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DETAILS

Federal Minister for Climate Change Mushahidullah Khan has issued a lengthy press statement,
painting a dreadful picture of the impending impact of the changing weather patterns. The overall
impact on socio-economic development gains made in recent years will escalate, he said,
leading to a rise in avoidable deaths in the coming years. He went on to describe in great detail
how people will suffer from environmental change-related diseases, leading to increased hospital
admissions and emergency room visits. Climate change, he said, had also caused the rise in
frost-free days and warmer air temperatures as being witnessed in colder areas of the country,
adding that these in turn could cause a greater production of plant-based allergens.

Delving further into the subject, Mushahidullah said that a steady and responsible action to cut
carbon pollution, check environmental degradation, control air and water pollution and ensure
proper waste management could help protect people's health and also the effect of climate
change. If anyone thought this was a prologue to a plan of action the minister was about to
announce, that was not to be. Instead, he said achieving any of this is not possible without
bringing positive changes in our living standards, which are a major cause for environmental
degradation and unsustainable use of depleting natural resources. In other words, it is up to the
people to do what is necessary. All the issues he mentioned and the solutions he suggested are
common knowledge. Nothing contained in his statement is new. Pakistan is already known to be
one of the top ten countries most vulnerable to the effects of global warming. Environmental
scientists have been warning for quite a while about the melting of the Himalayan glaciers,
leading to erratic weather condition, alternating periods of floods and droughts, and consequent
water scarcity which would have a devastating impact on this country's agrarian economy.

It is difficult to fathom why the minister issued the statement more in the way of a lecture than a
policy response to a grave impending threat. It is pertinent to recall here, however, that back in
2012 the national disaster management ministry was renamed by the previous government as
the climate change ministry. Reflecting the low priority it attaches to environmental issues, the
PML-N government later downgraded environment to the status of an auxiliary department. It
was reverted back to ministerial status in January; it seems, only to reward a party loyalist with a
ministerial position. The empty rhetorical statement he has issued suggests his is an idle office,
with insignificant resources at his command to undertake serious work. Apparently, the press
statement is meant merely to justify his position. It is about time the federal government to
allocate sufficient resources to the Ministry of Climate Change, so it could come up with a well
thought-out and goal-oriented response to the challenge.

LAHORE: Another three to four-day spell of rain-thundershowers with dust storms is likely to
lash upper parts of the country and north-eastern Punjab, including Lahore from Sunday May 17,
2015. These areas have already experienced rain and thunderstorm this week (from Sunday to
Thursday). The westerly wave that caused this was still persisting over Kashmir on Friday May
15, 2015. According to an advisory of the Pakistan Meteorological Department on Friday, a fresh
westerly weather system was likely to enter upper parts of the country on Sunday. It was
expected to prevail over upper and central parts of the country till middle of the next week.

Under the influence of this weather system, rain-thundershowers with dust storms were expected
at scattered places in Islamabad, FATA, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (Malakand, Hazara, Peshawar,
Kohat, Mardan, Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan divisions), upper Punjab (Rawalpindi, Sargodha,
Faisalabad, Gujranwala and Lahore divisions), Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir from Sunday
(evening-night) to Wednesday while at isolated places in Quetta, Zhob, Dera Ghazi Khan, Multan
and Sahiwal divisions on Tuesday/Wednesday. The department advised farmers of Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and FATA to adopt necessary precautionary measures during the period.
Meanwhile, weather remained mild in the plains of Punjab on Friday due to the four-day spell of
rain, recording maximum temperature nearly 35 degrees C as against 45 last week. The
maximum temperature in Lahore was 35.5 degrees C The Met office forecast mainly hot and dry
weather in the city with chances of dust raising winds in the next 24 hours. Mainly hot and dry
weather is expected in most parts of the country. However, dust raising winds are likely at
scattered places of Sindh, Balochistan and plain areas of Punjab.

LAHORE: Adviser to Chief Minister on Health Kh Salman Rafig has directed all government
departments to continue vigorous surveillance in the wake of significant rains forecast during
monsoon. He was chairing a meeting of cabinet committee on dengue at Civil Secretariat on
Friday. Elected representatives, Additional Chief Secretary Syed Mubashar Raza, DG Health Dr
Zahid Pervaiz, DCO Lahore Capt Retd Muhammad Usman, Additional Director General Dengue
Control Dr Islam Zafar, Dean IPH Prof Muaz Ahmed, Epidemiologist Prof Farkhanda Kokab and
other officers concerned attended the meeting.

The Health EDO briefed the meeting about indoor and outdoor surveillance activities while Dr
Islam Zafar presented a review of dengue situation at provincial level. He informed that only one
confirmed dengue patient has so far been reported from Gujranwala. The officers of Information
and Culture Department, Augaf, Higher Education, School Education, Cooperatives,
Environment, Agriculture, Labour, Social Welfare, Local Government, Fisheries Department,
Police, PITB, WASA, Solid Waste Management, Pakistan Railways, Sui Northern Gas Company,
Institute of Public Health and other agencies informed the meeting about their performance
regarding dengue control activities. Syed Mubashar Raza directed the government departments
to show seriousness towards control of dengue and present actual picture of the steps taken by
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them. He also directed the department to send a permanent focal person in the cabinet
committee meeting. Separately, while talking to a delegation of a NGO “Shirkat Gah” at Civil
Secretariat on Friday, Kh Salman Rafiq said the health department would collaborate with NGOs
for the success of Integrated Reproductive, Mother, Neonatal and Child Health Programme.

Chairperson of the NGO Fareeda Shahid headed the delegation. DG Health Dr Zahid Pervaiz,
Deputy Secretary Health (Technical) Dr Muhammad Mohsin, Deputy Secretary Medical
Education Dr Nasir Shakir and other officers attended the meeting. Kh Salman Rafiq briefed the
delegation in detail about the steps taken for the development of health sector and welfare of
doctors’ community under CM’s Health Roadmap Programme. He briefed the delegation about
the steps taken for improvement of primary and secondary healthcare and appointment of
specialist doctors and their pay package.

Met Office predicted more rain-thundershowers with dust storms in upper parts of the country
from the coming weekend. Met Office informed that a westerly weather system is likely to enter
upper parts of the country on Sunday and expected to prevail in upper and central parts till mid of
the coming week. Under the influence of this weather system rain-thundershowers with dust
storms are predicted at scattered places in Islamabad, FATA, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (Malakand,
Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, Mardan, Bannu and D.I. Khan divisions), Upper Punjab (Rawalpindi,
Sargodha, Faisalabad, Gujranwala and Lahore divisions), Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir from
Sunday(evening/night) to Wednesday while at isolated places in Quetta, Zhob, D.G.Khan, Multan
and Sahiwal divisions on Tuesday/Wednesday.

The farmers of Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and FATA are advised to take necessary
precautionary measures during the period.

ISLAMABAD: Greater regional cooperation between SAARC member states, as well as trust,
were vital prerequisites for timely and effective disaster response and humanitarian relief in
South Asia. This was the conclusion at the end of Jinnah Institute roundtable titled ‘Natural
Disasters and SAARC Protocols: Lessons for Pakistan?’.

The roundtable, moderated by JI Vice President Aziz Ahmad Khan, was attended by government
officials as well as policy experts, and addressed key issues of climate change, disaster risk
reduction, and avenues for cooperation between SAARC member states. The recent earthquake
in Nepal which has claimed over 8,000 lives, provided a starting point for the discussion, as
participants evaluated the assistance offered by South Asian member states, including Pakistan
and India.

Roundtable participants considered disaster preparedness in South Asia, and Pakistan in
particular, while reviewing whether or not cooperation under the SAARC regime is realistic.
Several officials also took stock of Pakistan’s national policies on climate change and the
environment. Speaking on the occasion, Oxfam Country Director Arif Jabbar cited the example of
the ASEAN agreement on disaster management and response as a good model for managing
regional disasters. The ASEAN model falls within framework of a larger socio-economic charter,
and benefited from the overall level of trust between ASEAN member states. Such a model
would serve South Asia well, provided there was a degree of ownership, as well as respect for
the sovereignty of individual members.

NDMA Disaster Risk Reduction Director Wagaruddin Siddiqui spoke of Pakistani efforts to
provide relief assistance and medical aid to the Nepalese. He explained that in addition to
medicines, Pakistan had sent an army field hospital, doctors, paramedics, state of the art
equipment, 3,000 ready-to-eat meal packs, 1,725 tents and 15 community shelters to the people
of Nepal to help them in their hour of need. On the subject of bolstering cooperation within the
SAARC polity, Siddiqui was of the view that it was important that all countries ratify the
convention on disaster management. At the 18th SAARC summit in Kathmandu in 2014,
moreover, member states had agreed to host a SAARC environment and disaster centre, which
was a positive step. In his intervention, former ambassador Shafgat Kakakhel explained that
climate change only weakened the resilience of communities and countries to withstand shocks
and differentiated between natural and manmade disasters. He explained that there was no
compartmentalisation between the two because, quite often, calamities triggered by the effects of
climate change tended to exacerbate the impact of natural disasters. Going forward, it is
important for Pakistan to pursue greater policy coherence and strategy coordination between the
two areas of disaster management, even if NDMA remained the focal point for disaster relief.

Rashida Dohad, programme director at the Omar Asghar Khan Foundation, said it was important
to learn from the several humanitarian disasters that had struck Pakistan in the past 10 years.
Policymakers should try and focus on those directly impacted by calamities in policy frameworks
to address the situation on the ground.

Environment lawyer Ahmad Rafay Alam informed that Pakistan enjoys a robust policy framework
from a legal perspective. Disaster management is a provincial subject after the 18th Amendment
and under this arrangement, the federal government works in tandem with provincial disaster
relief agencies to coordinate implementation. On the issue of disaster relief financing, he stated
that it was important to move away from post-disaster financing — often from borrowing on high
interest rates — to pre-disaster budgeting for calamities based on sound risk assessment.

In the lively Q&A session, participants discussed the importance of readily available transnational
data, as mandated by SAARC and other agreements on natural disasters, and integrating civil
society oversight in disaster relief and response. Participants also felt that in light of the Nepal
earthquake, SAARC member countries should have allowed immediate transit access to each
other to expedite relief efforts. One participant suggested that the power of 3G and social media
could also be harnessed to combat the fallout from disasters in South Asia, as had been done to
address the outbreak of Ebola in the United States. The roundtable was also attended by a

¢

National
Journalists
Forum




2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

=

PDMA Sindh Monsoon 2015

Preparation
PDMA Sindh, May 14, 2015

Four Killed As Storm, Rain

Hit Parts of Sindh
DAWN News, May 13, 2015

Crisis Situation: Top
Disaster Management Body

Faces Cash Crunch
Express Tribune, May 13, 2015

National
Journalists
Forum

¢

distinguished panel of government officials, former ambassadors and senior journalists, including
Oxfam Regional Humanitarian Policy Advisor Shafgat Munir, National Institute of Disaster
Management official Brig (r) Sajid Naeem, Ayub Qutub, Ambassador Fauzia Nasreen and Gen
(r) Talat Masood. The roundtable forms part of Jinnah Institute’s Track-Il diplomacy efforts within
South Asia to build alternative narratives on regional policy issues, including the possibility of
setting up a trans-national commission on watershed management and related environmental
and disaster management issues.

HYDERABAD: Monsoon Contingency Planning Meeting with Hyderabad Division held at
Hyderabad to review monsoon preparedness status.Special Assistant to Chief Minister Sindh,
(Minister Status)Mr. Ali Hassan Hingorjo, Director General PDMA Sindh Commander (R) Syed
Salman Shah, Mr. Nisar Hussain Channar, Dy Director PDMA Sindh along-with Hyderabad
Division Districts reviewed the preparations made by the District for Monsoon 2015. All districts
were advised to identify and plugin vulnerabilities of their district, plan for de-silting/cleaning of
Nullas in urban areas be carried before onset of monsoon rains. Machinery available with
respective districts and line department must be operative and in ready condition. Status of relief
goods held by districts (if any) be shared with PDMA Sindh, condition of flood protection bunds
within the districts jurisdiction be ensured by irrigation department. Sites for establishing relief
camps and tent cities be identified by districts to accommodate IDPs in case of evacuation. The
requirement of the district on account of relief goods/equipment would be met judiciously by
PDMA and further resources with Sindh Government would be tapped to meet the requirements
as per their districts need.

LARKANA: Four people were killed in two incidents of house collapse during rains in Larkana as
thunder showers coupled with dust storm hit parts of many districts in Sindh on Monday 11" May
night and Tuesday 12" May, 2015.

A heavy downpour lashed parts of Larkana and Qambar-Shahdadkdot districts late on Monday
night caused collapse of the roofs of several houses. A man, Manzoor Chandio, and his four-
year-old daughter, Akhtiar Khatoon, died after the roof of their house in Ahsan Colony, Larkana,
collapsed during the rain. Another inmate, Zubeida Chandio, was injured and admitted to the
Chandka Medical College Hospital. In Khan Chandio village near Qambar town, Kazbano
Chandio and her six-month-old son, Muntazar Hussain, were killed in a similar incident. Power
supply from different feeders remained suspended for hours during the rain in the two districts.
Strong winds and a heavy downpour brought down at least 10 electricity poles and three
transformers in Qambar and Warah rendering both the towns without electricity whole the night.

BADIN: Most areas of Badin district were hit by a dust storm which followed heavy rain on
Tuesday. The long spell of rain brought down the temperatures that remained very high over the
past 10 days. The areas that received rains included Badin, Seerani, Bhugra Memon and
Kadhan, Nindo Shaher, Shadi Large and a number of other towns and villages.

THATTA: Strong winds and light showers hit different areas of Thatta district on Tuesday
evening uprooting many trees and bringing down a number of electricity poles. Roofs of houses
and other structures were flown away by strong winds in various towns and villages. No
causuality, however, were reported from any part of the district.

KARACHI: Though the temperature in the city was not extremely high, the humid sea breeze
blowing in the city kept the Karachiites sweating profusely making them to feel that it was a very
hot day, said the Met official. He said that the maximum temperature recorded in the city on
Tuesday was 37 degrees Celsius and the minimum 28 degrees Celsius. Humidity — moisture in
the atmosphere — was 57 per cent. The official said that the weather in the metropolis on
Wednesday was expected to be partly cloudy while maximum temperature was expected to
remain between 35 and 37 degrees Celsius. He said that the hottest place in the country on
Tuesday was Dadu, where mercury climbed to the mark of 45 degrees Celsius.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s top disaster management authority is facing a serious shortage of
manpower and finances despite the country’s vulnerability to natural disasters. With earthquakes
and floods wreaking havoc across the country in recent years, there is a dire need to strengthen
the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), which deals with addressing emergency
situations through relief and rehabilitation, officials say. The authority was established in 1997.
Talking to The Express Tribune on the condition of anonymity, a senior NDMA official said the
authority had been trying to work effectively within limited human and financial resources since
its beginning. At the federal level, he said, 125 employees are working but at least 250 people
are required considering the amount of work that needs to be done. “We need at least eight
disaster management experts but hardly one is working at the federal level,” the official said.
“The NDMA is currently more like a hospital without specialist doctors.”

The annual budget for the disaster management authority comes to around Rs160 million, which
is mostly spent on paying salaries to the staff. “Whenever there is an emergency situation, we
have to wait for the government to release funds to start relief and rehabilitation activities in the
affected areas,” he claimed. The scarcity of funds has also become a hurdle in the way of
carrying out hazard vulnerability risk assessments at district and union council level across the
country. The assessment has been done in only 15 to 20 districts of Pakistan. “These
assessments help the NDMA to develop an understanding of the area regarding its vulnerability
to natural catastrophes and how to cope with them,” the official said. To boot, the weather
forecast system at the NDMA can predict climate conditions up to 48 hours only, leaving no
space for early preparedness and limiting the authority’s effectiveness. “The NDMA needs to
have its offices functioning in every province to take prompt action during emergency situations,”
the official said. “Offices at provincial levels will be responsible for their own areas as they will
have better understanding of their people and issues.” Another official was, however, more
upbeat. “There are many international partners who have and are extending financial and
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technical assistance to Pakistan for strengthening the authority,” said NDMA member Ahmed
Kamal.

ISLAMABAD: Asian Development Bank (ADB) has agreed to finance $6 billion for the next five
years in Pakistan, aligning its country partnership strategy with vision 2025. The Secretary,
Economic Affairs Division (EAD) Muhammad Saleem Sethi co-chaired a meeting on Country
Partnership Strategy (CPS) and Country Business Operation Plan (COBP) for Pakistan with the
Vice President of Asian Development Bank (ADB) on Tuesday. The Vice President, ADB,
Wencai Zhang is on a visit to Pakistan for strengthening bilateral relations and enhancing
economic cooperation. Seleem Sethi, highlighted sectoral priorities of the government and
presented the Government of Pakistan’s Vision 2025. The Secretary asked ADB to support and
enhance its funding in key sectors of the economy including energy infrastructure, education and
health. He further stated that government'’s vision of connecting Pakistan with Central and West
Asia shall be an integral part of the CPS. Asian Development Bank (ADB) agreed to finance $6
billion for the next five years in Pakistan, aligning its country partnership strategy with vision
2025. The funding shall be helpful for overcoming energy crisis like ongoing construction of
660MW of Jamshoro Coal Project and building new road projects of Hassanabdal-Havellian and
Gojra-Khanewal Motorways. In next five years, to overcome energy crisis small and medium
dams of 100-300 MW shall be constructed with the target to generate 2000 MW.

The Secretary, EAD emphasised the need to explore multi-donor financing for mega energy
projects of Dasu and Diamer Bhasha Dams. Additional Secretary, Ms Anjum Assad Amin and
Senior Joint Secretary, Pervaiz Ahmad Junejo highlighted the issues of ADB’s portfolio
management regarding implementation and procurement. They asked ADB to enhance the role
of ADB’s Pakistan Resident Mission for speedy disposal of implementation and procurement
issues. Wencai Zhang is on a four days visit to Pakistan and will meet Prime Minister, Finance
Minister, Federal Ministers and Chief Ministers of provinces.

Promises to give $195m for Balochistan highway network

Pakistan and Asian Development Bank signed an agreement on for National Highway Network
Development in Balochistan (Balochistan Roads) Project for an amount of $195 million. The loan
agreement was signed by the Secretary, Economic Affairs Division (EAD) Muhammad Saleem
Sethi and Country Director, Asian Development Bank (ADB) Dr. Werner E. Liepach following a
meeting between the Federal Finance Minister, Senator Ishag Dar and Vice President of Asian
Development Bank Wencai Zhang. The Balochistan Roads Project is part of National Highway
Network Development aimed to rehabilitate 79 km of the existing two-lane road of Zhob-Mughal
Kot (N50) and 128 km of the existing two-lane road of Qila Saifullah-Waghum (N70) in
Balochistan. With tremendous potential for local and regional connectivity, this project will help
boost economic growth, reduce poverty which will bring substantial social and economic benefits.

Speaking on the occasion, Finance Minister appreciated ADB role in the development of
important sectors. He assured Pakistan’s commitment to mobilising required resources for
improving local and regional linkages. The Vice President ADB assured Government of Pakistan
of the support of his organisation and appreciated the Government’s efforts to revamp the
existing infrastructure for economic growth and development. Earlier the Finance Minister had a
meeting with Wencai Zhang who is undertaking visit to Pakistan. The Minister underscored the
high value Pakistan placed on its partnership with the ADB and spoke of the expectations of
continued support from the important development partner. The Minister said that the
Government continued to focus on economic revival and needed to make investments in energy,
infrastructure and social protection. The results of the measures taken by the new government
were already visible. Structural reforms were on track and economic growth had picked up. In
order to maintain the momentum, Dar said the Government would need enhanced support of the
development partners.

The Minister thanked Wencai for resuming policy lending to the tune of $1.2 billion for energy
sector and SOE reforms. He appreciated the support of ADB for Pakistan Infrastructure
Reconstruction & Rehabilitation Fund to be established to respond to natural disasters and to
enhance Pakistan’s resilience to the future natural calamities. Government of Pakistan had
requested the ADB to be the trustee of this Fund. The Minister also thanked ADB for indicative
support of $218 million for Flood 2014 Emergency Reconstruction Project in Punjab & AJK. He
appreciated ADB’s assistance for Highway Network Development in Balochistan Project to the
tune of $195 million. The project would enhance connectivity and up-gradation of infrastructure to
boost economic growth and development. The Minister on this occasion urged early processing
of $200 million assistance under “Improvement of Border Services Project” and the lead role of
ADB in coordinating and facilitating the TAPI negotiations. He informed Wencai that Diamer-
Bhasha Dam was a project of national importance as it would considerably change the energy
mix, produce cheap electricity and facilitate water storage. Enhanced support of ADB in this
regard would be appreciated, he said.

Wencai on the occasion appreciated the remarkable economic turnaround that Pakistan had
achieved and also noted that Pakistan had received enhanced ratings by international rating
agencies. He congratulated the Minister on the successful conclusion of the 7th IMF review. He
said ADB since 1968 had undertaken projects worth $26 billion and in future would like to make
contribution in sectors like energy, agriculture, rural development and social spheres. Wencai
said that the successful IMF Review would further strengthen international financial institutions
confidence in Pakistan. Pakistan has started a new journey towards macro-economic stability
and development. He said the ADB had committed to contribute towards Diamer Bhasha project
in the past and in future would be keen to look into new avenues to invest for the betterment of
the energy and infrastructure projects. In fact, he said we have been planning to devise
strategies that synchronise with the government’s measures to complete projects that are listed
on Pakistan government’s priority list. He also said that ADB would like to contribute positively
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towards Pakistan’s capacity to cope with natural disasters.

Experts in an International Conference on Himalayan Adaptation, Water and Resilience
Research on Glacier and Snow pack Dependent River Basins for improving livelihood vowed to
join hands to mitigate the impacts of climate change and its variability by making integrated
efforts of conducting research on mountains as it has an increasing influence on the stability of
fragile mountain ecosystems and the livelihoods of 1.3 billion people from upstream mountain to
downstream plain landscape. Addressing the conference in New Senate Hall as chief guest, UAF
VC Professor Dr Igrar Ahmad Khan said climate change has no boarders and setting up an
independent ministry of climate change would certainly pave the way to deal with the issues
posed by climate change. He said that Pakistan is witnessing climate variability as this year,
reduction of wheat production up to 10-mound per acre forced the researchers to come up with
better adaptation approaches and recommend out of the box solution. He said contrary to the
past many years, mango trees are not bearing many flowers that would hamper the production to
manifold. He said that food security remains high agenda of the government but such
unpredictable happenings could pose new challenges in meeting the objectives. He said this
year Swat valley may not produce as much apples as it was due to climate variability.

Dr Khan said that an academic chair on climate change has been set up in USAID funded Centre
for advanced studies in agriculture/food security and UAF scientists are making analysis of
historic/current climate, as well as crop and economic data to determine the trends of climate
change in the region and its likely impact on crop productivity and the economy. The project, he
said, includes calibration and validation of crop models for wheat, rice and cotton, regional
economic models, as well as quantification of the spatial and temporal yield variability and yield
forecasting under future climate change scenarios.

Earlier in keynote address, Professor Dr Ashfag Ahmad Chatha head of climate change chair
presented a future climate picture and warned that there will be an increase of 2.80C in day and
2.20C in the night temperature from 2040 to 2069 that would further aggravate the situation with
5.0 oC and 5.5 oC respectively during end of the century that can affect the livelihood in a bad
way.

Dr Chahtha said that data exists that could be used for future forecasting and planning keeping
in view the past trends. He said that this year, the wheat production has reduced up to 10-mound
per acre due to heavy thunderstorm and climate variability. He said that climate variability is
hampering the whole agricultural system in the country and his team is working on agricultural,
economic and climatic model to enable the farmers' strategies their cropping system accordingly.
He said that through Agricultural Model Inter-comparison and Improvement Project (AgMIP) of
43 countries of all continents, researchers are working to develop climate change scenarios for
the region, make evaluation of DSSAT and APSIM models for simulating phenology, growth and
yield of crops under different ecological zones, to estimate the impacts of future changing climate
and economic scenarios on crop production and benefits to stakeholders in the region, indicating
the best management options (package of production technology) for economically efficient
production of crops using the model under the changing climatic and soil conditions of different
agro-ecological zones of Punjab, Pakistan, and to find out the flaws in the models simulations
and correction measures to improve them. He proposed that we need sow the wheat 15 days
earlier than the prevailing trend so as to avert the devastating impact of climate change on its
production. He said the goals of AgMIP are to improve substantially the characterisation of world
food security due to climate change and to enhance adaptation capacity in both developing and
developed countries. Dr Philippus Wester, Chief Scientist Water Resources Management at the
ICIMOD said that his organisation supports regional trans-boundary programmes through
partnership with regional partner institutions, facilitate the exchange of experience, and serve as
a regional knowledge hub. He said that they are strengthening networking among regional and
global centres of excellence. He said that 1/3rd of the humanity dependent on Hindukash,
Karakarm and Himalayan mountains and with the rising temperature melting glaciers are putting
new challenges to the livelihood. He urged the participants to enhance the adaptation capacity
as frequent floods, rising temperature, and hot leading redefine the whole landscape of
agriculture. Dr Bashir Ahmad, Climate Change Programme leader NARC, and Director Water
Management Research Centre UAF Dr Hamid Hussain Shah also spoke on the occasion.

PESHAWAR: Provincial Disaster Management Authority-PDMA Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and all its
stakeholders are ready to cope with coming monsoon, said Director General, PDMA during a
meeting held here in Peshawar about Contingency Planning 2015. Major General Asghar
Nawaz, Chairman National Disaster Management Authority-NDMA chaired the meeting.
Administrative Secretaries from different departments, i.e. Relief, Irrigation, Health, Education,
C&W, Information & Public relations and representatives from Pakistan Army, Metrological
Department, Civil Defense, and Humanitarian Organizations etc. also attended the meeting.

Director General, PDMA briefed the meeting regarding the contingency Planning made for 2015
and explained the current stock of relief items with PDMA and different
departments/stakeholders. He said that that measures have been taken by the Provincial
Government as well as district Government to eliminate encroachments on river banks.

Chairman National Disaster Management Authority-NDMA Major General Asghar Nawaz said
that Early Warning System will be established soon on National level and will be implemented on
provincial level later in due course of time. He expressed that concrete steps need to be taken
considering the possible expected disasters at level of union councils. He admired the efforts and
performance of PDMA in relief activities and reestablishing the basic infrastructure after 2010
floods.
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WEATHER OUT LOOK BY PAKITSAN METEOROLOGICAL
DEPARTMENT (PMD) AS OF MAY 17, 2015

Synoptic Situation/ Outlook

A low lies over Balochistan and its adjoining areas. A westerly weather system is affecting upper parts of the country and expected to
prevail in upper and central parts till mid of the coming week.

Punjab including Islamabad

Rain-thundershower with dust-storm is expected at scattered places in Rawalpindi division, Islamabad, while at isolated places in
Sargodha, Gujranwala and Lahore divisions during 24 hours. Hot and dry weather is expected in other parts of the country during the
period.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Rain-thundershower with dust-storm is expected at scattered places in upper KP (Malakand, Hazara, Peshawar, Mardan, Kohat
divisions), upper FATA during next 24 hours. Heavy falls are also likely to occur at one or two places of Malakand, Hazara divisions
during the period.

Very hot and dry weather is expected in most parts of the province during next 24 hours.

Balochistan

Very hot and dry weather is expected in most parts of the province during next 24 hours.

Very hot and dry weather is expected in most parts of the province during next 24 hours.

Gilgit-Baltistan

More rain-thundershower with gusty winds is expected at scattered places in Gilgit-Baltistan during next 24 hours.
Source: PMD, http://nwfc.pmd.gov.pk/24-hour-weather-outlook/index.php Published on May 4, 2015
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES

24 arrested in targeted
operations across

Karachi: Rangers
Daily Dawn, May 17, 2015

Targeted operation:
Rangers kill four ‘BLA

militants’
The Express Tribune, May 17, 2015

Terrorists want to
paralyse, divide nation:

Nisar
The Nation, May 17, 2015
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DETAILS

KARACHI: Pakistan Rangers personnel arrested 24 suspects during targeted raids conducted in
various parts of Karachi, an official press release said Sunday. Those arrested include target
killers, "sub-nationalist elements" and terrorists from banned outfits, the statement said. Weapons,
walkie-talkies, hand grenades, laptops, and a large quantity of narcotics and locally-made liquor
were recovered. Rangers personnel conducted targeted raids in Madrassa Chowk, Labour Square,
PIB Colony, Bhittaiabad, Akhtar Colony, Saddar, Safoora Chowk, Ranchore Lines, and Old
Golimar. The decision to increase the tempo and range of targeted operations across Pakistan —
especially in Karachi — was reached during an apex committee meeting on Thursday, a day after a
horrific attack on Karachi's Ismaili community left 45 people dead. At the meeting, Chief of Army
Staff Gen Raheel Sharif vowed to continue "across the board operations" at an increased pace
and hunt down terrorists who commit heinous acts. Military spokesman Asim Bajwa announced
that the meeting had assessed ongoing operations against terrorists, and touched upon directing
intelligence agencies to assist in the "exploitation of existing leads" in all operations.

The high-level huddle also decided to implement effective policing and surveillance in the "vast
suburbs of Karachi", to prevent what the ISPR said were "sneaking terrorist attacks". Bajwa said
that all criminals and abettors would be arrested regardless of their political, religious, sectarian,
ethnic, or other affiliations. Corps Commander Karachi Lt Gen Naveed Mukhtar at a seminar on
Saturdayalso spoke about targeted operations in Karachi, calling them a fight against terrorists,
extortionists, target killers, kidnappers and other criminals. He said that the [Karachi] operation is
completely apolitical, adding "We are committed to eliminating all forms of terrorism."

A look at the Karachi operation

The ‘operation’ against criminal elements in Pakistan’s commercial hub was initiated back in
September 2013 after the federal cabinet empowered Rangers to lead a targeted advance with the
support of police against criminals already identified by federal military and civilian agencies for
their alleged involvement in targeted killings, kidnappings for ransom, extortion and terrorism in
Karachi.

KARACHI: For the first time since the ongoing targeted operation began, the law enforcement
agencies claimed to have killed militants belonging to a Baloch nationalist group on Saturday
afternoon. The slain suspects were also allegedly affiliated with a Lyari-based gang. According to
Rangers officials, the paramilitary force conducted an intelligence-driven operation in Old Golimar,
Pak Colony, against members of the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) and Lyari-based gangs. A
Rangers spokesperson said that during the operation, the suspects resorted to firing at the
Rangers personnel, who retaliated and killed four of them, while also apprehending six others. The
bodies were taken to Civil Hospital, Karachi, for autopsies and later to the Edhi morgue in Sohrab
Goth for identification. The spokesperson, however, stated that the deceased militants were
identified as Babul Baloch, Chota Sajid, Rafig and Khalid Mandhi, adding that they were involved
in anti-state activities with the BLA as well as targeted killings, extortion and kidnappings. He
claimed that weapons and a large quantity of narcotics were also seized from them.

The slain militants were said to be affiliated with Lyari’'s Uzair Baloch group. “They were linked with
Lyari gangs as well as various nationalist groups from Balochistan, including the BLA, the Baloch
National Movement and the Baloch Yakjahti Committee,” claimed a Rangers official, adding that
the paramilitary force raided their hideout and collected evidence such as literature. The hideout
has been sealed and the police have been deployed there. Lyari’s gangs have been accused of
having the support of the BLA and the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) several times in the past,
particularly by slain SP Chaudhry Aslam Khan, who first made this accusation during the nine-day
operation in Lyari in April 2012. No concrete evidence was, however, shown by any official
regarding these claims.

KALLAR SYEDAN: Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan has said the aim of terrorists was to
paralyse and divide the nation. "We need to understand that terrorist attacks are carried out to
divide and shatter the resolve of the nation. | am not speaking in support of the chief ministers but
nowhere in the world are resignations demanded on the basis of terrorist attacks," Nisar said while
talking to media here on Saturday. Nisar said when such demands are made after terrorist attacks
it fulfills the purpose of terrorists. He said terrorists are indulging in sectarian killings to divide the
nation and appealed the people to collectively confront the enemies of the country. The interior
minister spoke of the resolve to fight till the elimination of last terrorist. He added that the war
against terrorism will be won at all costs. He emphasised that it is the responsibility of the entire
nation and political parties to give a clear message of unity to defeat terrorists.

Addressing PML-N workers in Kalar Syedan on Saturday, the interior minister said the government
and the armed forces have tightened the noose around terrorists and vowed that war against
terrorism will continue till last terrorists is eliminated. The minister said the nation should not be
disappointed at incidents of terrorism and assured that the government will fight them with more
determination. Nisar said the armed forces have paralyzed the banned outfits which is why they
are targeting civilians. He said terrorists are now in search of easy targets which depicts their
desperation. The country will meet the challenge and rise above the issues, he added. Without
naming the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTl), the interior minister said there is a party which is not
political but rather a fan club. Nisar said abusive politics has no future in the country and the PML-
N is working to unite the political forces. He said he listens to the complaints of people setting
aside political considerations and welfare of the people of the area is his foremost priority. He said
media is playing an important role in carrying out welfare projects in Kalar Syedan and other areas
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of his constituency. Nisar said immediate action is taken on newspaper reports about any problem
in Kalar Syedan. The minister said the development work in Kalar Syedan carried out in the last
two years has no precedence.

KARACHI: There is a determination to eliminate terrorists and their facilitators, Corps Commander
Karachi Lt. General Naveed Mukhtar said on Saturday. "We are challenging their physical
capabilities, we are challenging their facilitation networks, we are challenging their financial lifelines
and we are also challenging their ability to manipulate systems." Addressing a National Defence
University seminar here, the Corps Commander said the operation in Karachi would continue until
peace was established in the city. Lt. General Mukthar said along with the presence of terrorist
groups several mafias were also active in the city. He stressed that maintaining peace in the city
was their responsibility.

The Corps Commander outlined reasons behind Karachi’s spiral into violence over the last three
decades stating that authorities responsible for governance and institutions had failed to provide
infrastructure to tackle the city’s rising population. “Karachi’s struggling problems are generally a
result of political, sectarian and ethnic rivalries. However, its roots run deep into an incredibly
complex structure of this city where special interest groups, criminals, terrorists and mafias
compete for power, resources and survival. Law and order situation in Karachi over a period of
time has suffered from series of failing and errors including administrative incompetence and
political dysfunction."

Lt General Naveed Mukhtar added that some of the reasons for these problems are structural but
some are the result of bad choices made by important players and some of those can and should
be corrected now. The Corps Commander said Karachi’s police and administration needs to be
liberated from interference. He said: “thousands of people including security personnel have been
martyred in acts of terrorism, and a nation where people are prepared to render scarifies could not
be defeated”. “It is incumbent upon us to discuss security and peace and it is our responsibility to
maintain law and order,” he added.

PESHAWAR: Over five months have passed since Warsak Road’s Army Public School was
stormed by armed militants who ruthlessly murdered as many as 151 students and school staffers.
Since then, constitutional amendments have been inked and the country has meandered through
different courses of action in order to put an end to the existing threat of militancy. Back home in
Peshawar, families who lost their loved ones to the carnage are yet to overcome the sense of
helplessness that still encompasses their lives. At the same time, they have to struggle with the
reality that their children’s killers remain unnamed — a demand they have made time and time
again. Bereaved parents have once again berated the government for its “all talk and no action”.
Addressing a press conference at the Peshawar Press Club on Saturday, members of the
Shuhada Ghazi Forum said if justice is not served, they will be forced to launch protests in the
federal capital in front of the National Assembly. “We were promised that those who were behind
the murder of our children will be brought to justice and given exemplary punishments,” said Ajun
Khan, the forum’s general secretary.

“We were assured heads will roll following the unforgivable security lapse and that investigation
findings will be made public,” he said, adding their children are no more but they formed the
platform to ensure no child ever goes through what their offspring did. “Every parent in the country
should join us in our struggle.” The forum’s general secretary added they have yet to understand
what threat defenceless schoolchildren posed to the militants. “We will head to Islamabad in mid-
June,” he added.

Left with no choice

Father of APS victim Sher Ali and the forum’s coordinator Tufail Khattak urged the government to
form a judicial commission to conduct an enquiry. Khattak juxtaposed the federal government’s
double standards in dealing with law and order in different parts of the country. “If joint
investigation teams can be formed to investigate target killing in Karachi, then why not investigate
the biggest terror attack in our history?” he questioned. “PTI Chairman Imran Khan assured us that
he will pursue our case and ensure it is adequately investigated but he is yet to fulfil his promises,”
another bereaved parent Nasir Khan told The Express Tribune. Nasir said the school attack
opened the floodgates against militancy and the government was forced to formulate the National
Action Plan. “Our sacrifices have given Pakistan a direction,” he said, adding all those who lost
their lives in the APS assault should be declared national heroes.

KARACHI: Three terrorists were killed in a Rangers encounter late on Friday and early hours of
Saturday in Karachi’'s Gulshan-e-Maymar area. According to sources, a large cache of weapons
was also seized in the encounter. Separately, police conducted search operations in Shah Faisal
colony, Alfalah and Rizvia areas of the city. At least 38 suspects, including four terrorists were
taken into custody during the operation.

KARACHI: The next time your mobile phone is stolen, do not hesitate to approach the police and
report the crime. You are likely to find your neighbours and fellow citizens at the station, helping
the police make the station a more positive space. A group of residents of DHA and Clifton have
started the Community Security Initiative (CSI) to work together with the local police in controlling
crime. Last week, the residents met the key officials posted in DHA and Clifton and showed them
a PowerPoint presentation on how this system will work. By the time the hour-long meeting at
Darakshan police station came to an end, the DHA residents had won the police’s approval to start
their community policing project. “The purpose of this initiative is to bridge the trust deficiency and
kill the hesitancy people feel when it comes to reporting crimes,” said the chief patron of the
initiative, Syed Raied Arshad, an entrepreneur. “It will encourage the people of these areas to
register their complaints.”

Instead of complaining to each other about the numerous crime stories each of us face, the
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initiative wants to encourage people to report crime and get the police in the loop. The initiative is
scheduled to be launched officially by the end of this month but volunteers have already started
doing their hours to get into practice. DIG South Jamil Ahmed seemed excited. Well-trained
policemen from Razzakabad will be posted at the police stations to increase the workforce, he
promised. “| am not satisfied as street crimes are still prevalent but serious crimes have gone
down,” he said, adding that this seemed to be a good initiative.

The plan

The residents who volunteer for this programme will work with the police at five stations: Defence,
Gizri, Darakhshan, Clifton and Boat Basin. In the first phase, the residents will start from the Gizri
police station, where two volunteers will be available for two hours every week. This schedule will
eventually be applied to the other police stations as well. The volunteers will be sitting in a
separate room so as not to disturb the work of the police but will be informed when a resident
walks in with a complaint. “Ordinary citizens coming to the stations are intimidated by the police,”
explained resident Arshad. “Our volunteers will guide them and facilitate them.” Later on, the
residents aim to engage police with the community, and have plans for students and young people
to intern with the police officers.

Renovating police stations

The residents have also proposed the renovation of police stations and providing them with much-
needed resources and facilities. The residents will be pooling in money and buying motorcycles for
the policemen, said a DHA resident, Shah Hayat. Television screens and tracking equipment will
be installed at all these police stations. Crime will be mapped and a database will be maintained.
Volunteers will also renovate the police station building. They will clean it and then paint it to give it
a fresh look.

For the police

These residents are also keen on providing incentives to the police officers and health covers.
They have made agreements with Indus Hospital and others to provide treatment to policemen.
They have also requested the government to refrain from transferring SHOs too frequently.

Vulnerable areas

The initiative is also trying to encourage the police to form sub-check posts at the main entry and
exit points of the slum areas in the neighbourhood, such as Neelum Colony, Hijrat Colony, Ittehad
and Punjab Chowrangi. They believe that a lot of petty thieves working in DHA are coming from
these areas. The policemen manning these checkpoints will be especially alert in the evening
when crime is rampant, especially in the DHA commercial areas.

Balochistan opposition QUETTA: Balochistan Assembly Opposition Leader Maulana Abdul Wasey, who belongs to the
leader Maulana Wasey Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F), narrowly escaped a remote-controlled blast in Pishin Friday
night. Levies sources told DawnNews that militants targeted Wasey’s convoy through a roadside
remote-controlled bomb. The blast damaged Wasey’'s bullet-proof vehicle but the provincial
opposition leader remained unharmed, sources said. Talking to DawnNews via telephone after the
attack, Maulana Wasey said, “We are all safe.” Wasey was on his way home from Rod Malazai
area of Pishin when he was attacked. Levies personnel reached the spot and started investigations
into the incident. There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the attack.

Army chief hails RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif heaped praise for the country’s
intelligence agencies' intelligence agencies during a visit to the Inter-Services intelligence headquarters on Friday. The
achievements army chief said mpst of the achievements and successes of intelligence agencies went unnotipt_ed,
The Express Tribune, May 15, 2015 but their accomplishments for the country’s defence were phenomenal, and deserved recognition

’ ¢ and acknowledgement, according to an ISPR statement. The army chief went on to emphasise the
need for a more proactive and coordinated role of intelligence agencies for an effective counter-
terrorism campaign, and to counter hostile agencies’ moves to destabilise Pakistan. He stressed
the need to further coordinate and synergise a combined civil-military intelligence effort on a
national level by providing requisite support to the intelligence agencies, and developing modern
intelligence techniques. When briefed on preempting a number of terrorist acts and successful
intelligence-based operations (IBOs), General Raheel appreciated the ISI's role in preventing
numerous terrorist acts in the country. The army chief was briefed by DG IS| Lt General Rizwan
Akhtar on the internal and external security situation of the country, and continuing counter
terrorism operations.

escapes bomb attack
Daily Dawn, May 15, 2015

Militant commander QUETTA: The Frontier Corps (FC) on Friday continued into its second day the search operation in
among 13 killed in Kalat Johan area of Kalat district, FC spokesperson said. Thirteen militants, including a Baloch
operation Republican Al_'my (BRA) commander, have begn killeq so far while six haye been injurc_ad in the
The Express Tribune, May 15, 2015 search operation that started yesterday. Two militant hideouts, three explosive-laden vehicles and

’ ¢ four motorcycles have also been destroyed. The militants were reportedly involved in attacks on
public transport and oil tankers on RCD highway. On April 15, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif met
Army chief General Raheel Sharif to discuss national security and the law and order situation of
Quetta.

Sources privy to the development told The Express Tribune that Operation Zarb-e-Azb might be
expanded to Balochistan to fight against Baloch insurgents as well. The army launched Operation
Zarb-e-Azb against militants in North Waziristan in June 2014. During his visit, the army chief
presided over a law and order meeting at the Frontier Crops Balochistan Headquarters office. The
meeting came days after a sickening orgy of bloodshed played out in a remote town of southern
Balochistan on April 11 when 20 construction workers were methodically massacred in a predawn
attack on their camp near Turbat city in Kech district of Balochistan

Air strikes kill 17 militants ISLAMABAD: In air strikes conducted in North Waziristan’s Shawal area by security forces Friday,
17 suspected militants, including foreigners were killed while three hideouts were destroyed. The

National
Journalists
Forum

z ©2015 www.alhasan.com 4%
v



13

in North Waziristan:

officials
The Express Tribune, May 15, 2015

No backtracking: Govt will

stamp out terror, says PM
The Express Tribune, May 15, 2015

Rangers raid hideouts of
banned outfits, arrest 145

suspects
Daily Dawn, May 14, 2015

Goodwill gesture: 29
Afghans handed over to
Afghan police

The Express Tribune, May 14, 2015

Several arrests made in
Faisalabad search

4% 02015 www.alhasan.com
v

(<2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

strikes came two days after the massacre of 45 Ismaili Muslims in Karachi claimed by the Taliban’s
Jundullah faction which has previously reportedly allied itself to Islamic State. The air force jets
targeted militants’ hideouts on the edge of the Afghan border in the Wareka Mandi area of Shawal
district in North Waziristan, 65 kilometres west of Miranshah. “The air force jets pounded the areas
close to the Afghan border in thick forests and killed at least 17 militants. Three compounds and
five vehicles were also destroyed in the action,” a security official in Miranshah told AFP. The
official said that the killed militants included Uzbek and Afghan nationals and members of the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). Two local residents confirmed the attack to AFP.

Senior military officials based in Peshawar said they were not in a position to confirm the exact
death toll but confirmed that the strikes happened in the area. The region is remote and off-limits to
journalists, making it difficult to verify the number and identity of those killed. As per the ongoing
operations Zarb-e-Azb and Khyber-| search operations are carried out frequently in attempts to
eradicate terrorism from the country. Just last month, sources alleged that Operation Zarb-e-Azb
might expand to Balochistan to fight Baloch insurgents.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif while referring to Wednesday’s Karachi carnage has
reaffirmed that the government remained committed to wiping out the menace of terrorism.
Addressing a launching ceremony of a credit guarantee scheme for small farmers at the PM’s
Office on Thursday, he said special courts had been established after the unanimous decision of
parliament for the speedy trial of terrorists. Premier Nawaz also recalled his recent visit to Kabul,
saying he and Afghan President Ashraf Ghani were on the same page for joint measures to
counter terrorism.

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, the prime minister said, was not being welcomed by many
internal and external forces, who did not want to see progress and development in Pakistan. He
regretted that these people did not want to see the country get new roads, powerhouses,
infrastructure, health and education. PM Nawaz noted that the investment of estimated $45 billion
for the economic pathways was an eyesore for many and urged people to pray to Almighty Allah to
protect the country from their evil intentions.

KARACHI: Sindh Rangers conducted targeted raids on suspected hideouts of banned
organisations in different parts of Karachi Thursday, arresting a total of 145 suspects. Targeted
raids were carried out in Sohrab Goth, Gulshan-e-Igbal, Shah Faisal Colony, Korangi, New
Karachi, North Nazimabad and Orangi areas of the metropolis. A statement issued by the
paramilitary force claimed the arrested personnel included suspected hit men, terrorists working for
outlawed outfits and gangsters associated with the Lyari gang war. Weapons, including SMGs,
were also recovered from many of those arrested, said the statement.

Earlier on Thursday, in an apex committee meeting in Karachi, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Gen
Raheel Sharif vowed to continue "across the board operations" at an increased tempo and hunt
down terrorists who commit heinous acts.Military spokesman Asim Bajwa announced that the
meeting had assessed ongoing operations against terrorists, and touched upon directing
intelligence agencies to assist in the "exploitation of existing leads" in all operations. Weekly apex
committee meetings were also announced. The high-level huddle also decided to implement
effective policing and surveillance in the "vast suburbs of Karachi", to prevent what the ISPR said
were "sneaking terrorist attacks".

Bajwa said all criminals and abettors would be arrested regardless of their political, religious,
sectarian, ethnic, or other affiliations. The same sentiment was also expressed in a high-level
security meeting at Karachi's Governor House on Wednesday, after a brutal buss attack in the city
resulted in 45 people of the Ismaili community losing their lives. The ‘operation’ against criminal
elements in Pakistan’s commercial hub was initiated back in September 2013 after the federal
cabinet empowered Rangers to lead a targeted advance with the support of police against
criminals already identified by federal military and civilian agencies for their alleged involvement in
targeted killings, kidnappings for ransom, extortion and terrorism in Karachi.

WEB DESK: Twenty-nine Afghan nationals detained during Operation Zarb-e-Azb were handed
over to the Afghan Border Police as a goodwill gesture at Ghulam Khan, North Wazirastan Agency
today, an ISPR statement said. Earlier today, the foreign office informed that Pakistan had asked
Kabul not to allow India’s top intelligence agency to operate from Afghan territory against Pakistani
interests. On their recent visit to Afghanistan, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and Chief of Army Staff
asked Afghan authorities to stop the Research Analysis Wing (RAW) from creating unrest in
Pakistan, said Foreign Office Spokesperson Qazi Khalil.

“Pakistan told Kabul that RAW must not be allowed to use the Afghan soil against us,” Qazi Khalil
was responding a question at a weekly Press Briefing at Foreign Office today. Afghans in Pakistan
have come under increasing scrutiny following the Peshawar school attack. More than 65,000
Afghans have left Pakistan for their homeland since the start of the year. The figure, which eclipses
the 25,000 Afghans who returned from Pakistan over the whole of last year, was a result of the
breakdown in relationships between the migrants and their host communities following the
carnage. “We were happy there (Pakistan), we had our own houses and we owned our own
businesses,” Mohammad told AFP outside his tent in a fetid relief settiement near the eastern city
of Jalalabad.

There are an estimated three million Afghan refugees living in Pakistan either officially or
unofficially, most of whom left their country to escape conflict in the 1980s and 1990s. They are
viewed with deep suspicion inside Pakistan and routinely accused by authorities of harbouring
militants. The Peshawar attack — which killed 153 people, mostly children — mounted further
pressure despite a lack of evidence linking the refugees to the Taliban-claimed attack.

FAISALABAD: Several people were rounded during a search operation in an area said to be
occupied by Afghans by Faisalabad Police on Thursday, Express Newsreported. One Kalashnikov
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operation and over 150 bullets were also found in the vicinity where the arrests were made. Meanwhile, 25
The Express Tribune, May 14, 2015 [RIESUSAEIC also taken into custody due to failure to provide proof of identity. A number of search
operations are being conducted nationwide in attempts to eradicate terrorism.

Apex committee decides KARACHI: A special apex committee meeting on Thursday decided to extend law enforcement
to expand scope of agencies writ to Karachi’'s weakly governed areas, DG ISPR Asim Bajwa tweeted. “Effective

Karachi operation
The Express Tribune, May 14, 2015

policing and surveillance will be carried out in Karachi’'s suburbs to prevent sneaking terrorist
attacks,” DG ISPR said. Further, Bajwa said that department officials will be appointed on
transparency and merit to help the system for “long term sustainability.” Bajwa also tweeted that
criminals will be punished regardless of their affiliations. “Criminals and abettors will be
apprehended regardless of political, religious, ethnic and sectarian identity,” he said. The meeting
was held at the Corps Headquarters in Karachi to discuss the security situation following
yesterday’s deadly attack on the Ismaili community.

At least 44 people were killed when armed gunmen boarded a bus and opened indiscriminate fire
on commuters from the Ismaili community. Militant group Jundullah, which has attacked minorities
before, claimed responsibility for the attack. Thursday’s meeting was attended by the Sindh chief
minister, governor Sindh, the army chief, director-general of the ISI, chief secretary and IG Sindh,
director-general of Ml, DGMO and director-general ISPR. During the day, initial investigation
reports had revealed that the culprits hailed from Afghanistan. Foreign Secretary Aizaz Ahmed
Chaudhry, meanwhile, claimed that India’s spy agency RAW was involved in creating unrest in
Pakistan. The director general said that apex committee meetings will be held on a weekly basis
from now on.

Nawaz meets Zardari

Later during the day, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif met with former president Asif Ali Zardari at the
PM House in Islamabad. According to reports, the two discussed the apex committee meeting and
how to combat terrorism in Karachi.

Police meeting underway

Following the Apex Committee in Karachi, a meeting of the city’s police chiefs is underway to
discuss the security strategy in the aftermath of Safora massacre. The meeting at the police head-
office on Thursday is being headed by Karachi police chief Additional IG Ghalum Qadir Thebo,
heading the probe committee, and attended by other high-ups such as IG Sindh Ghulam Haider
Jamali and DIGs East, West, CIA and Counter-terrorism Department. Sources say the meeting will
scrutinise the statement of eye witnesses and evidence found from the site of the incident and its
forensic report and further the investigation in light of these findings.

‘10 million for informer’

During the meeting, Karachi Police chief Additional IG Ghulam Qadir Thebo proposed a reward of
rupees 10 million for anyone who helps in the investigation and provides details of the assailants.
He promised that whereabouts of such an informer will be kept in high secrecy and that they will be
protected.

Three including police PESHAWAR: An assistant police officer and two suspected militants were killed in an encounter in
official killed in Peshawar Peshawar’'s Hayatabad area on Thursday, Express News reported. According to police sources,
two suspected militants were also rounded up following the clash. Security forces reportedly seized
gun battle f f identifi : t -~ ; o
The Express Tribune, May 14, 2015 a number o weapons from the unidenti |{ed assallgnts. Soon after the incident, pollge cordoned o
’ ’ the area and carried out search operation. Earlier, at least two suspected terrorists were also
arrested during a raid in Peshawar's Sethi Town on May 1. According to police sources, the
arrested belonged to Afghanistan and were residing in Peshawar. The security officials also seized
explosive material weighing 320kg, filled in different toys, from the hideout of the miscreants.

UN urges Pakistan to UNITED NATIONS/UNITED STATES: UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on Wednesday urged
protect religious Pakistan to move quickly to protect religious minorities following an attack that killed at least 44
minorities after attack members of Karachi’s Ismaili community. The attack in Karachi was officially claimed by the
The Express Tribune, May 14, 2015 Islamic State group. Ban condemned “in the strongest possible terms the terrorist attack” and

» vay 14, called on Pakistan to bring those responsible to justice. He urged the government to “take swift
measures aimed at effective protection of religious minorities in the country.” Pakistan has
experienced a rising tide of sectarian violence in recent years, particularly against Shiites, who
make up around 20 percent of the country’s predominantly Muslim population of 200 million.

Further, a day after the deadly attack on Karachi’s Ismaili community, initial investigation reports
on May 14 revealed that the culprits hailed from Afghanistan. On the day of the attack, in which 44
persons including women and children were killed, Sindh Information Minister Sharjeel Memon
said that some clues were found at the crime scene but was unable to share these due to security
reasons.

RAW behind terrorist ISLAMABAD: Foreign Secretary Aizaz Ahmed Chaudhry on Thursday claimed that India’s spy
activities in Pakistan: agency RAW was involved in creating unrest in Pakistan, Express Newsreported. He further said
. that two culprits arrested in Karachi have received training from the spy agency. The foreign
I;I%rz)lqgorgszeT(r:iZﬁzer/lay 14 2015 secretary said, if RAW was found to be t?(_ahind the Safora massacre which led to the _brutal killing
’ g of more than 40 members of the Ismaili community, Pakistan would take up the issue on all
international forums. The country’s top military commanders have also expressed serious concern
over the involvement of Indian intelligence agency, the Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), for
“whipping up terrorism” in Pakistan. The concern was raised during a corps commanders’
conference presided over by Army chief General Raheel Sharif at the General Headquarters in
Rawalpindi on May 5. “The conference also took serious notice of RAW’s involvement in whipping
up terrorism in Pakistan,” an Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) statement issued after the
meeting read.

Furthermore, a senior officer of the Sindh police also alleged in a dramatic news conference that
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45 Ismaili Shias executed

in Karachi bus shooting
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Indian military intelligence agency RAW trained the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) to create
unrest in Karachi. Calling the MQM more dangerous than the outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), SSP Malir Rao Anwar called for banning the party. SSP Rao paraded before the
media two ‘RAW-trained terrorists’ — Muhammad Junaid Khan and Tahir Rehan alias Lamba — and
claimed that they were affiliated with the MQM. Quoting from the ‘confessional statements’ of the
suspects, he said: “The MQM is involved in anti-state activities.”

RAW must not be allowed to use Afghan soil against Pakistan: FO

Meanwhile, Pakistan has asked Kabul not to allow India’s top intelligence agency to operate from
Afghan territory against Pakistan’s interest, Foreign Office said on Thursday. On their recent visit
to Afghanistan, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and Chief of Army Staff asked Afghan authorities to
stop the Research Analysis Wing (RAW) from creating unrest in Pakistan, said Foreign Office
Spokesperson Qazi Khalil. “Pakistan told Kabul that RAW must not be allowed to use the Afghan
soil against us,” Qazi Khalil was responding a question at a weekly Press Briefing at Foreign Office
today. To another question about alleged involvement of RAW in Pakistan’s unrest, Foreign Office
Spokesperson said there have been reports of Indian intelligence agencies’ involvement in
Pakistan’s affairs in the past as well. Regarding the Safora massacre which killed 45 members of
Ismailia community, Khalil said investigations are still going on and it is difficult to determine who is
behind this bone chilling incident.

The ultra-extremist Middle Eastern terrorist group, the Islamic State, and its affiliate Jundullah
claimed responsibility for the bus attack in Karachi. English leaflets left in the bus were headlined
“Advent of the Islamic State!” and used derogatory Arabic words, blaming the community for
“barbaric atrocities ... in the Levant, Irag and Yemen”. However, Foreign Office ruled out the
presence of Daish in Pakistan, backtracking on their earlier stance that the militant group poses a
threat to Pakitan “The terror outfit has no footprints in Pakistan but our security forces are alert to
meet any threat,” Khalil said in Thursday’s briefing. Earlier in February, Foreign Office said the
militant group poses a threat to the country. “The government is on alert to the IS threat in the
region,” Foreign Secretary Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry said while briefing the Senate Standing
Committee on Foreign Affairs in Islamabad at Parliament. The foreign secretary further said the
government has directed all concerned authorities to ensure that no organisation or individual
remain in contact with IS in the country.

KARACHI: At least 45 people were killed and 13 others wounded on Wednesday when armed
terrorists opened fire inside a bus carrying members of the Ismaili community near Safoora Chowk
in Karachi. Sindh Police Inspector General Ghulam Haider Jamali told reporters that 60 people
were on board the bus when six gunmen entered and executed 45 passengers. All victims were
shot from a close-range — in their necks and heads. Police officials said that there were no children
among the casualties. He added that the armed men used 9mm pistols and a SMG assault rifle in
the massacre. Police investigators suspect that the ammunition used in the attack was snatched
from policemen by terrorists who had gunned down DSP Fateh Muhammad Sangri and his guards
in Karachi’s Gulshan-e-Hadeed area earlier this month.

JUNDULLAH, IS CLAIM ATTACK:

Conflicting claims of responsibility emerged soon after the incident as both the Islamic State
militant outfit and Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan affiliated Jundullah attempted to take credit for the
attacks. Ahmed Marwat, a spokesman for TTP Jundullah, claimed responsibility for the attack. The
al Qaeda affiliated group that started off from South Waziristan has targeted Shia minorities and
foreign tourists in the past as well. In November last year, the group had pledged support to
Islamic State (IS). In the past, the proscribed group has claimed several attacks including a blast
near the Wagah border in November 2014 and the July 2013 attack on the compound of Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) in Sukkur. It has also claimed the several attacks on polio workers
across the country. Meanwhile, the IS claims, posted on Twitter, are set to raise fears over the
Middle East-based jihadists’ growing influence after they announced in January the creation of a
branch in what they called “Khorasan province”, encompassing Afghanistan, Pakistan and parts of
surrounding countries. “Thanks be to Allah, 43 apostates were killed and around 30 were wounded
in an attack carried out by Islamic State soldiers on a bus transporting Shia Ismaili infidels in the
city of Karachi,” the extremist group said in an Arabic statement.

THE ATTACK:

A survivor of the attack told police that the attackers entered the bus from the rear portion a few
minutes after its departure. She added that the occupants of the bus thought that robbers had
embarked on the vehicle. The assailants subdued the driver and separated (two) children from the
others, the victims said and added that, “They told the passengers to keep their head low. One of
the attackers situated in the rear side of the bus then ordered his associates to ‘shoot every one’
after which they indiscriminately targeted all passengers of the bus.” All attackers were speaking
fluent Urdu, according to the survivor. A rescue official quoted a victim as saying that the attackers
were dressed in police uniforms. At the city’'s Memon Hospital Institute, where most of the
wounded were rushed, crying relatives formed a human chain outside the main building to keep
onlookers away. A sobbing middle-aged man said: “I have come to collect the body of my young
son. He was a student preparing for his first year exams at college.”

The bus itself, which had been driven after the attack to the hospital, was blood-drenched and
riddled with bullet holes. Investigation Officer Tariq Jadoon said that some blue caps, which are
used by private security guards, have also been recovered from the crime scene along with 9mm
casings. “The gunmen stopped the bus and first fired at it from outside,” a policeman said. “Then
they entered inside the bus and open fire indiscriminately. After that they checked to see if anyone
was left uninjured.” “The bus had a capacity of 52 passengers but it was overloaded and dozens of
people were boarding it. Most of them were from (the) Ismaili community,” he added.
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POLICE SUSPENDED:

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah ordered immediate suspension of the area’s Station
House Officer (SHO) and Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP). “The SHO, DSP have been
suspended, we will find out whether the bus had security, whether they had asked for it or not,” the
provincial chief minister said. “If there is a security lapse, it will be investigated.” He announced a
compensation of Rs 500,000 each for the heirs of those killed in the massacre and Rs 200,000
each for those wounded in the attack. Shah also announced that the government will bear all
expenses incurred for the treatment of the victims. Wednesday’s attack was the second deadliest
in Pakistan this year after 62 Shias were killed in a suicide bombing in late January. Sources in the
police told Pakistan Today that in wake of serious security threats to the minority Ahmadiyya and
Ismaili Shia communities, the police had set up barricades around Al-Azhar Gardens and Country
Garden — the two apartment buildings hosting a large number of Ismaili and Ahmadiyya
communities.

Nawaz, Ghani agree on KABUL: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif promised coordinated military operations with Afghan forces
joint operations against to hunt down militants along their shared border, saying on a visit to Kabul on Tuesday that he
terrorists condemned a recent Taliban offensive. “Any effort by any militant or group to destablise
Afghanistan will be dealt with severely and such elements will be outlawed and hunted down,”
Nawaz said on Tuesday. “Coordinated operations will be planned and conducted on a mutually
agreed basis to target militant hideouts along the border.” He was speaking during a joint
appearance with Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, who has made improving relations with Pakistan
a priority since taking office last year. “I assure you, Mr President, that the enemies of Afghanistan
cannot be friends of Pakistan,” Nawaz said. “All sanctuaries, when found, will be eliminated by
direct action, and will be monitored by the existing mechanism,” he added.

Daily Times, May 13, 2015

Criticising the offensive by the Afghan Taliban, the prime minister said, “Continuation of such
offensive and attacks will be construed as terrorist acts.” “In case of any terrorist activity, both the
countries would take counter action in conjunction.” The Afghan Taliban announced the new
‘spring operations’ called ‘Operation Azm’ in April to target the ‘foreign occupiers’ and the Afghan
government. Nawaz said wide-ranging consultation on issues relating to the common challenges
and the significant opportunities ahead was held. “We agreed that peace and stability in the region
will remain elusive until the menace of terrorism afflicting the region is comprehensively
addressed.” The prime minister expressed confidence that Pakistan and Afghanistan would
succeed in rooting out the menace through their firm determination and by adopting a
comprehensive and coordinated strategy.

He said that Pakistan had the highest stake in a peaceful and stable Afghanistan. “We stand in
strong solidarity with Afghanistan. We both recognized that an enduring peace in Afghanistan will
be a distant dream, without an inclusive intra-Afghan reconciliation.” The prime minister reaffirmed
Pakistan’s full support for an Afghan-owned and Afghan-led peace and reconciliation process and
assured President Ashraf Ghani of making all possible efforts in this regard. He reiterated offer for
capacity building of the Afghan police, including training. Giving details of the talks with the Afghan
leadership, he said both the sides agreed to continue their bilateral relations by following the
principles of non-interference and not to allow their territories to be used against each other. He
said the most important principle was that Afghanistan’s enemies would be treated as Pakistan’s
enemies and those of Pakistan as Afghanistan’s.

Nawaz said both the sides discussed ways to realize the full potential of their “well endowed
reservoir of human and material resources”. Expanding trade, increasing investments, improving
infrastructure, building road and rail links, and enhancing energy collaboration came under
discussion, he added. The prime minister said he also stressed the need for fast-track progress on
trans-regional energy projects to advance the goal of greater regional integration. “I underlined
Pakistan’s resolve to further deepen our defence and security partnership with Afghanistan through
enhanced cooperation along the border and human resource development.” He also assured the
Afghan president of Pakistan’s continued engagement with regional and international processes in
support of his country. The prime minister said as co-chair of the Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process
during 2015, Pakistan would steer the process in line with the Afghan priorities and aspirations.

He said Afghanistan had a special place in the hearts of Pakistanis. “There are no other two
countries that have so much in common. We are friends. We are brothers. We have stood
shoulder to shoulder through every trial and tribulation.” He said the fraternal ties between the two
brotherly countries transcended the boundaries of time and space, reinforced by common faith and
cultural affinities. Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, while stressing further closer cooperation
between the two brotherly countries, said both had suffered due to terrorism, a common threat.
The spectre of terrorism had targeted the children in Peshawar and on Afghan soil and both the
countries had to confront it jointly, he added. President Ghani termed the enemies of Pakistan
those of Afghanistan.

Terror averted: Alleged MANSEHRA: Explosive material that was likely to be used for terrorist activity in the district was
militant arrested seized by police and intelligence agency officials in a joint raid on Tuesday. Seven IEDs planted in
N2 RN N YRSl Stationery boxes were also found. Mansehra DSP Zulfigar Jadoon told journalists one alleged
militant has been taken into custody and he is suspected to be a member of a banned outfit. DSP
said they got a tip-off and raided a house in Swatiabad, Bherkund and seized seven IEDs planted
in the same number of geometry boxes; two locally-made bombs; two hand grenades; three
kilogrammes of raw explosive material, ball bearings; six non-electric and one electric detonator; a
suicide jacket, two submachine guns with magazines; bullets and a dagger. A bomb disposal unit
officer said all the bombs, IEDs and the suicide jacket were neutralised. He added the IEDs in
geometry boxes were kept in a house surrounded by three private schools. He stipulated the
accused were planning to either target school children or plant the explosives on a roadside. The
suicide jacket, added the personnel, was filled with enough explosives to could kill over 100

National
Journalists
Forum

z ©2015 www.alhasan.com 4%
v




17

Police action: Five
suspects shot dead in bid

to rescue abductees
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New tactics: Police
establish ‘special unit’ to
investigate crime
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people.

SUKKUR: Five alleged criminals were killed during encounters with the police in Usta Muhammad,
Balochistan, and Bagarji near Sukkur in a bid to recover abductees on Monday. Led by Sukkur
SSP Tanveer Hussain Tunio, a police party conducted raids in the katcha areas of Usta
Muhammad in Balochistan. The police faced resistance from the kidnappers and in the resultant
exchange of fire, two suspects — Sattar Shaikh, the brother of wanted criminal Mir Shaikh, and
Latif Buriro alias Kana Buriro — were gunned down. The police also apprehended an injured
suspect and seized two Kalashnikovs and a cache of ammunition from the possession of the
deceased and detained suspects.

Tunio claimed that the police also raided the katcha area of Bagarji on a tip-off, where the police
shot dead three more suspects in another encounter. The deceased were identified as Karam
Shaikh, who has head money of Rs. 500,000, Najeeb and Haleem Buriro. The operation is being
conducted to recover kidnapping victims, including Saeed Chishti, a pilot for a private airline who
was abducted from Karachi over a month ago. According to police sources, the raids in Usta
Muhammad and Bagariji took place on the basis of information that the abductees were being held
captive in the border areas of Sindh and Balochistan.

ISLAMABAD: The capital police claim to be coming down hard on criminals as they are going to
establish a ‘Special Investigating Unit (SIU) which will enable them to maintain a database of
criminals. The police have decided to revamp the Crime Investigating Agency (CIA) and merge it
into the SIU, which would help them arrest criminals involved in various crimes, said CIA
Superintendent of Police Capt (retd) Muhammad llyas. “The basic objective of the revamping is to
reduce crime which is high in the city,” said llyas, who recently took charge of CIA. The official
explained that under the umbrella of SIU, different units would be functional. He added that a
profile of criminals would be made, fingerprint database of all criminals would be compiled and a
crime map would be available which will help the police officers trace any incident in their
respective areas. The official said so far records of 18,996 criminals have been compiled with their
complete history. Similarly, under the umbrella of SIU, a Google map would be made to identify
locations where different crimes take place to help police officers.

The official explained that the SIU will be divided into three sections: property crime, person crime,
and car-lifting crime, and each section will be headed by a DSP-ranked officer. DSP Bashir Noon
will head the property crime unit which will deal with cases of burglary and dacoity. The person
crime section will cover kidnapping and homicide cases and will be headed by DSP Naeem Malik
while the car-lifting cell will deal with cases related to vehicles’ theft and be headed by Inspector
Fayyaz Ranja. Currently, CIA is dealing with all such cases as well those of cheque dishonour,
land-grabbing, and other petty crimes. But cases of cheque dishonour, land grabbing and other
low-level crimes were transferred to respective police stations as CIA officers were making money
through these cases, explained the official, who took the initiative on the direction of Inspector
General Police Tahir Alam Khan. He said so far over 150 cases related to petty crimes have been
transferred to the relevant police stations. The official hoped that the SIU’s formation will help bring
down crime in the city.
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Govt taking all measures

to ensure energy security
Radio Pakistan, May 17,2015

IESCO introduces meter
reading through Andriod

phones
Pakistan Today, May 17,2015

IPPs see no threat from
coal, clean-energy

projects
The Express Tribune, May 17,2015

Alteration in economic

corridor plan rejected
Daily Dawn, May 17,2015
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The government is taking all possible measures to ensure energy security and sustainable
development in the country. According to official sources, in a bid to diversify the country's energy
mix, attention is being given to fast track development of Alternative and Renewable Energy
resources. The Alternative Energy Development Board (AEDB) has been pursuing the
development of renewable energy power projects through the private sector. As a result, more
than one billion dollars investment had been made alone in the wind energy sector in the last
couple of years.

Five wind power projects with a cumulative capacity of 255.4 MW were operational at the moment
and another eight wind power projects having a cumulative capacity of 429 MW were under
construction. Two bagasse based projects with a cumulative capacity of 52 MW were also
operational. It is being ensured that quality solar devices were imported into Pakistan so that the
consumers got value for money and Pakistan avoided market spoilage. The Government has built
a 100 MW solar plant in Punjab, as part of its plan of 1,000 MW from solar energy, so that it would
lead the way to large scale private sector investment in renewables in the country. Sources said
major initiatives now underway in terms of power generation, transmission system up-gradation,
LNG, diversified fuel based projects as well as alternative and renewable energy projects would
transform the landscape of the power sector within the next three years.

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Electricity Supply Company (IESCO) has launched the system of taking
meter reading of the consumers in Rawalpindi through Andriod mobile phone. This system has
been introduced in five divisions of Rawalpindi city including Satellite town, Westridge, Tariq Abad,
Cantt and Mareer. Sources said government had directed all electricity supply companies to
ensure meter reading of the consumers meters through digital system. The IESCO had decided to
utilise meters which were being used for taking reading of gas consumption. Over 300 meter
readers of Rawalpindi divisions were imparted training on this count. But this experience remained
unsuccessful. Therefore, IESCO authorities provided state of the art Andriod Samsung Glaxi great
prime 8-Mega pixel mobile to meter readers besides provided training to them how to use these
mobiles.

LAHORE: Independent power producers (IPPs) have voiced hope that their role will remain intact
in meeting electricity needs of the country despite the government’s efforts to increasingly rely on
coal to produce low-cost power as well as on renewable sources to balance the energy mix. At this
stage, the IPPs are not sensing any serious threat from coal and clean energy projects, a majority
of which have been kicked off with the assistance of China. They have some choices available to
remain an integral part of the country’s electric power system and emphasise their importance as
vital suppliers of electricity to the national grid. “A possibility does exist that many IPPs may switch
to coal in future, as this fuel is economical when compared with high-speed diesel, but it depends
on future circumstances,” commented Abdullah Yousuf, Chairman of the IPP Advisory Council,
while talking to The Express Tribune.

The slump in the international oil market, where crude prices have dropped about 50% since June
last year, is another reason for Yousuf to highlight the strong role played by the IPPs, though oil
prices may once again hit the previous peak. However, this will give the IPPs ample time to
reshape their priorities. Since many IPPs run on oil and natural gas and adequate power supply is
the immediate priority of the government, which has also started importing liquefied natural gas
(LNG) to bridge the shortfall, these plants will continue to provide cheap electricity compared with
the plants based on furnace oil and high-speed diesel.

Statistics suggest that total installed power production capacity in Pakistan is 23,664 megawatts,
of which about 15,823MW is available. In the total capacity, thermal power accounts for 16,000MW
or 67.62%. At present, around 30 IPPs are generating electricity mainly through diesel, furnace oil
and natural gas, but most of them do not run at full capacity. So far, coal-fired power plants and
wind power have minuscule shares of 0.3% and 0.2% respectively in electricity generation.
Nuclear power constitutes 3.3% of total generation capacity whereas hydropower has a share of
28.8%.

Industry experts believe that electricity demand in the country is increasing in the range of 10% to
15% depending on the needs of provinces. The Energy Planning Expert Group of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor programme has forecast that Pakistan’s electricity requirement will
reach around 31,895MW by 2020 at average annual growth of 7.8%. However, experts are of the
view that demand in the next 10 years will rise more rapidly and that will be a test case for the
government how it bridges the widening demand-supply gap. “By 2030, electricity demand is
expected to rise past 100,000MW and the country will be in pressing need of energy no matter
from which source it comes,” said Tahir Basharat Cheema, former managing director of Pakistan
Electric Power Company (PEPCO). The future of IPPs was not at stake, however, the key would
be to balance the energy mix in such a way that tariffs came down to affordable levels, Cheema
remarked.

QUETTA: A multi-party conference (MPC) rejected on Saturday any alteration in the master plan
of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and urged the federal government to stick to its original
route to maintain national unity.The participants of the conference, presided over by Awami
National Party chief Asfandyar Wali Khan and attended by the representatives of almost all
opposition political parties, categorically declared that any modification in the plan would make the
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project controversial like the Kalabagh dam.

The conference welcomed the expansion of economic ties between Pakistan and China and fully
backed the project and assured the people of Balochistan to support their struggle to protect the
coast and resources of the province. It said without participation of the Baloch people no progress
was acceptable in the country.A declaration adopted at the conference condemned those
elements who were using words like ‘anti-state’ for the people who raised voice for their rights and
said that rights of the smaller provinces would be protected by all means.Asfandyar Wali urged the
prime minister to implement the original plan, instead of making it controversial.He claimed that the
Baloch and Pakhtuns areas were being excluded from the project, but said: “We will not allow
modification in the route.”

Leader of the Opposition in the National Assembly Khurshid Shah said that the project was
important, but reservations over it were very serious. “It is our responsibility to act wisely to resolve
the matter amicably to satisfy the people of all four federating units, instead of safeguarding the
interest of a particular area.”"He claimed that if the project was properly implemented it would not
only stabilise the economies of Pakistan and China but also benefit Central Asian states.The PPP
leader regretted that the prime minister had been saying that some groups were obstructing the
project but actually his government was hindering the plan by trying to modify it.

Acting organiser of the BNP-M Senator Jehanzeb Jamaldani said: “We are not against progress,
but at the same time we did not want development which turned Baloch people into a minority
because development projects without the consent of natives would harm their interest.”National
Party secretary general Dr Yasin Baloch asserted that without Gwadar seaport and airport the
economic corridor plan was useless and emphasised that a short route should be adopted for the
project.Balochistan National Party (Awami) Asif Baloch lamented that the Baloch leadership was
not taken into confidence before signing the agreements related to the resources of Balochistan.
“Such accords are not binding on us.”

Ammal Kalmati of the BNP-M said he was an elected member of the Balochistan Assembly from
Gwadar, but the federal government did not take him into confidence before signing the
agreement. The only chief minister who was present at the signing ceremony belonged to Punjab,
he added.Maulana Mohammad Khan Sherani of the JUI-F, Reza Mohammad Reza (PkMAP),
Maulana Qadir Luni (JUI-Ideological), Jaffar Khan Mandokhel (PML-Q), Abdul Khaliq Hazara
(Hazara Democratic Party), Wahid Bazai (JUI-Sami), Bilal Anwar Kasi, president of the Balochistan
Bar Association, and Rahim Kakar, president of the Anjuman-i-Tajran declared that they would not
compromise on the original plan.They said the best and short route of the economic corridor was
Gwadar-Khuzdar-Quetta-Zhob-Dera Ismail Khan-Kashghar.The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf was
represented by Nawabzada Hamayun Jogezai at the conference.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan ranks at 113 out of 124 countries in the ‘Human Capital Index’ because of
its poor performance on educational outcomes, says the Human Capital Report 2015 issued by the
World Economic Forum (WEF).India at the 100th rank is among other poor performers such as
Nepal and Myanmar.Best performing countries in Asia and the Pacific region are Japan at the rank
of 5, New Zealand at 9, and Australia at 13.China and Indonesia come in the middle range of the
index ranking 64 and 69, respectively.The index is dominated by European countries with two
countries from the Asia and Pacific region and one from the North America region also making it
into the top 10.The leaders of the index are high-income economies that have placed importance
on high educational attainment and a correspondingly large share of high-skilled employment.

Scores for the Asia-Pacific region’s under-15 age group pillar are much higher compared to other
pillars, reflecting the region’s remarkable progress between generations. Over half of the countries
in the region have achieved near-universal primary school enrolment rates yet, on average, over
20 per cent of the region’s under-15 age group is not enrolled in secondary education. Among its
25-54 age group core working population, the average labour force participation rate is 81 per
cent.The index reveals several trends and challenges in the current education, skills and jobs
agenda and the future outlook for major economies.According to the report, many of education
systems are disconnected from the skills needed to function in today’s labour markets and the
exponential rate of technological and economic change is further increasing the gap between
education and labour markets.

LAHORE: Presidents of Habib Bank Limited and National Bank of Pakistan called on Punjab Chief
Minister Shahbaz Sharif on Friday and presented an offer to underwrite the project financing
amounting to Rs 84 billion for Punjab government’s 1,200MW LNG-based power plant at Bhikki,
Sheikhupura. This is the first of its kind project and the biggest project financing portfolio arranged
by local banks in the history of the country. Both the Banks expressed full confidence in the
commercial and economic viability of the project and called it an important initiative towards
alleviation of energy crisis. The Presidents of the banks expressed confidence in the leadership of
the Chief Minister Punjab and his team. They highlighted that completion of earlier projects in
Punjab in record time has given a lot of confidence to the banks and the Punjab government
enjoys high degree of credibility. They expressed confidence in the capacity of the Punjab
government. The Bank Presidents resolved to work with other financial institutions to raise the
financing in the shortest possible time to meet the stringent guidelines. The planned financing by
the banks is the single largest financing for an energy project which has been domestically raised.
The plant will be operated on imported LNG and shall start operation in 2017. Chief Minister
Shahbaz Sharif has said that the government has given a special package for providing relief to
the masses during Ramazan and implementation of this package will provide relief to the masses
in the real sense.

He said that a subsidy of Rs.3.5 billion will be given on the provision of flour at concessionary rate
during the holy month of Ramazan-ul-Mubarak and indiscriminate action will be taken against
hoarders and profiteers. He said that a comprehensive mechanism is being evolved for the supply
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of quality essential items, vegetables and fruits to the masses at concessionary rates and all
ministers, secretaries and elected representatives will play an active role for ensuring that the
benefits of Ramazan package should reach the common man. The chief minister said that no one
will be allowed to exploit the masses through profiteering and he will personally monitor
implementation of Ramazan Package. He said that no laxity or dereliction of duty will be tolerated
in the provision of relief to the masses. Shahbaz Sharif has said that the sale of substandard,
Haram and unhygienic meat will not be tolerated and the elements involved in this heinous trade
will be dealt with an iron hand and awarded maximum punishment. He also issued instructions for
carrying out legislation for declaring the sale of Haram and substandard meat as well as that of
dead and unhealthy animals as non-bailable offence and to enhance punishment for this crime. He
said that besides imposition of fine, deterrent punishment should be ensured to those involved in
this evil trade.

He was presiding over a high level meeting through video link at Civil Secretariat, today, which
decided to launch a crackdown in the province against the elements selling substandard,
unhealthy and Haram meat. The Chief Minister expressed extreme displeasure and reprimanded
the concerned ministers, secretaries and heads of institutions for not taking timely action against
those involved in this heinous business. He also inquired from concerned ministers, advisors,
secretaries and heads of departments about the measures taken by them for curbing this evil trade
and upon their unsatisfactory answers, expressed extreme displeasures over their failure to
perform their responsibilities efficiently. He said it is lamentable that Haram meat as well as that of
dead animals is being sold and the concerned authorities have not taken notice of this matter. He
said that curbing of this evil trade is a collective responsibility of the society. Shahbaz Sharif also
took strict notice of the use of poisonous waste of hospitals in the animals feed and ordered
indiscriminate action against the elements involved in it.

The Higher Education Commission (HEC) and Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC) have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding to collaborate for further strengthening of accreditation process for
engineering education in the country. HEC Chairman Dr Mukhtar Ahmad and PEC President Engr
Syed Abdul Qadir Shah signed the MoU. Dr Mohammed Rafiq Baloch, Director General, Quality
Assurance Agency, Mr. Awais Ahmad, Director General, Administration and Coordination and Mr.
Nasir Shah, Director Quality Assurance Agency were also present at the occasion. The MoU aims
to revamp and strengthen process of accreditation of programmes in Engineering Education
offered in all Institutions of Higher Education in Pakistan and to develop criteria for recognition of
programmes in Engineering Education at undergraduate and postgraduate levels, curriculum of
programmes and criteria for appointment of faculty. HEC will recognize only those programmes
that are accredited by PEC at undergraduate and postgraduate level. HEC has already signed
MoUs with different Accreditation Councils including Pakistan Council of Architects and Town
Planners (PCATP), Pakistan Bar Council (PBC), Pakistan Veterinary Medical Council (PVMC) and
Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PMDC) etc

ISLAMABAD: The federal government has set a deadline for the heads of power distribution
companies and asked them to recover all unpaid bills from private-sector defaulters by the end of
June. Earlier, the heads of these companies had committed to recovering all dues from the private
sector by signing a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Ministry of Water and Power,
say officials of the ministry. At present, government and private-sector consumers owe over Rs600
billion to the Pakistan Electric Power Company (PEPCO). Of these, provincial governments,
federal departments, K-Electric and Azad Jammu and Kashmir have to pay Rs250 billion whereas
t At present, government and private-sector consumers owe over Rs600 billion to the Pakistan
Electric Power Company (PEPCO). Of these, provincial governments, federal departments, K-
Electric and Azad Jammu and Kashmir have to pay Rs250 billion whereas the private sector,
including long-time defaulters, has to pay Rs350 billion. According to the MoU, the power
companies have to collect all unpaid bills from running defaulters in the private sector and make a
10% recovery from the defaulters whose electricity connections have been cut off up to June this
year. Apart from this, the collection of current bills will be improved up to 100%.

Payments to the Central Power Purchasing Agency (CPPA) will be made equivalent to the
recoveries after deducting a distribution margin. All surplus amount will be credited to CPPA
accounts. The MoU says transmission and distribution losses will be cut to the target set by the
National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) for June-end. NEPRA has set the
benchmark at 12.5% but average losses of distribution companies stand at 18%. The power
companies have failed to control theft, which is the main reason for the growing losses. In an
attempt to recover the losses from honest consumers who regularly pay their bills, the federal
government had pressed NEPRA to raise the benchmark to 15.5%, but the regulator refused.
Following NEPRA'’s denial, the Ministry of Water and Power issued show-cause notices to the
heads of five power companies for their failure to meet the commitment to reduce losses and
improve recovery of consumer bills.

According to the understanding between the government and power companies, the performance
criteria will be implemented and all customer complaints will be addressed to their satisfaction.
Disciplinary action will be initiated against company officers every quarter for showing poor
operational performance and having bad reputation. Rewards and incentives will also be offered to
the officers on a quarterly basis for achieving best performance. Meter reading through mobile will
be implemented in one division in the first phase. Adjustment and bill correction will be rationalised
and minimised to less than 0.01% of total bills. The private sector, including long-time defaulters,
has to pay Rs350 billion.

ISLAMABAD: President Mamnoon Hussain urged the National Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA) on Friday to improve the transmission line and electric infrastructure with the
help of private sector.The president was talking to a NEPRA delegation headed by its Chairman
Tariq Saddozai who informed him about authority’s performance and future plan.But, the
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president’s directive surprised a power ministry official who was reported as saying that there was
perhaps a misunderstanding about the role and responsibility of NEPRA. The official who did not
identify himself said that the work the president wanted NEPRA to do was beyond its range of
authority. NEPRA is a quasi regulatory body established under an act of parliament to work as an
independent authority. Its job is to balance the interests of various stakeholders, including the
government, the private sector and the consumer.According to a spokesperson for the Presidency,
Mr Hussain discussed matters relating to the performance of NEPRA and asked the delegation to
break the networks of corrupt elements in electricity generation and distribution sectors.

LAHORE: Punjab Assembly Public Accounts Committee-I has identified massive irregularities in
the affairs of Punjab Livestock and Dairy Development Board, including sale of livestock farms’
milk at Rs43 per litre that is far less than the market price.Opposition Leader Mahmoodur
Rasheed, presiding over the PAC-I meeting at PA Committee Room on Thursday, asked the board
administration to submit last three years’ detailed report about the ‘“illegal” appointments and
promotions as well as “purchases without tendering”.The meeting was attended by committee
members Sardar Waqas Moakal, Malik Javed Awan and Saira Iftikhar, besides livestock
department secretary and officials of finance and audit departments.During the briefing, the
meeting was told that the livestock farms’ milk was being sold at Rs43 per litre against the market
rate of Rs56 per litre.It was also informed that a number of officials in the department had been
promoted more than once in the last three years. Similarly, it was learnt that livestock department’s
animals were being sold and purchased without any tenders.

ISLAMABAD: Out of the 38 water filtration plants in the federal capital, eight are out of order,
State Minister for Parliamentary Affairs Shaikh Aftab Ahmed told the Senate on Thursday.In
response to a query from Samina Abid, he said repair work has been initiated and the filtration
plants will be made functional soon. He said that routine maintenance on the 38 plants has been
carried out annually. The sand and carbon filters have been periodically replaced as well as the
UV lamps, water taps etc, he said.Meanwhile, Senate Deputy Chairman Maulana Abdul Ghafoor
Haideri directed the ministries to ensure that the questions from the senators are answered in time.
In a written reply to a question by Sirajul Haq, Cabinet Division Minister said 20,000 applications
were received for allotment of flats in Sector 1-15 in 2005. Out of these, 4,078 allottees have not
taken their money back from CDA.The minister said the authority has decided to allot five marla
plots (25*50) in lieu of the flats in sector I-15. The development of a software for balloting is under
process.He said the price of plot to be allotted in lieu of flat is Rs 7930 per square yard on the
basis of actual development cost, plus land price assessed in PC -1 of the sector I-15. Accordingly,
the cost of a plot measuring 139 (25*50) square yards is Rs 11,022,70.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Climate Change Senator Mushahidullah Khan told the Senate on
Thursday that both hospitals and industries were violating environmental laws on the safe disposal
of hazardous waste.The minister was responding to a question from PML-N lawmaker Ayesha
Razaq Farooq on measures taken by the government to ensure proper disposal of hazardous and
hospital waste.“There are gaps as far as compliance is concerned both by hospitals and industries.
Pak-Epa is taking cognizance of such violations and pursuing legal action against the alleged
violators in the environmental protection Tribunal,” the minister added.Under the Pakistan
Environmental Protection Act 1997, the safe disposal of hazardous waste from hospitals and
industries in the Islamabad capital territory falls under the domain of the Pakistan Environment
Protection Agency (Pak-Epa).In its recent surveys, Pak-Epa found more than 60 small and big
hospitals dumping and mixing hazardous material such as blood and human body parts and
tissues from surgery rooms with municipal waste.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Health Department has arrested six quacks and sealed
10 laboratories in Dabgari Gardens and Afghan Colony on Thursday.A team of the Health
Regulatory Authority headed by deputy commissioner Riaz Mehsud carried out an inspection of
the laboratories at Dabgari Gardens and found that five of them had been operating without any
licence, posing risks to the patients.Another five laboratories were sealed in Augaf Plaza following
public complaints that these outlets had been providing incorrect reports of investigations in
collusion with doctors.A press release said the raiding team, including assistant commissioner
Mumtaz Ahmed and HRA inspector Mohammad Afzal, inspected clinics of doctors in Zargarabad
and Afghan Colony.Six clinics were sealed and cases registered against violators of the law, the
statement said, adding that more raids would be conducted against illegal health diagnostic
centres and clinics to ensure provision of better health facilities to the people.

Islamabad: Pakistan’s water woes, having multiple dimensions, are growing with the passage of
time because of mismanagement and natural and man-made factors.Experts have pointed out that
with 70 percent of freshwater supplies concentrated in three monsoon months only, one cannot
over emphasise the importance of storages for supplies of the remaining nine months.They said
increases in storage capacity to manage periods of low snowmelt and low rainfall are required, as
well as the rehabilitation of the distribution system to reduce losses as Pakistan is one of the most
water-stressed countries in the world, not far from being classified as water scarce, with less than
1,000 cubic meters per person per year.An official said apart from infrastructural issues, which are
deteriorating and posing serious consequences, the natural climate is also worsening due to which
Pakistan’s storages had lost 28 per cent of capacity before the Mangla Dam was raised to
replenish it by around 15 per cent. He said currently 1,080 cubic metres of water is available to a
single person in the country, compared to about 5,000 cubic metres in 1947. The official said at
present, Pakistan’s storage capacity is limited to a 30-day supply, well below the recommended
1,000 days for countries with a similar climate.

NOWSHERA: The Health Regularity Authority (HRA) has sealed 14 illegal clinics and laboratories
in Nowshera district. During the drive launched in collaboration with the anti-corruption police the
HRA sealed seven health centres in Jehangira, six in Risalpur and one in Sharin Koto,
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respectively. The team comprised inspector HRA Abbas khan, circle officer anti-corruption police
Taib Khan and ASI anti-corruption Mohammad Iftikhar.The drive would continue against all such
health centres, including clinics, laboratories, so-called doctors and dentists, who have not
registered themselves with HRA, official sources said.

LAHORE - A large number of WAPDA and LESCO employees continued their protest outside
LESCO Headquarters against the proposed privatisation of electricity distribution companies. On
the other hand the government has made commitment to the IMF of privatization of LESCO as well
as some other DISCOs next year. The protesters, who have been demonstrating for the last three
days, say they will not accept privatisation of the public utlity company at any cost.
Though the talks between Privatization Commission officials and workers are underway yet no
positive result is expected as the government had promised to the IMF for the sale of LESCO in
2015-16.

The general secretary of All Pakistan WAPDA Hydro Electric Workers Union Khurshid Ahmed
claimed that protests are being held by the workers all over the country including Pishawar,
Quetta, Islamabad, Pindi, Multan, Sukkar, Hederabad and several other cities against privatization.
The protesters adopted a resolution against privatization, urging the government to introduce
administrative reforms in all public enterprises including Railways, OGDC, PIA, PSM, instead of
selling them. Meanwile, the government and the International Monetary Fund have agreed on a
plan to end the power circular debt through tariff hike and privatization of DISCOs. Under the plan,
the privatisation of three distribution companies including Islamabad, Lahore and Faisalabad,
would be completed during the next fiscal year. The crux of the arrangement was that relatively
higher system losses would be built in the multi-year tariff to stop increase in debt and make it
attractive for private sector so that debt stock could be cleared through privatisation.

Reports said that the IMF had recognised that taxation remained a significant issue in Pakistan
even though tax-to-GDP ratio had been increasing for the last two years, but there was no quick fix
solution to further increase it without reforms. Pakistan’s tax-to-GDP ratio had increased from 9.9
per cent in 2012-13 to 11.2 per cent for this year based on latest evidence but the country was still
on the very low end when compared with countries which have 15-20 per cent tax-to-GDP ratio.
Pakistan needs to improve its tax base expansion significantly to ensure priority spendings for
infrastructure development and social sector protection. It was not important for the government to
issue 100,000 tax notices but it was important that these were issued to the right people and bring
more tax revenue and hence it was important to go for risk based audit. The government and IMF
had also agreed on the contours of the next year budget involving up to 4.3 per cent fiscal deficit
limit. IMF had lowered Pakistan’s expected growth rate for this fiscal year from 4.3pc to 4.1pc
because of lower private sector credit and lower than anticipated growth in Large-Scale
Manufacturing (LSM) even though construction and financial services sectors were doing well.
Around 40 per cent of total federal spending this year went to repayment of debt and interest
payment followed by 22 per cent on defence.

RAWALPINDI: There is enough water in Rawal and Khanpur dams but the residents of the
garrison city and cantonment areas are still suffering from water shortage.The Water and
Sanitation Agency (Wasa) and Rawalpindi Cantonment Board (RCB) cited electricity loadshedding
as the reason for water shortage as tubewells do not work without electricity.However, residents
refused to accept this explanation and blamed the shortage on mismanagement of water
distribution.PTI MPA Arif Abbasi of PP-13 constituency told Dawn that people in areas where the
PTI MPAs were elected are being victimised by the Punjab government.He said overhead water
tanks were constructed in Jhanda Chichi and Dhoke Elahi Bux to supply water to residential areas
but because of substandard construction, the tanks remained empty.The MPA said the residents
of Arya Mohallah, Dhoke Khabba, Committee Chowk, Kohati Bazaar, Khanna Road and adjoining
areas were facing acute water shortage but the civic body is not paying heed to requests by MPAs
and residents.Mohammad Bashir, a resident of Arya Mohallah, said right next to the Wasa offices,
residents are facing water shortage.He said people regularly bring water from the adjoining areas
on College Road.He said people of the area pay their bills to Wasa for water and sanitation but are
not getting anything in return.

Karim Raja, a resident of Dhoke Khabba, said that water was only supplied for 15 to 25 minutes a
day.“The local MPA and MNA are busy doing politics rather than raising their voices in provincial
and national assemblies,” he said.A senior Wasa official told Dawn that water was supplied to
many localities from tubewells as water from Rawal Dam was supplied to the cantonment areas for
which the agency received annual fee.When contacted, Wasa Managing Director Raja Shaukat
Mehmood said some areas were facing shortage because of electricity loadshedding. However, he
said the civic agency was providing water tankers to the affected localities so people could fill
buckets for immediate use.Meanwhile, in the cantonment, residents of Afshan Colony, Misrial
Road, Dhoke Hafiz and Naseerabad were facing water shortage. Water from Khanpur Dam was
supplied in some areas while other areas were facing acute water shortage.When contacted, RCB
elected member Hafiz Hussain Ahmed said once elected members take oath and assume office,
things would improve in cantonment areas.“The system in the cantonment areas will be changed
and a better supply system would be introduced in all areas. Public representatives are working
towards solving this problem on priority,” he said.

LAHORE: Two teenagers were injured in a gas cylinder blast in Mughalpura here on
Wednesday.Police said that 14-year-old Saqib and 17-year-old Billa suffered 15 to 20 per cent
burn wounds when a cylinder at a gas refilling shop exploded. They said the cylinder caught fire
from a nearby electricity transformer which emitted sparks.The injured were shifted to Mayo
Hospital where they were said to be out of danger.

MUZAFFARABAD - The UNESCO education department of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)
have agreed to promote girls education under the Malala Education Fund, for raising girls literacy
and education in Pakistan, local media reported. This was decided in a meeting between AJK
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Education Secretary Abbas Khan and UNESCO Country Director Vibeke Jensen on Wednesday.
Jonson told Abbas that Malala Fund will bear expenses of all reading material (books and note
books) of deserving children besides providing them a monthly stipend of Rs 500 per month to
each student in the backward and under developed areas of Azad Kashmir. UNESCO will initially
launch the programme in Neelum Valley’s Gurace, Hatain Bala’s Banamula and Muzaffarabad’s
Kayimanja and Saadpura union councils (UCs). Expressing his gratitude, Raja Abbas assured the
delegation of his full support and hoped that the initiative would prove a milestone for raising girl
literacy in the area. Khan said UNESCO would provide stationary and lunch to primary girls
students of the four UCs. Under the fund, boundary walls of vulnerable schools would also be
constructed. “The NGOs will get support to promote primary education and will be monitored by
the education secretariat,” he said. Khan added that in the first phase, the UCs would receive
funds for three years.

LAHORE: Different associations of compressed natural gas (CNG) station owners have become
divided over the issue of liquefied natural gas (LNG) supply to them. Universal Gas Distribution
Company (UGDC) and its shareholders are making efforts to win permission for the marketing and
distribution of LNG while office-bearers of the All Pakistan CNG Owners Association are looking for
LNG supply from Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL), The Express Tribune has learnt. In
Punjab, CNG stations have been closed for the past several months and the LNG supply dispute is
prolonging their sufferings. They have lost millions of rupees due to the closure. In March 2014,
Ghiyas Paracha, the Supreme Council Chairman of the All Pakistan CNG Association, said they
had planned to import LNG with their own resources and through foreign suppliers under the LNG
Policy 2011 in order to distribute it to CNG stations.

UGDC was trying to get a licence from the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA). It requested
SNGPL to allow it to ink an agreement for the marketing and distribution of LNG to CNG stations,
which was rejected on May 11. Paracha, who is the CEO of UGDC, said about 1,351 CNG station
owners had agreed to buy LNG from his company. Out of the total, 800 station owners had given
advance payments to make the closed stations operational. The amount paid by each of them
ranged from Rs500,000 to Rs1 million depending on the demand for imported gas. However,
SNGPL has refused to allow UGDC to distribute LNG to CNG stations, which was unjustified,
Paracha added.

All Pakistan CNG Owners Association office-bearer Hassan Syed said they did not want to buy
LNG from any broker or third party. “We want to receive LNG from SNGPL,” he said. Import should
be made by a government enterprise (PSO) under the Public Procurement Regulatory Authority
(PPRA) rules and it should be distributed via the SNGPL network to all CNG stations operating in
the country, Syed added. “SNGPL should distribute and transport the imported gas which was in
the interest of the CNG sector,” he maintained. “We were a registered company with 1,600
members, who were owners of CNG stations. The price of LNG provided by SNGPL would be
lower as compared to the private broker.” SNGPL would not allow any private organisation to
market LNG without getting a licence from OGRA, which was mandatory according to Rule 4 of the
Natural Gas Licensing Rules 2002, said an SNGPL official.

GUJRANWALA: A crackdown was launched on medical stores selling illegal and expired
medicines.District Coordination Officer (DCO) Azmat Mehmood ordered the assistant
commissioners, the prosecution department and police to take action against those selling illegal
and expired medicines.During the meeting of the quality control board, he asked EDO (health)
Saeedullah Khan to register cases against illegal medical stores and check manufacturing units of
two medicine companies.

OKARA: A gunman died by his own accomplices near Lahorianwala in the Chuchak police
jurisdiction late on Tuesday, District Police Officer (DPO) Faisal Rana told reporters on
Wednesday.The DPO said Chuchak Station House Officer (SHO) Muhammad Yousaf was
patrolling the area when he was alerted that four gunmen had struck some people near
Lahorianwala. The SHO with his team rushed to the spot and also called in reinforcement
predicting shootout.As they arrived in the area, gunmen started firing at police which was
retaliated. They taking cover of fire took refuge in crops. After sometime, when guns fell silent,
police found a body in the field, and the deceased was later identified as Yousaf Tahir, alias
Yousfim, of Pattoki. The other three fled the scene.The DPO said Yousfi was wanted by Kasur and
Okara police in about a dozens of heinous crimes cases.He said the gunman was killed by his own
accomplices.The DPO said 17 hardened criminals had died in police encounters, and among
them, four were killed while trying to escape police custody.He said police had moved district and
session’s court for a judicial inquiry as they were legally bound to probe the killing.

ISLAMABAD - Members of the civil society, academia, government functionaries, and political
party representatives, who banded together to demand free and quality education, advocate
reforms called for making education an electoral priority and give greater media coverage to
matters related to education in Pakistan. A one-day national conference on education reforms took
place in the capital on Tuesday. The conference aimed to unpack various issues effecting
education in Pakistan on Tuesday. The conference was organised by the Pakistan Coalition for
Education in collaboration with Ilm Ideas and the Pakistan Institute for Parliamentary Services and
featured multiple panel discussions taking into account various stakeholders perspectives on
education. At the conference, government functionaries touched upon the Provincial Education
Sector Plans, highlighting the work their governments were doing towards ensuring educational
attainment. “While we are aware of the budget deficit, we are working hard to bring all children in
school and ensure they receive access to quality education,” Idrees Azam from the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Elementary Department was quoted as saying. At the conference, a report was also
launched which unpacked the legislative aspects of the Right to Education bills across the nation.
The Right to Education, which was added to the Constitution of Pakistan as part of the
18th Constitutional Amendment in 2010, obligates the state to provide “free and compulsory
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education to all children of the age of five to sixteen years in such a manner as may be determined
by law” but has not yet been implemented in any of the major provinces or territories of Pakistan.
“25 million children are out of school. It is time we ask ourselves which way we are headed,” Faisal
Bari was quoted as saying on a panel featuring prominent civil society experts. “It is time to work
towards ensuring greater media coverage of matters related to education in Pakistan. “This would
be the most important reform,” argued Amir Jahangir, CEO of Mishal and served as the CEO of
CNBC Pakistan.

Political parties were also present at the conference and participated in a panel which called for
making education an electoral priority. The party representatives signed a resolution, urging all
education stakeholders to push for education reforms in Pakistan. The representatives included
Jan Muhammad Khan Achakzai, Nafeesa Inayatyllah Khattak, Aasiya Nasir, Meraj Humayun
Khan, Engineer Qamar Ul Islam Raja, among others — who represented various political parties.
The political party representatives unpacked various issues in their constituencies and elaborated
upon the parts of their party manifestos that deal with education, as well as highlighted
achievements in education done by their parties. At the end of the conference, a joint declaration
to implement Article 25-A was signed by parliamentarians representing Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N), Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaaf (PTl), Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F), Qaumi Watan
Party (QWP), Awami National Party (ANP), Pakistan Muslim league (PML) and Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (MQM). Article 25-A was added to the Constitution of Pakistan as part of the
18th Amendment in 2010, and obligates the states to “provide free and compulsory education to all
children of the age of five to sixteen years, in such a manner as may be determined by
law”. However, the amendment also devolved power to legislate on education issues to the
provinces, and thus far, no province or territory has fully implemented the Right to Education Bill.

SARGODHA: Around 500 camels have fallen a victim to a ‘mysterious disease’ in the last few
days at Noorpur Thal and adjoining areas.lt is learnt that these camels have died while grazing
gram at Noorpur Thal, Shah Hussain, Katimar, Shahuwala and Nawan Sagu (of Khushab district).
A camel starts shivering and expires within 10 minutes.The secretary livestock has sought a report
and sent a team for vaccination and diagnosis. The livestock department has set up health camps
in the area and appealed to the people to bring the affected camels to the camp for treatment. It
has asked people to avoid consuming camel meat.The team has taken the samples from stomach
and rectum of the affected animals and sent these for analysis.Noorpur is about 65 kilometres
away from Sargodha city and is an area of sand hills and camel is used for transportation and
considered a valuable animal. The death of 500 camels has panicked the owners, mostly
cultivators, as it is often used for cultivation and running wells.

MULTAN: Scores of owners and workers of CNG stations on Tuesday staged a demonstration
against the closure of their business for over six months.The protesters organised a rally from Pul
Mauj Durya to Nawan Shaher Chowk where they blocked the square for traffic. The protesters who
had come from Muzaffargarh, Dera Ghazi Khan, Layyah, Chowk Azam, Kabirwala, Abdul Hakeem
and Multan complained that the Punjab CNG station owners were being discriminated against
other provinces.The protesters said investment worth billions had been wasted as the CNG
stations in Punjab were allowed to operate for 60 days annually.

ISLAMABAD: Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) — a state-owned gas distribution and
transmission company — has expressed the intention that it wants to take control of liquefied
natural gas (LNG) supply to compressed natural gas (CNG) filling stations, a demand, if agreed,
will lead to an increase of Rs14 per kg in CNG prices. “SNGPL wants to take ownership of
imported LNG and the CNG sector should deposit money with the company for its supply,” an
official told The Express Tribune quoting a letter sent by the gas utility to the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Resources on May 11.

“This has upset the ministry as the demand is not in consonance with the decision of the Economic
Coordination Committee (ECC).” The committee had slashed sales tax on imported LNG for the
CNG stations in a bid to keep the gas 30% cheaper compared to petrol. Such incentives are for
the private sector and if SNGPL regulates LNG supply, the CNG stations will enjoy no concession,
instead they will have to pay Rs14 per kg more for the purchase of LNG. According to officials,
incentives were given to private-sector players like CNG pumps and fertiliser manufacturers in
order to meet their gas needs at an affordable cost.

“SNGPL cannot take such a decision on its own as it will violate the ECC'’s directive,” the official
said, adding the gas utility had already called on the government to determine the weighted
average price of LNG, which would also put the burden on those consumers who would not be
consuming it. Influential lobbies in the power and industrial sectors have also pressed the
government to calculate the weighted average price keeping in view the rates of imported LNG
and locally produced natural gas. Power producers have already refused to bear the cost of
expensive LNG and are also reluctant to open standby letters of credit for LNG imports. Earlier,
different stakeholders criticised the government for making it mandatory to import LNG through the
state-owned Pakistan State Oil (PSO). Two ships have been brought by PSO through spot
purchases on behalf of the private sector.

However, officials say Public Procurement Regulatory Authority (PPRA) rules strictly bar PSO from
spot purchases of LNG without competitive bidding. The private sector is no excuse as every
product is imported for the private sector through bidding. More than a dozen companies had
expressed interest in response to PSO’s invitation of bids last year. “SNGPL is a distribution
company and not an importer, on the other hand PSO has been designated an importer, but it is
for the government-to-government deal with Qatar and not for the private sector,” the official
remarked. At a press conference, Petroleum Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi clearly said the
private sector was not bound to import LNG through PSO and could buy the gas through its own
resources. The government is already facing hurdles in the way of payments for LNG supply and

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4%
v



25

Three burnt alive in
rickshaw fire
Daily Dawn, May 13,2015

‘Govt focusing on
treatment of fatal

diseases’
The News International, May
12,2015

PKMAP councillors to join

vaccination campaign
Daily Dawn, May 12,2015

Punjab CNG stations seem
inches away from
reopening

The Nation, May 12,2015

Govt sends 113 students
from Balochistan abroad
for higher education:

Senate told
Business Recorder, May 12,2015

4. ¥ 02015 www.alhasan.com
v

(<2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

has, therefore, failed to ink the deal with Qatar. However, the application of weighted average price
will help gas utilities to take control of LNG supply, which they want.

KASUR: Three people were burnt alive and six others suffered serious burn injuries on Tuesday
when the motorcycle-rickshaw they were riding caught fire after a head-on collision with a
motorcycle near Darbar Baba llam Din on Allahabad-Chunian Road in Chunian.Chunian City
Station House Officer Muzaffar Akram said the driver of the motorcycle-rickshaw tried to avoid a
snake crawling on the road. His sudden turn resulted in a head-on collision with the motorcycle. As
both vehicles overturned, petrol leaked out of the rickshaw tank and ignited a sudden fire.The
rickshaw had nine passengers, including driver Bilal, of Bhair Sodian, and they could not come out
of the rickshaw because of overloading.Among the dead included Ashig who died at the scene,
while minor Harum Fatima and driver Bilal died at Lahore General Hospital.Other passengers
Barkat Ali, Saima Bibi, Gulzar, Muhammad Salman, Muhammad Mushtaq and Sajid were rushed
to the Chunian Tehsil Headquarters Hospital in a critical condition to be referred to the Lahore
General Hospital. There is no burn unit in the district.According to SHO Akram, Saima Bibi, mother
of Haram Fatima, had suffered 85 percent burns, and Salman 100 percent burns and were in very
serious condition.Police also registered a case against rickshaw driver Bilal and motorcyclist
Muhammad Ayub. Of them, Bilal has died while Ayub did not suffer burn. He is under treatment at
the Lahore General Hospital and is out of danger.

LAHORE: Punjab Law and Finance Minister Mujtaba Shujaur Rehman has said to achieve the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the major focus of the government is on protecting
people’s health by strengthening Primary Health Care and Disease Preventive Programmes.He
said the government was focussing on treatment of chronic and fatal diseases like thalassemia.He
said the government was encouraging NGOs and educational institutions for organising
awareness events against fatal diseases like thalassemia.Talking to delegations of NGOs working
for the treatment and awareness of thalassemia on World Thalassemia Day, Mujtaba Shujaur
Rehman said the Punjab government provided 19 per cent additional budget for the provision of
health services.He said by increasing the health budget, the present government ensured modern
health facilities, free medicines and air-conditioning in general.The reformatory initiatives are being
introduced in education, health and other social sectors which resulted in providing relief to the
masses and improvement in their living standard and the present government is keen to uplift
socio-economic development of rural masses, he added.The minister said under the directives of
the Punjab CM, the public sector hospitals were being made modern and Rs 60 crore were being
using for dialysis facilities to the poor kidney patients.He said huge amount of Rs 8.75 billon was
being sent on the provision of free treatment and medicines to the poor and destitute in public
sector hospitals of the province.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister for Planning and Development Dr Hamid Khan Achakzai, who is a
leader of the Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party, said on Monday that councillors from the PkMAP
would accompany vaccinators in Qila Abdullah district and parts of Quetta and convince the
reluctant parents to get their children vaccinated against polio.At a meeting with the Coordinator of
the Emergency Operation Centre, Dr Syed Saifur Rehman, the minister said all efforts would be
made to make Balochistan a polio-free province.Dr Rehman told the minister, who belongs to Qila
Abdullah, a high risk area for polio, that several parents in his constituency had refused to get their
children vaccinated during previous campaigns. Various other problems faced by health teams
also came under discussion. Mr Achakzai noted that Chaman and Kuchlak were also difficult areas
for polio eradication efforts because of parents’ refusal to get their children vaccinated.“However,
the situation has been improving since the military and political leadership came on the same page
against the Taliban,” he said.The minister said that he had directed the local administration in Qila
Abdullah and Quetta to ensure success of polio drive. “We are committed to eradicating the
crippling disease from Balochistan.”

It seems that finally the All Pakistan CNG Association (APCNGA) and the government have finally
reached some understanding about the opening of CNG stations in Punjab as Chairman CNG
Association has started praising the government for ensuring reopening of gas stations.
CNG stations have not yet opened but as per CNG Association they are expected to be back in
business within this week. The announcement made by petroleum minister to open CNG stations
across Punjab during this week has gone down very well with the masses and CNG operators,
said Captain (Retd) Shuja, central chairman APCNGA. In a statement issued here today, he said
that decision will provide relief to tens of millions of people, provide jobs and affordable fuel to
transporters. He asked the CNG operators and those who have removed CNG kits from their
vehicles to prepare for using environment friendly fuel. The leader of the CNG sector said that
government has been cooperating in transporting LNG to the CNG stations. The Nation whereas
has learnt that CNG Association had been demanding share in domestic gas that was not
accepted by the government apparently. Both the parties are now claiming that the gas provided to
the CNG stations would be LNG based. But if the government allows opening the CNG stations for
5 days a week then it is not possible to run the sector just on the left over LNG of power sector and
the government must have to provide share from domestic gas in that case.

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Education Muhammad Balighur Rehman Tuesday informed the
Senate that 113 students belonging to Balochistan province were sent abroad for higher education
on scholarships during the last five years. In question hour he said around 46 students will proceed
till September 2015 Balighur Rehman said that HEC has taken a number of steps to control and
eliminate plagiarism in higher education in the country. He said HEC has developed plagiarism
policy to control plagiarism in the country and circulated to all stakeholders and universities for
compliance. He said plagiarism complaints received at HEC are forwarded to concerned
universities for investigation. He said recently many such cases have been settled through HEC
Plagiarism Standing Committee and 34 faculty members were black listed.
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The federal government is considering introducing changes in Public Procurement Regulatory
Authority (PPRA) rules for spot purchasing of LNG, a move likely to be challenged in the courts.
Under the existing rules, competitive bidding is required for tenders to make the process
transparent. A senior officer of Auditor General of Pakistan (AGP) on condition of anonymity told
Business Recorder that spot purchase is allowed on limited local procurement for one time only.
However, LNG involves a huge purchase volume, and frequent and continuous supply which does
not fall within the purview of spot purchasing as defined in the PPRA. He hinted that AGP office is
observing the situation closely. Minister for Petroleum and Natural Resources, Shahid Khagan
Abbasi, reportedly said; "We are also going to import LNG through tendering for which
international competitive bidding will be held...Ministry has also proposed amendment in PPRA
rules for spot purchasing of LNG". The Ministry of Petroleum argues that spot purchasing is in the
national interest as in the years to come LNG price will further decline.

Sources in PPRA said that an agreement will be made with certain international companies for
spot purchase of LNG. This agreement will be placed on the website of Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Resources and PPRA website in its entirety under which all parties will be able to import
LNG through spot purchase. Transparency International Pakistan (TIP) in July 2013 wrote a letter
to the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources urging the government not to circumvent the
existing rules under PPRA in the LNG import. In finance, a spot contract, spot transaction, or
simply spot, is a contract of buying or selling a commodity, security or currency for settlement
(payment and delivery) on the spot date, which is normally two business days after the trade date.
Economic Co-ordination Committee (ECC) of Cabinet on April 23, 2015 defined LNG as a
petroleum product, instead of natural gas, to bypass the legal requirement of public hearing by the
regulator for its pricing. According to the new arrangement, RLNG will be treated as a petroleum
product and its pricing can be carried out in line with the prevailing practice for petrol/diesel pricing
on a monthly basis.

HYDERABAD: Water and Sanitation Agency (WASA), Hyderabad, employees on Monday
threatened to disrupt water supply to the city in protest against non-payment of their salaries and
dues and the relevant authorities’ indifference towards their other issues.Organised by Hyderabad
Development Authority’s Mehran Workers Union, a demonstration was held by WASA employees
outside the local press club where participants carrying banners and placards raised slogans
against their managing director, senior HDA officials and the district administration.Speaking to
them, Rasheed Shaikh and Aslam Abbasi, the vice president and general secretary of the union,
respectively, criticised Commissioner Asif Haider Shah, Deputy Commissioner Fayyaz Ahmed
Jatoi and the provincial authorities concerned for not paying heed to their repeated calls for
payment of salaries and dues to WASA employees.They warned that all five filter plants in
Hyderabad would be shut down on Tuesday to stop water supply to the entire city if seven months
salaries of around 1,100 employees and four months salaries of another 1,300 employees, as well
as pension of 450 retired workers were not released.

They also demanded regularisation of contractual workers and acceptance of other demands put
forward to the Wasa managing director long ago.They said that the Wasa MD would refer them to
the deputy commissioner whenever they approached him in connection with their demands.They
said that the DC never intervened on the ground that he lacked the powers to address the
issues.The union leaders claimed the Wasa MD did not have the ability to run the agency in an
efficient manner and called for his immediate removal.Referring to the April 20 meeting with the
DC, they claimed that the district chief had assured them that the pending salaries and pension
would be released to the aggrieved employees within 10-12 days but this did not happen.In sheer
disappointment, they said, they had taken the painful decision to shut the Hala Naka, Paretabad,
Latifabad and two Jamshoro filter plants from 10am on Tuesday till a settlement of their issues.
They said the sewerage pumping stations would not be shut down during the protest.

LAHORE - Pakistan has finalised its case against India over construction of 330MW Kishanganga
Hydroelectric Project (KHEP) and 850MW Ratle Hydroelectric Plant (RHEP) in occupied Jammu &
Kashmir, and is ready to put it for international arbitration. The authorities however are yet to
decide whether the case against the controversial projects should be put before neutral experts to
be selected by mutual consent of two water commissioners or Hague-based permanent court of
arbitration. Indus Water Commissioner Mirza Asif Baig, talking to TheNation confirmed the case
would ‘soon’ be filed for settlement. The Indus Water Commissioner of Pakistan has already
declared that the talks on the said two projects with Indian Water Commissioner have failed to
arrive at any conclusion.

Despite serious objections on the design, the Pakistani side however is so far willing to resume the
talks on three other controversial projects which the neighbouring country is building on River
Chenab in occupied valley. These are: 1,000MW Pakal Dul, 120MW Miyar and 48MW Lower
Kalnai hydropower projects. A government official mentioning India’s past record of being inflexible
viewed that Pakistan at last would have to seek international arbitration on the rest of three
projects too. The Pakistan commissioner has raised serious objections on the design of all these
five projects and termed them a gross violation of Indus Water Treaty.

Kishanganga project is designed to divert water from the Kishanganga River to a power plant in
the River Jhelum basin. It is located 5km north of Bandipore in occupied Kashmir.
India started construction on the project in 2007 and it is expected to be completed in 2016 while
the work on Ratle project at River Chenab has also been started by India. In 2010, Pakistan
appealed to Hague’s court against the construction of KHEP and in February 2013, Hague ruled
that India could divert a minimum of water for their project. The court gave its final award on
December 20, 2013, wherein it allowed India to go ahead with the construction of the dam.
The final award specifies that 9m3/s of natural flow of water must be maintained in Kishanganga
River at all times to maintain the environment downstream. “We have objection on the depth of
spillways of the Kishanganga dam and other dams at the Chenab River, as India cannot do this
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under the Indus Water Treaty,” said sources. India is violating the treaty and terms specified by the
court’s verdict in the construction of the Kishanganga dam, and, therefore, Pakistan has decided to
go for international arbitration on the dam and also on Ratle project, they added.
The officials sources believe the objections raised by Pakistan are logical in the light of the treaty
and they are hopeful of winning the case against India. They say: Apart from adverse impact to be
caused by Kishanganga dam on Pakistan’s irrigation system and energy sector schemes, it would
have devastating effect on biodiversity and ecosystem in Neelum Valley. The volume of water in
the part of river on the India-held side is 10 times higher than that in Azad Jammu and Kashmir
territory Therefore, its diversion will wreck havoc on the environment of the valley.
Pakistan had been raising objections on Indian projects since they were started by the
neighbouring country. However, India has no intention to remove Islamabad’s reservations by
modifying the designs of the projects rather it finalised bidding of three power projects and work is
in progress on the fourth one — Ratle Hydropower Project. The Kishanganga project is almost
complete.India is using delaying tactics in talks with Pakistan as it had done during the
construction of Baglihar Dam. Under the provisions of the Indus Water Treaty 1960, the waters of
the eastern rivers, Sutlej, Beas and Ravi, had been allocated to India and the western rivers,
Indus, Jhelum and Chenab, to Pakistan except for certain uses allowed to India which included
generation of hydropower but without altering the water flow. Some water experts in Pakistan
believe that India has carved out a plan to generate 32,000MW electricity on the Pakistani rivers
and will have the capacity to regulate the water flows that are destined to reach Pakistan. It is
being considered by them that the proposed projects of India would drastically impact the water
flows in the Chenab which irrigates most of the land in Pakistani Punjab, the food basket of the
country.

LAHORE: A new mobile phone application has been launched in Lahore to preserve crime scene
within an hour of the incident.Hundreds of policemen had been trained for collecting evidence in
heinous cases within an hour of the incident, said Capital City Police Officer (CCPO) Amin Wains
on Monday.The application called “Golden Hour” and its tool kits have been prepared with the
collaboration of police investigation wing, Punjab Information Technology Board and a cellular
company.SSP Investigation Rana Ayaz Saleem briefed the participants on the application, saying
initially five kinds of crime, namely bomb blasts, murder, robbery-cum-murder, kidnapping for
ransom and rape, were included in the golden hour project.He said all the officers in charge of
investigations were directed to reach the crime scene within an hour and cordon off the scene to
collect all the evidence, including blood spots, finger prints and explosive material. The SSP said
the investigators had been directed to take photographs and film the crime scene to preserve the
evidence and send it the CRO branch through Mobilink 3G service. He said all the heads of
investigations, investigating officers and admin officers could access CRO branch to check
National Database and Regulatory Authority (NADRA) data, call data, location tracing, record of
stolen vehicles, and excise record of registered vehicles, adding that investigation tool kit had been
introduced for the application.DIG Operations Dr Haider Ashraf, SSP Investigation Rana Ayyaz
Saleem, SP CIA Umer Virk, divisional SPs, representatives of the Punjab Information Technology
Board and Mobilink representatives were present.

RAWALPINDI: The long wait is over. After a six-month break, the CNG filling stations will resume
sale next week.However, it is still not clear for how many days a week or hours a day the filling
stations will operate.The government took the decision to reopen the stations after drastic
reduction in the use of natural gas in the summer and the arrival of the LNG shipment from Qatar.
After suspending gas supply to the CNG stations in November last year to meet the demand of the
domestic consumers, the government had promised to reopen the outlets in March. However, it
didn’t keep the promise for one reason or the other. Later, it announced that the gas supply to the
filling stations would resume after Qatar supplied LNG to the country.Though the first Qatari LNG
shipment arrived in the country in March, the CNG stations didn’t get gas, prompting the owners to
protest.Last week, representatives of the CNG dealers met Petroleum Minister Shahid Khagan
Abbasi and persuaded him to announce a share for their outlets in the next Qatari LNG
shipment.Now when another LNG shipment is arriving, the CNG owners said the cheap fuel would
be available to the motorists from next week. “The prices of LNG will be 30 per cent less than
petrol and the government will issue a new price list for the LNG-based gas stations,” CNG
owners’ association president Pervaiz Khan Khattak told Dawn.He said the LNG shipment would
arrive at the Karachi Port within 24 hours after which the supply would be restored to the filling
stations. The LNG-based CNG filling stations are likely to open five days a week and the natural
gas-based CNG stations two days a week. However, the government has not yet issued any
notification in this regard, he added.

On the other hand, CNG association leader Gayyas Abdullah Paracha said in the twin cities about
50 per cent CNG stations would be open as their owners have already made payments for LNG.
He said the remaining 50 per cent owners were observing the new development“To import LNG,
the CNG filling station owners established the Universal Gas Distribution Company. More than
1,300 CNG owners are the shareholders in the company. The remaining station owners will also
become part of the company soon.”He said there were some issues pending with the SNGPL to
supply LNG through pipelines. “The government will resolve the pending issues soon as per
assurance of the petroleum minister,” he said. However, most of the CNG station owners were
confused over the new system. “Mostly people do not trust the newly-formed private company as it
demanded Rs2 million from the CNG filling station owners in the name of security,” said Ahsanul
Haqg, a CNG filling station owner at Sadigabad.He said there was also no clear government policy.
“The petroleum minister announced to supply gas to the CNG stations but there is no notification
about the prices of LNG,” he said. In many areas, CNG filling stations have switched to selling
petrol or being converted into shopping malls. “We closed the CNG station after the imposition of
the Gas Infrastructure Development Cess and increase in the CNG prices,” said Mohammad
Khalid, a CNG station owner in Chaklala.“The price of LNG is less than CNG and petrol but the
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government is yet to announce the prices of LNG,” he said.

KARACHI: Water has become a precious commodity in the city as the crisis is getting worse by
the day amid the tussle of K-Electric (KE) and Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB).
Consequently, a large number of citizens have been deprived of their basic human right of clean
potable water. Having monopoly over electricity distribution in the city, the K-Electric has started
ridiculing Supreme Court ruling of providing uninterrupted power supply to KWSB pumping stations
along carrying out extra- and prolonged load-shedding in the city making the life hell to exist.
KWSB Spokesperson Nazeer Mateen said that KWSB was making all out effort to provide water to
the citizens across the city including the people living in uphill areas such as Baldia Town, Orangi
Town Surjani Town and North Karachi. “Load-shedding and low-voltage electricity at pumping
stations of Dhabeji has created great trouble in pumping. We are already managing half of the
supply against the demand. Furthermore, uphill areas are being provided water through free tanker
service as Hub Dam has also been dried up because of no or very low raining for a long time,” he
said.

A press release of KWSB on Tuesday said total 285 tankers had been provided in the uphill areas
in two days, where millions of people reside. Surely, other large population is becoming target of
high rates demanded from water tanker drivers. One could think how much water through tankers
could be provided in densely populated areas and how much difficulty people would be facing in
hours and every day. A tanker owner, Zaheer, who drives his own water tanker, said he had to
bring water from far-flung area after recent water crisis; therefore, he has to charge fuel cost also.
In other parts of the city, the situation is no better. Many areas do not have KWSB water lines and
other many areas do not have water in the pipelines. The KWSB blames lack of funds and on the
other hand there is no check on huge corruptions in government departments which is an open
secret. There is no planning in the government departments to cater the future water demand of
the city. K-IV, 650 mgd water project, if came into existence anyhow would be unable to cater to
need of the city as its demand would rise more until then and who knows what shape the KE-
KWSB fight is going to take in future.

ISLAMABAD: Two out of five filteration plants in sectors 1-10/2 and 1-10/4 have been dysfunctional
for last several months making it difficult for residents to get filtered drinking water.There are three
filtration plants in Sector 1-10/2, one of them situated on Chambeeli Road has been out of order for
over one year.Similarly another one in 1-10/4 out of two plants is non-operative for last six
months.Residents of the sectors Sunday complained that there was need of more filtration plants
in proportion to the population, but regretfully two of the existing ones were out of order. Long
queues at the functional three complemented the demand for installing more.They, however,
criticized the Capital Development Authority (CDA) for its apathy for not making the out of order
plants functional.Asim Mehmood, resident of sector 1-10/2, told APP that he used to fetch drinking
water from the Chambeeli Road plant located near his home, but now he had to travel for over a
kilometer to reach another plant.He said with the rise in temperature, consumption of water had
increased. Water plants, except those installed beside a tank, remained closed in day, therefore
long queues of people were seen in the morning and evening, he added.He demanded of the
Capital Development Authority to insall more water filteration plants, besides making the existing
ones functional.Ayesha, student of Islamabad Model College for Girls (IMCG) 10/4, said the
college had no proper arrangements for clean drinking water. "Students used to get filled their
bottles from the filtration plant situated in front of the college. But the plant has been out of order
for last around eight months and the students have to drink unhygienic tap water," she added. —
APP

PESHAWAR: The provincial health department will set up health camps to strengthen routine
immunisation as well maternal and child health in southern districts with focus on polio
eradication.The provincial government is facing problems in areas located close to Fata as the
districts near Khyber, South and North Waziristan agencies, where the virus has been in
circulation since 2012, have transmitted poliovirus to local children. To cope with the virus
circulation, a 9-month programme is being launched in Dera Ismail Khan, Bannu, Lakki Marwat,
South Waziristan Agency, FR DI Khan and Tank to improve routine vaccination programme and
safeguard children against poliomyelitis.Besides immunisation, child promotion and development
are also components of the programme.A similar programme carried out in Bajaur Agency had
showed improvement in immunisation and mother and child health indicators due to which the
provincial government is replicating the same project through the Prime Foundation.The
foundation also executed the project in Bajaur Agency in 2012 after which the vaccination rose
from 27 to 89 per cent.The geographical block will be covered by permanent health camps where
specialist doctors from Peshawar Medical College, Bannu Medical and Gomal Medical Colleges
will provide consultative services to the children and women. Under the programme, the provincial
government will be collaborating with the Prime Foundation.Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has recorded
nine of 22 polio cases registered in the country during 2015. It has been in global spotlight for
being home to poliovirus. In hard and difficult areas, the local staff wasn’t able to vaccinate the
local as well as children coming from nearby Fata.

Under the programme, to be finalised in a meeting on Tuesday, the patients will be offered
incentives in the shape of free medicines, diagnostic services and checkups to encourage them to
visit the health camps.Sources said that the government realised that door-to-door campaigns had
not been successful in eradication of polio and decided to adopt a strategy that had been tested
previously.So far the provincial government was carrying out vaccination on its own and it would
be first time to enter into agreement with a private sector professional organisation to deal with
immunisation and mother and child health, they said. Social mobilisation, prevention and creating
awareness about diseases among the local people were also parts of the camps.Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, which started injectable polio vaccination last month, immunised children in high-
risk union councils in Peshawar and Bannu and it wanted Prime Foundation to administer IPV to
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children in designated districts, sources said.South Waziristan and Lakki Marwat have recorded
one polio case each while Tank registered two polio cases in 2015. The programme is aimed at
improving immunisation and control nine vaccine-preventable childhood ailments. “Date for the
proposed programme is yet to be announced,” Dr Saeed Anwar, director maternal and childcare
immunisation project, told Dawn.He said that they would support government in healthcare
provision to the people of the area with focus on immunisation. According to him, the project will be
implemented in consultation with the communities where patients will be entitled to free tests,
medicines and consultation.

SAHIWAL: Around 60 cases have so far been registered against chemists during a drive against
the sale of substandard and spurious medicines or drugs without doctor’s prescription.This was
stated by MPA Adnan Farid, vice chairman of Chief Minster Special Task Force on Drugs, while
talking to the media at the office of district coordination officer (DCO) on Sunday.Mr Adnan said
the task force had conducted raids in the jurisdiction of the Yousafwala Police Station and arrested
one Saifur Rehman who had 2,500 such injections as were used by addicts.He said action had
been taken against Rehman under the DRAP Act 2012.The briefing was attended by the district
coordination officer and district police officer and executive district officer (health).

LAHORE: The Lahore General Hospital (LGH) has started liver cancer treatment at its
‘Interventional Neuro-Radiology Department’.Senior radiologist Dr Muhammad Farooq, under the
supervision of department head Dr Umair Rasheed Chaudhry, took the initiative and treated liver
cancer through TACE i.e, angiography of liver.An official handout issued here on Sunday declared
that the LGH was the only state-run hospital in the country which had started the liver cancer
treatment.Post Graduate Medical Institute and Lahore General Hospital principal Prof Anjum Habib
Vohra said in a statement that the development was the direct outcome of the research-based
policy.“Earlier, such treatment was being provided in some private hospitals only,” he said adding
that the LGH had established the first Stoke Centre in Pakistan to provide the liver cancer
treatment and this facility would be available to the poor and other segments of society.Dr Farooq
said the liver cancer was generally diagnosed in hepatitis patients and it could be cured
successfully through modern technologies like RFA and TACE if it was detected timely.He said
that a number of liver procedures, including PTC, PTBD and stunting, were being carried out at the
LGH.

QUETTA: Militants blew up a main gas pipeline in Tali Mat area of Dera Bugti district on Saturday
night, suspending supply to the Sui gas purification plant from Pirkoh gas field.Levies officials said
that saboteurs planted explosives under the 24-inch diameter pipeline and detonated it by remote
control. A big portion of the pipeline was destroyed in the explosion.However, supply to the
purification plant from the gas field continued through other pipelines.

ISLAMABAD: The District Health Department Islamabad will start a week long anti-dengue
campaign in the rural areas of the Federal Capital from Monday.In charge District Dengue
Surveillance Cell, Dr. Najeeb Durrani said in a statement issued here that 11 anti-dengue spray
and fumigation teams have been constituted for carrying out anti-mosquito spray and sampling of
larva under the supervision of district health department. The campaign would focus on three
important areas including community mobilization, sampling and fumigation, elimination of
breeding places. The Health Department has also trained the participants of anti-dengue teams in
a training session held here on Sunday.Dr. Durrani further informed that teams of Revenue
Department, Local Government and Rural Development, and union councils, ICT would also be
assisting health departments teams in anti-dengue measures. Besides this, 300 lady health
workers are starting door to door campaign to mobilize and educate the community about the
preventive measures against dengue. Seminars would be held at Rural Health Centers to create
awareness in the community and pamphlets would be distributed. Sanitary Inspectors would carry
out fumigation at the public places. The staff of union councils has been directed to ensure special
cleanliness and timely disposal of solid waste in each union council. - APP

ISLAMABAD: The environmental pollution especially garbage scattered at several places is
putting health of buyers and sellers at risk at the Fruit and Vegetable market known as 'Sabzi
Mandi'.A buyer told APP here on Sunday the concerned departments responsible for cleanliness,
security, parking and price control are not fulfilling their responsibilities.The entire market spread
over almost a sector is filled with garbage, rotten vegetable and fruits making it a very hard for
buyers.A number of employees have been hired to maintain cleanliness but they are hardly seen
carrying out their responsibility.Footpaths along the roads have been occupied by the stall holders
while most of the shopkeepers have extended their shops and displayed different food items on
the footpaths, said Mazhar Abbas who visit this market twice a week to purchase fruits and
vegetable.He said the stall and push cart holders have even occupied the main road causing
problems for both traffic and pedestrians. No officials of the concerned department bother to
remove them from the site, he added.During rains, buyers have to face more problems because of
mud and garbage.

Another buyer, Ishag Khan complained several fruit and vegetable sellers wash their products with
polluted water without any check.While no price list is displayed by the vendors and they charge
price of fruits and vegetable at their own. Brawls between sellers and purchasers are a routine
matter, he added.About security arrangements, the District Administration has time and again
directed the in charge police post to ensure foolproof arrangements by installing walk through
gates for the security of people. However, one or two cops are deployed and they too disappear
after the busy morning session."l have seen a few policemen deployed for the security and ensure
traffic flow but vendors again occupy the footpaths and open spaces as they leave the area," Ejaz
ul Haq, a resident of nearby | 10 Sector pointed out. Jahangir Khan, a vendor informed this agency
that there was no entry schedule of trucks and other vehicle to unload their goods in Sabzi
Mandi.These trucks can enter at any time causing traffic problems for the people, he added. - APP
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