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Flood Emergency
Reconstruction And
Resilience Project ADB To
Provide Rs 16 Billion To

Punjab Government
Business Recorder, May 24, 2015

Farmers Warned Of Pest,
Viral Attacks on

Sugarcane Crop
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Rescue 1122 Will Be
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DETAILS

Asian Development Bank (ADB) would provide Rs 16 billion to Punjab government for Flood
Emergency Reconstruction and Resilience Project with an estimated cost of Rs 17.7 billion, it is
learnt. The Flood Emergency Reconstruction and Resilience Project will rehabilitate and
reconstruct floods' damaged roads and bridges in Punjab. According to documents available with
Business Recorder, ADB would provide 90 percent (Rs 16 billion) while Punjab government would
extend 10 percent (Rs 1.7 billion) on the project. The project would be completed in 36 months.
The objective of the project is protection of infrastructure from onslaught of floods, seepage losses
in irrigation system, deteriorating institutional capacities of key water sector institutions and
increased poverty in backward irrigated areas.

A total of 1119 damaged roads and bridges would be reconstructed, 127 flood protection schemes
relating to irrigation and drainage would be upgraded and 20 units of Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA) would be strengthened. In the first week of September 2014,
heavy monsoon rains and floods in the catchments areas of eastern rivers of Chenab, Ravi, Sutlej
and Jhelum resulted in flash floods that caused havoc and various rain-hit districts of the province
damaged physical infrastructure as well as destroyed private housing and agriculture. In Punjab,
as many as 16 districts were primarily affected by flooding in the eastern rivers and 12 additional
districts suffered severe damages due to heavy rainfall.

According to documents, Rs 537 million would be spent for districts roads, Rs 7.3 billion for
emergent restoration works, Rs 90 million for on-going emergent restoration, Rs 21.64 million for
equipment, tools and instruments, Rs 239 million for construction supervision, consultants/project
management cost, Rs 830.17 million for physical contingences and price escalation, Rs 2.71 billion
for inescapable works and Rs 1.5 billion for protection of Jhelum city from the flood of River
Jhelum. The documents further revealed that Rs 612 million was earmarked for project
management, Rs 592.81 million for contingencies, Rs 141.8 million for disaster risk management,
Rs 541.7 million for disaster risk management of PDMA, Rs 166.91 for data clearance house
administrative cost and Rs 309.8 for project management cost P&D

The Met Office has warned the farmers of pest and viral attacks on sugarcane crop following the
recent rains, and urged them for timely precautionary measures. "Pest/viral attacks are expected
after recent rains on sugarcane crop," Met Office said here on Saturday. It asked that farmers of
Southern Punjab and Sindh to prepare land for cotton with a view to procure best grains. It said
that wheat crop was fully matured in the agricultural plains of Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan. "Wheat crop harvesting and threshing have completed in the agricultural plains of
Sindh and adjoining areas of southern Punjab. Farmers are therefore advised to harvest the full
matured crop keeping the expected rains in mind," Met Office advised. Wheat obtained after
threshing should be stored with a proper treatment so that the grains could be kept for long time
without any loss due to the present and expected moist conditions, it said.

"During the harvesting process, farmers are advised to be aware about the weather conditions and
keep listening and watching carefully the weather predictions issued through radio and television,"
it said. Farmers should control further weeds growth at the present growing stages to stop any
negative impact over the crops, it said, asking that farmers should start practices to get rid of the
unwanted plants. "Farmers of upper half and northwest Balochistan should be careful about
irrigation and spraying chemicals on the crops during or before expected rains," it added. Mainly
hot and dry weather is forecast for most parts of the Punjab with light to moderate rainfall in
Rawalpindi and Gujranwala on May 25, and at few places in Sargodha, Bhakkar and Mianwali on
May 29. In Sindh, weather is expected to continue hot and dry in most parts of the province with
light rain at few places in Sukkur and Jacobabad on May 25. Weather is expected mainly dry in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with light to moderate rainfall at few places in Hazara, Dera Ismail Khan and
Peshawar Division. Mostly hot and dry weather is expected in most parts of the Balochistan
however light to moderate rain is expected at few places of the province including Kalat, Khuzdar,
Zhob, Quetta on May 25 and May 29. Rain-thunderstorm is expected in most parts of the Gilgit-
Baltistan. Mainly dry weather is expected in most parts of the Kashmir however rain-thunderstorm
is expected at Muzzafarabad and Rawalakot.

QUETTA: The Balochistan Chief Minister Dr Abdul Malik Baloch has announced to launch Rescue
122, the largest emergency humanitarian service of Pakistan. In a briefing by the Director General
Rescue 1122 Punjab Dr Rizwan Naseer about the performance of Rescue 1122 operating in
Punjab, Malik said that the launched of Rescue 1122 in Balochistan aims at reducing the loss of
lives and property by providing timely and immediate relief and rescue during natural disasters.

The Chief Minister directed the concerned authorities to start pilot project of Rescue 1122 in
Quetta and ensure provision of all necessary equipment and training. Dr Abdul Malik was assured
that Rescue 1122 Punjab will provide all technical and training support for the establishment of
Rescue 1122 in Balochistan. The Punjab Emergency Service (Rescue 1122) is the largest
emergency humanitarian service of Pakistan with infrastructure in all 36 districts of Punjab and is
providing technical assistance to other provinces. Rescue 1122 has rescued over 3.26 million
victims of emergencies through its emergency ambulance, rescue & fire services and community
emergency response teams while maintaining its average response time of seven minutes and
standards in all districts of Punjab with population of over 80 million.

TOKYO: Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on Saturday pledged $453 million in aid to Pacific
island nations to help them combat climate change and natural disasters. Abe made the pledge as
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Tarbela Reservoir 1,500,000
Jinnah Barrage 950000 937453 300710 293,900 260711 285300 18.17.12 479503 130813 650000 19.09.14
Chashma Barrage 950,000 1,036,673 0L08.10 356500 28.07.11 298300 18.17.12 637482 14.0813 650,000 19.09.14
Taunsa Barrage 1000000 959,951 02810 249,200 310811 243400 10.09.12 516017 170813 650000 19.09.14
Guddu Barrage 1,100,000 1,148,738 08.08.10 272,300 03.09.11 236,100 12.09.12 567,418 20.08.13 700,000  19.09.14
Sukkur Barrage 900,000 1,130,995 10.08.10 260,800 06.09.11 214,800 14.09.12 510,875 24.08.13 700,000 19.09.14
Kotri Barrage 875,000 964,900 27.08.10 261,400 14.09.11 166,000 21.09.12 381,696 30.08.13 650,000 19.09.14
Mangla Reservoir 1,230,000 344,400  30.07.10 141,300 16.09.11 115,000 18.09.12 179,000 13.08.13 225,000 19.09.14
Rasul Barrage 850,000 263,79 30.07.10 105800 17.0911 42,500 04.08.12 43,080 19.08.13 225000 19.09.14
Marala Barrage 1,100,000 314,378  06.08.10 150,400 16.09.11 183,200 04.08.12 377,290 15.08.13 400,000 19.09.14
Khanki Barrage 800,000 334437 07.0810 171400 170911 194800 040812 410331 150813 400,000 19.09.14
Qadirabad Barrage 900,000 329,483  07.08.10 171,000 17.09.11 194,800 05.08.12 407,803 15.08.13 400,000 19.09.14
Trimmu Barrage 650000 328926 110810 132900 200911 87,800 07.0812 272609 200813 450,000 19.09.14
Panjnad Headworks 700,000 310,117  13.08.10 151,300 24.09.11 65,600 17.09.12 317,261 28.08.13 450,000 19.09.14
Jassar 0 195000  23.08.10 27,700 19.09.11 30,500 26.08.12 67,700 16.08.13 150,000  19.09.14
Shahdara o 41,900 21.08.10 43,000 14.08.11 40,800 22.08.12 74,880 17.08.13 135,000 19.09.14
Balloki Barrage 225,000 69,900 23.08.10 72,100 15.08.11 60,800 23.08.12 117,770 18.08.13 135,000 19.09.14
Sidhnai Barrage 175000 27600 280710 30300 190811 28600 140912  §7,504 230813 50,000 19.09.14
Suleimanki Headworks 325,000 58,300 30.09.10 82,000 29.08.11 21,700 30.08.12 82,370 22.08.13 175,000  19.09.14
Islam Headworks 300000 31500 200910 49,600 03.0911 14,200 13.0912 70932 25.0813 175000 19.09.14
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Pacific Islands To Fight

Climate Change
Business Recorder, May 23, 2015

Ongoing Effort: Relief
Activities In Tharparkar
Are ‘Satisfactory’, Says

SHC Team
Express Tribune, May 22, 2015

CDWP Recommends 5
Projects Worth Rs 51.3

Billion To ECNEC
Daily Times, May 20, 2015
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leaders of 14 Pacific island nations gathered for a two-day meeting, which began on Friday in
lwaki, Fukushima prefecture, to discuss their development needs. "As a pledge of the Japanese
government, we will provide no less than 55 billion yen ($453 million) to you in the upcoming three
years in order to foster resilient capabilities that will not be defeated by climate change or
disasters," Abe told the meeting. The seventh round of Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM)
came as host Japan attempts to boost its profile in the Pacific, at a time of growing Chinese
economic and political influence in the region. The meeting, held every three years, was also
attended by senior officials from other regional powers, Australia and New Zealand, as well as the
United States.

Pacific island leaders have long complained about rising sea levels eroding their coastlines and of
the increasing severity and frequency of extreme climate phenomena, such as super-typhoons,
likely caused by global warming. They have pushed developed nations -- responsible for the much
of the emissions associated with global warming -- to extend help to cope with damage brought by
harsh climate patterns. Most recently, in March, Vanuatu was hit by Severe Tropical Cyclone Pam,
which killed 11 people when sustained winds of more than 250 kilometres (155 miles) per hour tore
through the country, affecting about 166,600 inhabitants.

In the previous PALM round in 2012, Japan pledged up to $500 million over three years to
members, focused on damage mitigation efforts. Japan decided to host this year's conference in
lwaki, southern Fukushima, to highlight the devastation wrought by a 9.0-magnitude earthquake
and tsunami in 2011, and the region's subsequent reconstruction. The city is far enough from the
crippled Fukushima nuclear reactors not to expose the guests to dangerous levels of radiation, but
it still serves as a grim reminder of the world's worst atomic accident in a generation. Ahead of the
conference, Japan recognised as a sovereign state the tiny island nation of Niue, home to 1,611
inhabitants, and perched some 2,400 kilometres northeast of New Zealand.

HYDERABAD: The Sindh High Court’s judicial inspection team has observed that the relief
activities in the drought-hit Tharparkar are going on in a ‘satisfactory’ and ‘progressive manner’. It
has also failed to find irregularities in dispatch, distribution, shortage and misappropriation of the
relief wheat, as pointed out by the relief inspecting judge, Mian Fayaz Rabbani. The district and
session judge, Tharparkar, Syed Inamur Rehman, deputy commissioner Asif Jameel Shaikh and
SSP Ashique Hussain Bozdar submitted the report to the SHC Hyderabad circuit bench on
Thursday. On May 12, the SHC ordered the district judge in Tharparkar to form teams headed by
either himself or an additional judge, including the DC, SSP, assistant commissioners and DSPs to
inspect the relief work.

The team was given four days from May 16 to May 19 to carry out spot checks. The consolidated
report submitted in the SHC has been signed by the judge, DC and SSP. The judge formed three
teams under the civil judge and judicial magistrates and also personally visited the wheat depots,
hospitals and reverse-osmosis plants. “It has been observed that proper relief is being given to the
long suffering people of the district, which has been declared a calamity-hit area since 2014. It
appears that the relief work is progressing in a suitable and timely manner and that it will continue
in this regard. It also appears that the relief work is being carried out in accordance with the law as
is being claimed by the civil administration,” the judge wrote in his concluding remarks. Since
February 2014, six phases of wheat distribution have been completed and the seventh phase
began on May 15. According to the DC, the number of beneficiary families was increased from
235,765 in the first phase to 259,946 in the sixth. Each family was given 50 kilogrammes of wheat
a month.

The report also pointed out a few non-functioning RO plants. The DC informed the court that the
Pak-Oasis company has been asked to launch a toll-free helpline to receive complaints about the
defunct plants and to ensure that the complaints are immediately addressed. At the last hearing,
the court was told that 68 RO plants of between 50,000 t0 100,000 gallons capacity per day, 319 of
15,000-GPD capacity and a 2MGD one in Mithi are functioning. During the hearing on Thursday
21%t May 2015, the bench comprising justices Munib Akhtar and Muhamamd Igbal Kalhoro ordered
the arrest of a depot keeper of Chappar Din Shah, Chachro taluka, for alleged misappropriation of
wheat. Mir Muhammad Bajeer, who appeared in the court, was arrested by Cantt police from the
premises on the SHC’s order. The bench will issue an order of the hearing on May 22.

ISLAMABAD: The Central Development Working Party (CDWP) here on Tuesday recommended
five projects worth Rs 51.3 billion to Executive Committee of National Economic Council (ECNEC)
and approved two projects worth Rs 3 billion. The CDWP meeting was held here under the
chairmanship of Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Reform Prof. Ahsan Igbal in the
Planning Commission.

Seven projects were discussed in the meeting. The minister in his opening remarks said, “Public
Sector Development Programme (PSDP) adheres to the principle of shared prosperity and the
development of Balochistan and other least developed areas of Pakistan are the priority of our
economic agenda”. “The disaster management should be brought at district level with specific
studies and action on prompt prevention of damage to avoid panic in the crisis”, he remarked.
Instead of creating independent islands of development activities, he said. “We should integrate
the existing knowledge at institutional level to avoid repetition and wastage of resources. Academia
should be engaged in projects of technical and scientific nature to ensure sustainability”.

The detail of the recommended projects was as under:

The Construction of Basool Dam would create a reservoir with storage capacity of 46.04 mcm
(37,325ac-ft) at normal reservoir level of 68.0 m. The project site is located at 54 km in the North
West of Ormara Town, Gawadar District of Balochistan.It would benefit Ormara Town Naval Base
and about nine villages located on either side of the Basool River. The CDWP was told that the
dam would provide irrigation water to an area of 4,712 ha (11,638 acres) of land through efficient
pipeline conveyance system. The cost of project was Rs 8865 million to be financed by the Federal

¢
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Alkhidmat Foundation

(AKF) Women Wing Sends
Truckload of Aid For
Tharparkar’s Poverty
Stricken Areas

AKF News, May 20, 2015
Natural Catastrophes
Three Million People
Affected In Pakistan

Yearly: World Bank
Business Recorder, May 19, 2015
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Government through PSDP. The allocation in current fiscal year 2014-15 Rs 50 million and it would
be completed in three years. The CDWP also recommended construction of Shadi Kaur Storage
Dam and Appurtenant Works would provide 70.28 cusecs of water to irrigate 7,600 acres of
agriculture land.

The project would not only provide drinking water to 15,000 people of Pasni and surrounding areas
but will also mitigate flood losses. The dam site is located 50 km north of Pasni town in district
Gawadar of Balochistan. The total cost of the project is Rs 7,930 million as per revised PC-1 which
got approved by ECNEC in 2008 at the cost of Rs 2638 million and would be financed by both the
federal government and provincial government. The PSDP allocation of Rs 2000 million was made
in current financial year 2014-15 for the project which was 90% completed so far. The project was
to be completed by June 2015, but the law & order situation and inclusion of additional works and
price escalation have extended the time of completion, the CDWP meeting was informed.

The CDWP recommended Disaster and Climate Resilience Improvement Project in Punjab will
initiate capacity building and training programs for the professional engineers and scale up
irrigation research institute through physical models and introduction of modern instruments and
simulation software. It would restrict the flood flows and path of river waterway within river
boundaries and upgrade irrigated land and existing infrastructure in the riverine area.

The CDWP was further informed that as a whole, the project would contribute to the economic and
social recovery of flood affected areas through restoration and reconstruction of critical
infrastructure. The total cost of the project is Rs 10,240 million which would be 100% credit
financing of World Bank. It will be completed in four years. The CDWP also recommended Flood
Emergency Reconstruction and Resilience Project which would rehabilitate and reconstruct the
flood damaged roads and bridges in Punjab.

The project would not only mitigate the environmental degradation but will also upgrade flood
protection structures to prevent future disasters. It would improve the capacity of Punjab province
in disaster management. The total cost of project is Rs 17690 million which will be completed in
three years. The share of Punjab government is Rs 1769 million will 15921 will be the loan money
of ADB.

The Flood Emergency Reconstruction and Resilience Project in AJK envisages rehabilitation of
234km length of damaged roads due to floods of 2014 in various districts. The total cost of the
projects is Rs 6641 million which will be financed by federal government and ADB.

The detail of approved projects by the CDWP was as under:

The Disaster and Climate Resilience Improvement Project has been conceived to build capacity of
Azad state of Jammu & Kashmir in disaster and climate change prevention. The project would
enhance efficiency of the planning and development department of AJ&K on judicious and
equitable emergency response. The cost of project is Rs 2500 million which would be financed by
the World Bank through loan money and completed in three years. The CDWP approved
Construction/Black Topping of Access Road from Mekran Coastal Highway to New International
Airport at Gawadar envisages construction of three stretches of roads each 7 m wide dual
carriageway totalling 2.91 km along with allied structures and facilities to provide access to New
Gawadar International Airport from Makran Coastal Highway. The total cost of the project is Rs
503 million to be financed by the federal government through PSDP. The project will be completed
in 18 months.

KARACHI: Alkhidmat Foundation Women Wing (trust) sent a truckload of aid for Tharparkers’
poverty and famine stricken areas. The sent batch contains new Eid clothes for children, women
and men. Bedding and other household items were also sent. A checque of Rs.15 lack was
handed over to Alkhidmat Foundation for Tharparker mosque, water supply and MCHC Hospital.

The recent earthquake in Nepal has once again reminded us of the risks posed by natural
disasters in our region. In Pakistan, approximately 3 million people are affected by natural
catastrophes each year, which equates to approximately 1.6 percent of the total population.
According to an analysis of historical natural disaster data, since 1973 approximately 77 percent of
the all people affected by natural disasters were impacted by flooding events. Pakistan faces a
major financing challenge arising from natural catastrophes, with flooding causing an estimated
annual economic impact of between 3 and 4 percent of the federal budget. These findings are
presented in a report prepared by the World Bank in close partnership with the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA), Ministry of Finance (MoF), the Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan (SECP), the Provincial Disaster Management Authorities (PDMAs) and
the Provincial Finance Departments. The objective of the report is to highlight fiscal impacts of
frequent natural disasters on the budget of the government of Pakistan and to present options for a
national disaster risk financing strategy drawn from international best practices.

Preliminary analysis in this report estimates the annual economic impact of flooding at between
$1.2 billion and $1.8 billion, equivalent to between 0.5 percent and 0.8 percent of national GDP;
however simulations show that a major flood event (occurring, on average, once every 100 years)
could cause losses in excess of $15.5 billion, which equates to around 7 percent of national GDP,
equivalent to almost 40 percent of the federal budget. To consider in terms of annual probability,
there is one percent chance in any year that a major event of this size will occur. While the
government tries to meet the needs arising from the aftermath of natural disasters, the funding
gaps, especially for reconstruction of affected infrastructure lead to its deterioration especially the
protective capacity resulting in additional losses in proceeding disaster events. This report
presents the government of Pakistan with a series of options for consideration that could help the
government increase its immediate financial response capacity against natural disasters and better
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ISLAMABAD: In continuation to pre monsoon preparedness meetings held for KP and FATA at
Peshawar and for Punjab at Lahore respectively, the fourth high level meeting for Sindh was held
at Karachi on 19" May 2015. The meeting was chaired by Chief Secretary Sindh Mr. Muhammad
Siddique Memon while Chairman NDMA Major General Asghar Nawaz also attended the briefing.
The participants of the meeting included senior NDMA officials, representatives of all key provincial
stakeholders including (Secretaries, Commissioners as well as key departments/line agencies)
besides representatives of PDMA Sindh, PMD, Armed Forces, Navy and USAR teams etc.

DG PDMA Sindh gave detailed presentation on the various contours of provincial contingency
plan, details of vulnerable districts that fall in the threat of riverine flooding as well as flash and
urban flooding during the monsoon season. He emphasized upon the irrigation department to
ensure effective measures for quick response time in case of any flood like situation. The DG also
apprised NDMA team on the level of PDMA Sindh preparations based on lessons learnt from
previous floods across the country especially in Sindh province to cope with any rain/flood situation
during monsoon season. Chief Secretary Sindh expressed satisfaction on the overall precautionary
and preparatory measures being so far undertaken by all concern departments but cautioned all
concerned to be on their full alert. He also directed all commissioners and secretaries of relevant
departments present, to ensure timely completion of tasks and make possible their implementation
at the district level.

Chairman NDMA appreciated the efforts and also stressed the need for strong and efficient early
warning system in place, timely prepositioning of required rescue and relief stocks at the district
level. He also mentioned that the capacity and capability of water purification plants available with
NDMA may be tested by the provincial authority and it can be provided to PDMA Sindh if and when
needed. He also desired enhanced coordination mechanism among federal and provincial
authorities for timely response and quick actions in case of any eventuality during monsoon 2015.
Chairman NDMA also met the Urban Search & Rescue Team (USAR) at Karachi and also
inspected their equipment. He was given detailed briefing on the roles & responsibilities of the
USAR team. Chairman appreciated the team for its state of readiness despite limited human and
financial resources.

ISLAMABAD: NDMA is holding consultative meetings in collaboration with all the provincial/
regional departments to review pre-monsoon preparedness and contingency planning by
respective provinces/regions for upcoming monsoon season. In this regard, the third high level
meeting was convened in Lahore (Punjab) at Civil Secretariat on 18" May 2015. The meeting was
chaired by Chief Secretary Punjab Mr. Khizar Hayat Gondal while Chairman NDMA Major General
Asghar Nawaz also attended the briefing. The participants of the meeting included senior NDMA
officials and representatives of all key provincial stakeholders including (Secretaries,
Commissioners as well as key departments/line agencies) besides representatives of Flood
Forecasting Division (FFD) Lahore, WAPDA, NHA, Pakistan Railway and PCIW etc.

DG PDMA Punjab, Mr. Jawad Akram briefed the House about the state of preparedness of various
related provincial departments for monsoon 2015. The meeting was followed by updates by each
department regarding its preparations and measures planned and undertaken to cope with any
rain/flood eventuality during the monsoon season. The meeting also discussed pre monsoon
contingency planning carried out by PDMA Punjab including identified grey areas, remedial
measures taken, status of flood fighting plans, stockpiling of reserve stone by the Irrigation
Department for any unforeseen situation as a consequence of embankment breach etc besides
arrangement to ensure safety of life, property & infrastructure during the monsoon season. The
Chief Secretary while appreciating the efforts of each department emphasized the need to expand
and improve the early warning system for timely dissemination of relevant information to all
concerned. He also stressed the need to ensure strategic deployment of boats and selection of
camp sites for quick response.

Chairman NDMA while acknowledging the overall preparedness efforts stressed the necessity of
further strengthening the early warning capacities of PMD including the fault free operation of
Lahore, Mangla and Sialkot Weather Radars during the monsoon season. Preposition of relief
stocks by PMD and related DDMAs utilizing the Humanitarian Response Facility (HRF) that has
recently been completed under NDMA-WFP cooperation and handed over to PDMA Punjab. Such
meetings are a prelude to National Conference on Monsoon Preparedness and Contingency
Planning that will be organized by NDMA to incorporate inputs from all relevant DMAs including
Federal Agencies as well concerned agencies of UN and INGOs to formulate the Annual
Contingency Plan of NDMA for effectively combating the Monsoon Season-2015.
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

Crackdowns: 1,358 PESHAWAR: At least 1,358 proclaimed offenders have been arrested in various crackdowns in
proclaimed offenders the province over the last month, stated a handout issued from Central Police Office on Saturday.

: N The decision to conduct search and sweeps was taken at a meeting chaired by IGP Nasir Khan
arrested across in K-P Durrani at a meeting recently. During the meeting, Additional IG (Investigation) Muhammad Ali
Baba Khel informed participants a large number of POs wanted in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa belonged
to Khyber Agency — at least 2,356 hailed from the tribal belt. Similarly, he said 1,072 POs were
Afghan refugees who are wanted by the police for various cases. Moreover, Baba Khel said
around 1,376 POs wanted in K-P belong to other parts of the country. Baba Khel also said that at
least 26 POs have escaped to other countries and 2% of them were women. Kohat police had
arrested 166 POs while 150 POs were nabbed from Bannu, Charsadda and Mardan each over the
last month. More crackdowns are likely to continue in the province in the future.

The Express Tribune, May 24, 2015

Recent sweeps

On May 19, Hangu city police arrested a POs during a raid on a house in Karmaywal Kalay. He
was wanted in multiple cases of terrorism and anti-state activities. Last month, police officials from
Bannu, Hangu and Swabi arrested almost 200 POs and confiscated 46 kilogrammes of hashish
and fined 8,598 vehicle drivers.

Round them up: Supreme KARACHI: The Supreme Court’s monitoring judge for anti-terrorism courts in Sindh has ordered
Court orders police to the provincial police chief to track down the proclaimed offenders and absconders against whom
track down absconding arrest warrants have been issued in cases relating to militancy. Justice Amir Hani Muslim issued

e these directives at a meeting convened at the apex court’'s Karachi Registry to review the
militants performance of the ATCs in the province. Justice Muslim ordered the AIG Thebo to ensure the
LUCNSYICESN I TV ERVE VAU orrest of proclaimed offenders and absconders, against whom perpetual arrest warrants had been
issued by the anti-terrorism courts. For this purpose, the judges of ATCs across the province were
directed to examine their dormant files after every two months to ensure the progress in the cases.

Sources told The Express Tribune that the monitoring judge directed the prisons 1G, Nusrat
Hussain Mangan and SSP Muhammad Yaqgoob Almani of the court police to ensure the production
of under-trial prisoners before the relevant anti-terrorism courts by 8:30am every day. It was also
decided that the anti-terrorism monitoring cell in the Sindh police be made functional as soon as
possible. Justice Muslim also directed the Karachi Police chief, AIG Ghulam Qadir Thebo, to
ensure that the reports prepared by the forensic science laboratory as well as chemical
examination reports were submitted to the relevant ATCs along with the charge-sheet of every
case.

Prosecutor-general absent

The SC monitoring judge noted that Sindh’s prosecutor general, Sher Ali Sheikh, did not appear
before the SC in criminal cases. The Sindh High Court’s monitoring judge for ATCs in the province,
Sajjad Ali Shah, informed the apex court that PG Sheikh hardly ever appeared in criminal cases
before the high court either. Justice Muslim noted that the Sindh PG was also absent from
Saturday’s proceedings at the Karachi Registry, “which has far-reaching effects on the issues
relating to criminal prosecution of sensitive cases, leads to the inference that he has hardly any
interest in the office,” said a press release. The monitoring judge cautioned that under the
circumstances, it was for the competent authority to see whether prosecution could be headed by
a law officer of such a nature.

ATC premises

The meeting decided that the E-court, which was to be created, would be shifted to the present
location of the anti-terrorism courts. The works and services department would hand over the
newly renovated/constructed anti-terrorism courts to the registrar of the SHC by June 30. SC’s
monitoring judge directed IG Jamali to provide 15 police mobile vans to the investigation wing of
the Karachi police within one month. Justice Muslim also took serious exception at the non-
submission of charge-sheets by investigation officers in more than 150 FIRs, which were pending
trial before the ATCs across the province. He ordered the Legal AIG to collect the FIRs from the
ATCs’ registrar and submit their charge-sheets to the courts within two weeks.

Manohar Parrikar's ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Saturday expressed its serious concern over comments made
statement proves India by Indian Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar where he said that India will use terrorism to counter
. . . . terrorism from other countries. In a statement released by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Adviser to
qulved in t?rronsm in the Prime Minister on National Security and Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz said that Parrikar's
Pakistan: Aziz statement confirms Pakistan’s apprehensions that India is involved in terrorism in Pakistan. “It
LUCNSYCICESR T ERVEIP RN must be the first time that a minister of an elected government openly advocates use of terrorism in
another country on the pretext of preventing terrorism from that country or its non-state actors,” the
statement read. Aziz said Pakistan is pursuing a policy of good neighbourly relations with India.
“Terrorism is our common enemy and it is vital for the two countries to work together to defeat this
menace, from which Pakistan has suffered much more than almost any other country.”

Khawaja Asif deplores Indian counterpart’s statement

Responding to Parrikar's statement, Defence Minister Khawaja Asif said state sponsoring of
terrorism to counter terrorism confirmed their assertions of Indian involvement in terrorist activities
on Pakistani soil. Asif said the Indian defence minister's statement was an open and blatant
admission, declaration of sponsoring terrorism. He added that this was the worst kind of
declaration by a state functionary of cabinet level which confirmed that India sponsors terrorism
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against its neighbours in the name of preventing terrorist activities.

NORTH WAZIRISTAN: At least four security personnel were killed and two others injured on
Saturday when their convoy was targeted by an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) in Datta Khel
area of North Waziristan. According to officials, the personnel were on routine search operation
and detecting any leftover IEDs in Khair Warsak Tehsil Ghulam Khan. A landmine, while being
defused, went off leaving four personnel killed and destroying their vehicle completely. Those killed
were identified as soldier Asif, Naik Azanfar, Frontier Corps Naik Gul Khan and Lance Naik Asif.
The injured, namely Amir and Nimat, as well as the dead bodies were airlifted to Combined Military
Hospital in Bannu. Following the incident, security forces cordoned off the area and began a
search operation.

As per the ongoing operations Zarb-e-Azb and Khyber-lI search operations are carried out
frequently in attempts to eradicate terrorism from the country. On April 30, five months into the
military operation in the troubled spots of the Khyber tribal region, the military claimed a ‘huge
success’ after ‘intense fighting’ that left 27 terrorists dead. The Khyber-Il operation was launched in
mid-October last year following reports that some militants had fled the ongoing military offensive
in North Waziristan Agency to seek shelter in the strategic Tirah Valley of Khyber Agency.

ISLAMABAD: While a political ado is being witnessed in Pakistan on the suspected change of the
Pak-China Economic Corridor route, Chinese authorities have cautioned local authorities of a
possible terror attack aimed at making the project a failure. According to them, insurgents in
Balochistan have prompted security fears for the 3,000-kilometre-long route in the province, a
senior security official told The Express Tribune on Friday. He said in addition to the insurgents,
many foreign hostile intelligence agencies could also extend their support to the militants to
sabotage some key projects particularly on the eastern alignment — Gwadar to Quetta — where
work has already started. “The Chinese have sounded a note of ‘caution’ soon after reports
suggested foreign agencies’ support to militants,” said the official, who attended an important
meeting discussing key issues relating to Gwadar Port and Economic Corridor at the Ministry of
Defence this week. He further said, “Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), with other hostile
agencies, is at the frontline to sabotage this project — that is what Chinese intelligence agencies
shared with us.” He added that the meeting also discussed concerns the Chinese authorities
reminded Pakistan’s military and civilian government about an attack on state-run installations in
Gwadar district last month, which were conveyed last month.

Security measures

Meanwhile, a special security division consisting of more than 8, 000 military personnel (nine army
battalions) has been trained and will guard key projects linked from Hyderabad to Karachi and
Gwadar through N-10 East Bay Expressway along the coastal line, officials overseeing the security
of this route said. They further said that an estimated 9, 000 security personnel — comprising
Rangers, Levies, police, scouts — making up six wings will assist the military to guard more than
15,000 Chinese workers on this route. Moreover, a major-general-rank officer will command the
entire unit. Apart from guarding the economic corridor, an estimated 8,000 security officials have
already been deployed for more than 8,112 Chinese workers executing 210 projects in Pakistan.

Gwadar Airport

An official of the Ministry of Interior revealed that the security layer around the Gwadar
International Airport — a project costing $230 million to start this month — has been doubled
following recent threats. A similar case of security is with China-Pakistan Friendship Hospital and
Pak-China Technical and Vocational Institute falling under the jurisdiction of Balochistan, he
added. Security will have to be strengthened further as around 7, 000 additional Chinese workers
are expected to join the already engaged teams to execute multi-billion projects around the route
connecting Kashgar with Pakistan at Kunjarab — a point from where China wants to link to Gwadar
port in the Arabian Sea.

Commenting on the complex situation, former caretaker interior minister Malik Habib said the
reported presence of foreign elements in Balochistan poses a big challenge for law enforcement
agencies to provide security to Chinese workers. “The economic corridor is strategically very
important — many hostile agencies have started backing Baloch militants,” he said. According to
Director Pakistan Institute of Strategic Studies Amir Rana, “China’s main worry seems to be the
overall security of the corridor in the near future.” Substantiating his point, Rana said threats such
as tribal feuds, militants in Diamer, Baloch insurgents, political issues, nationalist and separatists
groups link directly to the corridor security.

ISLAMABAD: The Intelligence Bureau (IB) told the apex court on Friday that it was tapping 5,594
phone numbers across the country. In compliance of the court’s March 18 order, Deputy Attorney
General Sajid llyas Bhatti on Friday told the Supreme Court that a classified report had been
submitted on the behalf of 1B, detailing the number phones which were being tapped. It is to be
noted that a three-judge bench of the apex court, headed by Justice Mian Saqgib Nisar, while
hearing the 19-year-old suo motu case on March 18 had directed Bhatti to furnish a concise
statement within three weeks regarding the law, if any, under which taping of telephones was
permitted. “The names of departments/agencies (Intelligence Bureau, Inter-Services Intelligence,
Military Intelligence and police, etc) who are actually taping the telephones in the country,” says
the order. “The number of telephones, which are actually being tapped by each
department/agency.”

The bench clarified that at this stage, the number of phones being tapped was all that was
required, and that details of telephone numbers and persons whose calls were being monitored
were not required. The deputy attorney general stated that spy agencies were tapping phone calls
under Section 24 of the Telecommunication Act 1996; Section 5 of the Telegraph Act 1885 and
Investigation for Fair Trail Act 2013. The bench asked whether if all phone numbers tapped by
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following a particular procedure. Justice Nisar made it clear that it was a matter of fundamental
rights as at this stage they were asking for a number of telephones being monitored. He said that if
the proceedings of this case extend, the court may declare void those particular laws under which
the telephone calls were being recorded, as they were in violation to Articles 8 and 14 of the
Constitution. Meanwhile, the bench also took exception over the Inter Services Intelligence (ISl) for
not submitting a report in the matter.

The deputy attorney general said perhaps it was not possible for the ISI to disclose the total
number of phones, which were being recorded. Bhatti added that the ISI tape phone numbers on
emergency basis. However, the court asked Bhatti to inform the agency to cooperate with the court
and submit a written report in this regards, allowing it to only submit data for three months. The
hearing of the case was adjourned till June 3. In 1996, then chief justice Sajjad Ali Shah took
notice of the recording of phone calls by the intelligence agencies after a spying device was found
connected to his phone. Later, former president (late) Faroog Ahmed Leghari’s counsel — during
the Benazir Bhutto dismissal case proceedings —cited before the Supreme Court phone tapping of
judges by the Benazir regime as a major justification for her government’s ouster.

Police arrest suspect QUETTA: Balochistan police arrested the main accused involved in thedisastrous attack on Quaid-
involved in attack on i-Azam residency after carrying out a successful raid in Hazar Ganji area of Quetta on Friday.

Quaid's residency
The Express Tribune, May 22, 2015

Addressing a press conference, Senior Superintendent Police (Operations) Aitzaz Ahmed Goraya
said police arrested the proclaimed offender Pukar alias Pako — resident of Shah Rag Harnai
district — who was nominated as suspect in carrying out the attack on Quaid’s residency in Ziarat
on June 15, 2013. Goraya stated that up till now 10 suspects involved in the attack on Quaid’s
residency have been arrested. He said that police acted on a tip off and apprehended the accused.

Earlier in April, the spokesperson for Frontier Corps had claimed that thealleged
mastermind behind the attack on Quaid-e-Azam’s Ziarat residency was killed in a targeted raid
carried out by the FC personnel in the Mach area of Balochistan’s Bolan district. Militants had
carried out a symbolic and audacious attack on Pakistan, its history and the federal structure when
they blew up the Ziarat residency, the building in which the Quaid-i-Azam spent the last days of his
life in 1948. The Balochistan Liberation Army had claimed responsibility for the strike. The
residency was later rebuild and brought back to its original glory by the government and was
then inaugurated on August 14, 2014.

Terror cells working on KARACHI: Terrorists have formed separate cells to target police officers on one hand and
separate targets scholars and vulnerable groups on the other hand, according to Director General (DG) Rangers
Y= R N gl Major General Bilal Akbar. “One of the central issues related to law and order in Karachi is illegal
: weapons,” Major Gen Bilal Akbar said in Thursday’s briefing to the Senate standing committee on
human rights. “A large number of weapons of prohibited bore have been issued to people,” he said
suggesting that senators need to devise a policy. “Even law enforcers don’'t have such
sophisticated weapons.” The paramilitary force is ready to purge Karachi of illicit weapons,
according to him. Official sources said that Nasreen Jalil, who was chairing the meeting at the chief
secretary’s office, asked, “Why only Karachi? This should be done in the entire country.” Among
other senators who attended the meeting included Senators Farhatullah Babar, Dr Jehanzeb
Jamaldin, Mir Kabir M Shahi, Nisar Muhammad , Sehar Kamran and Samina Abid. Sindh chief
secretary as well as police and Rangers officials.

In his briefing, the DG Rangers disclosed that Tahir Minhas, one of the terrorists arrested in
connection with the Safoora killings, was earlier in police custody. Law enforcers are trying to
determine how he came to be released. “He is involved in many terrorist activities. We will probe
into the matter and [see] how he was released,” the DG Rangers said. Authorities in Sindh have
denied the involvement of RAW in the May 13 bus killings, officials of intelligence agencies
informed the Senate committee that they were not so sure. “It is yet to be determined who is
involved in the deadly attack. At this moment it will be premature to come to a conclusion. RAW'’s
involvement cannot be ruled out,” an official said. “RAW is actively involved in destabilising
Pakistan more than sectarian organizations. Some groups of these militants are working on the
agenda of the Indian spy agency,” he said.

Earlier, briefing the meeting the chairperson of the committee Nasreen Jalil said that the purpose
of their visit in Karachi was to express solidarity with the heirs of the victims of the Safoora
shootings and review progress in the investigation. After this meeting, the committee members
called on Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah at the CM House. Shah briefed the senators about the
Safoora incident and arrest of the terrorists. According to a spokesperson for CM House, Shah
praised the efforts of Karachi police and Rangers. He also expressed his government’s concern
over the prime minister's package for improving law and order in Karachi. Despite repeated
requests, he said, the federal authorities have not yet released the promised sum of Rs10 billion
for buying APCs and sophisticated weapons and gear for police.

Rights concerns: Military LAHORE: The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) and the International Commission
courts must not try of Jurists (ICJ) on Thursday expressed concern on the possibility of juveniles’ trial in the newly-
children says HRCP cqn;tituted militaw cqurts gft_er the passage of the 21st Amendment. In letters sent to thf-: prime
The Expres’s Tribune, May 22, 2015 minister and the interior minister on Thursday, the HRCP and the Geneva-based ICJ said: “The

’ ’ constitutional amendment and the corresponding amendments to the Army Act, 1952, give military
courts jurisdiction to try all persons, including civilians, alleged to have committed certain offences
related to terrorism. The amendments provide that the government may transfer a case related to
the enumerated offences under the Army Act from any court (which prima facie includes juvenile
courts) to a military tribunal for trial. The amended law also stipulates that in case of inconsistency
with other laws, provisions of the Army Act would prevail. The amendments do not expressly
exclude juveniles from their ambit.”

The HRCP and the ICJ said that these provisions had created the possibility that the requirement
under the Juvenile Justice System Ordinance (JJSO), 2002, whereby juvenile courts shall have
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exclusive jurisdiction to try individuals below 18 years of age, could be overridden in certain
terrorism-related cases. “In the circumstances, it is important that the government clarifies and
ensures that in implementing the law, individuals who were under the age of 18 at the time of the
alleged crime may not be tried in military courts. A trial before such a court would violate Pakistan’s
obligations under international law,” they said. The HRCP and the ICJ said that juveniles were
entitled to all internationally recognised fair-trial guarantees that applied to adults, as well as
special care and additional protection under international standards, including the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which Pakistan ratified in 2010 and Convention on the
Rights of the Child, which Pakistan ratified in 1990, as well as the UN Standard Minimum Rules for
the Administration of Juvenile Justice (Beijing Rules).

“Far from ensuring special care and additional protection for juveniles, proceedings before the
military courts fell short of national and international standards requiring fair trials: judges are part
of the executive branch of the state and continue to be subjected to military command; judges are
not legally trained or specially trained on protecting the rights of the child and the principles related
to juvenile justice; the right to appeal to civilian courts is not available; the right to a public hearing
is not guaranteed; and a duly reasoned, written judgment, including the essential findings,
evidence and legal reasoning, is denied. In addition, the procedures of military courts, the selection
of cases to be referred to them, the location and timing of trial, and alleged offences are kept
secret,” they said. “It should also be noted that the Committee on the Rights of the Child has taken
the position that only civilian courts are able to take into account the requirements of the proper
administration of justice in the case of juveniles,” the letter said.

“The HRCP and the ICJ urge you to clarify the government’s policy on referral of juveniles to
military courts for trial, ensure that in its implementation of the amended law, no case of an
individual who is under the age of 18 at the time of the alleged crime is referred or transferred to
military courts for trial,” they said. “Doing so will help ensure that Pakistan complies with its
obligations under Pakistani law and international standards to ensure and that juveniles suspected
of infringing the penal law are only tried by special juvenile courts in proceedings that meet
international standards for the fair administration of juvenile justice,” the HRCP and the ICJ
concluded in the letters.

ISLAMABAD: Interior minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan on Thursday asked the authorities
concerned to ensure the Safe City project is afoot by September this year, said an official. The
minister conducted a meeting to review progress on the project, with Inspector General of the
Islamabad Police (IGP) Tahir Alam Khan, the Operations SSP and National Database and
Registration Authority (NADRA) officials in attendance. The ruling Pakistan Muslim League PML-N
government had already decided to revive the controversial multi-billion rupee project, under which
some 2,000 surveillance cameras would be installed in the capital. While sharing details, the
official said that the project will have multiple functions such as a computer-aided dispatch system,
facial recognition software, and a vehicle management system, which help law enforcement
agencies to intercept suspects. Beside, a control room will be operated by police officers who will
get training from the UK. “After installation of the project, check posts will be removed from the
city,” said the official.

The official explained that under the project, a 2,009 square-metre bombproof command centre
would be built, and all cameras would be connected through 500 km of fibre optic cable, operated
through a 4G network. The project was approved on December 29, 2009 by the PPP-led
government after China agreed to provide $124.7 million for the project in the form of a soft loan.
However, the project was challenged in the Supreme Court, which struck it down due to Public
Procurement Rules violations. The project was reconsidered in June 2014 by the PML-N
government. The minister also directed the IGP to keep a close eye on Sabzi Mandi, Tarnol and
Bhara Kahu, which he believes are security threats area in the capital.

KARACHI: Four suspected terrorists, who were allegedly involved in the Wagah Border attack in
Lahore last year, were killed in a Karachi raid early on Friday morning. The suspects allegedly
belonged to the Omar Khurasani group, who were killed when the Counter Terrorism Department
exchanged fire with the millitants in Karachi’s Ittehad Town. Police said that they had initially
arrested the suspects in injured condition, but they later succumbed to their wounds. Officials
added that the suspects were involved in killing 55 people in the attack on Wagah Border, in
injured condition.

An anti-terrorism court indicted 106 people on Thursday accused of lynching a Christian couple in
Kot Radha Kishan last year. Further, the judge summoned 32 prosecution witnesses tomorrow and
declared kiln owner Yousuf Gujjar and three others, namely Maulvi Muhaamah Hussain, Maulvi
Noorul Hassan and Maulvi Arshad Baloch, guilty. On November 4, 2014, Shama and Shehzad
were beaten to death by a mob over blasphemy allegations and then thrown into the furnace of a
brick kiln where the couple worked. The court distributed case copies among the 106 accused as
police submitted a challan declaring them guilty. The counsel of the accused had told the court that
the police had also implicated some passers-by and guests in the case.

On March 9 this year the apex court expressed dissatisfaction over the investigation of the Punjab
police and directed the police chief to supervise the investigation himself. Complying with the
Supreme Court’s March 9 order, the Punjab police chief had told the court in the last hearing that a
joint investigation team was reconstituted to probe the case. Sharing the fact-finding committee’s
report, the police chief said ASI Abdul Rasheed knew the issue of blasphemy accusations was
brewing a day before the incident took place, but he kept quiet on the matter and did not bother to
inform his senior officers. However, in compliance of the court’s order, the fact-finding committee
was ordered to collect the call data records of all the officers, from the DPO to the SHO, to further
examine their role in the attack.

WEB DESK: A day after Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar disclosed the arrest of Safoora attackers,
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army chief General Raheel Sharif has said that noteworthy achievements in operation Zarb-e-Azb
have created a space for a decisive surge against terrorists in urban areas. “War against terrorism
and extremism is being fought for future generations,” General Raheel said, addressing officers
and students of Command and Staff College during a day’s visit to the institute in Quetta on
Thursday, Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) said in a statement. The COAS said the war
against militancy cannot be fought and won alone by the security forces — support from the masses
is necessary.

“Only a safer Pakistan guarantees a prosperous Pakistan,” the army chief said, adding that war
against militancy cannot be fought and won alone by the security forces but needs support of the
masses. “The war we are fighting and security threats we are dealing with are multi-dimensional,
orchestrated and complex,” General Raheel said. “Modern means of technology need to be
adopted to fight the war against terrorism.”

PARACHINAR: Air strikes killed at least 15 suspected militants in Shawal Valley on Thursday,
intelligence officials said, a week after security forces moved in on Taliban strongholds there. The
deeply forested ravines of the valley are a key smuggling route between Pakistan and Afghanistan,
and are dotted with Taliban bases used as launch pads for attacks on Pakistani forces. In the
latest air strikes, a local security commander and two intelligence officials said that 15 or 16
suspected militants were killed in the Datta Khel area of North Waziristan.

The Taliban used to control all of North Waziristan, a mountainous region that includes the Shawal
Valley and runs along the Afghan border. Pakistan Army launched an operation there last June
and has recaptured most of it. There have been a number of air strikes in the Shawal Valley over
the past week and two drone attacks, but no sign of a large ground offensive. Most phone lines to
the area have been cut and military roadblocks curtail civilian movement.

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar on Thursday asked the provincial home
departments to conduct a security audit for minority communities and prepare a special security
plan for including Hindus, Christians, Sikhs, Ismailis and Bohras within a week. “Protect our
minorities. It should be your utmost priority,” Nisar directed provincial police chiefs on Thursday.
“Protect minorities’ worship places and enhance police patrolling of religious places of non-
Muslims as well.” The interior minister asked provinces to better train and equip law enforcement
agencies, as well as to conduct a security audit of minority communities by establishing new
intelligence surveillance systems for their safety. “Special surveillance of minorities’ worship places
should be carried out by intelligence agencies,” Nisar directed the Intelligence Bureau as he
sought weekly briefings by the provincial home departments.

Gun licences for minority communities?

Having failed to adequately address security concerns of minority communities, Nisar hinted that
minority communities could be issued arms licences as well. “We want to introduce new
mechanism for arms licences. It will be for sure a new regime for controlling arms in the country,”
Nisar said pointing out that currently there was a ban on issuance of arms licences since a new
policy was under the works at the federal level. “We are in a warlike situation and can’t afford free-
flow of arms.”

Names on ECL

Nisar also directed the intelligence agencies departments and organisations concerned to justify
their stance on putting names of thousands of people on the Exit Control List (ECL). Currently,
more than 7, 500 people have been put on the ECL. Some have been on the list since 1996. The
government is in a process of reviewing laws under which someone’s name is placed on the ECL.
Director General Immigration and Passports Usman Bajwa told the meeting that about 12,000
passports of various people had been blacklisted. “There should be no amnesty for these people,”
responded the interior minister.

Exchange of Offenders Agreement

Nisar said thousands of Pakistani nationals were in jails of various countries, and directed his
subordinates to prepare recommendations where elderly, innocent and others could be considered
for a return under the agreement. “Do we have space to accommodate these prisoners in our jails.”
Secretary Interior Shahid Khan told some parameters could be revised to bring those prisoners
back to the country on humanitarian basis. “Many people are innocents but languishing in foreign
jails,” Khan said. About issues of three diplomats accused to be involved in illegally sending
prisoners from Thailand to Pakistan, the Federal Investigation Agency officials informed the
meeting that they had refused to appear before the investigators. “We've summoned them
[diplomats] thrice but they failed to appear,” said FIA director Inam Ghani. Now, the FIA will issue
another final notice to them for recording their statement, he said, adding if they fail to respond
then their passports would be blacklisted. Following these reports, the interior minister put the
Exchange of Offenders agreement on hold.

LAHORE: A joint investigation team probing last year's deadly clashes between Punjab police and
Pakistan Awami Tehreek workers has held 10 police officers responsible, while giving a clean chit
to the prime minister and the Punjab chief minister, Express News reported. On June 17, 2014, at
least 14 workers of Dr Tahirul Qadri’'s party were killed and 90 were in injured in clashes with
police in Model Town, Lahore. After the first inquiry team was rejected by the leadership of PAT, a
new five-member JIT was formed, headed by CCPO Quetta Abdul Razzaq Cheema, AIG
Discipline at CPO SSP Shehzad Akbar, DSP CIA Khalid Abubakar and one official each from the
Inter Services Intelligence (ISl), Intelligence Bureau (IB). The JIT’s report states Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif and other federal ministers, including the
officers of DIG- and CCPO-level were not involved in the incident.

However, it adds SP Security Salman Khan was present with the police officers at the time of the
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incident. When PAT workers pelted stones as well as patrol bombs on the police, it was SP
Salman who ordered the firing, and had fired bullets hilself as well. Besides the SP, those who
have been held responsible for the killings of PAT workers include SHO Amir Saleem, two sub-
inspectors of the Elite Force, seven constables. Five of the officers are already under custody
whereas the arrest of the remaining will be decided by the law enforcers. Based on the August 28
FIR lodged by Minhajul Quran (MuQ), the Punjab government had finally formed a new
investigation team but it was rejected by the PAT leadership.

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Raheel Sharif on Monday said the Pakistan
Army was the “most accomplished” force the world now recognised after having “cleansed large
remote areas of terrorists in the most treacherous terrain and in the most trying circumstances.”
Talking to officers and troops after witnessing the conclusion ceremony of the 4th Army Physical
Agility and Combat Efficiency System (PACES) Championship at Kharian Cantonment, General
Raheel termed the army’s performance in recent operations as “phenomenal.” He also expressed
satisfaction over objectives of new physical standards achieved through the new fitness regime.
“We must continue to train hard in peace time to be able to take on multi-dimensional challenges in
future conflicts,” said the army chief. Later, the COAS gave away trophies to the winning and
runner-up teams and also distributed medals for individual performances. A hundred “Fittest of the
Fit” and five “Super Fit” soldiers of Pakistan Army were awarded certificates and insignias. On his
arrival at Kharian, the army chief was received by Corps Commander 1 Corps Lieutenant General
Mian Muhammad Hilal.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) and Afghanistan’s National Directorate of
Security (NDS) have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to share intelligence and
conduct coordinated operations against terrorists, DawnNews reported on Monday. Pakistan
Army’s media wing head, Major General Asim Bajwa, also confirmed the signing of the MoU in a
tweet late Monday night. According to the agreement, both spy agencies will identify common
enemies and carry out joint operations on either side of the border. The signing of the security
agreement between the two countries comes almost a week after Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and
army chief General Raheel Sharif visited Kabul to discuss bilateral relations between Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

During his trip to Afghanistan, Pakistan Army chief General Raheel had said the territories of
Pakistan and Afghanistan will be not be used against each other, adding that Afghanistan’s
enemies are Pakistan’s enemies. During the trip, Nawaz Sharif had also strongly condemned the
recent surge in Taliban attacks in Afghanistan, adding that all terrorist sanctuaries when found will
be eliminated by direct action. “In case of terrorist activity, both Pakistan and Afghanistan retain the
right of counter actions in conjunction,” the premier had said.

KARACHI: Made a distress call on the police hotline? Don’'t be surprised if it is black-clad police
commandos armed with modern, sophisticated weapons who respond instead of your regular
officers. The Sindh police’s Special Security Unit (SSU), responsible for the security of the prime
minister and the president, is set to come to the rescue of ordinary citizens. Established in 2010,
the 2,000-strong SSU works as a security force for the country’s top leadership. Highly trained and
exceptionally disciplined, the officers are equipped with sophisticated weapons to deal with
terrorism and other deadly situations. “A pilot project will be initiated in the next two months, in
which the SSU will reach out to the public to help counter lawlessness and targeted killings,”
explained Security AIG Magsood Ahmed. In the first phase of this project, which will kick off in the
South Zone, the elite force will respond to complaints made on the Madadgar 15 police emergency
number. Once someone complains at 15, the SSU control room team will swing into action and
within minutes, the special teams will reach the caller.

The control room aims to have the picture and details of the caller on display, while the positions of
the SSU vehicles — 20 of which will be on patrol in South Zone day and night — will also be
shown on screens. As soon as the complaint is made, the nearest vehicle will be sent to the caller.
SSU SP Muzzafar Igbal claimed that the project will soon branch out from South Zone to the entire
city. “We will have around 200 vehicles patrolling the metropolis, responding to emergency
situations.” The elite force’s other plans to engage with the public include establishing 10 police
facilitation centres, also referred to as public help centres, across Karachi in order to help the
people solve their civil and criminal problems. Meanwhile, a dispute resolution committee will be
formed to solve family disputes and other such matters. “Residents can walk into the facilitation
centres, discuss their problems and even register FIRs,” asserted Ahmed. The SSU’s long-term
plan involves establishing a counter-terrorism university, to deal with a subject that officials claim is
not taught in any educational institute in the country.

RAWALPINDI: US Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan (SRAP) Ambassador
Daniel Feldman has appreciated Pakistani security forces’ sacrifices and efforts for peace and
stability in the region. According to a statement by Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR),
Ambassador Feldman called on Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif at the GHQ on
Tuesday.

Issues of mutual interest and regional security situation came under discussion during the meeting.
Earlier on May 7, army chief discussed Pak-Afghan border coordination and the overall security
situation in the region with Commander Resolute Support United States Forces in Afghanistan
General John F Campbell.

KARACHI / HYDERABAD: Security agencies have arrested the four masterminds behind the
devastating attack on the bus transporting members of the Ismaili community in Karachi that
claimed the lives of 45 people. This was disclosed by Sindh chief minister Qaim Ali Shah at a
press conference in Nawabshah on Tuesday. “I should have shared this important news in Karachi
that the four people who planned, conspired and prepared the attackers have been arrested,” said
Shah, while speaking to the media after attending the convocation of the Peoples University of
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Medical and Health Sciences (PUMHS). The chief minister claimed that the arrested suspects
have confessed to their involvement. He did not disclose their identities.

Contradicting his own

Earlier in the day while speaking at the Sindh Assembly session, Shah had said that the terrorists
involved in the Safora Goth attack cannot hide in any corner of the country. He had announced
that they would be arrested soon. Addressing the Sindh Assembly session, he said, “We have
recorded the eyewitness statements and captured images of these terrorists. They cannot escape
and we will arrest all the suspects come what may.” The chief minister was responding to
speeches by the opposition lawmakers in which they had criticised the provincial government’s
performance with regards to the law and order situation. “We had inherited the worst law and order
situation from the previous government,” he reasoned. “Around 90 people were kidnapped when
we took over in 2008. Not one case of kidnapping for ransom is pending in Sindh and the people of
Karachi are walking freely without the fear of being mugged,” he said, adding that the situation in
Karachi was now under control, but some elements still wanted his resignation. “Why did the chief
minister not step down when terrorists attacked the then corps commander’s convoy in Karachi
and killed French engineers and American diplomats?” he questioned, adding that the Prime
Minister, Chief of Army Staff and even diplomats from the USA, UK and the EU had appreciated
the Sindh government’s performance.

Contradicting the interior minister

The CM'’s disclosure contradicted the statement of Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar, who had
visited Karachi a day earlier and revealed the arrest of four suspects believed to be involved in the
case. The interior minister had said, however, that the arrested suspects were not directly involved
in the attack. Rather, the law enforcers hoped to arrest the real culprits through information
provided by the detained suspects, he explained, adding that the perpetrators had come ‘under the
focus of the intelligence agencies.’

Bilawal to return

Shah also confirmed reports of Bilawal Bhutto Zardari’s return to Pakistan. He said the young scion
of the Bhutto family will soon be back in the country and will take charge of the party. Shah
lambasted Zulfigar Mirza for being a pawn in the hands of a ‘secret power’. “We know who that
power is. Soon we will expose it in front of the people,” said Shah. He defended the Pakistan
Peoples Party’s co-chairperson, Asif Ali Zardari, against Mirza’'s criticism, saying he was a
successful politician. “Everyone appreciates his political acumen. The all-parties conference [over
Pak-China corridor] was also his brainchild.”

Convocation

The chief minister distributed academic degrees among 375 students of the PUMHS at its 13th
annual convocation. Speaking on the occasion, he said that his government had established nine
new universities in the province. He further announced that two institutes of dental and
pharmaceutical sciences will be set up in PUMHS and four buses will also be given to the varsity.

KHARIAN: Chief of Army Staff (COAS), General Raheel Sharif on Monday termed the
achievements as phenomenal in the ongoing military operations against terrorists. Addressing the
closing ceremony for the 4th Army Physical Agility and Combat Efficiency System (PACES)
Championship here, General Sharif declared strategic knowledge and operational preparedness of
soldiers as indispensable for making big gains in war against terrorism. Lauding the performance
of the participating players, the Army Chief said that maintaining modern standards in physical
fitness would be essential for combating future battles. Gen Raheel Sharif later called on Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif at PM’'s House in Islamabad and exchanged views on national security
issues.According to sources, they also deliberated on the reports of national security institutions
pertaining to involvement of Indian intelligence agency RAW in recent terrorist acts in the country.

KARACHI: In a report submitted to the interior ministry, Karachi police claimed on Monday the
number of target killings have significantly decreased from 669 to 320 since the launch of Karachi
operation, Express News reported. Police claimed that there has been a significant reduction in
number of extortion and kidnapping cases as well as street crimes. The report added that the
kidnappings have gone down to 109 from 177. On May 16, Karachi Corps Commander Lt. General
Naveed Mukhtar had said that the crackdown on militants in the megalopolis will continue
indiscriminately till it reaches its logical conclusion.

“The operation will meet its logical conclusion and terrorism will be eradicated in all its forms and
manifestations to ensure lasting peace and calm.” Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif had
also ordered expanding the scope of the Karachi operation to hunt down terrorists in all corners of
the violence-plagued city. During a meeting of the Sindh apex committee held at the corps
headquarters in Karachi, the provincial and military leadership decided to speed up the ongoing
targeted operation with enhanced surveillance in suburban areas.
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PSO imports 50000 ISLAMABAD (Online): Pakistan State Oil (PSO) has imported 50000 metric tons fuel to meet the
metric tons of fuel growing energy needs of the country. Spokesman of ministry of petroleum told that country has
The Nation, May 24,2015 surplus petrol reserves and we fear no shortfall of petrol supply in the country. A ship carrying 50000
metric tons fuel was to anchor at port Saturday night and the petrol supply to different parts of country
will be started.

Union thanks WAPDA LAHORE - WAPDA Authority has agreed to grant one month basic pay as ex-gratia/award payment
chairman for one-month to thousands of WAPDA employees working in hydel power stations, water dams and other electricity
basic pay and water projects and common services to all regular and contract, temporary and daily labour
The Nation, May 24,2015 workers having at least one year service on the eve of Eid Ul Fitr and Eid Ul Zaha @ 50% each Eid
’ g on the demand of All Pakistan Hydro Electric Workers Union. Khurshid Ahmed, General Secretary of
the Union, along with Abdul Latif Nizamani, Muhammad Ayoub Khokhar, Rana Akhter Ali, Syed
Rageb Shah, Rana Muhammad Akram and Afser Khan Tarbela Power House thanked the decision
taken by the Chairman WAPDA and WAPDA Authority and declared that the workers would leave no
stone unturned to serve the national institution of Pakistan Water and Power Development Authority
by completing its electricity & water projects in time and raise efficiency of the national public utility.

US to help Pakistan ISLAMABAD - The United States and Pakistan have agreed to facilitate and accelerate private
accrue 3,000MW clean investment in clean energy projects with the aim to add at least 3,000 megawatts of clean power to
Pakistan’s national grid within next 3-5 years.The decision came following Pakistan’s cold response
to US advice to buy surplus electricity from Indian state of Punjab to meet its pressing energy needs,
sources said. “The US proposal (of buying power from India) was mooted in the meeting of the US-
Pakistan Working Group held in Islamabad last month”, said a senior official privy to the development
while requesting not to be named. According to sources, Washington has been asking Islamabad to
explore this option but Pakistan did not buy the idea largely because of the fears that it might weaken
its position on water dispute with India. Even though electricity by the Punjab State Power
Corporation Limited (PSPCL) is thermal generation facility and has nothing to do with hydro power
generation still Pakistan is shying away from exploring the option.

energy
The Nation, May 24,2015

Instead, Pakistan has opted for CASA 1000, to buy hydropower from two central Asian republics of
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan and is trying to materialise the multi billion dollar project at the earliest.
“Pakistan has not considered the US proposal for political reasons”, another source said, adding
Islamabad does not want to engage India for the purpose as such an agreement would have far
reaching implications for Pakistan. Consequently, the United States and Pakistan agreed to facilitate
and accelerate private investment in clean energy projects in Pakistan. Under this initiative, the US
Government will work with Pakistan to advance reforms that will allow the US, Pakistani, and
international private sector developers and investors to add at least 3,000 megawatts of clean power
to Pakistan’s national grid within the next 3-5 years. “This clean energy initiative will help address
Pakistan’s energy challenges,” said US State Department's Special Envoy for Energy Amos
Hochstein during the second US-Pakistan Energy Working Group under the broader US-Pakistan
Strategic Dialogue framework. “It is a partnership to help alleviate Pakistan’s energy challenges
based on a set of goals shared by Pakistan, the United States, multilateral banks, donors, and the
private sector,” he said.

Energy demand in Pakistan is expected to double by 2020 and both the US and Pakistan agreed on
key reforms in Pakistan’s power sector in order to create space for private sector to help address the
challenge. In order to advance the goals of this common initiative, US and Pakistani officials
discussed steps to: strengthen regulatory institutions and develop market-based rules to attract
private investment; develop an investment strategy for expanding the role of clean energy systems;
expand transmission capacity for clean energy projects; and mobilise loans, grants, technical
assistance and guarantees needed to manage and reduce private sector risks and leverage private
capital into clean power projects. Both sides agreed that helping the energy sector become more
market-based is one of the best alternatives to ending the current crisis and ensuring that future
demand can be met. Clean power investments in hydroelectric, wind, solar, biomass, and natural
gas, combined with an expanded effort to improve the efficiency at all parts of the energy sector, will
reduce Pakistan’s dependence on foreign fuel sources, help address climate change, improve
Pakistan’s energy security, and promote innovation and growth.This initiative marks a new phase of
US energy sector assistance to Pakistan, which since 2010 has contributed over 1,500 megawatts of
electricity to Pakistan’s national grid by refurbishing existing hydropower and thermal generation
facilities, completing hydropower projects, and improving the operation and efficiency of Pakistan’s
transmission and distribution systems.

Fire injures five LAHORE: Five people were injured in two fire incidents in the city on Friday.Three people, including
Daily Dawn, May 23,2015 two minors, suffered burn injuries when a fire erupted in a house near Lal Bridge. Rescuers
extinguished the fire and shifted the injured to Mayo Hospital. The injured were identified as Sana, 10,
Adeel, 14, and Asghar, 23.In another incident, two youth were injured in a shop fire in Gulshan-i-
Ravi.Rescue firefighting vehicles extinguished the fire and shifted the injured to hospital where their
condition was out of danger.Usman, 20, and Umer, 16, of Nonarian, tried to extinguish the fire and
received minor burns.

Fire guts Lakki election LAKKI MARWAT: A fire caused by electric short-circuit gutted equipment, record and other material
commissioner’s office at the office of the district election commissioner here on Friday.According to reports, fire suddenly
Daily Dawn, May 23,2015 broke out in the office room of the election commissioner which engulfed the building within no time.
Luckily, District Election Commissioner Noorza Ali Shah was not present in the office at the time of

¢

National

4% c2015 www.alhasan.com o atonal
v

Forum




(.2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN 16

the incident as he had gone to the office of district returning officer at district headquarters complex,
Tajazai in connection with the local government elections.ECP officials immediately informed the
local administration and fire unit of the municipal body and also started efforts themselves to put out
the flames and save the valuable record.But, the fire turned into ashes electoral lists, air conditioner,
furniture, computers, office record, files containing record of returning officers and other
equipment.However, the firefighters prevented the fire from reaching the rooms where transparent
plastic ballot boxes and election related material was dumped.Bannu regional Election Commissioner
Ahmad Nawaz, Lakki Deputy Commissioner Ihsanullah Khan, District Police Officer Ali Akbar Shah
and Assistant Commissioner Sher Alam Khan also visited the ECP office to know about the losses
caused by the fire.

PM wants parliamentary ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Friday issued directives for forming a parliamentary
(Lo 1 1 R RNV LG committee to investigate the alleged irregularities in the purchase of land for the construction of the

purchase of land for dam
Daily Dawn, May 23,2015

Diamer-Bhasha dam project. Presiding over the 14th meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Energy at
the Prime Minister's Office, Mr Sharif said that acquisition of land for the 4,500MW hydel project
should be done by July 31. In parliamentary traditions, the prime minister, as the leader of the house,
can only ask the speaker of National Assembly to constitute a parliamentary committee, but cannot
himself issue directives for it.

But, as per the press statement issued after the meeting, the word ‘ordered’ has been attributed to
the prime minister. The statement said that the meeting which lasted more than three hours heard a
presentation by the secretary for water and power on load management and recoveries. A source
privy to the meeting told Dawn that the federal government was not happy with the PTl-led Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government over its role in clearing the area for the Diamer-Bhasha project. In this
regard the federal government has already written to the KP government. He said by forming the
parliamentary committee on the project the federal government wanted to take all parliamentary
parties on board. WAPDA Chairman Zafar Mahmood briefed the meeting on matters related to
Diamer-Bhasha project. The prime minister asked the WAPDA chairman to present the complete
project proposal with timelines in the next meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Energy.

Load management: Keeping in view the increasing demand of electricity in coming days because of
hot weather across the country, the meeting spent considerable time on load management during
summer. The meeting was informed that this year the duration of average loadshedding was six
hours in urban areas and eight hours in rural areas. An exception was made for areas from where
recovery was very low. The prime minister called for tangible steps to control power theft and speed
up recovery. He directed the ministries concerned to look into the possibility of increased supply of
gas to Guddu power plant so that more than 700MW of electricity was added by October. The federal
Minister for Petroleum, Shahid Khagan Abbasi, briefed the meeting on progress on the LNG-based
power plants. He said LNG would cost even less than furnace oil.

The prime minister gave approval for converting power plants running on diesel and furnace oil to
LNG. The meeting was informed about installation of subsidised tube-wells in Balochistan. Water &
Power Secretary Mohammad Younus Dagha briefed the meeting on access to solar power in rural
areas of Balochistan. Among others who attended the meeting were Finance Minister Ishaq Dar,
Minister for Water & Power Khawaja Mohammad Asif, Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif, Minster
of State for Petroleum Jam Kamal Khan, Cabinet Secretary Raja Hassan Abbas, Adviser to the PM
on National Security and Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz, Special Adviser to the PM on Foreign Affairs
Tariqg Fatemi, Secretary Finance Dr Waqgar Masood, Secretary Petroleum Arshad Mirza, Secretary
Information Mohammad Azam and Chief Secretary of Gilgit-Baltistan Syed Tahir Hussain.

DHA residents left high KARACHI : Residents of Phase 1 Block A of the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) were left high and dry
and dry after water on a hot Friday as both tubewells catering to the block were shut down without prior intimation to the
supply is cut without residents, leaving them without water for nearly 24 hours. Several residents of Blaock A Phase 1 told

A Pakistan Today during a visit to the locality following complaints of a water shortage crisis there that the
notice DHA Maintenance Department had neither intimated them about closure of the tubewells nor were they
PakistanToday , May 23, 2015 allowing the residents to hire private water tankers to fill the water tanks at their homes. “We woke up on
Friday only to find that our taps had run dry. Repeated phone calls to the Block’s maintenance department
went unanswered. The staff present at the office later told us that the tubewells had been shut down for
repair work on the pipelines and that water supply would resume as soon as the repairs finished. However,
it has been nearly 18 hours and there’s no sign of water so far,” Igrar Hussain, a local resident, told
Pakistan Today.

He said that DHA authorities had neither informed the residents about the tubewell closure nor had made
any alternate arrangements to meet their water needs. “| made frantic efforts to hire a private water tanker
but the DHA authorities refused to let them enter the vicinity. Can the DHA authorities explain what the
residents are expected to do in such a situation?” Samina Mushtaq, another resident, lamented that the
DHA authorities had no proper mechanism to inform residents about any such situation. “We could only
curse the DHA authorities for this situation as there was no water to bathe or even wash the dishes. Today |
felt as if we were in Karachi where people are literally begging for water,” she said, adding that the situation
was unexpected in DHA, which is supposedly the city’'s most posh locality. Some residents also claimed
that the DHA complaint helpline remained inaccessible as repeated phone calls on their number 35723188
went unanswered. “No one has picked the helpline number all day long. I'm appalled by the DHA
authorities’ apathy towards the residents’ plight,” said Mudassar Raza, a resident of Phase 1. Employees at
the DHA maintenance office told Pakistan Today that water supply would resume in the next couple of
hours. “We will activate the tubewells as soon as electricity returns at 8.15pm,” they said. However, water
supply to the block remained blocked when Pakistan Today again contacted the residents to ascertain the
situation at midnight.

Khurshid Shah lashes KARACHI — Opposition Leader in the National Assembly Syed Khurshid Shah on Saturday severely

(o ITL A= e (A4l (Y71 (--:I--Je Ml Criticized the government over prolonged power outages across the country. Talking to media at his

load shedding HEC, PEC residence in Sukkur, the opposition leader said the incumbent government misled the nation with its hollow
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residence in Sukkur, the opposition leader said the incumbent government misled the nation with its
hollow slogans. The government is not ready to talk on this issue now and says that it will discuss the
matter only after three years, he added. Shah said load shedding duration has increased by 50%
during the PML-N s rule. Urban areas are facing 12 to 14 hours of power cuts while 18 hours of load
shedding is carried out in rural areas every day, he added. To a question regarding JIT report on
Model Town tragedy, Khurshid Shah said that he does not know much about the report but the
affected parties can knock judiciary’s door to seek justice.

KARACHI: Pakistan, according to Institute of Social and Policy Sciences (I-Saps) research fellow
Ahmed Ali, is the graveyard of education reform. Although Article 25-A of the Constitution calls for
free education for all children between the age of five and 16 years, it is hardly implemented. He was
hosting an all-parties conference to create better education opportunities in Sindh, organised by |-
Saps in collaboration with Alif Ailaan on Thursday, with the aim of bringing everyone together on one
platform to understand the importance of education and the role played by political parties in
improving the education sector. While representatives from most major political parties were present,
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) — the ruling party of the province — and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
were conspicuous with their absence.

According to Ali, over three million children in the province were out of school. He also pointed out
the need to monitor dropout students. While over 700,000 children are enrolled in primary school
every year, only 150,000 complete their Matriculation, he said. Urging the politicians to implement
Article 25-A, he also stressed the need to allocate funds for renovation, educate and train teachers
and stop posting and transfers of teachers on the basis of political affiliations. Pakistan Muslim
League-Functional’'s (PML-F) Mehtab Akbar Rashdi labelled the education department as the most
politicised department, adding that the Sindh government had no strategy or will to eradicate the
menace of corruption.

Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) MPA Irum Azeem Farooq pointed out that several meetings
were being held about the budget for the upcoming fiscal year. “The MQM has put forward a number
of suggestions and ideas on the assembly floor,” she claimed, adding that if the government did not
incorporate these ideas in the budget, it becomes clear who does not want Sindh to be educated.
“How can the problems be solved if the ministers and secretaries do not even bother to come and
listen?” asked Aslam Ghauri from the Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Islam — Fazl, complaining that those who
came to the conference left as soon as they had delivered their speeches — a pointed reference to
the MQM, PML-Q and PML-F representatives. However, Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz Senator
Nehal Hashmi, in his concluding speech, said that instead of blaming each other, the parties should
each fulfil their own responsibilities. “It would be easy for me to detach myself from the matter at hand
by saying that it is not the federal government’s duty to look into provincial issues following the 18th
Amendment,” he pointed out. “But we cannot close our eyes as the Sindh government has done.” For
him, Sindh would do well to learn from Punjab where, according to him, he himself could not
influence the posting or transfer of any teacher. “This is the time to step up and take action,” he
declared. “We need to upgrade schools, respect teaching as a profession and stop the blame game.”

Pakistan has some of the highest level of unaccounted for gas, or gas theft, in the world exceeding
10 percent whereas internationally one percent is considered normal. This was stated by Richard
Jeremy Spencer World Bank energy specialist during online discussion on the topic of "Gas
Resources in Pakistan". Spencer leads the Bank's support to Pakistan's energy sector, including
helping with reform of the electric power sector and also works on energy projects in Afghanistan.
Spencer said Pakistan consumes about 4 billion cubic feet of gas per day at the moment against the
demand of about 6 billion cubic feet. Demand is increasing and supply is not keeping up. Part of the
problem is that there are high levels of theft which also reduce supply for all. At current rates of
consumption, Pakistan's gas will last about 27 years - but this is a snapshot of something that is
constantly changing as new gas reserves are discovered and enter production, and as gas
consumption changes. With the right incentives and policies in place, Pakistan is not about to run out
of gas, however the reserves are not enough and it is important to explore for more, Spencer added.
Spencer said the Iran-Pakistan pipeline issue is more political than technical. But it is clear that gas -
whether imported or domestically produced - has an important role to play in Pakistan's energy
future. If Iran-Pakistan line comes into being it will considerably increase supply.

He further said that at the moment the price of LNG being brought in is not known, but it seems to be
higher than domestic gas. It would probably result in a lot more gas being produced, which may
reduce the shortage. "If the government is willing to pay the reported $10/mmBTU for LNG, why is it
not willing to pay the same for domestic gas"? It is after all the same thing. Or do you think that the
LNG price includes some sort of political premium? Spencer said Pakistan is thought to have very
considerable gas resources. The difficult bit is converting the resource into gas coming out of the
ground: technology, investment and the right incentive policies are all needed. He hoped that
electricity would be available in Pakistan, but it would rely to a large extent on gas to generate it. If
one converts gas plant to coal, there would be serious environment impacts, and right now, the coal
would have to be imported. Work is going ahead on Thar coal, but at the moment - there is no coal
being dug out of the ground.

The World Bank does not invest in upstream oil and gas fields, but helped government with the
implementation of its policies - most recently its 2012 policy. It is important to remember that the
international oil companies have a choice of where they invest and they will go to where they can
make the best returns. So improving the incentives is important, he added. Spencer further said the
Bank is quite heavily involved in advising the government on its policy and regulations. Through
International Finance Corporation, the Bank does work with private companies, and also helping the
government think about private participation in generation and distribution of electricity as well as
encouraging private sector in exploration and production of gas.

There is an element of government policy adding to costs: Pakistan ranks low in the doing business
indicators, is thought to be unsafe (which means investors must pay for extra security) add up to the
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investment committees of oil producers and explorers demanding a higher rate of return on their
investments. Spencer said CNG price is set below petrol prices to encourage its use. The original
idea was good - use domestic gas and save importing petrol - but this no longer works if gas is in
short supply. It means that CNG is effectively being subsidised by government, and then you also
have to think about who benefits from the subsidies - in this case it is car owners (who tend to be
quite well off) and people who live in urban areas near the gas network (who tend to be better off
than people who live in rural areas).

LAHORE: Former KP CM and former WAPDA engineer Shamsul Mulk has said Kalabagh Banao
Tehrik is a jihad. Addressing a seminar on Kalabagh Dam held by PML-Q in a hotel in Gujranwala on
Thursday, Shamsul Mulk said: “We all have to unite again today to save Pakistan. It seems pro-India
elements are not in favour of the construction of this dam and truth has been defeated while brighter
future of Pakistan is linked with the construction of Kalabagh Dam”. He said with the construction of
Kalabagh Dam people would get electricity at Rs 2 per unit which is Rs 18 per unit today. This project
still could be completed in six years. Those opposing this dam were busy in hatching conspiracies to
turn Pakistan into Thar, he added. He said: “People should stop complaining to the rulers of Pakistan
as to why they were opposing Kalabagh Dam, they were only following the orders of their foreign
bosses, such people were not friends but enemies of Pakistan, if all provinces kept facts in view then
none will oppose Kalabagh Dam, to allay apprehensions and fears of the provinces we have got
solution of every problem as such they should not mislead the people for political point scoring”.

Mulk added power being generated through gas, oil and coal was very costly but electricity produced
through water will be free of cost, if Kalabagh Dam and Bhasha Dam had been completed then 9500
megawatts of power would have been added to the system price of which would have been cheaper
even than electricity produced in China whereas electricity worth 100 million dollars would have also
been exported. He said there was no dearth of natural resources in the country, people were
unemployed and forced to commit suicide due to inefficiency of the rulers. PML-Q adviser and
convener of Kalabagh Dam Banao Tehrik Rizwan Mumtaz Ali said after Punjab awareness campaign
about Kalabagh Dam will also be launched in Balochistan, 95 per cent people of the Punjab have
highlighted its importance by voting in favour of Kalabagh Dam, it was the mission of PML-Q leaders
Ch Shujaat Hussain, Ch Pervaiz Elahi and Moonis Elahi that the awareness campaign about
construction of Kalabagh Dam should be spread throughout the country. He said according to the
World Bank report Kalabagh Dam should have been constructed by 1992 but the World Bank had
deviated from its stance because of India.

Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif chaired the 14th meeting of the Cabinet Committee on
Energy in Islamabad on Friday. The meeting was given a detailed presentation on load management
and recoveries by Secretary Water and Power. The meeting was informed that this year average
load-shedding in urban areas has been at six hours and eight hours in rural areas with the exception
of those areas where recoveries are too less. On industrial feeders average load-shedding this year
has been four hours. The Prime Minister directed that tangible steps should be taken to control power
theft while speeding up recoveries. The Prime Minister directed the concerned ministries to look into
the possibility of increased supply of gas to Guddu Power Plants that would add more than 700 MW
of electricity by October this year.

The meeting was also informed about installation of subsidized tube-wells in Balochistan. Secretary
Water and Power also briefed the meeting on access to solar power in rural Balochistan. Minister for
Petroleum Shahid Khagan Abbasi briefed the meeting on the progress on LNG based power plants.
The Prime Minister gave approval of converting power plants running on diesel and furnace oil to
LNG. Chairman WAPDA updated the meeting on matters related to Diamer-Bhasha hydel power
generation project. The Prime Minister directed that acquisition of land for Diamer-Bhasha dam
should be done by the end of July this year to start this project of immense national importance. The
Prime Minister asked Chairman WAPDA to present complete project proposal with timelines in the
next meeting of Cabinet Committee on Energy. The Prime Minister ordered for forming a
parliamentary committee to hold an inquiry into suspected irregularities committed in purchase of
land for Diamer-Bhasha project.

Liquid Propane Gas (LPG) marketing companies have raised the tariff of LPG prices by Rs 5 per kg
on Friday. New prices will be implemented from Friday on wards. New tariff increases price of
domestic cylinder from Rs 30 to Rs 40, whereas the increase in commercial cylinder is up to Rs 160.
According to the press release by “LPG Distribution Association, Pakistan”, the demand of LPG was
very low in last two months due to the low prices of petrol, hence, there was import of LPG. Irfan
Khokhar, Chairman All Pakistan LPG distribution Companies, requested the government to stock
LPG for month of Ramzan to ensure continuous supply of LPG to poor consumers. He added that the
Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) should notify the reasonable price and strongly check and
balance the marketing companies’ prices.

KARACHI - Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) on Friday protested outside Power House
Chowrangi against water shortage in the largest metropolitan. A large number of MQM'’s lawmakers,
members, workers and citizens participated in the demonstration. MQM leaders said that the water
crisis occurred due to ‘unjust’ distribution of water by the government. They demanded formation of
new projects for water supply and to rid the citizens of ‘hydrant mafia’.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is likely to attend an international conference on water-
related issues in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, which will be held from June 9 to 11. Tajikistan Ambassador
Sherali S Jononov briefed the media about the high-level gathering dubbed the international
conference on the implementation of “Water for Life 2005-2015”. While discussing Pakistan-Tajikistan
relations, the ambassador briefed about Casa-1000, a major power import project the two countries
are working on — expected to be completed in 2018.

“We will be supplying clean and cheaper energy to Pakistan through this project,” he said. He said
that the tendering process would be completed in the next five months and the project would connect
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the region. “The Casa-1000 power import project was a dream five years ago but it has become a
reality now.” He also appreciated the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and said it would provide the
cheapest route for transportation of goods to Central Asian states. “We are pleased that the
government is developing new roads which would also create jobs and change the region for the
better,” he added. “We will also sign a transit trade agreement soon with Pakistan and Afghanistan to
enhance trade with the two countries,” he said, adding trade between Pakistan and Tajikistan stood
at $100 million last year and the trade balance was in favour of Pakistan.

He said both countries had pledged to enhance trade volumes to half a billion dollars in the next five
years. He said Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had been invited to participate in the conference and
hoped he would attend it to achieve sustainable development of water resources. He called upon
member countries, United Nations (UN) system institutions, including the UN-Water and other
organisations to comprehensively evaluate the progress achieved in the implementation of the
international decade ‘Water for life 2005-2015’and continue taking steps for achieving internationally
agreed water-related goals. The main goal of the decade was to promote efforts to fulfill international
commitments made on water and water-related issues by the year 2015. These commitments also
included the development goals contained in the United Nations Millennium Declaration, particularly
to halve the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation.

The primary goal of the conference is a comprehensive discussion which will later play a crucial role
in conducting comprehensive review of the implementation of the International Decade with bringing
its results to the attention of the wider international community. He said that UN General Secretary
Ban Ki-Moon would also take part and deliver his speech. Sherali said that during the conference,
progress on the objectives achieved would also be discussed and measures would be suggested to
implement the objectives which had not been achieved. He further said that as many as 17 Pakistani
companies had expressed keen interest to attend the conference which was taking place for better
water management. “It will be message by the world community to manage water, otherwise, it will be
too late,” he said adding that all resolutions had been adopted with the support of Pakistan. “Pakistan
has been supporting us on water issues in the UN,” he said.

QUETTA: A Quetta anti-polio campaign was suspended in 18 union councils on Thursday due to
authorities' failure to provide timely security to polio teams in the city.A source in the Balochistan
Health Department (BHD) told DawnNews that the anti-polio drive would be re-launched on Friday
after appropriate security was provided by the administration.Sources said, "There are polio samples
in the environment of Quetta ... We fear [there may be] polio cases in Quetta."Polio teams have been
attacked in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan in the past.In November 2014, gunmen attacked an
anti-polio team in Quetta's Eastern Bypass area and killed four polio workers, including three women
volunteers.The Balochistan Health Department - with the support of Unicef and other organisations -
aims to provide polio drops to more than 400,000 children below the age of five years in Quetta
during the ongoing campaign.The campaign, during its first phase, was launched in 18 union councils
on Wednesday morning."The second phase will be launched on May 25 in different parts of Quetta,"
said campaign Emergency Center Coordinator Dr Saifur Rehman in a statement.During 2015, three
polio cases have been reported from Balochistan's Killa Abdullah, Loralai and Quetta
areas.Currently, a polio campaign is underway in Zhob, Sherani, Lasbella and four other districts of
Balochistan.The Balochistan government has decided to provide anti-polio drops to 1.2 million
children in the said districts.

KARACHI: Medical experts on Thursday expressed their concern over the increasing manifestation
of some rare but treatable diseases in Pakistan.Such diseases as lysosomal storage disorders
(LSDs), they said, were creeping into the country’s already chequered health map and playing havoc
with the people.Regardless of the lack of disease registry in Pakistan, more than 100 patients are
estimated to be affected every year by treatable LSDs, said Dr Tahir Shamsi, medical director of the
National Institute of Blood Diseases, at a press conference at the institute.He said in the last eight
months more than 50 children had been diagnosed with the treatable LSDs.Giving an overview of
rare diseases, Dr Shamsi said a disease was considered rare if it affected a small percentage of
population. The precise definition varied in different countries — one in 1,500 in the United States,
one in 2,000 in Europe and 1:2,500 in Japan. Based on the least of those calculations, there were
large numbers of suspected cases of LSDs in Pakistan, he added.

LARKANA: Gastroenteritis cases have increased in Larkana district due to hot weather as the
mercury has so far touched 49 degrees here coupled with worst electricity load shedding duration in
the district. Even the hospitals are facing worst power failures while healthcares are exempted of load
shedding world over.Duty doctors at Chandka Medical College Hospital said that 25 to 30 cases are
received in the morning shift only which belong to many adjoining areas and most of them are given
treatment & discharged but few of them are admitted in concerned wards for further treatment &
management. Doctors said that hot weather has increased the gastro cases. Evening & night shift
doctors said that the number of such cases stands reduced in their shifts but cases do arrive in the
evening shift. These cases include men, women and children.Recently, Health Secretary, Dr. Saeed
Mangnejo, in a letter addressed to all District Health Officers (DHOs) & Medical Superintendents of
the province directed them to take preventive measures and ensure the arrangements for treatment
of seasonal and sporadic community outbreak of gastroenteritis. - PPI

KARACHI — Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Karachi Division General Secretary Syed Najmi Alam,
Deputy General Secretray Abid Satti and Deputy Information Secretary Syed Manzoor Abbas while
severely criticizing the Karachi Electric’'s ongoing ‘Operation Burq’ against defaulters said it seemed
as if the Karachi Electric had established its own state within the state of Pakistan. The Karachi
Electric rather it should apologise the esteemed consumers of electricity for overcharging in form of
highly inflated electricity bills, pressing public serving utilities such as Karachi Water and Sewerage
Board and still causing 16 hour long blackouts in whole of the city, the Karachi Electric had always
been holding the people of Karachi at fault and as defaulters. In a statement issued from the PPP
Media Cell Sindh Wednesday, the PPP Karachi Division leaders said the Karachi Electric by
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eliminating the entire cottage industry from the periphery of the city caused the poverty and
joblessness o soar to sky. Further, the Karachi Electric had a big share in ongoing acute water crisis
in the city as it had purposely shed the load on water pumping stations, which deprived the people of
Karachi of water.

They said the Karachi Electric had deliberately backed from its commitments it had made to the
people of Karachi for revolutionizing the electricity generation and distribution system through huge
investment and sadly all those tall claims proved to the sand mounds and air castles. They said it
was hilarious to note that Karachi Electric was running a campaign for eradication of electricity theft
but on the other hand, it was directly behind use of electricity through Kunda system in Karachi’s
hundreds of slums. The Karachi Electric not only backed from investing in power generation and
distribution system but also sold replaced copper electric lines with aluminium lines, which caused
the company to earn millions in addition. They said the street lights on city’s streets had been dead
for longer time while the highly depreciated electric poles were a direct threat to people’s lives
because the company ignored necessary repair and maintenance on poles.

KARACHI: A consultative session on the future of local government in Karachi was informed on
Wednesday that the federal government was funding Rs162 billion Orange Line Metro Train project
in Lahore, but it was not providing funds to implement Rs27 billion K-IV water supply project in
Karachi. The session was organised by Shehri-Citizens for Better Environment, which invited
representatives of the Pakistan Peoples Party, Muttahida Qaumi Movement and a former union
nazim belonging to the Jamaat-i-Islami so that they could share their party’s stance on the future of
the local government in Karachi. However, PPP’s Najme Alam, MQM’s Khalid Ahmed and JI's Zahid
Saeed (who later claimed that he is no longer associated with the religio-political party) failed to
impress the audience with regard to the topic, forcing Shehri’'s Amber Alibhai, the session’s
moderator, to comment that from “their conversation we feel that they don’t have plans”.

The prevailing water crisis in the metropolis, however, dominated the proceedings, as almost every
speaker talked about the city’s water problem and presented its solution. Comparing the cost of two
different projects in Lahore and Karachi, the MQM lawmaker informed the audience that the federal
government was providing funds for the Rs162bn transport project in Punjab’s capital. But it did not
give Rs27 billion to Karachi for the K-IV water supply project, he added. Najme Alam of the PPP
agreed that the water crisis had become a major problem for the people of Karachi. He claimed that
he himself had to buy water through private tankers for domestic use. The Sindh government would
very soon initiate the K-V project though it was not a long-term solution, he said. “Desalination is the
only viable and long-term solution to Karachi’'s water problems,” he added. He said that besides the
K-IV project, the Sindh government was working on a plan to provide 65 million gallons of water a
day to Karachi from the River Indus. The project would take two or three years to complete, he said.
About the overstaffed Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, he said thousands of people recruited as
kundimen no longer performed. Mr Alam, a former union nazim from Clifton, said the provincial
government would remove all encroachment from the city. Speaking on the occasion, Zahid Saeed,
who remained nazim of a Jamshed Town union council for eight years, said that the overstaffing in
the KWSB and power loadshedding at pumping stations was the main cause of the water crisis. He
said the KWSB was not paying electricity bill of the K-Electric which in return carried out
loadshedding at the pumping stations.

He said there was no water shortage at the tail-end, as around 25mgd to 30mgd water had been
released into the sea just because the pumping stations lacked capacity to release water into the
decades-old conduits. He said that around 25 per cent of the water supplied was being seeped
through soil due to rusty pipelines. He agreed that the K-IV was a very important project but said it
would be needed after a few years. As the criticism regarding recruitment was somehow directed at
the MQM, Mr Ahmed responded that his party was the opinion that whoever not working in the utility
should be fired immediately. He said that the share of Karachi in the overall collection of taxes of the
Sindh government was 92 per cent, yet it was being deprived of funds. Urban planner Farhan Anwar,
who gave a presentation on the framework for viable local governance in Karachi, observed that
Punjab was 25 years ahead of Sindh as there was a sense of belonging and ownership.

LAHORE: Once a glimmer of hope for the business community of energy-starved Punjab, liquefied
natural gas (LNG) now seems a distant dream. After the government decided to import LNG to
address energy shortages, businessmen in Punjab expected to get some relief. But with a high tariff
— the price at which the imported gas will be available — industrialists believe it will not be viable for
them and will worsen the situation. The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources has so far been
unable to determine the tariff for LNG imports from Qatar. Apart from this, a bill passed by the
National Assembly for the imposition of Gas Infrastructure Development Cess (GIDC) has added to
the worries of the business community.

“The industry of Punjab is ready to buy the imported gas, but authorities should reduce the tariff to a
level we can afford,” said Shahzad Ali Khan, a Punjab-based industrialist while talking to The Express
Tribune. Currently, the tariff for local gas stands at $4.80 per million British thermal units (mmbtu),
which after the imposition of GIDC will rise to $6.27. Similarly, captive power plants are receiving gas
at $5.73 per mmbtu, which after GIDC will go up to $7.60. Since no tariff for the imported LNG has
been announced yet, the industrialists, however, are assuming that the price of LNG-mixed gas will
be fixed around $13 per mmbtu including all costs and GIDC. Sindh and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
industries are not facing any gas cuts under the 18th Constitutional Amendment, so Punjab might be
the major buyer of imported gas after the prioritised sectors including the independent power
producers, fertiliser plants and compressed natural gas (CNG) stations.

However, the almost double tariff for Punjab’s industries and captive power plants will make it nearly
impossible for the industrialists to purchase the gas. “The expected high tariff for LNG along with
GIDC will prove to be the last nail in the coffin of Punjab industrial units as it will further make it
difficult for the province to compete with other provinces,” said All Pakistan Textile Mills Association
Secretary Anisul Haq while speaking to The Express Tribune. A weighted average price could be
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viable for them to consume the imported gas in order to keep their units alive but it will depend on
how the price is determined by the authorities. Some industrialists suggest that anything between $8
and $9 per mmbtu could be borne by Punjab industries at least to meet the orders of European
markets and increase Pakistan’s export share in that part of the world. “Such a price would be
acceptable, at least we will be able to operate our units round the clock in order to benefit from the
Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) Plus status for which the country has worked really hard,”
Khan added.

ISLAMABAD (Staff Report) — The prices of petroleum products are expected to be increased by up
to Rs 6 per litre from the start of next month (June), according to reliable sources. Petrol price will be
raised by Re 5.80 per litre whereas a Rs 6.0 per litre hike is also likely to be introduced to Diesel
price. The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) has prepared a summary in this regard,
however, the final approval will given by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif after consultancy with Finance
Ministry.

ISLAMABAD - Federal Directorate of Education has on Thursday announced the summer vacations
in the educational institutes. The federal colleges and schools will remain closed from June 12 to
august 10, reported Dunya News. Educational institutes will remain closed for about 2 months and
official notification has also been issued by the Federal Directorate of Education in this regard.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government and All Pakistan CNG Association provincial
chapter on Wednesday rejected the approval of the Gas Infrastructure Development Cess Bill by the
National Assembly and feared if the proposed law was enforced, it would adversely affect the
economy of the smaller province.Also, representatives of the All Pakistan Textile Mills Association,
APCNGA and local industrial estates staged a demonstration outside the Peshawar Press Club
against the bill’'s approval and condemned PML-N and PPP for joining hands for the purpose.ln a
statement issued here, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Pervez Khattak said the levy of GIDC on
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and other smaller provinces was discriminatory, anti-business and
unjustified.He said GIDC was being imposed for the benefit of Punjab only as other provinces were
self-sufficient in gas production.“Why gas consumers of other provinces should pay for the
infrastructure to be built for Punjab province only,” he said.

PESHAWAR: The All Pakistan CNG Association (APCNGA) on Wednesday said Gas Infrastructure
Development Cess (GIDC) Bill 2014 adopted by the National Assembly is discriminatory which will
ruin troubled CNG sector.The prejudiced GIDC Act stresses on recovery of GIDC of the past years
from CNG sector only while relieving other gas consuming sectors which will trigger downfall of the
shambling CNG sector, said Ghiyas Abdullah Paracha, leader of the APCNGA. In a statement issued
here on Wednesday, he said that how come CNG operators pay the GIDC when they have not
received it from the consumers, adding that how government can recover GIDC from CNG stations
that are kept closed from seven months.He expressed disappointment over the attitude of lawmakers
who didn’t raise voice over discrimination in the GIDC bill which is biased. Ghiyas Paracha said that
APCNGA will only support the new law if the issues of CNG operators are resolved, CNG stations is
Punjab are reopened immediately, and prices are rationalised keeping in view all the ground realities
including inputs and operational costs.He said that uniform cess should be imposed on all the sectors
and none should be subjected to unfair treatment like recovery of cess of the previous years. The
leader of the CNG sector said that Ogra has not reviewed CNG prices since last three years and
hasn’t set any benchmark while gas companies and other departments continue to get hundreds of
thousands from CNG owners as fixed charges every month despite closure of businesses. These
recoveries has not benefitted government but burdened the CNG owners most of whom are on the
brink. Ghiyas Paracha said that CNG stations were allowed operations for 180 days only during the
last three years therefore the sector paying more taxes as compared to any other sector cannot bear
more burden. - PPI

ASHGABAT: Pakistan and Turkmenistan on Wednesday resolved to make earnest efforts for early
implementation of a trans-regional TAPI gas pipeline project, terming it a game changer and a win-
win situation for all stakeholders.“We stressed the need for fast-tracking progress on trans-regional
energy projects, including TAPI to advance the goal of greater regional integration,” Prime Minister
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif said while addressing a joint press stakeout along with President of
Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov here.The two leaders, who earlier held one-on-one and
delegation level talks told the media that during the wide-ranging consultations on a whole range of
bilateral relations, they discussed measures to counter the challenges that they face and to exploit
the opportunities available to them.

Prime Minister Sharif said Pakistan and Turkmenistan enjoy excellent bilateral relations in all fields,
which were based on mutual respect, common faith and shared interests.“Our relations are marked
by cordiality and commonality of views on major regional and international issues,” he added.The
Prime Minister said the two brotherly countries have commonalities of views on a broad range of
issues, including peace and stability, counter-terrorism, menace of drugs, trade and economic
cooperation, investments, and regional cooperation.He said Pakistan wishes to further enhance
relations with Turkmenistan in all areas of cooperation, adding, “we agreed on the need for regular
high-level political exchanges between Pakistan and Turkmenistan.”The Prime Minister said the two
sides also agreed to promote bilateral trade, tourism and people-to-people contacts.“It is in the
interest of our two countries to make full use of endowed reservoir of human and material resources,
including through improving infrastructure, building road and rail links, and enhancing energy
collaboration,” he added.He expressed confidence that the signing of Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) would help further strengthen Pakistan’s relations with Turkmenistan.

The Prime Minister said he and President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov had convergent views on
the importance of cooperation between Pakistan and Turkmenistan at the multilateral forums,
especially the UN, G-77, NAM, OIC and ECO.He said the two sides also exchanged views on reform
of the UN Security Council, which should be equitable and reflect aspirations of the entire UN
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membership, adding, “It should particularly take into account the interests of the smaller states.”The
Prime Minister said he has extended felicitations on the 20th Anniversary of Turkmenistan’s
Declaration of Neutrality and reaffirmed Pakistan’s unflinching support to Turkmenistan for the
visionary initiative of declaring Permanent Neutrality.“l informed the President that Pakistan’s top
priority is growth and development to ensure prosperity to our people. To this end, we want peaceful
relations with all our neighbours,” he added.He said Pakistan will continue to provide modest
assistance to Turkmenistan for human resource development, particularly in the fields of diplomacy,
banking etc.The Prime Minister said he was extremely happy to visit Turkmenistan, adding, the
nation’s rich culture, scale of its development and progress and its exalted position in the comity of
nations, were indeed most commendable.Nawaz Sharif said he has brought with him cordial
greetings of the people of Pakistan for their Turkmen brethren.The Prime Minister thanked President
Gurbanguly, his government and the brotherly people of Turkmenistan, for the very warm welcome
and generous hospitality extended to him and his delegation. - APP

FAISLABAD - Electricity load shedding has continued to persist in the metropolis as the residents
have forced to face 12 hours outage in urban areas whereas 15 hours power out has been witnessed
in rural areas, Dunya News reported on Wednesday. According to details, Faisalabad Electricity
Supply Company (FESCO) officials, the continuous outage has been worsened due to escalated
power shortfall. Moreover, industrial sector is also facing power outage of 8 hours.

PESHAWAR: Peshawar Electric Supply Company (PESCO) staffers have once again been at the
receiving end of mob violence, this time apparently at the hands of a Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
office-bearer. This comes only a few weeks after Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf workers stormed grid
stations and switched on feeders by force. PML-N provincial information secretary Nasir Musazai and
his armed squad allegedly approached PESCO staffers busy installing a transformer on Phandu
Road on Monday and detained them for five hours.

Following which, Musazai, who also happens to be a member of the company’s board of directors,
was booked by the provincial government for hooliganism. In a press conference the same day,
Minister for Labour Shah Farman presented a copy of the FIR in front of the media at the press club.
Talking to The Express Tribune on Tuesday, a PESCO official said Musazai ordered the P staff
tESCOo stop working on the transformer on Phandu Road and repair the one installed in his area.
“He took them into custody when they refused to comply,” he said, adding staffers follow directives
from senior officials after paperwork is completed for complaints. Pakistan WAPDA Hydro Electric
Workers Union General Secretary Mustajab Mazduryar lambasted the PML-N leader for the act on
Tuesday. “When the staffers approached the local police station to register an FIR, the police refused
to cooperate,” he said.

The flip side

Musazai refuted the claims and termed the allegations baseless. Giving his version of the incident,
the PML-N leader said he rescued the PESCO workers from the mob. “For the past 20 days a
transformer is in a state of disrepair in Pandu Payan and they are dodging complaints,” he said.
“Locals had encircled the workers while | helped them avoid the stampede; | did not detain them for a
second,” he said. Monday night was a night of ‘mob justice’ for PESCO officials. During a drive
against illegal connections in Tajabad sub-division, PESCO staff and police arrested Adil and
Murtaza, residents of Pawaka village, for stealing electricity. Soon a large number of people gathered
around them and freed the two detainees by force. On Tuesday a statement issued by company
spokesperson Shaukat Afzal said the accused were fined Rs. 20,000 and put behind bars. Similarly
in Hangu sub-division, a PESCO team was removing an illegal connection of a tube well when
Shaheen, a resident of Toogh Saraja, attacked them. He was later arrested and an FIR registered
against him. Talking to The Express Tribune, Afzal said the drives will continue despite the opposition
they face. He said the company is cracking down against electricity theft for the greater good of the
country — to put an end to the inconvenience caused by outages to those who pay regularly.

ISLAMABAD: Powerful lobbies in a gas transmission and distribution company are derailing
government’s efforts to import liquefied natural gas (LNG) from Qatar as they have spread
uncertainty and made LNG consumption unfeasible for the consumers. Pakistan and Qatar have so
far been unable to sign a gas sale and purchase agreement as buyers in Pakistan have not provided
firm payment guarantees. Doha is seeking immediate release of money for LNG supply. Among
potential LNG buyers, the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources is pressing power producing
companies to receive LNG for consumption in their plants, though they have refused to issue firm
payment guarantees. However, compressed natural gas (CNG) filing stations are the only
consumers that have no alternative fuel and have been waiting for a long time for LNG supply
following approval of a policy by the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC), which has cut general
sales tax from 17% to 5% and waive gas infrastructure development cess (GIDC).

It also agreed that a special purpose vehicle will supply LNG and approved incentives to keep LNG
30% cheaper for CNG stations compared to petrol. However, Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited
(SNGPL), a state-owned gas distribution company, barred Universal Gas Distribution Company,
which was established by CNG station owners, from entering into any arrangement with Pakistan
State Oil (PSO) for LNG supply. “Universal Gas Distribution Company cannot enter into any third-
party arrangements with PSO for supply of re-gasified LNG, nor can it hold the title of RLNG, since it
will be against the Ogra statue. Any viable option left is to transfer the title of RLNG to SNGPL which
will deliver it to CNG stations at the price notified by Ogra,” said SNGPL in a letter sent to the
petroleum ministry on May 11.

The CNG station owners had declared that they would give up demand for natural gas produced
locally if imported LNG was provided to them. Petroleum Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi had also
stated at a press conference that CNG stations were not barred from importing LNG through PSO.
The CNG station owners have signed agreements for LNG purchase with top companies at less than
$7 per million British thermal units (mmbtu) against $8 per mmbtu paid by PSO for spot purchases.
“We made arrangements after the policy approved by the government, but are now facing an
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uncertain future,” a source in the CNG industry said. According to him, all efforts are being made to
regulate the LNG business through a weighted average price due to lobbying by groups in order to
put the burden of LNG on all those consumers who will not be using it.

Yo BT oL\ Yo N I ' SR (oIl  LAHORE— Punjab province is set to launch an innovation for water-short Pakistan: Solar-powered
deliver clean water in

ATMs that dispense clean water when a smart card is scanned. The two-foot-square prototype
. machine looks and functions like an ATM, but dispenses water instead of cash. Users are issued a
Pak'St_an card they can use to claim a daily share of water. The project, a collaboration between the Punjab
CS Monitor, May 20,2015 Saaf Pani (Clean Water) Company and the Innovations for Poverty Alleviation Lab (IPAL), a research
center in Lahore, aims to install a water ATM on each of a series of water filtration plants being
established in rural and urban fringe areas of Punjab province. The machine is designed to help the
government cut water waste and ensure people have access to clean water, said Jawad Abbasi, a
program manager at IPAL. "The innovative machines will help the government maintain a record of
the exact quantity of clean drinking water being dispensed in a day in a specific locality, besides
ensuring its quality," he said.

The quality and quantity of water being dispensed will be tracked in real time online, through a central
server, he said. The devices play an audio message upon authentication of a scanned card, after
which they dispense water for the user. Green and red buttons enable the user to start and stop the
flow of water. A flow control meter manages how much water is dispensed, and sensors measure the
amount of water still available. In its first phase, the project will cover three districts of Punjab,
including Bahawalpur, Rajanpur and Faisalabad, all areas with particularly serious water
contamination issues, experts said. Each beneficiary family will be entitled to collect a maximum of 30
liters (8 gallons) of clean drinking water daily from the filtration plants with their unique identity card,
Abbasi said. "We are planning to install the machines at 20 filtration plants in the first phase that will
benefit some 17,500 families," he said. He said that his organization was seeking $23,500 in aid from
the UK Department of International Development to put the prototype into production and install more
of the dispensing machines at existing water filtration plants in Punjab. Similar card-based water
dispensing systems are already in use in neighboring India.

According to Punjab Saaf Pani Company, only 13 percent people in rural areas have access to tap
water, compared with 43 percent of people in urban areas of Punjab. The province, with 98 million
people, is the country's most populous. The government of Punjab aims to provide clean drinking
water to over 35 million people by the middle of 2017, and some 20 billion rupees (almost $200
million) is being allocated for the effort in the upcoming budget, said Muhammad Farasat Igbal, chief
executive officer of Punjab Saaf Pani Company. "It's one of the top priorities of the provincial
government, to ensure provision of clean drinking water in each locality, as access to clean water is a
fundamental human right," he said. Igbal said the clean water would be provided free of cost but
beneficiary communities would pool money each month to pay for maintenance of the ATMs and
filtration plants. According to Pakistan's national drinking water policy, 35 percent of Pakistan's
population doesn't have access to safe drinking water. The policy estimates that diseases related to
water, sanitation, and hygiene issues cost Pakistan's economy about 112 billion rupees ($1.1 billion)
each year in health costs and lost earnings. Nazir Ahmed Wattoo, an environmental expert with the
Punjab Anjuman Samaji Behbood (Organization for Social Welfare) said few water conservation
systems are in place in Pakistan, resulting in waste both in daily use and in agriculture. By regulating
and measuring the water used daily in a specific area, he said, the government can better manage
the scarce resource. The real test, he said, will be whether the water dispensing centers are
maintained and effectively monitored. He said the centers also need to be supported by a concerted
national effort to build new water reservoirs. Pakistan's water storage capacity is currently just 30
days, a quarter of what neighboring India says is needed.

Pakistan seeks power Pakistan's Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) seeks bids to supply compressors for

: _ controlling a power swing phenomenon of turbines at the 3,480-MW Tarbela Dam hydroelectric
swing control for 3,450 project on the Indus River. Bids are due June 18. WAPDA also seeks bids by June 24 to supply
MW Tarbela Dam’ transformers, circuit breakers and disconnect switches for the 1,410-MW Tarbela 4th Extension
electrical equipment for hydropower project. The authority issued a similar solicitation for power swing control equipment last
1,410-MW Tarbela 4 year. WAPDA now seeks bids to supply screw-type compressors along with an air receiver tank for
Hydro World, May 20,2015 controlling a power swing phenomenon, a variation in power flow, of hydropower turbines in the
Tarbela hydro plant. Tender documents may be obtained until June 17 from the address below for
1,000 rupees (US$10) submitted by pay order or bank draft to Chief Engineer (Power), WAPDA
Tarbela Dam, payable at M/s Habib Bank Ltd., G.L.K.I. Branch, Topi-1979, Account No.
19790006519303.

WAPDA seeks bids by June 24 to supply transformers, circuit breakers and disconnect switches for
the 1,410-MW Tarbela 4th Extension hydropower project. The Pakistani government committed in
February to spend US$51 million in an effort to expedite completion of Tarbela 4 by seven months.
The agency also has been recruiting firms for project preparation and design of the 1,300-MW
Tarbela Dam 5th Extension hydro project. WAPDA took bids in March for replacement circuit
breakers, disconnect switches, and current transformers at the main Tarbela project. Under the
Tarbela 4th Extension project, WAPDA now seeks design, manufacturing, supply, installation, testing
and commissioning of equipment at the Tarbela 500/220-kilovolt switchyard, including three 150-
MVa, 500/220-kV auto-transformers; 500-kV circuit breakers rating 4000A, 63-KA short-circuit; 500-
kV current transformers; 500-kV disconnect switches; 500-kV busbars; and 500-kV surge arresters.
Tender documents may be obtained from the address below for US$200 or the equivalent in rupees
(20,370 rupees).

PMDC announces ISLAMABAD: The Disciplinary Committee of Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PMDC) on
punishment to 23 Tuesday announced different punishments from suspension to warning to 23 doctors.According to

official statement released by PMDC, a meeting of the Disciplinary Committee was held to address
dOCt_ors on expert complaints of people and patients against negligence and misconduct of doctors. The committee
negligence issued suspension orders to eight doctors, censure to three doctors. The committee issued warnings
The Statesman, May 20,2015 to 10 doctors for their minor misconducts while 16 doctors were exonerated for not proven guilty.The
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suspended doctors were Dr. Sanaullah (41329-P) for one year, Dr. Sandeep Kumar (B-55512-S)
registration suspended till appearance before DC, Dr. Azmat Mehraj (15185-P) debar to practice for
five years, Dr. Masood-ur-Rehman (11104-P) registration suspended till appearance before DC, Dr.
Ghulam Qadir (19428-P) registration suspended till appearance before DC, Dr. Jawad-ur-Rehman
(34728-P) registration suspended till appearance before DC, Dr. M. Ejaz (Ali Shozab Surgical Clinic
and Maternity, Zacha Bacha Hospital, Adda Chak No. 478 Jeem, Be, Tehsil Shorkot Distt Jhang)
registration suspended till appearance before DC and Dr. Sikandar Khan (Address: Ali Shozab
Surgical Clinic and Maternity, Zacha Bacha Hospital, Adda Chak No. 478 Jeem Be, Tehsil Shorkot
Distt Jhang) registration suspended till appearance before DC.Censure issued to the doctors
included Dr. Sumera Irfan (15304-P), Dr. Johnson Shafiq Asi (25675-P) and Dr. M. Fayyaz Yazdani
(13119-P). Similarly, warning issued to the doctors included Dr. M. Aslam (13269-P), Dr. Javed Igbal
Bajwani (34070-P), Dr. Salamat Ullah (34384-P), Dr. Adnan Khan Laghari S/O Ghulam Mustafa Khan
Laghari, Mughal Eye Hospital (Trust), Lahore, Dr. Farrukh Arsalan (66096-P), Dr. Khurram Shahzad
(54490-P), Dr. Tarig Mahmood (17310-P), Dr. M. Farooq (41813-P) and Dr. Farah Farooq (40339-P).
- APP

KARACHI: Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center (JPMC) administration has postponed its scheduled
surgical operations due to suspension of water supply to institution since 24 hours, sources at the
healthcare told PPl on Tuesday.They said there was an acute shortage of water in JPMC since 24
hours owing to suspension of water supply to healthcare. They informed that shortfall had increased
the miseries of patients, doctors, nurses, paramedical staff and other staff. The cleanliness and other
routine operation works had also been badly affected.There was no water in operation theaters,
wards, College of Nursing, Paramedical Training Institution, Staff Colony and Doctors Colony since
last 24 hours. Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB) administration has sent water tankers to
overcome water shortage in healthcare but the tankers not enough. The hospital's sanitation system
is also badly affected due to water shortage. - PPI

KARACHI: Several health facilities in the city and in many districts of Sindh are facing an acute
shortage of staff and have been closed down because of the health department’s policy to cancel
detailments and deputations, it emerged on Tuesday.Officials in the provincial health department said
they had received reports of increasing difficulties because of the cancellation of deputations of
officials from other departments.

SUKKUR: Two children died after suffering from gastroenteritis near Khanpur Mahar in Ghotki district
on Tuesday.They were identified as nine-month-old Fazila, daughter of Muhammad Yousuf Malik,
and one-and-a-half-year-old Robina, daughter of Zulfigar Malik.There has been a surge in the
gastroenteritis cases being reported at various hospitals in Khanpur Mahar taluka of Ghotki district,
where at least 30 children, have been admitted for treatment during the heatwave prevailing in the
district for the past couple of weeks.The heatwave has already killed atleast five persons in Dadu and
Khairpur districts over the past two days and hundreds of children with gastroenteritis have been
admitted to various hospitals. The mercury hovers around 49 degrees Celisus.

QUETTA: After doctors and health workers have agreed to end their protest, a three-day anti-polio
campaign in all districts of Balochistan will be launched on Wednesday.Earlier the government had to
postpone the campaign because of the protest of doctors and health workers over non-payment of
dues and security concerns.The decision was taken after a successful meeting between
representatives of the protesting health workers and Secretary Health Noorul Haq
Baloch.Coordinator of the Emergency Operation Centre Balochistan Dr Syed Saifur Rehman said
that the government took serious notice of the postponement of polio campaign at the end of low
transmission season as a three-day Sub-National Immunisation was under way in Jaffarabad, Qila
Abdullah, Hub Tehsil of Lasbela district, Nasirabad, Pishin, Sherani and Zhob districts.

KARACHI: The first of the special campaign to administer Injectable Vaccine to prevent Polio (IPV) in
Sindh began on Monday, excluding Karachi.Provincial health department officials sharing details of
the campaign said it will be conducted in 13 different districts till May 25.During the week long
exercise 114,688 children aged between four months to 23 months will be covered, they said.Districts
to be covered under IPV include Hyderabad (48 union councils), Dadu (12 ucs), Benazirabad (nine
ucs), Sanghar (six ucs), Naushero Feroz (10 ucs), Sukkur (eight ucs), Ghotki (six ucs), Khairpur (11
ucs), Jacobabad (15 ucs), Kambar (12 ucs), Kashmore (15 ucs), Larkana (10 ucs) and Shikarpur (15
ucs).The officials said IPV campaign was also being complemented with oral polio vaccination (OPV)
in selected areas where 322,603 children aged between 0-59 months will be administered OPV.The
special OPV campaign is however being conducted in Karachi, which commenced on Monday
morning and is scheduled to be continued till May 20 in 15 of its town, including 74 union councils
where an estimated number of 1383109 under five children will be covered.The towns include Lyari,
Jamshed Town, Korangi, Shah Faisal, Gulshan e Igbal, Malir, Landhi, Gulberg, North Karachi,
Gadap, Bin Qasim, Orangi, Keamari, SITE and Saddar. - APP

PESHAWAR: A three days anti polio campaign under Sehat ka Insaf (Alliance for Health) kicked off
in the eleven districts of Khyber Pakthunkhwa here on Monday.Spokesman of Expanded Program for
Immunization KP told APP on Monday the campaign was started in Hangu, Karak, Lakki Marwat,
Bannu, DI Khan, Tank, Nowshera, Swabi, Mardan, Torghar and Charsadda today where workers are
visiting door to door to vaccinate children.During the campaign, 2176318 children under five years of
age would be vaccinated with the help of 5858 mobile, 580 fixed and 307 transit teams. In addition to
national volunteers, 1384 area incharges would also assist the staff of health department.The official
said effective advocacy campaign and vaccination with regular intervals helped reduced polio cases
in the country. - APP

ISLAMABAD: The Leader of Opposition in the National Assembly, Syed Khursheed Shah, said
opposition parties have failed to apprehend the government’s stance on the proposed routes of the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project during the all parties’ conference held on May
13.“Although, we don’t want to politicise the issue, we are still confused despite being briefed by the
government regarding the CPEC project on May 13,” Shah said during Monday’s proceeding of the
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Lower House.He said the PPP leadership is not only campaigning for Sindh’s inclusion in the
corridor’s route, but equal involvement of all four provinces.Shah also demanded the government to
call another all parties’ conference to clear confusions over the CPEC project.Later, Federal Minister
for Defence Khawaja Asif assured the National Assembly that the government will not change
proposed routes at any cost“No one needs to be concerned because the government has no plans to
change the route of the CPEC,” he added.The defence minister also said the government will
summon another conference to address all opposition concerns.Awami National Party and Baloch
nationalist parties have claimed that Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have been ignored in the
3,000-km-long Gwadar-Kashgar route of the trade corridor.

The economic corridor: The project is part of Beijing’s “Belt and Road” plan to expand its trade and
transport footprint across Central and South Asia. It will give China easier access to Middle Eastern
oil via the deepwater port of Gwadar.The project generated controversy with political leaders,
particularly of smaller provinces, who allege the project has been altered to benefit Punjab.The route,
apparently under its original plan, ran from Gwadar to Quetta, then up to Zhob before veering east
towards Dera Ismail Khan.The government was criticised for having changed this route to go straight
east from Gwadar towards Khuzdar, then slightly northeast to cross the River Indus near Ratodero
and connect with the road network in Sindh.However, Federal Minister for Planning and Development
Ahsan Igbal has repeatedly challenged the politicians, who accuse the government of altering the
route of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), to substantiate their allegations with
evidence.The minister assured that “not a single inch of the originally proposed route has been
changed” and that “such baseless allegations” were not in the nation’s interest.

Sharjeel promises 800 KARACHI: In an attempt to overcome water crisis in Karachi, Sindh Information Minister Sharjeel
free water tankers for Memon vowed on Sunday to send 800 water tankers to the affected areas of the city for free,
crisis-hit areas of Express News reported on Sunday.“At least 800 water tankers will be supplied to the city today,”
. Memon said while addressing a media conference in Karachi.“The public does not need to make any
Karachi payments,” the minister said, adding that these are not free for residents of posh areas.He claimed
The Statesman, May 18,2015 that around 549 water tankers were sent in the city on Saturday and a number of 1,000 water tankers
will be sent till Ramazan.“Around 22 pumps are functional and supplying water in different areas of
the city,” the minister said.Memon added that at least 18 water meters have been installed in Karachi
to track theft and 62 illegal connections have been disconnected. Earlier, Managing Director KWSB
Syed Hashim Raza Zaidi said on Saturday that on the directive of Sindh Minister for Information &
Local Bodies and Chairman Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB), free water tanker service is
going on in Orangi Town, North Karachi, Surjani Town, Metroville and Baldia Town; however, the
number of tankers has been increased to 1000 a day.He said this while talking to the residents of
those areas on an emergency visit to review supply of water through tankers.The residents thanked
KWSB and said that they were saved from buying water due to the free water tanker service.The MD
KWSB directed to lay water lines in the areas where no water supply system existed and water could
not be supplied through Hub Dam. Free tanker service would continue until alternative arrangements
were made.He directed water hydrants in-charges to double the number of water tankers in Orangi
and try to provide water at the nearest places of their houses. He said water should also be provided
through pumping stations.

Polio watchdog PESHAWAR: The Independent Monitoring Board (IMB), an international monitoring body for polio
commends Pakistan’s eradication, has greatly commended the successful efforts for polio eradication in the Federally

: : Administered Tribal Areas (FATA).The meeting of the Independent Monitoring Board was held in Abu
?f,zogasteig:,:nhsﬂg p1°3h2%15 Dhabi where all the four provinces of Pakistan as well as FATA were invited to respond and discuss

» May 19, the issues relating to polio eradication separately. During a detailed session exclusively on polio
eradication efforts in FATA, the Board discussed and analyzed the information and facts received
from various independent sources.The meeting lauded the fact that under the clear directions of the
Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Sardar Mahtab Ahmed Khan, accessibility has improved
considerably in the last six months and in overall it has been improved by 56%. Similarly in the critical
agencies of Khyber, South Waziristan and North Waziristan, this has been improved by 71%, 21%
and 50% respectively. The administration is now in a position to conduct door to door campaign in
South Waziristan, FR Bannu, Bara Khyber Agency and parts of North Waziristan.Reduction of polio
cases in FATA was another achievement as there has been a reduction of 86% in the reported cases
of polio in FATA as compared to the corresponding period of last year (four months, January-April). In
2014, there were 45 cases of polio from FATA while in the corresponding time of 2015 there are only
6 cases of polio from FATA. This shows that the reduction in polio cases in FATA is 86%. Right now
FATA has reported 15786 (only 2% of the total target) missed children and efforts are underway to
reach out to these as well.The total number of refusals in FATA is 818, which is only 0.104% of the
total target. These refusals are demand based and had nothing to do with the ideology or social
norms. The board acknowledged that all those threats issued were actually by militants and people
had simply disregarded these threats and decrees after the launch and success of the military
operations in various tribal areas.Meanwhile, Governor Sardar Mehtab Ahmed Khan has lauded the
achievements of the concerned officials particularly the front line polio workers for this achievement in
the eradication of polio in the FATA
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Province wise Education

Ranking
Province Enrolment  Survival Gender Parity
Score Score Score
AJK 78.75 732 94.94
Punjab 81.67 456 84.3
Gilgit- 65.67 70.4 79.21
Baltistan
Khyber 7417 56.4 80.14
Pakhtunkhwa
Sindh 68.33 36.4 66.19
FATA 63.83 1.6 67.9
Balochistan 62.5 15.6 79.33
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