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NEWS HEADLINES

Temperatures Drop In

Plains
DAWN News, May 10, 2015

Counterfeit Medicines

Vended In Karachi
The News Tribe, May 9 2015

Scattered Rain-
Thundershowers With Dust-
Storms Predicted During

Coming 4-5 Days
PMD, May 8, 2015

Pakistan Needs Trained
Volunteers To Cope With

Natural Disasters
Business Recorder, May 7, 2015

Development Helped A Lot
After Floods, Earthquake:

Shahbaz Sharif
Dunya News, May 7, 2015

Australian FM Announces
$19m Aid Package For

4. %2015 www.alhasan.com
v

L CALAMITIES

DETAILS

LAHORE: Maximum temperatures in the plains of the country dropped two to three degrees
Celsius on Saturday 9" May, because of the opening spell of the fresh westerly wave that
generated light rain and strong winds in many cities. The trough of westerly wave is affecting
western, central and upper parts of the country and is likely to move northeastwards during the
next 24 hours. It remained hot and dry in Lahore. Strong wind in the evening nevertheless
provided some relief to the people. The maximum temperature dropped from Friday’s 43 degrees
Celsius to 41.2 degrees Celsius.

The Met department said it would remain partly cloudy with chances of dust-thunderstorm in the
city in the next 24 hours. Rain-thundershower with dust storm is expected at scattered places in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (Malakand, Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, Mardan, Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan
divisions), Fata, Northeast Balochistan (Quetta, Zhob and Kalat divisions), Islamabad, Punjab
(Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Lahore, Sargodha, Multan, Bahawalpur and Dera Ghazi Khan
divisions), Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan. A dust storm is also expected in Sahiwal, Sibbi and
Sukkur divisions in the afternoon. Meanwhile, Garhi Dupatta received 8mm of rain, Lasbela 7,
Drosh, Parachinar and Rawalakot 6(each), Mirkhani, Islamabad 3(each), Chitral 2(each), and
Kotli 1.

KARACHI: Billions of rupees of counterfeit medicines are being vended in the different markets
in Karachi, report of Pakistan Drug Regulatory Authority (PDRA). International donors’ eschewed
usage of Pakistan made medicines for the victims of natural disaster and North Waziristan
displaced persons of Pakistan. They preferred to import medicines from abroad. Whereas nine
countries of the world including Sri Lanka, Kenya and other African countries have put embargo
on the import of Pakistani medicines.

According to a drug inspector of Pakistan Drug Regulatory Authority that, internationally the
standard of Bangladesh and Indian made medicines is much better than Pakistani ones. He said
that approximately four hundred factories are producing counterfeit medicines in Pakistan. But
even no attention was paid to the decreasing standard of medicines produced by licensed
companies. He said that smuggled drugs are as dangerous as counterfeits are. All these
medicines are being vended in the renowned pharmacies of Pakistan including Karachi.
Moreover, the employees of big organizations are compelled to purchase these medicines.

Met Office predicted scattered rain-thundershowers with dust storms in the country during next 4-
5 days. Met Office informed that a westerly weather system is likely to enter the country on
Saturday and expected to prevail in the country till mid of the coming week. Under the influence
of this weather system rain-thundershowers associated with dust-storms are predicted in
Islamabad, Punjab (Multan, D.G. Khan, Bahawalpur, Rawalpindi, Sargodha, Faisalabad,
Gujranwala, Sahiwal and Lahore divisions), FATA, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (Peshawar, Kohat,
Malakand, Mardan, Hazara, D | Khan and Bannu divisions), Balochistan (Quetta, Zhob, Kallat,
Sibbi and Nasirabad divisions), Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir from Saturday to Wednesday with
occasional gaps. Dust-thundershowers are also expected at isolated places in Sindh (Mirpur
Khas, Sukkur and Larkana divisions) on Saturday and again on Monday/Tuesday. The farmers
of Punjab, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and FATA are advised to take necessary precautionary
measures for harvesting wheat crop during the period.

ISLAMABAD: A ceremony was held here at Pakistan Red Crescent Society national
headquarters in connection with World Red Cross/ Red Crescent Day, being observed all over
the world under the theme ‘Our Principles in Action’. Addressing the ceremony, Minister of State
for National Health Services, Saira Afzal Tarar said that Pakistan being the disaster-prone
country needs trained community volunteers to cope with the natural and man-made disasters.
She said that selflessness is the main spirit of volunteerism and it must be flourished under the
teaching of Islam and every volunteer should follow the teaching of Holy Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (PBUH). The minister said that over the last several decades, the Red Cross and
Red Crescent societies have provided assistance to millions of vulnerable people of the world.
She added the volunteers of PRCS have also contributed immensely during times of disasters
with an aim of helping those in need, being the first to reach the scene of disaster and the last to
leave.

MUZAFFARGARH: Chief Minister (CM) Punjab Shahbaz Sharif said on Thursday that Tayyip
Erdogan Hospital in the city is a gift for the people of Punjab where protest and tire burning will
not be a norm. CM Punjab said that development work had helped a lot after floods and
earthquake. He quoted Tayyip Edrogan as saying that he will keep on helping his Pakistani
brothers, reported Dunya News. Addressing the people at the inauguration of Tayyip Erdogan
Hospital, CM Punjab Shahbaz Sharif said that the 100-bed hospital is a gift from Turkey. He said
that that hospital would soon be upgraded to accommodate 500 beds and will dispense free
medicines.

Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan addressed the crowd via video link and said that Turkey will
help Pakisan with help of its own resources. Slogans of Pak-Turkey friendship were also raised
at the occasion. Shahbaz Sharif also gave Turkish President an invitation to visit Pakistan on the
occasion.

ISLAMABAD: Visiting Australian Foreign Minister Julie Bishop announced a $19 million aid
package for Pakistan that includes help for border areas hit by conflict and natural disasters.
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Pakistan
Daily Times, May 7, 2015

Third World To Be Hit First

By Climate Change
Disasters Created By Richer

Nations
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Bishop made the pledge during a two-day visit to Islamabad, where she is holding talks with her
Pakistani counterpart Sartaj Aziz on efforts to counter militancy, the future of Afghanistan and the
reported rise of the Islamic State group in the region. The aid package includes $8 million to help
restore infrastructure damaged by floods and conflict in the restive northwest and southwest, and
around $8 million to support a trade initiative in partnership with the World Bank. It has not yet
been announced where the remaining assistance will be spent.

The Australian foreign minister said the two countries “have common interests in countering
transnational crimes including drug- and human-smuggling”. Bishop said she would also
encourage Australian tourism to Pakistan, which has been battling an insurgency for over a
decade. “People-to-people links are important and of course we want to see Pakistan as a safe
and secure environment so that you can engage international visitors,” she said. Sartaj Aziz, the
Advisor to PM on National Security and Foreign Affairs, briefed the visiting dignitary on
Pakistan’s relations with neighbouring India and Afghanistan. She is expected to meet Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif and Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Gen Raheel Sharif today. “My visit and
meeting with Pakistani leaders is aimed at discussing the growing strength of our bilateral
partnership and important regional and international issues,” Bishop said in a statement on her
arrival. Bishop will also deliver a speech on women’s empowerment and gender equality issues
in order to highlight the support of the Australian government to Pakistan in this regard. The
audience of her speech will include senior government officials and lawmakers. The Australian
foreign minister would moreover visit Lahore today and meet with Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz
Sharif.

She is also scheduled to inaugurate a project funded by the Australian government. The foreign
minister's visit comes nearly two months after Pakistan and Australia agreed to enhance
cooperation in the field of defence and security, including military training. A statement issued by
the Foreign Office had earlier said, “Pakistan and Australia will explore the possibilities of further
strengthening the existing ties - especially in trade, investment, agriculture, education, sports and
defence. There will be renewed focus on elevating economic engagement and boosting bilateral
trade.” Addressing a joint news conference along with Australian counterpart, Adviser to PM on
Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz said Pakistan and Australia enjoy excellent relations, which are based
on mutual respect and shared interests. He said the two sides have agreed to further consolidate
the existing friendly people to people contacts, underpinned by the presence of eighty thousand
strong Pakistani diaspora and around 13,000 Pakistani students in Australia. He said our talks
focused on the need for regular political exchanges between the two countries including high-
level visits. “We feel that exchange of parliamentary visits is important.” He said Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif will visit Australia this year or early next year. Appreciating Australian development
cooperation programme for Pakistan, Aziz said Pakistan intends to strengthen interaction with
Australia in agriculture, livestock and water resource management. “We want both the countries
to focus more on sports and culture.” The adviser said both the countries share common
perceptions in combating terrorism. He said, “We have resolved to continue our cooperation in
countering terrorism and transnational crimes.”

Australian Foreign Minister Julie Bishop said her country attaches great importance to its
bilateral relations with Pakistan. “We have long been friends and want to diversify cooperation in
different fields.” She said her country has strong and long-standing defence relations with
Pakistan. She said it is vital for the region that both Pakistan and Afghanistan work together to
manage the porous border and effectively fight the menace of terrorism. When asked about
Australian-India civil nuclear cooperation, she pointed out that her country is a powerhouse and
wants to export energy to the world. She said currently both Australia and India are negotiating
the deal. She however said her country will extend the facility to India under strict controls. On
the issue of Kashmir dispute, Bishop admitted the issue needs to be resolved. She said her
country will encourage both Pakistan and India to resolve the dispute through negotiations.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change, Senator Mushahidullah Khan, Wednesday,
expressed resentment over non-serious attitude and lack of responsibility by the rich polluting
countries in tackling global warming. Addressing the national Consultative workshop on
environment, climate change, biodiversity, land degradation, ozone depletion, urged the
developing countries like Pakistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal and other Asia-Pacific countries to
stand united against double standard of the rich nations and force them to pay for the global
environmental damages and global warming, which is afflicting the economies, people and
biodiversity so dangerously. The sad truth is that the poorest countries including Pakistan, Nepal
and Bangladesh on the planet will be hit first and hardest by ‘now unavoidable’ climate change,
he warned saying, “During the last decade it is poor counties like Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh,
Philippine, Honduras, Myanmar and Thailand that have been most battered by the climate
change disasters including floods, storm and cyclones.”

He was addressing a seminar jointly organized by the Ministry of Climate Change and Global
Environment Facility (GEF), which is a partnership for international cooperation where 183
countries work together with international institutions, civil society organizations and the private
sector, to address global environmental issues. “It is matter of grave concern for developing
countries like Pakistan that they have been left out to cope with climate change-induced
disasters, particularly floods, cyclones, hurricanes, sea-level rise, landsliding, and river erosion.
Whereas, the rich countries continue to increase pace of global warming by increasing their
carbon emissions,” he said. Mushahidullah Khan said rich countries have achieved economic
growths at the cost of environment and for this purposes exploited natural resources, particularly
water, forests, land in unsustainable and cruel manner. “Though these rich countries are now
raising slogans of sustainable development and green development and pushing the poor
countries to cut their carbon emissions, protecting environment, planting more trees, shift
towards clean and renewable energy from fossil fuel burning for energy purposes.
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Skymet Forecast: Heavy

rains likely in Pakistan soon
Sky Met Weather, May 6, 2015

Pakistan: A Disaster-
Resilient Sindh - Islamic

Relief
Prevention Web, May 4, 2015

Pakistan Pushes To Put
Stalled Climate Policy Into

Action
Thomson Reuters Foundation, May 4,
2015
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Pakistan has been reeling under very hot conditions for a while. However, a brief respite from the
hot weather is likely as there is going to be a western disturbance (WD) moving across Pakistan
from the 9th of this month. The WD is likely to cause thunderstorms accompanied by rain and
strong winds, which will help in bringing the temperatures down. However, there are chances of
moderate to heavy rains in some parts of Pakistan which could lead to flooding and inundation in
those areas. So, the people in Pakistan are suggested to take precautions particularly in north
Pakistan and the hilly areas. The WD is likely to cause thunderstorms accompanied by rain and
strong winds, this will help in bringing the temperatures down. However, there are chances of
moderate to heavy rains in some parts of Pakistan which could lead to flooding and inundation in
those areas, particularly in north Pakistan and the hilly areas.

The WD is likely to cause thunderstorms accompanied by rain and strong winds, this will help in
bringing the temperatures down. However, there are chances of moderate to heavy rains in
some parts of Pakistan which could lead to flooding and inundation in those areas. As of now,
the temperatures are settling close to 44°C mark and heat wave conditions are prevailing over
most parts of the country with heat wave in isolated pockets. The WD and its induced cyclonic
circulation will start affecting Pakistan from the 9th and will recede by the 12th and clearance will
be on the 13th. The WD will be in northern Pakistan and its induced cyclonic circulation will be in
central and adjoining west Rajasthan. WDs originate in the Caspian Sea and the Mediterranean
Sea as extra tropical storms. A Western Disturbance is a low-pressure area or a trough over
surface or the upper-air in the westerly winds regime, north of 20°N, causing changes in
pressure, wind pattern and temperature fields.

New Islamic Relief research and a roadmap to resilience have added momentum to disaster
risk reduction in Sindh, Pakistan: The research into disaster vulnerabilities and capacity in
Sindh — a province that is particularly prone to both flooding and drought — was launched at
Islamic Relief Pakistan consultation held last month. The workshop included the director
general of the Provincial Disaster Management Authority, UN agencies, as well as national and
international NGOs and members of civil society. It aimed to bring decision-makers together to
minimise the risk disasters pose to the people of Sindh. Islamic Relief's interim head of
programme Summaya Sajjad explained how the study assessed community and institutional
engagement and what they do when disasters strike. “We also want to identify the challenges
and issues faced by the government and communities at the time of disaster,” she said. “As
well as the steps communities take to overcome the losses sustained in three districts:
Sanghar, Dadu and Thatta.”

Far-reaching impact of disasters: Sharing the key findings of the study, our area programme
manager, Sajjad Khan, pointed out the far-reaching impact of disasters. Livelihoods, health and
living conditions are badly affected, and people may be traumatised by the experience, he said.
In the drought-hit areas covered by the study, essential groundwater has been depleted by 30-
40 feet. With no easy way to access water sources, malnutrition and disease outbreaks were
rife among poor communities. Whilst most community efforts focused on disaster-response, the
research revealed, these were not informed by knowledge of community-level initiatives or
emerging practices to prepare for disasters and reduce their impact when they occur. “Almost
all of the communities relied on institutional support for these systems,” said Sajjad Khan,
“which made them highly vulnerable, due to the low probability of recovery and preparedness
resulting from institutional dependency.”

A roadmap to resilience: Our disaster risk reduction and climate change specialist, Shahid
Kazmi, presented a roadmap for disaster risk reduction in the province. An essential step
forward will be creating community-led initiatives through capacity-building training, as well as
developing local institutional structures and mechanisms for community integration. The
director general of the Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA), Salman Shah,
welcomed the roadmap and emphasised the need for an integrated approach to disaster risk
reduction in Sindh. “Sindh faces serious challenges in the form of increasing food insecurity,
climate change, droughts, and the declining capacity of provincial social service institutions,” he
said, urging organisations to work together with government and civil society, and pledging the
support of the PDMA.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's provinces will create committees to oversee reductions in carbon
emissions and support climate change adaptation, in a push to implement a long-stalled national
climate policy. Under an agreement reached at the first meeting of the National Climate Change
Policy Implementation Committee in late April, climate change sections will be established within
the federal Planning Commission and the five provincial governments as well as Pakistan-
administered Azad Jammu & Kashmir, to coordinate climate change policy and funding. The new
provincial committees are due to send initial plans to the federal government by May 5. "Such
plans will be forwarded to the recently established international Green Climate Fund, in an effort
to win funding to implement them," said Senator Mushahidullah Khan, federal minister for climate
change. Pakistan's national climate change policy (NCCP) was formulated in 2012 but has
remained unimplemented, in part because of political crises and the government's focus on
fighting terrorism. The new committees mark an effort by the federal government to enlist the
regions in implementing the policy.

The policy outlines some 120 actions for climate change mitigation and adaptation. Water
conservation, flood-resilient infrastructure and the development of climate-resilient crop varieties
are considered particularly urgent. The provinces have also agreed to update the climate change
ministry periodically on their progress, and to provide details of the financing mechanism
required to implement the policy actions by May 23. Sardard Adul Nabi, senior chief for energy at
the Sindh provincial Planning and Development Department, said all of Pakistan was being
affected by the negative impacts of rapidly changing and erratic weather. "No provincial
government can afford to ignore such weather patterns, and (we) need to make all socio-
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economic sectors adaptive to them," Nabi said. Sindh is particularly vulnerable to river flooding
and rises in sea level, he added. Mushahidullah Khan, who has been minister for climate change
since February of this year, said in an interview on the sidelines of the April 23 meeting that the
federal government could not cope with climate change by itself. "Since all the actions proposed
in the NCCP will have to be implemented in the provinces, the provincial governments need to
act now in the light of the policy recommendations," he argued.

Arif Ahmed Khan, the federal climate change secretary, said Pakistan needs to become more
resilient to climate impacts in a range of areas, including water, agriculture and livestock,
forestry, energy, transport, industry and urban planning. All are key to efforts to build sustainable
development, and all are vulnerable to the effects of climate change, he said. (Reporting by
Saleem Shaikh and Sughra Tunio; editing by Laurie Goering)
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PDMA KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA SPECIAL REPORT AS OF MAY 4, 2015

DAMAGES CAUSED BY RECENT TORRENTIAL RAINS/ HAILSTORM ON APRIL 26, 2015

On the 26th of April 2015 at around 1900 hrs an unpredictable cyclone/hailstorm with heavy thunder showers hit different areas of
districts Peshawar, Charsadda & Nowshera. As per the official statement of the Pakistan Meteorological Department, the department had
not issued a forecast for the cyclone-like thunderstorm as it is rare in this part of the country and could not be predicted well before time.
The torrential rains/hailstorm caused damages both to life and public/private infrastructure. The following figures are initially reported by
the district administrations:

DEAD/INJURED TOLL
Deaths/causalities report did not vary during the past 24 hours and all figures as following remained the same as reported yesterday:

District Died Total Injured Total

Male Female Children Male Female

Peshawar 12 19 31 69 78 56 203
Charsadda 6 5 11 - 12 9 21
Nowshera 4 3 7 - 20 23 43
Grand Total 22 27 49 69 110 88 267

PDMA’S RESPONSE:

Swiftly responding to the situation, Director General PDMA activated code red of the Provincial Emergency Operation Centre and called
all officers and officials to report to PDMA office immediately. All concerned district administrations were alerted at 1904 hrs though SMS
and Director General along with Officers/ officials responded to the calls received in Provincial Emergency Operation Centre, PDMA.
Through subsequent SMS and calls the district administrations were asked to immediately convey their relief requirements. Various
stakeholders like, Pakistan Meteorological Department, Local Govt: Department, Irrigation Department, Divisional/District Administration,
and District Disaster Management Units of the concerned districts were taken on board and active coordination was established to
respond to the disaster. PDMA’s Provincial Emergency Operation Centre Contact Nos. (091-9213845 and 091-9213959) were fully
operationalized and kept on air on various news channels for speedy redressal of complaints and grievances of the affectees. Information
was being collected/disseminated to and from various stakeholders for quick and timely response. Director General PDMA and all staff
performed duties till 05.00 A.M. the next morning. On the following day, teams were constituted to visit the affected areas for preparation
of comprehensive report and to monitor the relief activities. PDMA is currently collecting data regarding damages caused to life and
property which will be consolidated for grant of all kinds of relief and compensation to the affected people. Other activities undertaken by
PDMA and DDMUs are listed under table 6 infra.

ESTABLISHMENT OF PDMA RELIEF CAMPS:

PDMA with the assistance of humanitarian partners established 06 relief camps in severely affected areas of Peshawar, Charadda and
Nowshera Districts. Survey teams have conducted door to door assessments and distributed food vouchers/tokens among the affected
households. The households were informed about food distribution points and the collection process has already started. Although relief
activities were initiated the very next day i.e. April 27, 2015. However, PDMA was constantly receiving complaints from general public
regarding nonavailability of relief goods and items. PDMA decided to supervise the distribution of relief goods itself. Four monitoring
teams were also constituted to further streamline and oversee the distribution process. Director General PDMA visited all the relief camps
and supervised the relief activities. PDMA’s warehouse is fully operative and actively engaged in dispatching relief items to the relief
camps. So far the following activities have been undertaken at the relief camps;

Activity Camp/ Mouza/ Area Caseload
Distribution of 89 Food Packages / mixed food Yaseenabad, Peshawar
Distribution of non-food items i.e. 89 plastic mats

Distribution of Food Packages / mixed food and Pakha Ghulam, Peshawar 150
150

Distribution of non-food items i.e. 150 plastic mats

Distribution of 260 food packages Wahid Ghari, Peshawar 2-5-2015 260
Distribution of 260 mosquito nets

Distribution of 115 food package / mixed food Taru Jabba, Nowshera 115

Distribution of non-food items including 115
mosquito nets and 115 plastic mates

Distribution of 255 food packages / mixed food Wadpaga, Peshawar 255
Distribution of 255 mosquito nets

Distribution of 164 food packages/mixed food, Tarkha, Shabgadar, Charsadda 3-5-2015 164

plastic mates and mosquito nets
Grand Total 1,033

PDMA has engaged humanitarian partners for further assessments to distribute vouchers/tokens in affected people in rain hit areas to
distribute food and non-food items. This activity will be completed within three days. PDMA will start another round of distributions by
establishing more distribution camps in other rain affected areas to provide relief items to the hailstorm affectees once vouchers/token
distributions and reassessment is completed in other affected areas. PDMA teams are closely monitoring and supervising the
reassessments and verification of district administration damaged infrastructure assessments.

INFRASTRUCTURE RELATED DAMAGES NEEDS ASSESSMENT SURVEY:

PDMA has provided 47 volunteers to District Administration, Peshawar (30), Charsadda (10) and Nowshera (7) for detailed Damage
Need Assessment Survey. Volunteers along with revenue staff are conducting door to door surveys and taking photographic images to
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assess and verify the damages that have been reported. Final report will be made available once finalized by district administration.
INFRASTRUCTURE RELATED DAMAGES
District Name of Moza/Area Houses Damages
Fully Partially
Peshawar Survey completed. Verification in process

Charsadda Survey completed. Verification in process

Nowshera Jalozai, Qasam, 91 1,064
WazirGhari, Zakhai,
Chowki Drab, Banda

Mulhan, JalozaiMahal,
Banda Sheikh Ismail, Kuri
and

KandiTaza Din

PDMA has mobilized teams of humanitarian workers/volunteers in all three districts for detail assessment and verification of infrastructure
related damages

Revised Compensation Policy

Compensation policy has been revised by the competent authority under which special compensation package has been announced as
per details given below

Category Special Compensation Rate (PKR)
Dead 300,000

Full Damaged House of two rooms and above 100,000

Fully Damaged one room and fallen boundary wall 80,000
Fully Damaged one room only 50,000
Fallen Boundary wall only 30,000

FUNDS AVAILABILITY & DISBURSAL OF COMPENSATION AMOUNT

Additional funds amounting to Rs.36.500 million have been released to the district administration Peshawar, Charsadda and Nowshera
as per detail given below:

Name of District Funds Released (in Million)

Deputy Commissioner, Peshawar Rs. 25.500
Deputy Commissioner, Nowshera Rs. 6.400
Deputy Commissioner, Charsadda Rs. 4.600

Details of death compensations are as under;

District No. of Cheques Issued Amount per

Cheque

Peshawar 28 300,000 8,400,000
Nowshera 7 300,000 2,100,000
Charsadda 300,000 1,800,000
Grand Total 12,300,000

Total Amount Disbursed (in Rs.)

Other Relief Activities/Actions by PDMA/ District Disaster Management Units (DDMUs)
Activity Action By
Distribution of 880 Tents, 100 Blankets, 100 Hygiene Kits & 100 Mosquito Nets PDMA Through DDMU Peshawar
Distribution of 150 Degs on 26 & 27th April PDMA Through DDMU Peshawar
Distribution of 350 Food Packages DDMU Peshawar
Distribution of 21 Degs DDMU Charsadda
Tents & Food Packages Distribution DDMU Charsadda
Distribution of 30 Degs on 27 — 29th April DDMU Nowshera
Distribution of Tents & Food Packages DDMU Nowshera
Supervisory Visits by DG & other PDMA Teams to affected areas of Peshawar Division PDMA
District Administrations put on high alert PDMA

Emergency declared in Hospitals DDMUs Concerned
Source:PDMA/ http://pdma.gov.pk/recent_updates/Special%20Report%200n%2004.05.2015.pdf/ Published on May 4, 2015
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

Securing Punjab: CM says LAHORE: The Punjab Safe City Project is of great significance with regard to securing citizens’
safe city project has great lives and properties, Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif said on Saturday. He was chairing a meeting
significance

The Express Tribune, May 10, 2015

convened to review progress on the constitution of the Special Protection Force. Security
arrangements for the upcoming tour of the Zimbabwe national cricket team, expansion of the Elite
Police Training School, progress on the Punjab Safe City Project and the law and order situation
in the province were also reviewed on the occasion. The chief minister said cities would be
secured under the Punjab Safe City Project by employing state-of-the-art technology. He said
work on this account should be prioritised. Sharif said the steering committee should regularly
review all matters related to the project and take immediate steps to address relevant issues.

He said the expansion of the Elite Police Training School was the need-of-the hour. Sharif said a
new campus equipped with state-of-the-art technology would be established at Bedian Road. He
said a District Elite Police Force Group would also be constituted. Sharif said the cabinet
committee should ensure immediate implementation of steps needed to be taken regarding the
school’s expansion. He said a report on this account should be submitted in one month. The chief
minister said the 10,000 personnel-Special Protection Force was being constituted to guarantee
foreigners’ security. He said work on this account should be carried out on a war footing. Sharif
said recruitment of officials to the force should be done on merit through the National Testing
Service. He said the provision of modern training for them should be ensured. The chief minister
ordered the constitution of a sub-committee of the cabinet committee tasked with reviewing the
implementation of steps taken with regard to the force and devise suggestions.

Sharif ordered the police and district authorities to ensure that foolproof security arrangements
were made for the Zimbabwe National Cricket Team. He said a four-tier security cordon should
be established on this account. Sharif said alternative routes should be earmarked to ensure the
smooth flow of traffic during the team’s tour. He said it was imperative to raise public awareness
regarding alternative routes. A one-minute silence was observed for those killed in the helicopter
crash in Naltar. Home Minister Shuja Khanzada, Law Minister Mujtaba Shujaur Rehman, former
law minister Rana Sanaullah, Provincial Assembly Member Zaeem Qadri and several senior
bureaucrats were also present at the meeting.

Mayor of Quetta calls on chief minister

The resounding victory of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz in the recent Cantt elections is the
result of its commitment to serving the public, Sharif said. He said Friday’s helicopter crash in
Naltar had saddened the entire nation. The chief minister expressed grief over the incident and
said the government equally shared the grief of the families of the deceased. Quetta Mayor
Kaleemullah Khan said the chief minister had put the province on the road to progress and
prosperity. He said the people had acknowledged Sharif's “round-the-clock hard work.” He said
there had been a marked improvement in the education, health, infrastructure, transport sectors
in the province and citizens’ living standard was improving. Khan said Sharif’s vision of serving
the people distinguished him.

i le] i dlgle Wedgl g H0 Sle] [[-RET M LAHORE: A team, comprising 240 policemen, was formed on Saturday to arrest proclaimed
formed to arrest POs offenders (POs). A ceremony was held at Qila Gujjar Singh Police Lines in this regard.
The Express Tribune, May 10, 2015 Operations DIG Dr Haider Ashraf, SSP Operations Muhammad Baqair Raza, SP Headquarters
Umar Saeed and the 240 ‘Soft Cops’ attended the event. “The Soft Cops should ensure that all
POs in 489/F cases are arrested. This will help police win back people’s confidence,” he said. He
said that the team had been given the target of arresting 100 POs in a week. He said the team
should verify the names of POs by contacting complainants in the cases filed against them.
“Standard operating procedures for the team have been finalised. All facilities will be provided to
members of the team. The crime rate will decline if the POs are arrested,” he said. Ashraf said
that the performance of the team members would be monitored during weekly meetings. He said
that corruption would not be tolerated in the department.

lllegal possession: ANF RAWALPINDI: The Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) on Saturday made a number of arrests and
makes seven arrests from seized contraband from different areas in the city. At least seven cases of people carrying illegal
Rawalpindi Gilgit drugs were reported. According to ANF officials, the Rawalpindi Airport Team during routine
The Express T;ibune May 10, 2015 surveillance at Benazir Bhutto International Airport detained a suspected passenger, identified as

’ ’ Adnan Shah, a resident of Peshawar, on suspicion of carrying drugs. A search of his trolley bag
led to the recovery of 1.2kg heroin. The accused intended to board a flight for Bahrain via Doha.
Separately, ANF teams intercepted a suspected consignment comprising two cartons of bed
sheets and curtains at the office of Zohaib International Cargo and Courier Services. The team
during search of the consignment seized 165 grams of heroin, which was concealed in the
curtain’s folding. According to details, the consignment was booked by a person, identified as
Hafeezur Rehman, resident of Abbotabad and was intended to be received by Abbas Shah,
residing at Park Village, Wolverhampton, United Kingdom.

The ANF Rawalpindi Road Check Team during a routine check at Mullah Mansoor Toll Plaza on
GT Road stopped a Suzuki Mehran and recovered 10kg of hashish during a search of the
vehicles. Two drug traffickers identified as Hameedullah Khan and Rehmanullah Khan, both
residents of Khyber Agency, were also arrested during the operation. Meanwhile, acting on a tip-
off, ANF officials intercepted a Suzuki Mehran near 26 Chungi Motorway Mor and recovered five
kilogrammes of hashish from the possession of the occupants, identified as Haider Zaman from
Peshawar and Yasir Shah from Rawalpindi. In another tipped-off raid, the ANF Rawalpindi carried
out a search operation near Chungi number 26 and intercepted a Toyota Hiace and arrested a
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suspected drug trafficker, identified as Fazae Moula, a resident of Bajaur Agency, and recovered
2.2kg hashish. After preliminary investigation, a drug recipient Muhammad Arshad was also
arrested from Sarafa Bazar, Rawalpindi. Separately, an ANF team posted in Gilgit arrested two
brothers identified as Rehmat Gull and Rehmat Khan, both residents of Diamer, and recovered
1.04kg of opium and 290 grams of hashish from their possession. They were arrested near
Kohistan Mandi, Gilgit. Cases were lodged against all the accused.

ISLAMABAD: The military brought the bodies of two ambassadors and two ambassadors’ wives
to Islamabad on Saturday, a day after they were killed in a helicopter crash in northern mountains
on way to inspect a tourism project. The ambassadors of Norway and the Philippines and the
wives of the Malaysian and Indonesian envoys were killed when the helicopter they were on
crashed in the Gilgit region. Three Pakistani crewmen were also killed and several diplomats
were injured when the MI-17 helicopter came down on a school in a valley lined by pine forests
and overlooked by snow-peaked mountains. No children were in the school at the time.
The government says the aircraft suffered engine failure, dismissing as bogus a Taliban claim
that the militants shot it down. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif was also going to the inauguration of
a ski lift and was on a separate helicopter when the accident happened.

Servicemen formed a guard of honour to receive the coffins, draped in national flags and
bedecked with wreaths, as soldiers carried them from the aircraft that brought them from the
north. The ceremony was broadcast live on television. Diplomats in black and the military’s top
brass, including army chief General Raheel Sharif, were on hand and the commanders saluted as
the coffins were carried by. The army chief put his arm around a sobbing boy among the
diplomats. “It's a very sad moment and we are all very shaken,” Spanish ambassador Javier
Carbajosa Sanchez told reporters. He was on the trip but on another helicopter.
“Unfortunately, these things happen. Everything seems to indicate it was a terrible accident.”
Pakistan declared a day of mourning and Nawaz Sharif has ordered cabinet ministers to
accompany the bodies of the four foreign victims to their countries. Flags flew at half-mast at the
Presidency and the Prime Minister's House, Senate and National Assembly buildings and other
government offices to mark the tragedy.

LAHORE: Chief Minister Punjab Shahbaz Sharif on Saturday directed to form a special
protection force comprising ten thousand personnel to protect Chinese nationals and other
foreigners. A four-hour long session took place at Chief Minister's House in Lahore in which
overall security situation in light of Zimbabwe cricket team’s Pakistan tour was reviewed in detail.
The formation of four levels of security circles to guard Zimbabwe team was also approved.
Approving formation of Punjab Safe City Project Authority, CM Punjab decided for an extension in
Elite Police TrainingSchool. It was also decided that the recruitment in Special Protection Force
will be done through National Testing Service (NTS) to maintain merit.

KARACHI: The Sindh High Court (SHC) has directed the petitioner to submit details of the
victims, who were allegedly killed in fake encounters engineered by former Malir SSP Rao Anwar.
A public interest litigant, Rana Faizul Hasan, had taken the Karachi police’s senior superintendent
to court. According to him, SSP Anwar had more than 50 people killed in staged encounters
within a period of six months. “Some encounters continued for more than an hour, but surprisingly
the cops remained unhurt from the firing,” he stated. The petitioner said that even if these
persons were terrorists, the police were duty-bound to produce them in the courts of law. The
police officers had no right to pick up innocent people from different areas and kill them on Super
Highway or Sohrab Goth and give them the colour of encounters, because it is the duty of the
courts to award punishments.

Hasan argued that this was a violation of the fundamental rights of the citizens as well as Articles
4, 8,9, 10, 14, 15 and 25 of the Constitution. He had pleaded the court conduct a hearing on this
matter and pass appropriate orders. Taking up the matter, the judges found that crucial
information such as details of the people allegedly killed in fake encounters, were
missing.Adjourning the hearing, they directed the petitioner to submit such details by the next
date of hearing.

SWABI/ HANGU/ BANNU: Police officials of three districts have arrested almost 200 proclaimed
offenders; confiscated 46 kilogrammes of hashish and fined 8,598 vehicle drivers in the month of
April. At three separate press conferences on Wednesday, Bannu, Hangu and Swabi police
officials spoke of crackdowns and arrests. Bannu ASP Muhammad Fayaz said officers at various
stations across the districts arrested 150 proclaimed offenders and 23 suspects. “Most of the
culprits were wanted for kidnappings, murders, attempted murders and other crimes.” Fayaz
added the police confiscated 27 AK-47s, seven Kalakovs, nine rifles, 42 guns, 176 pistols, six
hand grenades and more than 6,000 cartridges during the raids and crackdowns. Bannu police
also seized 10.9 kilogrammes of hashish, 3.025kg of opium, 14 grammes of heroin and 67 bottles
of liquor.

Hangu DPO Anwar Saeed Kundi at a local press conference told the media they arrested 300
suspects and 40 proclaimed offenders during various drives in the district in the month of April.
Kundi shared Hangu police confiscated 16 Kalashnikovs, 17 guns, 47 pistols, four grenades, nine
rifles and 1,400 cartridges. At least 35kg of hashish was also seized, he added. “Search and
strike operations will remain under way in the district,” said Kundi. In Swabi, DPO Sajjad Khan
told the media they charged 8,598 drivers for violating traffic rules. He said the traffic police in the
district has been directed to take strict action against those who were violating rules.

PESHAWAR: Families of Pakistanis arrested by lItalian police last month for their alleged
involvement in terrorist activities have refuted the charges levelled on their relatives. In raids
across the country on April 24, Italian police arrested 10 people and was searching for eight
others suspected of being part of an armed group linked to the banned al Qaeda. All 18 suspects
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are Pakistani and Afghan nationals.
What’s in a name?

“We have no links with Osama Bin Laden. Osama is the name of a child in our family and that
has caused the confusion,” claimed Bahadar Sher, a resident of Tordher village, Swabi. Sher's
brother Imtiaz Khan is among the 10 people booked by Italian police. Sher told The Express
Tribune via telephone that the police have accused his brother of giving protection to Osama Bin
Laden because they recorded his telephone conversations discussing Osama the child.
According to Sher, the child was injured in an accident in 2010 and Imtiaz would regularly ask
about him in his phone calls home. “This might have caused the confusion as the police may
have been listening in to Imtiaz’s calls in those days,” he said. Sher added eight people from
Tordher were detained by Italian police in those raids. “My brother runs a cosmetics shops in
Oblia and we spoke to him two days before his arrest. Since we learnt of his arrest, we have had
no contact with him.” The Swabi local further said officials of secret agencies came to their house
from Islamabad a few days ago, asked questions about Imtiaz and assured them he would be
released. “His wife and children are worried. We believe he is innocent,” maintained Sher.

‘False allegations’

Noorul Amin, brother of Zulkefal—the spiritual leader police detained from Bergamo—said they
have been living in Italy for almost a decade. “My brother taught children the Holy Quran in a
mosque and has never held a pistol in his life,” said Amin over the phone. Amin, who lives in Italy
as well, said his family is associated with tabligh and the police’s assertions that Zulkefal is
involved in bomb blasts in Peshawar are incorrect. “My brother has spoken to his wife and
children and our lawyer is certain he will be released,” said Amin.

A helping hand

The families of detained suspects have approached Swabi MPA Abdul Karim Khan for help. Khan
will submit a resolution in the provincial assembly urging the federal government to take up the
matter with the Italian government. The lawmaker told The Express Tribune eight people from
his constituency are detained in the European country and he will raise the issue on the house
floor.

ISLAMABAD: Stressing that the judges were obligated to uphold liberties of the accused, Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Justice Nasirul Mulk said on Thursday that rights of people currently
being tried for criminal cases should not be violated. Mulk’s announcement came during a full
court session held in the Supreme Court today (Thursday) in the memory of former Supreme
Court Justice Mamoon Kazi, who passed away in April last year. “Judiciary is the guardian of
constitutionally protected vestiges of the French Revolution: life, liberty and property of the
people,” chief justice said. “It is incumbent upon every judge, to check the excesses of
administration and to protect people’s freedom.”

“The modern criminal justice system is broadly tasked with meting out retributive justice while
simultaneously protecting the rights of the accused. It is the obligation of a judge, as guardian of
the text and spirit of the Constitution, to ensure that the rights of the accused are not violated in
the process of criminal adjudication,” he added. The chief justice also said that a true from of
democracy will only take form when the judiciary will actively ensure executive compliance with
the dictates of the Constitution.

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Raheel Sharif discussed Pak-Afghan border
coordination and the overall security situation in the region with Commander Resolute Support
United States Forces in Afghanistan General John F Campbell. According to an Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) statement, General Campbell called on Chief of Army Staff General
Raheel Sharif on Thursday. Matters of mutual interest were discussed between the two leaders.
Relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan have become relatively better after a regime change
in the war-torn country and the December 16 Peshawar attack. Intelligence sharing and
coordinated efforts along both sides of the border are high on the agenda to counter terrorism. In
April, Afghan army chief General Sher Muhammad Karimi was the first Afghan army chief to
speak as chief guest at the Pakistan Military Academy Kakul in Abbotabad where a group of six
Afghan army cadets are also receiving training.

Myanmar Defence Chief

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, Commander In Chief of Defence Services Myanmar, visited
General Headquarters Thursday and met General Raheel Sharif. During the meeting, matters of
professional interest, military to military relationship and cooperation were discussed. General
Hlaing also called on General Rashad Mahmood, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee. The
two dignitaries discussed matters relating to professional interests and cooperation between the
two armed forces. He appreciated professionalism and sacrifices rendered by Pakistan’s armed
forces in the fight against terrorism. Earlier, on his arrival at Joint Staff Headquarters, he was
presented a guard of honour by a smartly turned out contingent of the three armed forces of the
country. The Myanmar Defence Chief is currently heading a high powered delegation as part of
bilateral measures to enhance cooperation between the military forces of the two countries.

WEB DESK: As of 2014, at least 1.9 million people have been internally displaced by conflict and
violence in Pakistan alone. According to the Global Overview 2015, released by Norwegian
Refugee Council, 38 million people around the world were forced to live in displacement within
the borders of their own country. Pakistan topped the list of such countries in South Asia, mainly
due to the counter-insurgency operations carried out in North Wazisristan and Khyber agencies.
Around 907,000 people fled from their homes as a result of these operations in 2014, while the
number stood at 140,000 in 2013. “Most chose to stay with host communities rather than in
camps, in part because taking refuge in government-run sites makes them a target for Pakistani
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Taliban and their allied insurgent groups,” the report added.

It was clear that nearly all new displacement occurred in Pakistan, India, Afghanistan and the
Philippines. Funding for international humanitarian work has also been dwindling. “A lack of
funding for programming in Pakistan means that both international aid and government
assistance tend to prioritise people newly displaced over those living in protracted displacement,
perpetuating the latter’s plight,” the report added.

WEB DESK: A day after the military’s top brass accused Indian intelligence agency RAW of
supporting terrorism in Pakistan, the Foreign Office has echoed similar concerns asking India to
refrain from interfering in its internal matters. “Pakistan has provided proof of Indian involvement
in Pakistani affairs at many occasions, including the recent secretary level talks,” Foreign Office
spokesperson Khalilullah Qazi said, during his weekly briefing media in Islamabad on Thursday.
“We have availed all possible opportunities to remind India to avoid interfering in the internal
affairs of Pakistan,” he added. In a statement following a conference of the corps commanders
presided over by army chief General Raheel Sharif at the military headquarters in Rawalpindi, the
ISPR said, “The conference took serious notice of RAW'’s involvement in whipping up terrorism in
Pakistan.”

Responding to a question on the underworld don, the newly-appointed Foreign Office
spokesperson said, “Pakistan has repeatedly said Dawood Ibrahim is not on its soil and at last
India admitted the Pakistani stance saying that it does not know his whereabouts.” Contradicting
its own firmly-held position, the Indian government told Parliament on Tuesday that Ibrahim, one
of India’s most-wanted men for masterminding the 1993 blasts in Mumbai in which 300 people
were killed, has not been located so far. “The United Nations Security Council has also issued a
special notice against him. The subject has not been located so far. Extradition process with
regard to Dawood Ibrahim would be initiated once the subject is located,” Minister of State for
Home, Haribhai Chaudhury said in reply to a written question.

Taliban, Afghanistan peace process

Regarding Doha’s process for reconciliation in Afghanistan, the spokesperson said, “Pakistan has
always been supportive of Afghan-led process for bringing peace and stability in that country.”
Qazi added, “Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has a vision for peace and stability in the region and
the government is making all out efforts under this vision to achieve this objective.” Terming the
visit of a PPP delegation to Kabul today as a ‘good omen,” Qazi said, “The government
encourages political contacts between the two countries as these can be helpful in promoting our
bilateral ties.”

ISLAMABAD: Former president and Pakistan Peoples Party co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari and
Afghan Chief Executive Dr Abdullah Abdullah called for Pakistan and Afghanistan to mount joint
efforts against terrorism which was termed a serious threat to both countries. The PPP delegation
led by former president, had arrived in Kabul on Thursday to discuss joint efforts to strengthen
anti-terror cooperation and to boost people-to-people contacts. During the visit, Zardari met with
the Afghan chief executive at his office for lunch before meeting former Afghan president Hamid
Karzai for tweet. They discussed issues related to bilateral relations, regional situation and the
need for enhanced economic cooperation came under discussion, read a statement issued by
Abdullah’s office. “The current environment requires new decisions. Pakistan, Afghanistan and
the whole region face serious threats and these threats need new cooperation,” the statement
quoting Abdullah said, a copy of which is available with The Express Tribune.

The two leaders also agreed that the time has come for both countries to “sincerely and jointly”
fight the menace of terrorism. Zardari hailed the formation of the unity government in Kabul, and
encouraged the support Pakistan could provide at multiple levels for the advance of peace in the
region. Terming terrorism as the common enemy of Pakistan and Afghanistan, Zaradri called for
effective cooperation between the two neighbours. Earlier, upon his arrival Zardari was received
by Pakistani ambassador in Kabul Abrar Hussain and other diplomats along with senior Afghan
officials. Former prime minister Yousuf Raza Gilani and PPP leader Sherry Rehman are also
accompanying the former president. Zardari had been invited to visit Afghanistan by President
Ashraf Ghani when he visited Islamabad last year. According to an Afghan official, “The Afghan
side is likely to bring the PPP leaders’ attention towards the plight of the Afghan refugees.”

Foreign Office welcomes the visit

Welcoming the visit of the opposition leaders to Kabul, the newly appointed Foreign Office
Spokesperson Qazi Khalilullah described the visit as a “good omen,” adding that the government
encourages political contacts between the two countries since they promote bilateral ties. This is
not the first of this kind by Pakistani leader. Earlier in January Afghan President hosted top
Pakistani Pashtun leaders, including Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party chief Mehmood Khan
Achakzai, Qaumi Watan Party’s head Aftab Ahmed Khan Sherpao and ANP leader Afrasiab
Khattak. The Afghan leadership has also invited several other Pakistani politicians including JUI-F
chief Maulana Fazalur Rehman and head of Jamaat-e-Islami Sirajul Haq. According to party
officials, both leaders have accepted the invitation.

Zardari meets with Ashraf Ghani

Later in the evening, Zardari and the PPP delegation were hosted by Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani at the Dilkusha Palace. They discussed where matters of mutual bilateral interest in an
atmosphere of goodwill and cordiality.

GHALLANAI: A peace committee volunteer was killed on Thursday when an improvised
explosive device (IED) blast took off in Alingar area of Safi Tehsil, Mohmand Agency. According
to a political administrative official, the IED was planted along the roadside when it went off, killing
peace committee leader Zawar Hussain. The political administration cordoned off the area and
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the search operation is under way. No group has claimed responsibility for the attack as yet.

On May 6, one person was killed and three others injured when two suicide bombers were
stopped by Levies from entering packed school ground in Alizai area of Lower Kurram where a
football match was underway. Officials confirmed that two attackers, wearing explosives, tried to
storm the school playground. But Levies officials guarding the ground opened fire at them.
Following the incident, Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif commended those attending
the football match and those posted for security for their vigilance and prompt action.

ISLAMABAD: Leading defence manufacturing companies from the country are participating in a
four-day International Defence Industry Fair (IDEF) in Istanbul, Turkey. The Pakistani delegation,
led by Minister for Defence Production Rana Tanveer Hussain, was also holding meetings with
delegations from Turkey, the Middle East, Africa and Europe, among others. Pakistan Ordnance
Factories, Pakistan Aeronautical Complex, Heavy Industries Taxila, Defence Export Promotion
Organisation etc are the leading participants from the country. Pakistan is offering high-tech
air/ground equipment and hardware for sale in the event, which began on May 5, 2015, said a
statement on Wednesday.

At least one person was killed and three others were injured when two suicide bombers were
stopped by Levies from entering packed school ground in Alizai area of Lower Kurram
on Wednesday where a football match was underway. Officials confirmed that two attackers,
wearing explosives, tried to storm the school playground. But Levies officials guarding the ground
opened fire at them. They exchanged fire for sometime before the attackers were killed and their
explosives detonated. Two officials were also injured in the blast. The officials and eyewitnesses
said the suicide bombers attacked people in a playground inside Government High School Alizai,
lower Kurram Agency shortly before Maghrib prayers. “It is a terrorist attack and the target was a
football match,” a political administration official said. “Terrorists opened fire at the players and
spectators in the football ground,” the official added.

A Levies official shot the attacker as he started firing at players and spectators in the playground.

Eyewitnesses added that two explosions followed the firing. Officials said that Siraj Hussain, a
dispenser in Alizai Hospital, had been identified as the victim. The injured were shifted to Civil
Hospital Alizai. Doctors at the hospital said the injured were in critical condition. Alizai is
considered the second biggest town in Lower Kurram Agency and is a Shia-dominant area which
has seen sectarian unrest. The officials said that all four hurt in the incident, including the
deceased, belonged to the Shia community. So far no one has claimed responsibility for the
attack though officials suspect the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan could be behind it.

Army chief commends Levies for vigilance, action

Following the incident, Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif commended those attending
the football match and those posted for security for their vigilance and prompt action. According
to a statement from Director General Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) Major-General Asim
Bajwa, the two suicide bombers were intercepted by the Levies. While one detonated his vest
after being stopped, the other fled who was chased and killed. “The whole nation is resolute to
not only deny any space to these misguided terrorists, but also eliminate them fully,” the COAS
was quoted as saying.

PESHAWAR: Officials at Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s (KP) National Accountability Bureau (NAB) fear
embezzlement of upto Rs500 million in the reimbursement of funds allocated to compensate
affectees of the 2008 'Sherdil' operation against militants in Bajaur Agency. A well-placed source
in KP NAB, on condition of anonymity, told Dawn.com that an inquiry has been authorised by the
KP Director General NAB after receiving written complaints from affectees and concerned
quarters. The embezzlement of a large amount was noticed in the reimbursement of
compensation for 'Sherdil' affectees in the initial inquiry, the source said. During 2011-2012,
12,000 compensation cases were cleared in which Rs. 475,000 was announced for each family.
But the amounts did not reach the concerned people, and hundreds of fake verifications were
approved, the source added.

When asked about the actual embezzled amount, the source said authorities feared
embezzlement of around Rs500m, adding that the compensation programme is a fraud. “It's a big
scandal and high-profile government officials and politicians are involved in the internally
displaced persons’ (IDPs) compensation fraud,” the source said. Anwarullah Khan, a senior
journalist from Bajaur Agency, told Dawn.com that in the 'Sherdil' Operation compensation
programme, tribal elders, government officials and local politicians had exercised favouritism in
the reimbursement of compensation funds, and some eligible families are still waiting for
compensation. KP NAB has already exposed an embezzlement scandal worth Rs60m meant for
the IDPs of Mohmand Agency. Former Director General Fata Disaster Management Authority
Arshad Khan and two other officials were put behind bars after being indicted for fraud.

WEB DESK: The United States handed over Pakistan on Wednesday 14 combat aircraft, 59
military trainer jets and 374 armoured personnel carriers which were earlier used in Afghanistan
and Iran. “As the US withdraws its forces from neighbouring Afghanistan, the major defence
articles have been transferred to Pakistan under its ‘Excessive Defence Article’ category, an
internal Congressional report said, according to the Economic Times. India in the past has
opposed to the transfer of such arms to Pakistan as it believes Islamabad would eventually use
the fighter jets against it. Pakistan has either made full payment or will make payments from its
national funds towards the purchase of 18 new F-16C/D Block 52 Fighting FalconBSE -4.69 %
combat aircraft worth $1.43 billion, according to the internal report prepared by Congressional
Research Service (CRS), an independent research wing of the Congress.

This includes F-16 armaments including 500 AMRAAM air-to-air missiles, 1,450 2,000-pound
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bombs, 500 JDAM Tail Kits for gravity bombs and 1,600 Enhanced Paveway laser-guided
kits. These have cost Pakistan $629 million. Pakistan has also paid $298 million for 100 harpoon
anti-ship missiles, 500 sidewinder air-to-air missiles ($ 95 million) and seven Phalanx Close-In
Weapons System naval guns ($80 million). Pakistan received 26 Bell 412EP utility helicopters
along with related parts and maintenance, val valued at $235 million under the Coalition Support.

Pakistan is also receiving military equipment with a mix of its national funds and America’s foreign
military funding. These include 60 Mid-Life Update kits for F-16A/B combat aircraft. Pakistan has
purchased 45 such kits, with all upgrades completed to date. This include 115 M-109 self-
propelled howitzers. Under Frontier Corps and Pakistan Counterinsurgency Fund authorities, US
has provided four Mi-17 multirole helicopters (another six were provided temporarily at no cost),
four King Air 350 surveillance aircraft, and 450 vehicles.

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan asked the national leadership on
Monday to exercise patience and stand united because the National Action Plan (NAP) was
‘bearing good results’ but the war against terrorists was not yet over. “This is not a PML-N or a
government issue but a national issue. Though the law and order situation has improved, it has
not been restored completely ... our enemies have not yet been eliminated and we have to stand
united,” the interior minister told the Senate in his 68-minute speech about the achievements of
NAP, which was devised and implemented after terrorists attacked the Army Public School in
Peshawar on December 16. Following the briefing, the house unanimously passed a resolution
that recommended the government to take ‘further’ steps to implement NAP to counter terrorism.
Initially, the ANP’s Sitara Ayaz had moved a resolution asking the government to ‘take steps’ to
implement NAP, but the government raised objections over it. Later, Senate Chairman Raza
Rabbani asked the treasury and opposition benches to find a middle ground on the issue by
suggesting the addition of the word ‘further’.

Contentious issues

The interior minister said there were two contentious issues in NAP that related to proscribed
organisations and seminaries. “It was after NAP that Pakistan knows the number of proscribed
organisations, which is 60 according to Pakistani laws and 74 as per the UN, with [12 common
among them].” He said ‘all these organisations have been put on the ECL’ and are also under
surveillance. About seminaries, he said the institutions were fulfilling the state’s responsibility [of
providing education] and ‘we should not point fingers at them if they are following the laws of the
land’. Regarding ban on misuse of loudspeakers, he said 4,589 cases were registered and 4,266
people arrested for hate-speach. On the repatriation of Afghan refugees, Nisar said a policy
paper had been shared with the Afghan government and a joint framework would be prepared in
the next three weeks. “We don’t want to spoil our good relations with Afghanistan,” he said.

NACTA

The interior minister informed the house about a summary moved for allocation of funds for the
National Counter Terrorism Authority (Nacta). “Yes, we need money and good people.”
Regarding the Karachi operation, he said target killings had come down by 89%, murders by
38%, extortion by 37% and robberies by 23%. He said 49,669 people, including 623 hardened
criminals and terrorists, were arrested. “Over 3,000 intelligence-based operations have been
carried out across the country in which 37,666 people were arrested.... In 37,000 combing
operations, 725 terrorists were arrested.” Referring to the press conference of the MQM'’s Farooq
Sattar, who had demanded that the port city be handed over to the military, Nisar said: “We have
to take the Karachi operation to its logical end and, for that matter, all the political parties need to
support it ... a timeframe cannot be given for its completion.”

PESHAWAR: Prisons in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa are overcrowded with 9,503 inmates, a figure well
above the capacity the province’s 22 prisons can hold — 8,091. At the moment, 1,400 prisoners
over official capacity are incarcerated in various jails burdening the existing set-up. According to
data submitted by the prisons department to the K-P Assembly in response to a query from JUI-F
lawmaker Najma Shaheen, the overall capacity for male and female inmates is 7,793 and 298
respectively in four central prisons, 10 district jails, four sub-jails and as many judicial lock-ups.
However, there are currently 9,320 male and 183 female inmates in prisons across K-P.

Capacity and Actual Population of K-P's Prisons

Prisons Capacity Current Population
D. I. Khan Central Prison 1,506 384
Bannu Central Prison 720 754
Peshawar Central Prison 850 2,227
Haripur Central Prison 1,597 1,892
Chitral District Jail 164 92
Mansehra District Jail 485 580
Kohat District Jail 500 499
Timergara District Jail 250 531
Mardan District Jail 314 611
Karak District Jail 227 155
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Dagger District Jail 145 212
Lakki Marwat District Jail 99 227
Swat District Jail 200 N/A
Abbottabad District Jail 208 N/A
Charsadda Sub-Jail 120 246
Battagram Sub-Jail 118 50

Dasu (Kohistan) Sub-Jail 210 47

Upper Dir Sub-Jail 60 105
Tank Judicial Lock-up 13 52

Sawabi Judicial Lock-up 75 425
Nowshera Judicial Lock-up 130 302
Malakand Judicial Lock-up 100 112

The numbers of prisoners in Swat and Abbottabad district jails could not be submitted as the
former is vacated for repairs while the latter is under construction. The data shows that there are
no female inmates in some of the prisons, including those in Nowshera, Upper Dir and Lakki
Marwat.

Govt proposes ban on ISLAMABAD: In an effort to control the flow of arms, the government has proposed a complete
import of prohibited ban on the import of prohibited weapons in the country. The decision was taken by Interior
weapons Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan in a meeting on Monday. “It was proposed that a complete ban

on import of prohibited weapons should be put in place,” an official statement read. According to
the decision, only the Ministry of Defence Production and security agencies should be allowed to
import such weapons. The interior minister also proposed that individuals and entities, who are
qualified for such weapons, can procure them only through Pakistan Ordnance Factory, Wah.
“Regulating the business of arms dealers is also critical,” Nisar said. Further, the interior ministry
declared that that all manual licences, which have not been verified, would be invalidted after
December 31, 2015. The meeting also decided that “nobody under the age of 25 years should be
issued arms license.”

The Express Tribune, May 4, 2015

The proposal came four month after the government had lifted a ban on the import of commercial
prohibited arms, by changing the entire import arms policy with an aim of eliminating under-
invoicing and improving documentation. The Pakistan Muslim League — Nawaz (PML-N)
government in its previous tenure had also imposed a ban on import of prohibited weapons in
1997. The interior minister also underscored the need for putting in place a policy on the issuance
of arms licenses in the provinces and the federal government. While discussing eligibility criteria
for issuance of arms licenses under the new policy, the minister stressed that the license should
only be issued keeping in view the security requirements of the applicants. Among others, media
houses and media persons should also be facilitated as they face security challenges in their
professional pursuits, the Interior Minister added.

Addressing the meeting, the Interior minister observed that in the past various laws were grossly
misused with certain privileges, which are only granted strictly on a case-to-case basis after
thorough consideration and scrutiny, were granted in bulk without any checks and balances. As a
result, private security guards, prohibited guns and bullet-proof vehicles had not only became a
fashion and a status symbol, but had also created serious security implications.In view of new
challenges the National Database Registration Authority (NADRA) is regulating all the existing
arms licences, the minister observed. “But a comprehensive mechanism should be put in place to
regulate and monitor the flow of arms into the country,” he added.The Interior Minister said that in
the first instance all licenses issued from 1973 till June 2013 would be computerised through
NADRA. The deadline for the validation is December 31, 2015. No further extension would be
granted in this regards.
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RAWALPINDI: The health department has restricted its anti-dengue campaign to the
cantonment areas and ignored the city areas of Rawal Town despite the identification of more
than 30 vulnerable spots.In 2014, more than 727 dengue patients came to the three government
run hospitals from 46 union councils of Rawal Town and 348 patients from cantonment areas
and Potohar Town.The city areas including College Road, Mohanpura, Dhoke Ratta and the
areas around Leh Nullah are a breeding ground for dengue mosquito, but the health department
hardly paid attention to these areas.A senior official of the health department told Dawn that this
year the cantonment boards of Rawalpindi and Chaklala refused to launch the campaign and
referred the matter to the Punjab health department as, according to them, the cantonments fell
in its jurisdiction.After this, he said, the Punjab government hired the services of male and female
workers for indoor residual spray (IRS) in cantonment as well as city areas. But later their
services were diverted to anti-polio campaign.“The District Coordination Officer, Sajid Zafar Dall,
directed the health department to leave the anti-dengue campaign and pay attention to anti-polio
campaign,” he said.

When contacted, District Health Officer (DHO) Cantonment Dr. Ansar Ishaq said the health
department had launched the campaign and removed dengue larva from civilian populated areas
including Dhoke Munshi, Dhaman Syedan, Rehmatabad and Gharibabad and adjoining
areas.The DHO said the campaign in the cantonment areas was launched last month which had
not finished as yet.He said that more than 60 teams had visited different areas and removed
larva from many sites. However, he said that the fogging was the responsibility of cantonment
boards.On the other hand, the Rawal Town DHO DrTahir Mehmood admitted that the anti-
dengue campaign in the 46 union councils of downtown was slow due to anti-polio
campaign.“Earlier, the anti-polio campaign was launched through volunteers but the experience
could not give desired results and the DCO decided to involve the health department’s workers.
Shifting of the staff to anti-polio campaign slowed down the anti-dengue campaign,” he
said.However, he said that the health department had made a plan to speed up the campaign
from Monday.“We will activate all the 88 teams in the city to clear the areas from dengue
mosquitoes,” he said.

NEW YORK: Pakistan has left India far behind in terms of improving water and sanitation access
for their citizens, reveals a new performance index released on Friday. While Pakistan was
ranked five in the new index developed by The Water Institute at the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill's Gillings School of Global Public Health in the US, India occupied an unenviable
92nd position. High-performing countries for 2015 are those that achieved significant
improvement in recent years compared to their peers. Low-performing countries are those that
showed stagnation or decline in recent years compared to their peers.

India’s ranking as a bottom-performer predates the recent launch of the "Clean India Mission" by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Sub-Saharan Africa countries including Mali, South Africa, and
Ethiopia are also among the top performers world-wide in spite of modest resources, according
to the WaSH Performance Index that evaluates country performance in improving access to
water and sanitation and in eroding inequalities in access. Other high performers include China,
El Salvador, Niger, Egypt, and Maldives. Conversely, Russia, the Philippines and Brazil were
bottom performers-

The index compares countries of all sizes and income levels. Using this method, the report
revealed that a country’s gross domestic product did not determine performance in improving
water and sanitation for its citizens. “This means that even countries with limited resources can
make great strides if they have the right programs in place," said co-author of the report Jamie
Bartram, director of The Water Institute at UNC. "National governments, NGOs, and aid agencies
can direct their resources toward building systems and capacity for action in countries that are
lagging, and toward implementation where those capacities are in place and performing,"
Bartram noted.

KARACHI - Gas connection of Abbasi Shaheed hospital on Saturday was disconnected due to
non-payment of bill, Dunya News reported. According to details, the hospital administration has
not paid the bills from the past three months. The gas cut has severely affected hospital routine
as sterilization procedure has been halted due to the closure of eight operation theaters.

ISLAMABAD: Akbar Associates has won the bid for constructing the second liquefied natural
gas (LNG) terminal in the country by offering the lowest tariff. The board of Sui Southern Gas
Company (SSGC) made the decision in a meeting held on Friday, say officials. The company will
award the contract after finalising the arrangements in the next 10 days. A day ago, SSGC had
shortlisted two bidders — Pakistan Gas Port Limited and Akbar Associates — for building the
second terminal for handling LNG imports. In the technical evaluation, Pakistan Gas Port and
Gunvor had got a score of 89.3 from SSGC consultant AF Capital whereas Akbar Associates
received 74.73 marks. Both bidders were declared technically qualified and entered the final
round.

Engro’s Elengy Terminal Pakistan Limited (ETPL), which built the country’s first LNG terminal in
March, got a score of 61.9 and did not qualify as bidders were required to receive at least 70
marks. According to officials, in the financial bids opened on Friday, Akbar Associates offered a
tariff of 49.87 cents per million British thermal units (mmbtu) whereas Pakistan Gas Port quoted
52.9 cents.The tariff quoted by Akbar Associates is far lower than the tariff approved by the

¢

National
Journalists
Forum




(<2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN .

government for the first LNG terminal. The levelised tariff for ETPL’s terminal is 66 cents per
mmbtu.

The successful bidder will be required to complete work on the project in 24 months and make a
capacity of 400 million cubic feet of LNG per day (mmcfd) available to SSGC. Like ETPL,
Pakistan Gas Port had proposed to establish a floating storage and re-gasification unit-based
project whereas Akbar Associates sought to set up a land-based terminal. Together, the two
terminals will bridge the natural gas demand-supply gap by 53% in the summer season and 36%
in winter. Apart from these, the federal government is planning to start the process of setting up a
land-based LNG import terminal at Gwadar with Chinese assistance.

Drastic improvement in LAHORE: Three hydel power stations operated by the Water and Power Development Authority
hyde| electricity generation (WAPDA) delivered 110.190 million units of electricity to the national grid on Friday compared to
Dawn, May 9, 2015 64.037 million units generated the same day last year -- an increased contribution of 46.153
million units. This increase in hydel power generation is the result of increased water releases
from the dams by IRSA.

According to the data, Tarbela hydel power station generated 43.809 million units compared to
17.882m units on May 8 last year. Ghazi Barotha hydel power station produced 25.740m units
compared to 14.455m units on the same day last year, whereas 24m units were generated by
Mangla hydel power station compared to 15.760m units on the same day last year.

The basic purpose of dams is to provide water for agriculture as required by the provinces,
whereas hydel electricity generation is merely the by-product. The electricity generation from
hydel power stations depends upon water indents of IRSA. This increased quantum of electricity
was produced due to increased water outflows. The hydel power generation capacity of WAPDA
stands at about 7,000MW — about one-third of the total installed capacity in the country.

“It is a matter of great satisfaction that despite some of hydel power stations being as old as 50
years, the generation capacity of WAPDA has stayed intact due to proper maintenance and
efficient operation of these stations. WAPDA contributes more than 30 billion units of low-cost
electricity to the national grid per annum. The role being played by hydel electricity in keeping the
power tariff at present level can be measured from the fact that according to data of January
2015, per unit generation cost of hydel electricity is merely Rs2.62 on an average as compared
to Rs7.43 for gas, Rs12.91 for coal, Rs12.98 for baggase, Rs17.58 for furnace oil, Rs.23.43 for
diesel, Rs5.98 for nuclear and Rs11.62 for wind,” says a press release. As per data the basket
price of electricity in the system stands at Rs10.03 per unit.

transmission line: The National Transmission and Dispatch Company, under its transmission
enhancements investment programme, has started a vital project of 600km long 500kv
Jamshoro-Moro-Dadu to Rahim Yar Khan transmission line and 500kv Switching Station at Moro
along with necessary extensions at existing 500kv substations of Jamshoro, Dadu and Rahim
Yar Khan with an estimated cost of $180m funded by ADB.

The NTDCL spokesman said this important project is part of NTDCL's overall power
development programme which will be completed in Dec 2016. The main objective of the project
is enhancement and extension of NTDC’s existing system to provide appropriate facilities for
dispersal of power proposed to be generated from southern part of the country to the load
centers to meet the power demand of the country.

Whereas the bulk power generation has been planned in southern area based on imported coal
near Karachi, local coal in Thar area and wind power plants of Sindh. Dilating upon the salients
of the project, the spokesman said that for timely completion, the project has been bifurcated into
two packages. Package-l has been divided into three Lots. 202 km transmission line will be
constructed from Jamshoro to Moro under Lot—I, whereas 232Km long transmission from Dadu-
Moro to Goth Qazi Mahar under Lot-Il and 166 km transmission line will be constructed from
Goth Qazi Mahar to Rahim Yar Khan under Lot-lll. Whereas, under package I, a 500kV
Switching Station at Moro will be constructed besides extension works at existing 500kV
Substations at Jamshoro, Dadu and Rahim Yar Khan. He said the NTDC managing director has
directed NTDC engineers and Chinese contractors to speed up the construction work and
complete the project well in time. He said the project was being implemented by Chief Engineer
(MP&M) NTDC and supervised by Nespak.

Free tanker service for KARACHI: The Sindh Assembly was on Friday informed that the government would reintroduce
water-starved areas from a free tanker service from next week for the residents of water-starved localities in the
11th. PA told metropolig. Winding up the general_discu_ss_ion on an adjournment motion about an acute V\_/ater
Dawn, May 9, 2015 shortage in Karachi, Sindh Information Minister Sharjeel Memon, who also holds the portfolio of

’ ¢ the local government department, said that the government has made arrangements to provide
free of cost water to the city’s underprivileged areas, particularly Baldia Town, Orangi Town,
SITE, Gadap and North Karachi, through tankers from May 11 (Monday). The adjournment
motion was moved by the Muttahida Qaumi Movement's Muhammad Hussain and besides him
12 other lawmakers, including one from the ruling Pakistan Peoples Party, participated in the
discussion.

Minister Memon claimed that there was no water shortage in Karachi, but there was some
management issue for which the government had formed a committee for just distribution of
water in Karachi.He claimed that only five per cent of water was being stolen in the metropolis.
He said that the government had authorised the Karachi commissioner to grant permission of 10
new hydrants in different city areas to reduce the charges of water tankers. He said that the work
on the K-4 greater water supply project would start during the current month. He said in addition
to the issue of just distribution of water, the basic problem relating to water shortage was the
incompetence of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board staff.

He informed the house that the monthly billing of the KWSB was Rs700 million while its recovery
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was only Rs400m. Out of the recovered amount, Rs300m was consumed on payment of salaries
and the remaining Rs100m was being spent on maintenance and emergency expenditures.
Talking about overstaffing in the water utility, he said against the requirement of 7,000
employees, there are over 13,500 employees. Besides, the monthly electricity bill of the KWSB
was Rs600m. The minister lashed out at the K-Electric for carrying out four-hour loadshedding on
KWSB’s pumping stations.

Terming the K-Electric “enemy of the citizens of Karachi”, he said that the power utility was
violating court orders which clearly instructed it not to carry out loadshedding at the pumping
stations. He warned the K-Electric not to blackmail the government and if they continued to
violate the orders of the court, the government would have no option but to arrest the K-Electric
authorities. Earlier, Leader of the Opposition in the Sindh Assembly Khwaja Izhar-ul-Hassan said
that hundreds of illegal hydrants were operational in the city and a huge quantity of water was
being stolen on a daily basis. He offered the government that if the KWSB management was
given to the opposition, it would tackle all the problems within three months.

He said that Karachi was the city of every Pakistani and as such the governments of Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan should also allocate funds for the metropolis in their
budgets. The mover of the adjournment motion, Mr Hussain of the MQM, initiated the discussion
and said that 25 million people of Karachi were facing an acute water shortage, as the PPP
government had done nothing to solve this problem. He said Sindh contributed 70 per cent
revenue to the national exchequer, but the federal government was not releasing funds for the K-
4 water project.

MQM’s Irum Azim Farooque, Sumita Afzal, Waseemuddin Qureshi, Khalid Ahmed and Saifuddin
Khalid, PPP’s Shamim Mumtaz, Pakistan Muslim League-Functional's Mehtab Akbar Rashdi and
Shaharyar Khan Mahar, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf's Khurram Sher Zaman, Hafeezuddin and
Samar Ali Khan also spoke. Meanwhile, the house adopted the Sindh Local Government (second
amendment) Bill, 2015 to protect the municipal committees and municipal corporations, which
were in existence prior to 2001 and notified thereafter by amending the Sindh Local Government
Act, 2013. The sitting, which was called to order at 10.40am, was adjourned till Monday by
Speaker Agha Siraj Durrani.

A day after the Engro Elengy Terminal Limited (EETL) alleged unfair treatment and wrongdoing
in barring it from bidding for the second LNG terminal, the prime minister on Friday approved the
appointment of CEO of the company as managing director of Pakistan State Oil (PSO), a report
in the local media said on Saturday. A senior official at the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Resources confirmed that it had received PM’s approval for appointment of Sheikh Imranul
Haque as managing director of PSO. He said the file had been forwarded to the Establishment
Division for a notification.

On Wednesday and Thursday, Sheikh had accused Sui Southern Gas Company Limited
(SSGCL) of “mala fides” to have rejected EETL’s bid for the second LNG terminal on technical
grounds despite the fact that his firm had completed Pakistan’s first LNG terminal in a record
time and within schedule. The SSGCL had declared Gasport and Akbar Associates technically fit
for the construction of second LNG terminal and disqualified the EETL. “There seems to be mala-
fides on part of SSGC to reject our bid,” said Imranul Haque and demanded of the SSGCL and
its board of directors not to open the financial bids for the terminal or else the EETL would “be
constrained to seek all legal remedies.”

He said the SSGCL had reported two reasons for rejection of the bid for securing less than 70
per cent mandatory marks. He said the EETL had provided ample and substantive evidence to
suggest that it was not required a fresh no-objection certificate from Port Qasim Authority (PQA)
for the second tender. The EETL claimed it had explained each and every reason for its stance
not to provide fresh NOC from PQA but its bid was rejected on the basis of a newspaper report.
He demanded of the SSGCL to provide grounds for the rejection of its bid as required under Rule
33 of the procurement rules and until then, not to open the financial bids because it was
confident that its technical bid was fully compliant.

“If you open the bids, this may ultimately lead to the entire bidding process having to be scrapped
and repeated,” he said. Haque explained that EETL would use its existing jetty which was being
used and it was not being expanded by building a new jetty while its existing floating storage and
regasification unit (FSRU) would be replaced with an alternate FSRU to meet capacity
requirements of the second terminal bid. He said the SSGCL consultant had raised incorrect
questions about obtaining NOC from PQA as it was expressly explained with the documentary
support that implementation agreement with PQA did not require a fresh NOC.

“The Implementation Agreement clearly defines the Terminal as dedicated LNG Terminal,
inclusive of any additions, alterations, expansions and modifications”. “We believe that SSGC
had intentionally misinformed PQA on the bid proposal of ETPL and PQA had incorrectly
interpreted the applicability of the implementation agreement as being applicable to new site,
which is not the case,” he said.

FAISALABAD: A 20-bed children ward of THQ Hospital, Samundri, is overcrowded because of a
gastroenteritis outbreak. Two to three patients are being treated on one bed.Lack of space has
forced the administration to treat patients at the veranda of the hospital on makeshift
beds.Gastroenteritis has gripped several areas of Samundri and people have left with no option
but to have recourse to the state-run hospital having a capacity of only 68 beds.At least 400
patients from different areas have visited the hospital during the last one week and the numbers
are growing.Sibghat, a nine-year-old patient, said her mother had brought her at the hospital after
frequent vomits had worsened her condition. “I am sharing the bed with another girl with a similar
complaint,” she said.Her mother said she was not satisfied with the treatment being provided to
her daughter. “We had come to the hospital on Thursday at about 4pm, but the treatment was
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started on 9pm and still my daughter is not well,” she said.Abid Ali, who was sitting on a bed
along with a children being treated at hospital's courtyard, said it was pathetic that the
government was not focusing on the plight of the Samundri people who had to travel to
Faisalabad for the treatment of different diseases.

He said last year the people of Samundri had also faced the outbreak of gastroenteritis and they
were treated in the open.“The government has learnt no lesson from last year's outbreak of
gastroenteritis as the hospital still lacks facilities to provide adequate treatment to patients,” he
said.Medical Superintendent Dr Abbas Ali said the gastroenteritis was a seasonal disease which
erupted when people, particularly children, consumed contaminated water and unhygienic food
items.He said that lack of awareness was also aggravating the situation.Regarding treatment of
patients at the hospital veranda, he said that patients were being treated to save their lives
instead of sending them back without any treatment.He claimed the hospital had sufficient stock
of medicines and patients were being looked after round-the-clock.Dr Abbas said that at least 25
people were coming to hospital daily with complaints of gastroenteritis.

SAHIWAL: A drug store owner and his employee were arrested on Friday for selling intoxicant
drugs without doctor’s prescription on Karbala Road.Executive District Officer (Health) Dr
Muhammad Ashraf, District Police Officer Muhammad Idrees and Deputy Drug Controller
Zaheeruddin Babar supervised a raid at the drug store, owned by Israr Ahmed, and recovered
vessels, injections and cough syrup bottles which were allegedly sold to addicts besides banned
Indian and Chinese aphrodisiacs. They arrested Israr and salesman Waseem and sealed the
store. A 30-bore pistol was also recovered from the store.lt is seventh time that the same medical
store has been sealed by the authorities under the Drug Act 1979.

LAHORE: The Pakistan Young Pharmacists Association (PYPA) has alleged that the Drug
Regulatory Authority Pakistan (DRAP) is deliberating delaying registration of a low-priced
hepatitis C drug, ignoring the need of hundreds of millions of patients awaiting the
medicine.Flanked by the representatives of various other medical and allied associations at the
Lahore Press Club on Friday, PYPA President Dr Nabeela Latif claimed that a company had
offered a price of Sofosbuvir (hepatitis C drug) which was hundred times lower than that of the
drug which had recently been registered by the DRAP.She said the offer was made by the
company keeping in view the affordability of the poor patients who were affected by hepatitis C.

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Pervez Khattak has expressed concern over the rapidly increasing
thalassaemia patients in the country as over 6,000 children are falling prey to the deadly ailment
every year.He said that it was happening because no serious and adequate measures were
taken in the past for preventing and properly curing this disease. He also referred to the lack of
awareness among masses of the disease and its prevention.ln a message on the World
Thalassaemia Day, the chief minister said that keeping in view the ground realities about the
disease, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government had been taking practical steps for getting rid of
thalassaemia and other blood-related diseases.He said that collaboration with non-governmental
organisations in this respect figured prominently in the provincial government policy for effectively
regulating the health care institutions.He said that a comprehensive legislation was also in the
offing that would bring a great transformation in the public sector health care services.Mr Khattak
said that the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government would encourage all NGOs and private sector
institutions to provide blood services to thalassaemia patients.

LAHORE: The Lahore Waste Management Company (LWMC) will help the Quetta municipality
develop its waste management system, LWMC Managing Director Khalid Majeed told Dawn on
Thursday.The prospects of the working emerged when Quette Mayor Kaleemullah Khan met the
LWMC management, including chairman Khwaja Ahmed Hassan, in Lahore on Thursday and
sought help to improve the solid waste management system of Quetta.“They (Quetta delegates)
have requested us to first review Quetta’s existing SWM and give some viable recommendations
to change operational and institutional mechanism,” Mr Majeed said.He said the LWMC would
send its officials to Quetta on a week-long visit to review their practices and recommend changes.
He said Mr Hassan announced building operational and institutional capacity of the Quetta’s
SWM.“The LWMC will provide consultancy to Quetta free of cost,” he quoted the chairman as
having said.

KARACHI: Claiming that they are not the ‘tanker mafia’ as they are dubbed, the All Karachi
Water Tankers Ittehad came out to present “the real picture behind the water crisis and high rates
of tankers in the city” to the media at the Karachi Press Club on Thursday.“It hasn’t stopped
raining in Kashmir, so the rivers haven’t gone dry. This water shortage is just artificially created to
fill the pockets of certain high-ups in the government. And there is an automated teller machine
here providing the money to these hidden faces,” said Mohammad Tariq Sadozai, president of
the AKWTI.He then named a KWSB official whom he blamed for the crisis.“It is strange that the
KWSB bulldozes a hydrant and a few months later another new hydrant comes up in the very
same place. Whoever pay them more gets the hydrant and NOC,” he said.“Gratis water, the
water board’s way of providing water to poor people not receiving water through the lines, is also
stolen. The KWSB pays the hydrants for these gratis tankers but this water is no longer reaching
the poor. Instead it is going to the VIPs, and the KWSB, which is going bankrupt already, is
paying the hydrants for it,” he said.

“Such problems can be easily controlled by handing over the management of the hydrants to the
Rangers. We have written letters to the prime minister, the chief of the army staff and the
Rangers asking them to look into this matter. We got a positive response from the Rangers, who
said they would help us. But we are still waiting for that to happen.“Our tankers weren’t expensive
but tell us how are we to survive when we can only sell one tanker in one or two days. There is
the driver’s salary, the tanker fuel and what not. So we ask for one tanker what we used to earn
from three to four trips. Still it is far less than the hydrants’ own tankers, which are charging up to
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Rs12,000,” Mohammad Sharif said.The AKWTI said that they would have to seriously review
their options. “When we are not doing any business and being mistaken as ‘tanker mafia’ also
why not just stop working? There will be no blocking of roads by our tankers as we don’t believe
in inconveniencing people. We'll just park our 8,000 or so tankers in our homes and garages and
that is it. Let the 200 hydrant and their contractor tankers, the real mafia, provide water to the city.
We will review this decision on May 14,” he said.Meanwhile, the AKWTI president appealed to
the Sindh government to intervene. “I appeal to the Sindh government, especially PPP chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, to help save Karachi from turning into a desert. Your mother and
grandfather promised us ‘roti, karpa aur makaan’ and you can’t even provide water to the people
of Karachi?” he said.

ISLAMABAD: The International Health Regulations Emergency Committee, which has been
advising director general of the World Health Organisation (WHQO) on efforts to stop the spread of
poliovirus across the planet, has extended the travel restrictions imposed on Pakistan for three
months.At a meeting on April 24, the committee said that even though the number of polio cases
reported in Pakistan was declining, the country posed considerable risk vis-a-vis spread of the
disease across the world.However, the Pakistani health authorities are describing the
committee’s decision as a positive one because as opposed to two earlier meetings when the
restrictions were imposed for six months each time this time they have been extended for “only
three months”.At its April 24 meeting, the committee noted that nearly one year since the
declaration that the spread of polio constituted a Public Health Emergency of International
Concern (PHEIC), considerable progress had been made by countries in response to the
temporary recommendations issued by the WHO’s director general.“No cases of wild poliovirus
have been reported in Africa for eight months; in 2015 Pakistan and Afghanistan have reported
less than half the number of cases that were reported during the same period in 2014; there has
been no export (of the disease) from Pakistan since October 2014; and the number of
persistently missed and inaccessible children is declining in Pakistan,” the committee said.

The number of inaccessible children had declined from an estimated 300,000 to 50,000 in the
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata), it pointed out.Pakistan continued to implement the
temporary recommendations and since November an average of 370,000 international travellers
per month were vaccinated before departure.However, the committee noted that during the last
12 months the spread of wild poliovirus continued, with three new cases of export of the disease
from Afghanistan to Pakistan occurring late last year.The committee was of the opinion that
Pakistan and Afghanistan were part of the same “epidemiological block” having frequent
population movement, which accounted for the ebb and flow of the virus in both directions.The
committee said that in Pakistan a reduction of cases occurred during the “low season” and the
performance of the eradication programme had improved.Nevertheless, 21 of the 22 cases
reported so far this year — or 95 per cent of the cases worldwide — were reported in Pakistan.
Thus the key factors contributing to the international spread of poliovirus from Pakistan, although
improving, had not changed sufficiently since the meeting of the committee on February 17.

Sui Southern Gas Company Limited (SSGCL) on Wednesday shortlisted two bidders for
Pakistan's second LNG import terminal, well informed sources in Petroleum Ministry told
Business Recorder. Pakistan GasPort Limited (PGPL) and Gunvor obtained 89.3 marks each
while AF Capital and Akbar Associates received 74.73 marks each from SSGC's consultants.
Both bidders have been declared technically qualified and have progressed to the final round of
the process.

Engro's Elengy Terminal Pakistan Limited (ETPL), which commissioned the country's first LNG
terminal in March, obtained 61.9 marks and did not qualify as bidders were required to receive at
least 70 marks in order to qualify. According to sources, SSGC Board approved the
recommendations of AF Capital in their meeting on Wednesday in Islamabad. SSGC board has
notified both PGPL and SSGC to send their representatives to the public opening of their
financial offers in Islamabad on Friday. The project will be awarded to the bidder offering the
lowest tariff.

PGPL, Akbar Associates, and ETPL had submitted their bids on January 27. The levelized tariff
for ETPL's LNG terminal is U.S. 66 cents/mmbtu. The successful bidder will be required to
commission the project within 24 months and make 400mmscfd capacity available to SSGC. Like
ETPL, PGPL has proposed establishing an FSRU-based project while Akbar Associates seeks to
set up a land-based terminal. The ETPL terminal and the new terminal will together reduce the
summer deficit of natural gas by 53 percent and the winter deficit by 36 percent. In addition, the
federal government plans to start the process for the setting up of a land-based LNG import
terminal at Gwadar with Chinese assistance.

LAHORE - Power shortfall on Friday has reached to 7,750 megawatt (MW) with unannounced
power outage of nine hours in urban areas and 11 hours in rural areas due to escalated pressure
on the electricity system, Dunya News reported. According to NTDC sources, the electricity
demand is 15,600 MW whereas the production is 10550 MW. Sources say that power demand is
gradually increasing due to warm weather whereas water outflow has not grown in big dams as a
result of which hydroelectric production is not being raised. Moreover, a technical fault has also
been witnessed in the working of hydroelectric sources and a continuous breakdown of
transformers has also been noted from several days.

KARACHI: K-Electric has expressed its interest to install a plant to generate electricity through
solid waste at the Dhabeji land fill site managed by Sindh Solid Waste Management Board
(SSWMB). A delegation of K- Electric comprising some of its senior officials in a meeting with
SSWMB's Managing Director, Roshan Ali Shaikh here Friday said a pragmatic approach was
needed to address the issue of existent power shortage. Seeking SSWMB support, they said
power generation through waste is a strategy adopted in different parts of the world as alternative
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energy production mode.

"It is the time that all concerned departments and organizations coordinate and cooperate with
each other to overcome energy crisis affecting almost all sections of the society," said Osama
Quraishi of K- Electic. The meeting among others was also attended by Secretary of the Board,
Dr Mir Nusrat Panwhar, Executive Director for Operations, Dr A.D. Sanjani, Deputy Director
Ahsan Raza, Media Director, Shabbih Siddiqui and Arshad Haider alongwith some of his other
colleagues from K-Electric. SSWMB's Managing Director Roshan Ali Shaikh, appreciating the
proposal said the board has constituted six update garbage transfer stations across the
metropolis that besides helping it to give a clean look could be used to facilitate the much
warranted power generation needs for Karachi.

He said the scheme is being further facilitated through provision for composing plants and
refused disposal furnace plants. Shaikh agreed that landfill site at Dhabeji spread over an area of
3000 acres, fast emerging as one of the country's most modern landfill cum treatment site, can
be used as a spot for production of electricity. He also mentioned that under initial scheme a
mini-forest would also be developed at the site with 40 percent of Karachi waste transported here
and efficiently disposed-off. The participants of the meeting hailed measures being planned to
give Karachi a green and clean look with added provision to turn it self sufficient in power
generation.

Capital Development Authority (CDA), director general (DG) Water Management, has said that
sufficient water is available to meet the water requirements of the federal capital till the coming
monsoon season. He said that water level in Simly Dam is up to optimal level and sufficient
storage of water is also available in Khanpur Dam, so there will be no water scarcity during the
summer.

Capital Development Authority (CDA), Chairman Maroof Afzal was apprised this during a
meeting held at CDA Headquarters on Wednesday to review the situation of water supply in the
city. The meeting was attended by the Member Engineering Shahid Sohail, Director General
Water Management and other senior officers of the Authority.

Chairman CDA was apprised that sufficient quantity of water is available in CDA’s water
reservoirs and water complaints are fluctuating between three to four hundred complaints per
day which are nominal since CDA is ensuring water supply to 55,000 consumers. He was
apprised that 34 million gallons of water is being supplied from Simly Dam reservoir while eight
million gallons are being provided from the Khanpur dam whereas the additional water supply is
being managed through other sources like Tube wells to meet the water requirement of the city.
He was further apprised that water management wing is receiving the complaints mostly from
those areas where water is being supplied through tube wells. Alongs with this the seven hours,
on average, electricity load shedding per day hinders smooth water supply in few areas of the
city. However, the water tanker service is ensuring that the complaints are dealt with promptly.
He was further apprised that the main water lines are also being repaired to ensure an
uninterrupted water supply during the summer.

Chairman CDA, Maroof Afzal said that all out efforts would be made to ensure un-interrupted
water supply. He directed to take up the matter with IESCO so that smooth supply of water could
be made in the areas where water is being provided from the ground sources. He said that the
tanker services shall be strengthened and made more efficient. For this purpose, tankers with the
Sports and Culture Directorate would be also made available to supplement the already existing
fleet of water tankers.

ISLAMABAD: The electricity demand touched a new high of 16,500MW on Wednesday. “We
have noticed an increase of 1,700MW in the peak demand on May 5 over the same period last
year,” said an official of the water and power ministry. “The domestic consumption has also
increased, but it has not peaked yet,” he said. Rising temperature, increased use of air-
conditioners and a rise in industrial activities have pushed up the demand.

On May 5, the average generation reached 12,817MW before peaking at 13,700MW as against
9,922MW and 10,800MW during the corresponding period last year. The generation has also
gone up by 2,895MW, but it is still behind the demand. According to a ministry official, the
increased generation had helped to reduce loadshedding hours to some extent. Currently,
loadshedding for urban consumers was for 6 hours, for rural areas 8 hours and industry 4-6
hours. On May 5 last year, the loadshedding in urban areas was for 6 hours, rural areas for 12
hours and industry for 4-8 hours. “We have met the increased demand and also reduced the
scheduled loadshedding hours because of improving generation,” the official said. One of the
reasons for increased generation this year was 2,500MW generated by GENCOS as against
1,700MW to 1,800MW over the past decade. “The refurbishing of GENCOS’ plants has helped to
increase the generation,” he said.

KARACHI: The ongoing tug of war between the K-Electric and the Karachi Water and Sewerage
Board is disturbing the life of the common citizen who is facing acute water shortage in addition
to extended hours of loadshedding during a harsh summer, but as the KWSB urged the
provincial authorities to look into the matter of loadshedding at their installations, the KE seemed
determined to hold its ground in the face of KWSB’s non-payment of dues claimed by the power
utility. The Sindh government said that action would be taken against the K-Electric for carrying
out loadshedding at the KWSB pumping stations in violation of a court order, resulting in water
crisis in the city. However, the KE said that the KWSB'’s failure to make the payment was liable to
disconnection of electricity under the Electricity Act, 1910. Yet the power utility did not disconnect
the electricity of any of the KWSB’s connections, the KE added.

Water supply to the city has been stopped since Tuesday evening for three days after a 72-inch
diameter pipeline at the Dhabeji pumping station burst due to a four-hour power outage there as
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well as at the Gharo, Pipri, Hub and NEK pumping stations. KWSB Managing Director Hashim
Raza Zaidi appealed to the KE to refrain from suspending power supply to the pumping stations
because it affected the schedule of water supply to the city areas. “As Karachi was facing a
shortage of 560mgd [million gallon water a day] and now there is an added shortfall of 175mgd
until the pipeline is repaired,” he said, adding that loadshedding at the Gharo and Pipri pumping
stations since Wednesday morning caused yet another shortage of 70mgd.

It is feared that such a severe shortage of water supply to Karachi may also force the people to
come out of their homes and protest, causing a breakdown of law and order. Karachi
Commissioner Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui told Dawn that his office was coordinating with the KWSB
and the KE to ensure uninterrupted water supply to the city. “I have deliberations from the KE
where they say that the pumping stations are exempted from loadshedding. But | received a call
from Sindh Minister for Information and Local Government Sharjeel Memon asking me to take
notice of KE’s going against their word. When | checked if that was true, | found that they were
carrying out loadshedding after a decision taken by their board. | immediately called up their
CEO to educate him about the inconvenience caused to the citizens of Karachi due to their
decision.

“l also got a letter of settlement for Rs4.410 billion from the energy department secretary for
adjustment against dues of 17 operations and critical connections of the KWSB from July 2014 to
April 2015, so now there is no reason for such loadshedding. “Although we acknowledge KE's
good work, we do not want unnecessary protests in the city. KWSB is an essential service after
all. | wrote a letter to the KE to kindly review and reverse their decision as stopping water supply
is anyway not allowed according to law. The KE should not take the government lightly,” he said,
expressing the hope that the power utility would in good faith provide the water utility a zero
balance certificate after the payment of Rs4.410 billion.

Earlier, Sindh Minister for Information and Local Government Sharjeel Memon had said the KE
was breaking the law by carrying out loadshedding at KWSB’s pumping stations. He also said
that this action could result in litigation against KE’s management. But after receiving the letter of
settlement, the KE wrote to the energy department to note that KWSB was a chronic defaulter of
electricity charges and KE had no other choice but to deal with them this way. “At present
[KWSB] owes an amount of Rs36.87 billion to the KE on account of outstanding electricity dues
against 319 connections. In the current financial year alone, KWSB consumed electricity worth
Rs6.649 billion. However, only a meagre amount of Rs25 million was paid by the KWSB in the
current financial year,” the KE stated.

The power utility informed the energy secretary that the total dues outstanding against 17
connections referred by him were Rs29.25 billion. While KWSB’s failure to make the payment
was liable for disconnection of electricity under the Electricity Act, 1910, such connections had
not been disconnected to date in compliance with the order (dated 24,4,2012) passed by the
Sindh High Court, which was presently in appeal in the Supreme Court of Pakistan. “This has put
serious liquidity constraints on KE ... As a result of the current situation, KE is unable to provide
uninterrupted power to KWSB. However, it is making every possible effort to provide maximum
electricity to KWSB and is complying with the orders of the Honourable Court. Kindly note that till
date KE has not disconnected or even attempted to disconnect the electricity of any of KWSB’s
connections.

“As regards the adjustment of electricity duty and adjustment of a zero balance certificate, you
are informed that the total outstanding dues of 17 connections mentioned by you stands at
Rs29.25 billion and as such we are unable to provide a zero balance certificate against the said
connections upon adjustment of Rs4,410 million. You are further informed that even the
outstanding dues against the 17 connections for the period of July 2014 to April 2015 stand at
Rs5.26 billion and not Rs4.410 billion as stated by you. Moreover, it is important to clarify that the
alleged amount of Rs7.8 billion claimed by you on account of electricity duty has been claimed
for a period covering at least eight years. “In the circumstances, we request the Sindh
government and the KWSB to cooperate with us and promptly release the outstanding dues
pertaining to KWSB and ensure payment of future current bills,” read the letter to the energy
department by KE’s Chief Distribution Officer Syed Mohammad Taha.

Pakistan on Tuesday inaugurated a 100-megawatt Chinese-built solar power plant, part of its
efforts to battle its ever-increasing energy deficit. The plant is the first stage of a project that will
eventually cover over 10,000 acres of the central Cholistan desert and add 1,000 megawatts to
the nation’s electric grid, making it one of the biggest solar parks in the world. Pakistan faces an
annual electricity shortfall of around 4,000 megawatts in the peak summer months of June and
July when temperatures can reach 50 degrees Celsius in the country’s center.

The inauguration, headed by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, comes weeks after Chinese President
Xi Jinping visited Islamabad to unveil a $46 billion investment plan known as the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC). Speaking at the ceremony, Sharif said that a solution to the energy
crisis would soon be at hand. “Power cuts will be over by either 2017 or 2018 and the wheels of
industry will start working,” he said. Pakistan has signed investment agreements with China to
build various gas, coal and solar energy projects that will provide 16,400 megawatts of electricity,
roughly equivalent to the country’s entire current capacity.

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Pervez Khattak on Thursday announced a
protest demonstration outside the Parliament building in Islamabad on May 12, demanding
payment of outstanding electricity dues from the federal government. Speaking during a session
of the provincial assembly here, he said that the MPAs would stage a protest demonstration in
front of the National Assembly for seeking Rs146 billion outstanding dues that fall under the head
of electricity profit.

The chief minister said that the province had a potential of producing 5,000 MW of electricity.
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However, the federal government was reluctant in launching these power generation projects, he
added. He demanded of the government of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to pay off the profit,
which he claimed was the due right of the KP. “There are no differences between the KP and the
federal government ... we are only protesting to get our right,” he said. Khattak claimed that
Islamabad has itself turned the Pak-China economic corridor into a controversial project. Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar had promised to address the mentioned issues, but he was nowhere to be
found for the last three months, he added. The chief minister also demanded announcement of
NFC Award before the 2015-16 national budget.

YA\ IeTo T T 0T g (oY S g L1 U] [o Y s - T-0M  ISLAMABAD: Gas transmission and distribution companies have suggested that the
LNG cost, say gas government should distribute the burden of expensive liquefied natural gas (LNG) to all
companies

The Express Tribune, May7, 2015

consumers, a proposal, if agreed, may lead to over 100% increase in prices of locally produced
natural gas. Gas utilities — Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) and Sui Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL) — have asked the government to calculate the weighted average price of locally
produced natural gas and imported LNG in order to determine the consumer price, say officials
familiar with the development. It will cause an increase in gas prices for all consumers, including
domestic, commercial and industrial sectors.

“Influential lobbies among power producers and different industries are also calling on the
government to arrive at the weighted average price of expensive LNG and cheaper natural gas in
an attempt to force other consumers to bear the LNG cost,” said an official while talking to The
Express Tribune. Power companies had already refused to pay for expensive LNG and were
reluctant to open standby letters of credit for gas import, he added. Already, the weighted
average formula is applied in the case of determining oil prices, but in this the share of locally
produced oil is very low. In sharp contrast to this, the share of domestic gas production is higher
in overall gas consumption. If the proposal given by gas utilities is accepted, all consumers will
face an increase in gas prices even if they do not consume LNG.

The government is also grappling with the issue of payments for LNG supply and as a result it
has not been able to ink an LNG import agreement with Qatar. According to officials, the
weighted average mechanism will help the gas utilities to take control of LNG supply which they
want. Citing an example, officials say Pak Arab Refinery paid for LNG imports about a month
ago, but it did not get the full share of gas while other influential people got LNG on credit.
“Serious investors are upset over the demand of gas utilities which want control over LNG
supplies,” an industry source said. Officials point out that international LNG suppliers are also
opposed to the proposed weighted average price as they are looking for bulk consumers and
seeking payments from those who will consume it.

The previous government of Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) had also tried in 2012 to calculate the
weighted average price of gas, but it drew strong criticism. According to officials of the Planning
Commission, gas consumers will have to pay up to $10 per million British thermal units (mmbtu)
compared to the existing tariff of $2-4 per mmbtu. They have fiercely resisted attempts aimed at
passing on the impact of higher LNG prices to the consumers.

The commission suggests that power producers, the real beneficiaries of LNG import, should be
asked to bear the cost of LNG supplies. LNG is being imported essentially as an alternative to
furnace oil, therefore, power companies have the responsibility to pay the additional cost, it says.
“The government claims that the country will save billions of dollars by replacing furnace oil with
LNG as the latter is comparatively a far cheaper fuel. It is strange that gas utilities want all
sectors to share the high LNG cost,” remarked a government official.

AL N R ST AL NS [I@ SAHIWAL: Two labourers were killed and six others fainted when an ammonia gas cylinder
blast at ice unit exploded in an ice factory here on Wednesday afternoon at Adda Kamliya Road,
Daily Dawn, May 7,2015 Chichawatni.Rescue 1122 said the pressure of ammonia gas was so high that it took rescuers
three hours to evacuate the affected people from rooms of Qadiriya Cold Storage and Ice
Factory.Rescue operation head Abdur Razaq Dogar said no proper safety measures were
adopted at the place of the ammonia gas cylinder.At the time of the blast, six labourers were
working on the premises of the ice unit. Those who were near the cylinder died on the spot. Irfan,
an eyewitness, said it took rescuers too much time to spread gas so that they could move into the
factory. He said they with the help of masks and other devices entered the factory and closed all
leaking valves.The rescuers recovered two bodies and shifted six fainted labourers to the
Chichawatni Tehsil Headquarters Hospital three hours after the explosion.On the complaint of
Tehsil Municipal Officer Mr Zubair, Saddar Police have registered a case under section 322 of
PPC against factory owner Syed Sheraz Husain, manager Ahmed Kareem and technician
Muhammad Naeem with no arrests so far.

PIA staff strike delays four LAHORE: Four international PIA flights were delayed up to four hours on Wednesday after its
flights staff went on strike against the ‘attitude’ of a senior official at the Allama Igbal International
Daily Dawn, May 7,2015 Airport.Passengers bore the brunt of the strike of the PIA staff which they observed reportedly
‘on the pressure of the union (Air League CBA).An official told Dawn that the PIA director
(vigilance and security) visited some counters issuing boarding to passengers at 10am and
‘snubbed’ a couple of officials for not following the SOPs on booking the luggage. “On this some
of the union members and the director exchanged hot words and subsequently the PIA staff went
on strike,” he said.The staff also held a demonstration on the airport premises against the
director. Four flights — PK-757 for Copenhagen and Oslo, PK-709 for Manchester, PK-270 for
Delhi and PK-303 for Karachi were scheduled for their destinations in the morning.The
passengers who could not get boarding before the strike remained stranded for a couple of
hours. They also chanted slogans against the PIA staff for causing inconvenience to
passengers.“The PIA staff should pick up their internal fights after the duty hours,” said
passenger Azeem Rafique who witnessed their quarrel.“"However, after some four hours on the
intervention of some top official of the management the PIA employees returned to the duty and
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issued boarding to passengers of the four flights which left for their destinations,” the official
said.PIA Lahore spokesman Ather Awan told Dawn the PIA staff returned to work after the matter
had been resolved amicably. “The PIA also served lunch to the passengers and apologised to
them for inconvenience,” Mr Awan said.

SUKKUR: Employees of the Sukkur Municipal Corporation (SMC), who had observed a a strike
and held a sit-in outside the SMC office on Tuesday against non-payment of their outstanding
salaries, continued their protest on Wednesday. Locking their offices and working places, they
protested under leadership of union office bearers including Muhammad Asif, Chaudhry Shafaat
Ali, Ali Mardan Shaikh and others. Addressing the protesters, the leaders said that as per
directives of the Sindh High Court bench at Sukkur, one month ago, the government had
transferred Rs250 million into the official bank account of the SMC for payment of outstanding
salaries, but the employees were still deprived of the payment. On one hand the families of
employees were facing starvation due to financial crisis while on the other the municipal
commissioner of Sukkur was allegedly taking financial benefits and interest of the funds
deposited in the bank.If the salaries were not paid immediately, they said, a strong protest in front
of the DC office Sukkur would be staged.

QUETTA: Spare parts of drilling rigs worth Rs50 million were handed over to the government of
Balochistan by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (Jica) to accelerate work on finding
locations of underground water resources.The spare parts were handed over to Planning and
Development Secretary Zulfigar Durrani at a ceremony held at the Civil Secretariat on
Wednesday. The spare parts would be used by the irrigation department to repair drilling rigs
lying idle for years.The chief representative for Jica Pakistan, Mitsuyoshi Kawasaki, said
Balochistan was facing drought-like situation in various districts and his organisation would
continue to help the province for searching underground water resources.He signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with the representatives of the social welfare and special
education department.

QUETTA: A strike was observed in Quetta on Wednesday in response to a call given by the
Awami National Party (ANP) to protest against the reported modification in the Gwadar-Kashgar
route of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project.The strike call was backed by
Anjuman Tajran, the three factions of Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam, PPP, Hazara Democratic Party and
PML-Q.

RAWALPINDI: Keeping in view the prevalence of eye diseases in Pakistan, particularly in
children, the Al-Shifa Trust Eye Hospital has decided to establish a state-of-the-art specialised
eye hospital for children in Pakistan, a hospital official said Wednesday.We have set a goal to
establish a full-fledged children eye hospital by 2017 which would be first of its kind in the entire
region, said Lt. Gen. (Retd) Hamid Javed, President of the trust. Talking to a group of journalists,
he said that founder of the trust Late Jahandad Khan envisioned a specialised eye hospital for
children in Pakistan which will become a reality within two years. As a first step, we have
established a fully equipped eye department which can handle two hundred patients per day, said
Gen. Hamid Javed. We will double the capacity in one year as the number of children with eye
problems is increasing in Pakistan which can be attributed to the increase in pollution, allergies,
unhygienic conditions, sugar and a general lack of awareness. He said that only a specialized
doctor can check a child and very special equipment is required for screening premature babies,
he said, adding that it is easy to cure eye disease in childhood rather to wait and let it grow to a
complicated level. Statistics show that 90 percent of the blind could be easily treated during their
child hood to save their eyesight. He said that new hospitals would be established after
consolidation of the existing facilities at four hospitals in Rawalpindi, Sukkar, Kohat and
Muzzafarbad. We have the privilege of making the blind see through medication and surgeries
which have a positive impacts on a patient’s life as they are able to see again that brings a
rediscovered freedom to daily living that touches upon every aspect of that patient’s life. — NNI

LAHORE : Thousands of WAPDA workers, along with engineers, held a nationwide protest
under the aegis of All Pakistan WAPDA Hydro Electric Workers Union (CBA) on Wednesday
against the proposed privatisation of electricity distribution and its generation at the behest of the
World Bank. Protesters at the Bakhtiar Labour Hall said high price of electricity and loadshedding
were reprehensible and demanded the Government of Pakistan to review its economic and
social policies and introduce reforms to raise the hydel, coal, and gas fired thermal power
stations in the public sector on war-footing basis.

Theworkers were carrying banners condemning the feudalism and crony capitalism, and
privatisation of the national public utilities. They held protest rallies in support of their demands in
all the major cities of the country. At Lahore, thousands of Wapda workers staged a sit-in which
was addressed by veteran trade union leader Khurshid Ahmed.

Khurshid Ahmed urged the government to adopt a progressive and self-reliant economic policy
and impose tax on the elite class and divert the resources to developing cheaper sources of the
electricity. The electricity is the blood for economic and social development that is why founder of
nation Quaid-i-Azam categorically declared that all the national public utilities’ enterprises,
including electricity, railways, oil, and gas, would be run by the State. He reminded the
government of the experience of privatisation which had already failed in Multan, Rawalpindi, and
Karachi.

The government should introduce administrative reforms in electricity to raise its productivity
instead of dividing it into 15 companies and hand over the control back to the WAPDA and
ownership to the private members of the Board of Directors who had not invested even a rupee
in these companies, he claimed. He further demanded that the government should hold dialogue
with the union instead of privatising the utility unilaterally. He gave a reference to China who was
providing electricity to one billion consumers without any loadshedding and its high cost. He said
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the workers were restrained to take industrial action as our nation was already fighting a war
against terrorists. The workers will be compelled to take industrial action in case their viewpoint is
not heard, he stressed.

ISLAMABAD: The government on Wednesday disclosed the price of liquefied natural gas
(LNG) agreed with Qatar and insisted that the rate was lower than that offered to previous
governments, terming it the best deal even when compared with India. “We have succeeded in
restricting the benchmark price to 14.5% (of Brent crude price) and hope that it will be brought
further down,” Petroleum Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi said while briefing the National
Assembly Standing Committee on Petroleum and Natural Resources here. The last price offered
by the Qatari government to the previous administration of Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) was
14.9% of Brent crude rate.

Abbasi pointed out that because of certain clauses in the pricing mechanism, India was buying
LNG from Qatar at around $13 per million British thermal units (mmbtu) whereas the cargo that
arrived in Pakistan on April 27 cost $8 per mmbtu. In the meeting, the parliamentary panel was
told that if the price was kept at 14.5% of Brent crude rate, LNG would be around 10% cheaper
than high sulphur fuel oil, 20% cheaper than low sulphur fuel oil and 50% cheaper than diesel.

“We hope to strike the deal at 14.5%, which will be among the best prices of LNG that Qatar has
offered to anyone,” Abbasi said. The price would be finalised with Qatar in the next two days, the
minister said, rejecting all reports pertaining to LNG supplies as rumours being spread by the oil
importing lobby. “All this misinformation was being spread by the oil importers as Pakistan
purchases furnace oil and diesel worth $2.5 billion per annum and if LNG imports become
successful, then who will buy furnace oil.”

To reach an agreement, Qatari officials will meet the price negotiation committee constituted by
the Pakistan government. A team of experts has already arrived from Doha and they are
negotiating the price along with relevant terms and conditions. “Setting the price is a very
complicated matter, but unfortunately many groups have been spreading wrong information in
the media that Pakistan has already finalised the price with Qatar,” he said.

“Transparency International (a non-governmental organisation) even wrote a letter, saying the
price agreed by us was not fair; we have to tell that the price is still being negotiated.”

The NA committee was told that if the amount that was spent on oil was utilised to produce
electricity from LNG, the efficiency of power producers would increase 10%. “This is mainly
because there are regular cases of furnace oil theft whereas gas cannot be stolen this way,” the
minister said, adding there would also be savings of around $1 billion if all existing power plants
consumed LNG instead of furnace oil.

KARACHI: The circular debt in the country's power sector reached a new height of 600 billion
rupees, Samaa reported on Thursday. An increase in loadshedding all over the country is likely
due to the ugly situation of circular debt. According to PEPCO sources, K-Electric has to pay
dues of 56 billion rupees. Power sector of Pakistan State Oil and other departments have to pay
dues of 230 billion rupees out of which 40 billion rupees have to be paid to local and multinational
refineries. PSO has asked government to urgently release 10 billion rupees. In case of non-
payment of circular debt, the supply of furnace oil to the power generation companies would be
reduced which will worsen the situation of electricity in the country.

TOBA TEK SINGH: Owners of local CNG filling stations announced here on Tuesday staging a
protest demonstration on May 7 in Faisalabad against the government for not restoring gas
supply to their outlets.Addressing a press conference here on Tuesday, filling station owners
association district president Rana Muhammad Khan and spokesman Haji Ashraf said gas
supply was being denied to them for the last six months.They said because of the suspension of
supply the 32 CNG filling stations in the district were facing huge financial losses while 260
people employed by them had been rendered jobless.They added they had been bearing running
costs, including utility bills and expenses incurred on maintenance of machinery since the gas
closure.They added that gas was being supplied to the CNG filling stations in all provinces
except Punjab that showed discriminatory attitude of the authorities concerned.They said all
filling station owners and their employees would gather in Faisalabad on May 7 to stage a
demonstration protest outside the SNGPL regional office for restoration of gas supply.

KARACHI: The 72-inch diameter pipeline at the Dhabeji supplying water to Karachi burst on
Tuesday evening.According to a Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) notification,
Dhebeji, Gharo, Pipri, Hub and NEK pumping houses experienced a power breakdown at 8pm
on Tuesday that contributed towards the damage.“The build-up of back pressure resulted in the
bursting of the pipeline and there would be no supply of water to the city for 72 hours,” the
notification read.Meanwhile, Water Board chairman Hashim Raza Zaidi has also notified the chief
minister and other government officials regarding the major breakdown

ISLAMABAD: A serious water shortage has made life miserable for residents of the twin cities,
despite assurance of the Capital Development Authority (CDA) and its counterpart in Rawalpindi
to ensure smooth water supply.With the start of summer, demand for water increases but the
residents are supplied water for a few minutes during 24 hours forcing the consumers to look for
other alternative sources.Inhabitants of various areas are facing hardships to cope with
unreliable water supply at times. Sensing the gravity of the situation, the tanker mafia has
increased the rates.The residents of the area opined that due to poor planning, various houses in
the metropolis are not getting appropriate supply of water and CDA should take steps to ensure
smooth and adequate water supply.Resident of F/6-1 Adnan Tahir while talking to APP said they
were facing water shortage for the last two weeks and buying water tankers at exorbitant
rates. He said residents of the area have given numerous applications to the concerned
authorities to take notice and resolve the water shortage problem. When contacted, Water
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Management Wing CDA Official said that the water consumption increases manifold during the
summer months while unscheduled load shedding and lavish use of water by the residents are
the major reasons of water shortage.He said the concerned department has also been directed
for necessary repair maintenance of water tankers, tube-wells and water filtration plants.The
situation is not different for the Rawalpindi residents where in severral localities, the authorities
failed to supply water, forcing the residents to rely on water tanker mafia. A resident of
Gulshanabad, sector-1, Adiyala road, Rawalpindi, Khurram Hussain said he had shifted to this
Punjab Government housing scheme some two years ago and failed to get a drop from the
official connection. - APP

KARACHI: Sindh Health Minister, Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar has said that the Sindh Health
Department takes preventative measures every year prior to the occasion of Eid-ul-Azha, to
protect people from the Congo Virus.The Sindh Health Minister said this while responding during
the question and answer session in the Sindh Assembly here.He said the Sindh Health
Department circulates an advisory on prevention, control and laboratory testing instruction on
Congo Virus infection as per current WHO guidelines among all the Medical Superintendents of
hospitals and district health officers.To another written question, the Minister said as analysis
reports of milk no adulteration of starch oil, washing powders and urea were detected from the
limits of Food Laboratory Karachi, Sukkur and Hyderabad.He said that total 209 children died of
Measles in 2012 and sensing the situation, the Health Department started crash program
immediately, in the eight affected districts. Total 6217980 children have been vaccinated through
1485 fixed sites and 385 mobile teams, upto April 2013, he added.The Health Minister said both
the ICUs and CCUs facilities are available in 15 government hospitals, besides, the ICUs facility
are available two and CCUs facility are available in six government hospitals in Sindh.He said
that both ICU and CCU placement have been proposed for 19 government hospitals in the new
financial year. Only ICU for 18 and CCU for four government hospitals have been proposed in
the new financial year. He said that total 55 centres have been established under the Hepatitis
Control Program for the treatment of patients, since the launching of the program in January
2009.The Sindh Health Minister said that the doctors are posted according to sanctioned
strength and as per vacancy position in each government's hospital. However, while posting
doctors in backward areas, preference is given to those having domicile of that district. - APP

BAHAWALNAGAR: Up to 15,000 barren acres, malnourished children, underfed animals and
damaged houses tell the story of water logging and salinity along the Hakra Canal in
Haroonabad and Fort Abbas tehsils.The Hakra Canal with a capacity of 2,700 cusec originates
from Jalwala headworks on the River Sutlej.A visit along the canal shows that water logging and
salinity have affected 150 villages by 50 to 60 per cent and 20 villages by 90 per cent.Due to the
spread of water logging, the wheat yield on partly water-logged land was reduced to five maund
per acre this year from the average 45 maunds per acre. The villagers of affected area have
demanded that the area be declared calamity hit.The affected area is located a few kilometres
from the no-man’s land on eastern Indian border.The farmers of 156/3L, 157/3L, 195/HB,
196/HB, 194/7R and 160/7R have witnessed helplessly the onslaught of water logging and
salinity on their farms in recent years.The onslaught has gained an alarming momentum and has
engulfed not only the agricultural land but also residential areas.The situation has pushed the
farmers of the affected areas on the verge of starvation as 90 per cent of the population of the
affected areas depends solely on agriculture.Water logging has destroyed valuable properties
and mud houses stand ruined.Farmers said so far 15,000 acres had been water-logged but
water logging was engulfing the land every day and soon the fertile land of other villages would
be under the water. They alleged the quarters concerned were apparently indifferent to the plight
of the people.Niaz Randhawa is one such farmer whose 20 acres have been eaten up by water
logging and salinity.Arshad Karim, of 195/HB, said that some water experts had informed them
the twin menace surfaced here due to the construction of a water reservoir in Rajhastan in India,
which is adjacent to the affected area.Amin, of 157/3L, said they had been facing hostile living
conditions in the areas because of mosquitoes and other insects, and children contracted
disease due to unhygienic conditions.Another farmer, Abdullah, said due to the paucity of fodder,
their animals were dying.Executive Engineer of Irrigation Development Division Sajid Razvi said
his department was not asleep, and steps were underway to overcome the situation. The
department is responsible for maintaining the drainage nullah.

KARACHI: Health authorities deferred the polio campaign in seven of the 49 union councils on
Tuesday after volunteers in these UCs protested against the non-payment of honoraria.Officials
said the polio campaign was deferred in six UCs in Baldia and one UC in Korangi for an indefinite
period when volunteers protested and refused to work for not getting the wages.A senior official
said the volunteers had been issued crossed cheques but many of them had no bank accounts
to encash them.“The deputy commissioners of Karachi west and Korangi have been requested to
help solve the issue so the work is not affected any longer,” said the official.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Dr Abudl Malik Baloch on Tuesday told the members of the
provincial assembly that he would take up the issue of prolonged power load-shedding with the
federal government. The assembly session was held with Deputy Speaker Mir Abudl Quddoos
Bezinjo in the chair. Speaking on an adjournment motion moved about power outages,
Pashtoonkhawa Milli Awami Party (PKMAP) MPA Nasrullah Khan Zeeray said that Balochistan
has been facing shortage of electricity. “Our demand for laying a new high transmission line via
Dera Ismail Khan, Zhob and Quetta has not been met so far,” he said. He said that Quetta
Electric Supply Company (QESCO) was not providing electricity to several villages. He
demanded the Balochistan government hold talks with the federal minister for power about
directing QESCO to reduce prolonged power load-shedding in Balochistan. Pakistan Muslim
League-N (PML-N) MPA Prince Ali Ahmed said that the province has been facing shortage of
water due to electricity load-shedding. People are getting frustrated due to prolonged power load-
shedding, he said. He suggested launching solar energy projects to meet the energy demand of
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the province.

National Party (NP) MPA Haji Islam said that QESCO was not providing electricity for schemes
of Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP). “QESCO has been carrying out daily 12-hour
load-shedding in our areas, causing problems and difficulties for people,” he said. PML-N MPA
Asim Kurd said that load-shedding had destroyed standing crops and gardens. Several areas of
Balochistan are receiving electricity only for two hours a day, he said. Responding to them, Chief
Minister Dr Abdul Malik said that he was going to Islamabad to take up the issue of prolonged
power load-shedding with the federal government. “I will ask the federal government to make
QESCO bound to implement its promises of not carrying out prolonged power load-shedding,” he
said. Later, the house was prorogued.

LAHORE Electricity demand on Tuesday has reported to be reached at 15,500 Mega Watt
(MW). At least nine and 11 hour-long outages are being carried out in urban and rural areas.
According to the national Transmission and Dispatch Company (NTDC) sources, the electricity
shortfall has amounted to 4,700 MW while the production is 10,800 MW. The imbalance in
production and demand is leading to nine and 11 hour-long outages in urban and rural areas.
Despite this, unannounced electricity outages are also being conductedAccording to the sources,
the shortfall has increased due to the increase in the temperature as the season is changing.
However, water outflow from the dams in not being increased for agricultural needs of the
country.

BAHALWALPUR: After inaugurating the first unit of the Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park in
Bahawalpur, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif promised on Tuesday that load-shedding is expected
to end by 2018, Express News reported. “Load-shedding will end by 2017-2018,” the prime
minister said while addressing the inauguration ceremony of 100 megawatt solar project. PM
Nawaz said China and Pakistan will constitute a special committee to ensure the timely
completion of the projects, worth $46 billion, launched by the two countries.

“We want to make sure that the present government completes these projects on time unlike the
previous governments,” the prime minister said. He said the world is acknowledging the progress
made by Pakistan. “These power projects spread a positive message to the investors, who were
unable to invest to electricity shortage previously,” the prime minister said. PM Nawaz said the
solar park is not just the biggest solar project of Pakistan but of the world. “Energy crisis is the
second most important issue and now there is a hope that we will soon tackle the energy crisis
through this solar project, coal project and other energy projects, ” he added.

The prime minister said around 1000 megawatt electricity will be produced under the Quaid-e-
Azam Solar Park in its later phase while the Thar Coal Power project as well as other projects
will collectively add 10400 megawatt of electricity to the national grid in the future. “Democracy is
witnessed delivering tangible results for the first time,” he said. Speaking about the cost of
electricity, PM Nawaz said it has decreased significantly by 5.79 rupees per unit. ” It is a huge
achievement,” he added. Earlier, while addressing the inauguration ceremony Chief Minister
Punjab Shahbaz Sharif said the project is yet another milestone in Pakistan and China’s all
weather friendship. Shahbaz said the project was completed with the cooperation of China.

“The Solar Park is an investment made by China but much more than that it is China’s
unwavering support lent to Pakistan,” he added. Shahbaz said the project has been completed in
a very short period of time because of the hard work of the workers. Speaking about the quality
of the project, CM Punjab said each and every aspect of it was checked and approved by
German consultants before any payments were made. The project was inducted into the national
transmission grid as soon as it was inaugurated by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif today (May
5). Chinese Ambassador Sun Weidong was also in attendance and addressed the ceremony.
The first unit was completed at a cost of $131 million in one year.

The Punjab government had announced plans to establish the Qauid-e-Azam Solar Park over an
area of 10,000 acres in Bahawalpur district. The Qauid-e-Azam Solar Park Company was then
registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan. According to an energy
department official, the project was scheduled to be completed during the first quarter of 2014.
“However, it was delayed after the Chinese firm granted the contract failed to fulfill the criteria
during the due-diligence process carried out by Punjab government,” he added.

SAHIWAL: Two labourers were killed and six others fainted when an ammonia gas cylinder
exploded in an ice factory here on Wednesday afternoon at Adda Kamliya Road,
Chichawatni.Rescue 1122 said the pressure of ammonia gas was so high that it took rescuers
three hours to evacuate the affected people from rooms of Qadiriya Cold Storage and Ice
Factory.Rescue operation head Abdur Razag Dogar said no proper safety measures were
adopted at the place of the ammonia gas cylinder.At the time of the blast, six labourers were
working on the premises of the ice unit. Those who were near the cylinder died on the spot.|rfan,
an eyewitness, said it took rescuers too much time to spread gas so that they could move into the
factory. He said they with the help of masks and other devices entered the factory and closed all
leaking valves.The rescuers recovered two bodies and shifted six fainted labourers to the
Chichawatni Tehsil Headquarters Hospital three hours after the explosion.On the complaint of
Tehsil Municipal Officer Mr Zubair, Saddar Police have registered a case under section 322 of
PPC against factory owner Syed Sheraz Husain, manager Ahmed Kareem and technician
Muhammad Naeem with no arrests so far.

KARACHI: All you had to do to reach the factory in flames in the SITE area on Monday was let
the jet black smoke clouds guide you. They could be seen from afar.“The fire started early,
around 9am. | was preparing breakfast for myself then. Suddenly something smelt very different
and | thought | had burnt my breakfast, which really wasn’t the case. Then | saw smoke along
with yarn flakes flying around like sparks coming out from behind there,” Akhtar Mohammad, a
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guard at one of the godowns, pointed to behind the buildings on his lane. “That was when | raised
alarm,” he said.But the fire tenders and water tankers, which arrived shortly afterwards, despite
several trips, were finding it very difficult to control the flames that soon spread to adjoining
godowns and factories. “It took a while to bring in the heavy equipment that could break the
godown gates and wall for the fire tenders to reach there and by that time the fire had spread,” he
explained.“There was utter panic and confusion here, as workers of all the godowns and factories
ran for safety. Some of the women fainted but it looked more like they were having fits of hysteria
rather than experiencing suffocation,” said another eyewitness Mohammad Younus.“Around 800
people work here but it is good that all of them had not yet arrived as it was still early when it all
happened. So there was no loss of life,” he added.Meanwhile, the godown owners who had
arrived at the scene tried without success to salvage their property. Most of the material stored in
the godowns was polyester yarn, which couldn’t be saved. There was also an automobile parts
factory and store, which got destroyed in the fire. “Polyester yarn is a petrochemical product.

During such a fire it goes up in flames just like that,” said a very worried owner of one of the
godowns, who declined giving his name. “We import polyester yarn to use in local fabrics. Some
50 containers full of yarn has been destroyed in the fire. Latif Cloth Market, which we cater to, is
entirely affected as a result of this fire,” he added.Asked if the yarn and other things were insured,
another owner only shook his head before informing that private godowns are not insured. As
they helplessly watched their property burn to bits no one had a clue as to how the fire had
started.District Commissioner Mohammad Ali Shah, who was present there with his team, said
the fire started at Nama Textile Mill's godown where polyester yarn was stored. “At the moment, it
doesn’t look like a short-circuit, as there was no power connection in the godowns. It could be the
result of plain carelessness on the part of workers or owners. But we are looking into what could
have caused the fire,” he told Dawn.The medico-legal office at the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital said
that they had treated seven women for smoke inhalation and suffocation before sending five of
them home, while keeping two for observation.Meanwhile, ambulances lined the road leading to
the godowns. “They say the workers rushed out of godowns themselves. God forbid if anyone
was crushed in the stampede and is lying there unconscious to be found later when the smoke
clears,” said an ambulance volunteer late afternoon.As several fire tenders went to refill water
before returning to fight the blaze, a bystander remarked: “They have been doing this since
morning but the flames are too stubborn.”

KARACHI: Despite being the largest (area-wise) town of Karachi, Gadap is the least developed
and most backward part of the city; poverty is rampant and life’'s basic faciliies are non-
existent.Recently buried in the graveyard of Gadap town’s Qadir Jokhio village is a young mother,
25-year-old Zeenat, who now rests in peace with her baby. Both graves are unmarked.“Their
lives could have been saved if the private hospital she was initially taken to in Gadap had
provided her with the right treatment,” Dur Mohammad, Zeenat's grieving father, says as the
Dawn team stand by quietly in the graveyard.According to him, Zeenat in her last stages of
pregnancy started having labour pains and vaginal bleeding around 8pm on April 14 when she
was taken to a private hospital, situated more than 20 kilometres from the village, part of union
council-three of Gadap.“About half an hour was wasted in arranging a vehicle to shift her to the
hospital where doctors first administered her some kind of injection and, then, blood, as they
found her hemoglobin (HB) level too low (that was three while a pregnant woman’s HB level
should be at least 10, according to doctors),” Mohammad recalls.These efforts, however, couldn’t
help Zeenat and she started vomiting upon which the family was asked to take her to the Civil
Hospital Karachi, about 40km from the private hospital.The poor family once again pleaded the
driver to show some mercy and help them take their patient battling for life to the hospital. The
driver agreed and the family finally reached the CHK around 11pm.Zeenat, the family narrates,
was immediately admitted and operated upon but the doctors could neither save her nor the
baby.

The family was told that excessive blood loss proved fatal for Zeenat and the child.“It was a baby
girl. I held her in my arms for a while but didn’t have the courage to see her face,” Mohammad
says.At the village, Zeenat's blind mother is still struggling to accept the death of her only
daughter. Sitting in her one-room house, she doesn’t reply to any question posed to her.“She has
become too quiet after Zeenat's death,” Jannat, their daughter-in-law, says.According to the
family, it was Zeenat's fourth pregnancy in eight years’ of married life. Two of her children had
died earlier within the first week of their birth and only a girl survived. She is looked after by her
father that lives in a nearby village.No functional hospital.lt might be the first maternal death of
this year in Gadap town but, according to residents, such deaths are common in the area that has
no functional government hospital while facilities at primary healthcare centres are inadequate.
Spread over 1,200 square kilometers, Gadap town is divided into eight union councils and,
according to old estimates, is said to have a population of about 550,000. The Dawn team visited
a 50-bed government hospital located in Gadap town that has been lying closed since its
inauguration in 2009.“It was started in 1990s and was made in bits and pieces by different
governments. The basic health units operating in the area are often without a doctor and
medicines and are closed down by 2pm.“We want a female doctor in our area so that women feel
comfortable discussing with her their health issues,” says Nasima, a teacher running a private
school near Qadir Jokhio village.Residents of the town recall the good old days when the area
was famous for its agricultural produces and was a major source of supply of vegetables and
fruits to the city. But, now it's fast turning into a desert with depleting water resources aggravated
by an acute lack of rain.“There is no supply of piped water and people have boring system in
place to meet their water demands.

This widespread practice has also led to a steep decline in underground water level, along with
excavation activities to remove sand and gravel from Malir riverbed over the years,” said
Munawar Hussain Jokhio, a social activist.Most parts of Gadap are also deprived of piped gas
supply that, residents say, has also caused deforestation. Educational facilities exist but they are
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without teachers in most cases.“Lack of clean water is the major reason behind poor public
health. A few years ago, we did a survey and found that 20pc of about 5,500 people tested were
suffering from hepatitis,” said Dr Moula Bux Abbasi, a senior retired government official.On
women’s health, he said that since most people lived in abject poverty they couldn’t spend
enough on their health.“When | ask them to drink milk, they reply that they don’t even have
enough milk to make tea. Most women are acutely anemic that makes them vulnerable to have
heavy vaginal bleeding in pregnancy. If immediate and proper medical help is not provided, the
condition could be life-threatening,” he said.Sharing her concerns on women’s health, Dr Nusrat
Shah who heads a gynecology ward at CHK said that women having HB level less than three
reported at the hospital that was risky both for the mother and the child.“l can’t offer an immediate
explanation to what exactly happened to the mother on that night without going into details about
her case. What | could say, however, is that vaginal bleeding before delivery was not normal and
required careful patient treatment,” she said.Pregnant women, she said, must have at least HB
level 10 at the time of delivery and that could be done only if they were provided with proper
antenatal care and iron supplements.EDO Dr Zafar ljaz said that the health department was
working on a plan to make the 50-bed hospital functional and upgrade a rural health centre
(located in Gadap’s Murad Memon Goth) to a hospital.“The hospital is not functional because the
human resource required to run the health facility hasn’t been approved by the government yet,”
he explained, adding that health camps were set up in the town to cater to residents’ medical
needs.

'\ LY 0I e B o T-W o Tl L [V EHMTIMEET T  KARACHI: Despite being the largest (area-wise) town of Karachi, Gadap is the least developed
town go through untold and most backward part of the city; poverty is rampant and life’s basic facilities are non-
agony for want of health g)élstent.Recently buried in the gravey_ard of Gada_lp town’s Qadir Jokhio village is a young m?the_r,

o -year-old Zeenat, who now rests in peace with her baby. Both graves are unmarked.“Their
fa‘?"'t'es lives could have been saved if the private hospital she was initially taken to in Gadap had
Daily Dawn, May 5,2015 provided her with the right treatment,” Dur Mohammad, Zeenat's grieving father, says as the
Dawn team stand by quietly in the graveyard.According to him, Zeenat in her last stages of
pregnancy started having labour pains and vaginal bleeding around 8pm on April 14 when she
was taken to a private hospital, situated more than 20 kilometres from the village, part of union
council-three of Gadap.“About half an hour was wasted in arranging a vehicle to shift her to the
hospital where doctors first administered her some kind of injection and, then, blood, as they
found her hemoglobin (HB) level too low (that was three while a pregnant woman’s HB level
should be at least 10, according to doctors),” Mohammad recalls.These efforts, however, couldn’t
help Zeenat and she started vomiting upon which the family was asked to take her to the Civil
Hospital Karachi, about 40km from the private hospital. The poor family once again pleaded the
driver to show some mercy and help them take their patient battling for life to the hospital. The
driver agreed and the family finally reached the CHK around 11pm.Zeenat, the family narrates,
was immediately admitted and operated upon but the doctors could neither save her nor the
baby.

The family was told that excessive blood loss proved fatal for Zeenat and the child.“It was a baby
girl. I held her in my arms for a while but didn’t have the courage to see her face,” Mohammad
says.At the village, Zeenat's blind mother is still struggling to accept the death of her only
daughter. Sitting in her one-room house, she doesn’t reply to any question posed to her.“She has
become too quiet after Zeenat's death,” Jannat, their daughter-in-law, says.According to the
family, it was Zeenat’s fourth pregnancy in eight years’ of married life. Two of her children had
died earlier within the first week of their birth and only a girl survived. She is looked after by her
father that lives in a nearby village.No functional hospital.lt might be the first maternal death of
this year in Gadap town but, according to residents, such deaths are common in the area that has
no functional government hospital while facilities at primary healthcare centres are inadequate.
Spread over 1,200 square kilometers, Gadap town is divided into eight union councils and,
according to old estimates, is said to have a population of about 550,000. The Dawn team visited
a 50-bed government hospital located in Gadap town that has been lying closed since its
inauguration in 2009.“It was started in 1990s and was made in bits and pieces by different
governments. The basic health units operating in the area are often without a doctor and
medicines and are closed down by 2pm.“We want a female doctor in our area so that women feel
comfortable discussing with her their health issues,” says Nasima, a teacher running a private
school near Qadir Jokhio village.Residents of the town recall the good old days when the area
was famous for its agricultural produces and was a major source of supply of vegetables and
fruits to the city. But, now it's fast turning into a desert with depleting water resources aggravated
by an acute lack of rain.“There is no supply of piped water and people have boring system in
place to meet their water demands.

This widespread practice has also led to a steep decline in underground water level, along with
excavation activities to remove sand and gravel from Malir riverbed over the years,” said
Munawar Hussain Jokhio, a social activist.Most parts of Gadap are also deprived of piped gas
supply that, residents say, has also caused deforestation. Educational facilities exist but they are
without teachers in most cases.“Lack of clean water is the major reason behind poor public
health. A few years ago, we did a survey and found that 20pc of about 5,500 people tested were
suffering from hepatitis,” said Dr Moula Bux Abbasi, a senior retired government official.On
women’s health, he said that since most people lived in abject poverty they couldn’t spend
enough on their health.“When | ask them to drink milk, they reply that they don’t even have
enough milk to make tea. Most women are acutely anemic that makes them vulnerable to have
heavy vaginal bleeding in pregnancy. If immediate and proper medical help is not provided, the
condition could be life-threatening,” he said.Sharing her concerns on women'’s health, Dr Nusrat
Shah who heads a gynecology ward at CHK said that women having HB level less than three
reported at the hospital that was risky both for the mother and the child.“l can’t offer an immediate
explanation to what exactly happened to the mother on that night without going into details about
her case. What | could say, however, is that vaginal bleeding before delivery was not normal and
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required careful patient treatment,” she said.Pregnant women, she said, must have at least HB
level 10 at the time of delivery and that could be done only if they were provided with proper
antenatal care and iron supplements.EDO Dr Zafar ljaz said that the health department was
working on a plan to make the 50-bed hospital functional and upgrade a rural health centre
(located in Gadap’s Murad Memon Goth) to a hospital.“The hospital is not functional because the
human resource required to run the health facility hasn’t been approved by the government yet,”
he explained, adding that health camps were set up in the town to cater to residents’ medical
needs.

PESHAWAR: Medical experts on Monday advised people to take special preventive measures to
protect them from malaria disease.According to them, citizens should properly dispose the solid
waste and stop water storage practices at their residences to prevent access to egg-laying
female mosquitoes in start of high-risk season.They said mosquitoes breed primarily in
containers like earthenware jars, metal drums and concrete cisterns used for domestic water
storage, as well as discarded plastic food containers, used automobile tyres and other items that
collect rain water.Dr Wasim Khawaja from Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS), talking
to APP, said that malaria and dengue was a mosquito-borne infection, which in recent years had
become a major public health concern.He said malaria and dengue fever was a severe flu-like
illness that affected infants, young children and adults. He added the spread of dengue was
attributed to expanding geographic distribution of the four dengue viruses and of their mosquito
vectors, the most important of which was the predominantly urban species aedes aegypti.

He said the rapid growth of urban population was bringing ever greater numbers of people into
contact with this vector, especially in areas that were favourable for mosquito breeding like where
household water storage was common and where solid waste disposal services were
inadequate.He said dengue viruses were transmitted to humans through the bites of infective
female aedes mosquitoes. He added mosquitoes generally acquired the virus while feeding on
the blood of an infected person.He said after virus incubation for eight to ten days, an infected
mosquito was capable, during probing and blood feeding, of transmitting the virus to susceptible
individuals for the rest of its life.He said the virus circulated in the blood of infected humans for
two to seven days, at approximately the same time as they suffered from fever. He added the
clinical features of dengue fever varied according to the age of the patient.Dr Sharif Astori from
Federal Government Poly Clinic (FGPC) said infants and young children might have a non-
specific febrile illness with rash as older children and adults might have either a mild febrile
syndrome or the classical incapacitating disease with abrupt onset and high fever, severe
headache, pain behind the eyes, muscle and joint pains and rash.He said dengue haemorrhagic
fever was a potentially deadly complication that was characterized by high fever, haemorrhagic
phenomena. - APP

KARACHI: Civil Servants belonging to the 12th Civil Services Academy (CSA) Commoners here
on Monday constituted a MediBank Trust - Sindh chapter, to provide free of cost medicines to
needy patients, in memory of their colleagues or any of their family members who passed away
during last few years.The project, being spearheaded in the province by Commissioner of
Karachi, Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui, also holds provision for "free clinics" at Abbasi Shaheed
Hospital, Jinnah Post Graduate Medical Centre, Civil Hospital and Pakistan Railway
Hospital. These facilities are being initially provided with 40 different medicines, to be made
available to patients in need and who due to paucity of resources may not be able to arrange the
same.Each of these clinics is planned to be named after the deceased members who belonged to
the 12th CSA Commoners or deceased family member of the civil servants pertaining to the
group.The MediBank Clinic at Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, is being named after Dr. Sundus
Qureishi (late), a member of CSA commoners while that in JPMC was dedicated to late wife of
Karachi Commissioner.

Sindh Chief Secretary, Siddigue Memon, Inspector General of Sindh, Ghulam Haider
Jamali,Chairman, PNSC, Arif Ellahi, Additional Secretary Establishment, Islamabad, Suhail
Akhter Shah, Director General (Evaluation), Pakistan Customs, Sameera Nazeer, Collector
(Customs), Rubina Wasti, Deputy Inspector General of Police, Aleem Jaffary, Auria Jan Magbool,
DC-Malir, Jan Mohammad, Subugtagin Saba along with JPMC Director, Prof. Anis ul Hasan
Bhatti and Director, Abbasi Shaheed, Dr. Salma Kauser attended a session to streamline the
project.Javed Nisar Syed, a senior civil servant and founder of the Medibank project said it was
already underway in different cities of the country, in memory of colleagues, namely Capt. Al
Raza, Khalid Bashir, Urooj Shafiq, Asif Siddiqui, Nawaz Javed, Zaman Khattak, Shahid Riaz,
Muhammad Nasir, Azam Saleem, Rehan Ali Sher, Amjad Khattak, Rehmatullah Bittani and Asim
Tabrez.Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui on the occasion said the MediBank project has only recently been
initiated in Sindh and following the four designated clinics in Karachi would soon be established
by the 12th CSA Commoners in other parts of the province too. - APP

KARACHI- Residents of Karachi while giving up their patience staged a protest outside cafe
Piyala over water crisis and worst electricity load-shedding in Federal B. area and KBR Society,
Daily Dunya reported on Monday. Enraged protesters chanted slogans against the local
administration and burnt tyres disrupting the flow of traffic. Security personnel after getting the
information of the incident arrived at the scene and dispersed the protesters.

KARACHI (Web Desk) — A speeding water tanker killed two children and wounded five others
when it ran over them in a Karachi neighbourhood on Monday. The incident took place in
Khairabad area of Orangi Town, where seven children were hit by the water tanker on their way
home from a madrassa. Initial reports suggested the children had been playing cricket. Two kids
suffered skull fractures and died on the spot while the others were injured severely. Rescuers
rushed and ferried the wounded and dead to a hospital. The driver fled the scene but the tanker
was impounded. The children, who are reported to be between 10 and 15, could not be identified
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till the filing of this report.

MANSEHRA: The people of Mansehra city have been consuming highly polluted water, which is
causing water-borne diseases among them.“The water supply scheme which was started some
three decades ago is now polluted and causing epidemics in the district,” said Mohammad
Shoaib, a local resident, while talking to Dawn on Sunday.He said that the municipal committee
had not taken any step to rectify the situation even after reports that the water was not fit for
human consumption. He added that due to lack of proper drainage system of the residential
areas which sprang up around the Booth Khatta area, the origin of water, sewage continuously
fell into the water source.“It is unfortunate that despite the reports by civic agencies and
departments that water of the scheme in not fir for human consumption as it gets mixed with
sewage of settlements along the source, the municipal committee is not bothered to either create
an alternative source of water or prevent the existing one from being polluted,” said Mr
Shoaib.Operator of the motor pumps at Booth Khatta, however, said on condition of anonymity
that the municipal committee was not to be blamed for the water contamination, and held the
growing population responsible for the mess.

TAXILA: The owners and employees of CNG stations and transporters on Sunday took out a
protest rally in Hassanabdal and staged a sit-in at the main bus stand of the town against the
prolonged closure of the filling stations.The protest was organised by Tehreek Bahali-i-CNG. The
chief organiser of the Tehreek, Raja Jahangir Akhtar, told the protesters that the CNG sector had
been kept closed intentionally for the last six months, leading to the bankruptcy of hundreds of
CNG dealers.He said the CNG industry in Pakistan was facing conspiracies while the CNG
sectors in India and Bangladesh were enjoying patronage of the government. He said the
development of the CNG industry and one per cent gas losses in the neighbouring countries
clearly indicated that there was something wrong with the policymakers in Pakistan. He said the
machinery of CNG stations were rusting while the operators were unable to meet the expenses of
the sector. “We will go to any extent, including holding protest demonstrations outside the Prime
Minister House and the Punjab Chief Minister Secretariat for our rights,” he added.

GUJRANWALA: The district government sealed 26 illegal refiling shops of the liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) and booked their owners on Sunday.Two persons were killed in a cylinder
blast during LPG refilling in the city recently and the incident prompted action by District
Coordination Officer Azmat Mehmood.A team was established under the supervision of DCO
Ahad Dogar which raided LPG sale points on GT Road, Jinnah Road, College Road and Alam
Chowk and sealed 26 of them. Cases have been registered against the shopkeepers.

KARACHI: With the temperature rising and water supply decreasing, tanker operators have
begun charging as much as Rs12,000 for a fill-up, pushing the city into a water crisis.“These are
not our tankers,” Mohammad Sharif, general secretary of the All Karachi Tankers Association,
was quick to point out on Sunday.“Earlier, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board [KWSB] was
closing down all the hydrants, including the subsoil hydrants, and the 12 remaining ones had
such long queues that one tanker which used to make five to six trips to the hydrants could only
have its fill once in 24 hours. So, to earn the same amount in a day, the tanker owner jacked up
its cost.“But now there is a new system with the hydrants being given their own 10 to 15 tankers.
While the contract tankers queue up for their single turn, the hydrant owners’ tankers are making
16 to 18 rounds and even selling water for Rs15,000 per tanker in Defence and Clifton. As always
with no water coming through the line, the people have no choice but to buy,” said Mohammad
Sharif.On April 30, KWSB MD Qutubuddin Shaikh retired from service and former commissioner
of Karachi Hashim Raza Zaidi has been named as the new MD. The new MD is taking over as
the KWSB'’s head for a second time. He had earlier been there for a short stint, from Dec, 2014 to
Feb, 2015. All attempts to reach the new MD on Sunday failed as his phone had been switched
off.

The tankers association general secretary said it really didn’t matter who the MD was because
the post was occupied by just a puppet playing in the hands of politicians. “The person in charge
of the hydrants in Karachi is Rashid Siddiqui and he has his own union of some 200 tanker
drivers and owners. The union is headed by someone named Ghulam Nabi. They answer to
Sharjeel Memon,” Mohammad Sharif said.“These 200 tankers are giving us a bad name. We feel
we have no option but to go on strike now. We are 6,000 to 7,000 tankers and they only a couple
of hundred. Then it will also be interesting to see how they manage the city with their 200
tankers,” he said.“What can really help the city overcome its water woes is the Pakistan Rangers.
It is our earnest request to the government to hand the management of all the legal hydrants here
to the Pakistan Rangers.”Sindh Minister for Information and Local Government Sharjeel
Memon told Dawn that the KWSB had nothing to do with the tankers. The real problem of water
scarcity in the city was the non-availability of enough water to meet the needs of the metropolis.
He said the city needed 1000 million gallons of water daily (mgd), but it was getting only 550mgd
from the Dhabeji pumping station. The other source of water was Hub from where Karachi earlier
got 100mgd but the Hub source had been dry for over a year now. And until rains fell and filled
the Hub dam, the water crisis would persist. “However, we are trying to get 65mgd additional
water supply from Dhabeji to improve water supply to the city,” he said.When his attention was
drawn to the demand of the water tanker operators that the management of water hydrants be
handed over to the Rangers, the minister said: “We have no objection to it if any institution can
help improve water supply to the city.”

DADU: At least 13 people were burned to death and 50 others injured when a coach carrying a
wedding party touched a high-voltage electric wire and caught fire on Indus Highway in Khairpur
Nathan Shah on Sunday.The coach was taking the wedding party back to Datal Babar village
after the marriage of Shabbir Babar in Dadu when it touched the 11,000kV wire on K.N. Shah
Bypass.The bodies and injured were taken to the K.N. Shah Taluka Hospital by the area’s
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