeral.A complete strike was observed and Ghaibana Namaz-
i-Janaza were held in bar associations of Lahore, Sialkot, Daska, Gujranwala, Faisalabad, Sahiwal,
Vehari and Bahawalpur.

Lahore High Court Chief Justice Manzoor Ahmad Malik and other judges attended one such prayer in
the High Court Bar Association. They also visited Mayo Hospital to inquire after the health of injured
lawyers.Talking to lawyers, Justice Malik said the law had taken its course and the culprits would be
brought to justice soon.The Punjab Bar Council called a strike and rallies for two days.In Lahore,
lawyers held a rally on The Mall and forced traders to shut their shops. They also manhandled
policemen and harassed motorists and passersby. They damaged signboards, banners and
hoardings carrying pictures of PML-N leaders and chanted slogans of “go Nawaz go” and “go
Shahbaz go”.Some lawyers attacked a police mobile van parked outside the judges’ gate in the LHC
and snatched mobile phones from the driver and a policeman.The Metro Bus service was partially
suspended from MAO College station to Shahdara because of protests. There was a traffic jam on all
roads adjacent to The Mall lasting for hours.

As there was no police deployment on roads, lawyers did what they liked. Rangers were deployed
inside the LHC and the Punjab Assembly.The lawyers tried to break into the assembly building but
failed. The frustrated lawyers then damaged security cameras and set on fire a fibreglass shed
installed at the entrance for security personnel. Later, Rangers took control of the situation outside the
assembly.The unbridled lawyers scuffled with Lahore High Court Bar Association President Pir
Masood Chishti when he tried to calm them down. They called him a representative of the
government.In Daska, traders observed a complete strike to mourn the death of the lawyers killed on
Monday. Paramilitary troops patrolled all main and inter-city roads.During the protest, lawyers
thrashed an official of the Special Branch.The Sialkot District Bar Association called for immediate
suspension of DPO Dr Shahzad Asif and acting DCO Adnan Mehmood Awan. The bar cancelled the
membership of Defence Minister Khawaja Mohammad Asif for “not taking action against the
policemen involved in the killing of the two lawyers”.In Muzaffargarh, lawyers held a rally and blocked
main roads. They besieged the DPO office and chanted slogans against police.In Bahawalpur,
lawyers marched on DCO Road and Baghdad Road, blocking traffic. No police contingent was
deployed to maintain law and order during the rally.The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
condemned the killing of the two lawyers by police. Its chairperson Zohra Yousuf urged the
government to provide justice to the victims and take action against the perpetrators. She also urged
the lawyers to remain peaceful and avoid violence.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah has said that PPP government and its
leadership has always given ownership to Karachi. "We strive hard to solve public problems in this
city of megalopolis. That's why | released Rs160 million this past week to provide water tankers free
of cost to the water-starved areas of Karachi."This he said while talking to a delegation of Muttahida
Qaumi Movement (MQM) led by opposition leader in the Sindh Assembly Khawaja Izhar Ul Hassan.
The others who were in the delegation were Syed Sardar Ahmed, Mohammad Hussain, MNA Kanwar
Naveed Jameel and Khalid Ahmed.The CM was assisted by his cabinet members, Nisar Ahmed
Khuhro, Dr Sikandar Mendhro, Syed Murad Ali Shah and Sharjeel Innam Memon.The CM welcomed
the MQM delegation and said, "Like our (PPP) leadership MQM Quaid Altaf Hussain was also
concerned about water scarcity in the city.”He talked to me last night on this matter and said that his
team would give some suggestions to redress the public grievances. It was a good move on his part
that MQM was coming up to strengthen the hands of his government to solve the basic problem of
water shortage.

Leader of opposition in the Sindh Assembly Khawaja Izhar Ul Hassan said that illegal hydrants should
be closed and water theft through illegal connection be stopped. At this Minister for Information and
Local Government Sharjeel Innam Memon said that with the help of police and Rangers he had
bulldozed over 120 illegal hydrants and removed a large number of illegal connections. "We have
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already intensified operation against illegal hydrants and illegal water connections.He said he had
given scanners for repair to detect illegal underground water connections and shortly would
personally lead this drive. He thanked MQM for supporting the government move. He also said that
the FIRs had also been registered against the culprits operating illegal hydrants. The MQM and PPP
teams agreed to enact laws to declare water theft as a non-bailable offence. For the purpose, the CM
Syed Qaim Ali Shah said that the assembly was not in session; therefore ordinance against water
theft may be promulgated for which draft would be prepared and exchanged with MQM delegation
before its promulgation.The MQM delegation urged the PPP government to launch 65 MGD project
and complete it within a year. At this, the Minister for Finance Syed Murad Ali Shah said that he would
arrange funds at any cost if the project was to be completed within a year. - NNI

AIMS holds free medical PESHAWAR: Abasin Institute of Medical Sciences (AIMS) arranged a free medical camp for creating
camp for diabetic awareness, adopting of preventive measures and provision of free treatment for diabetic patients here

. at Diabetic Hospital & Research Centre, Hayatabad.During the camp senior doctors carried out free
patients checkup of diabetic patients and beside free medical test they were also provided free
The Statesman May 27,2015 medicines.Founder and Chief Executive, Diabetic Centre, Professor Dr. Zia-ul-Hassan, Medical
Director, Dr. Shaukat Hayat, Director, Community Health Services, Ayaz Mujahid and other senior
doctors were also present in the camp.During the medical camp the patients were provided free
insulin and free medical tests were also carried for cardiovascular, kidneys, tooth, eye-screening and
other disease caused by the diabetes. - APP

DG NAB inaugurates PESHAWAR: Director General, National Accountability Bureau (NAB) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Salim
public awareness mobile

Shahzad here Tuesday inaugurated Public Awareness Van to raise awareness and sensitize masses
against the menace of corruption and its dangerous effects on the society.The van carrying the
van slogan of 'Say no to Corruption' was inaugurated by the DG NAB here at NAB Headquarters
The Statesman, May 27,2015 Tuesday. Speaking on the occasion, the DG NAB said the cooperation of masses was must to
eliminate the menace of corruption.Salim Shehzad said corruption creates very negative effect on the
whole society, therefore people of every walk of life including students, youth, teachers and
academicians should come forward and strengthen hands of NAB in fight against corruption.Later on,
a function was held at University of Engineering and Technology (UET) Peshawar where Director
NAB KP Mirza Irfan Baig in his speech said time for elimination of corruption has come. He said
corruption or malfeasance are very fatal for the society and time was not for away when this menace
would be completely uprooted for which consistent efforts was required for its complete
elimination.He said youth and students can play a vital role to get rid of corruption. He said
Engineering students are the builders of a nation and their constructive role in nation's development is
of paramount importance.

Additional Director NAB Mian Mohammad Waqar Registrar Peshawar Professor Inayatullah Babar,
Dr. Laiq Hussain, President Literary Society UAT were also present on the occasion.Irfan Baig said
the students are the back bone of any nation and they should raise slogans against corruption, adding
time has come that we should all stand up against corruption and ingrain hatred in our hearts against
this evil. He said corruption leads to economic imbalances, backwardness and poverty.Additional
Director NAB Mian Waqar said corruption plays very negative impact on the society and we need to
fight it collectively.He said so far NAB had recovered Rs 262 billion from the country, making very
positive impact on the national exchequer. He said so far 589 corrupt personnel were arrested
besides apprehending 49 others this year. He said that 365 references have been filed in
Accountability Court.He said the conviction rate in corruption cases has 65 percent, which is reflection
of outstanding performance of the NAB. On this occasion Chairman Computer System UET
Peshawar lauded the efforts of NAB in raising awareness against corruption. - APP

Youth burnt alive in LARKANA: A youth was burnt alive in agricultural fields falling within the jurisdiction of the Wagan
Qambar police station_of Qam_bar-Shahdadkot district late on Sunday night.quthar A_Ii Shail_(h, the fat_her of
Daily Dawn, May 26,2015 25-year-old victim, Dildar Shaikh, lodged an FIR (32/2015) at the police station stating that his son

! ¢ was tied to a tree with wires and set on fire by unidentified suspects. He said the family had no enmity
with anyone and that he could not guess any motive for the inhuman act.The first information about
the incident was given to the police and the affected family by some villagers. Police said that the
charred remains of the youth were brought to the Wagan Civil Hospital. It was just a skeleton, said Dr
Shahnawaz Jatoi, the medical officer at the hospital who performed the autopsy. He told Dawn on
Monday that even the viscera of the victim could not be retrieved. His heirs were not interested in
litigation, he added.

Dildar Shaikh had been living with his uncle in Ranjhan Shaikh village and had gone missing a couple
of days back from the house.Qambar-Shahdadkot SSP Sarfraz Nawaz speaking to Dawn described
the incident as terrible. He said that a three-member team comprising Nasirabad DSP Habib Shah,
Wagan SHO Wahid Bukhsh Lashari and the official in charge of the Qambar CIA had been assigned
the investigation with directives to submit a complete report within a week.The SSP noted that the
incident had taken place in a vast unpopulated area and, therefore, it was almost impossible to find
an eyewitness. However, he expressed the hope that the investigators would be able to find a clue to
the suspects.Human Right Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) Qambar-Shahdadkot district coordinator
Murad Pandrani called for an inquiry by the district and sessions judge into the incident. He said the
HRCP had formed a fact-finding team which would visit the village on Tuesday to record statements
of the area people.

Govt rejects OGRA’s The government rejected the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA)'s summary for upward

: revision of petroleum prices for the month of June, sources said on Monday. According to sources,

;uonljma.ry S TR the government has decided to give relief to the masses in the holy month of Ramzan and ensure that

: prices there is no change in petroleum prices. Last week, the OGRA had forwarded the summary about
Pakistan Today, May 26,2015 raising petroleum prices up to Rs 5.80 per litre.

LNG terminal: ISLAMABAD: The efforts put into constructing the second liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminal have
; ’ come to naught as the winner of the tender, Akbar Associates, has committed wrongdoing by filing a
Successful bidder’s fake bank creditworthiness certificate. Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) has come to know that
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bank certificate found to the creditworthiness certificate of Burj Bank, submitted by Akbar Associates on January 19 along with
be fake its bid to win the $400 million LNG terminal contract, was forged, show documents available with The
Express Tribune. Earlier, in a letter sent to Burj Bank on May 14, SSGC had requested it to verify the
authenticity of the certificate and confirm that the bank had issued the document. However, the bank
management in its reply the next day denied that any branch of Burj Bank had released the certificate
and it was a fake document. “This establishes that Akbar Associates committed a fraud in its LNG
bid. Under the Public Procurement Regulatory Authority (PPRA) and tender rules, SSGC must
disqualify and blacklist the company and en cash its $1-million bond,” an official familiar with the
development said. However, he added, lobbies in power corridors still wanted to award the contract to
Akbar Associates.

The Express Tribune, May
26,2015

“We have not yet awarded the terminal contract to anybody and the matter of creditworthiness has
gone to court, which will decide whether the certificate is fake or authentic,” said SSGC Board
Chairman Miftah Ismail. The SSGC board approved the bid on May 11, though the consultant had
pointed out the bidder’s poor financial health and lack of experience. In its technical evaluation report,
the consultant highlighted the most glaring deficiencies. It said Akbar Associates did not submit the
project cost, capital structure and funding plan and bank documents in support of the principal
sponsor's commitment to financing the project. These were serious deficiencies in the information
provided by the company, but despite that it was awarded 60% marks in this sub-section. Financial
statements for relevant sources of equity and letters for project financing submitted by Akbar
Associates to establish the financial capability of the group were ambiguous. The consultant was of
the view that based on the information provided it was difficult to confirm that the lead sponsor had
sufficient assets to fund equity requirements.

The consultant also did not agree with the sponsor’s assertion that its proposal should be treated as
100% equity finance because of the reliance on illiquid real estate assets. In its original proposal, the
company had proposed a mix of debt and equity financing, however, later responding to the
consultant’s queries, it changed the stance to 100% equity financing, which was a violation of PPRA
rules. The group, according to the consultant, was only capable of raising $9-12 million from its
balance sheet. Now, the question arises how the lead sponsor (Akbar Associates), who is 80% equity
holder, will be able to finance a project estimated to cost around $400 million, ask officials. None of
the three Pakistan-based companies of the Akbar Associates Group had submitted financial
statements for the year ended June 2014 according to the requirement of the Request for Proposals,
raising suspicion about the financial health of these companies. In spite of these deficiencies, Akbar
Associates was awarded 15 out of 25 marks in this sub-section whereas it should not have been
given any score.

Power sector hindering ISLAMABAD: Petroleum and Natural Resources Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi said on Monday

: 5 that the power sector was a major obstacle to signing a long-term contract for import of liquefied
LNG import contract: natural gas (LNG), despite the fact that it would lead to an annual saving of $1 billion for the sector.
m',n'Ster Testifying before the National Assembly’s standing committee on ports and shipping, he said it was a
Daily Dawn, May 26,2015 fallacy that Sindh or any other province had surplus gas. He said independent power producers
(IPPs) were wary of LNG use, though some power plants could save $1bn a year by replacing liquid
fuels with regasified-LNG. He said the power sector had neither provided standby letters of credit
(SBLCs) nor finalised payment mechanism and these were the only two issues hampering the signing
of a long-term contract with Qatar.

The minister was replying to questions by parliamentarians why arrangements could not be made for
smooth LNG supplies while the government was claiming credit for having completed an LNG
terminal in March. He said the oil lobby was also responsible for hurdles in LNG imports because it
was uncomfortable with LNG replacement. “If IPPs provide SBLCs and finalise payment mechanism
today, it will take a maximum of 45 days to sign a final contract with Qatar,” he said, adding that the
SBLCs and payment mechanism were required to be shared with Qatar. Mr Abbasi claimed to have
resolved another key issue pertaining to Port Qasim’s preparedness for LNG handling and said Qatar
was not ready for short-term LNG supply contracts.

According to him, the petroleum ministry had so far provided IPPs more than Rs10bn worth of LNG
on credit and without any payment because LNG shipments had not yet become normal. He said the
fourth LNG ship would reach the port on Tuesday. He said that another problem with the LNG deal
was too much criticism and speculation over pricing without taking into account conditions of the
agreement. The LNG market was very complex and changing very fast, he said. For example, people
from Qatar stayed in Islamabad for weeks to secure LNG contracts in 2004-05 when India obtained
LNG supplies at a rate of $6 per MMBTU. But now it was getting LNG at $16 per MMBTU because of
its pricing based on past five year average oil price. The average price had touched $110 per barrel
even though oil prices declined to less than $60 per barrel. The minister said Japan purchased LNG
at $22.5 and also $10 per MMBTU. On the other hand, Pakistan is now in a position to obtain LNG at
$8 per MMBTU because crude prices are currently lower. He said Qatar had earlier demanded a
guarantee of $500 million which was brought down to less than $100m after protracted negotiations.

GAS DIVERSION: In reply to a question about diversion of gas from Sindh to Punjab to
accommodate LNG even though the former had enough local resources, the minister said the notion
was misplaced. “The country’s total gas demand is around eight billion cubic feet per day (BCFD)
against the supply of about four BCFD. All provinces are deficient and none is surplus.” Mr Abbasi did
not agree with an observation that Punjab did not produce gas, insisting that gas production and
consumption should be seen in the broader sense of direct and indirect demand. Power generation
might be taking place in one province and fertiliser production in another, but they benefited
consumers in all provinces, he added.

Sindh’s gas consumption was lower than the current production, but if connections were opened for
industry, captive power plants and CNG stations, the province’s production would not be sufficient to
meet its overall demand, the minister observed. He criticised the port authorities for not visualising the
future LNG imports and said his ministry was ready to fund new infrastructure for LNG handling by
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including its cost in LNG price. “Nothing is possible through Gwadar port unless its connectivity with
the rest of the country is ensured,” he added. In reply to a question, Mr Abbasi said the CNG sector
could be supplied LNG for 100 days a year, compared to last year's 54 days provided they made
advance payments to the Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited. Some CNG stations had made it a
habit not to pay their bills, he regretted.

GIDC, power subsidy LAHORE - Progressive Group has expressed its serious concern over the reports of withdrawal of

withdrawal flayed
The Nation, May 26,2015

subsidy on power prices in forthcoming budget making electricity more expensive for domestic
consumers and industrial consumers. “It will break the backbone of our industrial sector especially the
export-oriented manufacturing units which are already facing tough competition in the international
markets because of higher prices, electricity outages, sky rocketing gas tariff and other hardships,”
said Progressive Group’s President Khalid Usman. Business circles had very high hopes with the
Pakistan Muslim League (N) when it came in to power with the slogan of eradication of load-shedding
and construction of dams. Electricity tariff in India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and China were
comparatively lower than Pakistan hence, they were able to produce goods at lower cost. Resultantly,
Pakistani exporters were losing market share in export markets and the national economy was
deprived of precious foreign exchange.

Khalid Usman and Ejaz Tanveer said PML-N’s election manifesto had given a hope to the industrial
sector that it would be able to get constant supply of electricity on better rates but it seemed that this
government was also helpless before the donor agencies and under their pressure withdrawing
subsidy at a very faster pace making the life miserable for domestic, commercial as well as industrial
consumers. Meanwhile, the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) on
Monday took a strong exception to the re-imposition of Gas Infrastructure Development Cess (GIDC)
and called upon the federal government to immediately withdraw it. In a statement issued here,
FPCCI Regional Chairman/Vice President Khawja Zarar Kaleem said that the GIDC was not only a
violation of Articles 8 and 18 of the Constitution but it would also give a deadly blow to the economic
activities in the country.

“The Cess was imposed in January 2012 through a Gas Infrastructure Development Cess (GIDC) Act
2011 on the pretext of mobilizing funds for infrastructure development work for Iran-Pakistan gas
pipeline project and since the government had already stopped work on this mega project therefore it
has no justification to re-impose GIDC through an ordinance.” The Supreme Court has already
declared this case illegal confirming decision by PHC and SHC. The FPCCI Vice President urged the
government to facilitate growth of businesses which would automatically generate more tax revenue,
create more jobs and increase exports instead of introducing such harsh measures. Gas
Infrastructure Development Cess (GIDC), Zarar Kaleem said, would make Pakistani merchandise
uncompetitive in the global marketplace and hurt the country’s exports. The value-added and export-
oriented industries have been earning valuable foreign exchange to the tune of billions of rupees, he
said, adding that GIDC would increase the cost of production.

Protest erupts outside PtItESEAt;WAR: Dgtzens cif meczin aﬂe:jbeir;g(jirkﬁ:j blg/ thhe hourlgI Iort1g I(éad slhegding, anc:latréegg]é?isané

: attack by mosquitoes, closed a road outside the Peshawar Electric Supply Company ea
PESCQ office as load office on Monday. They torched a tyre and shouted slogans against the PESCO management and the
She_‘ddlng worsens minister of water and power, Pakistan. The protest came 10 days after the provincial government of
Pakistan Today, May 26,2015 Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) brought promises from Islamabad that load shedding would be reduced in
the area. But these protesters said they are subjected to 22 hours load shedding in a day making it
impossible to fill their water tanks. “Our water taps are dried and the mosques are running out of
water supply which is making it difficult for people to offer prayers,” said Mohammad Ayaz, one of the
protesters who was holding a handwritten-placard with a slogan against PESCO. The angry
protesters attacked a vehicle which was trying to get into the PESCO offices, but no vehicle was
damaged. “Our children are screaming because of mosquitoes and hot weather while the taps are
dry,” said Ghazanfar Ali Shah, another protester.

“If you ask PESCO they say they have a formula provided by Lahore under which more losses areas
are subjected to maximum hours of load shedding while those with low losses or zero losses have
less number of hours. We do not accept this self-manufactured formula under which every area of the
poor population is showing high losses and rich areas are showing low losses,” he added. He said
PESCO should clear the issue with non-paying consumers and stop punishing those who pay
regularly. Ghazanfar and Arshad who negotiated with PESCO management were told that they will be
provided six hours of light in a day if they end their protest and return back to their homes but the
protesters refused the offer and preferred to stay on the road. “We have brought our bills which show
that we fulfil our responsibility and we want to highlight the corruptions of PESCO employees who
give patronage to thieves and give them cover. The Minister for Water and Power, Abid Sher, Ali
should reform his own staff rather than call us thieves,” said a 70-year old Mohammad Salim. He was
angry at the federal government for subjecting the province to extreme load shedding despite the fact
that it generates electricity.

Punjab govt to complete LAHORE — Provincial Minister for Mines and Minerals Sher Ali Khan has said that coal is the best
300MW coal power solution for resolving energy crisis and Punjab government will complete 300MW coal power project

. at Salt Range by 2018. He said that there were 600 million tons reservoirs of coal at Salt Range and
project at Salt Range by NSRRIV adopt clean coal technology to protect environment from negative effects of
2018 producing energy. He was addressing a seminar on “Role of Indigenous Coal in Solving Energy
(2T C RO R VE AW ok Il  Crisis” organized by Centre for Coal Technology at Al Raazi Hall here on Monday. PU VC Dr Mujahid
Kamran, Director Centre for Coal Technology Prof Dr Shahid Munir, MPAs Dr Farzana Nazir,
Ghazala, faculty members and a large number of students were present on the occasion. Addressing
the seminar, Mr Sher Ali said that mining was a difficult task and Punjab government was benefiting
from expertise of Chinese companies. He stressed the need to conserve energy, saying UPS was
involved in “electricity theft” because it consumed extra electricity for re-charging batteries and it used
2000MW electricity as per estimates. He advised the consumers to unplug UPS during winter. He
said that Punjab Chief Minister Mian Shahbaz Sharif was working day and night for removing energy
crises from Pakistan. He lauded PU VC Dr Mujahid Kamran for raising standard of university and
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not carried out
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Three children feared
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promoting research culture in PU. Giving a detailed technical briefing, Director CCT Prof Dr Shahid
Munir said that indigenous coal was the only solution to resolve energy crises as Thar had 175 billion
tons coal reservoirs worth Rs 30 trillion. He said that Pakistan could produce 100,000 (one hundred
thousand megawatt) electricity every year for the next five hundred years using Thar coal. He said
that Allah has blessed us with the coal at Thar, which was technically ideal for electricity production,
and there was no need for its upgradation.

He said that South Africa was producing 93per cent, China 81per cent, India 71per cent and Australia
69per cent of its electricity from coal but unfortunately, Pakistan, despite having abundance of coal
reservoirs, was producing only .6 (point six) percent electricity from coal. He called upon Punjab
government for getting some blocks of Thar coal on lease to meet energy demands of the province
using open-pit mining method. He said that Thar coal project of Dr Samar Mubarak Mand was
technically flawed which could have caused loss to the government. He said that only 67 percent
population of Pakistan had access to electricity. He said that according to International Energy
Agency, Pakistan’s energy demand would increase by 49 thousand megawatt by 2025. But, he said,
that all the on-going projects of dams would have produced only 15000MW electricity by 2025. He
said that mining of coal was the most important factor to meet the target of producing 49 thousand
megawatt electricity by 2025. He said that Pakistan was spending 12 billion dollars per year on
purchasing furnace oil for producing electricity. He stressed the need to adopt environment friendly
techniques to produce energy from coal. He said that coal would remain the major source of energy
production for the next 100 years. He said that PU’s Centre for Coal Technology had also technically
audited various coal power projects. Later, PU VC Dr Mujahid Kamran presented a souvenir to the
minister. Members of Punjab Assembly Dr Farzana Nazir, Ghazala and other officials visited PU
Centre for Coal Technology.

ISLAMABAD: Two out of every five (44 per cent) children under five are stunted, 32 per cent are
underweight and 15 per cent children are suffering from acute malnutrition in Pakistan.This was said
by Country Director World Food Programme (WFP), Ms Lola Castro, while speaking to participants of
a Scaling up Nutrition (SUN) Self-Assessment Workshop conducted by Planning Commission of
Pakistan with the support of WFP at a local hotel on Monday.Ms Castro said the assessment would
provide input to the global strategy to be developed for the post-2015 era.She also said that this
progress assessment in Pakistan was led by government with support from all the in-country
stakeholders and hoped that all would do great endeavour.The Planning and Development secretary
Hassan Nawaz Tarrar said the government was cognizant of the situation of malnutrition in Pakistan
and was ready for all the required interventions proposed by various networks.He said that SUN
movement as the name suggests was scaling up nutrition and was a very essential global movement
that had the power, if implemented effectively, to change the fortunes of any nation.

He said that malnutrition was a long standing crisis that Pakistan had been facing and despite
numerous humanitarian efforts, “the real problem still looms big and Pakistan’s future being eaten
away by malnutrition crisis”.“Future productivity of the country will be less than those of nutritionally
well off nations and by just getting rid of malnutrition, Pakistan can add 2-3 per cent in its GDP and in
the long run much more due to the productive work force that is going to be produced,” he said.He
said since the start of the SUN movement in 2013 Pakistan had been taking steps to control the issue
of malnutrition.“Nutrition has been put in the Pakistan Vision 2025. There is ministerial support for the
issue. Moreover, steps are being taken for the establishment of Business and Academic Networks for
the resolve of the issue,” he said.The workshop was attended by representatives of provincial
governments along with the representation from Unicef, WHO, Save the Children and other partners.

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court on Monday issued notices to the Punjab health department on a
petition questioning lack of kidney treatment facilities at public hospitals in the province.Advocate
Farooq Badar filed a public interest petition and said except Mayo Hospital of Lahore, there was no
adequate facility for kidney patients in government hospitals of the province.He said the number of
kidney patients had been drastically increased in the country but the government failed to ensure
proper treatment for them.The petitioner said that patients were forced to go abroad for the treatment
due to the poor health facility at local hospitals.He asked the court to order the government to provide
proper treatment to kidney patients in the province. The court sought a reply from the government
within 10 days.

RAWALPINDI: The district health department has failed to fumigate low-lying areas of the city to
prevent the spread of dengue virus.Entomologists have declared five areas in the cantonment and
low-lying areas of the city, especially along Leh Nullah, ideal place for dengue mosquitoes.“After the
unusual rains in the last two months, chances of outbreak of malaria and dengue virus has increased
manifold,” a senior doctor of the district health department told Dawn.“The health department has
gone slack with its drive. In 2013, when it did not take preventive measures and more than 1,500
patients turned up in the three hospitals with dengue virus,” the doctor said.He said five places had
been declared vulnerable: Railway Colony, Gawalmandi, People’s Colony, Habib Colony near
Westridge, Adiala Road and areas along the banks of Leh Nullah.A senior official of the City District
Government Rawalpindi said the government had asked all departments to launch a drive.When
contacted, District Officer Health (Urban Areas) Dr Tahir Ahmed said the teams were taking
preventive measures in the city areas. After finding dengue mosquitoes last week, the department
launched a door-to-door drive in Dhoke Ratta, Ratta Amral, Hazara Colony and Eidgah.

DADU: A fierce fire swept through a village near Mehar town killing a child, injuring 20 other people,
perishing a large number of cattle head and reducing 35 houses and tonnes of food grain to ashes on
Sunday. Two more children were reported missing and feared to have been killed, the affected
families said.Initial investigations shows that the fire started from the kitchen of a house and engulfed
the other houses one after the other in Bhali Ji Mianli village, some 12 kilometres from Mehar.The
deceased victim was identified as Fareeda, 6, daughter of Ali Akbar Mallah, and the missing children
as Soona, 5, daughter of Akbar, and Sajan, 5, son of Peeral. The charred body of Fareeda was
retrieved from a burnt down house while efforts were underway to trace the other two children when

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4%
v



29

Trader dies another

injured in firing
The Statesman, May 25,2015
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the last report came in late in the evening.Residents of the village said that 25 cattle head were burnt
alive and at least three tonnes of wheat and rice, besides all belongings and valuables of the affected
families were reduced to ashes.Eight of the 20 injured victims were stated to be in a serious condition
but none could be taken to a government hospital, villagers said, adding that fire tenders stationed at
Mehar and Dadu did not reach the village despite several frantic calls made by them.No government
functionary turned up at the village since the fire hit the first house at 2pm and raged through the
village till 7pm, they added.A group of affected villagers led by Pakistan Peoples Party Sindh Council
member Wagar Ahmed Janwary held a demonstration against the local administration and urged the
chief minister to take notice of its indifferent attitude.

QUETTA: A trader was killed and another sustained injuries when unidentified gun men fired at them
from close range here on Sunday.According to the Police, the deceased was identified as Fazal
Muhammad while injured was identified as Suleman. The unidentified attackers fired from point blank
range and hit them in the head, Fazal died on the spot while Suleman is fighting for his life at Civil
Hospital, Quetta.Allah Dad Tareen, General Secretarty of Ajuman-e-Tajiran Quetta told APP that
shops will remain closed to show solidarity with the grieved family. - APP
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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN PAKISTAN

Province wise Breakdown of Major Cases of VAW

Categories of Crime Punjab  Sindh Khyber Balochistan Islamabad  Total
Pakhtunkhwa
Abduction / Kidnapping 1222 207 33 18 127 1607
Murder 835 381 395 84 50 1745
Domestic Violence 573 230 114 34 38 989
Suicide 394 120 44 8 9 575 Gilgit
Honour Killing 27 158 a2 3 2 a3 Baltistan
Rape/Gang Rape 676 103 14 11 18 822
z Sexual Assault 12 46 0 0 [ 58 Khyber
H Acid throwing 15 28 8 0 2 83 Pakhtunkhwa
Burning 8 1 4 2 6 N
Miscellaneous 734 344 20 7 29 1134
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